
By Bill Reynolds

They come from opposite ends of 
the country, different generations and 
work separately at Town Hall. 

But Ajah (pronounced Asia) Eills 
and Lynne Lovejoy, the Town of La 
Conner’s new staff hires, complement 
one another quite nicely. 

Eills, a native of Concord, New 
Hampshire and a 2021 graduate 
of College of the Holy Cross, in 
Worcester, Massachusetts – a Jesuit 
school that has produced numerous 
business and political leaders, actors 
and sports stars – arrived here in 
November as the assistant planner. 

Lovejoy, who studied at Skagit 
Valley College, Western Washington 
University and the University of 
Washington, hails from the family that 

owned the old Paul Bunyan Lumber 
Yard in Mount Vernon, where as part 
of the family business she painted the 
iconic 12-foot sign bearing the image 
of the legendary lumberjack. She has 
been a part-time staff assistant since 
mid-October. 

Eills and Lovejoy are glad to have 
joined the Town ranks and are making 
a positive impression thus far. 

“We’re very happy to have them 
both on board,” Town Administrator 
Scott Thomas told the Weekly News. 
“It’s been impressive seeing what 
they’ve been able to accomplish in 
such a short time.” 

Eills, tasked with handling permit 
intake duties, is available on days 
when planner Michael Davolio is out 
of the office. Lovejoy, who has an 
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CHANNEL FLOODING AN ALL-HANDS-ON-DECK EMERGENCY – This was the scene mid-Tuesday morning, Dec. 27, 
looking south from La Conner Town Hall down Third Street. Swinomish Channel flood waters continued to rise, with the 
deepest pooling in the Caledonia and Fourth streets area.                                                                    – Photo by Nancy Crowell

Swinomish Channel, Dec. 27, 2022
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La Conner community combats wave of saltwater flooding

December was 
frosty and frozen
By Ken Stern

Just like December 2021, last month was a 
witch’s brew of bad weather the last 11 days of 
the year. First we froze, with record cold mornings 
of 7.6, 5.9 and 22.5 degrees Dec. 21-23 (and Dec. 
2: 23.5 degrees). Between six and seven inches 
of snow were measured by volunteer weather 
recorders in La Conner Dec. 20. But, the opposite 
of last year, there were record high temperatures of 
58.1, 59.1 and 56.6 degrees Dec. 25-27.

The month was thoroughly cold, with the average 
daily minimum of 34.3 degrees 3.7 degrees below 
the century average. December’s average high of 
44.7 degrees was 2.9 degrees below the 23 year 
average and the daily average temperature of 39.8 
degrees was 3.5 degrees under the century average.

Twenty mornings were below 32 degrees, but 
only two went below 20.4 degrees: Dec. 21-22. 

For whiplash, six mornings the last week the 
low was 41.2 degrees or higher, with highs ranging 
between 51.4 and 59.1 degrees. 

The 2.9 inches of precipitation was 0.4 inches, 
12.3%, below the century average of 3.4 inches 
of moisture. This was one of seven years with 
less than three inches of rain and matched 2021’s 
rainfall. The other five low rain years were 2013 
and prior. Fourteen years there have been over 
three inches of rain. The seven inches in 2015 was 
the most rainfall this century.

There are 21 years of data, with no records for 
2002 or 2005. 

The 28.6 inches of rain in 2022 is 3.3 inches, 
10.2%, below the century’s average of 31.9 inches. 
Seven months were below the average rainfall, 
with June and November’s abundant moisture 
pulling the average up. It rained once in July and 
September, each, and only Aug. 5-7.

Measurements and data are at Washington State 
University’s Mount Vernon weather station on 
Memorial Highway. 

By Bill Reynolds

Normal lasted less than 24 hours 
last week after La Conner weathered 
heavy snowfall and thick ice before 
Christmas that brought the community 
to a virtual standstill. 

Winter king tides along with high 
westerly winds and low barometric 
pressure contributing to steady rain 
and rapid melt-off combined to pro-
duce flood conditions causing signif-
icant damage to more than a dozen 
homes and businesses in the town’s 
low-lying areas from Sherman Street 
(south) to State Street (north) and 
downtown last Tuesday morning. 

The fast-rising Swinomish Channel 
flooding, fueled by Skagit River 
run-off, prompted La Conner Mayor 
Ramon Hayes to issue a state of 
emergency Dec. 27. 

The declaration Hayes signed au-
thorized Town staff to take immediate 
emergency measures to protect the 
health and safety of persons, property 
and the environment in La Conner. 

“We’re working with (Skagit 
County) emergency management,” he 
told the Weekly News last Wednesday, 
“and we’re looking to forge a strategy 
with our legislative representatives.” 

That strategy would be both short-
term and long-range in nature, said 
Hayes. 

“As terrible as this event was and I 
wish it had never happened,” Hayes 
said, “I think La Conner is the perfect 
size to put together a model (flood 
control) plan that we can present to our 
legislators and the governor.” 

In the meantime, Hayes and Town 
Administrator Scott Thomas are asking 
residents and merchants to report flood 

damages by Jan. 11 for potential state 
disaster relief aid. 

“The more damage reports we 
have,” said Thomas, “the better our 
chances of receiving assistance.” 

The list should be lengthy. 
The interior of Santo Coyote 

Mexican Kitchen at Morris and Second 
streets was swamped with six inches 
of water. After the front entrance was 
sandbagged, a drain cleared and water 
swept away, the restaurant re-opened 
later in the week. 

Water gushed inside other businesses 
as well, including handmade. la 
conner, Nell Thorn’s and Clever Kathy 
Designs on First Street. The latter 
store’s carpet had to be pulled due to 
mildew damage and cardboard boxes 
containing merchandise were soaked, 
co-owner Al Felkar said. 

“We’ve had flooding before,” he 
said, “but nothing quite like this.” 

Felkar, Chamber of Commerce 
Director Mark Hulst, Town Council 
member Rick Dole, Town public 
works employees, La Conner firefight-
ers, Swinomish Emergency Manager 
Brian Geer and others were on the 
boardwalk early Wednesday to assess 
flood impact and monitor that morn-
ing’s king tide. 

None anticipated a repeat of 
Tuesday’s torrent, which fortunately 
proved to be the case. 

“Having higher air pressure is defi-
nitely a factor,” Dole said. 

Geer termed Tuesday a “perfect 
storm” of conditions that bore highly 
imperfect consequences. Like Dole, 
he and Adam Avery of La Conner’s 
fire department welcomed the rise of 
barometric pressure Wednesday. 

La Conner is no stranger to winter 

flooding, going back decades. But few 
if any could remember a surge of water 
from Swinomish Channel as severe as 
that experienced Dec. 27. 

Public Works Director Brian Lease 
likened it to a river that quickly con-
verted some lawns in town to virtual 
lakes, requiring prolonged use of 
pumps to remove the water. 

“We were ready for the king tide,” 
said Lease, whose crews had worked 
Christmas Day on a Maple Avenue 
water issue, “but there was also the 
low pressure, high winds and rain that 
were part of the mix.” 

A KING-TV news team was in La 
Conner in the aftermath of the flood to 
interview Thomas and townspeople. 

The Seattle station spoke with for-
mer Weekly News editor and publisher 
Sandy Stokes, a Caledonia Street resi-
dent, whose home was inundated with 
10 inches of water. Stokes told news 
staff that she and husband Bill had to 
pump water out of a bathroom window 
prior to evacuating. 

“We’re alive, we’re good,” Sandy 
Stokes said. “Everything is good. 
Nobody drowned. Nobody was hurt.” 

Stuart Welch said on-air that he 
considered himself fortunate that water 
didn’t enter his home at Caledonia and 
Fourth streets. 

“The water got to within one inch of 
coming in the house,” said Welch. 

Even so, he didn’t completely es-
cape the deluge. Deep water collected 
in his garage, destroying items stored 
there and forcing Welch to remove his 
vehicles and employ a large fan to dry 
out the building. 

The timing could not have been 
worse. Town offices were closed for a 

By Bill Reynolds

After winning 
a razor-thin race 
made closer by late 
campaign charges that 
he had embellished 
his military service 
and civilian career 
resumes, it is full 
steam ahead for U.S. 
Naval Academy 
graduate Clyde 
Shavers as he embarks 
for Olympia as the 10th Legislative District’s 
newest lawmaker. 

Shavers said he has already been swamped 
with work ahead of the Jan. 9 opening of the 2023 
legislative session. 

“These past few weeks,” he told the Weekly 
News recently, “I have been tirelessly working on 
researching and drafting legislation that supports 
public safety and law enforcement, environmental 
protection, veterans and our military, preservation 
of farmland, affordable housing and several 
community projects.” 

Shavers, a Democrat, eked out a 216-vote 
victory over incumbent Republican Greg Gilday 

Clyde Shavers new state 
rep for LD 10 Position 1

New staff glad to be at La Conner Town Hall

DOUBLY FOCUSED – New Town Assistant Planner Ajah Eills (left) and staff assistant Lynne 
Lovejoy have started their jobs here with open eyes---and so far, they like what they’ve seen. 
The feeling is mutual as far as Town officials are concerned. Town Administrator Scott Thomas 
has praised the new hires for their ability to hit the ground running.            – Photo by Bill Reynolds
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New year, old challenges
2022: The year reviewed in its headlines
The coronavirus pandemic roared into 2022 but vaccinations slowed its spread and the story faded from 
the public consciousness. Fewer people reported their positive tests and infections.  People are still 
getting infected and hospitalized, however. 

Skagit Count now over 15,000 COVID-19 cases                                                                             Jan.12
New COVID-19 hospitalizations swamping county                                                                        Jan. 26
Indoor mask mandate ends statewide March 21                                                                            Feb. 23
Skagit one of 12 state counties with high COVID-19 transmission                                               Jul. 6
New Skagit COVID-19 cases drop dramatically                                                                              Sep. 7
Wearing masks indoors recommended again                                                                                 Dec. 14 

The La Conner Swinomish Library was fully funded, built and opened. Activist citizens 
challenged a 3-story condominium building at Center and Fourth Streets, there will not be a
marketing icon on Gilkey Square  and Shelter Bay board members were sued by a resident.

Jared Fair now ex-director of La Conner library                                                                             Aug. 31
Work to remove sunken Aleutian Isle continues                                                                            Aug. 31
Jensons sell Town a south end property                                                                                        Sep. 21
Jean Markert hired as permanent director for the new La Conner Swinomish Library              Oct. 5
A big day for our little town - library book brigade                                                                         Oct. 12
Weekly News win 34 awards in annual state newspaper contest                                                 Oct. 12
Contested Shelter Bay board members served with claim for damages                                     Oct. 26
No ‘Love La Conner’ sign at Gilkey Square                                                                                     Nov. 30

The economy was hot for most of the year, reflected in home prices increasing and high 
Town tax revenue collections.

2021 Skagit median sold homes price hits $500,000                                                                      Jan. 26
Snapdragon Flats: Apartments planned for north Park Street                                                      Feb. 23
Library gets $640,000 from state to finish job                                                                                 Mar. 16
End of an era: last logs towed out of La Conner                                                                             Mar. 23
Planning commission advises against Center Street apartments                                                Mar. 23
Farmworkers end strike against Washington Bulb Company                                                        Mar. 30
Port of Skagit has vision for La Conner Marina development                                                       May 4
Center Street condos approved                                                                                                        May 18
May Town tax revenues new record high, again                                                                             Jun. 29
August La Conner median sold home price: $637,500                                                                   Sep. 14
Town administrators determine 1986 contract rezone ‘unenforceable’                                        Sep. 28
State ends Hope Island fish pen operations                                                                                    Nov. 23
2023 Town budget tops $6.9 million                                                                                                 Dec. 21
Town of La Conner 2022 tax revenues are golden                                                                          Dec. 21
Four parties challenge Center Street condos permit                                                                    May 25

The weather makes headlines every year, with this Dec. 28’s photo caption proclaiming
“First we froze, then we flooded.” Just like in 2021.

Merchants frozen out of business at year’s end                                                                            Jan. 5
Town public works staff pumping water and digging into winter tasks                                      Jan. 12
Dry July has record high temp                                                                                                         Aug. 10
August had 5 days of record hot temperatures                                                                              Sep. 7
Wildfire smoke turned air unhealthy last week                                                                               Oct. 26
November very cold, pretty wet                                                                                                        Dec. 14
First we froze; then we flooded: Christmas week weather full of surprises                                Dec. 28

The La Conner High School volleyball team won the state championship again, of course.

School board adopts new mascot                                                                                                    Feb. 2
Harassment boils over into arrests of two La Conner students                                                    Jun. 8
Suzanne Marble’s coaching retirement celebrated                                                                        Oct. 19
La Conner soars to another state volleyball championship                                                          Nov.16

Wow. What weather these last two weeks, ending the year 
with both a groan and a whimper. Last Tuesday’s flood, blown 
in with rain and mild temperatures, was a stark contrast to 
the seven inches of snow and bitter cold a week earlier, the 
Tuesday before Christmas. Then kids could be forgiven for 
thinking the Washington Street sledding hill would be open all 
month, maybe all winter 

Recall 2021’s post-Christmas week weather: days of record 
cold, snow and First Street businesses virtually shut down.

Who wanted to – or could – visit La Conner? This year’s 
pre-Christmas shopping week had echoes of last year’s 
post-Christmas shopping here.

Do not bet that two years of similarly ugly weather offers a 
pattern. Some say the best prediction of future activity and 
behavior is past activity and behavior. Twin years of rough 
weather does not make a trend in climate. Still, preparing for 
channel flooding is both a good and necessary investment 
independent of any two years  – or decades – of flood tides. 

The almanac and meteorologists chart end of year tides 
based on the annual position of the moon and earth to each 
other. Last year’s Jan. 12 Weekly News photo of the king tide 
was at the boat ramp under the Rainbow Bridge. This is a 
town on a saltwater channel on the eastern edge of the Pacific 
Ocean. King tides  – and floods – happen.

The climate has already changed, whatever ongoing 
committed drastic action governments take – or fail to. Locally, 
heavy lifting requires supporting physical work with planning, 
including funding investments.

But whether it is channel or river flooding, king tides or snow 
melt, last week shows that getting ahead of emergencies is a 
difficult dance. As Dave Hedlin says, “Nature always bats last.”

While natural disasters will be devastating to specific people 
and communities, all of us share the uncertainty. Collective 
decisions and investments are needed along with the individual 
changes to electric cars, heat pumps, composting and walking. 
We need to encourage creative thinking to get our decision 
makers for the town, the school district, the county and the 
state to have the courage to move past the status quo and 
stretch into a future where the only certainty is uncertainty and 
into a different and more difficult time.

We need to have the courage to continue investing and 
facing the cost of building into a sustainable future year in and 
year out for decades to come. Our society has failed to do that 
with starter homes and the massive quantity of apartments 
needed for the masses of working Americans all across the 
country. It is one thing to say that more is needed as we 
dismantle homeless camps and after we pump out garages 
and tear out carpeting. It is much harder to fund ongoing 
measured assessments of generational long term needs. Think 
of an adequate electric regional ferry system as an example. 

Here is the only certain prediction. We live in an epoch of 
natural and therefore social changes. Choosing to make small 
changes, one after another, together, in concert and through 
mutual discussion and decisions will lessen the surprises due 
all of us.

Committed to you
With the struggles people faced with seven inches of snow 

and Swinomish Channel flooding a week later, many stayed 
home, tending to personal crises. The La Conner Weekly News 
went to the printer twice last month because of the commitment 
and stick-to-itiveness of staffers Marissa Conklin and Rhonda 
Hundertmark, with husband Fred shoveling snow and proof-
reading.

We think of hospital workers and first responders as unsung 
heroes working around the clock to meet the community’s 
needs. Newspapers published on printing dates require staff 
coming to the office from rural hinterlands after snow Dec. 20 
and wading through ankle high water into the office Dec. 27– 
and higher water leaving – to get the last two issues out. 

This paper – and every issue – is for its readers. The Weekly 
News delivers because of its staff.

My thanks to Marissa and Rhonda for their ongoing efforts 
week in and week out. And to Fred, too.

By Greg Whiting

The February 2021 Texas 
energy crisis affected millions 
of people for up to four days. 
Its worst effects was where the 
Electric Reliability Council of 
Texas manages an electric grid 
which operates independently 
from the much larger eastern and 
western U.S. electric grids. 

The crisis caused hundreds 
of deaths from the cold. Some 
individual homeowners’ 
monthly electric bills increased 
to thousands of dollars. The 
total economic cost was nearly 
$200 billion. It could have been 
worse. The cumulative failures 
of the system came within five 

minutes of shutting the ERCOT 
grid down entirely. ERCOT CEO 
Bill Magness said then it would 
have taken weeks for the grid to 
recover. 

To avoid situations like this 
one, not just in Texas, but in all 
locations, regulators and indus-
try must work together to make 
sound economic investments in a 
stable, reliable, low-cost grid. 

Utility investments in supply-
side systems, such as new 
power plants, transmission 
interconnections for new plants 
and resilience systems must be 
approved by utility regulatory 
bodies. Demand-side concepts, 
like time-of-use rates and 
incentives for voluntary load 
shedding, must also be approved. 
Regulators need to understand the 
grid’s existing and likely future 
problems, and the technological 
and economic viability of possible 
solutions. For changes to be 
lasting and successful, the public 
must support well-informed 
regulators’ choices. 

It is questionable as to whether 
Texas’ regulators and public have 
learned enough or done enough to 
prevent a similar future crisis. 

ERCOT does not participate 
in interstate commerce to avoid 
federal regulation so is separate 
from the larger U.S. grids. Former 
Texas governor Rick Perry said, 
on the second day of the crisis, 
before people froze to death, 
“Texans would be without elec-
tricity for longer than three days 
to keep the federal government 
out of their business.” 

However, not all of Texas is on 
the ERCOT grid. Being part of a 
larger grid contributes to resil-
ience. The part of Texas on the 
western grid didn’t have a crisis. 
The part of Texas on the eastern 
grid recovered by the second day. 
Was Perry right? Does the Texan 
public clearly understand what 
happened? Either way, no serious 
discussion has taken place on in-
terconnecting ERCOT with either 
larger grid. 

During early hours of the crisis, 
some of Texas’ politicians and 
media blamed wind power. Some 

continued to do so even after the 
much more significant failures 
of natural gas systems had been 
recognized by the energy industry. 

Intentional misrepresentations 
about the causes of problems are 
not unique to the Texas energy 
industry. However, given that 
utilities require political support 
for regulatory reform and new 
investment, blatant lying by influ-
ential politicians and institutions 
is particularly pernicious in this 
case. Failure to acknowledge, and 
discuss honestly, the facts about 
what actually happened makes it 
difficult to build public support 
for new regulations, or for expen-
sive investments in resilience. 

Improving Texas’ grid resil-
ience, other than by doubling 
down on the gas system by 
requiring better preparation for 
cold weather, does not appear to 
have been seriously discussed. No 
proposals passed for more than a 
year. It is possible that the gas in-
dustry has had too much influence 
on the new regulations, and it is 
questionable as to how effective 
the new regulations will be.

Texas grid failure fueled by rigid politics
Small town, big village

I am pleased to add my 
appreciation to the many other 
thankful letters you received, 
hopefully, after reading the 
editorial of our “Local heroes of 
democracy.

This is some of the “village” 
that it “takes” to keep a town 
honest to itself while moving 
forward as it must. It is many 
people, offering their talents, 
time, and tenacity, to make La 
Conner unique.

Thank you, Ken, for 
recognizing those you did by 
name and recognizing that there 
are even more, unnamed. It is a 
big village for a small town.
In peace,
Irene Blanchard
Greater La Conner

ONLINE GO TO:
www.laconnerweeklynews.com
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OBITUARY

Laurence (Larry) Killinger 
7/25/33-12/2/22

He was born on family farm 
in Inman, Nebraska during the 
dust bowl and depression of 
1933. Two years later, the sale of 
their farm, home and equipment 
netted $95 and paid the train fare 
for the family to California.  The 
build up to WWII brought the 
family to northern California.  
Larry attended one and two room 
schools through 9th grade, then 
boarded with relatives in the 
Seattle area for high school. 

After graduation from Lincoln 
High in 1948 and knowing he 
would soon be drafted, he enlisted 
in the Army. He was trained in 
CB  Warfare and sent to Korea 
where he served on the front lines 
till the armistice in 1953. 

Using his GI benefits, he 
attended Cal Poly, San Luis 
Obispo, graduating in agriculture 
in 1959.  Larry was chosen 
Outstanding Student of the Year 
there twice, among other honors. 
In 1961, he married MaryLee 
McRevey, and they remained 
married for 61 years. Larry 
received his MS in Ag from the 
University of Nevada in 1965.  
The couple raised their three 
children at their home at Crystal 
Lake in Woodinville, where Larry 
was president of the HOA and 
held other leadership positions.  
He was Cub Master, then Scout 
Master for Troop 421.  Eight 
young men achieved their Eagle 
Rank under his leadership.  

Larry credited a 1949 Billy 
Graham Crusade for his faith, 
which never wavered    He was 
active in their churches and in 
Young Life all his adult life. He 
worked on Mission projects in 
the Alaskan bush and Mexico. 
Larry was a contractor for many 
years, then worked as the district 
carpenter at North Shore Schools 
before his retirement. They 
bought their retirement home in 
Shelter Bay in 2000, and  enjoyed 
boating, travel, and visiting 
friends.

Larry has joined their son 
Lance (2018) and is survived by 
his wife MaryLee, son Bryan 
(Jill) and daughter Kaelin (Pat 
Hanchett) ; eight grandchildren; 
Rachel, Sarah (Mitchell Ryser), 
Megan, Jacqulyn (Lucas Corbea), 
Victoria, and Andrew Killinger. 
Mitchel Hanchett and Alyssa 
(Justin Gepner), and two greats, 
Aiden and Skyler Killinger. 

A Celebration of Life will be 
held Saturday, Jan. 14, 2023 at 
1 p.m. at the Shelter Bay Club 
House in La Conner,. To leave a 
memory or condolence,  contact 
wallinfuneralhome.com.

info@wallinfuneralhome.com

By Ken Stern

The choice is yours, to 
download an 845 page PDF file, 
the “FINAL REPORT of the 
Select Committee to Investigate 
the January 6th Attack on 
the United States Capitol” or 
buy one of several editions at 
a bookstore, order it from a 
library or buy if from the U.S. 
government. It was published 
Dec. 22, 2022.

Start at the front, reading the 
forwards from former Speaker 
of the House of Representatives 
Nancy Pelosi, Committee Chair 
Bennie Thompson (D-Ms) or 
Vice-Chair Liz Cheney (R-Wy). 

Pelosi’s is titled “The Last 
Best Hope of Earth,” taken from 
Abraham Lincoln’s phrase, 
“nobly save, or meanly lose, the 
last best hope of earth.”

The table of contents is itself 
revealing. The eight chapter 
titles start with “The Big Lie,” 
go through “I Just Want to Find 
11,780 Votes” and ‘‘Just Call It 
Corrupt and Leave the Rest To 
Me,’’ the latter two statements 
former President Donald Trump 
made. Chapter 8 is “Analysis of 
the Attack.”

There are 11 recommendations 

made, starting with reforming 
the Electoral Count Act of 1887, 
to specify that a vice president 
has no authority or discretion to 
reject an official electoral slate 
submitted by the governor of a 
state. 

Under “Accountability,” 
the committee notes it “has 
made criminal referrals to 
the Department of Justice, 
and both the Department of 
Justice and other prosecutorial 
authorities will now make their 
determinations on whether to 
prosecute individuals involved in 
the events resulting in an attack 
on the United States Congress on 
January 6, 2021.”

Appendix 2 analyzes how 
“Trump’s baseless claims of 
election fraud – the Big Lie” – 
served as both his foundation 
for overturning the 2020 
presidential election and for 
“launching a fundraising effort 
to fund the former president’s 
other endeavors and to enrich his 
associates—the Big Rip-off.”

Buy copies at Seaport Books 
in La Conner or order House 
Report 117-663 from the U.S. 
government at 
bookstore.gpo.gov.

Jan. 6 Committee ‘Final Report’ in print

Flood. . . (from page 1)

municipal holiday Dec. 26 
since Christmas was Sunday, 
leading some to suggest that 
the Town was caught somewhat 
off-guard. 

Still, flood control response 
was much in evidence well into 
Tuesday night. Volunteers of 
all ages answered the call to fill 
sandbags at the fire station and 
public works building. Bags 
were deployed the length of 
the waterfront and in low spots 
around town and likely will 
remain in place for some time. 

“We’ll clear space for 
walking,” said Lease, noting 
that king tides are anticipated 
through January. 

Lease noted the irony of 
Thanksgiving Day having been 
unseasonably warm, sporting 
spring-like weather. 

“It was the first Thanksgiving 
in years that we didn’t have any 
calls,” he said. “Now, I guess 
we’re paying for that.” 

Hayes said he was heartened 
by how the community rallied 
in wake of the flooding. The 
Rex and COA, area restau-
rants, fed volunteers while the 
Mesmans and Fohns, nearby 

farmers, provided additional 
equipment for sandbagging. 

“The response on the part 
of everyone was tremendous,” 
said Hayes. “It was great to see 
everybody coming together the 
way they did. That’s what La 
Conner is all about.” 

Help came from all quarters. 
The Skagit County Sheriff’s 
Office, Fire District 13, Fire 
District 2, Dike District 12, 
Swinomish Tribal Police and 
La Conner Schools joined 
area emergency management 
officials in answering the call. 

The Town planned to 
strategically place waste 
containers for disposing 
of flood-damaged property 
Monday.

Hayes and Thomas are 
hoping the Town’s State of 
Emergency declaration will be 
enough to enlist state support 
as well. 

They urge residents and 
merchants to document 
expenses and take photographs 
of damages.

Online self-reporting damage 
assessment forms links are:

English: skagitcountywa-self.
govplatform.com/en/service/
Damage_Assessment_Form.

Spanish: skagitcountywa-self.
govplatform.com/es/service/

Staff. . . (from page 1)

extensive clerical, banking and 
human resources background, 
processes utility payments, 
sells yard waste tags and meets 
and greets the public on her 
mid-morning to early afternoon 
shifts. 

They are teaming up to 
help fill a void created by the 
departure earlier this year of 
versatile office assistant Danielle 
Freiberger, who accepted a 
position with the City of Mount 
Vernon Development Services 
Department. 

Despite her relative youth, 
Eills is already well acquainted 
with municipal government 
work. She interacted with 
numerous towns and cities in 
Colorado during a one-year 
stint with the state’s parks and 
recreation department. 

Eills said she admires the level 
of civic engagement evident in 
La Conner. 

“It’s important to have such 
passionate people in the commu-
nity,” she said. “That’s one of the 
great things about La Conner.” 

After being based in Littleton, 
Colorado, Eills had a hankering 
to move still farther west from 
her New England roots. 

“I kept going west,” she said. 
“Colorado was too sunny for 
me.” 

Eills landed in Seattle and was 
staying with a family friend there 
when she saw that La Conner 
had posted a job opening for an 
assistant planner. 

“I’ve always tended toward 
open spaces and small towns,” 
said Eills. “I’m really excited to 
be here. It’s a wonderful place.” 

Lovejoy works primarily under 
Town Finance Director Maria 
DeGoede while Eills assists 
Davolio. But Town Hall is small 
enough that they’ve rubbed el-
bows with pretty much everyone 
on the Town payroll. 

“The people here have been 
so nice to work with,” Lovejoy 
said. “So far, the best part of the 
job for me has been meeting the 
people here. They’ve helped me 
learn about all the wonderful 
events in town and have educated 
me on all the issues going on.” 

In her role, Eills deals with 
many of those issues directly. 

“I’m getting settled in,” she 
said. “I do permit intakes and 
make sure Michael is kept up to 
date.” 

Eills said when it comes to 
municipal planning, the goal is to 
benefit the most people. 

“You look at everybody’s 
views and balancc them,” she 
said. “You just want to see the 
community thrive. It’s important 
to remain true to democratic 
principles and processes.” 

Away from work, Eills – who 
captained the women’s rugby 
team at Holy Cross – enjoys her 
daily swims at the Skagit Valley 
Family YMCA in Mount Vernon. 

Lovejoy, meanwhile, is an avid 
knitter who credits the internet 
with increasing awareness of a 
timeless craft which – like her 
job – involves piecing together 
different elements into a finished 
product with great utility. 

She and Eills say they 
are grateful to be part of a 
community where their efforts 
are appreciated. 

“I’m very grateful,” Eills said, 
“for the grace everyone has given 
me. I’m really excited to be here 
moving forward.” 

FLOODING ON NORTH THIRD STREET – Renee and Jim Matthews 
will probably agree that all the conditions aligned to create a perfect 
storm and record saltwater flooding in La Conner Dec. 27h. Their North 
Third Street property experienced extensive damage. The Swinomish 
Channel overflowed its banks nearly the entire length of town.  

– Photo by Nancy Crowell 
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360-466-9932 • 702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

Pub Staff Vacation
January 2-9

& EATERY, Inc.

We THANK YOU La Conner 
Friends for your Amazing 

Continued Support!Open 11:30 a.m. Tuesday Jan. 10th

360.336.9777  •  Downtown Mount Vernon  •  skagitfoodcoop.com

Filled with Good Cheer

Ready, Set...

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer 
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY • BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
HAND-DIPPED FISH & CHIPS ON THURSDAYS
FRIDAY - SUNDAY: We have delicious burgers

featuring Mesman’s organic beef
19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon

Hours: Thurs.-Sun: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9
Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grillwww.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP

Something special is happening every 
Saturday Night all Winter long

1/7 - Prime Rib Night
Back by Popular Demand
1/14 - All You Can Eat Seafood Night
An ocean of varieties and choices to enjoy!
1/21 - La Conner PD Movie Night
Gourmet Theatre Food,  Hot Dogs,  Popcorn,  and Specials
1/28 - CRABFEST 2023
A Full Pound of Alaskan Snow Crab
2/4 - Prime Rib Night
Back by Popular Demand
2/11 - Valentine’s Night
A Five Course Meal

Waterfront Cafe, 128th 1st St. La Conner, WA 98257
360-466-1579

Winter on the 
Waterfront

2/18 - Bucket of Shrimp Night
Six Different Types to Enjoy!

2/25 - German Night
Reservations Recommended

By Bill Reynolds

The two-sport college athlete 
is a rare bird these days. 

But Skagit Valley College 
boasts one in Sarah Cook, who 
has excelled at both volleyball 
and basketball in her first year as 
a Lady Cardinal. 

An All-State selection in both 
sports at La Conner High School, 
where she graduated in 2022, 
Cook has seamlessly transitioned 
to collegiate athletics. 

At 5’-8”, Cook was versatile 
enough to be listed as both an 
outside hitter and libero for the 
SVC volleyball program last fall. 

Her season highlights 
included a nine-kill effort in a 
Skagit triumph over Olympic in 
September and an 11-kill, 12-dig, 
one service ace performance in 
the Lady Cards’ tough five-
set conference tournament 
quarterfinal loss to Columbia 
Basin in Tacoma Nov. 18. 

After two dozen matches, 
Cook immediately joined 
the SVC women’s basketball 
squad, whose ranks include her 
La Conner teammate Aubrie 
Sloniker. 

Cook’s impact has been 
immediate. 

She scored 25 points and 
grabbed six rebounds in a Skagit 
victory over Tacoma Community 
College in early December. Cook 
matched that point total last 
Saturday in a 66-61 setback to 
South Puget Sound Community 
College in the SVC Holiday 
Classic at DuVall Pavilion. 

Cook did pretty much 
everything for the Lady Cards 
Saturday. She jumped center 
on the opening tip-off, scored 
Skagit’s first points on a press 
break bucket, did damage inside 
on post-up moves, drained her 
trademark baseline jumper and 

was strong on the glass. 
“I wish we had her for another 

year,” La Conner girls’ basketball 
coach Joe Harper, part of a large 
local fan contingent attending the 
game, said afterward. 

Through much of the contest, 
when Cook was on the floor, 
SVC flourished. She meshed 
successive baskets midway 
through the second quarter to 
give the hosts a 26-17 lead. 

But with Cook getting a rest 
on the bench, South Puget Sound 
closed to within 30-28. 

Cook started the second half 
with two field goals and three 
free throws to extend the margin 
to 42-32. 

Again, with Cook taking a 
break, South Puget Sound cut 
into the SVC lead. The Clippers 
pulled even at 48-48 with 7:45 
to play. 

Cook, who was the game’s 
high scorer, gave Skagit its final 
lead at 56-54 with a short jumper 
in the paint. South Puget Sound, 
however, closed with a 12-5 run 
to secure the win. 

Despite the final score, there 
was little disappointment among 

Cook’s friends and family after 
the buzzer. They met with her 
courtside and in the bleachers 
to congratulate her on having 
played an outstanding game. 

SVC head coach Deb Castle 
has not been surprised by Cook’s 
success in her first season. 

“It’s always a pleasure to get 
local talent to stay home and 
play for SVC,” Castle said when 
Cook announced her intent to 
enroll and play two sports at 
Skagit. “We’ll share her with 
the volleyball team. We’re both 
lucky to get a player with her 
talent.” 

As a senior, Cook was a first 
unit All-State selection for a 
Lady Braves volleyball team that 
won the 2021 Washington 2B 
championship and didn’t drop a 
single set at the state tournament 
under Hall of Fame coach 
Suzanne Marble. 

Cook followed up by 
averaging 17 points, seven 
rebounds, four steals and three 
assists per contest as the girls’ 
hoops team placed fourth at the 
2B Girls’ Hardwood Classic in 
Spokane. 

Her tournament appearance 
featured a 25 point, three steal 
and three assist outing in a 69-61 
triumph over Lake Roosevelt. 

Among Cook’s many post-
season honors were All-State 
accolades, recognition as the 
Skagit Valley area’s top high 
school girls’ basketball player 
and being named one of the 
state’s top shooters across all 
enrollment classifications. 

She also proved herself to be a 
good decision maker on the court 
– in volleyball and basketball. 

And perhaps her best decision 
was to not choose between which 
sport to pursue in college, but to 
play both.

La Conner alum Sarah Cook soars in 
two sports at Skagit Valley College

SARAH COOK
YAY FOR THE NEW YEAR TO COME – Young ones and their parents 
partied early at the La Conner Swinomish Library Saturday at a “Noon 
Year’s Eve” celebration. Not a drop of alcohol was needed for everyone 
to have a rousing good time.                                    – Photo by Ken Stern

By Bill Reynolds

Thieves tried turning the 
hiding of the golf cart they stole 
into an art form. 

The reviews to date have not 
been pretty. 

The cart, which belongs to 
North First Street resident Mit 
Harlan, was recovered last week 
after having been crudely spray-
painted green, camouflaged and 
partially buried in thickets in the 
McGlinn Island area. 

Whoever was responsible 
apparently had use for the cart 
and was not looking to sell the 
hot wheels: They altered its 
appearance and concealed it in 
a remote area just south of La 
Conner. 

The cart was stolen from the 
front of Harlan’s home last fall 
and was reported in the Weekly 
News police blotter. 

Despite the rough paint job 
and attempt to hide the cart, it 
did not elude detection. 

Shelter Bay resident and 
former La Conner business 
owner Garry Cline happened to 
see it and wondered if there was 
a story behind what seemed to be 
an abandoned golf cart. 

“Garry spotted it way back two 
or three months ago because it’s 
pretty near to where we turn off 
of the road and head over to the 
channel to run our dog Tally,” 
said Cline’s wife, Zayna. “He 
noticed this thing poking out 
from among the bushes. It really 
was camouflaged.” 

But when Harlan, the Weekly 
News and various hikers 
surveyed the general location 
they could not find the cart. It 
was either that well-hidden or 
had been moved a time or two. 

The Clines’ curiosity did not 
wane, however. While taking 
Tally out on another walk last 
week, they came across the golf 
cart again. The couple happened 
to cross paths with a Swinomish 
Indian Tribal Community staff 
member and guided her to the 
cart. 

“Garry showed her the cart and 
she contacted tribal police, who 
came right away.” Zayna Cline 
told the Weekly News. 

Swinomish Tribal Police took 
possession of the cart and got 
word to Harlan via Town Fire 
Chief/Code Enforcement Officer 
Aaron Reinstra that it had been 
located. They arranged for 
Harlan to pick up the cart and 
bring it home. 

Of course, it was not as simple 
as that. The thieves have the key 
to the cart. So, Harlan had to 
hot-wire it. And there is also the 
not so small matter of re-painting 
the cart and replacing the custom 
license plate removed by the 
thieves. 

All in all, though, Harlan 
considers himself lucky. 

“I don’t know why they went 
to the trouble of taking the golf 
cart instead of my truck,” he 
deadpanned. 

As for repainting, several have 
suggested flames. Harlan isn’t 
sold on the idea, but he may have 
no choice. 

“I heard Tommy Zimmerman 
might want to take it and paint 
flames on it,” he said. 

Harlan said he is grateful to 
the Clines and Swinomish Police 
for the cart’s recovery and return. 
And he doesn’t seem to begrudge 
the thieves too terribly. 

“I just wish they’d replaced the 
battery,” he quipped. 

Local golf cart stolen, recovered
Painted, hidden on McGlinn Island

By Mel Damski

Three years ago Meyer Sign & 
Advertising Company launched 
a blog series dedicated to “telling 
the stories of the people, places 
and things that make the Skagit 
Valley a magical place to live.” 
The Mount Vernon business 
called this “Tales of the Magic 
Skagit.” 

Some 80 episodes later, not 
counting many other stories 
that make up the “Behind the 
Sign” section of their website 
(www.meyersign/articles), 
“Tales of the Magic Skagit” has 

attracted a respectable and highly 
engaged audience that not only 
enjoys reading stories of their 
community’s past and present, 
but also enjoys sharing their 
personal relationships to those 
stories. 

Last spring the company 
expanded the “Tales of the 
Magic Skagit” media platform 
beyond its website and 
Facebook presence to include an 
eponymous podcast, available 
on Spotify, Apple Podcasts and 
Google podcasts. This is where 
“Beaver Tales” comes in. 

In sharing the history of 

our Skagit Valley home, it 
was very clear to Meyer Sign 
that in defining the timespan 
as beginning in the mid-19th 
century, an important and 
fascinating part of the shared 
history of Skagitonians would be 
missing. While acknowledging 
the westward immigrants’ 
contribution to pioneer history, 
Michelle Calvin and Tony 
Cladoosby of Beaver Tales 
Coffee wanted to tell a more 
inclusive story. 

Beaver Tales Coffee has been 
serving customers in Skagit 
County and nationally since 
April 2019. They opened their 

Beaver Tales Coffee offers ‘Magic Skagit’ tales

(continued on page 5)
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 WIN YOUR SHARE 
OF $40,000 IN CASH

FOR MORE INFORMAT ION ,  V IS IT
swinomi.sh/RapidFireHotSeats2023

GAMING  |  DINING  |  EVENTS  |  GOLF  |  LODGE

1.888.288.8883  |  SWINOMISHCASINOANDLODGE.COM

Must be 18 to gamble. Management reserves all rights.

By Anne Basye

After struggling through two 
pandemic years, the Lincoln 
Theatre in Mount Vernon closed 
out 2022 in good shape. 

Audiences are returning. 
There is money in the bank. 
Membership, which dipped to 
482 during the pandemic, is on 
the rise. Programming and ticket 
sales look good for 2023. 

Pull and Be Damned resident 
Roger Gietzen is a big factor in 
the Lincoln’s good fortunes. A 
Lincoln staff member staff since 
1999 and executive director since 
2015, he has helped lead the 
theatre, its staff and volunteers 
through good times and bad. 

Gietzen’s apprenticeship began 
in 1997, when the then-co-owner 
of La Conner’s beloved Hungry 
Moon Café volunteered in 
concessions. Moving to part-
time house manager in 1999, 
he was fulltime by 2001. For 
the next 14 years he mastered 
every area of theatre operations, 
first as facilities manager, then 
production manager and finally 
operations manager. 

Serving under seven executive 
directors – including one who 
lasted just three months – 
Gietzen says he gained important 
lessons in “things not to do” 
when you’re the boss. 

High on the “things to do” list 
is “adapt to change”. 

When the Lincoln opened 
in 1926, vaudeville and silent 
movies were the main draw. 
“Talkies” overtook them and 
were a reliable source of 
income until in-home streaming 
services chipped away at movie 
audiences. Today the non-profit 
Lincoln shows specialized film 
series like “Noirvember” and 
selected Oscar nominees along 
with Live HDTV broadcasts 
from the Metropolitan Opera and 
England’s National Theatre Live 
– but most of Gietzen’s team’s 
energy goes into presenting live 
concerts and community theatre. 

In fiscal year 2018-19, there 
were 80 live performances at 
the Lincoln. Since August 2022, 
there have already been 50. 

Last month, more than 
2,700 people attended live 

performances of “Disney’s 
Frozen Jr.”, mounted by 
community producing partner 
the Theater Arts Guild. TAG’s 
musical “Rocky Horror Show” 
filled seats for 10 performances 
in October. 

Last summer, participants in 
the Lincoln’s annual two-week 
children’s Theater Camp prepped 
and performed “The Jungle 
Book”. The Lincoln Players 
Theatre School offers classes 
in acting, production, musical 
theater and auditions. 

Concerts also bring in crowds 
– but until 2015, they mostly lost 
money. When Gietzen took the 
helm, he and his team focused on 
making them profitable. 

As a concert presenter, the 
Lincoln assumes most of the 
financial risk. The theatre sells 
tickets, books hotels and rents 
vans for visiting musicians and 
arranges food and drink for the 
green room. 

Like stage actors and directors, 
touring musicians have “big 
personalities,” said Gietzen, a 
fan of history and the arts before 
he joined the Lincoln. “They 
took me aback at first,” he said, 
“but I have learned to love and 
understand their enthusiasm.” 

Gietzen and staff now have 
good relationships with the 
talent. “They give us their 
requests and we are usually able 
to fulfill everything they want,” 
he said. Repeat performers like 
Marty Stuart and Robert Cray 
“have realized we are pretty easy 
to work with.” 

Stuart, Cray and the rest of the 
stars went away in March 2020, 

when the COVID-19 pandemic 
put everything on pause. 

With no revenue from 
ticket sales, community and 
government support became the 
theatre’s sole income source. 
Gietzen used those funds to 
retain staff members, who spent 
the lockdown deep cleaning the 
building and learning how to 
livestream concerts. 

As well, restrooms and 
concessions were renovated, 
ventilation improved and a 
gender-neutral family restroom 
installed. 

The staff also applied for 
– and won – the Governor’s 
Heritage Award in the category 
of “heritage organization.” The 
awards honors outstanding 
individuals and organizations 
whose dedication to preserving 
and promoting traditions and 
cultural heritage is worthy of 
state recognition. 

The Lincoln was recognized 
as “the cultural cornerstone 
of historic downtown Mount 
Vernon and a central performing 
arts venue for the entire region.” 

The first Heritage Award 
ever given to any Skagit county 
organization, it is a feather in the 
cap for Gietzen and staff. 

At the annual “State of the 
Lincoln” meeting in November, 
Development Director Damond 
Morris told the gathering,  “This 
award was earned, not won, 
on the back of staff and all 
volunteers who painstakingly 
painted and preserved our space 
and everyone who ever bought a 
ticket for a show.”

Roger Gietzen directs Lincoln Theatre successes

ROGER GIETZEN

retail location at 602 Morris 
Street in November 2022. 
This expansion allowed them 
to enhance their offerings and 
bring their services to a broader 
customer base. The company 
offers a wide range of products 
and services designed to honor 
the spirit in which the company 
was founded. They feature fresh 
roasted coffee, blended teas and 
authentic indigenous artwork 
and products. They promote 

Beaver. . . 
(from page 4)

By Ken Stern

This year’s New Year’s Day 
Swinomish Channel polar plunge 
almost did not happen. At 1 
p.m. spectators Lucy Martin, 
Pieter VanZanden and J. Lonee 
were looking expectantly but 
the shore and water at the beach 
just north of Pearle Jensen Way 
were empty of people. Calls 
were made to Rick Dole and 
John Leaver, who in 2021 led 
a group of four males into the 
water. Ollie Iversen, an observer 
last year, had been called earlier. 
He had no solid information to 
share.

But then Martin’s sister, Anna 
Rose Martin, and her friend 
Michelle walked into view 
holding a beach bag of warmed 
towels. Without hesitation they 

stripped off their outer clothes 
and, well, plunged in. Almost as 
quickly they were back on shore. 
“Oh, it felt so good,” Martin 
exclaimed. Michelle chimed in: 
“I recommend it.” The sibling 
Martin videoed it all on her 
phone, streaming it to their 
mother along with reportage, 
proclaiming “You were the 
inspiration.”

Michelle’s backstory: she 
has extensive polar plunging 
experience from living in 
Colorado. She noted that there 
they had to break ice before 
plunging in.

The two polar plungers 
returned to their car parked on 
Pearle Jensen Way to change 
their clothes. They then returned 
to Conway, their day’s starting 
point.

PLUNGING INTO THE NEW YEAR – Anna Rose Martin, left, and her 
friend Michelle hug to get warm post-plunge. The two did not hesitate in 
greeting the new year with a jump into the Swinomish Channel just north 
of Pearle Jensen Way in La Conner Sunday. They came up from Conway 
prepared, with a bag of warmed towels and a change of clothes.
                                                                                   – Photo by Ken Stern

Two jump into new year, 
taking a polar plunge

local artists and are planning 
educational programming and 
workshops in the new year. 

In teaming up with Beaver 
Tales Coffee, Meyer Sign is 
using its media presence to 
record interviews with and about 
the First Peoples of the Magic 
Skagit. Together they are putting 
together an editorial calendar 
that has launched with a multi-
part episode on the historical 

and cultural significance of the 
canoe in the lives of the Coast 
Salish people and speakers of 
the Lushootseed language. They 
also welcome and encourage 
questions from their podcast 
and social media followers 
about the First Peoples’ history, 
accomplishments and very real 
and vital presence in the lives of 
their Magic Skagit. 
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LEGAL NOTICES

A n s w e r s  t o  J a n u a r y  4  p u z z l e s

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

.

FELICIA VALUE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

360-466-2088
PRACTICE EMPHASIZING

WILLS, TRUSTS & PROBATE

413 B Morris St.  La Conner  

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE STATE OF WASH-
INGTON IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF WHATCOM
IN RE THE ESTATE OF BRI-
AN WOLFE, DECEASED. 
NO. 22 4 01184 37 PROBATE 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

JUDGE: ROBERT E. OLSON
The personal representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate. Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative or 
the personal representative’s 
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim 
and filing the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim must 
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication: 

December 21, 2022
Personal Representative: 

Kathy Wolfe 14940 Ben-
son Heights Place, Bow, WA 
98232
Attorney for the Personal 

KATTI ESP
Representative: 301 Prospect 

Street, Bellingham, WA 98225
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice: KATTI ESP 301 Pros-
pect Street, Bellingham, WA 
98225
Court of Probate Proceedings  

and Cause Number: Superi-
or Court of Whatcom County 
Cause No. 22 4 01184 37 
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Dec. 21, 28, 
Jan. 4, 2022.

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
FOR THE STATE OF WASH-
INGTON, KING COUNTY 
Estate of PAUL A. GIN-
NETT, deceased. Case No. 
22-4-07922-1 SEA NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS (RCW 

11.40.030)
THE PERSONAL REPRE-

SENTATIVE named below 
has been appointed as Per-
sonal Representative of this 
estate. Any persons having 
a claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below a copy of 
the claim, and filing the origi-
nal of the claim with the Court 
in which the probate proceed-
ings were commenced. The 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
COUNTY OF SKAGIT WIL-
DERNESS VILLAGE COM-
MUNITY ASSOCIATION, a 
Washington nonprofit corpora-
tion, Plaintiff, vs. CHARLES 
R. STAHL, or his heirs and 
devisees if deceased, Defen-
dants. Cause No.:  22-2-00492-
29 SHERIFF’S NOTICE TO 
JUDGMENT DEBTOR OF 
SALE OF REAL PROPERTY 
To:  CHARLES R. STAHL, 

or his heirs and devisees if de-
ceased, Judgment Debtors
An Order of Sale has been 

issued in the above-captioned 
case, directed to the Sheriff of 
Skagit County, commanding 
the Sheriff as follows: 
THE STATE OF WASH-

INGTON TO: SHERIFF OF 
SKAGIT COUNTY
THIS MATTER having come 

on before the undersigned 
Judge or Commissioner of the 
above-entitled Court on the 
26th day of October, 2022, 
and the Court having entered a 
Judgment and Decree of Fore-
closure directing that the sub-
ject property be sold;
AND WHEREAS, the prin-

cipal amount of the judgment 
is $3,412.94, plus costs of 
$1,722.60 and attorney's fees 
of $2,500.00, for a total judg-
ment of $7,635.54, with inter-
est on such amounts accruing 
at the rate of 12% per annum 
from the date of judgment;
AND WHEREAS, no pay-

ments have been received by 
Plaintiff following the date 
judgment was entered;
AND WHEREAS, the said 

judgment was recorded on 
November 16th, 2022 under 
Skagit County Auditor's File 
No. 202211160046;
Now, therefore,
IT IS ORDERED, AD-

JUDGED AND DECREED 
that the Sheriff of Skagit 
County, Washington, shall 
sell, in the manner provided by 
law, the following described 
real property, which is situate 
in Skagit County:
Lot 1, "WILDERNESS VIL-

LAGE DIV. 1", as per the 
plat recorded in Volume 10 
of Plats, pages 48-50 inclu-
sive, records of Skagit County, 
Washington. (P78184)
IT IS FURTHER OR-

DERED, ADJUDGED AND 
DECREED that the proceeds 
from the
said property be applied to 

the payment of the judgment, 
accrued interest, attorney's 
fees, costs, and increased 
costs, attorney's fees and inter-
est; and,
IT IS FURTHER OR-

DERED, ADJUDGED AND 
DECREED that Plaintiff has 
waived
any deficiency judgment.
The sale date has been set 

for February 3, 2023.  YOU 
MAY HAVE A RIGHT TO 
EXEMPT PROPERTY from 
the sale under statutes of 
this state, including sections 
6.13.010, 6.13.030, 6.13.040, 
6.15.010, and 6.15.060 of the 
Revised Code of Washington, 
in the manner described in 
those statutes.
Dated this 9th day of Decem-

ber  2022.
Don McDermott, Sheriff
By: Melinda Larsen, Civil 

Assistant
Skagit County Sheriff’s Office
600 South Third Street
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
360-416-1913
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Dec. 21, 28, 
Jan. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2022.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR

SKAGIT COUNTY In the 
matter of the estate of IRA 
ROGER BUTTON Deceased. 
No. 22-4-00612-29 PRO-
BATE NOTICE TO CREDI-

TORS (RCW 11.40.030)
The personal representative 

named below has been ap-
pointed as personal represen-
tative of this estate. Any per-
son having claim against the 
decedent must, before the time 
the claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070 by 
serving on or mailing to the 
personal representative at the 
address below, a copy of the 
claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
latter of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent's 
probate and non-probate as-
sets. 
Date of first publication De-

cember 21, 2022. 
Scott A. Button Personal rep-

resentative P.O. Box 561 Con-
way, WA 98238 
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Dec. 21, 28, 
Jan. 4,  2022.

claim must be presented with-
in the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the personal representa-
tive served or mailed the no-
tice to the creditor as provid-
ed under RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c); or (2) four months after 
the date of first publication 
of the notice. If the claim is 
not presented within this time 
frame, the claim will be forev-
er barred, except as otherwise 
provided in RCW 11.40.051 
and 11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-

TION: December 21, 2022.
PERSONAL REPRESEN-

TATIVE: Zachary C. Ginnett
ADDRESS FOR MAILING 

OR SERVICE: Heather S. 
de Vrieze, WSBA#28553 de 
VRIEZE | CARNEY, PLLC 
3909 California Avenue SW 
#101 Seattle, WA  98116-3705
COURT OF PROBATE 

PROCEEDINGS: King Coun-
ty Superior Court
CAUSE NUMBER: 22-4-

07922-1 SEA
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Dec. 21, 28, 
Jan. 4, 2022.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR SNO-
HOMISH COUNTY IN THE 
MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF: MONA HENKEN, De-
ceased. NO.  22-4-02449-31

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS RCW 11.40.030
THE PERSONAL REP-

RESENTATIVE NAMED 
BELOW has been appointed 
as personal representative of 
this estate.  Any person hav-
ing a claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative's attorney at the 
address stated below a copy of 
the claim and filing the origi-
nal of the claim with the court 
in which the probate proceed-
ings were commenced.  The 
claim must be presented with-
in the later of:  (1) Thirty days 
after the personal representa-
tive served or mailed the no-
tice to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); 
or (2) four months after the 
date of first publication of the 
notice.  If the claim is not pre-
sented within this time frame, 
the claim is forever barred, 
except as otherwise provided 
in RCW 11.40.051 and RCW 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE STATE OF WASH-
INGTON IN AND FOR 

WHATCOM COUNTY
In re the Estate of: AMY E. 
POST, Deceased. Cause No. 
2-4-01153-37 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS RCW 11.40.030
The Personal Representative 

named below has been ap-
pointed and has qualified as 
Personal Representative of the 
above estate.  Any person hav-
ing a claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below a copy of 
the claim and filing the origi-
nal of the claim with the court 
in which the probated proceed-
ings were commenced.  The 
claim must be presented with-
in the later of: (1) thirty days 
after the personal representa-
tive served or mailed the no-
tice to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); 
or (2) four months after the 
date of first publication of the 
notice.  If the claim is not pre-

11.40.060.  This bar is effec-
tive as to claims against both 
the decedent's probate and 
nonprobate assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-

TION: December 28, 2022
Teresa P. Kenworthy

Personal Representative 
Attorney for Personal Rep-

resentative: Steven J. Peiffle, 
WSBA #14704
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice: P.O. Box 188, 103 North 
Street, Arlington, WA 98223
Court of probate proceedings 

and cause number: Snohomish 
County Superior Court, Cause 
No. 22-4-02449-31.
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Dec. 28, Jan. 4, 
11, 2022.

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE STATE OF WASH-
INGTON FOR SKAGIT 
COUNTY In the Matter of 
the Estate of LOIS P. HALEY, 
Deceased. No.22-4-006268-
29 PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS RCW 11.40.030
The personal representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate. Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative or 
the personal representative’s 
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim 
and filing the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim must 
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provided 
in RCW 11.40.051 and RCW 
11.40.060. This bar is effective 
as to claims against both the 
decedent’s probate and non-
probate assets. 
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-

TION: January 4, 2022
PERSONAL REPRESEN-

TATIVE: Donn Heflin, Debra 
Jo Haley, Carolann Haley:
ADDRESS FOR MAILING 

OR SERVICE: Donn Heflin, 
2503 Stonebridge Way, Mt 
Vernon, WA 98273.
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Jan. 4, 11, 18,  
2022.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
THE STATE OF WASHING-
TON, COUNTY OF SKAGIT 
WILDERNESS VILLAGE 
COMMUNITY ASSOCIA-
TION, a Washington nonprof-
it corporation, Plaintiff, vs. 
CHARLES R. STAHL, or his 
heirs and devisees if deceased, 
Defendants. Cause No.:  22-2-
00492-29 SHERIFF’S PUB-
LIC NOTICE OF SALE OF 

REAL PROPERTY
To:  CHARLES R. STAHL, 

or his heirs and devisees if de-
ceased, Judgment Debtors
The Superior Court of Skagit 

County has directed the un-
dersigned Sheriff of Skagit 
County to sell the property 
described below to satisfy a 
judgment in the above-entitled 
action.  The property to be sold 
is described as: 
Assessor’s Parcel/Tax ID 

Number: P78184 / 4208-000-
001-0001
Lot 1, "WILDERNESS VIL-

LAGE DIV. 1", as per the 
plat recorded in Volume 10 
of Plats, pages 48-50 inclu-
sive, records of Skagit County, 
Washington.  Also commonly 
known as 7265 Skagit View 
Dr., Concrete, WA 98237.
The sale of the above-de-

scribed property is to take 
place:
Time: 10:30 AM
Date: Friday, February 3, 

2023
Place: Skagit County Court-

house, Mount Vernon, Wash-
ington.
The judgment debtors can 

avoid the sale by paying the 
judgment amount of $7,63554, 
together with interest, costs 
and fees, before the sale date.  
For the exact amount, contact 
the Sheriff at the address stated 
below.
Dated this 9th day of Decem-

ber 2022.
Don McDermott, Sheriff
By: Melinda Larsen, Civil 

Assistant
Skagit County Sheriff’s Office
600 South Third Street
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
360-416-1913
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Jan. 4, 11, 18, 
25, 2022.

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE STATE OF WASH-
INGTON IN AND FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY In re the 
Estate of: ROBERT WENTZ, 
Deceased. Cause No. 21-
4-00609-29 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS RCW 11.40.030

The Administrator named 
below has been appointed and 
has qualified as Administrator 
of this estate.  Any person hav-
ing a claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving on 
or mailing to the administrator 
or the administrator’s attorney 
at the address stated below a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim with 
the court in which the probated 
proceedings were commenced.  
The claim must be presented 
within the later of:  (1) thirty 
days after the administrator 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 AND 11.40.060.  
This bar is effective as to 
claims against both the dece-
dent’s probate and nonprobate 
assets. 
Date of First Publication:  

January 4, 2023 
Name of Administrator: Iris 

Kingston of Senior Support 
Services, Inc.
Attorneys for Administrator: 

David M. Neubeck, WSBA 
#31321 Sara LC Hulford, 
WSBA #52098 Todd L. Sliva, 
WSBA #54298
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice: Elder Law Offices of 
Meyers, Neubeck & Hulford, 
P.S. 2828 Northwest Avenue 
Bellingham WA 98225-2335 
Telephone: (360) 647-8846 
Facsimile: (360) 647-8854
DATED this 4 day of Janu-

ary, 2023.
ELDER LAW OFFICES 

OF MEYERS, NEUBECK & 
HULFORD, P.S.
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Jan. 4, 11, 18, 
25, 2022.

sented within this time frame, 
the claim is forever barred, 
except as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 AND 
11.40.060.  This bar is effec-
tive as to claims against both 
the decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets. 
Date of First Publication: 

December 28th, 2022 
Name of Personal Represen-

tative: SARAI STEVENS
Attorneys for Personal Rep-

resentative: David M. Neu-
beck, WSBA #31321 Sara LC 
Hulford, WSBA #52098 Todd 
L. Sliva, WSBA #54298
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice: Elder Law Offices of  
Meyers, Neubeck & Hulford, 
P.S. 2828 Northwest Avenue 
Bellingham WA 98225-2335
ELDER LAW OFFICES 

OF MEYERS, NEUBECK & 
HULFORD, P.S.
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Dec. 28, Jan. 4, 
11, 2022.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

ART & THEATRE
La Conner Sunrise Food Bank. Food 
distribution every Monday from 2:30–5 
p.m. 602 S. 3rd St., La Conner. 360-488-
3878. laconnerfoodbank.com.
Skagit Valley Humane Society. 18841 
Kelleher Rd, Burlington. 360-757-0445. 
skagithumane.org. Operating by appt. 
only at this time. Find volunteer/donation 
opportunites online. 
Skagit Land Trust.

Day Creek Kosbab Work Party. Jan. 
7, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. RSVP at skagit-
landtrust.org.

SERVICE & VOLUNTEER

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish Library. 
520 Morris St, La Conner. 360-466-
3352. lclib.wa.us. Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.

Storytime. Every Friday at 11 a.m. 
Anacortes Public Library. 
360-299-8067, CityofAnacortes.org. 
1220 10th St, Anacortes.

Tech Help. Every weekday at library 
front desk. 11 a.m.–1 p.m. Drop-in for 
hands-on help.
Mount Vernon Public Library. 
360-336-6209, mountvernonwa.gov. 315 
Snoqualmie St, Mount Vernon.

Virtual Reality. Every Saturday 10 
a.m.–1 p.m. Must be 18 or older.

Baby Storytime. Every Friday 10:30-11 
a.m.
Burlington Public Library. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov. 820 E 
Washington Ave, Burlington.

MUSEUM EXHIBITS
Museum of Northwest Art. Open 
daily 10 a.m.–5 p.m. monamuseum.
org, 360-466-4446.

Exhibit: Consonance by Richard 
Nash. Through Feb 5, 2023.

Exhibit: Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls, 
Honoring our Stolen Sisters. Through 
Feb 5, 2023.

MoNA Collection: New Acquisitions. 
Through Feb 5, 2023.
Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber Arts 
Museum. Hours: Closed Dec. 24-Jan. 
3. qfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288. 
703 S Second St, La Conner.

Exhibit: Scandinavian Stitches. 
Through Jan. 22. 

Exhibit: Celebrating 25 Years - 
Treasures from the permanent collec-
tion. Through Jan. 29. 

Exhibit: Our Voices in Fiber. Through 
Feb. 26. 
Skagit County Historical Museum. 
360-466-3365 or skagitcounty.net/
museum. 
Hours: Thurs-Sun 11 a.m-4 p.m.

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle.

Meet every Wednesday. 1- 2 p.m., 
Burlington Senior Center. Beginners 
and all ages are welcome. Loaner 
ukes available. For more info, email 
yogaheartspace0@gmail.com.
Conway Muse.
18444 Spruce St, Conway. 
206-799-1179. 

Live music: Joe Cook Blues Band. 
Jan. 7, 8 p.m. $17 cover.
Brown Lantern Alehouse.
412 Commercial Ave, Anacortes. 
360-293-2544.

Live music: Good Time Hustle. Jan. 
14, 9 p.m. No cover.

MEETINGS
Town of La Conner
204 Douglas St, La Conner. 360-466-
3125. Zoom info @Townoflaconner.
org/calendar.

Town Council. Jan. 10, 6 p.m. at 
Maple Hall.

Parks Commission. Jan. 11, 9:30 
a.m. at Maple Hall and Zoom.

Arts Commission. Jan. 12, 9:30 a.m. 
at Civic Garden Club.

Planning Commission. Jan. 17, 6 
p.m. at Maple Hall and Zoom.         
La Conner School District
305 N 6th St, La Conner. 360-466-
4113. lcsd.wednet.edu.

School Board Study Session. Jan. 9, 
1-3 p.m. at board meeting room.
Skagit Conservation District 2021 
E. College Way #203, Mt. Vernon. 
360-428-4313. Zoom info @ skagitcd.
org. 

Board meetings. Every fourth 
Wednesday 7:30–9 a.m. 

Rotary Club of La Conner. 
laconnerrotary.org. Meetings Monday, 
6–7 p.m. at the Farmhouse restaurant 
- optional dinner at 5:30 p.m.
Skagit Cemetery District One. 

Regular meetings. Every second 
Thursday, 5 p.m. at Lori Buher’s 
home, 17604 Valentine Rd., Mount 
Vernon.
Little Mountain Gamblers. 

Gamblers Anonymous. Every Tuesday, 
6:30 p.m. at Senior Center in Mount 
Vernon. 1401 Cleveland Ave. Any ques-
tions, call Washington State Gamblers 
Anonymous hotline at 855-222-5542.

GalleryW.
101 N 1st St, La Conner. 360-265-2374. 
galleryw.art 

Exhibit: “Connected” featuring 
Sherry Ying Ruden. Through Feb. 26.

My holiday baking stretched out a bit during this season. I baked 
this recipe on New Year’s Eve. Some prep occurred several days 
prior. I made three cups of Earl grey tea and simmered the candied 
fruit for two hours. I also set out ½ cup of butter to soften it at room 
temperature. Everything in this recipe was stirred by hand.

Ingredients
• Fruit cake mix, 12 ounces
• Earl grey tea, 3 teabags
• Water, 1 quart
• Flour, 2 cups
• Baking powder, 2 tsp
• Butter, ½ cup
• Eggs, 2
• Sugar, 1 cup
• Vanilla, 1 tsp
• Oil spray, to coat a bread pan
• Pecan halves, one dozen

Preparation
Make a quart of Earl grey tea. Remove the tea bags. Add the 

fruitcake mix and simmer for two hours. This can be made ahead of 
time. Drain the fruit cake mix. If not using right away, store, covered 
in the refrigerator. In a large mixing bowl, put in the soft, room-
temperature butter; beat in the eggs and sugar. Add the vanilla and 
mix again. In a separate medium bowl, add the flour and baking 
powder. Use a wire whisk to mix. Gradually add the flour mixture to 
the wet mixture. When all combined well, add in the fruitcake mix. 
Spray a bread pan with a cooking oil. Add the bread mix into the 
bread pan. Even out the top. Add the pecan halves to the top of the 
bread mix. Press in slightly. Bake at 350 F for one hour. Wait 10 
minutes before removing from the bread pan. Cool for 30 minutes 
before slicing. Use a serrated bread knife to cut slices. 

AqiimuksKitchen@outlook.com

Fruitcake Bread
By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor.
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Classified ads now in print and online • same low price
Submit your ad by Sunday noon for next issue publishing • laconnerweeklynews.com/classifiedads or 360-466-3315

CLASSIFIEDS

SALES REP WANTED. The sky’s 
the limit. Name your salary and earn it 
selling display ads for the La Conner 
Weekly News. A good listener who can 
close the deal wanted. 15+ hours week-
ly. Wage and commission. Let’s talk. Ken 
360-202-4660.

JO’S HEALING HANDS. Time to relax 
and get ready for a whole new year. 
Sauna and then a relaxing massage. 
Call Jo’s Healing Hands LMT at 
360-708-2022.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
DOGS, PETS OR PET SUPPLIES. 

Happy Jack® Liquivict2x® is recognized 
safe & effective against hook & round 
worms in dogs by US CVM. Double 
strength. 3-year stability. At Tractor 
Supply® (www.fleabeacon.com)

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE with a $325 
classified listing or $1600 for a display 

ad. Call this newspaper or 360-344-2938 
for details. 

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. 
Receive maximum value of write off for 
your taxes. Running or not! All conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call for details, 
855-635-4229.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
today with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 money down + low 
monthly payment options. Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

Town Council Agenda Jan. 10, 2023, 
6 p.m. 104 Commercial Street Upper 

Maple Center and by Zoom
Information is below and on the 
Town website
I. Call to Order
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Public Comments (Limit:  3 

minutes per person)
IV. Presentations:  La Conner 

School Superintendent Will Nelson
 To discuss the Reader Board and 

financials
V. Consent Agenda
A. Consent Agenda (Approved 

without objection 5/0)
1. Approval of the Minutes:  Council 

Meeting of December 13, 2022
2. Finance:
Approval of Accounts Payable – 

December 2022 Closeout & Jan. 10, 
2022.   

Approval Payroll  
B. Items Removed from the Consent 

Agenda
VI. Reports
1. Chamber Report
2. Revenue /Expenditure Report
3. Department Head Reports
4. Mayor’s Report 
5. Council Committee 

Reports 
VII. Unfinished Business:
1. Center Street Project - Discussion
2. Jenson Property – Discussion
3. Resolution – Personal Policy 

Updates Sick Leave Updates
4. Water System Plan Update
5. Purchase of Public Works Truck 

– Blade Chevrolet

AGENDAS

VIII. New Business:
1. Resolution – Recognition of 

Hunter Tautvydas
2. Agreement – Public Restroom 

Cleaning (Frontline)
3. Agreement – Cintas – Public 

Works 
4.  2023 Sewer Tribal Rates
IX. Mayor Roundtable:
X. Executive Session:
There may be an executive session 

immediately preceding or following 
the meeting as allowed by RCW 
42.30.110 and as announced by the 
presiding officer.

La Conner Park Commission
Agenda, Jan. 11, 2023 9:30 a.m., 

Maple Hall Fireside Room,
104 Commercial Street, La Conner

and by Zoom. 
Information below and on the Town 
website
Public comments
Old Business
A. Rotary Grant Request
B. Pavilion Permit Update  
C. Fish Slide Update
New Business
Meeting ID: 825 1850 8390
Passcode: E8m82y
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POLICE BLOTTERPOLICE BLOTTER
SKAGIT COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery
Great coffee and tea deserve to be served in great cups. Stop by and see our diverse selection.

• Mugs with designs by noted native artists, like Richard Shorty, Sue Coccia and Maxine Noel.
• Hilarious mugs with cute animals (LOL coffee)
• Double-walled borosilicate glass cups. They help keep hot drinks hot and cold drinks cold. 

       (How do they know? HOW DO THEY KNOW?)

We have the same great La Colombe coffee, Forté chocolates and McCrea’s caramels as ever.
Beat the whole idea of cold weather with Forté cocoa or sipping chocolate! Reclamation

CANDLE COMPANY

Now featuring maple syrup in 10 flavors. Try it on everything, just like Buddy in the movie ELF! Still good on pancakes.
106 S 1st St.
La Conner

Hours:
 9-5 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Tropical
Houseplant Sale

15% OFF
Palms, Citrus, Gardenias,

Orchids, Ferns, 
Succulents & more.
All growing in our
warm greenhouse. 

through January 31st

“People’s
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the May 29th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy

La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

Friday
‘til 7:00

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Hardy Fuchsias

Fuchsia Baskets
Extra large, hanging in 14” cedar pots.

Fuchsia Starts
Upright & trailing starts in 2, 4 & 6” pots

20% off
through May 31st

These old-fashioned Fuchsias come back
year after year, growing  from 2’ up to 8’

tall. Flowers in red, purple, white and pink.
A favorite of humming birds and gardeners

with shade. We offer dozens of varieties 
and have included trailing Fuchsias,

on sale through May 31st.

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this ad in the May 11th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315

Shady Days

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Shade-loving
Tuberous Begonias,

fancy Double Impatiens and
exotic New Guinea Impatiens

20% off
4” Pots

(regularly $4.98)
through May 22nd

Hours:
 9-6 Daily
Fri. ‘til 7

People’s 
Choice

Award-Winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

2x4 col. in. ad proof for 4/30/14.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Fridays
‘ til 7 p.m.

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Basket
Stuffers

20% Off
(regularly $2.49)

through May 11th

Dozens of different premium
annual varieties for planters,

baskets or bedding,
growing in 2-1/4” pots.

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Fridays

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

2x4 col. in. ad proof for 4/30/14.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Fridays
‘ til 7 p.m.

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Basket
Stuffers

20% Off
(regularly $2.49)

through May 11th

Dozens of different premium
annual varieties for planters,

baskets or bedding,
growing in 2-1/4” pots.

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Fridays
Open
Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com 

An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts
Open
Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com 

An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts

Open
Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com 

An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts
www.christiansonsnursery.com

15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
    ARNEST1044BW 

360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

K
ing Features W

eekly Service
April 6, 2020

The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.

Donations accepted 
each Monday from

1pm to 3pm

Bargains galore at our 
non-profi t thrift 

and consignment store

Open
Fri., Sat. & Sun. 

11 AM - 5 PM
 301 Morris

Stop by!

HAPPY 
NEW YEAR
Shop at La Conner’s 

only department store
for just about anything 

you’re looking for.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner

360-424-4548 • 1-800-466-6081 • 2600 Cedardale Rd
Mount Vernon • I-5 Exit 225 • www.soundcedar.com

Operated by
Robert Desmarais and crew

Skagit County Native for 44 Years
22,000 SQ FT SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE

CEDAR SIDING
TIMBERS
TRIM

DDEECCKKOORRAATTOORRSS  COMPOSITE DECKING

HHAARRDDWWOOOODD  DDEECCKKIINNGG  --  
Tiger wood • IPE •Bamboo & 
more CCEEDDAARR  DDEECCKKIINNGG

CEDAR FFEENNCCIINNGG  --  
1x4 • Split Rail • 1x6

Treat Yourself to 
a Good Book!
Open 7 days a week!

10 - 6
On Gilkey Square
360-399-1800

www.seaportbooks.com 

106 S. First St.
La Conner

Moving?
Email 
your 
address 
change 
to 
info@laconnernews.com

Monday, December 26
1:55 a.m.: Sound asleep – A male 
was located sleeping outside the 
public restrooms. He was asked 
to move away from the doors by 
a cleaning service employee. The 
male complied and didn't cause any 
problems. Morris St., La Conner.
4:26 p.m.: Found phone – A cell 
phone was found by employees. 
The owner returned and claimed the 
phone. Morris St., La Conner.

Thursday, December 29
8:49 p.m.: Loud music – Report of 
loud music coming from the street. 
The music was eventually turned 
down. Fir Island Rd., Greater La 
Conner.

Friday, December 30
9:34 a.m.: Found and returned – 
Found property turned out to be an 
employee's who was not on site. The 
property was given to the employ-
ee's spouse to be returned. Maple 
Ave., La Conner.

Clyde. . . (from page 1)
following a machine recount, 
flipping the seat. The district 
covers Island County and portions 
of northeastern Snohomish and 
southwestern Skagit counties, 
including La Conner. 

Gilday inferred allegations 
lodged by Shavers’ father, Brett 
Shavers, if made earlier, that his 
son had falsely claimed to have 
served as a naval submarine 
officer and was a working 
attorney, would have altered the 
outcome in Gilday’s favor. 

According to Gilday, numerous 
people reached out afterward to 
learn if they could change their 
votes. The Everett Herald, which 
had endorsed Shavers, rescinded 
that endorsement after Brett 
Shavers went public writing a 
letter citing his concerns. 

Shavers and his campaign, 
while apologetic, disputed the 
accuracy of the allegations. 

Their response was the younger 
Shavers never said he was 
deployed on a sub – only that he 
was commissioned as a nuclear 
submarine officer. They said the 
candidate was a lawyer, having 
graduated from Yale Law School, 
but never represented himself 
as an attorney who had passed a 
state bar exam. 

“My father’s letter was entirely 
political,” Shavers explained to 
the Weekly News. “He is a deeply 
partisan person who attended the 
January 6th insurrection. While 
we haven’t had a close relation-
ship, never did I think that he 
would personally attack me. He 
remained largely absent while I 
attended the U.S. Naval Academy, 
graduated from Naval Nuclear 
Power School and trained at a 
nuclear power plant as a nuclear 
submarine officer and served in 
the Middle East and Southeast 
Asia as a public affairs officer. 

“Serving in the military is one 
of the greatest honors of my life,” 
Shavers stressed, “and I stayed 
in the U.S. Navy longer than my 

service requirement.” 
Shavers has much preferred 

talking about district issues than 
the resume flap. 

“All of my legislative priorities 
come directly from voters in our 
communities,” he said. “Every 
idea, proposal and piece of 
legislation comes from ordinary 
people, like all of us. Throughout 
the campaign, I had the honor and 
privilege of connecting with so 
many people and listening to their 
stories – farmers and farmworkers 
who feed us and the world, public 
safety and healthcare workers 
who protect us each and every 
day, veterans who continue to 
serve, teachers and administrators 
who care for our children and 
small business owners who 
support our communities. 

“My job,” stressed Shavers, “is 
to fight for all these voices and 
stories so that they are heard in 
Olympia.” 

Shavers will start his tour in 
Olympia as vice chair of the 
House Education committee and 
as a member of the Innovation, 
Technology and Economic 
Development, Veterans and 
Capital Budget panels. He has 
worked with Rep. Dave Paul 
(D-Oak Harbor) on a proposal 
that will allow government 
entities to contract with local 
groups on bills designed to 
directly benefit communities with 
less state involvement. 

“This means that our schools, 
park services and other organiza-
tions can find ways of helping our 
own community members while 
also saving money,” he said. 

Shavers has also been meet-
ing with municipal and county 
officials in the district “to make 
sure that we are closely working 
together every step of the way.” 

What he experienced during 
his navy career and legal educa-
tion were key factors in Shavers’ 
decision to make a run for the 
state house. 

“I became concerned that 
Americans are more focused 
about being politically right or left 
instead of being simply right or 
wrong,” he said. “We need public 
servants who can break through 
this that makes us ugly towards 
each other. I decided to run for 
office because I believe that for all 
of us to build a better future, we 
need to walk away from today’s 
divisive politics and usher in a 
new generation of young public 
servants and leaders.” 

Shavers was not surprised at 
the tightness of his race with 
Gilday, a Camano Island attorney 
and real estate broker who 
prioritized housing, public safety 
and environmental preservation. 

“The 10th Legislative District 
has always had close elections,” 
Shavers said. “Our district rep-
resents the best of America with 
people of so many different back-
grounds, experiences and ideas. 

“Our district,” he said, “is 
wonderful because at the end of 
our elections we always come 
together and move forward.” 

Coming off an election decided 
by less than three-tenths of one 
percent, that outlook will likely be 
put to the test more than usual in 
the next two years. 

SALES REP WANTED
           

    Lover of La Conner wanted 
    Grow the La Conner Weekly News 
    Sell display advertising 
    Earn the salary you name 

Wanted: a good listener who can close the deal 

Sell Ken on your selling ability 
Send your pitch and resume: 
editor@laconnernews.com 

JAMMING THE NEW YEAR INTO BEING – Chris Eger rocked the crowd 
Saturday night at Maple Hall with his namesake The Chris Eger Band 
inspiring some 120 people to dance the old year away. They brought in 
2023 with a champagne toast at midnight. About $9,000 was raised for 
funding the La Conner Live Sunday summer concert series.  
                                                                – Photo courtesy of La Conner Live

Rain last week: Dec 25-31: 1.8
Rainfall in Dec: 2.95
Number of rain days: 19
Least rain, one day: 0.01, 2 days
Most rain, one day: 0.91, Dec. 27
Year least rain: 2009, 2011, 1.25
Year most rain: 2015, 7.05
Average rainfall, 2000-2023: 3.4 *
Rainfall last month, Nov.: 5.6
All totals in inches. 
* 21 years: no data 2002, 2005. 
Data from WSU Mount Vernon.

Rain Report: December
Rain. . . (from page 1)

Residents and merchants are 
asked to report flood-damages 
from Tuesday’s flood for possible 
disaster-relief aid from the state 
of Washington. Disaster funding 
may come from different sources.

The forms are here: 
English: skagitcountywa-self.

govplatform.com/en/service/
Damage_Assessment_Form 

Spanish: skagitcountywa-self.
govplatform.com/es/service/
Damage_Assessment_Form 

Source: Town of La Conner

Disaster-relief aid damage 
assessment forms 
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