
By Bill Reynolds

The public got to peek into the Mount 
Vernon Library Commons Project, under 
construction across from the Skagit 
County Courthouse, with a series of tours 
on Saturday afternoon.

Designed for climate resiliency and as 
an integral community hub for the next 
100 years, the $53 million facility will 
feature a 4,000-square-foot children’s 
library, the largest one north of Seattle; 
a teen and STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math) center; study 
rooms; a computer lab; and quiet reading 
spaces.

The building’s commons area will be 
highlighted by a 300-plus person con-
ference center, large meeting room, and 
commercial kitchen. Construction is 
expected to be completed in June.

Over $50 million has been raised for 
the project. Additional fundraising is un-
der way to furnish and equip the library.

“It’s a legacy for all of us and a state-
ment of our community values,” former 

Mount Vernon Mayor Jill Boudreau 
told a sold-out audience at the Lincoln 
Theatre Saturday night attending a 
program headlined by best-selling author 
and libraries supporter Timothy Egan.

Boudreau confirmed what tour partici-
pants had learned earlier in the day---that 
the new library building will include a 
three-story parking garage with more 
than 75 EV charging stations and nine 
E-bike lockers for commuters who cycle 
to work.

The no-fee parking garage will draw 
vehicles off more congested areas 
downtown, Mount Vernon City Library 
Director Isaac Huffman said. 

The sustainable building will be earth-
quake resistant and serve as an emer-
gency disaster shelter for 1,000 people 
and refuge for those seeking relief from 
extreme temperatures or smoky air.

“It has taken extraordinary funding 
efforts,” Boudreau said. “It took unwav-
ering optimism that a $53 million project 
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A hail of a storm

By Ken Stern

The five Shelter Bay Community board directors 
sued by former community resident Jan Henrie 
almost a year ago are making another attempt to 
dismiss Henrie’s Skagit County Superior Court 
civil complaint alleging breach of fiduciary duty 
and malfeasance.

Defendants Wendy Poulton, Monte Hicks, 
Louise Kari, Elaine Dixon and Joseph Hurley filed 
a motion for reconsideration Feb. 20, arguing she 
has no standing, or right to bring her claims. 

Their attorneys’ motion for reconsideration 
follows a Feb. 8 order by Judge Laura Riquelme 
stating “the Court found that the Plaintiff has stand-
ing” at its first hearing, April 14, 2023. Riquelme 
decreed she “finds no basis to change that ruling.”

Still claiming Henrie does not have standing, 
the defense for the fourth time sought summary 
judgment, or dismissal of the case in favor of the 
Shelter Bay directors. Summary judgment motions 
were denied in August and December. The defense 
relied on its argument that Henrie lacks standing.

Henrie’s attorney’s March 1 response point out 
that the defense motion represents the “‘fifth at-
tempt at a bite of the apple’” of “re-argu(ing) issues 

Judge approves discovery 
against defendant directors

SPRING FORWARD

Author Egan advocates for new MV Library
By Bill Reynolds

During his celebrated career 
as an award-winning newspaper 
columnist and author, Timothy 
Egan has traveled the globe in 
search of the stories that connect 
him to his readers.

For a much longer time – dat-
ing to childhood – he has made 
shorter treks to public libraries 
and rural bookmobile stops 
to discover stories that would 
shape and define Egan as one 
of the nation’s most powerful 
voices on behalf of literacy.

The University of Washington 
alum, a former op-ed writer for 
the New York Times and author 
of 10 books, brought his support 
of libraries to Mount Vernon on 
Saturday.

Egan keynoted a 90-minute 
program at the historic Lincoln 
Theatre, of which the Weekly 
News was a primary sponsor, 
honoring libraries in general and 
construction of the $53 million 
multi-use Mount Vernon Library 
Commons Project specifically.

“This project,” Egan said of 
the spacious and eco-friendly 
new Mount Vernon library, due 
to open in late June, “is a special 
place on the planet. It’s the 
product of dreamers. The new 
library will be a keeper of your 
culture.”

Egan, a Seattle native with 
Irish Catholic roots who grew 
up in the Spokane area, reveres 
libraries. He calls them “church-
es of books.”

“We’ve seen an unprece-
dented number of book bans in 
recent years,” Egan said. “But 
not reading books is worse than 
banning books. If you’re not 
offending someone, you don’t 
have enough books on your 
shelves.”

Egan, 69, expressed gratitude 
for the bookmobile program 
that ventured out to his remote 
boyhood home.

“Because of the bookmobile,” 
he said, “Indian Trail Road 
could go from black-and-white 
to Technicolor.”  

Egan sprinkled humor 
throughout a presentation that 

MARCH BEGAN LIKE FEBRUARY ENDED – First the Monday, Feb. 26 hailstorm swept over the western Fidalgo Island 
peninsula and through La Conner. Then Saturday, March 2 an even bigger hail storm deposited at least half an inch of pellets 
in the early afternoon. That turned to a snowy slush before 5 p.m. The Weekly News was on the story. — Photo by Ken Stern

BEST SELLING AUTHOR CAME TO TOWN –– Timothy Egan spoke at the Lincoln The-
atre Saturday for a fundraiser in support of the Mounnt Vernon Library Commons. He 
packed the place. After his talk fans lined up up the aisle waiting for him to sign his name 
to the book they had bought, or brought. – Photo by Bill Reynolds

Mount Vernon offers public first 
look inside new library commons
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By Laurel Demkovich, Grace Deng,  
Jerry Cornfield and Bill Lucia 
Washington State Standard

OLYMPIA – Three citizen initiatives designed to 
lift restrictions on police vehicle pursuits, prohibit 
income taxes and establish a “bill of rights” for 
parents of K-12 students are set to become law 
in Washington after winning approval in the state 
House and Senate on Monday.

The initiatives do not require the governor’s 
signature. They will take effect 90 days after the 
legislative session ends – so in early June if law-
makers wrap up their work for the year as expected 
on Thursday.

Passage of three initiatives in one day is historic 
in Olympia. State lawmakers have only enacted 
citizen initiatives about a half-dozen times during 
the past 110 years, according to the secretary of 
state’s office. Only once – in 1995 when two were 
approved – did the Legislature approve more than 
one of these initiatives in a single year. The group 
Let’s Go Washington, with financial support from 
investor Brian Heywood, gathered hundreds of 
thousands of signatures for six initiatives sent to 
the Legislature this year. 

Democrats, who hold majorities in both the 
House and Senate, agreed to advance three of the 
measures to floor votes. The three other initia-
tives – to repeal the state’s capital gains tax, scrap 
the Climate Commitment Act and its carbon 
market and make it easier for workers to opt out 
of Washington’s new long-term care insurance 
program – are headed to voters this fall.

Approval of the three initiatives marks a win for 
Republicans in the Legislature, who generally sup-
port all six of the measures and fought to get them 
hearings and floor votes. 

Income tax
Initiative 2111 would prohibit Washington state 

and its local governments from imposing taxes on 
personal income. 

In the Senate, 38 lawmakers voted for the initia-
tive and 11 – all Democrats – voted against it. In 
the House, it passed 76-21.

“This initiative is designed to do one thing, 
which is to codify in law the state’s longstanding 
tradition of not having a tax based on personal in-
come,” Senate Ways and Means Committee Chair 
June Robinson, D-Everett, said. 

The proposal will not change any current laws. 

Legislature OKs 
three initiatives
Voters will decide three others
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Opinion
From the editor —

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

– Ken Stern

To those wondering whatever happened to that March 2023 Skagit 
County Superior Court civil complaint against five Shelter Bay 
Community board members, alleged to have breached their fiduciary 
duty and for malfeasance by a property owner, an update is on page 
1. It was last April that the court denied an injunction and temporary 
restraining order that would have prevented the board members from 
making financial decisions.

But Judge Laura Riquelme did not dismiss the case, though in 
August she issued a stay, preventing the plaintiff’s attorneys from 
deposing the board members, questioning them under oath and using 
subpoenas to gain information. She repeatedly – four times now 
through February – rejected the defense attorneys’ call for ending the 
case in their favor on the basis of standing, the right to bring claims 
against their clients.

The judge lifted the stay on discovery Feb. 8. The defense lawyers, 
doing what lawyers do, filed yet another motion asking for recon-
sideration for dismissing the case based on the same argument of 
standing. The plaintiff’s attorneys are crying foul, that “five bites of 
the apple” are not allowed. The cliché is a legal term for a second 
effort using the same reasoning that failed once.

Last May, when the defense first filed for dismissal, the plaintiff 
appeared on the ropes, arguing that the court erred in ruling the de-
fendants had no fiduciary duty to his client and that the judge applied 
the wrong standard of law. Whether he convinced the judge that she 
was in error, she kept the lawsuit active, just pausing, not ending the 
question of proper or improper handling of fiduciary duty.

If the judge again rules that the defense is wrong on the issue of 
standing, depositions under oath will take place by early April. That 
will provide evidence, that evaluated in the light of day, will validate 
one side or the other. If these board members have acted correctly, 
the presented facts will exonerate them. If the evidence shows these 
board members manipulated information and the rules of governance, 
the criticisms by many Shelter Bay residents will be found to have 
been accurate.

The roughly 1,800 people living there reside in the Shelter Bay 
Community. That is its name, with a capital “C.” It is twice the size of 
La Conner and about a third of the population living within the 98257 
ZIP code. La Conner is a town, a municipality governed and regu-
lated under the laws of the state of Washington, with its own elected 
officials. One tool – and rule – available to itss citizens – for that is 
what they are, residents within a political jurisdiction – is the state’s 
Public Records Act. A second regulation is the Open Meetings Act. 

Both of these laws are available to everyone, whether or not they 
live within the town’s boundaries. Then there is the local newspaper, 
that odd watchdog of democracy anachronism that, as long as it is in 
business, attends and reports on meetings and ask questions of elected 
and professional staff during the course of developing – if not investi-
gating – stories.

Across the channel? The property owners of Shelter Bay are mem-
bers and sort of owners of the Shelter Bay Community, a nonprofit 
organization and have a role with the Shelter Bay Company, which 
the Shelter Bay Community owns.

But membership organization or owning stock, both are private 
organizations, not municipal governments. Shelter Bay’s residents are 
not citizens of Shelter Bay. While the state governs both corporations 
and homeowners’ association, these residents and their governing 
body only have judicial recourse, as all citizens do. 

And the La Conner Weekly News covering the activities, events 
and news of Shelter Bay? It is by invitation only. Venturing onto that 
private property, reporters can be asked to leave meetings, hearings, 
even parades, concerts and barbeques. That limits the fun – and the 
inquiry – for everyone. When access to information – to oral discus-
sions or financial records are blocked off, it is fair to wonder if people 
are being blocked out.

The right side in Shelter Bay As our communities face 
harsher climate effects including 
droughts, heatwaves, and floods, 
it is important for all of us to 
work together towards ensuring 
a healthier environment. That’s 
why we are dedicated to pursuing 
two approaches to environmental 
protection.

First, I am committed to in-
vesting in clean energy technol-
ogies that create good-paying 
jobs, lower energy bills and 
support a path toward energy 
independence.

House Bill 1924—which sup-
ports fusion technology—passed 
the Senate and will be signed 
into law. By incorporating this 
technology into our state’s clean 
energy policies, we can more 
easily meet our energy needs.

Fusion is among the most 
environmentally friendly sources 
of energy with zero carbon 
emissions and no long-lived 
radioactive nuclear waste. By 
clashing atoms together, fusion 
can release a million times more 
energy than burning fossil fuels. 
In essence, with fusion, we are 
creating stars on Earth – and a 
cleaner, better future.

House Bill 1768—which 
incentivizes the use of green 
hydrogen—passed the House but 
unfortunately did not get enough 

support in the Senate Ways and 
Means Committee. By providing 
a public utilities tax exemption 
to light/power businesses using 
green hydrogen, this bill fosters 
private-public partnership and 
innovation that spurs local eco-
nomic development.

Through a chemical process 
known as electrolysis, we can 
use electrical currents to separate 
hydrogen from oxygen in water. 
Green hydrogen is a clean energy 
source that only emits water 
vapor—and uses our existing 
infrastructure, it is 100 percent 
sustainable, storable, and a viable 
form of energy.

Second, I am committed to 
ensuring our farming communi-
ty is meaningfully involved in 
environmental protection. Our 
farmers feed us and the world, 
and we must do everything to 
support them. 

House Bill 1936—which 

provides a tax credit for farmers 
in a conservation program—un-
fortunately did not move out of 
the House. This tax credit could 
go towards new equipment, seed, 
feed, and other expenditures. 
This helps farmers keep natural 
resources and farmland healthy 
for all—while also ensuring 
farms prosper with a tax credit. 
This is a win-win for everyone.

Our legislative district is beau-
tiful. We have a lot to be proud 
of—and a lot to protect.

Thank you for the opportunity 
to continue my life-long ded-
ication to public service. As a 
veteran having attended the U.S. 
Naval Academy, graduated from 
Naval Nuclear Power School, 
trained at a naval nuclear reactor 
plant, and served in the Middle 
East and Southeast Asia as a pub-
lic affairs officer, I am honored to 
serve you here in the Washington 
State Legislature.

Fighting for our environment and tax credit for our farmers

Attending the Mount Vernon 
Library Foundations fundraiser 
in support of building the Mount 
Vernon       Library Commons 
got me thinking – again – about 
libraries in my life. And right, I 
wrote about libraries within the 
first 90 days I was in La Conner. 
Here is that musings. 

Lucky me. I keep getting to 
find out new things. Did you 
know September is Library Card 
Sign-up Month?

I learned about this reading 
the Weekly News.

Nerd or not, I love libraries. I 
remember going with my fam-
ily as a kid. Weekly, I stacked 
the books to be returned on the 
stairs of the house.

I was crazy about sports, and 
war, and read biographies and 
histories. Go Yankees. I read 
books twice.

I bought my first typewriter 
– parents, explain – at a sales 
and repair store across from the 
downtown library. It’s a 1920s 
Smith & Corona. Come to the 
office and take a look.

My college typewriter was 
a portable Underwood, with a 

hard, boxy case. Probably more 
for efficiency than frugality, the 
“1” was the “l” key. Explain 
that to your kids, also.

I have spent more time in 
libraries than any place except 
home and school. This is true 
over the decades, before free 
WiFi.

Downtown Seattle or down-
town Mount Vernon, I have 
been in both libraries. The 
downtown Minneapolis library 
was designed with a wing roof, 
to add a signature building to 
the city scape.

Same with Toledo’s library.
It’s a WPA project, first, 

which is not only handsome 
but provided years of work for 
thousands of people during the 
Depression. The 1990s addition 
was again a commitment to em-
ploying people and revitalizing 
the downtown.

Remember card catalogs? 
And long wooden tables with 
brass lamps on them? That’s the 
library through my young adult 
years.

Remember the murals and 
sculptures and embossed reliefs 

On Feb. 7, 16 year-old sopho-
more Nex Benedict went into the 
girls’ bathroom at the high school 
in Owasso, Oklahoma. An alter-
cation occurred in the bathroom 
which ended in Nex receiving a 
serious head injury. Three students 
were involved in the alterca-
tion. The school did not call an 
ambulance nor did they report the 
incident to police. Nex had been 
consistently bullied since school 
started last fall because they identi-
fied as non-binary. This means that 
Nex considered themselves neither 
a boy nor a girl. Nex was just 
Nex. Family members took Nex 
to the hospital where they were 
released that same evening. No CT 
scan was done to assess them for 

a concussion, in spite of the fact 
that Nex had blacked out during 
the assault. The next morning, Nex 
died. 

Oklahoma has the most 
anti-LGBTQ+ youth legislation. 
Their laws force youth to use the 
bathroom which matches their 
birth certificate gender. That is 
what Nex did. 

The governor of Oklahoma has 
supported legislation to discrimi-
nate against all LGBTQ+ youth. 
The school superintendent pro-
duced a video that says the schools 
will not tolerate any gender diverse 
youth. This same superintendent 
appointed an incendiary blog 
poster to be on the Advisory Com-
mittee for the Oklahoma schools. 
These adult actions set the stage 
for what happened. 

These laws that target our youth 
have real life consequences. Nex 
is dead. The other students’ lives 
will be forever changed no matter 
the legal outcome. All of these 
students in Oklahoma were pawns 
in an “adult” political game. It isn’t 
a game. Every student has the right 
to feel and be safe at school. How 
do we help this be the case in our 
school districts? This merits some 
hard questions. 

PFLAG Skagit is a local 
non-profit that supports, advo-
cates for and educates about the 
LGBTQ+ community. Our passion 
is making the world community 
a more welcoming place for our 
community. 

Melanie Moonstone 
Linden Jordan 
PFLAG Skagit 

Laws target youth

Much concern has been raised 
regarding the former president’s 
attorneys’ attempts to delay, delay, 
delay his pending criminal trials. 
Some fear that unless the former 
president is convicted in a court 
of law prior to election day, the 
conduct alleged against him may 
not be considered by voters.

As a retired prosecutor, I 
believe the law applies equally to 
all. Also, the due process clause 
of the Constitution accords every 
criminal defendant the presump-
tion of innocence unless proven 

guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.
As a conscientious citizen and 

voter, however, my responsibility 
differs importantly from the re-
sponsibility of a juror. More often 
than not, highly relevant facts 
regarding a candidate’s character, 
honesty, past performance, etc., 
have not been litigated in a court 
of law.

Nevertheless, I have to make 
my best voting decision.

Say, for example, I heard a 
recorded phone conversation 
between a recently defeated La 
Conner candidate and our Skagit 
County Clerk. Say the candidate 
threateningly pressures her to find 
him just enough votes to change 

the result of the election in his 
favor. Say the candidate does not 
deny the call. How would you 
describe this behavior? Anti-dem-
ocratic? Disgusting? Disqualify-
ing?

The former president made 
just such a recorded call to the 
secretary of state of Georgia and 
threateningly pressured him. 
Disqualifying? Or is this sort 
of behavior by a president now 
acceptable in America?

A similar non-legal analysis can 
be made of many uncontroverted 
events of January 6, 2021. I hope 
to address those events in a future 
letter, the editor willing.

Shunji Asari, Shelter Bay

If Trump’s trials 
start after Nov. 5

naming Art, Music, Literature, 
Philosophy, and Science in 
libraries of that era? Those mu-
rals and sculptures are designed 
into the fabric and bones of old 
libraries. Spend a day, well, half 
a day, in the Library of Con-
gress and be slack jawed at the 
esteem ideas and values were 
once given in our society.

Maybe that is why I revere 
knowledge and ideas as well as 
words. I imprinted on all those 
ideals in my formative years.

Libraries are like shoes, or 
the ground. If we don’t use 
them, if we don’t stand in – by 
– them, our mobility is limited. 
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The Town of La Conner’s 
Public Works Department will be 
picking up yard waste the week 
of March 25- 29. The crew will 
pick up small branches, clippings 
and other yard waste, but cannot 
take large limbs, grass clippings 
or anything in a plastic bag. If 
you live within the town limits 
of La Conner and are interested 
in scheduling a pickup, please 
call Town Hall at 466-3125 by 
Wednesday, March 20th. Your 
one-time pickup is not to exceed 
one pile at 60 cu ft. e.g. 5 feet x 4 
feet x 3 feet.

Town yard waste 
pick up set

Musings — On the editor’s mind

Hard to go far, then.
So God bless librarians and 

library cards. Words, ideas and 
knowledge are still a child’s 
best ticket to a sustainable 
future. Whether or not we pro-
mote a yes to the offer is up to 
each of us.
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FUNERAL
HOME

RECEPTION ROOM
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY

MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com

SENIOR CENTER at MAPLE HALL
Tuesdays 9-3

Activities:
Fitness Class,  Woodcarving Group,
Creative Writing,  Games & Crafts,
Art Circle,  Special Events & More!

Full Schedule:
Town of La Conner

website
Or call/email

360-855-5440
seniorcenter@

townofl aconner.org

OBITUARIES

Phyllis Fiege
Phyllis Fiege, mother of Gale 

Fiege of Pleasant Ridge, and 
grandmother of Jesse Mann and 
Emilie (Mann) Snitily, died Feb. 
26 at Skagit Valley Hospital.

A longtime Snohomish County 
resident, Phyllis had lived with 
Gale and son-in-law Jon Bauer 
for nearly four years.

A local memorial gathering 
is planned for Sept. 14, which 
would have been Phyllis’ 100th 
birthday.

A full obituary is online at 
www.kernfuneralhome.com 
under obituaries.
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Donna Kay Cushing
January 19, 1945
February 21, 2024

Donna Kay Cushing (Griffin), 
79, of La Conner, passed away 
in the evening of Feb. 21, 2024, 
of heart failure. Donna was the 
second child of four born to 
Jack and Elva Griffin on Jan. 
19, 1945, in Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Donna spent her young years in 
Otsego, Mich., attending school, 
enjoyed dancing with friends at 
the town hall, and visiting her 
dear grandparents in Otsego, and 
up north in Mikado, Mich. 

Donna married Richard 
Cushing in 1971. Their marriage 
lasted 53 years. Donna enjoyed a 
30-plus-year career at GTE/Veri-
zon. Some of her positions there 
started in customer service on a 
telephone rotary helping cus-
tomers calling in for new phone 
service or for repairs. She pro-
gressed to managing Phone Mart 
Stores, and then Marketing Event 
manager. Donna traveled the 
U.S. to host GTE customers who 
sponsored sports events such as 
baseball, football, basketball, 
senior golf. The Seattle-based 
sports teams sponsors were also 
her responsibility. 

Donna’s people personality, 
kindness, humor and commu-
nication skills made longtime 
friends, and that experience at 
GTE became a highlight of her 
life’s memories. 

Donna lived in a very friend-
ly neighborhood where she 
helped put on the Fourth of July 
get-together with some truly 
great neighbors. Donna enjoyed 
interior decorating her home, 
and shopping for decorations 

that went together. She also en-
joyed creating pots and hanging 
baskets of flowers. Donna made 
delicious meals for the family’s 
holiday get-togethers. After Don-
na retired, she enjoyed raising 
puppies two times: first Oliver 
then Anton. Donna enjoyed 30 
plus years of sailing Puget Sound 
and the Gulf Islands with Rich.

Donna is survived by a sister 
Carol (Jack) and family, and 
niece Buffy (Roy) and family 
in Michigan; husband Rich, 
daughter Debbie and son David 
(Nancy); grandchildren, Brittany 
(Serian), Cole (Kaitlyn), Mitchel 
(Cassidy); great-grandchildren, 
Angela, Aiden , Landon, Mila 
Ann, Zoey Lynn and Rhett; 
great-great-granddaughter 
Hayleigh Mae; sisters Sheila 
(John) and Louise; and many 
nieces and nephews. 

Donna was a very kind, 
thoughtful, loving, caring person 
with a wonderful heartwarming 
smile. Donna did not wish to 
have services. In lieu of flowers, 
please donate to the charity of 
your choice.

Tracy Winder
Tracy Lynn Winder (née Page), 

age 61 of La Conner passed 
away on Feb. 26, 2024. Tracy 
was born on Dec. 4, 1962, in 
Olympia. She was a beloved 
wife, mother, daughter, sister, 
and friend.

Tracy was a vibrant soul 
known for her happy, funny, 
friendly and outgoing personali-
ty. She was generous, helpful and 
popular and she cherished her 
family, friends, and life.

In her career, Tracy started in 
the grocery business working for 
her father before transitioning to 
waitressing. She worked locally 
at Judy’s At’s A Pizza in the mid 
80’s to Boomers, Barclay’s and 
then bartending at the Light-
house. She eventually took an 
offer from one of her beloved 
customers and went to work for 
Erickson & Svendson Gravel Pit, 
where she had dedicated herself 
since 1996.

Outside of work, Tracy en-
joyed walking her dog, cooking 
with her granddaughter Savan-
nah, music, singing, playing the 
piano, and spending quality time 
with loved ones. She was always 
willing to lend a helping hand to 
others.

Tracy is survived by her hus-
band Jeff Winder, her daughters 
Breannan Winder and Carly Wil-

son, her grandchildren Lane and 
Savannah, her parents Bill and 
Doris Page, her sister Barbara 
Love, and a large extended fami-
ly. She was preceded in death by 
her brothers David and Michael 
Page and her sister Terri Lavon.

A Celebration of Life for 
Tracy will be held beginning 
at 10 a.m. Saturday, March 16, 
at Pioneer Park in La Con-
ner. The celebration will be a 
potluck-style gathering with the 
meat supplied. Guests are en-
couraged to bring their favorite 
side dish. Fires and patio heaters 
will be provided, but please 
dress for the weather.

Tracy will be deeply missed 
by all who knew her, but her 
memory will live on in the hearts 
she touched.

▪ Desks 
▪ Lamps 
▪ Garden Art 
▪ Wooden Toys
▪ Stylish Sofas and Loveseats
▪ Collectible Wooden Bowls
▪ PNW-Themed Gifts
▪ End Tables & More!

www.nwff.com
“Where Finding the Unusual is the Norm”

                         Stop by our showroom today!

Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30
360-424-8455

www.NWFF.com
919 Riverside Dr. Mount Vernon

Journey as you were meant to, aboard an 
American Tug. Each semi-custom vessel is 
crafted to meet the specific needs of our 

discerning owners. Let yours take you 
where you most want to go.

360-466-9277   ■  www.americantugs.com
800 Pearl Jensen Way, La Conner
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Duane Allen Carpenter
Duane Allen Carpenter, 64, 

passed away on March 1, 2024, 
in La Conner, Washington. 
Duane was born on Oct. 10, 
1959, in Hamlin, West Virginia.

Duane had a passion for 
travel and made many lifelong 
friends during his adventures 
around the globe, and while 
living in Pennsylvania, Arizo-
na, Alaska, Indiana, Hawaii, 
Maryland, and Washington. His 
career as a cartographic techni-
cian at Minerals Management 
Service and later as a meteorol-
ogist at the National Weather 
Service showcased his love of 
maps and all things weather. In 
his free time, Duane enjoyed 
traveling, cooking, music, and 
weather forecasting.

A celebration of Duane’s life 
will be held at 5 p.m. Thursday, 
March 14, at Hellams Vineyard 
in La Conner. In lieu of flowers, 
please consider donating to the 
La Conner Food Bank in honor 
of Duane’s memory or bring a 
nonperishable food donation to 
the event.

He was a beloved brother 
and friend, and is survived by 
his sister, Linda Slade, and 
two grand nephews, James 
and Joseph Prince. Duane was 
preceded in death by his father, 
Edward Carpenter, mother, 
Katherine Carpenter, and two 
nieces, Stephanie Slade and 
Cheryl (Slade) Prince.

Duane will be remembered 
for his kindness, love of explo-
ration and culinary arts, and 
his commitment to teaching his 
friends new weather terms. He 
will be deeply missed by all 
who knew him.

I’ve always been a bird lover. 
I grew up with birds in cages in 
my house and now I have feeders 
in the front and the back of my 
house. My dog Rosie loves to 
sit by the window and watch the 
birds come and go. 

When you drive around Skagit 
County, you see many photogra-
phers holding cameras with very 
long lenses patiently waiting to 
get wonderful shots of birds. 

Bird populations have been 
decreasing on a regular basis, 
but lately I’ve noticed enormous 
numbers of white birds gathered 
in the fields of Skagit. I checked 
in with my friend Libby Mills 
who is a bird expert and takes 
groups bird watching through-
out the state. Libby said that 
those are snow geese but other 
populations of birds are still 
diminishing. 

I looked it up and found that 
half of the world’s 10,000-ish 
bird species are in decline. One 
in eight species faces the threat 
of extinction. The problem has 
been worsening for decades, 
which has allowed scientists to 
be able to estimate roughly how 
many fewer birds are around 
today than half a century ago. 

Why? Because as human 
populations grow birds are losing 
the habitats they need, places 
to live, find food, rest and raise 
their young. They face many 
other threats as well – from 
free-roaming cats and collisions 
with glass to toxic pesticides and 
insect declines. 

A recent comprehensive 
assessment of net population 
changes in the U.S. and Canada 
reveals across-the-board 
declines that scientists now call 
“staggering.” All told, the North 
American bird population is 
down by 2.9 million breeding 
adults, causing devastating 
losses. Forests alone have lost 1 
billion birds. 

Fortunately, we live in a place 
where we can drive around and 
take in the sight of many birds. 
And we can do a few things to 
help preserve them, such as keep 
our cats indoors. Indoor cats 
live longer, healthier lives and 
outdoor cats kill more birds than 
any other native threat. 

Watch birds, share what you 
see. Bird watchers are one of 
science’s most vital sources of 
data on how the ecological world 
is faring.
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By Bill Reynolds

La Conner Schools officials 
tackled the status of Braves foot-
ball and student enrollment to 
kick off a lengthy hybrid school 
board meeting Monday night.

District financial chief David 
Cram reported to board mem-
bers that K-12 enrollment had 
dipped from 497 to 485 full-time 
students since the start of the 
calendar year, with most of the 
losses coming in the fifth and 
12th grades.

“It’s not unusual at this time 
of year,” Cram told the board, 
noting that student movement 
tends to increase during semester 
breaks.

Enrollment is a major driver 
when it comes to state funding 
support for La Conner Schools. 
But the district cushioned itself 
for a possible mid-year enroll-
ment decline by budgeting for 
490 full-time students during the 
2023-24 academic year.

“We should be fine,” said 
Cram, who also noted that the 
district now has around $700,000 
cash on hand at the Skagit 
County Treasurer’s Office.

“I’m pretty happy with where 
we are,” he said.

The district, which implement-
ed a series of painful budget cuts 
last year to get its reserve fund 
back in the black, also anticipates 
receipt this spring of federal 
impact aid monies. Those funds 
are designed to assist school dis-
tricts that have lost property tax 
revenue due to having exempt 
federal property such as military 
installations or Native American 
lands within its boundaries.

“What we’re waiting on now,” 
said Cram, “is for Congress to 
pass a continuing resolution.”

Cram doesn’t know when or 
how much federal funding the 
district will receive.

“We received it mid-March 
last year,” he said, “but it could 
come in May. It’s a significant 

amount of funds.”
Tied to declining enrollment, 

which has seen La Conner in 
the span of a generation drop 
from 1A to the smallest 2B high 
school in the state, is a down-
sizing of the Braves’ football 
program. The board on Mon-
day, following extensive public 
comment, approved a plan for La 
Conner to play an independent 
eight-man schedule the next two 
seasons.

In doing so, members also 
endorsed a recommendation by 
La Conner High School Principal 
and Athletic Director Christine 
Tripp that a benchmark commit-
tee be formed to monitor prog-
ress by the grid program ahead of 
the 2024 season.

“We need to have things done 
before summer vacation is over,” 
said Tripp, who will serve on the 
panel with Cram. Its other mem-
bers will be determined later.

Tripp identified a weight pro-
gram, summer camp, and off-sea-
son training as key benchmark 
standards going forward.

“We can use eight-man ball to 
try to grow the program back,” 
Tripp said.

Tripp said under the new 
format there likely will be fewer 
home games for La Conner this 
fall.

Football head coach Charlie 
Edwards thanked the board for 
retaining La Conner football 
rather than eliminating the sport 
or combining with defending 2A 
state champion Anacortes.

“We don’t want to lose our 
program,” said Edwards. “As 
much as I appreciate our friends 
from Anacortes, I want our kids 
to wear the blue.”

In other district business:
• The La Conner Rotary Club 

gave a $2,000 donation 
toward food and snacks at the 
Braves Hub and another $600 
earmarked for the end-of-
year senior class trip. “We’re 
blessed that La Conner Rotary 
supports our programs,” 
said La Conner Schools 
Superintendent Will Nelson.

School board  
approves switch 
to 8-man football

Abigail Udlock, a senior 
at La Conner High School, 
was recently chosen as the 
Soroptimist International of La 
Conner Honored Student for the 
month of March.

Abigail is a very busy young 
woman, balancing school and the 
Running Start Program online at 
Skagit Valley College. Ceramics, 
sociology and psychology are 
among her favorite classes. Her 
studies have qualified her as a 
member of the Honor Society at 
the high school. Along with her 
academics, Abigail is the ASB 
executive treasurer. This fol-
lows her role as ASB executive 

secretary her 
junior year 
and class 
represen-
tative as a 
sophomore. 

When Ab-
igail is not 
keeping up 
with school-
work, she is 
involved in 

volleyball and golf. She has been 
playing volleyball since second 
grade. She played for the high 
school and competes with a club 
team in Bellingham, as well as 
a rec league in Mount Vernon. 

During the summer months and 
weekends during the school year, 
you can find Abigail at the Wa-
terfront Cafe where she works as 
a hostess and kitchen helper.

Abigail hopes to continue her 
education at a two-year or four-
year college where she wants to 
study psychology as a major. 

Abigail’s proud parents are 
Grant and Emily Udlock. She 
also has an older brother, Owen. 
Abigail will receive a gift cer-
tificate to Vintage La Conner, a 
thrift store run by volunteers to 
support local women and girls 
and made possible by generous 
donations from our community.

Abigail Udlock

Soroptimists name Udlock their March student

By Bill Reynolds

Longtime La Conner High 
School baseball coach Jeremiah 
LeSourd has a favorite saying 
this time of year.

“You know it’s the start of 
baseball season,” he often notes 
at the end of February and start 
of March, “because there’ll be 
snow on the ground.”

Mother Nature has been true to 
form this year.

The first week of practice for 
Braves baseball, Lady Braves 
softball, and La Conner track 
and field and golf teams was met 
variously with snow, hail, wind 
and rain. All that plus a couple 
brief sun breaks.

La Conner athletes did their 
best to warm to the occasion,  
as they were greeted to work-
outs by LeSourd and baseball 
co-coach Andy Otis, head track 
coach Peter Voorhees, soft-
ball coaches Loran James and 
Taysha James-Sherman, and golf 
coaches Jamie Carroll and Galen 
McKnight.

“At this point, there are over 
80 athletes out for high school 
spring sports,” Athletic Director 
Christine Tripp said. “We’re 
looking forward to strong show-
ings in all sports with returning 
athletes and leaders.”

The highest profile La Conner 
High School spring sports re-
turnee is defending state hurdles 
champion Tommy Murdock.

He captured both the 110- and 
300-meter hurdles at the 2023 
Washington State 2B Track 
Meet, setting personal bests and 
school marks.

Throwers Alexzander Martin 
and Flint Huizenga, and versatile 

Morgan Huizenga are back as 
well for the La Conner track pro-
gram, which opens with a home 
meet at 3:30 p.m. March 13 at 
Whittaker Field.

Spring teams meet as winter clings

FRIGID FASTBALL — La Conner Braves senior pitcher Ivory Damien 
wrapped up a typically cold first week of the spring sports season with 
a Friday throwing session while donning winter gear. The Braves’ home 
opener is at 4 p.m. March 14 with non-league foe Evergreen of Seattle. 
 — Bill Reynolds photo
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Raven’s Cup Coffee & Tea & Art Gallery 

Coming soon:  Tea from La Conner’s own La Conner Tea!
 Exclusive daffodil, tulip, La Conner and Skagit County art and souvenirs
Original art and reproductions from Skagit and Whatcom County artists 

106 S 1st St., La Conner
Open at 7 am daily!

Newly remodeled

Open again – try our delicious coffee
Come in and see our new coffee bar and improved seating!

Mention our La Conner Weekly News ad for 10% off drinks till March 7

Reclamation
CANDLE COMPANY

Iconic local products
Forte chocolates

Scone Lady scones
La Conner coffee 
mugs and candles 

made by

The parade will go from the marina down to 1st Street to Maple Hall.
Pet registration will begin at 10AM in the south marina parking lot.

could happen in a city of 36,000 
people. And we’ve done this 
project without raising property 
taxes.”

Boudreau said more than 
40 grants-in-aid were sought 
throughout the library planning 
process.

The new library is envisioned 
as a place where people can gath-
er and learn together, sporting 
more shelving and reading areas 
than available in the present 
library building a couple blocks 
away.

Weekly News correspondent 
Adam Sowards, among those 
who participated in Saturday’s 
tour, has reported that the new 
Mount Vernon library is planned 
as a “community connector.” 
Founding Father Benjamin 
Franklin considered libraries as 
sources of civic improvement.

“It will be flexible for all sorts 
of different gatherings,” Huff-
man said. “We’ll have as many 
opportunities for interaction as 
possible.”

Mount Vernon Library Foun-

dation President Suzanne Butler, 
who once owned a bookstore on 
First Street in La Conner, praised 
the yeoman work required to 
transform the new library from 
what many saw as an impossible 
dream.

The four-story structure is be-
ing counted upon to take down-
town Mount Vernon to the next 
level – literally and figuratively.

“Well done, Mount Vernon,” 
Butler told those attending 
Egan’s presentation. “Every one 
of you has skin in the game and 
it’s the best game in this town for 
a long time.”

addressed the serious themes 
of his books – environmental 
protection, racial strife, religion 
and economics, among them.

He joked about having spent 
seven years at the UW. “And 
that was as an undergraduate.”

The time on campus, especial-
ly at Suzzalo Library, was well 
spent.

“I did some of my best think-
ing there,” Egan said.

Suzzalo and the many other 
libraries Egan has visited have 
allowed him to pursue fortunate 
strokes of serendipity.

“You have to trust serendipi-
ty,” he said. “In a library, you’ll 
never know who or what you’ll 
bump into. They allow you to 
open your mind to something 
you never imagined.”

Egan lauded the lasting power 
of books in an ever more tech-
nology-oriented society.

“Books,” he said, “have sur-
vived technology for centuries.”

Egan cited libraries as a key 
guardrail against misinfor-
mation, which he said is an 
immense threat in a social media 
environment often marked by 
rapid and non-vetted communi-
cation.

As a Times correspondent, 
Egan shared a Pulitzer Prize in 
2001 with a team of reporters 
that produced the series “How 
Race is Lived in America.” As 
an author, he has won acclaim 
for several of his books, includ-
ing “Short Nights of the Shadow 
Catcher,” an account of photog-
rapher Edward Curtis, and “The 
Big Burn: Teddy Roosevelt and 
the Fire that Saved America.”

Egan’s topics are often edgy. 
He exposed the Jim Crow north 
in “A Fever in the Heartland: 

The Ku Klux Klan’s Plot to 
Take Over America and the 
Woman Who Stopped Them.”

“We shouldn’t be afraid of 
our history,” said Egan, who 
contended that studying the 
nation’s more difficult chapters 
can help readers learn from 
those misadventures and avoid 
repeating them. 

There were several La Conner 
connections related to Egan’s 
appearance. He was introduced 
by Mount Vernon Library 
Foundation President Suzanne 
Butler, a former La Conner 
bookstore owner. In his remarks, 
Egan praised iconic La Conner 
novelist Tom Robbins.

He also extended kudos to 
residents of Skagit County, 
where Butler pointed out that 
three new libraries have been 
built in the past three years, in-
cluding the La Conner Swinom-
ish Library.

“The Library Commons 
Project shows that books aren’t 
dead, stories aren’t dead, and 
history isn’t dead. May your 
grandchildren grow old, cher-
ishing this new-born in your 
community,” Egan said.
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Timothy Egan
. . . (from page 1)

Mount Vernon
. . . (from page 1)

Timothy Egan speaks at the Lin-
coln Theatre on March 2.

By Judy Booth

“I blackmail people now! 
You gotta show up [for the pet 
parade] – or you don’t come into 
my shop!” joked Gina McCarthy, 
owner of Enchanted Locks and 
volunteer coordinator for the La 
Conner Chamber of Commerce’s 
third annual Daffodil Pet Parade 
scheduled for Saturday, March 9. 

“This is the Daffodil Festival 
– but each year nothing happens 
– so this year we are having this 
[the pet parade,] then the fire-
men’s ball and then the Murder 
Mystery event – all part of the 
festival,” said McCarthy. 

“It’s the perfect opportunity 
to get the community together, 
show off our pets and get kids in-
volved,” Chamber of Commerce 
Director Mark Hulst said. Several 
boys and girls from La Conner’s 
schools will be volunteering. 

Last year all 50 registration 
slots were filled – considerably 
more than the first year. The goal 
is for more in 2024. 

So, get your dolled-up pets to 
the south end of the La Conner 
Marina parking lot by 10 a.m. 
Saturday. The parade begins at 
11 a.m., starting at the Marina, 
and heads up First Street to 
Maple Hall, then turns around 
– dogs yapping, spectators 
clapping, proud owners beam-
ing – back to Gilkey Square for 
the Red-Carpet Costume contest 
complete with judging and pho-
tographs. 

Prizes will be given for best 
dressed, the funniest and the hap-
piest. All pets are welcome. Last 
year a hen and a rabbit paraded 
in addition to the dogs. 

La Conner school kids will 
make a calendar for next year 
from photographs they will take. 

Festivities will include a pet 
trivia game with audience partic-
ipation. The Vintage La Conner 
Thrift Store has donated jewelry 
for the winner. 

Beware! Stiff competition will 
be had from the Retirement Inn. 
They love their pets and want 
to show them off. And while 
you’re at it, “Dress to impress 
– the more fun, the better,” said 
McCarthy. 

If your beloved pet is in pet 
heaven, stop by Enchanted Locks 
and drop off a photo of your 
beloved pet to be displayed on a 
poster at the festival. 

Donations will be accepted 
by SPOT, the Burlington animal 
rescue and placement adoption 
service, at Gilkey Square. Photos 
will be displayed of pets avail-
able for adoption as well. 

Information: La Conner 
Chamber, 360-466-4778.

Get dolled up for Daffodil Pet Parade

By Katryna Barber

So much is happening at the 
La Conner Swinomish Library 
this month!

March is Women’s Histroy 
Month. Come check out our 
Women’s “Herstory” display to 
find a good selection of nonfic-
tion books about spunky, smart 
women. 

We are participating in Library 
Giving Day, now through April 
4, and invite you to join in 
keeping the library a vibrant, 
welcoming place for all. Your 
gift, through our Foundation, will 
benefit your library as we look 
toward the youth summer read-
ing program, ongoing use of our 
meeting space, author readings, 
musical events, and more.

The Foundation’s goal this 
year is $15,000, with the first 
$5,000 matched thanks to a very 
generous donor. You can reach 
the Foundation at laconnerli-
braryfoundation.org.

It is honestly inspiring to 
witness the miracle of a public 
library in use. The Braves’ Hub 
comes in every Monday after 
school and fills the space with 
laughter, questions, and eager-
ness to check books out and ex-
plore the shelves. It’s opportuni-
ties like this that our Foundation 
is engaging in Library Giving 
Day to support, and it matters.

Library events
12:30-2 p.m. Saturday, March 

9, Gardening for Pollinators: 
Master gardener Virgene Link 
will talk about necessary steps to 
take to attract and keep beneficial 
insects in your garden. She will 
leave time for questions. 

5-6 p.m. Wednesday, March 
20, Armchair Travel to Ireland: 
Learn what it is like to grow up 
in Ireland from La Conner’s own 
Gina Torpey.

3-4 p.m. Friday, March 22, 
Rope Beehive Adult Craft Event:  
Come make a jute rope beehive 
to add some spring fun to your 
home décor.

3-4 p.m. Friday, March 26, 

Humanities Washington speaker: 
Mike VanQuickenborne-  Keep-
ing it Real: How Conversation 
Creates Truth: A philosophy 
teacher at Everett Community 
College, Mike VanQuickenborne 
uses everyday language and ex-
amples to question our assump-
tions about what is real.

The library’s Winter Reads 
theme this year is Around the 
World in 80 Days. Come pick 
up a reading list and instructions 
on how to read and play. It ends 
March 21. 

Story Time is every Friday at 
11 a.m.

L ibrary  Happenings
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THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer 
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY • BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
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By Bill Reynolds

It was a four-letter word that 
defined a briskly paced, 45-min-
ute hybrid Town Council meeting 
at Maple Hall on Feb. 27.

That word was code.
As in the council’s approval 

of both a formal town code of 
ethics and update to La Conner’s 
uniform development code.

The ethics code was one of 
Mayor Marna Hanneman’s first 
initiatives upon taking office in 
January.

“In this climate of people not 
being civil to each other – not that 
this is happening here – I asked 
for a code of ethics,” Hanneman 
said.

Upon adoption of the code, 
following a motion by council 
member Annie Taylor, Hanneman 
implored all who will be bound 
by it to prioritize civility.

“Let’s all be just a little kinder 
to one another,” she said.

The code is designed to affirm 
the dignity and worth of public 
service, stressing the importance 
of dedicating that service to the 
highest ideals of honor and integ-
rity. It emphasizes that the chief 
function of town government is to 
always serve the best interests of 
the public.

One section of the code calls 
upon the town’s elected and 
appointed officials and employees 
to conduct municipal business “in 
a manner which is not only fair in 
fact, but also in appearance.”

Moments later, the council 
approved a proposed code update 
submitted by Town Planner 
Michael Davolio that would 
help ease conversion by the 
Swinomish Tribal Community 
of its apartment complex and 
a single-family residence on S. 
Maple Avenue to a secure and 
staffed care facility for those 
who have undergone treatment at 
Didgwalic Wellness Center.

The code amendment allows 
medical and dental facilities in the 
Maple Avenue residential zone 
with a conditional-use permit so 
long as they are located at least 
400 feet from each other.

“It’s a model program,” 
Hanneman said of the Swinomish 
plan, which is being studied by 
other agencies near and far. “It’s 
the full-meal deal.”

The town has a full plate of 
its own when it comes to future 
major utility and public works 
projects, said Town Administrator 
Scott Thomas. He listed seven 
key items, leading off with $20 
million in mandated upgrades to 
La Conner’s wastewater treatment 
plant. All projects total more than 
$36 million.

“These are conservative num-
bers and we’ll get grants, we’ll 
have assistance, but the grants 
won’t cover everything,” Thomas 
said. “I don’t want to be depress-
ing, but we have projects coming 
up. We don’t have room to ignore 
these projects. They must be 
done.”

In addition, Thomas said the 
town is looking at replacing the 
Channel Drive and La Con-
ner-Whitney Road water lines, 
relocating the Town Public Works 
office and shop, extending First 
Street southward, installing new 
downtown utilities, and acquiring 
a fire engine.

Council member MaryLee 
Chamberlain said town officials 
have been positioning themselves 
to address the pressing needs 
Thomas identified.

“We have a strategic plan in 
place,” Chamberlain said. “We 
can recalibrate and prioritize to 
bring these (projects) to the finish 
line.”

Thomas also addressed hours of 
operation at Town Hall. With staff 
short-handed, he suggested hav-
ing Town Hall open to the public 
Monday through Thursday with 
staff working on site or remotely 
half-time on Fridays.

“This would create more time 
for staff to get work done,” said 
Thomas, who pointed to the four-
day week at Langley’s City Hall.

Council 
OKs code 
of ethics 
for town

By Bill Reynolds

Word is getting out on one 
of Skagit County’s best-kept 
secrets.

That’s thanks to La Conner 
High School alum and former 
Swinomish Tribal Community 
Senator Leon John, now the 
outreach director at Didgwalic 
Wellness Center northwest of 
town along Highway 20.

The Didgwalic facility is a 
rehabilitation center for anyone, 

tribal and non-tribal, dealing with 
addiction or other challenges to 
mental and physical health.

John outlined the Didgwalic 
mission as guest speaker for the 
second in a series of Meet the 
Mayor sessions at La Conner 
Swinomish Library last Saturday.

Mayor Marna Hanneman, 
starting her third month in office, 
invited John to update the public 
on Didgwalic’s acquisition of the 
Conner Place Apartments and 
adjacent single-family residential 

home on S. Maple Avenue.
John said Didgwalic plans 

to covert the property to fully 
staffed and secure transitional 
housing as part of a model proj-
ect that has drawn the attention 
of social services entities from 
around the country.

“Our mission,” said John, “is 
to remove barriers to care. We do 
remove barriers. We don’t want 
people to not be able to receive 
their needed care. I could talk all 
day about the great people who 

provide our services. All our pro-
fessionals are really great with 
our clients.”

Town officials have approved 
an update to La Conner’s 
Uniform Development Code 
that will enable Didgwalic to 
transform the apartments, which 
are zoned for residential use, to a 
health care and wellness venue.

“It will serve as transition-
al housing,” Hanneman said, 

Mayor shares tribe’s wellness plans

By Ken Stern

Shelter Bay Board of Director 
Dan McCaughan resigned in late 
February. 

An email to residents from 
the Shelter Bay Community 
announced his resignation Feb. 
28 and broadcast the “immediate 
board position opening” seeking 
applicants to replace him.

The deadline is no later than 
May 25 for a term through June 
30, 2026. An earlier deadline 
may be set to fill the seat sooner.

McCaughan resigned for per-
sonal reasons, the email said. 

At its Feb. 21 board meet-
ing, the Shelter Bay Company 
directors – the same as the 
Community’s board – sanctioned 
McCaughan for six months for 

violations of the Company Good 
Faith Statement for dissemina-
tion of confidential information.

Board Director Gary Ladd re-
signed Jan. 17, also for personal 

reasons. 
Pat McGarry was appointed 

to replace him at a special board 
meeting Feb. 13. His term runs 
through June 30.

By Ken Stern

Suddenly, the fields around La 
Conner are puddling up. 

February’s 3.2 inches of 
rain is the third above average 
rainfall month in a row. There 
was over 2 inches of rain the 
last six days: 1.2 inches Feb. 28-
29 after 0.8 inches Feb. 24-25. 
With three days of sprinkles, 2.2 
inches fell Feb. 19-29, 71% of 
the month’s precipitation, and 
continued March 1-3. Most of 
the rest, 0.5 inches, came down 
Feb. 11-12. Rain came down on 

17 days. No measurable snow 
fell.

This was the seventh-wettest 
February since 2000. The four 
wettest Februarys have been 
since 2016 with 5.8 inches of 
rain in 2018 the most.

The month was slightly 
warmer, with an average daily 
maximum temperature of 47.8. 
The 59.0 degree reading Feb. 1 
was the month’s warmest day. 
It only frosted twice, on Feb. 16 
and 26, February’s low, at 31 
degrees. The month’s average 
daily minimum of 36.2 degrees 

was 1.5 degrees higher than the 
century average. February’s daily 
average temperature of 41.1 de-
grees was 2.1 degrees above that 
average for the last 25 years.

January’s rain total of 4.6 
inches was 0.6 inches above the 
century average. December’s 
4.6 inches of rain was 1.5 inches 
above the century average.

No temperature or precipita-
tion records were set.

Measurements and data are at 
Washington State University’s 
Mount Vernon weather station on 
Memorial Highway.

Another Shelter Bay Community director resigns board position

Rain Report: February
Rain Feb. 25-March 2: 2.1”
Rainfall in Feb.: 3.2” 
Number of rain days: 17
Least rain, one day: 0.01”, Feb. 9
Most rain, one day: 0.6”, Feb. 28, 
29
Least rain: 1.25”, 2009
Most rain: 5.78”, 2018
Avg. rainfall, 2000-2024: 2.9” *
Rainfall last month, Jan: 4.6” 
* 24 years: no data, 2005
Data from WSU Mount Vernon.

Seventh-wettest February was also pretty mild
(continued on page 10)
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Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

LEGAL NOTICES

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF 

WASHINGTON 
FOR KING COUNTY
In Re The Estate of:

MARLENE A. NELSON,
Deceased.

No. 24-4-01132-1 SEA
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

(NTCRD)
The person named below has 

been appointed as Personal 
Representative of this Estate.  
Any person having a claim 
against the decedent must, be-
fore the time the claim would 
be barred by any otherwise 
applicable statute of limita-
tions, present the claim in the 
manner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the Personal Repre-
sentative or the Personal Rep-
resentative’s attorney at the 
address stated below a copy of 
the claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication: 

February 21, 2024.
S.\Thomas R. James
THOMAS R. JAMES, Per-

sonal Representative
S.\Eric Landeen
Eric Landeen, WSBA 

#53824; Attorney for Thom-
as R. James, Personal 
Representative
Address for Mailing or 

Service: 
Eric Landeen, Attorney
9395 NE Shore, PO Box 163, 

Indianola, WA 98342
360-265-3554
Court of probate proceedings 

and cause number:
King County Superior Court
No. 24-4-01132-1 SEA
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, February 21, 
28, and March 6, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF WHATCOM
IN RE THE ESTATE 
OF CHARLOTTE G. 

HUNTLEY, DECEASED.
NO. 24 4 00166 37

NONPROBATE NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS RCW 

11.42.030
JUDGE: DAVID E. 

FREEMAN
The notice agent named be-

low has elected to give no-
tice to creditors of the above-
named decedent. As of the 
date of the filing of a copy of 
this notice with the court, the 
notice agent has no knowledge 
of any other person acting as 
notice agent or of the appoint-
ment of a personal representa-
tive of the decedent’s estate in 
the state of Washington. Ac-
cording to the records of the 
court as are available on the 
date of the filing of this notice 
with the court, a cause number 
regarding the decedent has not 
been issued to any other notice 
agent, and a personal represen-
tative of the decedent’s estate 
has not been appointed.
Any person having a claim 

against the decedent must, be-
fore the time the claim would 
be barred by any otherwise 
applicable statute of limita-
tions, present the claim in the 
manner as provided in RCW 
11.42.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the notice agent 
or the notice agent’s attorney 
at the address stated below a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim with 

the court in which the notice 
agent’s declaration and oath 
were filed. The claim must be 
presented within the later of: 
(1) Thirty days after the notice 
agent served or mailed the no-
tice to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.42.020(2)(c); 
or (2) Four months after the 
date of first publication of the 
notice. If the claim is not pre-
sented within this time frame, 
the claim is forever barred, 
except as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.42.050 and 
11.42.060. This bar is effective 
as to claims against both the 
decedent’s probate and non-
probate assets.
Date of First Publication: 

February 28, 2024
The notice agent declares un-

der penalty of perjury under 
the laws of the state of Wash-
ington on February 14, 2024, 
at Bellingham, Washington, 
that the foregoing is true and 
correct.
__________________
ROBERT HUNTLEY
Notice Agent: ROBERT 

HUNTLEY
2219 Lake Park Drive
Anacortes, WA 98221
Attorney for notice agent: 

KATTI ESP
301 Prospect Street
Bellingham, WA 98225
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice: KATTI ESP
301 Prospect Street
Bellingham, WA 98225
Court of notice agent’s 
Declaration and Oath: Supe-

rior Court of Whatcom County
Cause Number: 24 4 00166 

37
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, February 28, 
March 6, and March 13, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF SKAGIT
Estate of

WILLIAM JOSIAH 
MERCER,

Deceased. Cause No. 24-4-
00044-29 

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

The personal representa-
tive named below has been 
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate. Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative or 
the personal representative’s 
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim 
and filing the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim must 
be presented within the later 
of: (1) thirty days after the per-
sonal representative served or 
mailed the notice to the cred-
itor as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice. If the 
claim is not presented with-
in this time frame, the claim 
is forever barred, except as 
otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication: 

February 28. 2024
Personal Representative:  

Shawnee Nelson
Attorney for the Person-

al Representative:  Marcella 
Albert
Address for Mailing 

or Service: Freeman & 
Freeman-Albert
406 South 2nd Street, Mount 

Vernon, WA 98273
(425) 317-9000 
Court of probate proceed-

ings & cause number:  Skagit 
County Superior Court: 
24-4-00044-29
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, February 28, 
March 6, and March 13, 2024.

GOT
NEWS?

Email:
editor@laconnernews.com

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON

FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
Nonprobate Estate of

STEVEN CRAIG WILLIS,
Deceased.

NO. 24-4-00100-29
NONPROBATE NOTICE

TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.42.030)

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
As Notice Agent, I have 

elected to give notice to Dece-
dent’s creditors.
On the date of filing of this 

Nonprobate Notice to Credi-
tors with the Court:
• I had no knowledge of:
§ Any other person acting as 

Notice Agent, or
§ The appointment of a Per-

sonal Representative for Dece-
dent’s probate estate in the 
state of Washington.
• According to the records 

of the Court that were then 
available:
§ No cause number regarding 

Decedent had been issued to 
any other Notice Agent, and
§ No Personal Representative 

of Decedent’s probate estate 
had been appointed.
Any person having a claim 

against Decedent must present 
the claim:
• Before the time when the 

claim would be barred by any 
applicable statute of limita-
tions, and
• In the manner provided in 

RCW 11.42.070:
§ By filing with the Court the 

original of the signed Credi-
tor’s Claim, and
§ By serving upon or mailing 

by first class mail to me at the 
address provided below a copy 
of the signed Creditor’s Claim.
The Creditor’s Claim must be 

presented by the later to occur 
of:
• Thirty (30) days after I 

served or mailed this Notice 
to you as provided in RCW 
11.42.020(2)(c), or
• Four (4) months after the 

date of first publication of this 
Notice.
If the Creditor’s Claim is not 

presented within the foregoing 
time period, the claim will be 
forever barred except as pro-
vided in RCW 11.42.050 and 
11.42.060.  This bar is effec-
tive for claims against both 
the Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
In accordance with RCW 

9A.72.085, I declare under 
penalty of perjury under the 
laws of the State of Washing-
ton that the foregoing is true 
and correct to the best of my 
knowledge.
SIGNED this 20th day of 

February, 2024 at Mount Ver-
non, Washington.
Signature: /s/____________
Nan Willis, Notice Agent
Address for Mailing or 

Service:
4048 Autumn Way
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Date of First Publication of 

this Notice: February 28, 2024
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, February 28, 
March 6 and March 13, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF 

WASHINGTON 
FOR SKAGIT COUNTY

In Re The Estate of:
MICHAEL EUGENE 

LONG,
Deceased.

No. 24-4-00076-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

(NTCRD)
PATRICK LONG has been 

appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative of this Estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the Personal Representative 
or the Personal Representa-
tive’s attorney at the address 
stated below a copy of the 
claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication: 

March 6, 2024.
Personal Representative
Print Name: PATRICK 

already addressed in the 
underlying motion.”

At the first court hear-
ing on March 31, 2023, 
Henrie’s attorney sought 
an injunction to remove 
these board members and 
prevent them from making 
financial decisions, includ-
ing approving the commu-
nity’s 2023 interim lease 
with the Swinomish Indian 
Tribal Community.

Henrie’s suit alleged 
malfeasance and failure 
in these board members’ 
actions and conduct for 
passing the “invalid budget 
in violation of both the 
bylaws of SBC Inc. and the 
Revised Code of Washing-
ton.” It also alleges that the 
board “failed to mail the 
budget to its members as 
required,” so it was never 
properly ratified, and that 
the board’s following of 
this “undisclosed, im-
properly ratified budget” 
is costing residents “an 
on-going cumulative loss 
of over … $100,000 … 
every month in unautho-
rized and unexplained fee 
increases.”

Riquelme denied the 
injunction but allowed 
Henrie’s complaint 
alleging actual damages 
incurred to go forward. A 
stay, or halt to discovery, 
was placed on Henrie’s 

attorneys in August.
After delays due to 

defense attorney Paul 
Taylor’s unavailability, 
at a Dec. 14, 2023, court 
hearing the defense filed 
a motion for summary 
judgment.

The court again found 
Henrie has standing and 
denied the motion to 
dismiss. The court clerk’s 
summary note: “the 
fiduciary argument cannot 
move forward due to the 
stay of discovery. … notes 
discovery needs to move 
forward.”

Under court order, de-
fense attorneys prepared a 
(Proposed) Order Denying 
Defendants’ Motion for 
Summary Judgment, dated 
Jan. 10, 2024.

At the Feb. 8 hearing, 
Riquelme signed 
an order confirming 
Henrie’s standing; denied 
defendants’ challenge that 
Henrie improperly pursued 
a derivative action; denied 
the defendants’ motion for 
summary judgment “as to 
the issue of standing”; and 
lifted its Aug. 25, 2023, 
stay on Henrie’s attorneys 
for discovery.

Sources close to the case 
have told the Weekly News 
that discovery depositions 
of the defendants are 
scheduled for late March 
and early April.

The defendants’ motion 
for reconsideration has to 
be scheduled and heard.

“The kids we have will 
do well,” head track coach 
Peter Voorhees said. “After 
week one, everybody 
seems to have bought in. 
They seem pretty focused.”

A similar preseason 
report flowed from the 
baseball diamond.

“The guys have been 
looking good in the (bat-
ting) cage,” said Braves’ 
assistant coach Preston 
Stewart. 

He and baseball co-
coach Andy Otis were 
pleased with La Conner’s 
roster balance as the 
Braves enjoy a mix of sea-
soned letter winners and 

talented prospects. Stewart 
noted the extra work put 
in by senior hurler Ivory 
Damien, who is focused 
on developing secondary 
pitches to augment his 
fastball.

The baseball and soft-
ball teams are scheduled 
to open the ’24 season, 
weather permitting, at 
Muckleshoot Tribal School 
in Auburn on March 12. 
Both games start at 4 p.m. 
The Braves host Evergreen 
of Seattle at 4 p.m. March 
14, while the Lady Braves 
visit Edmonds-Woodway, 
also at 4 p.m. March 14.

The La Conner boys’ 
and girls’ golfers debut at 
4 p.m. March 21 opposite 
Mount Vernon Christian at 
Swinomish Links.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

LONG
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
Print Name and Bar #:Heath-

er Ledgerwood #56238
Address for Mailing or 

Service: 
Heather Ledgerwood
Wade Law Offices
6100 219th St SW, Suite 480
Mountlake Terrace, WA 

98043
800-835-2634
Court of probate proceedings 

and cause number:
Skagit County Superior 

Court
Case No. 24-4-00076-29
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, March 6, 13, 
and 20, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 24-4-00108-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
In the Matter of the Estate 

of
Robert H. Ruby, Deceased
The personal representative 

named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate.  Any person 
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below, a copy of 
the claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of first publication: 

March 6, 2024
Henry W. Ruby
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
KATE SZUREK, WSBA 

#26723
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway 

Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, March 6, 13, 
and 20, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY

In the Matter of the Estate 
of RICKY J SKILLMAN, 

Deceased.
Cause No. 24-4 00090 29

PROBATE NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS (RCW 

11.40.030)
The Personal Representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative of this estate. Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to the 
Personal Representative at the 
address stated below a copy of 
the claim and filing the origi-
nal of the claim with the court. 
The claim must be presented 
within the later of: (1) thirty 
days after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed the 
notice to the creditor as provid-
ed under RCW 11.40.020(3); 
or (2) four months after the 
date of first publication of the 
notice. If the claim is not pre-
sented within this time frame, 
the claim is forever barred, 
except as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060. This bar is effec-
tive as to claims against both 
the decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication: 

3/6/2024
Personal Representative: 

CARLY WICKER
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice: 36939 HOYLE LANE 
SEDRO WOOLLEY WA, 
98284
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, March 6, 
March 13, March 20 2024.

Shelter Bay
. . . (from page 1)

Spring sports
. . . (from page 4)



COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

NOT TO BE MISSED
La Conner Chamber of 
Commerce Daffodil Pet 
Parade, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Saturday, March 9. Photos, 
games, red-carpet costume 
contest. Parade route follows 
First Street from the La Conner 
Marina to Maple Hall. Register 
your pet beginning at 10 a.m. in 
south marina parking lot.

Skagit Habitat for Humanity 
Raise the Roof Gala and Ben-
efit Auction, 5 p.m. Saturday, 
March 9, Swinomish Casino 
and Lodge. Skagit Habitat for 
Humanity’s annual fundraiser 
offers dinner, drinks, live enter-
tainment, silent and live auctions, 
a raffle and more. Purchase 
tickets at skagithabitat.com or 
call 360-428-9402.

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish Library. 
520 Morris St., La Conner. 360-
466-3352. www.lclib.lib.wa.us. 
Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.
Storytime for Children. 11 a.m. 
every Friday. 
• Tech Help. Noon to 2 p.m. 

every Tuesday. One-on-one 
support in 30-minute blocks.

• Dungeons & Dragons Club. 
3-5 p.m. every Tuesday. No 
gaming experience necessary.

Mount Vernon Public Library. 
315 Snoqualmie St., Mount 
Vernon. 360-336-6209, mount-

vernonwa.gov. 
• Seedling Storytime: 10:30 

a.m. Tuesdays. For young 
ones who may be shy or who 
like more caregiver support.

• LEGO Building: 1-5:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays and 1-3:30 p.m. 
Saturdays. Family fun for all 
ages. LEGO bricks supplied.

• Board Games: 1-5:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays. Classic board 
games for a variety of ages.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220 
10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-
8067, CityofAnacortes.org.
• Family Storytime: 10-11:30 

a.m. Fridays. If the first ses-
sion is full, visit the children’s 
desk for a ticket to the next 
one. For ages birth to 5, 
siblings welcome.

• Maker Time: 4-5:15 p.m. 
Thursdays. Ages 8-12. Maker 
Time is all about STEAM. 
Challenges include robotics, 
circuitry, chemistry experi-
ments, engineering marvels, 
art and design.

• LEGO at the Library: 3:30-
5:30 p.m. Mondays. Bricks 
provided.

Burlington Public Library. 820 
E. Washington Ave., Burlington. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library. 
• Bilingual Storytime: 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Saturdays. For 
ages 6 and under and their 
caregivers. Enjoy stories and 
songs in English and Spanish. 
Craft or STEM-based play 

follows.
• Knitting Club: 6 p.m. Wednes-

days, all ages.

MUSEUMS
Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum. 703 S. Second 
St., La Conner.11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday through Sunday. 
qfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288. 
Current exhibits: 
• Birds of a Fiber: Through 

March 24. A celebration of 
all things ornithological and 
in collaboration with the La 
Conner Birding Festival. 

• Art Evolved: Intertwined Stone 
Portraits and Sacred Stones-
capes: Artwork by Denise 
Labadie, through May 5.

Skagit County Historical 
Museum. 360-466-3365 or 
skagitcounty.net/museum. Hours 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday-Sun-
day. The museum is seeking 
donations of vintage, holiday 
wares, craft supplies, collectibles 
and unique items for their annual 
Sale at the School in April. Con-
tact jwolfe@co.skagit.wa.us.
Current exhibits: 
• Barber Historians: Just a Little 

Off the Top 
• Maybe She’s Born With It: 

Maybe It’s the History of Hair 
and Makeup

Museum of Northwest Art. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday-Satur-
day, noon-5 p.m. Sunday and 
Monday. monamuseum.org, 
360-466-4446. Current exhibits 
through May 12:
• Silva Cascadia: Under the 

Spell of the Forest features 
2- and 3-dimensional works 
by Northwest women artists 
inspired by forests and trees.

• At the Seam: The exhibition 
asks to look not only at the 
individual works but also at 

the “seams,” where works 
representing different artistic 
trends and cultural identities 
come in touch with each other.

• My Roots: Honoring the Cul-
tural Identity of Skagit Valley’s 
Under-Resourced Children: 
Outside In Gallery

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum is looking for 
museum host and gift shop vol-
unteers to donate 6 hours of time 
per month. Complete a volunteer 
application at www.qfamuseum.
org or visit the museum, 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Wednesday through 
Sunday, 703 Second St., or call 
Jacque Chase 360-466-4288 
x 101.

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank. 
Food distribution from 2:30-5 
p.m. every Monday, 602 S. Third 
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878. 
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Swinomish Helping Hands 
Food Bank. Food distribution 
from 2-5 p.m. every Thursday. 
Non-essentials every first 
Thursday. 17444 Snee Oosh 
Road, La Conner. 360-856-2211. 
helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

Skagit Valley Humane Society. 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington. 
360-757-0445. Find volunteer 
and donation opportunities online 
at skagithumane.org.

MEETINGS
Town of La Conner Council 
Meeting, 6 p.m. Tuesday, March 
12. For current agenda, go to 
www.townoflaconner.org. Sign 
up for “Notify Me” to get current 
town information.

DOWNTOWN LA CONNER, 
COMMERCIAL OFFICE SPACE 
FOR LEASE. 125 E. Washington 
St., Suite B. 240 square feet, 
shared restroom, tenant parking 
lot. $525 per month. One-year 
minimum agreement, includes 
water, sewer, gas, electricity, 
grounds maintenance, property 
taxes, building insurance, limited 
trash removal. Call 360-466-
4446 ext. 103 

BUSINESS MANAGER OR 
BOOKKEEPER: Which job 
do you want to take at the La 
Conner Weekly News? Minimum 
need is to manage deposits, 
invoicing, payroll and taxes for 
award-winning, financially robust 
weekly newspaper. Good pay. 
Good work environment. Good 
way to support your local com-
munity. Call Ken: 360-466-3315.

CLEANING SERVICES 
OFFERED: Home or office. 
Estimates provided. Good quality 
work. Reasonable rates. Call for 
estimate. References available. 
360-202-1288.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now 1-888-674-7053.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE with a 
$325 classified listing or $1,600 
for a display ad. Call this newspa-
per or 360-344-2938 for details. 

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor

Roast Pork
Low and slow is my motto for cooking pork. Use a 

low temperature and roast it for hours. I had a frozen 
5.5 pound, bone-in shoulder pork roast. This recipe 
also includes time and temperature of a thawed pork 
shoulder roast. The day before, I roasted slices of red 
cabbage, or, you could sauté cabbage. I also used my 
homemade red cabbage sauerkraut. They were the 
perfect combination to nestle the pork roast into. 

FIND CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU  
ANSWERS ON PAGE 8
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CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

Ingredients 
• Bone-in pork shoul-

der roast, 5.5 lbs 
• Red cabbage, 

sliced/roasted or 
sautéed 

• Red sauerkraut, 1 
pint 

• Olive oil, 1 table-
spoon 

Preparation
Preheat oven to 250 

F for a frozen roast. For 
a thawed pork roast, 
preheat oven to 325 F. 

Oil the bottom and 
sides of a cast iron Dutch 
oven. Layer the bottom 
with the cooked cab-
bage. Then layer with the 
sauerkraut. Nestle the 
roast into the cabbage 
mixtures. Add more 

cooked cabbage along 
the sides of the roast. 
Cover with lid. 

For frozen pork, roast 
for 6 hours. Remove the 
lid for the last 30 to 40 
minutes. To roast fresh/
thawed pork, allow 30 to 
45 minutes per pound. 
Either way, you want an 
internal temperature of 
170 degrees. 

I love color, so I served 
this with sweet potato 
and white potato that I 
boiled separately.



POLICE BLOTTERPOLICE BLOTTER
SKAGIT COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
    ARNEST1044BW 

360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.
New arrivals weekly!

Photos posted Thursdays on our
Facebook page 

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun 
11 AM – 5 PM
 3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!

Donations accepted Monday
1pm – 3pm

Proceeds from our
non-profit shop benefit

our community.

It’s All Here!
Clothing, Housewares,
Furniture, Collectibles,
Linens, Books, Shoes,
Art, Antiques, More~
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360-466-9932 
702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

VOTED SKAGIT’S BEST FISH & CHIPS 2023 
EST. 1972  Family Operated

Kitchen OPEN 
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM 
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

& EATERY, Inc.

Good Jobs for the Skagit Valley 
www.portofskagit.com     |     360-757-0011 

Aerospace Manufacturing 
Marine Manufacturing 

Value-added Agriculture 
Broadband Infrastructure 
Economic Development  

General Manufacturing 
Business Aviation 
Outdoor Recreation 

 

And so much more….. 

Monday, Feb. 19
8:01 a.m.: Plowing with a car – A line 
of cars was stopped on McLean Road 
at La Conner Whitney for the stop sign. 
A driver traveling west was not paying 
attention and ran into the back car 
causing a chain reaction of 3 cars being 
shoved into one another. This was a 4 
car collision caused by the first car not 
stopping.McLean / La Conner Whitney 
Rds., Greater La Conner.

Tuesday, Feb. 27
4:21 p.m. Finally taken away – Depu-
ties again responded to the abandoned 
van on Downey Road that had been 
there for several weeks. The Owner had 
failed to remove it and the deputy had it 

impounded as abandoned. Downey Rd., 
Greater La Conner. 

Thursday, Feb. 29
5:53 p.m.: Some harm, no ticket – 
Vehicle backing out of Pioneer Market hit 
another car and cause minor damage. 
The deputy helped with info exchange 
but did not issue any citations.  Morris 
St., La Conner.

Friday, March 1
12:21 p.m.: Another First Street MVA – 
A subject parked on First Street opened 
their door right as another vehicle was 
passing. Opening the door into the other 
car caused damage to the passing cars 
door and mirror. 1st St., La Conner.

48
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We are Celebrating our 94th Year in Business All Month Long!
A special thank you to all our wonderful clients through all the years!

94th Anniversary Savings
$94.00* off any purchase of in-stock items of $500.00 ormore.

*Good thruMarch 2024. Not to be used on special orders, appraisals,
jewelry repairs or watch repairs.

Cannot be combinedwith any other discount, booklets raffle gift certs.
Additional restrictions may apply - see store for details.

18kt white gold radiant
cut diamond ring

14kt white gold fancy
cut amethyst pendant

14kt white gold diamond
hoops

By Greg Whiting

The Skagit Valley Clean Energy 
Alliance will be sponsoring a new 
Solarize program this year, to 
help facilitate and accelerate the 
installation of new rooftop solar 
generation systems throughout 
Skagit County. When final details 
are available, I’ll write a whole 
column about this year’s Solarize 
program, including details on how 
you can participate, starting with 
a no-obligation analysis of your 
home by one of the pre-selected 
participating contractors. 

In the meantime, though, we’ve 
gotten the bids from the contrac-
tors, and they had exciting news. 
Installed costs will be up to 16% 
lower than they were just last year 
– as low as $2.35/watt before tax 
incentives - a little under $5,000 
for a 3-kilowatt system, after a 
30% federal tax credit. 

It’s not necessary to install 
enough solar panels to power 
your whole house to make good 
use of a new solar installation. For 
instance, it may take 10 kilowatts 
of photovoltaic (PV) energy to 
power your house, but only 3 
kilowatts to power your car. 

A 3-kilowatt PV system in La 
Conner can be expected to gen-
erate about 3,300 kilowatt-hours 
of electricity per year. A typical 

new all-electric car, driven 12,000 
miles/year, uses about 3,300 kilo-
watt-hours of electricity a year. 
Adding a car charger to a house 
typically costs $2,000 to $3,000. 

A typical new gasoline or 
diesel internal combustion 
engine car, driven 12,000 miles/
year, uses about 472 gallons of 
fuel. Fuel here costs about $4/
gallon, so an internal combustion 
engine car costs about $1,900 a 
year for fuel alone, plus around 
$100 a year for two oil changes, 
or $2,000/year total for costs that 
inherently aren’t incurred with an 
electric car. 

So, adding just enough solar 
energy to your home to fully 
power an electric car, plus the 
car charger, would cost about 
the same as four years’ worth of 
gas and oil. After that, your fuel 
would effectively be free for the 
life of the solar system. 

By the time a new solar system 
is 30 or 40 years old and needs 
to be replaced, the cost of solar 
panels is likely to have fallen very 
substantially again, and the price 

of fuel is likely to have gone up 
again. 

Solar panels are a manufactured 
product. Tariffs targeting man-
ufacturers in certain countries, 
and various supply chain issues, 
can drive solar prices up during 
any given year. However, over 
several years, the performance 
of solar panels goes up and their 
costs come down, due to compe-
tition that drives improvements 
in manufacturing technology and 
mass production. This trend has 
been underway for decades. There 
is no reason to believe it will stop 
any time soon. Solar power – and 
batteries – will inevitably become 
less and less expensive. 

Oil is a discovered product. 
The price of oil has to go up in 
the long run. Newly discovered 
oil has to be produced from more 
and more remote and expensive 
locations, like deep offshore or 
northern Siberia, because all of 
the less remote locations in which 
any significant oil may exist 
have already been developed. 
Enhanced production techniques 
(including fracking) used in less 
remote fields are more expensive 
than conventional production. 
Either way, oil producers that 
want to get a reasonable return 
on future oil will have to do so by 
relying on ever-higher oil prices.

Solar installation costs will keep on dropping

“while housing is being built on 
Swinomish Reservation.”

While residing in the tran-
sitional housing, Didgwalic 
clients will be able to confer with 
counselors, enroll in life skills 
courses, and prepare for re-entry 
into society and become produc-
tive citizens, John said.

“The thing to me that’s im-
pressive,” said Hanneman, who 
has toured the main Didgwalic 
campus where 150 staff members 
are employed, “is that everyone 
should be treated with digni-
ty and respect. That’s what’s 
happening (at Didgwalic). This 
is very exciting to me. We’re a 
village and we want to help each 
other out.”

“I’m glad she was able to 
tour our facility,” John said of 
Hanneman’s visit to Didgwalic. 
“Going there and seeing it is 
way different than what you hear 
about it.”

John said he delayed his 
planned senate retirement an 
additional term at the behest 
of longtime Swinomish Social 
Services Director John Stephens, 
now retired, to help get Didgwal-
ic open in 2017. It’s in the former 
Bayside Fitness Building.

“We renovated it to suit our 

specific needs,” said John. “We 
added offices, a dental clinic, and 
a child watch center. We immedi-
ately outgrew ourselves.”

Didgwalic has subsequently 
purchased the former site of the 
Circus Drive-In to accommodate 
expansion. The center now main-
tains a fleet of more than a dozen 
vans that provide client transpor-
tation in Skagit, Whatcom, Island 
and Snohomish counties.

“On a slow day, 250 clients 
will come through,” said John, 
“It’s amazing to see the broad 
range of people who come in.”

John said being inclusive is the 
foundation upon which Didgwal-
ic is built.

“One of the most misunder-
stood things is that it isn’t just for 
native people,” John said. “We’re 
open to everyone and we take 
drop-ins.”

John said it’s not always easy 
to recognize those in need of care 
for addiction or who are strug-
gling with mental health issues.

“We could probably walk 
through town and find four or 
five people who could use our 
services,” John said.

Hanneman encourages people 
to tour the main Didgwalic facili-
ty, while John said those wishing 
to obtain further information 
about the wellness center’s pro-
grams may contact him at Leon.
john@didgwalic.com.

Skagit Valley Clean Energy 
Alliance (SVCEA) announces 
the launch of Solarize Skagit, a 
new solar energy program avail-
able now through July 4. 

This program will support 
Skagit residents to install solar 
panels on their homes, business-
es and farms. You can reserve 
your free solar assessment online 
at Solarizeskagit.org 

Installing solar can seem 
daunting, from perceived costs, 
to technical details, to figuring 
out which installers to choose. 
SVCEA is sponsoring Solarize 
Skagit, a solar group purchasing 
program in partnership with 
Olympia Community Solar. 
Olympia Community Solar’s 

previous Solarize programs have 
resulted in over 250 solar instal-
lations around the Puget Sound. 

To launch the campaign, 
SVCEA participated in a compet-
itive bidding process to find 
installers. It vetted contractors 
for equipment quality, business 
practices, and negotiated special 

pricing with Western Solar, Truly 
Electric & Solar, Northwest 
Electric & Solar, and Blossom 
Solar. By purchasing materials in 
bulk and partnering with trusted 
installers, SVCEA is making the 
process of going solar simple, 
secure, and accessible.

Sign up for a free solar site 
assessment at solarizeskagit.org. 
Aninstaller will provide a virtual 
or in-person site assessment of 
your home or business and pro-
vide a detailed solar proposal at 
the campaign’s discounted group 
rate. If you choose to contract, 
the solar installer will schedule 
the date of your solar installation. 

Group offers new solar power program
Solarize Skagit
To learn more about the 
Solarize Skagit campaign, 
attend a free community 
workshop hosted by the 
Museum of Northwest Art 
(MONA) at 1 p.m. Saturday, 
March 9.

Source: Skagit Valley Clean 
Energy Alliance

Didgwalic
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Washington does not have an in-
come tax and there are no serious 
proposals in the Legislature to 
impose one. 

The Washington Supreme 
Court has long ruled that a 
statewide graduated income tax 
in Washington is unconstitution-
al. On 10 occasions since 1934, 
Washington voters have shot 
down ballot measures that could 
have allowed the state to adopt 
personal or corporate income 
taxes, according to the secretary 
of state.

Opponents of the tax initiative 
said an income tax could be a 
tool to help make Washington’s 
tax code less regressive, where 
the tax burden is heavier for 
lower earners. 

Parental rights 
Initiative 2081, or the “parents’ 

bill of rights,” would require 
public school materials, such 
as textbooks, curriculum and 
a child’s medical records, to 
be easily available for review 
by parents. It would also allow 
parents to opt their child out of 
assignments and other activities 
involving questions about the 
student’s sexual experiences or 

their family’s religious beliefs. 
It passed unanimously through 

the Washington Senate. 
Many of the rights outlined in 

the initiative are already in state 
or federal law.

Police pursuits 
Initiative 2113 would give po-

lice in Washington more leeway 
to pursue suspected criminals by 
erasing restrictions on when they 
can undertake vehicle pursuits.

The Legislature put limits in 
place in 2021 as part of a suite 
of policing changes passed in 
response to the 2020 murder of 
George Floyd in Minneapolis 
and other high-profile police kill-
ings – reforms aimed at reducing 
the potential for violence and 
death in police responses.

Under the initiative, an officer 
will be able to engage in a 
pursuit if they have reasonable 
suspicion a person has violated 
the law.

The Senate passed the mea-
sure 36-13 with only Democrats 
opposed.

In the House, floor speeches 
spanned an hour before the mea-
sure passed 77-20.

First published March 4. 
Copyright 2024 Washington 
State Standard. Reprinted with 
permission. More at https://
washingtonstatestandard.com
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