
By Judy Booth

A couple thousand artisans, luthiers, 
musicians and wood millers from as 
far away as Italy and Spain, landed 
here last weekend for the sixth annual 
La Conner Guitar Festival to see, listen 
to and play the handcrafted and care-
fully sourced guitars and mandolins. 

Most prices ranged from $8,000 to 
$26,000. 

“I make high-end rectangles!” said 
walnut-wood lover Felly Smith. 

His stack of walnut and red cedar, 
milled to the size of the neck and body 
shape of a guitar, begged for a luthier. 

Before milling wood for guitars, 
Smith crafted percussion instruments 
for members of bands such as Los 
Lobos and the Grateful Dead. 

The front face of an acoustic guitar 
is usually made from Sitka spruce. The 
back comes from hardwoods such as 
walnut – from the Willamette Valley, 
red cedar – from Skagit Valley – myr-
tle and other hardwoods, Smith saod. 

He pointed me in the direction of 
Tyson Soth of Spokane, former wood-
worker and cabinet maker, now luthier. 
Smith suggested I see the guitar Soth 
had made from wood he had pur-
chased from him. It was a beauty. 

Building guitars was Soth’s method 
of coping with his 13-year-old child 
undergoing extensive cancer treat-
ment. She is well today. 

Next to the guitar Soth had made 
from Smith’s wood, was a poster of 

“Light the Way” Children’s Cancer 
Coalition in Spokane. He is donating 
the guitar to the coalition for their care 
of his daughter. 

Ben Feldman, apprentice to Rob 
Goldberg, a luthier from Haines, 
Alaska, must love working with his 
hands. He built a 39-foot sailboat and 
helped Goldberg build his shop in Port 
Townsend. “Ruined all my hopes of 
anything academic,” he said. He likes 
to hang out in lumber yards. “It’s rare 

to come across a tree with the music 
in it.” 

Goldberg, tucked behind a table 
filled with milled slices of Sitka 
Spruce and redwood, a thin pencil out-
line of a guitar on some, built his first 
guitar when he was 17-years old. He 
apprenticed with William Cumpiano, 
known for his writing and teaching 
of the art, including a feature-length 
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We bless this fleet

By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner Town Council last week chose 
to forego the path of least resistance when dealing 
with future downtown traffic flow and parking.

Rather than table action and extend discussion of 
options for S. First Street, council members voted 
4-0 during their May 14 meeting at Maple Hall 
to convert the historic and narrow route along the 
town’s popular waterfront to single lane one-way 
traffic with parking on both sides. Councilor Ivan 
Carlson was absent.

Town Planner Michael Davolio suggested the 
change go into effect this fall, which would give 
time to install new directional street signage.

The main factor pushing the new plan was safety, 
especially to get emergency rigs through tighter 
space as regular vehicles grow in size.

La Conner Fire Chief Aaron Reinstra had strong-
ly recommended one-way southbound traffic on S. 
First Street, noting that his department responds on 
average to two downtown emergency service calls 
per month. He said neighboring fire departments 
endorsed the one-way option.

Davolio indicated that the width of S. First Street 

Holiday closures
Memorial Day is Monday, May 27. The follow-

ing offices and services will be closed in obser-
vance of the holiday.

Banks: Closed 
Public transit: No service
Library: Closed
Post Office: Closed 
Schools: Closed 
Town Hall: Closed
County government: Closed
Trash pick up: Regular service

First Street 
will switch 
to one-way

By Bill Reynolds

He was raised and again resides on a diversified 
century-old farm north of town, but more than any 
single crop it’s been goodwill that Dean Swanson 
has spent a lifetime cultivating.

“I’ve been lucky to have grown up in a com-
munity that really cares,” Swanson, 67, told the 
Weekly News. “I had all the support I ever needed. 
That’s why I’ve always chosen to give back and 
(my wife) Becky, who’s the rock of our family, is 
in on that with me.”

Because he mastered the concept of “paying it 
forward” long before the phrase came into vogue, 
Swanson, a 1975 La Conner graduate, is this year’s 
recipient of the school’s outstanding alumnus 

Berry good: Swanson 
is outstanding alum

(continued on page 6)

OUTSTANDING IN HIS FIELD – Dean Swanson, 
class of 1975, has been named La Conner’s out-
standing alumni for 2024. – Photo by Bill Reynolds

A NEW FISHING SEASON IS A BLESSING – Following tradition, members of the Swinomish Indian Tribal Community walked
 from the Youth and Community Center to their annual First Salmon ceremony at the Swinomish Channel south of their docks. 
Four youth carried cedar boughs laden with seafood and berries in boats to the four directions to offer thanks.

– Photo by Madoc Hiller

Swinomish Tribe honors tradition

Guitar Festival fills La Conner with music

By Judy Booth

Five-year old Drea Edwards-Gould 
hugged her Auntie Melinda tight 
as the Swinomish Fish and Game 
Enforcement boat pulled out of the 
docks and propelled in one of the 
four directions to make an offering to 
the sea for a safe fishing season – the 
annual Blessing of the Fleet and First 
Salmon Ceremony of the Swinomish 
Indian Tribal Community. 

Sgt. Shaun Beasley navigated Skagit 
Bay at 24 knots with the precious 
cargo of a king salmon dressed in 
crab, clams, mussels, blackberries and 
blueberries on a bed of cedar boughs, 
through Deception Pass – at much 
slower speed – where the engine was 
cut, the boat rocked and Beasley, 

balancing on the foot-wide platform 
at the stern, gently tossed the offering 
into the sea. 

Based on tradition, three other 
boats, skippered by Bruce James Jr., 
Joe McDonald and Dave Heenan, also 
sailed off for parts unknown in propiti-
ation for a safe fishing season. 

Thus ended a day of feasting, 
prayers, singing and dancing. 

Fishing, along with hunting, has 
been a staple of Native American life 
for millennia and particularly here in 
the Pacific Northwest the bounty of 
fish and shellfish provided an abundant 
living. So the original peoples had the 
time, the tools and creativity to pro-
duce the well-known and beloved art-
work of totems, boats, hats, beadwork 
and regalia for which they are known. 

At the Youth and Community 
Center, Senator Barbara James, 
taleq tale II, the tribal senate trea-
surer, welcomed over 300 guests 
to the lavish meal humbly called 
“lunch,” of salmon – thick, sweet 
and juicy – clams, mussels, shrimp 
and crab cooked to perfection. “It’s 
a pleasure to see the ones who have 
come to join us as we prepare for the 
Blessing of the Fleet – such an im-
portant work that we do on behalf of 
our fishermen on the water. We are 
thankful for the waters that we have 
[that] provide the nourishment that 
you will be able to partake in today. 
You are the ones that pray for our 
folks that go out on the water.” 

(continued on page 8)

(continued on page 2)

THE SWEETEST SOUND A LUTHIER HEARS – It’s “SOLD,” Musicians Terry 
Kingen, left, and Bear Davis might have been helping out the luthier whose guitars 
they played at mini-concert demos at the La Conner Guitar Festival last weekend. 
More than 1,000 people, primarily men, came to sixth annual show in Maple Hall. 
At least one bought a guitar. – Photo by Madoc Hiller

HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY
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Opinion
From the editor — 

We’re long overdue for  
a county library system

– Ken Stern

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

A citizen’s view —

That mist in your valley deserves protection

If there is fault to be had and people to be held accountable for the 
state auditor’s staff finding shortcomings in the oversight of the La 
Conner Rural Partial County Library District – for that is what the 
library’s official name is – that fault lies with all the Skagit  County 
commissioners for the years and decades of a lack of vision and 
leadership that has allowed all residents countywide to languish with 
antiquated, piecemeal and completely underfunded and understaffed 
independent municipal and partial county library districts. 

It is not the director and her board in La Conner that needs to 
bear the brunt of any criticism for slips in management. It is all 
the organized and independent entities and organizations that have 
chosen to not bring Skagit County into even the 20th century by 
their refusal to advocate and insist on a single Skagit County library 
district that would provide a uniform and comprehensive system to 
service every resident from Conway to Alger and from Marblemount 
to the Deception Pass bridge. 

Like so many civic issues – the ways we govern ourselves – 
libraries are proscribed in state law. Since our county commissioners 
have not done so “of its own initiative,” then when 100 Skagit County 
residents petition for a library district, an election will decide the 
issue (RCW 27.12.030). That is one option.

The lack of a single system creates a financial penalty for the coun-
ty’s municipalities and library districts, forcing local taxes for the 
support of individual libraries. 

The benefits of a centralized system are many. It will offer universal 
services to all residents. Duplications will disappear, while the sav-
ings will be redirected to expand services in the smaller communities. 
Staff ought to not be cut but employed additional hours and supple-
mented. Every branch will need a managing librarian if not a director. 
Staff hours and positions can be expanded, tapping the larger county 
tax base. Municipal residents and library departments will have tax 
and programmatic relief.

Critically, all Skagitonians will be eligible for a free library card. 
Now, live outside municipal boundaries and it can be $100 for 
a library card. The complicated guest privileges between library 
districts will disappear. 

The most critical issue small rural districts face: having a certified 
librarian as director – is solved with the tax base a countywide system 
provides. That is why the phrase “comprehensive library system” 
exists. 

Our county commissioners know the solution to the struggles 
of the municipal and partial library districts. Now, in this election 
year, is the time for them to move beyond lip-service support and 
actively advocate for a countywide system. Four candidates are 
running for two commissioner positions. Voters will be helped to hear 
their pledge of commitment for bringing the issue before them as a 
legislative body and approving it. 

Of course, the current commissioners can put the proposal on 
the agenda any week for discussion and scheduling a vote. If the 
commissioners need to deliberate, they can commission a study. They 
can start with that small investment, allocating initial resources of 
time and money. The main resource needed is leadership – and will.

After all, a countywide system will bring Skagit County into the 
20th century. It is never too late to embrace progress.

What’s the value of every child in the county and her parents 
having free library cards? Priceless.

By Ken Stern

In preparation for becoming 
interim superintendent of the La 
Conner School District, Dave 
Cram took the oath of office 
during the district’s board of 
directors meeting Monday and 
he did not stop there. The school 
board methodically and unan-
imously passed seven resolu-
tions authorizing Cram to sign 
 documents, invest funds, pay bills 
and designating him as agent and 
auditing officer and more.

Board President Susie Deyo 
told Cram, “You are official. 
On July first, you have all the 
authority of the school district. 
Have fun.”

Deyo had first recognized 
 retiring staff members Linda 
Pierson,  23 years; Linda Sovie, 
21 years; Barbara Wolf, 18 years; 
and  Jennifer Moyer, 7 years.

 Middle and High school 
 Principal Christine Tripp 
 highlighted the more than 100 
volunteers who support students 
in a wide variety of ways, in-
cluding in math, science, drama, 
sports and on field trips. They 
had their names listed on the 
board room’s front screen.

The board heard a report 
and passed a resolution for the 

state’s Office of Superintendent 
of  Public Instruction-mandat-
ed campus building inventory 
to assess their conditions. A 
grant pays the consultants. The 
 information is used as a base-
line to allocate state funding to 
school districts. 

A donation of $1,374 raised 
through a car wash from the La 
Conner Booster Club paid for 
an eighth-grade field trip to a 
trampoline park and Chick-Fil-A 
in Marysville.

Beth Clothier, the district’s 
director of teaching and learning, 
recommended a new high school 
math textbook to replace the current 
1990s schoolbook. Staff had recom-
mended and agreed to the choice. A 
grant pays 80% of its cost.

Elementary School Principal 
Heather Fakkema discussed the 
transitional kindergarten  survey 
that has already brought 10 
parental responses. The survey 
will be promoted through June. 
The goal is to have 13 to 15 
4-year-olds enrolled by Aug. 31. 
She reported that next year’s 
kindergarten enrollment is at 29 
and called it a “great number” 
this early.

Clothier and Tripp summarized 

Dave Cram takes the oath  
as school superintendent

(continued on page 4)

Follow God for 
the good of all

Well, I don’t need to write 
what is happening in our own 
country and around the world. 
Unless one is living under a rock, 
or is deliberately denying what 
is before our very eyes each day, 
we clearly see the U.S. and other 
countries are in a world of hurt.

The only solution, in my 

opinion, is: we better turn back 
to the God of the universe, repent 
of our sins and let God back 
into our individual lives, our 
government, our schools, our 
business ventures, etc. In other 
words, recognize He is God and 
we desperately need Him. He is 
the answer. We are One Nation 
Under God but we have foolishly 
shut Him out. 

Nancy Burlison
La Conner

By Maggie Wilder

Almost 50 years ago I 
 extracted myself from a life 
and livelihood in our nearest 
 metropolis to follow a dream, a 
soul mandate, to live in Skagit 
Valley. A decade earlier, when I 
was 16 years old, I’d seen it for 
the first time and its beauty kept 
calling: those flat vistas, miles of 
mist and farmland. 

As the greening of this place 
happens once again and we 
 celebrate this season, let me, 
please, rain a bit on your parade 
by mentioning something your 
sense of beauty, indeed none 
of your senses, will be good at 
detecting: Glyphosate. 

While Monsanto was busy 
developing Roundup in the 
1970s, (after gifting Vietnam and 
our veterans with Agent  Orange), 
and a little later the GMO 
( genetically modified  organisms) 
crops that could resist its toxicity, 
they somehow forgot to modify 
the flora and fauna in our GI 
tract, commonly referred to now 

as the human microbiome. 
The World Health 

 Organization listed  glyphosate, 
the weed-killing agent in 
 Roundup, as a probable 
 carcinogen in 2015. This after 
9.4 million pounds of the stuff 
had been spread around the 
world. And then the use of 
Roundup exploded. By now it is 
estimated that 5 billion pounds 
of glyphosate has been used 
worldwide. It is in our soil, our 
rainwater and it is in you. A 
 well-known research doctor can’t 
find anyone he’s examined who 
isn’t urinating the chemical. 

Since 2015, we’ve found 
out so much more: the very 
 mitochondria of our human cells, 
it turns out, are not genetically 
human. Those bits of life that 
run our metabolism are more 
likely viruses and also  vulnerable 
to the ravages of glyphosate. 
Science now understands our 
bodies to be micro-ecosys-
tems, not  monocultures. And 
the  consequences of mass 
 application of pesticides are 

implicated more and more in the 
research of  astute scientists in the 
severe spikes in chronic disease 
in America: diabetes, infertility, 
neurodegenerative diseases to 
name a few. 

Back to our valley: That 
 beautiful yellow ochre, the raw 
sienna of some farm fields? 
 Glyphosate. Not just a weed 
killer, but now also a desiccant 
industrial farming can use on 
grain. 

The good news? Ten percent 
of farming in Skagit Valley has 
gone organic (though organic 
farms are still being rained on!) 
So the next time you’re at the 
 local farm stand and find  yourself 
both admiring those organic 
strawberries and flinching at their 
price, remember this and thank 
those farmers! Buy those berries. 
The wee organisms downstream 
from your mouth and  wallet 
will rejoice, and you’ll be 
 encouraging more farmers to set 
down the glyphosate.

Maggie Wilder lives in La 
Conner.
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Joe McCoy, former minister 
of the Indian Shaker Church, 
led the meal’s blessing. Back 
in the 1960s, one dark night, 
McCoy, just a 19-year old kid, 
got ticketed for “illegal” fishing 
on tribal waters, called “common 
waters” back then. Staff from the 
 Washington state Department 
of Game (regulating game fish) 
took his 52 fish, many weighing 
upwards of 70 pounds. 

“They told me to pick up [the 
net.] They said, ‘if we go to court, 
you may get your fish back,’” 
McCoy recalled, laughing at the 
memory. 

He again hauled another 70 king 
salmon, the Department of Game 
on his heals, escaping through 
hole-in-the-jetty into Skagit Bay. 

“It was eight feet wide and low 
tide. Couldn’t stop because the 
boat would have hit bottom. I 
had to keep going to deep water. 
I went to Snee-Oosh Beach. Sold 
all the 70 kings, but lost the first 
50 to Fish and Game. 

“It was Billy Frank, Jr. who 
did everything.” McCoy added, 
honoring Frank who that decade 
organized a series of “fish-ins” 
which led to the Boldt Decision. 

The procession from the 
gym to the docks was led by 
the Edwards family, followed 
by  representatives from  several 
faiths including Father Mel 
of Saint Mary’s/Saint Paul’s 
church, the Catholic Church, 
Pastor Doug York of the Pente-
costal church and Wendy of the 
Shaker church. They all offered a 
blessing. 

An eagle screeched overhead 
as J.J. Wilbur led the Wilbur 
family song. “It came to us from 
the ancestors after our beloved 
kuts-bat-soot – Claude Wilbur 

Sr. – passed in 2018. We sing the 
song in honor of Aunt Lorraine, 
our long-time salmon warrior and 
fisheries manager here at Swin-
omish.” 

Four dignitaries, Col.  Kathryn 
P. Sanborn, Seattle District 
 Commander, of the Army Core 
of Engineers; Liz Lovelett, 
40th state legislative district; 
Craig Bill – soon to be  elder – 
twice appointed director of the 
 Governor’s Office of Indian 

Affairs and  Swinomish member; 
and Larry Wasserman, retired 
director of the Swinomish Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection 
were honored with traditional 
offerings and  blessings. 

Brian Porter, ya qua leouse, 
vice-chairman of the Swin-
omish Senate, Fish & Game 
 Commission, bemoaned the 
drastic effects on salmon fishing 
due to environmental impacts. 
“My 18-year-old son didn’t know 
what a Chum was.” 

Here on the shores of the 
Salish Sea, according to NOAA 
Fisheries, “Chum salmon may 
historically have been the 
most abundant of all Pacific 
 salmonids.” 

“In pre-contact times their 
[indigenous] fisheries took 
nearly as many salmon as did 
later  industrial fisheries, but 
indigenous practices resulted in 
a sustainable resource,” writes 
Priscilla Long on historylink.org. 

As I write this on Friday, May 
17, I see that it is Endangered 
Species Day. How appropriate.

Blessing
. . . (from page 1)

TRADITIONAL TRIBAL OFFERING — Swinomish Fish and Game En-
forcement Sgt. Shaun Beasley carefully offers king salmon dressed in 
crab, clams, mussels, blackberries and blueberries on a bed of cedar 
boughs in the waters of Deception Pass. 

— Photo courtesy Krista Hamburg

“It came to us from 
the ancestors after our 
beloved kuts-bat-soot 
– Claude Wilbur Sr. – 
passed in 2018. We 
sing the song in honor of 
Aunt Lorraine, our long-
time salmon warrior and 
fisheries manager here at 
Swinomish.” 

J.J. Wilbur
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Raven’s Cup Coffee & Tea & Art Gallery 

Delicious coffee, original art, and  iconic Skagit County products!

We’ve named our mascot!
Coming soon:  Watch our Instagram @ravenscup 
for fun conversations between Feathermore the 

raven, Pepper the raccoon, and Sam the Highland 
cow!  Thanks to Camina V. for the name!
106 S. 1st St – Open at 7 am daily

Reclamation
CANDLE COMPANY

Member SIPC

Scott A Price
Financial Advisor
708 E Morris Street
P O Box 795
La Conner, WA 98257
360-466-2933

Should your goals shift when the 
market does?

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894O-A AECSPAD

TRANSITIONAL
KINDERGARTEN?

Interested in

La Conner School District is currently
gathering information on whether there is
a need in our community for a transitional
kindergarten program. If you have a child
who will be four years old on or before
August 31, 2024, they may qualify for a
place in a transitional kindergarten
classroom. 
Please complete this survey to help us
determine whether or not there is a need
for this program in our community.

Complete the survey using the QR code or https://tiny.cc/LCTK 

www.lcsd.wednet.edu

360-466-3172

By Bill Reynolds

A Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife  biologist will 
look to maintain the  chemistry en-
joyed by the Town’s  Emergency 
Management  Commission since 
its inception in 2023.

Three-year town resident 
Jonah Keith was confirmed last 
week by the La Conner Town 
Council to fill a commission 
vacancy created by the death 
of Duane Carpenter, who had 
been the advisory panel’s chief 
meteorologist.

Keith brings to the board not 
only his extensive background in 
science and marine biology, but 
also the perspective of a young 
parent, according to commission 
chair Jerry George.

“One of the reasons I recruited 
Jonah is that our commission 
is old,” George told council 
members prior to their May 14 
unanimous vote. “We’re all old 
people. We don’t know, because 
we aren’t there anymore, how a 
disaster feels for a family with 
children and young people.” 

Keith was appointed to a term 
that expires Dec. 31, 2027.

Keith handles a wide range 
of duties for WDFW, including 
the collection of field data in the 
Skagit River by boat and aerial 
surveys in helicopters.

“Jonah probably knows 
the Skagit River better than 
 everyone,” George said.

A father of two children, 
Keith supervises seven WDFW 
 employees at their La Conner 
office. In  addition to his super-

visory role, 
Keith analyzes 
creel data to 
estimate the 
 sportfishing 
catch of 
endangered 
salmonids in 
the Skagit, 
Samish and 
Nooksack 
 watersheds.

The year-old commission 
at one point consisted of six 
 members, five with voting 
 privileges. It was pared down to 
five members only, each em-
powered to vote, following the 
 retirement of initial chair Bill 
Stokes, a former town councilor. 

Formed in response to severe 
saltwater flooding in  December 
2022 that caused nearly $2 mil-
lion in local property  damage, 
the commission since then has 
expanded its role to  recommend 
strategies to protect the La 
Conner area from a wide array 
of emergencies and natural 
disasters, from earthquakes and 
tsunamis to extreme weather and 
fires.

Commissioners at present 
are crafting a Community 
 Emergency Management Plan 
for La Conner, drawing in 
part upon material developed 
by Washington state, Skagit 
 County, the City of Anacortes 
and other entities.

Members of the commission 
have also sought input from 
leadership at Skagit County Fire 
District 13, the Swinomish Trib-
al Community and Shelter Bay.  

ROAD WORK – Through June 6, Skagit County Public Works crews will grind out worn pavement and re-
place it with new asphalt on Best Road, between McLean and Chilberg roads. During the work, traffic will be 
reduced to one lane of alternating traffic. Shown here on June 15, the work was focused near Christianson’s 
Nursery.  – Photo by Kurt Batdorf

By Ken Stern

The 2023 lawsuit brought by 
then-resident Jan Henrie against 
the Shelter Bay Community’s 
board of directors executive 
committee may be considered 
by the Washington Court of 
Appeals. 

Skagit County Superior Court 
Judge Laura Riquelme granted 
the defendants motion to stay 
the proceedings before May 
10 pending the outcome of the 
defendants’ request for a discre-
tionary review by the appeals 
court.

The judge agreed with the 
defense that the case involved “a 
controlling question of law as to 

which there is substantial ground 
for difference of opinion” and 
found that “immediate review 
of these orders may materially 
advance the ultimate termination 
of the litigation.”

The appellate court has to 
decide to accept the discretionary 
review.

Riquelme denied the plaintiff’s 
Court Rule 11 sanctions request. 
Court Rule 11 includes not caus-
ing “unnecessary delay.”

Judy Kontos is now the plain-
tiff. Henrie assigned her rights, 
including judgments awarded, to 
Kontos March 29. Kontos has as-
sumed all responsibilities under 
the plaintiff’s case.

Henrie’s March 2023 suit 

alleged malfeasance and failure 
in these board members’ actions 
and conduct for their passing an 
“invalid budget in violation of 
both the Shelter Bay Community 
bylaws and the Revised Code of 
Washington.”

The defendants have not con-
tested the case’s merits. Instead 
they claim Henrie has no stand-
ing to bring the suit.  Superior 
Court Judge Laura Riquelme 
ruled against them twice.

Defendants Wendy Poulton, 
Elaine Dixon, Monte Hicks, 
Joseph Hurley and Louise Kari 
were board of director execu-
tive committee members when 
 Henrie filed her case. Poulton 
and Hicks are still on the board.

Court of Appeals may consider 
Henrie’s Shelter Bay board case

By Ken Stern

The Shelter Bay Commu-
nity voted to continue Wendy 
Poulton, Pat McGarry and Monte 
Hicks as members of its board of 
directors at its election and annu-
al meeting Saturday, May 18. 

Poulton, with 307 votes, and 
Hicks, with 273, were reelected. 
McGarry, with 294, had been 
appointed in February. All will 

serve a three-year term that starts 
July 1.

Julie Peddy came in fourth, 
with 170 votes. She fills the posi-
tion of reserve director. 

The board has until July 17 to 
fill Jan Paul’s seat. She resigned 
in April. That term ends June 30, 

2026.
The community approved the 

2024-2025 annual budget and 
four bylaw amendments. Up to 
419 of the 841 eligible members 
voted. Four votes were in person 
Saturday, 33 were by mail, and 
the rest were e-votes.

Election results for Shelter Bay board

State biologist named to 
town emergency panel

Jonah Keith

Come hear what the Mount 
Vernon High School debate 
team is thinking about our two 
party political system tomor-
row, Thursday, May 23. The 
League of Women Voters of 
Skagit County organized the 
debate for its 2024 outreach 
series of voter education, part 
of their ongoing commitment 
to community engagement and 
understanding of key electoral 
issues. 

Guest judges are Claudia 
Avendano-Iberra, Skagit Valley 
College human services depart-
ment chair, and Paul Neilsen, 
Skagit County: District Court 
judge. They will support the 
students by offering their opin-
ions about the teams’ perfor-
mances and rationales. 

Hear from the next gener-
ation of civic leaders as they 
engage with each other.

This is the second year that 
the League has partnered with 
the debate team.

The program starts at 6:30 
p.m. at the Mount Vernon High 
School auditorium, 1075 E. 
Fulton Street. It is open to all.

Information: wende.sander-
son@gmail.com.

Source: League of Women 
Voters of Skagit County

A debate of two-party politics

Instagram
@laconnerweeklynews
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www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com

360-466-9932 
702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

VOTED SKAGIT’S BEST FISH & CHIPS 2023 
EST. 1972  Family Operated

Kitchen OPEN 
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM 
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

& EATERY, Inc.

By Bill Reynolds

Math can be serious stuff, but 
it’s also a great vehicle for fun 
and games.

That was spelled out at La 
Conner Elementary School 
during the annual campus Math 
Night celebration May 1, when 
parents, students and staff 
geared up to experience the 
magic of numbers.

“It’s great that people can 
come in and see how math is 
fun,” said Beth Clothier, La 
 Conner School District’s direc-
tor of teaching and learning. 
“It’s nice to see so many fami-
lies here to do math games.”

The mood was festive, akin 
more to a carnival than a 
 classroom arithmetic lesson.

“The great thing about this 
is that everyone can see the 
fun side of math, something 
different than the normal school 
routine,” said paraprofessional 
Sunee Lagerwey.

First-grade teacher Lisa 
Hedlund coordinated the event, 
organizing stations where 
attendees were posed with puz-
zles, a numerical mini-basket-
ball hoop shoot, math-related 
art and assorted card, dice and 
board games.

“I asked everybody to sign up 
for an activity,” Hedlund said, 
“In some cases they brought in 

the math games that they send 
home for summer.”

The school district is empha-
sizing math, where a new K-12 
curricula was adopted a couple 
of years ago. The district’s pri-
mary and secondary levels each 
have a separate math curricu-
lum designed to promote stu-
dent mastery, critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills. 

In addition, the school board 
calls upon staff members to 
report on student progress in 
math at the panel’s monthly 
meetings.

Reflective of the focus placed 
upon math, board president Su-
sie Deyo and her husband, Tim, 
who has an extensive engineer-
ing background, served as Math 
Night volunteers.

Superintendent Will Nelson 
soaked up the Math Night vibe. 
He quickly rattled off the key 
factors contributing to Math 
Night’s winning equation.

“Lots of families, lots of 
kids, lots of staff and lots 
of fun,” Nelson said of the 
90-minute program.

Elementary School Principal 
Heather Fakkema echoed that 
sentiment.

“It’s been a nice turnout,” 
she said. “We’ve had a steady 
flow of people coming in. It’s a 
great event for our students and 
families.”

A BIG DEAL – La Conner Elementary teacher Lisa Hedlund shows 
students that when it comes to math, having fun is in the cards. Hedlund 
and other staff and volunteers introduced pupils and their parents to a 
wide range of games and activities as part of the school’s annual Math 
Night celebration May 1. –Photo by Bill Reynolds

Math Night adds up to fun 
time for students, families

By Bill Reynolds

Three of six La Conner High 
School golfers advanced from 
Northwest Tri-District 2B com-
petition to state brackets this 
week in Tumwater.

Seniors Abigail Udlock and 
Sammy Williams and junior 
Corran Eisen represented La 
Conner in state 2B/1B play, 
a two-day contest that began 
yesterday (Tuesday) morning at 
the Tumwater Valley Golf Club 
south of Olympia.

Udlock teed off on the girls’ 
side of the state tournament 
at noon on Tuesday. She was 
grouped with   Chloe Ander-
son-Cleveland of Orcas Island 
and Tierianna McLean of 
 Tulalip Heritage.

Williams got his first round 
under way at 10:10 a.m. 
 Tuesday, playing alongside 
Chase Wall of Cle Elum-Roslyn 
and Terek Bush of Lake Roos-

evelt. Eisen joined Rayshawn 
Bob of Lummi and Jason Gra-
ham of Cle Elum-Roslyn for a 

10:20 a.m. May 21 start time. 
The state trials conclude 

today.

Braves trio qualify for state 2B/1B golf

By Bill Reynolds

Kendall Lee has brought her 
A-game – as in Anacortes – to 
area tennis courts this spring.

The La Conner High School 
junior has competed in 2024 
for Anacortes head coach Jeff 
Leer and the 2A Seahawks since 
tennis is no longer offered at La 
Conner.

The arrangement has paid 
dividends for Lee, who quali-
fied last week for the Washing-
ton State Girls’ 2B/1B Tennis 

 Championships May 24-25 in 
Yakima.

Playing for Anacortes during 
the regular campaign kept Lee 
sharp for 2B/1B post-season 
action May 17 at the Amy Yee 
Tennis Center.

The La Conner netter ad-
vanced from Friday’s  Bi-District 
trials in Seattle, where Lee 
enjoyed a solid tourney per-
formance that included a 
hard-fought 6-3, 6-3 setback 
to eventual title winner Tenley 
Stuurmans of Coupeville.

State matches are scheduled 
to get under way this Friday on 
the outdoor courts at the Yakima 
Tennis Center. In the event of 
inclement weather, matches will 
be moved to the Yakima Tennis 
Club’s indoor courts.

In addition to her tennis 
prowess, Lee is a key member 
of the La Conner’s girls’ soccer 
program.

Kendall Lee has played tennis 
this season under the guidance 
of Anacortes High School tennis 
coach Jeff Leer.

By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner High School 
baseball and softball teams fell 
short in their respective league 
title races this spring, but they 
were winners nonetheless.

Both programs were recipi-
ents of 2024 Team Sportsman-
ship Awards in recent balloting 
by their NW2B/1B rivals.

The softball team, coached 
by Loran James and Taysha 
James-Sherman, also garnered 
two individual honors. 

Infielder Taylor-Rae Cayou, 

who enjoyed a monster day at 
the plate during La Conner’s 
late season conference double-
header sweep of Concrete, was 
a first unit All-League selection. 
Pitcher Della Souryavong was 
a second team All-NW2B/1B 
choice.

The baseball team earned 
post-season recognition on four 
fronts, including the sportsman-
ship award.

Braves mentor Jeremiah 
LeSourd was voted the league’s 
Coach of the Year, while senior 
lefthanded pitcher/first base-

man/centerfielder Logan Burks 
was a first team All-NW2B/1B 
pick and infielder/catcher C.J. 
 Edwards was named to the 
All-NW2B/1B second team 
lineup.

The teams each finished fifth 
in league standings. 

The boys posted a 9-8 overall 
mark which could have been 
better yet had it not been for a 
string of tough mid-season one-
run, extra innings losses. The 
girls, meanwhile, salvaged a 
2-13 slate by winning both ends 
of the twinbill with Concrete.

Baseball, softball shine in league awards

that eighth graders were making 
their state required exit presenta-
tions in cohorts of six, including 

two trusted adults, covering their 
school interests, career goals and 
a host of other topics.

Tripp said 47 eighth graders 
will graduate in June. She report-
ed that 40 high school seniors will 
make the flight to  Disneyland, a 

Sunday-Monday trip.
Student Board Representative 

Taylor Rae Cayou was recog-
nized by Deyo for her two years 
on the board. Cayou reflected 
that a conference trip to Spokane 
with Deyo was a highlight and 
that her time was a “really good 
experience.”

Josi Straathof, another high 
school senior and representa-
tive on the board, was unable to 
attend.

Two new student repre-
sentatives will be chosen in 
 September. 

Clothier announced the district 
is switching website platforms 
and testing the new one now.

Next board meetings are June 
10 for a study session and June 
24 for a retreat.

Former school board  member 
Lynette Cram attended her 
husband’s swearing in. Deyo 
presented her with flowers at the 
end of the meeting.

Superintendent Will Nelson 
was absent Monday. Deyo noted 
he will also miss the June meet-
ings. His last day is June 30.

Dave Cram. . . (from page 2)

THREE FOR THE ROAD – A trio of La Conner High golfers is compet-
ing at the state tournament this week. Abigail Udlock, Sammy Williams, 
and Corran Eisen are representing La Conner at the Tumwater Valley 
Golf Club.   – Photo courtesy of Emily Udlock

Braves junior Lee qualifies for state tennis
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Arts & Entertainment

SALISH SEA
E a r l y   M u s i c   F e s t i v a l

K  j.s. bach • c.p.e. bach • vivaldi • aubert  k

BAROQUE CONCERTI
soloists: Jeffrey Cohan, baroque flute • Carrie Krause, violin • Jonathan Oddie, harpsichord 
 MAY 28 at 7 pm in Conway    X    Fir-Conway Lutheran Church 

p

 www.salishseafestival.org/skagit 
P

A&E BRIEFS

Gardening Books of 
All Kinds for 

Our Area 
Open 7 days a week!

10 - 6
On Gilkey Square
360-399-1800

www.seaportbooks.com 
106 S. First St.

La Conner

finefeatheredfriends@wavecable.com 
www.fine-featheredfriends.com

101 N 1st St #5
La Conner

360.399.1610 

OPEN
10 to 5 Daily 

Library Happenings
By Jean Markert
Library Director

Instead of my regular La 
 Conner Swinomish Library 
column, Jim Airy, who was 
board chair during much of the 
2020-2022 state audit period 
and I would like to respond to 
the recent article about library 
audit findings in the May 15 La 
Conner Weekly News. The board 
and the library recognize the 
importance of accountability and 
transparency for the operations of 

our library district and are com-
mitted to ongoing improvements 
to our service and to compliance 
with state laws and regulations 
and library policies. 

Jim Airy’s response: The recent 
state audit identifies areas in which 
the library failed to comply with 
state procedures for the administra-
tion and management of a public 
institution. Much of this occurred 
on my watch as chair of the board 
of trustees and I take full responsi-
bility for those deficiencies. 

During this time, the library 

board was managing fundraising, 
overseeing a complex construc-
tion project and dealing with 
shortages of labor and materi-
als, a delay of a year and a cost 
increase of more than $1 million, 
all resulting from the Covid 
pandemic. The audit makes clear 
that the board did not provide 
sufficient oversight of the admin-
istration and management of the 
library. This is unacceptable. The 
library director and the board of 
trustees are already working to 
address the issues the audit has 
identified. I want to emphasize 
that there was no financial mal-
feasance, no misuse of funds. All 
the money that our partners and 
donors generously contributed to 

building the new library was used 
to build the new library, on time 
and on budget after adjusting for 
the effects of the pandemic. 

Library director response: The 
La Conner Swinomish Library 
welcomed our recent audit as a 
roadmap to help us be the best 
library we can be. 2022 was a 
pivotal year for the library; we 
completed the construction proj-
ect and moved into our beautiful 
new building. This was also the 
year when we began to imple-
ment new processes and proce-
dures to increase transparency 
and to create more accountability 
within the library. 

We have begun the process of 
updating our policies and proce-

dures and have scheduled board 
training to ensure we are in com-
pliance with open meeting pro-
cedures and protocols. We have 
also purchased new software to 
provide improved transparency 
of library strategies, policies and 
operations, and we have imple-
mented new financial procedures 
to improve our accountability. 

We value the comprehensive 
review provided by the state 
auditor and have responded with 
plans and a timeline to improve 
our performance. Our goal is 
to be the best library for our 
community and we will strive to 
represent that goal each and ev-
ery day. We are thankful for the 
continued support of our patrons. 

By Ken Stern

When the La Conner 
 Swinomish Library Board of 
Directors named Jean Markert the 
library’s director in 2022, it did 
so despite Markert’s lack of a li-
brary science degree and required 
state certification.

La Conner is not alone in op-
erating a library without a trained 
librarian. 

“Unfortunately, it is not 
unusual for rural libraries in 
 Washington (and nationwide) 

to have library staff or library 
directors who are not certi-
fied librarians. Rural areas are 
notoriously challenged to recruit 
and retain certified librarians,” 
Washington Library Association 
Director Brianna Hoffman wrote 
in an email.

Markert will complete her 
library science master’s degree 
this fall. She will get a librarian’s 
certificate from the Washing-
ton State Librarian, putting the 
library district in compliance with 
a statute requiring full-time staff 

to hold a librarian’s certificate. 
State Librarian Sara Jones was 

notified when Markert became 
permanent library director after 
the library board of trustees 
terminated Jared Fair in August 
2022. Jones told the Weekly 
News that her department “ad-
vised the La Conner Library of 
the legal requirement.” 

She echoed Hoffman’s assess-
ment in an email: “It is a not 
uncommon practice in our profes-
sion for a person to be selected 
as a library director without the 

degree and then required as a 
condition of continued employ-
ment to complete a master’s 
degree in library and information 
science.”

State law requires librarians 
to have “a knowledge of infor-
mation resources and library/
information service delivery 
equivalent to that required for 
graduation from an accredited 
library education program.”

Hoffman noted that library 
study programs may offer a 
management track without 

elaborating if that provides an 
overview in advising governmen-
tal boards to include the state’s 
Open Public Meetings Act or 
financial policy oversight, areas 
the Washington State Auditor’s 
Office found the library district to 
be in  noncompliance. 

Jones wrote that a management 
course is a requirement with a 
MLIS degree. Open meeting laws 
and financial management would 
be addressed in a cursory way. A 
separate course on financial man-
agement is part of the curriculum.

La Conner isn’t only rural library that struggles to meet state certification

By Chloe Peterson

We’re splitting the difference 
between singles and the album 
drop for La Conner born and 
raised musician, Anna Tivel. 

I first discovered Tivel while 
covering the 2023 Christian 
Lee Hutson/Fenne Lily tour 
stop in Seattle for The Daily of 
the University of Washington. 
From the moment she began to 
sing, I knew I was in for a treat. 
There’s a great fear of unknown 
openers in concert going, but 
Tivel surpassed all expectations 
with her haunting voice, narra-
tive lyricism and command of 
the stage. 

To my surprise she then uttered 
a familiar name, “La Conner,” 
declaring it her hometown, 
though she now resides in Port-
land, Oregon. My friends and I 
turned to each other in delight at 
the smallness of the world. Since 
then, she’s become a household 
name to my circle of intimates 
and a staple for car rides, study 
sessions and craft nights. 

Her upcoming album “ Living 
Thing,” is a self-described 
“arcing dive into the existential” 
that brings joy to discussion of 
struggle and what it means to be 
alive, according to her website. 

“I wrote feverishly in the 
strange chaos of that year 
[2020], suddenly out of work 
and attempting to understand 
the shifting human fabric, the 
depth of desperation and the 
overwhelming tenacity of spirit,” 
says Tivel.

The album’s first two sin-
gles reflect that in spades. 
 “Disposable Camera,” which 
came out on Feb. 27, immedi-
ately jumps into an up-tempo 
meditation that plays with the 
idea of learning how to adapt to 
change when the people around 
you refuse to. 

The phrase “and nobody tells 
it like it is” repeats throughout 

the song as Tivel spins her lyrics 
around the theme, building to the 
moment where she cries out “a 
blessing and a burden / I swear 
this will be worth it” and the 
song swells to meet it. 

“Disposable Camera” is made 
for dancing in your living room 
with loved ones. In comparison, 
“Bluebird” is made for laying on 
said living room floor and staring 
at the ceiling. 

It contends with the same idea 
of change, this time echoing a re-
frain of having to go along with 
the new world. 

“Bluebird, we flew right off 
the edge / for a new world, but 
we haven’t found it yet” echoes 
the chorus over and over as Tivel 
evokes a feeling of flying, or 
falling, along with the birds in 
the sky with her airy and floaty 
vocals. It evokes a feeling of 
nostalgic melancholy, reminding 
the listener of the days before the 
new world, unknown. 

Both songs hold incredible 
promise for what the album will 
be and I, for one, cannot wait 
to see what the rest of “Living 
Thing” brings. 

If you’re interested in what 
else Tivel has to offer, her music 
can be found wherever you 
listen. “Living Thing” will be 
released on May 31, 2024.

La Conner native daughter 

Anna Tivel releases new music
This is the time when the 

male American Goldfinch looks 
his best! You can’t miss seeing 
them with their bright yellow 
feathers and they hope that the 
females will do the same.

They come to seed feeders 
with sunflower and thistle seed, 
or look for seeds on grasses and 
in deciduous trees and shrubs. It 
helps them not to mow every-
thing, and even let a thistle plant 
grow for the fun of seeing them 
eat those seeds.

During wintertime, their 
plumage changes and they look 

more subdued like the females 
and juveniles do. Most of 
them move south to Oregon or 
California during that time, but 
some stay in back yards with 
bird feeders.

The American Goldfinch is 

our state bird and also that of 
Iowa and New Jersey. 

Photo and text by Rosi Jansen, 
Fine Feathered Friends

American 
Goldfinch

Mark your calendars for some 
upcoming fun activities.

Skagit Community Band free 
ensemble concert: “Postcards 
of Gratitude” at 2 p.m. Saturday, 
May 25, at Maple Hall. This 
concert features groups that rep-
resent all sections of the band, 
including Fluteus Maximus, Bare-
foot Jazz Dixieland, Skagit Brass 
Quintet and more. Expect to 
hear traditional music, jazz, show 
tunes and more. As a backdrop 
to the music, there will be a silent 
dessert auction with a variety 
of sweet selections on display. 

Maple Hall, 104 Commercial St., 
La Conner. Info: www.skagitcom-
munityband.org.

Salish Sea Early Music 
Festival. This baroque concert 
features Jeffrey Cohan, Carrie 
Krause and Jonathan Oddie play-
ing the music of J.S. Bach, C.P.E. 
Bach, Vivaldi and Aubert. 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 28, at Fir-Conway 
Lutheran Church. Info: www.
salishseafestival.org/skagit.
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Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

LEGAL NOTICES

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

Place an 
At Your Service Ad

Plus appear in our
Online Business Directory

$225 FOR 12 WEEKS

REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS

The Town of La Conner is 
seeking qualifications from 
an exceptional team of profes-
sionals that can develop a mas-
ter plan for an interdisciplinary 
project that will reconnect and 
help revitalize an industrial 
area adjacent to Downtown La 
Conner. This redevelopment 
area will include land use, util-
ities, pedestrian connections, 
shoreline access, and more.
The Town of La Conner 

seeks a team of consultants led 
by planners, and may include 
landscape architects and urban 
designers and assisted by civil 
engineers, public involvement 
experts, artists, and others. 
This project will require a sig-
nificant level of coordination 
between internal Town of La 
Conner departments. In addi-
tion, the project will require 
engaging the public and other 
stakeholders such as landown-
ers and potential new project 
partners. This project is fund-
ed through the Washington 
State Community Develop-
ment Block Grant program 
with federal funds provided by 
the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development. 
The full scope of work for this 

project can be found at https://
www.townoflaconner.org/161/
Planning-Permits-Codes
The Town of La Conner, 

Washington requests interest-
ed parties to submit propos-
als for the above referenced 
Request for Qualifications. 
Minority- and women-owned 
firms are encouraged to sub-
mit statements or proposals. 
The Town of La Conner is an 
Equal opportunity and Affir-
mative Action Employer. 
Due Date/Time: 3:00 PM (lo-

cal time) on Tuesday, June 18, 
2024. The Town of La Conner 
must receive proposals no lat-
er than said date and time. Pro-
posals received after such time 
will be returned unopened. 
Responses may be emailed to: 
planner@townoflaconner.org
Proposals may also be mailed 

or hand delivered to: 
Planning Department 
Town of La Conner
PO Box 400,
La Conner, WA 98257
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, May 22, 2024. 

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF SKAGIT
In re the Estate of 

RODRICK FLOYD 
SIVERSON,

Deceased.
Case No.:  24-4-00152-29

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.010

The person named below has 
been appointed as administra-
tor of this estate. Any person 
having a claim against the 
decedent must, before the time 
the claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070 by 
serving on or mailing to the 
administrator or the adminis-

trator’s attorney at the address 
stated below a copy of the 
claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the administrator served or 
mailed the notice to the cred-
itor as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice. If the 
claim is not presented with-
in this time frame, the claim 
is forever barred, except as 
otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of First Publication: 

May 8, 2024
Personal Representative:  Su-

zette Siverson 
Attorney for the Person-

al Representative:  Rachelle 
Eason
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice:  515 S 39th Place Mount 
Vernon, WA 98274
Court of Probate proceed-

ings:  Skagit County Superior 
Court
Cause number: 

24-4-00152-29 
SIGNED  this 30th  day of 

April, 2024.
/s/  Suzette Siverson
Suzette Siverson, Petitioner
Personal Representative of 

the Estate of
Rodrick Siverson
Prepared by:
/s/  Rachelle Marie Eason
Rachelle Marie Eason, 

WSBA # 29922
Attorney for Petitioner 
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, May 8, 15, and 
22, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON

FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
Estate of

PETER ROBERT 
MAHLER,
Deceased.

NO.  24-4-00251-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
The above Court has appoint-

ed me as Personal Representa-
tive of the Decedent’s estate.  
Any person having a claim 
against the Decedent must 
present the claim: (a) Before 
the time when the claim would 
be barred by any applicable 
statute of limitations, and (b) 
In the manner provided in 
RCW 11.40.070: (i) By filing 
the original of the claim with 
the foregoing Court, and (ii) 
By serving on or mailing to me 
at the address below a copy of 
the claim.  The claim must be 
presented by the later of: (a) 
Thirty (30) days after I served 
or mailed this Notice as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c), or (b) Four (4) months af-
ter the date of first publication 
of this Notice.  If the claim 
is not presented within this 
time period, the claim will be 
forever barred except as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060.  This bar is effec-
tive for claims against both 
the Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication of 

this Notice: May 8, 2024
/s/__________________
Shiree Lynne Yates, Personal 

Representative
c/o Jayne Marsh Gilbert, 

WSBA #24656
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
314 Pine Street, Suite 211
Mount Vernon, WA  98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, May 8, 15, and 
22, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF 

WASHINGTON
FOR CLARK COUNTY

Probate Department
In the Matter of the Estate 

of:
JOSEPHINE ANN 

CURNOW,
Deceased.

Case No. 24-4-00526-06
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS 
(RCW 11.40.030)

The Personal Representa-
tive named below has been 
appointed as Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate of 
Josephine Ann Curnow a/k/a 
JoAnn Curnow.  Any person 

having a claim against the 
decedent must, before the time 
the claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.070 by serv-
ing on or mailing to the per-
sonal representative or to the 
personal representatives’ attor-
ney at the address stated below 
a copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim with 
the Clerk of the Court.  The 
claim must be presented with-
in the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the personal representa-
tive is served or mailed the no-
tice to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(3); or 
(2) four months after the date 
of the first publication of the 
notice.  If the claim is not pre-
sented within this time frame, 
the claim is forever barred, 
except as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060.  This bar is effec-
tive as to claims against both 
the decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-

TION: May 8, 2024
PERSONAL REPRESEN-

TATIVE:  David Curnow
ATTORNEY FOR PER-

SONAL REPRESENTATIVE: 
Lindsey George
ADDRESS FOR MAILING 

OR SERVICE: 
1412 NE 134th St. Ste 130
Vancouver, WA 98685
Dated: April 29, 2024
MYATT & BELL, P.C.
/s/_________________
Lindsey George, WSBA 

#59721
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
Myatt & Bell, P.C.
1412 NE 134th St, Ste 130
Vancouver, WA 98685
Office: 360-360-0212, Fax: 

503-546-9724
Email: lindseyg@myattand-

bell.com
Personal Representative:
David Curnow
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, May 8, 15, and 
22, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF SKAGIT IN 
PROBATE

No. 24-4-00255-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030

In the Matter of the Estate 
of CYNTHIA A. MERVYN,

Deceased.
The personal representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative or 
the personal representative’s 
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim 
and filing the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced.  The claim must 
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of filing copy of NO-

TICE TO CREDITORS with 
Clerk of Court: 5/9/2024.
Date of first publication: May 

15, 2024.
CRYSTAL L. MERVYN
Personal Representative
LAW OFFICE OF COLE & 

GILDAY, P.C.
By Gregory L. Gilday
WSBA #36608
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
10101 270th St NW
Stanwood, WA 98292
Office: 360-629-2900 or 

FAX: 360-629-0220
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, May 15, 22. 
and 29, 2024.

Love 
Puzzles!

See our new online puzzle page  
laconnerweeklynews.com/puzzles 

combined with the larger 
size of newer vehicles 
makes the case for one-
way downtown traffic flow.

“It’s clear to me the 
present situation doesn’t 
meet any standard – state 
or federal – that makes 
sense,” he said. 

Mayor Marna Hanneman 
said public input has fa-
vored one-way traffic with 
parking on both sides of 
the street.

“Merchants don’t 
want one-side parking,” 
Hanneman said, “and 
people don’t want paid 
parking on First Street.”

Hanneman said safety is 
her primary concern.

Councilor Mary Wohleb, 
who ultimately voted in 

favor of the plan, voiced 
fears that one-way traffic 
on S. First Street could 
lead to increased con-
gestion in residential 
neighborhoods. Councilor 
MaryLee Chamberlain 
asked about the feasibility 
of forbidding left turns 
onto Second Street from 
Commercial.

Reinstra suggested hold-
ing off on a no-left turn 
designation from Commer-
cial to Second Street until 
further traffic data can be 
collected.

Skagit County Sheriff’s 
Sgt. Brad Holmes ex-
pressed doubt that a no-left 
turn approach would work 
anyway.

Town Public Works Di-
rector Brian Lease said the 
matter can be monitored 
going forward.

“If you make this change 

and see more traffic on 
Second Street, then you 
can go with a no-left turn,” 
he said.

Councilor Annie Taylor 
noted possible impacts on 
post office parking.

“That’s an excellent 
point to walk through,” 
Hanneman said.

Chamberlain, in second-
ing the motion to approve 
the one-way traffic plan, 
requested more traffic data 
be collected prior to its 
implementation. Davolio 
concurred.

“The next step is that we 
come back with a detailed 
plan,” Davolio said.

Reinstra said the plan’s 
success will hinge in great 
part on signage.

“I think signage is going 
to be the key,” he said. 
“It’s going to have to be 
super clean.”

award.
He will be formally 

honored at the annu-
al La Conner Alumni 
 Association Banquet and 
Program June 1 at the 
middle school gymnasi-
um.

Swanson is being feted 
in equal measure for his 
generous spirit, quick wit 
and tireless work ethic.

“We’re lucky to have 
Dean Swanson as an 
alumnus of La Conner 
High School,” said La 
Conner School Board 
President Susie Deyo. 
“Dean is a one-of-a-kind 
special alumnus who is 
 inpirational in thinking of 
new ideas to improve the 
experience of our students 
in La Conner. He’s a true 
difference maker.”

Deyo cited the many 
times Swanson has pro-
vided activities and meals 
for La Conner students 
traveling to distant aca-
demic and athletic events.

District finance officer 
David Cram and school 
board member John Agen, 
also La Conner alums, 
likewise saluted Swanson.

“He does a lot of things 
behind the scenes to help 
our students that nobody 
knows about,” said Cram, 
the district’s interim 
superintendent designee. 
“He’s been a strong and 
unwavering supporter of 
our students.”

That goes for 
 ex-students as well. 
Swanson writes letters of 
recommendation for La 
Conner graduates whenev-
er a request comes in.

Agen noted his former 
La Conner football team-
mate’s positive outlook 
and upbeat personality, 
traits which Swanson 
forged during a mostly 
idyllic childhood on the 
family farm.

Still, it was a couple 

isolated rough patches 
in Swanson’s youth that 
shaped his enduring sense 
of empathy. 

Swanson recalls with 
gratitude and emotion the 
support he received from 
the neighboring Nelson 
and Erickson families 
and his late second-grade 
teacher, Dixie Maloy Otis, 
among others.

“This is the community 
I grew up in, and there’s 
no way that I’m not going 
to help when I can,” 
Swanson said.

Swanson lived in Mount 
Vernon for most of the 45 
years he worked for with 
Food Services, Inc. He’d 
return to the farm to do 
chores after a work shift, 
sometimes running when 
he was a marathoner.

But now, he and Becky, 
a La Conner Elementary 
School teacher, are back 
home on the farm, having 
renovated the house of 
Dean’s late uncle, Kermit 
Swanson.

Prior generations of 
Swansons were called the 
“cabbage kings,” but Dean 
Swanson has transitioned 
the farm to produce a wide 
array of berries.

His embrace of new 
agricultural trends while 
maintaining a reverence 
for the past has made 
Swanson a go-to source 
for correspondents cover-
ing the Skagit Valley and 
La Conner flats farm beat.

“When it comes to 
describing farming, 
there’s no one like Dean 
 Swanson,” said Weekly 
News ag reporter Anne 
Basye.

She said that during 
her interviews with him, 
Swanson’s accounts of 
the local ag industry 
were comprehensive and 
colorful.

The Skagit County 
Pioneer Association hon-
ored the Swanson family 
in 2011. Dean Swanson 
spoke on behalf of family 
patriarch, the late Austin 

Swanson, then nearly 100.
“The farm is a perfect 

place to spend a child-
hood,” Swanson told that 
Pioneer Picnic crowd.

Swanson has shared 
that rural lifestyle with his 
children, grandchildren 
and countless other youth.

During Covid-19, 
Swanson built a green-
house at the farm. Once 
the pandemic subsided, he 
envisioned it serving as 
a flagship classroom. He 
asked local greenhouse 
operators David Hedlin 
and Emma Christianson 
if they would share their 
knowledge of greenhouse 
management.

“They were great,” 
Swanson said of Hedlin 
and Christianson. “They 
gave up hours of their 
time during their busy 
season to teach these 
kids. Let me tell you, 
La Conner doesn’t let 
anybody down. This is 
what I love so much about 
this community. It’s the 
connections we all have to 
one another.”

In his keynote speech at 
the 2011 Pioneer Picnic, 
Swanson likened the fam-
ily farm to a magnet. He 
personifies the same when 
it comes to his alma mater. 

“When you’re around 
kids, it’s important to 
be positive, to be sup-
portive,” Swanson often 
insists. “It’s your chance 
to do something, no 
matter how small, that can 
improve their day. That’s 
so important because you 
don’t know what’s going 
on in their lives.”

For Swanson, it’s a life 
lesson that he models 
daily and one that doesn’t 
go unnoticed. Especially 
by fellow members of 
the La Conner Alumni 
 Association.

First Street
. . . (from page 1)

Swanson
. . . (from page 1)

Moving?
Email 
your 
address 
change 
to 
info@laconnernews.com



COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR 
SALE: Make the La Conner 
Weekly News your job and your 
future. Your dreams can come 
true in the incredible Pacific 
Northwest. Mine did. Take the 
reins of a vibrant, financially 
successful 1,100 print run, 
community focused subscription 
newspaper. Buy your next job 
and retire in it. 360-202-4660.

CLEANING SERVICES 
OFFERED: Home or office. 
Estimates provided. Good quality 
work. Reasonable rates. Call for 
estimate. References available. 
360-202-1288.

FREE GOLDEN RETRIEVER 
PUPPIES to forever homes due 
to moving abroad! 1 male,1 
female. Excellent temperament! 
House trained with very good 
trainable natures and perfect 
for families with children and 
other pets. I will not re-home to 
just anyone. Email me first at: 
 stephaniechristensen59@gmail.
com or text 312-932-7651

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
with a $325 classified listing or 
$1600 for a display ad. Call this 
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for 
details. 

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a majority of 
people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how 
much you can save. Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP 
code to reach the right provider.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 6
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CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

NOT TO BE MISSED
Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum Porch Sale. 
Fabric, notions, yarns, threads, 
roving, patterns, books and lots 
more for quilters and fiber artists 
at really low prices! 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Friday, June 14, and Saturday, 
June 15; 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday, 
June 16. 703 S. Second St., La 
Conner. 

2024 Memorial Day Remem-
brance service, 9 a.m. Monday, 
May 27. The Pleasant Ridge 
Cemetery Commissioners invite 
the public to attend. Limited seat-
ing is available. Information: call 
Lori Buher at 360-630-0809.

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish Library. 
520 Morris St., La Conner. 360-
466-3352. www.lclib.lib.wa.us. 
Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.
• Storytime for Children. 11 a.m. 

Fridays. 
• Tech Help. 3-5 p.m. Mondays.
• Dungeons & Dragons Club. 

3-5 p.m. Tuesdays. No experi-
ence necessary.

Mount Vernon Public Li-
brary. 315 Snoqualmie St., 
Mount Vernon. 360-336-6209, 
 mountvernonwa.gov. 
• Seedling Storytime: 10:30 a.m. 

Tuesdays. For young ones 
who may be shy.

• Board Games: 1-5:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays. Classic board 
games for a variety of ages.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220 
10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-
8067, CityofAnacortes.org.
• Family Storytime: 10-11:30 

a.m. Fridays. For ages birth to 
5, siblings welcome.

• LEGO at the Library: 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Mondays.

Burlington Public Library. 820 
E. Washington Ave., Burlington. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library. 
• Bilingual Storytime: 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Saturdays. For 
ages 6 and under and their 
caregivers. Enjoy stories and 
songs in English and Spanish. 

MUSEUMS
Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum. 703 S. Second 
St., La Conner. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday through Sunday. 

qfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288. 
Current exhibits: 
• A Quilted Earth, Marie 

O’Kelley, through June 2.
• New Meditation: Silks & Weav-

ings from Melissa Scherrer 
Paré and Audrey Ducas, 
through July 7.

• Word Quilts, Janine Holzman. 
through July 28.

Skagit County Historical 
Museum. 360-466-3365 or 
skagitcounty.net/museum. Hours 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday-Sunday. 
Current exhibit:
• Signs, Signs, Everywhere  

Signs: The Art of Bob  
Mortenson features the life 
and work of local sign maker, 
graphic artist and painter Bob 
Mortenson of Mortenson Signs 
of Mount Vernon. His signs are 
all over the county. Through 
Sept. 29.

Museum of Northwest Art. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday, noon-5 p.m. Sunday 
and Monday. monamuseum.org, 
360-466-4446. 
 

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle. 
Meets 1-2 p.m. Wednesdays, 
Burlington Senior Center. 
For more info, email yoga-
heartspace0@gmail.com.

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank. 
Food distribution from 2:30-5 
p.m. every Monday, 602 S. Third 
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878. la-
connerfoodbank.com.

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor

This recipe works 
well with thicker stalks 
of asparagus and 
serves two. Get them 
as fresh as possible. 
The lemon flavor en-
riches the dish. I finish 
up in the microwave to 
get to the tenderness 
we enjoy. 

Ingredients
• Asparagus, 8 stalks 
• Lemon, 1, cut in half
• Olive oil, 1 T 

Preparation
Soak the asparagus 

to remove any dirt. 
Snap off the bottom 
end. Drain well on 
paper towel or a cotton 

kitchen towel. Heat 
the olive oil in a broad 
bottom pan at medi-
um-low heat. Snap 
each asparagus stalk 
in two. Add to pan. Cut 
lemon into quarters. 
Squeeze lemon juice 
over asparagus. It will 
splatter, so take care 
not to burn yourself. 
Toss in squeezed lem-
on pieces. Cover pan, 
lower heat. Stir and 
cook for 4 minutes. 
Remove asparagus 
from pan and place 
on a microwave dish. 
Cover asparagus with 
a paper towel and mi-
crowave for 1 minute. 

Serve warm or cold.

Swinomish Helping Hands 
Food Bank. Food distribution 
from 2-5 p.m. every Thursday. 
Non-essentials every first 
Thursday. 17444 Snee Oosh 
Road, La Conner. 360-856-2211. 
helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

Skagit Valley Humane Society. 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington. 
360-757-0445. Find volunteer 
and donation opportunities online 
at skagithumane.org.

MEETINGS
Town of La Conner Council 
meeting. 6 p.m. Tuesday, May 
28, at Upper Maple Center. For 
current agenda, go to www. 
townoflaconner.org. Select “Noti-
fy Me” to get town information.

Skagit Conservation District. 
Regular board meeting at 7:30 
a.m. every fourth Wednesday at 
district office, 2021 E. College 
Way, Suite 205, Mount Vernon. 
360-428-4313.

Rotary Club of La Conner. 
laconnerrotary.org. Meetings 
6-7 p.m. Mondays at Shawn 
O’Donnell’s restaurant. Optional 
dinner, 5:30 p.m.

Little Mountain Gamblers. 
Gamblers Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. Tuesdays at Mount 
Vernon Senior Center, 1401 
Cleveland Ave.

Skagit Men’s Garden Club. Not 
just for men, everyone welcome. 
Meets 6-8 p.m. first Thursdays 
monthly at Christianson’s Nurs-
ery, 15806 Best Road, Mount 
Vernon.  

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

Asparagus and lemon
Submit an event
Want to get more eyes 
on your event before 
the next Weekly News 
hits the street? Go to 
 laconnerweeklynews.com/
page/ community-events-
calendar/105 and submit 
your event!
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Bark • Topsoil • Compost • Mulch • Sawdust • Shavings • 
Cedar Chips • Hogged Fuel • Sand • Gravel • Rock • Recycle Services 

Delivery Large & Small

360-293-7188
12469 RESERVATION ROAD, ANACORTES

WWW.SUNLANDTOPSOIL.COM

Celebrating Our 50th Year in 2024

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm, Sat, 8am-4pm

FREE DELIVERY • ON FULL LOADS • TO MOST AREAS 
STAY HEALTHY! SAVE MONEY! GROW YOUR OWN VEGGIES! 

LIC# SUNLABTO88PL

APRIL 8, 2020 • LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS • PAGE 7

BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
    ARNEST1044BW 

360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.
New arrivals weekly!

Photos posted Thursdays on our
Facebook page 

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun 
11 AM – 5 PM
 3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!

No donations on Monday,
Memorial Day, May 27

Proceeds from our
non-profit shop benefit

our community.

It’s All Here!
Clothing, Housewares,
Furniture, Collectibles,
Linens, Books, Shoes,
Art, Antiques, More~

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

POLICE BLOTTERPOLICE BLOTTER
SKAGIT COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

619 S 1st Street La Conner, WA 98257 

10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
360-466-4808

360.336.9777  •  Downtown Mt. Vernon  •  skagitfoodcoop.com

May is
 Made for
Memories!      

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer 
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY • BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
HAND-DIPPED FISH & CHIPS ON THURSDAYS
FRIDAY - SUNDAY: We have delicious burgers

featuring Mesman’s organic beef
19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon

Hours: Thurs.-Sun: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9
Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill

Create your own 
Norman Rockwell-like existence 

Call me:
360-202-4660

 
For Sale

This is no unicorn! 
You can buy a vibrant, 

financially successful, 1,100 print 
run, community-focused mail 

subscription newspaper.
Buy your next job and retire in it.

Finish your career with a flourish. I did. 

Your Independent Hometown Award-winning Newspaper

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS 

119 N. Third St., La Conner

"Peoples Choice"
Award -Winning
        Nursery

www.christiansonsnursery.com

 through May 31st.

These old-fashioned Fuchsias come back
year after year, growing  from 2’ up to 8’ 

tall. Flowers in red, purple, white and pink.
A favorite of humming birds and gardeners

with shade. We offer dozens of varieties 
and have included trailing Fuchsias.

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the May 29th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy

La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

 Hours
 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon  360-466-3821

 Hardy Fuchsias

c  Fuchsia Starts
 Upright & trailing starts in 2, 4 & 6” pots

20% off

These old-fashioned Fuchsias come back
year after year, growing  from 2’ up to 8’

tall. Flowers in red, purple, white and pink.
A favorite of humming birds and gardeners

with shade. We offer dozens of varieties 
and have included trailing Fuchsias,

on sale through May 31st.

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this ad in the May 11th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315

Shady Days

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Shade-loving
Tuberous Begonias,

fancy Double Impatiens and
exotic New Guinea Impatiens

20% off
4” Pots

(regularly $4.98)
through May 22nd

Hours:
 9-6 Daily
Fri. ‘til 7

People’s 
Choice

Award-Winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

2x4 col. in. ad proof for 4/30/14.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Fridays
‘ til 7 p.m.

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Basket
Stuffers

20% Off
(regularly $2.49)

through May 11th

Dozens of different premium
annual varieties for planters,

baskets or bedding,
growing in 2-1/4” pots.

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Fridays
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Fridays
Open
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An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants
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Extra large, hanging in 14” cedar pots.
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By Anne Basye 

Ferry #3 under construction 
by Mavrik Marine had a little 
sunshine on Thursday, May 16, 
when its superstructure was 
rolled from one Mavrik building 
to another.

The hull has been under con-
struction in the taller building 
while the superstructure has been 
built in the smaller one. During 
Thursday’s move, the two parts 
of the vessel were placed side 
by side and “mated” when the 
superstructure was lifted onto the 
hull.

Two high-speed, passenger -
-only, Mavrik-made ferries are 
already in service on the San 
Francisco Bay. The MV Del-
phinus left La Conner on Feb. 
10 and arrived in San Francisco 
two days later. It was christened 
in a March ceremony by the 
Water Emergency Transportation 
Authority, which operates the 
ferry fleet. The MV Dorado was 
delivered in spring 2023. 

Like the Dorado and 
 Delphinus, ferries #3 and #4 – 
soon to be named by San Fran-
cisco school children in a contest 
– carry up to 320 passengers and 
operate at 32 knots of speed. 
But instead of twin-engine jet 
drives, they will be propelled by 
quad-engine jet drives.

“Quad-engine jet drives 
are more energy efficient and 
environmentally friendly,” said 
Bailey Shewchuk, president of 
Mavrik and chairman of its board 

of directors. 
Shewchuk stepped into his role 

after founder Zachery Battle died 
last November, shortly after the 
MV Delphinus was moved into 
the water.  

Each ferry takes a little less 
time to build. “The processes 
that we go through become more 
repeatable,” said Shewchuk. 
“There was a learning curve on 
MV Dorado, but we refined our 
processes for MV Delphinus, 
and will refine them again for the 
next ferries.”

That’s good, because the mar-
ket for efficient, high-speed fer-
ries is growing.  Environmental 
Protection Agency regulations 
for fuel efficiency mean that 
WETA and other ferry opera-
tors must upgrade their fleets. 
Several large operators will issue 
requests for proposals (RFPs) for 
new ferries this year. 

“That’s good for Mavrik and 
other shipyards across the West 

Coast,” said Shewchuk. “We see 
potential for another 10 to 12 
vessels between 2024 and 2030.”

Some RFPs may be for 
 electric-powered ferries. Mavrik 
will rise to the challenge. Its 
dual- and quad-engine jet drives 
already come from a third-party 
vendor, so a supplier for electric 
jet drives will be easy to find.

Mavrik’s enthusiastic work-
force is a big asset in the compa-
ny’s success, says Shewchuk. 

“Quality is our top priority,” 
he said. “At the end of every day 
what people have accomplished 
is standing right in front of them. 
That sense of accomplishment 
and pride in the quality of the 
product is infectious.

“We want to be a part of La 
Conner,” he said. “We don’t want 
to be the Starbucks, we want to 
be the little coffee place on the 
corner. We are quite happy being 
a small shipyard in La Conner, 
producing outstanding boats.”

A ‘mating’ milestone marks Mavrik ferry #3

TWO BECOME ONE — A crane lowers the superstructure to mate it to 
the hull of Mavrik Marine ferry #3 on May 16. It’s the third of four pas-
senger ferries the La Conner firm has built to serve San Francisco Bay.

— Photo courtesy of Bailey Shewchuk

documentary on the cuatro, a 
stringed instrument. 

Goldberg doesn’t use any 
models. “Every instrument I 
make is unique. An American 
singer-songwriter approached me 
saying playing the guitar felt like 
wearing a bad bra.” The guitar 
he made for her was made for a 
woman’s body, with a slight bev-
el on the side. He then encircled 
the rosette with inlaid abalone 
and copper for her red hair. It 
took 300 hours to create. 

Choojit (Tuk) Kongsawat and 

Paul Ubl, husband-and-wife, 
make mandocellos, a plucked 
stringed baritone mandolin. Tuk 
made her first guitar in 2015, 
“bit by bit.” She was moved by 
how a dead tree could become a 
beautiful instrument. “It had two 
lives – first as a living tree and 
then as a musical instrument.” 

In college, Ubl liked to use 
his hands and was fascinated by 
the specs in guitar building. He 
built his first guitar from a book 
– Irving Sloane’s classic “How 
to Make Guitars.” It is their third 
year in La Conner. 

Jamie Findlay’s (he’s from La 
Conner) Sunday workshop was 
well-attended with pickers asking 

pointed questions about major, 
minor and diminished chords, 
chord melodies for diatonic and 
locrian chords (a B diminished 
chord with the notes B, D and F) 

A WhatsApp phone call from 
Timbuktu in the Sahara Desert 
from Ahmad Ag Radouane, a 
Malian musician, put him in 
touch with Findlay’s workshop. 

Tim Lerch, a member of Pearl 
Django, joined Findlay for an 
improvisational jazz/blues tune. 
“What a way to spend a Sunday 
morning!” said Findlay. 

Tracy Spring, shared her music 
at Santo Coyote. She has been 
compared to Sarah McLachlan 
and Tracy Chapman. 

Overheard in the hallway: “My 
wife started this,” said Brent 
McElroy of his late wife, Shirley 
Makela, who created the festival 
in 2017. 

After retirement they moved 
to La Conner. Thus began the 
La Conner Guitar Festival, with 
luthiers, vendors and people 
coming from around the world. 

In 2020 and 2021 the festival 
was canceled, due to the corona-
virus pandemic and the untimely 
death of Makela. 

Workshops at both Maple Hall 
and the Civic Garden Club of-
fered everything from tricks, riffs 
and body percussion to smoother 
fingerpicking. 

Santo Coyote and the 
Waterfront Café hosted several 
performers. Andre Feriante 
performed at Cassera Gallery and 
Raven’s Cup Coffee and Gallery. 

In Maple Hall, that kitchen 
crew provided snacks and lunch 
to hundreds. “If the kitchen and 
core crew, members of his late 
wife Shirley’s family, didn’t 
come every year and help me, I 
wouldn’t be able to do this,” said 
McElroy. 

After three days’ immersion 
into the world of luthiers, it did 
feel like a family. A family that 
loved trees, milled wood, finely 
crafted instruments, patience, 
practice and music that lifted 
one’s spirits. 

Guitar festival
. . . (from page 1)

Sunday, May 12
7:38 a.m.: Hoax or mirage, maybe – 
Report of multiple cows in the road. A 
deputy checked the area and did not find 
any loose cows or issues with the fence. 
Highway 20 / La Conner-Whitney Road, 
greater La Conner.

1:32 p.m.: You can’t have a hot dog – 
Dog reported in a vehicle with no water 
and the interior getting hot. A deputy 
arrived and found the vehicle to be un-
locked. The dog was removed from the 
car and the door left open to air out the 
inside. The dog was provided water. The 
deputy found the owner and was able 
to discuss the issues and the laws. First 
and Commercial streets, La Conner.

7:58 p.m.: This might be a trend – 
Another report of cows getting out at this 
intersection. The caller stated the cow 
was out but managed to get itself back 
into the field by going under the fence. 
La Conner-Whitney / Young roads, 
greater La Conner.

Monday, May 13
7:08 a.m.: Loose cows again – Another 
report of cows getting out at this inter-
section. A deputy responded but all cows 
were inside the fence. La Conner-Whit-
ney / Young roads, greater La Conner.

10:30 a.m.: Where are my keys? 
– Caller said she lost her keys and 
believes they may have been dropped 
at or near the La Conner Tavern. No 
keys have been turned in that match the 
missing set. First Street, La Conner.

Tuesday, May 14
4:09 p.m.: Who takes this junk? – A 
caller had questions about junk vehicle 
inspections and how to get vehicles 
removed from a property. Caller was 

directed to the health department, which 
handles junk vehicles. Fir Island Road, 
greater La Conner.

Thursday, May 16
11:34 a.m.: HELP! – Report of a cap-
sized boat in Deception Pass with three 
people now standing on top of the boat. 
Multiple rescue units responded but 
later found this to be west of  Deception 
Pass and in Island County. Island 
County arrived first and was able to pick 
up all subjects safely. Deception Pass 
Channel.

Friday, May 17
8:07 p.m.: Who’s calling? – A phone 
was found on Best Road and turned in 
to the Sheriff’s Office. A subject called 
the phone and stated he was a friend of 
the owner. The deputy advised how the 
phone could be recovered and placed 
it into found property. First Street, La 
Conner.

Saturday, May 18
11:34 p.m.: Big bang theory – Caller 
thought someone had fired a gun from 
across the river and possibly hit a tree 
on her property. The caller’s husband 
thought it was fireworks from a party. A 
deputy located the party but didn’t find 
any evidence of firearms or fireworks. 
Most likely came from this party and they 
were advised to keep it down and no 
fireworks. Dike Road, Conway area.

Sunday, May 19
2:08 a.m.: Enough with the  racket 
– Caller wanted an area check for 
gunshots or fireworks. A deputy located 
a party down the road, but they denied 
any involvement. The deputy stayed in 
the area and did not hear any issues. 
Produce Lane, greater La Conner.
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