
VOL. 16 • NO. 26 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2023 $1.25www.laconnerweeklynews.com

Your Independent Hometown Award-winning Newspaper

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

‘Surge’ weaves art, science at MoNA   • p 5
Ramon Hayes reflects on being mayor  • p 10

(continued on page 7)

(continued on page 7)

State lawmaker studies mastery-based learning in La Conner

By Bill Reynolds

Ted Taylor is fondly dubbed “Captain 
Catastrophe” because of his persistent calls for 
local emergency preparedness. 

But the Skagit County Fire District 13 captain 
and emergency management coordinator might 
more accurately be called a realist. 

That is especially true this week after the 
magnitude 4.3 earthquake centered south of Port 
Townsend that struck Sunday night and was 
felt in La Conner households and other locales 
throughout Western Washington. 

Numerous La Conner area residents reported 
that the quake rattled furniture, some likening it 
to a strong gust of wind hitting their homes. 

“I felt my bed shake,” said Jill Harden. “I 
was watching TV. I looked to see if my dog was 
moving around. She was sound asleep. It was a 
good three seconds, I’d say.” 

Another resident, Nancy Alvord, initially 
thought – given that Halloween is just around 
the corner – that she and husband Dave were 
being pranked by her brother (and neighbor) 
Tom Zimmerman. 

“We heard the screen door rattle and thought 
my brother was pranking us,” she said. “Both 
our recliners shook and our bedroom door was 
open and went almost closed.” 

Interestingly, while numerous people felt the 
effects, others said they weren’t aware an earth-
quake had occurred. 

Still, for Taylor, the brief rumble was affir-
mation of his ongoing efforts. In September, he 
led an emergency preparedness discussion in 
Shelter Bay and last week Taylor addressed the 
Oct. 19 Great ShakeOut event during his month-
ly report to fire district commissioners. 

“It’s not a matter of if, but when, the Big One 
hits,” he said, repeating the refrain for which 
Taylor is perhaps best known. 

Taylor’s sentiments were echoed late Sunday 
by Harold Tobin, director of the Pacific 
Northwest Seismic Network, who told the me-
dia the quake was felt as far north as Vancouver, 
B.C. and as far south as Olympia. 

“I really see an earthquake like this as a 
wakeup call for all of us,” said Tobin, “and a 
reminder that we live in earthquake country.” 

Sandbags on the boardwalk
In La Conner, the threat of saltwater flooding 

has been foremost in the minds of Town officials 
all year. At the end of last week public works 
department staff  placed sandbags at strategic 
points along the waterfront. Public Works 
Director Brian Lease said additional bags, 
designed to last two or three king tide flood 
seasons, are filled and ready to be moved as 
needed from behind the department’s building 

Earthquake rattles 
La Conner Sunday
King tides prep: sand bags placed

EVERYONE CAN LEARN A NEW SKILL - State Sen. Lisa Williams studied the 
La Conner School Districte implementation of mastery-based learning at Peter 
Voorhees bread and pastries class Oct. 4.

—Photo by Bill Reynolds

By Ken Stern

Staff at the La Conner Weekly News continue to be recog-
nized for their excellent work. They received 29 WNPA best 
newspaper awards at the annual Better Newspaper Contest 
of Washington’s community newspapers in Kennewick Oct. 
7. News editor Bill Reynolds led with 10, including first for 
his “Rehabbed bald eagle released near McGlinn Island” 
in the animal features story category. Reynolds added five 
seconds and four thirds across categories ranging from an 
arts feature story on Maggie Wilder leading the repainting 
of the mural under the Rainbow Bridge to social issues and 
news sports stories. Reynolds sly and nuanced use of words 
gained him second and third place for headlines - sample: 
“Pet parade raises the woof.”

Craig Barber took first for his photo essay, “A big day for 
our little town,” a centerfold capturing the community mov-
ing books to the new La Conner Swinomish Library. Nancy 
Crowell won first for her pictorial photo of “A blizzard of 
snow geese,” taken just about a year ago.

Madoc Hiller won the first photo award of his career, sec-
ond for his sports feature photo of retiring volleyball coach 
Susan Marble hugging Peg Seeling. Former staffer Marissa 
Conklin took three third place photo awards, including “A 
top flight costume for Halloween,” a young pilot at last 
year’s parade.

Mel Damski gained second place for a set of his “If I ran 
the Zoo” in the general interest column category.

29 newspaper contest 
awards for Weekly News

Town sales tax monthly 
revenue a record again
By Ken Stern

Up. The Town of La Conner’s sales tax revenue is 
$63,276 for September, reported by the state Department 
of Revenue for July sales. It is the highest report for the 
month, the highest 2023 monthly total and the third highest 
monthly total ever, behind two 2022 summer months. It 
brings the year-to-date revenue to 76% of budget projec-
tions. This is the first 2023 month to top a 2022 same month 
total.

As always, the special use fire tax tracks sales tax. The 
$6,284 matches in most ways: it is the highest 2023 month-
ly total, and a record for the collection month. The $49,965 
collected to date is 92% of the projected budget. More mon-
ey will be available in 2024 for purchasing fire equipment.

The $26,001 collected for the hotel motel tax pushes that 
budget over 100% of the projected total for 2023. It is $545 
short of a monthly record, though it, too, is the third highest 
total for the month.

These totals are based on July collection from town stores 
and online purchases delivered to La Conner addresses and 
reported to town council from the state’s Department of 
Revenue.

The $14,275 in REET (Real Estate Excise Tax) revenue is 
much higher and out of synch with other months. Collection 
stands at 91.8% of the year’s total.

The $1,714 collected in property tax is typical for a 
summer month. The total to date is 55.9% of the year, but 
October and November collections total a sizable fraction of 

(continued on page 7)
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Snow Geese are back in the Valley

By Bill Reynolds

The eyes of Olympia were on La Conner Schools last 
week focusing on the district’s innovative approach to 
assessing student learning. 

And state leaders visiting the local campus liked what 
they saw. 

State Sen. Lisa Wellman, chair of its early learning and 
K-12 education committee and Alissa Muller, director 
of the state board of education’s mastery-based learning 
collaborative, met with students and staff here Oct. 4 to 
view and receive feedback on the La Conner district’s 
mastery-based learning initiative. 

Wellman even joined students to help prepare and bake 
apple galettes in teacher Peter Voorhees’ Breads and 
Pastries class. 

That classroom visit was one of several as Wellman 
and Muller witnessed the district’s implementation of 
mastery-based learning, which evaluates students on how 
well they can practically apply lessons and demonstrate 
higher-order critical thinking skills as opposed to using 
rote memorization in pursuit of standard letter or percent-
age grades. 

The objective is to reduce “busy work” and increase 
more meaningful and relative assignments, staff said. 

School officials are in the process of highlighting for 
parents key details related to mastery-based learning 
goals and assessments, said Director of Teaching and 
Learning Beth Clothier. 

“We’re working on a one-page document to share with 
parents why this is an accurate reflection of their child’s 
learning,” Clothier said during a brief tour break. 

Wellman, in an earlier roundtable discussion with 

students, noted that some of the na-
tion’s top universities, including 
Yale and Stanford, are now accepting 
mastery-based learning portfolios from 
applicants as a substitute for traditional 
grade transcripts. 

Student feedback indicated that 
mastery-based learning requires greater 
rigor but has far fewer failing grades 
than the traditional system which limits 
passing scores to those above the 60 per 
cent level. 

“Everyone is used to a grading 
system,” Clothier explained, “that has 
a huge chunk – 0 to 60 per cent – that’s 
failing and only a small percentage 
that’s in the passing range.” 

Under standard grading, the students 
said, the priority is often securing top 
grades rather than mastering and utiliz-
ing course material. 

“The idea,” Clothier said, “is to be a 
learner rather than an ‘A-getter.’” 

In Suzanne Keith’s sophomore 
English class, student Maeve 
McCormick was called upon to analyze 
for the visitors the key points of a short 
story – plot, setting, theme and mood, for instance – 
rather than memorize certain facts from a selected story. 
She did so by alluding to the impacts of rising action and 
important themes. 

Wellman worked 25 years in the technology field prior 
to her 2016 election to the senate’s 41st District, which 

includes Mercer Island and other King County suburbs, 
She  was pleased to see the La Conner Schools commit-
ment to career and technology education. 

“It’s great to see a digital photography classroom in 



PAGE 2 • LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS • OCTOBER 11, 2023

La Conner Weekly News
An adjudicated Skagit County
Newspaper. Published every
Wednesday in La Conner, WA
Subscriptions
• Skagit County

Print & Online: $60
• Out of County

Print & Online: $75
• Online only:     $60
Member of
Washington
Newspaper
Publishers 
Association

Ken Stern, Publisher & Editor
editor@laconnernews.com

Continuing the tradition of weekly
publishing in La Conner since 1878

The Weekly News sits on the original
homelands of the Coastal Salish peoples

La Conner News Publishing Co., LLC
119 N. Third St., La Conner, WA 98257
USPS 363-550
360-466-3315 • Fax: 360-466-1195
www.laconnerweeklynews.com
Postmaster:
Send change of address to:
La Conner Weekly News
PO Box 1465, La Conner, WA 98257Copyright ©2023

Bill Reynolds, News Editor
news@laconnernews.com 

Rhonda Hundertmark, Design and Layout Editor 
production@laconnernews.com

Nancy K. Crowell, Production Manager 
Eileen Engelstad, Proofreader
Rick Shorten, Special Projects

Contributors: 
Anne Basye, Judy Booth, Nancy Crowell, Don Coyote,
Mel Damski, Kylee Fortygin, Janna Gage, Bob Hamblin, 
Madoc Hiller, Ollie Iversen, Bobbi Krebs-McMullen, 
Patricia Paul, Claire Swedberg, Sayer Theiss, Sarah Walls, 
Aven Wright-Mcintosh

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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Please write! Letters to the 
editor of up to 350 words 
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next issue.
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From the editor—

E-bikes just the option for local commutes

So the slough slowly flows, 
back and forth it goes, out to the 
Salish Sea and Pacific Ocean, 
before it returns as rain and tidal 
slosh. So effortless and timeless, 
it stimulates the phosphorous’ 
sparkly glow. It’s quite simple 
really, we just have to have a 
spinning orb, that tilts this way 
and that. Yeah, one with a moon 
and numerous planets, affecting 
how our waters cycle and flow. 

Wind whipped waves lap and 
lash at our shores, sometimes 
smashing, sometimes as smooth 
as glass, giving us glimpses 
of our past, before we crashed 
ashore. What would we be 
if we didn’t go through that 
door, would we have gills, or a 
blowhole with lungs? Would we 
filter oxygen from the fluid in 
which we’d swim, or would we 
be like an octopus or platypus? 
So simple, so complex, what 
more will we learn next? Are we 
bits of cosmic dust, mixed with 
minerals from the oceans and 
seas, or something else that’s as 
equally difficult to believe? Is it 
possible that we are a little bit 
of everything, from the fungi, 
to the trees with leaves, and the 
fishes in the sea, to the wind 
that carries the bees? Could it 
be that we’re as complicated as 
a combination of all of these? 
Yeah, all these questions can 
bring us to our knees, where we 
pray for answers, from a creator 
of our choice, to believe. 

Glen Johnson
Skagit Valley

CLARIFICATION
The Sept. 13 Clean Energy 

Cooperative column “EV costs 
are predictable” stated that net 
metering in Washington allows 
people to be paid for power they 
feed to the grid. That sentence 
should have ended, “to the grid, 
up to but not exceeding the 
amount you actually use each 
year.”

The editor regrets the error.

By Greg Whiting

A few weeks ago, I wrote 
about the possibility of buying 
a second electric car. I’m still 
giving that some consideration. 
However, before making a final 
decision, I’m going to wait till 
the recently-announced process 
is finalized for the (up to $7,500) 
federal tax rebate to be directly 
deducted from the price at the 
time of purchase is in place. 
That’s expected by January. 

While looking at the state of 
the art of electric cars, I found 
out that another electric vehicle 
type has been getting better and 
better and I’m now also inter-
ested another option: an electric 
bicycle. 

For about three-quarters of her 
trips and a third of mine, Jenelle 
and I can use her electric car. 
We’ve put about 14,000 miles on 
it over two years, thus avoiding 
the purchase of 700 gallons of 
gas (about $3,200) in favor of 
4,000 kilowatt-hours (kWh) 
of electricity (about $500). We 
do almost all our charging at 
home. The home charger (about 
$2,000) has been long since paid 
for. Jenelle hasn’t touched a gas 
pump in two years. We haven’t 
even noticed the change in our 
electric bill. Weather affects that 
more. 

About two-thirds of the trips I 

still take by myself in a gasoline 
car are between our home in 
Shelter Bay and the coffee shop 
we own in downtown La Conner, 
or similar distances for activities 
like local shopping. This prob-
ably accounts for another 4,000 
miles a year (200 gallons of gas 
and my car takes premium, so 
these trips cost over $1,000 a 
year for gasoline). Replacing the 
car with an electric bike for the 
two-thirds of these trips that can 
be taken when it’s not raining 
would save about $700 a year. 

An electric bicycle, which 
works like a regular bicycle but 
offers considerable assistance 
from an electric motor, might 
be a realistic option to eliminate 
gasoline on these trips. Electric 
bikes are around 10 times as 
energy efficient as electric cars, 
so I’d need about 120 kWh/
year, or $15 worth of electricity. 
I haven’t looked into e-bikes in 
detail yet. A quick internet search 
suggests that a basic model 
for a Shelter Bay – La Conner 
commute would probably cost 

about $1,500-$3,000, so it would 
offer a two- to four-year payback 
from gasoline savings, without 
considering lower gas car 
maintenance. 

Like electric cars, electric 
bikes are benefiting significantly 
from better, lower-cost batteries. 
The last time I looked at an 
electric bike, several years ago, 
the price point was around 
$10,000. There have been 
other improvements, too. Some 
e-bikes now feature removable 
batteries for convenient 
charging. On some of the more 
expensive models, options like 
integrated GPS and smartphone 
connectivity offer some of the 
conveniences of modern travel 
that I’ve gotten used to. Safety 
features, like automatic lights, 
integrated brake lights and 
collision avoidance systems are 
even available. 

Riding a conventional bicycle 
isn’t a realistic option. The hills 
in Shelter Bay are a little steep 
for a time-efficient commute and 
there isn’t a place for me to take 
a shower when I get to work. 
A speedier e-bike still requires 
effort, but much less. They’re 
designed for long distances and 
hilly terrain. I need to test one to 
see how significant this issue is. 
The coffee shop has to continue 
smelling like coffee when I’m 
there. 

To the Editor,
Your article this past week 

related to Habitat for Humanity’s 
purchase of property in La 
Conner (“Skagit Habitat for 
Humanity buys La Conner 
property,” Oct. 4) is factually 
incorrect. While representatives 
of Habitat for Humanity have 
met with town staff regarding 
their purchase of this property, 
the town has made no indication 
regarding the zoning of 
this property to enable the 
development described in your 
article. Moreover, no application 
has been made to the town 
requesting any such amendment 
to our Comprehensive Plan.

As you know, the town is 
in the process of updating 
our Comprehensive Plan in 
accordance with state mandates. 
We expect to complete this 
process on schedule by July 
of 2025. And while we will be 
looking at ways to enable the 
development of more affordable 
housing, we have not made any 
representation to any applicant 
that a specific property would be 
rezoned to accommodate such 
development at this time.

As you are also aware, the 
town’s staff has been actively 
involved in encouraging 
public participation in the 
Comprehensive Plan update 
process. Any suggestion that 
there is a “done deal” on any 
property within the community 
would, in my opinion, serve to 
discourage public participation in 
the process.

The town remains committed 
to working with members of 
the community to enable more 
housing for lower-income and 
working class families. Our 
Comprehensive Plan update 
process, which focuses on 
community involvement, will 
help to make that happen

Michael Davolio
Planning Director
Town of La Conner

Facts on Skagit Habitat 
Humanity purchase storyCitizens:  Time to participate

All of a sudden there are a slew of opportunities to be active 
civically – democratically – in the community. You do not have to 
live in La Conner to involve yourself. And the October activities 
end, appropriately, with our school children – indeed anyone with 
a costume, with or without a child – parading up First Street for the 
Halloween parade. Come on out for that, for sure.

Activities extend into Nov. 7 election day. Because only one area 
resident chose to contest only one of the La Conner school board or 
Town of La Conner council seats, only the Director District 2 school 
board race between John Agen and Janie Beasley offers a choice. 

For other municipal elections for school board, town council and 
mayor, incumbents will win once they fill out their ballots: They 
are unopposed. Either all residents believe all local elected officials 
are doing a great job or no resident had the gumption to assist their 
neighbors by becoming a candidate and voicing their hopes for the 
school board and council to do a better, or at least different, job.

The League of Women Voters of Skagit County has organized 
a candidates for the county’s contested school board races for La 
Conner, Mount Vernon and Sedro-Woolley Oct. 16 at 6:15 p.m. 
at Skagit PUD in Mount Vernon. To attend in person or view the 
recorded video, go to the League’s website: .skagitlwv.org/Election-
Forums.html.

If you live on Fidalgo Island in Port of Anacortes District 4, there is 
a competitive port commissioners race on which to vote.

Ballots and voters’ guides are mailed out by Oct. 20. Your filled-
out ballot must be in a Skagit County election drop box or U.S. mail 
postmarked by 8 p.m. Nov. 7. Complain that there are not choices, do 
research, call your officials running for reelection, and vote.

La Conner residents can show up Oct. 17 for the forum on short 
term rental regulations organized by the planning commission at the 
La Conner Civic Garden Club. Are more rigorous – or less strict – 
regulations needed in the town code? Show up to ask questions and 
discuss, or come to learn.

And a handful of residents can get on the bus and go to Langley 
Oct. 19 for a planning commission road trip to Langley to meet with 
architect Ross Chapin, whose specialty is designing affordable homes. 
The van seats 12. File your written request with planning staff.

The La Conner Swinomish Library gets dedicated Saturday, Oct. 
14 with an open house starting at 3 p.m. The library is about the most 
important institution in any community. RSVP: 360-466-3352.

Before that, Friday night, go to Maple Hall for the Skagit 
Community Band’s 7:30 p.m. fall concert. Its theme: “Explorations: 
Come explore music from around the world.”

After that is the annual Great ShakeOut Day Oct. 19. Launched in 
2009, the day promotes ways people can protect themselves during 
earthquakes and tsunamis. Plug into this ongoing effort to protect 
yourself and loved ones: shakeout.org/washington/howtoparticipate/

Protect yourself and everyone you come into contact with by, yes, 
wearing a facemask whenever you are in a public space. Get four free 
at-home COVID-19 tests from the federal government: covid.gov/
tests.

If Woody Allen did say “Showing up is 80 percent of life,” that 
gets you a B-. That is better than a C and lower grades but your 
family, neighbors and community need more for democracy in the 
United States to get the infusion it needs from our participation to get 
healthy. As happy as you may be in your home and neighborhood or 
as satisfied or dissatisfied as you are with the governments in either 
Washington, objectively speaking, the collective “we” is doing very 
poorly – indeed failing ourselves and each other – in our local, state 
and national communities. 

Go ahead, dispute, argue or agree with that point. Maybe you want 
to start with writing a letter to the editor of your local newspaper. 
Maybe you want to go to your local library and do research. Both are 
healthy responses to what you read on this page today.

—Ken Stern

Slough Slosh Symphony CORRECTION
The Sept. 27 story “Skagit 

Habitat for Humanity buys La 
Conner lot” incorrectly stated 
“The Town of La Conner plans 
to change its comprehensive plan 
to allow multifamily housing … 
.” That is an aspiration of Skagit 
Habitat for Humanity.

The sentence: “If all goes as 
planned, the city will change its 
comprehensive plan to allow 
multifamily housing” was edited 
and revised from the reporter’s 
submittal. 

The editor is responsible for 
accurate editing. The publisher 
regrets the poor editing.

CORRECTION
The La Conner Arts 

Foundation donated 11 ukeleles 
to the La Conner School District, 
not the Town of La Conner’s 
art commission, as incorrectly 
reported in the Sept. 27 story 
“School board reviews service 
graduation requirement.”

The Arts Foundation is a 
nonprofit doing “Good Deeds 
Through the Arts.”

The editor regrets the error.

by Nancy Crowell

This Saturday, October 14, 
millions of viewers across the 
United States will be treated to 
an unusual sight. An annular 
solar “ring of fire” eclipse will 
occur across a narrow path 
from Oregon to Brazil. We may 
be able to see it in Western 
Washington, weather permitting. 
The event will start about 8:00 
a.m PDT and will peak about an 
hour later. The event will last for 
about four minutes.

 There won’t be another annu-
lar eclipse until 2046, although 
you may be aware of the total 
solar eclipse coming on April 8, 
2024.

The difference between a total 
eclipse and an annular eclipse 
is that with the annular eclipse 
the moon will not completely 
block the sun. A bright border 
will appear around the moon for 
up to five minutes, depending 
on where you are watching. You 
will not be able to see the “dia-
mond ring” that appears at the 
peak of a total solar eclipse.

Just like a total eclipse, one 
should never look directly at the 
sun during an annular eclipse 
unless you have special eclipse 
glasses. You risk blindness by 
doing so. If you don’t have 
eclipse glasses to watch the 
event, it’s possible to get the 
effect by creating a pinhole cam-
era. You can find directions for 
making a simple pinhole camera 
on the website of California’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory: https://
www.jpl.nasa.gov/edu/learn/
project/how-to-make-a-pinhole-
camera/  

It may be tempting to use your 

phone or digital camera to try to 
photograph the event. Unless you 
have special solar filter paper 
over your lens you risk burning 
the sensor. There may be time 
between now and Saturday to 
acquire some from a large cam-
era store, and there are plenty of 
YouTube videos of how to make 
a simple lens filter, but with the 
current weather prediction we 
might not get to see the event 
anyway. 

Celebrate our new 
library this Saturday

Reminder: the official La 
Conner Swinomish Library 
Dedication and Ceremony will 
be this Saturday from 3 p.m.to 
5 p.m. 

Tour the library if you haven’t 
yet. Presentations: 3:15 p.m.. 

Annular solar eclipse this Saturday

Total eclipse vs. annular
Don’t point your phone at the sun

Never look directly at the sun

Candidates for La Conner’s 
School District John Agen, and 
Janie Beasley will appear in a 
pre-election candidate forum 

sponsored by the League of 
Women Voters of Skagit County 
Oct. 16 at 6:15 p.m. at Skagit 
PUD.

Register at the League’s 
website: .skagitlwv.org/Election-
Forums.html.

School board election 
forum
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Organization 2024 2023 Increase % of Total
90,000 83,000 7,000 26.3%

3,000 3,000 0 0.9%
1,500 1,000 500 0.4%

0 1,500 (1,500) 0.0%
8,250 7,500 750 2.4%

10,000 9,000 1,000 2.9%
1,000 1,000 0 0.3%
1,000 5,000 (4,000) 0.3%
1,900 1,805 95 0.6%
8,000 0 8,000 2.3%

63,995 53,856 10,139 18.7%
132,866 6,000 126,866 38.8%

Chamber of Commerce
Skagit Valley Tulip Festival
Skagit County Historical Museum
Pacific NW Quilt & Fiber Arts Museum
Museum of NW Art
La Conner Live Concerts
Skagit Artists Together
Lincoln Theater
Skagit Community Band
La Conner Arts Foundation
Town Public Restroom/Landscape
Maple Hall Upgrades
Town Advertising 20,600 600 20,000 6.0%

342,111$    173,261$    168,850$    100%

Town of La Conner 2024 Grants from hotel/motel tax funds.
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Arne Svendsen Trucking
Rockery Rock • Rip Rap

Dump Trucking
Crush Rock • Grading • Pit Run

360-424-0258
ARNEST1044BW

AALBU BROTHERS – 
SINCE 1906

We specialize in metal 
fabrication and fabrication services

Aluminum Boat Repair
Farm Implement Repair

425-252-9751
19129 Smokey Point Blvd

Arlington, WA 98223
sales@aalbubrothers.com
www.aalbubrothers.com

Hours: 8AM — 4:30PM   ●    Monday — Friday
Open weekends by appintment only
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.
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• Dump Trucking
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• Pit Run
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• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

Author Event
Nicola Pearson

Notable Playwright, Author
Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley.

Borrowed Ground

Thur, July 27, 2017
4:30-6:30 PM
Seaport Books

106 S First St
On Gilkey Square

In La Conner
Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please.

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham 
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.

1 cup finely diced celery
1 cup shredded carrots

1/2 cup chopped onion
1 (15-ounce) can diced toma-

  toes, undrained
3/4 cup water
1/2 cup reduced-sodium ketchup

2 (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great 
  northern beans, rinsed and 
  drained

1 cup diced Dubuque 97% fat-
  free ham, or any extra-lean 
  ham

1 teaspoon dried parsley flakes
1/8 teaspoon black pepper
1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 

with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.

Proceeds from our 
non-profi t shop benefi t 

our community.

New arrivals weekly!
Photos posted Thursdays

on our Facebook page

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun 

11am - 5pm
 3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!

Donations accepted 
Mondays 1pm - 3pm 

It’s All Here!
Clothing, Housewares
Furniture, Collectibles
Linens, Books, Shoes
Art, Antiques, More~

“La Conner’s Dept. Store”

Great ShakeOut drill next week

Home renovations · remodels · flooring · drywall · decks 
door/window replacement · siding · interior/exterior painting 

big and small jobs

JL’s Contracting Solutions

360-840-5538
Joshlockrem@gmail.com

Josh Lockrem
Licensed*Bonded*Insured

YARD WASTE RECYCLING

www.townofl aconner.org

Town of La Conner

Hours: Monday-Friday 8 am - 3:30 pm 
12154 Chilberg Road, 
La Conner, WA 98257

Phone: 360-466-4314

Compost pick-up at compost kiosk facility is FREE.

Purchase punch cards at Town Hall for 
buying compost at the plant. 

No cash or punch card sales at the plant.

KERN

FUNERAL
HOME

RECEPTION ROOM
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY

MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”
360-424-4548 • 1-800-468-6081 • 2600 Cedardale Rd
Mount Vernon • I-5 Exit 225 • www.soundcedar.com

Operated by
Robert Desmarais and crew

Skagit County Native for 44 Years
22,000 SQ FT SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE

CEDAR SIDING
TIMBERS
TRIM

DECKORATORS COMPOSITE DECKING

HARDWOOD DECKING -
Tiger wood • IPE •Bamboo & 
more CEDAR DECKING

CEDAR FENCING -
1x4 • Split Rail • 1x6

By Bill Reynolds

Emergency management is 
more than a hot current topic. It 
will have great signifi cance in 
the future as well. 

Which is why Skagit County 
Fire District 13 Capt. Ted Taylor 
is proposing that local schools 
consider teaching their students 
important community emergency 
response skills. 

Taylor fl oated the idea 
during the fi re district’s 
90-minute monthly meeting 
at the Snee-Oosh Road station 
Oct. 5. He reported on a well-
received presentation he gave 
in September as the district’s 
emergency management 
coordinator on preparedness for 
natural disasters. 

“It went well and there was a 
good turnout,” said Taylor. “But 
demographics in Shelter Bay is a 
challenge. The average age there 
is 65.” 

So, he pitched starting 
preparedness programs in the 
schools, introducing Community 
Emergency Response Team train-
ing as part of the civics curricu-
lum. He noted it has been done 
successfully elsewhere, notably 
in areas prone to earthquakes and 
tornadoes, disaster phenomena 
that aren’t going away. 

“Earthquakes,” he pointed 
out, “are rare and random. The 

question becomes, ‘how much 
preparedness do you do for 
something that could happen in 
the next few minutes when it’s 
rare that would be the case?’” 

To help, the fi re district 
– which serves Swinomish 
Reservation and rural La Conner 
– will once again participate in 
Great ShakeOut Day Oct. 19. 
Launched in 2009, the day pro-
motes ways people can protect 
themselves during earthquakes 
and tsunamis. 

The fi re district is discussing 
mutual fi refi ghting equipment 
needs with Town of La Conner 
offi  cials. 

“I’m not sure exactly where 
it’s going,” said Fire Chief Wood 
Weiss, “but it makes sense to 
have a discussion.” 

A new ladder truck and fi re-
boat are needed by the Town and 
fi re district. The district’s priority 
is the truck. The Town, said 
Weiss, “is pushing for a boat.” 

Commissioner John Doyle, 
retired town administrator, said a 
goal is to avoid redundancy. 

“At the very least,” Doyle 
said, “we need to see what can 
be done to accommodate other 
jurisdictions with our purchases.” 

“I would certainly encourage 
us to have a discussion,” added 
Commission Chair Bruce 

By Ken Stern

The La Conner Town Council 
almost doubled its hotel-motel 
allocation in the 2024 budget, 
voting to spend $342,111 at its 
Sept. 26 meeting. Almost 64%, 
$217,461 are internal expendi-
tures, mostly for Maple Hall im-
provements, $132,866, up from 
$6,000 for security cameras for 
2023. The Morris and First street 
restrooms and landscaping will 
get $63,995, a $10,139 increase. 
And the Town advertising budget 
jumped to $20,600 from $600. 

Grants to community organi-

zations total $124,650. The La 
Conner Chamber of Commerce 
received $90,000 to fund its 
operations, a $7,000 increase and 
nine community organizations 
will have $34,650 to spend, up 
$4,845 and 16.3% from last year.

The organizations’ grants 
range from $1,000 to the Lincoln 
Theatre in Mount Vernon and 
$1,000 to Skagit Artists Together, 
to $8,250 to the Museum of 
Northwest Art and $8,000 to La 
Conner Arts Foundation, which 
manages Art’s Alive.

Hotel/Motel tax allocations 
were $173,26 this year, drawn 

from the 2022 fund balance of 
$286,832. The Town has reported 
revenue through September 
of $138,064. Another $50,00-
$60,000 may be collected this 
year if tourism continues the 
trend of the last two years.  

The draft 2024 budget lists 
$140,000 for hotel/motel reve-
nues.

The decision was unanimous 
and followed the council fi nance 
committee’s recommendation 
after $10,866 was added for 
maintenance for the Maple Hall 
elevator.

2024 hotel-motel fund grants

(continued on page 7)

By Bill Reynolds

The status of short-term rentals 
in La Conner tops the agenda of 
a special 6 p.m. Oct. 17 public 
forum at the La Conner Civic 
Garden Club. 

“It will be a specifi c and tar-
geted meeting,” Town Assistant 
Planner Ajah Eills said at the 
planning commission’s meeting 
Oct. 3 in Maple Hall. 

The meeting addressing short-
term rentals will not be hybrid 
since there is no WiFi service at 
the Second Street building. 

“We think it will be more of 
a conversational setting,” Eills 
said. “We’re hoping for a more 
intimate conversation.” 

The question of whether to 
change restrictions in residential 
zones here governing short-term 
rentals surfaced last year but 
was postponed to 2023 to foster 
greater dialogue on a subject 
being discussed nationally, es-
pecially in communities such as 
La Conner for which permanent 
housing options are limited. 

Planning Director Michael 
Davolio said the issue requires 
study from top to bottom. 

“We need to have a defi nition 
of what a short-term rental is,” 

he explained. “We don’t have it 
in our code. We can’t regulate 
what we can’t defi ne.” 

The Town’s municipal 
code,15.10.503, defi nes guest-
house or guest rental: “‘Guest-
house’ or ‘guest rental’ means a 
commercial use of a single-fam-
ily dwelling unit, residential 
unit or boat rented on a daily 
or weekly basis (i.e., less than 
monthly rental).”

At the forum planning com-
missioners will be seated at sep-
arate tables to encourage more 
casual conversation. 

Housing is likewise the focal 
point of an Oct. 19 planning 
commission road trip to Langley, 
on south Whidbey Island, where 
members and others interested in 
attending will meet with architect 
Ross Chapin, whose specialty is 
designing aff ordable homes. File 

a written request with planning 
staff  for a seat on the 12-seat 
passenger van. 

At their hour-long meeting, 
commissioners resumed re-
viewing comprehensive plan’s 
transportation element and 
opportunities for greater public 
participation. 

Commissioners John Leaver 
and Bruce Bradburn, the trans-
portation subcommittee, reported 
on fi rms that provide paid park-

ing services. 
Davolio said he would sched-

ule a joint planning commission 
-town council meeting to hear 
formal presentations from the 
businesses Leaver and Bradburn 
contacted. 

The commission revisited the 
idea of extending First Street 
south to Caledonia Street, which 
would open Maple Avenue as an 

Public input wanted at short-term rentals forum Oct. 17

(continued on page 7)
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360-466-9932 • 702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining
& EATERY, Inc.

Kitchen OPEN Sun. thru Thurs., until 
9 PM / Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

VOTED SKAGIT’S BEST
Fish and Chips

WATERFRONT DECK SEATING
EST. 1972 - Family Operated

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer 
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY • BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
HAND-DIPPED FISH & CHIPS ON THURSDAYS
FRIDAY - SUNDAY: We have delicious burgers

featuring Mesman’s organic beef
19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon

Hours: Tues.-Sun.: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9 • Mon.: 11 to 5
Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill

Hours: Tues.-Sun.: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9 • Mon.: 11 to 5

La Conner sports roundup: Oct. 6-7

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Conifer Sale!
Tall and dwarf evergreens
including spruce, cypress,

fir, pine and junipers.

20% OFF

through October 19th
(regular price)

“Peoples 
Choice”

Award-winning
nursery

Fall is for PlantingBURTON JEWELERS
WeAre Here to Serve You!

REGISTERED JEWELER AMERICAN GEM SOCIETY

7th & Commercial in AnacortesWashington
burtonjewelers.com • 888-293-6469 • info@burtonjewelers.com

Hours 10:30am – 5:00pm, Tuesday – Saturday
We cencourage you to work with us by appointment for custom design,

complex jewelry repairs, appraisal questions or personalized shopping experiences.

Diamond Pendants from solitaires, clusters, bezel slides,
hearts, and clusters. All shapes and sizes are set just for You!

We specialize in natural, fancy yellow-colored diamonds and
invite you to come in and see our extensive line of rings in
solitaires, halos, three-stone, and several other designs.

Left to Right: Rachel Yousling, CatoWoods, (Aero Burton, dog), Kim Snyder,
Holly Burton, Philip Burton, Charles Yousling, Bob Anderson
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By Bill Reynolds

The traffic volume in town 
last weekend teased that it was 
the height of tourist season. 

That wasn’t the case, of 
course.. But it was a peak 
weekend in terms of La Conner 
High School’s fall sports sched-
ule. 

The football and volleyball 
teams played simultaneously 
on campus Saturday afternoon, 
less than 24 hours after the 
Braves’ boys soccer team host-
ed league rival Mount Vernon 
Christian. 

Results were mixed. 
The La Conner grid program 

broke into the win column with 
a convincing 30-0 shutout win 
over visiting Mabton of the 
Eastern Washington 2B East 
District. The Lady Braves’ net 

team fell 3-0 (25-11, 25-11, 
25-9) to undefeated Central 
Washington 2B power Manson. 
The Braves’ soccer squad came 
up just short against MVC, 
falling 1-0 in the late going of a 
key NW2B/1B match. 

Football
Kenai Zimmerman rushed 

for two touchdowns and Ivory 
Damien completed a pair of 
scoring tosses to Logan Burks 
as La Conner imposed its will 
on both sides of the line of 
scrimmage against the Vikings. 

Tommy Murdock also had 
a big day. The reigning state 
hurdles champion teamed with 
Damien defensively to wreak 
havoc in the Mabton backfield, 
recording repeated sacks of 
beleaguered signal caller Marco 

Espinoza. 
La Conner set the tone early 

by recovering an onside kick 
to start the game. That set up 
a five-minute touchdown drive 
capped by the first of Zim-
merman’s two TD blasts – this 
one from two-yards out – and 
keyed by a 21-yard pass play 
on fourth-and-11 from Damien 
to C.J. Edwards. 

On its next series, La Conner 
marched 58 yards to paydirt. 
The big play was a 36-yard 
pass reception by Murdock. 
That set up a 20-yard Damien 
TD strike to Burks with 3:51 to 
play in the first period. 

Damien’s two-point conver-
sion pass to Tai Nelson gave 
the hosts a 16-0 lead that held 
through the opening half. 

The Braves extended their 
lead to 24-0 midway through 
the third quarter on a six-yard 
Zimmerman run. The drive was 
kept alive when Edwards bulled 
for 11 yards on a fourth-and-
one from the Mabton 26. Ed-
wards’ conversion run stretched 
La Conner’s margin to 24-0. 

The Braves later added an 
insurance score on another 
Damien to Burks hookup. 

“Our boys played great,” La 
Conner head coach Charlie Ed-
wards, whose club improved to 
1-4 overall – with two of those 
losses coming to 2A foes – told 
the Weekly News afterward. 
“The line did its job. The de-
fense played with intensity. 

“I’m so proud and happy for 
this team,” he added, “to realize 

how they are capable of play-
ing. I can’t thank the players 
enough for always playing with 
heart. And I can’t thank my 
coaching staff enough.” 

La Conner returns to league 
action Friday at conference 
leading Friday Harbor. The 
Wolverines (3-2 overall, 2-0 
in league) defeated La Conner 
41-0 Sept. 14. 

Volleyball
Despite several big hits by 

Morgan Huizenga, crisp setting 
from Abi Udlock and strong 
play at the net by Abi Poulton, 
La Conner couldn’t keep pace 
with a veteran Manson team 
that the Lady Braves defeated 
in postseason a year ago en-
route to their seventh state title. 

Manson junior outside hitter 
Stella Petersen was a force 
throughout the three-set match, 
repeatedly delivering kills from 
both the front line and back 
row. 

Manson bolted to a 10-1 
lead in the opening set before 
Huizenga stopped the run with 
a kill to the back left corner. 
La Conner pulled to within 
15-8 on a service ace by Maeve 
McCormick but could get no 
closer. 

It was a similar story in the 
second set. Manson, fueled 
by two Petersen kills, took an 
early 8-1 lead and was never 
threatened despite a series of 
long rallies. Those rallies, more 

often than not, were decided 
by spikes from Petersen or 
teammates Teagan Byquist and 
Camille Hutton. 

In the third set, La Conner 
trailed from wire-to-wire, but 
closed the gap a bit late on a 
Huizenga block and kills by 
Poulton and Reece Bird. 

“Manson,” head coach Pam 
Keller acknowledged afterward, 
“is a very solid team stacked 
with older players.” 

The good news is the Man-
son match does not affect 
NW2B/1B standings where La 
Conner (5-0) remains unbeaten. 
The Lady Braves, 6-5 overall, 
were at league rival Darrington 
Tuesday night. They visit 4A 
Glacier Peak tomorrow (Thurs-
day). 

Soccer
The La Conner boys’ soccer 

team nearly forced overtime 
with MVC on Friday in a match 
that was a scoreless defensive 

battle until the late going. 
“We dominated most of the 

game,” said Braves head coach 
Galen McKnight, “but we let 
up on a late throw-in with three 
minutes in regulation.” 

With the loss, La Conner fell 
to 1-2 in league standings and 
3-5 in all matches. The Braves 
hosted Lopez Island Tuesday 
afternoon. They entertain Orcas 
Island tomorrow. 

In addition, the La Conner 
High School girls’ soccer team 
visits Friday Harbor today 
(Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. 
They travel to North Mason 
on Friday and are at Sultan 
Saturday afternoon. 

ANOTHER RUN ON THE WAY TO THE GOAL LINE – Turning the corner and heading for a score last week, 
this was only one of the several scores that adde up to a 30-0 victory over Mahton.

—Photo by Sarah Walls

UP FOR THE SPIKE AND A POINT - La Conner’s Maeve McCormick 
eye on the ball concentration may lead to another score for the Lady 
Braves last week.                                                 —Photo by Sarah Walls
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360-757-0445 info@skagithumane.org 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington, WA 98233

Humane Society 
of Skagit Valley

Spay and Neuter Saves lives!  
Please Spay, Neuter, Adopt, Volunteer, Donate!

Contested School Board Races for: 
School Districts:  La Conner, Mount Vernon, and Sedro-Woolley

When:   Monday October 16 - 6:15 PM to 8:30 PM 
Where:  Skagit PUD, 1415 Freeway Dr, Mt Vernon

Burlington Mayor, Contested City Council and Burlington 
School District Director Races

When:   Wednesday October 11 – 6:15 PM to 8:30 PM 
Where:  Burlington City Hall, 833 S Spruce St.

In partnership with Burlington Chamber of Commerce

Anacortes Contested City Council, Contested Port District 
Commissioner and School District Director Races

When:   Tuesday October 10 – 5:00 PM to 8:00PM 
Where:  Anacortes City Hall, 904 6th St.  

In partnership with Anacortes Chamber of Commerce

Sponsored by:

Skagit Candidate Forums for 
2023 General Election

Available live/in-person, live-stream, and 
post-event recorded viewing 

Registration information for 
Zoom access and recordings of all forums available at: 

https://www.skagitlwv.org/

‘Surge’ intersects art and science; opens at MoNA Saturday
By Adams Sowards

We know about climate 
change through science; we feel 
it through art. The combination 
is a powerful one and is on 
display at the Museum of 
Northwest Art starting Saturday 
as “Surge: Mapping Transition, 
Displacement and Agency in 
Times of Climate Change.” It 
opens Oct 14, 1-4 p.m. 

This is the fourth iteration of 
“Surge.” Each one has grown, 
from a one-day event in 2015 
to a year-long collaboration this 
year with artists pairing with 
scientists to study and create 
climate change-inspired art. 
The Skagit Climate Science 
Consortium has partnered with 
the museum through them all. 
Chloe Dye Sherpe is the exhibit 
guest curator. She has been 
involved with all of them and 
said each year has provided 
learning opportunities and a 
chance to adapt. 

That kind of trial and error for 
the exhibition format mimics the 
kind of experimentation com-
mon in climate change science 
and art. The artists and scientists 
involved in “Surge” have collab-
orated in distinct ways, such as 
sharing and discussing scientific 
papers or going on bird walks 

together. Their partnerships 
deepened the art. 

One of the artists, Tesla 
Kawakami, praised the interdis-
ciplinary relationship formed 
through “Surge” as a way to help 
her “move through stagnancy” 
and ensure her work “is still 
grounded in science and real 
experiences.” Another artist, 
Ann Chadwick Reid, concurred. 
She described her work as being 
more scientific and accurate be-
cause of the partnership and that 
gives the work more value to her. 

Jamie Donatuto, staff at 
Swinomish Indian Tribal 
Community, is the scientific 
collaborator with the Indigenous 
artist Jackie Qataliña Schaeffer. 
They hope their project presents 
a fresh perspective on climate 
change, moving beyond dry 
recitation of data. “We can 
create all the data that we want,” 
said Donatuto, “but it is useless 
unless, one, it makes sense to 
the people who are in question 
and, two, they understand it and 
..., three, they can do something 
with it.” Art may be one way to 
accomplish this act of translation. 

Natalie Niblack had be-
gun working on an art project 
related to western Washington 
birds. When the opportunity to 
work collaboratively arose, she 

jumped. Partnering with orni-
thologist John Bower of Western 
Washington University helped 
Niblack produce work that was 
more scientifically nuanced 
than she had understood at the 
outset. “I was stepping out of my 
comfort level and dealing with a 
scientific study that required ... 
[a] different set of skills than I 
have,” said Niblack. “So I found 
it very exciting to find somebody 
to bounce this off of and get 
feedback from somebody who 
was extremely knowledgeable.” 

That is a key goal of how the 
museum and the consortium 
envisions “Surge.” It generates 
exciting results and might deepen 
viewers’ appreciation of climate 
change impacts. 

Several participants described 
art as a mediator or bridge that 
can touch people in new ways. 
Many also see this collaborative 
work as a call to action, inspired 
by emotion more than graphs. “I 
really applaud the museum for 
having this show,” said Reid. 

Sherpe hopes the accessible 
information “provides some 
familiar foundation for people so 
that they can have conversations 
with fellow guests or take some 
of these questions home to their 
communities and just continue to 
talk about this important topic.” 

The concerns that have prompted 
“Surge” have always combined 
the local and the global, so wher-
ever visitors come from, they 
will have opportunities to have 
their hearts and minds engaged. 

Opening afternoon events 
includes a panel discussion with 

artist-scientist teams at 1 p.m. 
The galleries open at 3 p.m. Art-
ists and scientists will be on hand 
to discuss their collaboration and 
resulting artwork. 

The exhibit runs through Jan. 
21, 2024. The museum is at 121 
South First Street, La Conner.

‘TSUNAMI’ – is one of three 25” x 25” oil on canvas paintings by artist 
Karen Hackenberg in the show “Surge.” 

—Photo courtesy of MoNA

Dedication & Program 3:15 pm  
Self-guided tours to follow
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Kindly RSVP 360-466-3352

Please Join Us For The

DEDICATION OF
LA CONNER SWINOMISH

LIBRARY
Saturday, October 14, 2023

3:00 - 5:00 p.m.

The contributions of our amazing partners 
and community members brought 

our new library to life.

Shelter Bay’s Paul Fadoul directs ‘The Mousetrap’ in Anacortes

Hook a Book Group 
meets Thursday, 
October 12, 1:30

Just Come!
Open 7 days a week!

10 - 6
On Gilkey Square
360-399-1800

www.seaportbooks.com
106 S. First St.

La Conner

By Mel Damski

“The Mousetrap” is running 
through Saturday at the 
Anacortes Community Theatre 
and it has been selling out every 
show. It is a wonderful murder 
mystery by Agatha Christie, her 
first play. It opened in London’s 
West End in 1952 and has run 
successfully around the world 
since.

Paul Fadoul is the director. He 
has worked around the country 
in Washington, D.C., New York, 
Los Angeles and Las Vegas and 
has happily settled into Shelter 
Bay with his husband after 25 
years in film and television. He 
first studied film and theatre at 
Tisch School of the Arts at New 
York University.

Fadoul moved to Los Angeles 
in 1986 and was a production 
assistant on commercials and 
was successful in film production 
and eventually owned his own 
production company making 
commercials, but he was always 
involved in theatre. 

He moved to San Francisco 
in 1999 but some close friends 
from New York moved to Seattle 
so Fadoul joined them in 2001 
after a detour to Las Vegas. He 
soon found he wasn’t loving life 
there. Friends had settled from 
Vancouver WA to Vancouver BC 

and he connected with a realtor 
in La Conner, who showed him 
a nice house in Shelter Bay with 
a dock for his boat. He bought it 
and he is very happy living here. 

He feels very much at home in 
the Northwest. 

At Seattle University he got a 
masters degree in teaching, then 
taught second grade and middle 
school theatre in Bellevue. 
“Theatre is life,” he said. “It is 
a discipline that is a microcosm 
of life that requires confidence, 
improvisation and the ability to 
solve problems.”

Fadoul is glad he got involved 
with the nearby ACT. “There 
is a lot of talent around here,” 
he said, including people from 

Arlington and Whidbey Island. 
He is very happy with the 

script of “Mousetrap” and 
followed Christie’s every stage 
direction. “There was no reason 
that the play wouldn’t work as 
written so I did not screw around 
with that stuff,” he said. His 
goal as a director is to follow the 
author’s intent. He took feedback 
from his cast because he views 
theatre as “a collaborate art form 
at its best”. 

When the play opened, he 
said he totally learned from the 
audience and was pleasantly 
surprised by their laughter. He 
is grateful to the cast and the 
crew. Everyone is a volunteer 
except for the person who is 

directing the tech and designed 
the lighting. 

Because this is a nonprofit, 
they purchased everything the 
audience sees on stage from 
Goodwill and Habitat for 
Humanity. A couple of items 
had to be purchased on Craig’s 
List. The skis in the play were 
borrowed from Nasty Jack’s 
Antiques in La Conner. 

Fadoul is also a highly 
accomplished chef and owns a 
sailboat. He learned how to sail 
from a Coast Guard captain. He 
also plays the cello, which he 
started in elementary school, 
taking lessons from third through 
eighth grade. He started up again 
at the age of 69. He is truly a 

renaissance man.
It is still possible to reserve 

tickets to the final performances 
of “The Mousetrap” but tickets 
are about gone so decide now 
to attend a wonderful night of 
theatre.

“Elf the Musical” is next up 
at the ACT for the holidays. It 
is the story of Buddy, a young 
orphan, who mistakenly crawls 
into Santa’s bag of gifts and is 
transported to the North Pole. 
The would-be elf is unaware 
that he is actually human. With 
Santa’s permission, Buddy 
embarks on a journey to New 
York City to discover his true 
identity. 
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Barbers as historians new 
museum exhibit
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EVERY MONDAY 
 8AM-MIDNIGHT
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Join us
every week for
exciting promotions!

M O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A Y SM O N D A Y SM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A Y SM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A Y SM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A Y SM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A Y SM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A Y SM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A Y SM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A Y SM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A Y SM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A Y SM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A YM O N D A Y S

Join usJoin usJoin us
every week forevery week forevery week for
exciting promotions!exciting promotions!exciting promotions!exciting promotions!

GAMING  |  DINING  |  EVENTS  |  GOLF  |  LODGE

1.888.288.8883  |  SWINOMISHCASINOANDLODGE.COM
Must be 18 to gamble. Management reserves all rights.

For more information, visit
swinomi.sh/SuperSeniorSavings2023

For more information, visit swinomi.sh/3XMondays

By Adam Sowards

Ed Marlow brought some old 
photos into his barbershop many 
decades ago. People starting add-
ing to his collection. Even when 
he changed locations, customers 
kept bringing them; he pinned 
them to the wall. “It just mush-
roomed,” said Marlow. He thinks 
he has “probably the biggest 
collection around.” 

Some of those historical 
photographs are displayed in 
the Skagit County Historical 
Museum’s new exhibit, “More 
than Just a Little Off  the Top: 
Barbershop Historians,” which 
opened Oct. 5. 

Marlow was an honored guest 
Thursday. He greeted old friends, 
including the son of a man with 
whom he cut hair. He told stories 
about his barbering years, such 
as how he left a large, tail-shaped 
patch of hair on one obnoxious, 
drunk customer. “I just got fed 
up,” he said. A photo proving it 
happened adorns the wall. It is 
one of many snapshots bringing 
alive Skagit barbering history. 

As Marlow with his full head 
of white hair held forth in one 
corner, more than 75 local resi-
dents moved throughout tempo-
rary exhibit room at the museum.

The idea for the exhibit 
sparked because the museum 
staff  had previously borrowed 
from Marlow’s collection and 
that of another county barber and 
historical photo collector, Roger 
Fox. 

On the walls and in display 
cases, artifacts and photographs 
tell the history of barbering, the 
history of Skagit County and the 
history of barbering in Skagit 
County. This represents “a lot 
of work by a lot of people,” said 
Mari Densmore, exhibit curator 
and museum archivist. This rich 
and fascinating history includes 
items from the museum’s perma-
nent record. 

At the center of the room is 
a replica barbershop, complete 
with chair, clippers, brushes, 
scissors, razor strop and more. Its 
walls are appropriately covered 

in black-and-white photos of 
logging and local communities. 
Display cases contain collections 
of brushes, razors and custom- 
and locally-made mugs, remind-
ers that shaving accompanied 
many haircuts in decades past. 

In her introduction, museum 
Director Jo Wolfe highlighted 
many in attendance who still 
cut hair in the county. One wall 
is devoted to these modern-day 
barbers. They continue the long 
practice of barbershops being 
social centers for communities. 

The younger barbers at the 
opening never expected their 
work would land them in a muse-
um. “We’re just going to work,” 
said Brady Parker, Dr. J’s Barber 
Shop in Burlington. 

Barbering as something 
museum-worthy may surprise 
them, but they recognize their 
work falls in a long line of history. 
Parker and Tyler Long started 
going to Dr. J’s before either 
started working there. “The vibe 
was always super cool,” said 
Long. Now, as they cut hair, they 
consider the antique barber chairs 
at the shop and wonder how many 
people have sat it them. It connects 
them to the past. 

Travis Switalski operates 
The Temple of Groom shop in 
Anacortes. When Switalski told 
his grandpa, who was a police 
offi  cer, that he was opening a 
barbershop, his grandpa told him 
free haircuts for police offi  cers 
and fi refi ghters in uniform were 
required. Customs have changed 
and that is no longer allowed, 
but it helped Switalski feel like 
he was “part of something” with 
a long tradition. People bring 
him old strops or mugs and he is 
always looking in antique stores 
for artifacts. His daughter works 
with him, so perhaps this tradi-
tion will continue. 

At the opening, “More than 
Just a Little Off  the Top,” like 
barbershops, brought people 
together to celebrate the past and 
community. It is on display into 
2024.

Hours are Thursday-Sunday, 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Hayes 
. . . (from page 10)

• Development of the Sixth 
Street skateboard park. 

• Construction of the new 
Caledonia Street pump 
station. 

• Installation of I-5 freeway 
signage highlighting the 
town’s historic waterfront. 

• Creation of the waterfront 
park and reinforced 
shoreline below Rainbow 
Bridge. 

• Swinomish Channel 
dredging during a period of 
tight federal budgets. 

• Expansion of the wastewater 
treatment plant, including 
the innovative and award-
winning composting 
feature that has proved an 
economically sustainable 
and soil replenishment 
resource universally looked 
upon as a model program. 

• Downtown placement of 
electric vehicle charging 
stations. 

• Negotiation of sale of their 
one-half acre land with the 
Jenson family. 

• Designation of Maple Hall 
as a green energy building 
with solar panels. 

• Renewed nighttime lighting 
of Rainbow Bridge. 

Then there is the crown 
jewel – the popular downtown 
boardwalk, which required much 
patience and the delicate forging 
of a coalition of stakeholders at 
various levels of government and 
in the private sector. 

“There were so many things,” 
Hayes said in retrospect, 
“that could have stopped the 
boardwalk. But we focused 
on the retail core area and that 
proved successful. Prior to its 
implementation, there was about 
10 per cent public access to the 
waterfront. Now we have more 
than 80 per cent waterfront 
access.” 

Every time, said Hayes, it was 
“the team” that pushed the ball 
over the goal line. 

The rest of the story next week.

Name Start of Term End of Term
B. L. Martin 1892 January 10, 1893
James Power January 10, 1893 July 11, 1893
N. Riplinger September 5, 1893 April 20, 1894
G. V. Calhoun April 20, 1894 December 1894
J. F. Dwelly January 1895 December 1895
J. W. Lackaberg January 1896 December 1896
Edwin Wells January 1897 December 1898
Olaf Polson January 1899 April 1903
R. H. Boll May 1903 December 1905
John P. McGlinn January 1906 December 1906
Eric R. Anderson January 1907 December 1908
J. F. Dwelly January 1909 December 1910
Eric R. Anderson January 1911 December 1912
J. F. Dwelly January 1913 December 1914
Nels A. Nelson January 1915 December 1917
Carl Blade January 1918 December 1920
Ivan Alexandar January 1921 December 1928
Hal Smith January 1929 December 1930
J. Frank Savage January 1931 December 1932
Milo Moore January 1933 December 1942
Bert Carlson January 1943 December 1944
Art Herrold January 1945 December 1948
H. E. Reynolds January 1949 May 1953
Ralph Nelson June 1953 June 1958
Alfred M. Nelson June 1958 May 1962
Emma Bjorkland June 1962 May 1965
Joe Reinstra June 1965 December 1968
Gerald Dalan January 1969 December 1971
Frederick S. Martin January 1972 December 1979
Mary M. Lam January 1980 December 1987
Bud Moore January 1988 December 1991
Dan O'Donnell January 1992 December 1995
Bud Moore January 1996 December 1999
Eron Berg January 2000 December 2003
Wayne Everton January 2004 December 2007
Ramon Hayes January 2008 December 2023
Source: Town of La Conner

Mayors serving La Conner, 1892 to present.

Love 
Puzzles!

See our new online puzzle page  
laconnerweeklynews.com/puzzles 
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Earthquake. . . (from page 1)

www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP

Open Daily to Everyone!  •  Downtown Mount Vernon  •  skagitfoodcoop.com

Your local food co-op is Skagit’s best place 
for organic groceries, fresh produce 

and everyday essentials. 

Skagit's Best Grocery Store!

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com

Forum . . . (from page 3)

Awards 
. . . (from page 1)

Now 
through 
November 
30th
Generous 
Alum will 
match the 
fi rst $50K in 
contributions

LA CONNER COMMUNITY 
SCHOLARSHIP 
FOUNDATION 

FUND DRIVE

November 

fi rst $50K in 
contributions

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

90,000

100,000

Please mail 
your 
donations to:

LCCSF
P.O. Box 1277

La Conner. 98257

Fund
Drive 
100 K
Goal

MEDICARE
OPEN ENROLLMENT

with  SHIBA

SCHEDULE AN
APPOINTMENT

WALK-INS NOT AVAILABLE

LEAVE A VOICEMAIL:  
           360-826-8828

SEND AN EMAIL:  

shiba.OE@
edmondswaterfrontcenter.org

What is SHIBA? 
The Statewide Health Insurance Benefits 
Advisors (SHIBA) program is a statewide 
network of trained volunteers who educate and 
advocate for people of all ages who 
have Medicare. 

Our volunteer counselors help you understand 
your rights and Medicare insurance choices. 
We do not sell anything. As part of the 
Washington State Office of the Insurance 
Commissioner, our volunteers and our services 
are unbiased. 

What can SHIBA do for you? What can SHIBA do for you? 
Our advisors can help you explore your 
Medicare options based on your coverage & 
prescription needs.  

SHIBA advisors can explore money saving 
options and help you apply for federal and 
state programs which may help you pay for 
your Medicare costs. 

MAPLE  HALL
Tuesday  

November 7 

9am to 3pm
104 Commercial Street 

Hosted by the 
Senior Center at Maple Hall

     

For more information about SHIBA
and your Medicare options please visit

www.insurance.wa.gov

Lawmaker. . . (from page 1)

exit from downtown. 
The long vacant, former 

Moore Clark warehouse extend-
ing onto the public right-of-way 
has to be resolved. 

“The building has to come 
down at some point,” said Davo-
lio. “It’s unsafe.” 

Davolio reminded commis-
sioners that a planning grant 
includes a consultant to map the 
south end below town hall, a step 
toward developing a future uses 
plan. 

To increase public input, 
Eills is researching installing a 
feedback section on the Town 
website. 

“It’s something I’ve looked 
into since I’ve been here,” she 
said. 

Commissioner Summer Holt 
suggested a new technology, 
such as a digital platform that 

engages the public, to close what 
she termed “the feedback loop.” 

Commissioner Marna 
Hanneman noted how residents 
interact: “People here,” she 
pointed out, “prefer face-to-face 
communication.” 

Davolio said the Town has un-
dertaken extraordinary eff orts at 
community outreach, seeking in-
put from senior citizens, students 
and school district offi  cials, Port 
of Skagit and Swinomish Indian 
Tribal Community representa-
tives, and business leaders. 

The La Conner Swinomish 
Library has applied for the 
designation of an essential public 
facility. It is the only comprehen-
sive plan update request. 

“The reason the library has 
asked for this,” said Hanneman, 
“is that it might open up some 
grant awards for them.” 

Action on the library request 
and designating Maple Hall, also, 

Shake Out
.  . . (from page 3)
Shellhamer. “It’s important that 
we make sure to not duplicate 
(purchases) if it’s not necessary.” 

Fire district and Skagit Bay 
Search & Rescue offi  cial Gary 
Ladd reported that SBS&R 
wants to continue training under 
the Skagit County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce, but would also like to be 
dispatched with the district on 
marine calls. 

Commissioners unanimously 
passed a resolution to conduct 
an annual open house, citing 

the success of September’s with 
its dedication of the new Larry 
Kibbee residential unit. 

There was a large turnout– 
despite steady rain – to honor 
Kibbee, a former commissioner 
and tour the new fi refi ghter/EMT 
facility. 

“The rain,” Taylor quipped, 
“was planned in order to reduce 
the wildland fi re risk.” 

Start your participation in next 
week’s Great ShakeOut and get 
prepared all the time at: shake-
out.org/washington/howtopartic-
ipate/

your high school,” she told 
teacher Ryan Hiller. 

Clothier said that this school 
year each middle and high school 
teacher was asked to make at 
least one of their classes a mas-
tery-based learning course. 

In 2022-23, middle school 
teacher and soccer coach Mad-
die Huscher embraced mas-
tery-based learning. Last spring, 
she was named the Northwest 
Educational Service District’s 
Regional Teacher of the Year. 

The mastery-based learning 
concept is designed to give stu-
dents more freedom to learn in 
the ways in which they are most 
comfortable, said Clothier. 

“It really encourages active 
engagement,” she said. 

For generations, noted Cloth-
ier, students have been under 
pressure to achieve the highest 
possible grade point averages for 

college admission. 
“But this,” she said of mas-

tery-based learning, “can better 
prepare our students for college.” 

Wellman and Muller fi nished 
their visit in Todd Hinderman’s 
science lab, where he was con-
ducting a chemistry lesson on 
gas laws. Adorning the walls was 
a collection of illustrated the-
matic posters created by students 
that showcased both their artistic 
talents and ability to demonstrate 
command of key material from 
units he has taught. 

Wellman, who in the 1980s 
was a public school teacher 
before becoming a systems 
analyst and programmer, showed 
a genuine interest in how well 
Hinderman’s students navigated 
his lab assignment. 

As she had on her previous 
classroom stops, Wellman literal-
ly developed chemistry with the 
students – just minus an apple 
gelatte.

Reclamation
CANDLE COMPANY

New paintings in our ravens drinking coff ee series feature Santa and his raven helper; 
and Captain Ahab and the Great White Raven!  Santa art available on a cup.

Trick or treat
yourself to a 
Raven’s Cup 

chocolate bar!

Visit Raven’s Cup for your fall and Halloween treats!
           •Autumn-scented candles and wax melts
            •Art and gifts featuring black cats, ravens, and Edgar Allan Poe
            •Delectable chocolates and hot cocoas and pumpkin spice lattes!

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery 

Our pumpkin spice lattes are made with pumpkin maple syrup and real nutmeg.  Mmmm. 106 S 1st St.
La Conner

Open at 7 am daily!

at La Conner Marina. 
Meanwhile, Ecology Blocks 

are in place on the south water-
front off  Caledonia Street and 
on the spacious Upper Skagit 
Indian Tribe property between 
Swinomish Channel and South 
Third Street. Blocks are stacked 
in reserve near the Town’s 
Caledonia Street pump station. 

La Conner residents and busi-
ness owners sustained nearly $2 
million in fl ood damages last 
December when a combination 
of morning high tides, low 
atmospheric pressure, strong 
winds and rapid snow and ice 
melt-off  pushed water from the 
channel onto low-lying areas in 
a matter of minutes.

Tax . . (from page 1)

the year’s budget.
These tax sources are not the 

major source of La Conner’s 
revenue and pale compared to 
the four water and wastewater 
treatment funds which together 
account for over 60% of the 
town’s income. The water, sewer 
and compost funds revenues 
to date have brought in $3.2 
million, 52.3% of the town’s rev-
enues. Total revenues to date are 
$5.99 million, $880,000 ahead of 
the entire 2023 projection of $5.1 
million with one quarter of the 
year left.

The four water and wastewater 
treatment funds are all above 
their year’s projected totals, by 
as much as 18% for the compost 
fund, with the fourth quarter to 
go. 

Water and compost capital 
expenditures are close to 90% of 
their budget allocation. 

The budget table does not 
indicate fourth quarter expens-
es in any program fund. More 
information is needed to analyze 
the expense side of the town’s 
budget. 

La Conner has a calendar fi scal 
year.

Anne Basye won a second and 
third place for a general feature 
story and an environmental story, 
respectively.

Ken Stern took three fi rst place 
awards, in breaking news, gov-
ernment and for a theatre review, 
three seconds, including his fea-
ture story on the “Good old days 
of typewriters” and a third place 
in the general interest column 
category for a set of his “Mus-
ings - on the editor’s mind.”

Design and Layout Editor 
Ronda Hundertmark won three 
awards, including fi rst for her use 
of clip art in promoting the La 
Conner Chamber of Commerce 
Ice Cream Social.

The paper is this good because 
of the eff orts of many people, 
who are all unrecognized win-
ners. The behind the scenes staff  
of Rhonda Hundertmark, Eileen 
Engelstad and Nancy Crowell 
ensure each week’s publication.

The contest time period was 
for newspapers published from 
April 2022 through March 2023 
Awards are presented in four 
groups based on circulation. 
The Weekly News is in group 1, 
circulation under 2,000. Judging 
was by members of the Montana 
Newspaper Association. 

In 2022 staff  win 34 awards. 
The community can be right-

fully proud of the well-crafted 
stories, photos and ads that are in 
every issue of the Weekly News.

Thank you, everyone.

WILLOW AND QUARTZ

A classy and quirky space with12ft tall 
ceilings, an abundance of natural 

light, and 10x20 in size. Perfect for a 
retail pop-up location in such a 

bustling and historical area.

A space for your moment
   Located in the heart of Edison, Washington

KXA ESTATES
WWW.KXAESTATES.COM
WILLOWANDQUARTZ@YAHOO.COM
KXALLC@YAHOO.COM

Please Note: While Willow and Quartz is an exceptional venue, it’s important to mention 
that we do not have access to power or water. As such, it’s not suitable for food vendors.

Address: Alley side of 14022 Mactaggart Ave.
Edison, WA 98232

ONLINE GO TO:
www.laconnerweeklynews.com Facebook

@laconnerweeklynews
Instagram
@laconnerweeklynews



Classified ads now in print and online • same low price
Submit your ad by Sunday noon for next issue publishing • laconnerweeklynews.com/classifiedads or 360-466-3315

CLASSIFIEDS

WANTED: LaConner apartment 
rental wanted by a mature, able-
bodied veteran with excellent 
local references. 360-421-2423

Fall is coming. Best time 
to plant your perennials. 
LaFountains is located right 
behind the Post Ofi ce. Open 24/7. 
Check it out. 

APARTMENT FOR RENT: On 
First St., channel view, center 
of town. Ideal for retirement, 1 
bedroom over the Red Door. 
$2,500 a month. 206-669-2447 or 
360-708-6495

FREE FORTUNES! Go get 
your fortune from Lolita! In 
front of post offi ce.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 

with a $325 classifi ed listing or 
$1,600 for a display ad. Call this 
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for 
details. 

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call for 
details, 855-635-4229.

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-888-360-1582.

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES today with a 
GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 money down + 
low monthly payment options. 
Request a FREE Quote. Call now 
before the next power outage: 
1-888-674-7053.

LEGAL NOTICES
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AGENDA 

Moving?
Email 
your 
address 
change 
to 
info@laconnernews.com

The La Conner Weekly News:
Your community newspaper

Your Independent Hometown Award Winning Newspaper
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Stay informed with 
the Weekly News

Keep connected: 
Part of your role 
as a citizen in our 
democracy

Subscribe or give a gift. 
Call or go online. 
Get the paper 
that delivers. 

Read it 
wherever 
you are

119 N. Third St., La Conner, WA 98257
360-466-3315 • Fax 360-466-1195 • www.laconnerweeklynews.com

-

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

Love 
Puzzles!

See our new online puzzle page  
laconnerweeklynews.com/puzzles 

Place an
At Your Service ad

Plus appear in our 
Online 

Business 
Directory

$225
for 12 weeks 

In the superior court of the 
State of Washington for the 

county of  Skagit.
Sentry Select Insurance 

Company, a/s/o Consumer 
Rental LLC,, Plaintiff ,
vs. No.  22-2-00670-29

Logan Shull, Defendant.
The State of Washington to 

the said Logan Shull:
You are hereby summoned to 

appear within sixty days after 
the date of the fi rst publication 
of this summons, to wit, with-
in sixty days after the 20th day 
of  September, 2023, and de-
fend the above entitled action 
in the above entitled court, 
and answer the complaint of 
the plaintiff   Sentry Select In-
surance Company, and serve 
a copy of your answer upon 
the undersigned attorneys for 
plaintiff , Lovik & Juhl, PLLC, 
at their offi  ce below stated; 
and in case of your failure so 
to do, judgment will be ren-
dered against you according to 
the demand of the complaint, 
which has been fi led with the 
clerk of said court. The suit 
alleges Breach of Contract 

and Unjust Enrichment.
 Nicholas W. Juhl Lovik & 

Juhl, PLLC
Plaintiff ’s Attorneys.
936 N 34th St, Ste 300
Seattle, WA 98103
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Sept. 20, 27, 
Oct. 4, 11, 18 and 25 2023. 
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 

OF WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY

IN RE THE ESTATE OF 
ROBERT LEROY HUNT

Deceased
No. 23-4 00471 29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030) (NTCRD)
The person named below has 

been appointed as Personal 
Representative of this Estate.
Any person having a claim 

against the decedent must, be-
fore the time the claim would 
be • barred by any otherwise 
applicable statute of limita-
tions, present the claim in the 
manner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the Personal Rep-
resentative or the Personal 
Representatives’ attorney at 
the address stated below a 
copy of the claim and fi li11g 
the original of the claim with 
the court in which the pro-
bate proceedings were com-
menced.  1 The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW1 11.40.020(l)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 

fi rst publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.05 I and 11.40.060. This 
bar is eff ective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS - 1 (N-TCRD) 
RCW 11.40.030
 MIICHELLE SUSAN 

CAVE
4412 Carmel Mountain Dr.
Date of First Publication:
Personal Representative
Print Name: Michelle 

Susan Cave
NA
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
Print Name and Bar#: 

_
Address for Mailing or 

Service:
4412 Carmel Mountain Drive 

McKinney, TX 75070
Court of probate proceed-

ings and cause number: Skagit 
County Superior Court
No. 23-4 00471 29
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS - 2 (NTCRD) 
RCW 11.40.030
MICHIELLE SUSAN CAVE
4412 Carmel Mountain Dr.
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News  Sept. ,27th, 
Oct. 4 and Oct. 11 2023
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 

OF WASHINGTON
FOR KING COUNTY

In Re The Estate of:
FRANKLIN M 

STROHECKER, JR.,
Deceased.

No. 23-4-06437-0 SEA
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

(NTCRD)
 DOUGLAS RICH-

ARD THOMPSON has been 
appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative of this Estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative or 
the personal representative’s 
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim 
and fi ling the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim must 
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
fi rst publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is eff ective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
 Date of First Publi-

cation:  September 27, 2023.  
/s/Michael Geoghegan
Michael Geoghegan, WSBA 

#43238
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
Address for Mailing or 

Service: 
NW Strategy & Planning, 

PLLC  
4700 51st PL SW
Seattle, WA 98116-4332
Court of probate proceedings 

and cause number:
King County Superior Court
23-4-06437-0 SEA
Dates of Publication: Sep-

tember 27, October 4, and 11, 
2023 
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Sept. 27, Oct. 4 
and Oct. 11 2023.
SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
In the Matter of the Estate of 
Merle H. Berger, Deceased.
Cause No. 23-4-00484-29

PROBATE NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS (RCW 

11.40.030)
The Personal Representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative of this estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the Personal Representative or 
the Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address stated 
below a copy of the claim and 
fi ling the original of the claim 
with the court.  The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided un-
der RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
fi rst publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is eff ective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of First Publication:  

September 27, 2023
Personal Representative:  Te-

resa Lahrmann
Attorney for Personal Repre-

sentative:  Aaron M. Rasmus-
sen, WSBA #29496
Address for Mailing or 

Service:  North Sound Law 
Group, PLLC, 300 N. Com-
mercial St., Bellingham, WA 
98225; Phone: 360-671-7700
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Sept. 27, Oct. 4 
and Oct. 11 2023. 

 SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON COUNTY 

OF CLALLAM
JUVENILE COURT No: 23-

7-00035-05
Notice and Summons by 

Publication (Dependency) 
(SMPB)
Dependency of: JAYCE 

CARTER DEMMON DOB: 
02/04/2023
To: The alleged FATHER 

CHARLES PRESNELL, 
and the UNKNOWN FA-
THER name and identity 
UNKNOWN and/or anyone 
else with a paternal interest in 
the child, in conformity with 
RCW 13.34.080.
A Dependency Petition was 

fi led on FEBRUARY 9TH, 
2023; A Dependency First Set 
Fact Finding hearing will be 
held on this matter on: Oct. 
25, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. at Clal-
lam County Juvenile Services, 
1912 W. 18th Street, Port An-
geles, WA, 98363.
To appear remotely by Phone 

(888) 475-4499 toll free, or 
Video (Zoom), enter Meeting 
ID 978- 5492-0434 and Pass-
code 12345.
You should be present at this 

hearing.
The hearing will determine 

if your child is dependent as 
defi ned in RCW 13.34.030(6). 
This begins a judicial process 
which could result in per-
manent loss of your parental 
rights. If you do not appear at 
the hearing, the court may en-
ter a dependency order in your 
absence.
To request a copy of the No-

tice & Summons and Depen-
dency Petition, call DCYF 
at 360-912-8440 and contact 
your social worker. To view 
information about your rights, 
including right to a lawyer, go 
to www.atg.wa.gov/DPY.aspx.
Dated: SEPTEMBER 21, 

2023 NIKKI BOTNEN, 
County Clerk
PUBLISH: September 27th 

October 4th, October 11th

Published in La Conner 
Weekly News Sept. 27, Oct. 4 
and Oct. 11 2023

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON

FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
Estate of

FLORENCE B. LOCKREM 
(a/k/a FLORENCE 

BEATRICE LOCKREM),

Deceased.
NO.  23-4-00493-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE

The above Court has appoint-
ed me as Personal Representa-
tive of Decedent’s estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the Decedent must present 
the claim: (a) Before the time 
when the claim would be 
barred by any applicable stat-
ute of limitations, and (b) In 
the manner provided in RCW 
11.40.070: (i) By fi ling the 
original of the claim with the 
foregoing Court, and (ii) By 
serving on or mailing to me 
at the address below a copy of 
the claim.  The claim must be 
presented by the later of: (a) 
Thirty (30) days after I served 
or mailed this Notice as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c), or (b) Four (4) months af-
ter the date of fi rst publication 
of this Notice.  If the claim 
is not presented within this 
time period, the claim will be 
forever barred except as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060.  This bar is eff ec-
tive for claims against both 
the Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication of 

this Notice: October 11, 2023
/s/
_______________________

____________
Michael Lockrem, Personal 

Representative
c/o Jayne Marsh Gilbert, 

WSBA #24656
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
314 Pine Street, Suite 211
Mount Vernon, WA  98273
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Oct. 11,18, 25 
2023
SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF WASHINGTON

KING COUNTY
In the Matter of the Estate

of
JOHN B. CLAUSER,

Deceased.))))))))
No. 23-4-06618-6 SEA

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS RCW 11.40.030
The personal representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed and has qualifi ed 
as personal representative of 
this estate.  Any person hav-
ing a claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time 
the claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner provided 
in RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below a copy of 
the claim and fi ling the origi-
nal of the claim with the Court 
in which the probate proceed-
ings were commenced.  The 
claim must be presented with-
in the later of:  (1) Thirty days 
after the personal representa-
tive served or mailed notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
fi rst publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is eff ective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
DATE OF FILING:  October 

4, 2023
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-

TION:  October 11, 2023
Daniel M. Greenwald
Personal Representative
Attorney for the Personal 

Representative:
DAVIS WRIGHT 

TREMAINE LLP
By 
    James A. Flaggert, WSBA 

No. 20965
Address for Mailing or 

Service:
c/o Davis Wright Tremaine 

LLP
920 Fifth Avenue
Suite 3300
Seattle, Washington 98104 

1610
(206) 622 3150
Court of Probate Proceedings 

and Cause Number:  
King County Superior Court, 

Seattle, Washington
Cause Number:  23-4-06618-

6 SEA
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Oct. 11, 18, 25, 
2023.

Joint Town of La Conner and Planning Commission
Meeting Notice

Oct. 17, 2023, 6 p.m.
Agenda

I.  Convene
II. New Business
a.  Community Discussion about Short Term Rental Regulations
III. Public Comments (Topics not otherwise on the Agenda)
 – Time Limit 3 Minutes

OLYMPIA — Follow-
ing the National Day of 
Remembrance for Indian 
Boarding Schools Sept. 
30, Attorney General Bob 
Ferguson announced the 
fi ve members of his offi  ce’s 
Truth & Reconciliation 
Tribal Advisory Committee 
on Oct. 4. The committee 
will study how Washington 
state can address the harms 
caused by the govern-
ment’s historical role in the 
shameful legacy of Indian 
boarding schools.

The National Day of 
Remembrance for Indian 
Boarding Schools, also 
known as “orange shirt 
day,” is observed on Sept. 
30 to raise awareness 
about residential boarding 
schools.

The Tribal Advisory 
Committee will hold public 
listening sessions across the 
state over the next year to 
begin a two-year journey 
toward uncovering the full 
history of Indian boarding 
schools in Washington.

The state legislature 
directed the Attorney 
General’s Offi  ce this year 
to convene the Tribal 

Advisory Committee to 
study boarding schools in 
Washington through a truth 
and reconciliation model. 
The committee’s fi ve mem-
bers must be citizens from 
federally recognized tribes 
in diverse geographic areas 
across the state. 

Members are: Rebecca 
Black (Quinault), Diana 
Bob (Lummi), Edward 
Washines (Yakama), Abriel 
Johnny (Tlingit and Co-
wichan First Nations) and 
Tamika LaMere (Anishi-
naabe enrolled with the Lit-
tle Shell Tribe of Chippewa 
Indians of Montana).

The Tribal Advisory 
Committee will hold the 
fi rst of its public listening 
sessions around the state in 
January 2024.

The committee will 
submit a report in 2025 
that will deliver recom-
mendations on how the 
state can address the harm 
done by Indian boarding 
schools and other cultural 
and linguistic termination 
practices through a truth 
and reconciliation model.

Source: Washington 
Attorney General’s Offi  ce

State creates Indian boarding schools 
Truth & Reconciliation Committee

Have you 
seen our 
new website?
Laconnerweeklynews.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

NOT TO BE MISSED
Skagit Symphony 
begins its 2023-24 
season with “Second 
Chances” on Oct. 21. 
The concert features 
Sandra Shen on piano 
playing “Stars” by Mary 
Howe, Rachmaninoff ’s 
second piano concerto 
and concludes with 
Mussorgsky’s legendary 
“Pictures at an Exhibition.” 
Info: www.skagitsymphony.
com/second-chances

Community Pizza Night
WSU Bread Lab
Oct. 13 4-7 p.m.
$15 at the door, cash only.
You get: whole grain crust, 
sauce, cheese, a short 
lesson on shaping, and the 
use of King Arthur Baking 
School’s deck oven to bake 
your pizza. Just bring your 
favorite toppings.
11768 Westar Lane
Burlington, WA 

Free Master Gardener 
Know & Grow: Mosses & 
Lichens
Tue. Oct. 17 1:00-2:30 p.m.
NWREC Sakuma 
Auditorium, 16650 
Washington 536, Mount 
Vernon, WA 98273, USA

Annular solar eclipse
Oct. 14 starting at 8:00 
a.m. peaking about an hour 
later. Protect your eyes 
and your digital devices 
- do NOT look directly at 
the eclipse without proper 
eclipse glasses, do not 
point devices without 
special fi lters. More info: 

https://science.nasa.gov/
eclipses/future-eclipses/
eclipse-2023/where-when/

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish 
Library. 520 Morris St., 
La Conner. 360-466-3352.
www.lclib.lib.wa.us. Open 
11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Saturday.
• Storytime for Children. 

11 a.m. every Friday. 
• Book Club. Meets at 

2 p.m. every fourth 
Wednesday. Info: 
Richard Wisniewski at 
wisniew10@gmail.com

• Tech Help. 4-6 p.m. 
every Monday. One-on-
one technical support in 
30-minute blocks.

• Dungeons & Dragons 
Club. 3-5 p.m. every Tues-
day. No previous gaming 
experience necessary.

Mount Vernon Public Li-
brary. 315 Snoqualmie St., 
Mount Vernon. 360-336-
6209, mountvernonwa.gov. 
• Virtual Reality. Every 

Saturday, 1-3 p.m. Must 
be 12 or older.

Anacortes Public Library. 
1220 10th St., Anacortes. 
360-299-8067, CityofAna-
cortes.org. 

Burlington Public Library. 
820 E. Washington Ave., 
Burlington. 360-755-0760, 
burlingtonwa.gov/library. 
• Knitting Club. All ages, 

Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

MUSEUMS
Pacifi c Northwest Quilt 
& Fiber Arts Museum. 
703 S. Second St., La 
Conner.11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday through 
Sunday. qfamuseum.org, 
360-466-4288. See two 
new exhibits: .
• David Owen Hastings: 

Paper + Stitch, through 
Oct. 29.

Skagit County Historical 
Museum. 360-466-3365 
or skagitcounty.net/muse-
um. Hours 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Thursday-Sunday.
• Exhibit: “More than just a 

little off  the top: barber-
shop historians.”

Museum of Northwest 
Art. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday, 
noon-5 p.m. Sunday and 
Monday. monamuseum.
org, 360-466-4446.
• Teen Art Club. A free pro-

gram for youth in grades 
6-12, where you can 
bring your friends and 
your creativity to make 
art together and inspire 
your art. Pizza, snacks, 
and art supplies will be 
provided.

MUSIC
Skagit Community Band
Maple Hall, La Conner
Oct. 13 7:30 p.m.

Ukelele Fun & Song 
Circle. Meets 1-2 p.m. 
Wednesdays, Burlington 
Senior Center. For info, 
email yogaheartspace0@
gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. 
Meets 4:30-6:30 p.m. every 
Thursday, Shelter Bay 
Clubhouse. No auditions 
required. Questions, call 
Joan at 360-941-7507.. 

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

La Conner Sunrise Food 
Bank. Food distribution 
from 2:30-5 p.m. every 
Monday, 602 S. Third St., 
La Conner. 360-488-3878. 
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Swinomish Helping 
Hands Food Bank. 
Food distribution from 
2-5 p.m. every Thursday. 
Non-essentials every 
fi rst Thursday. 17444 
Snee Oosh Road, La 
Conner. 360-856-2211. 
helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

Skagit Valley Humane 
Society. 18841 Kelleher 
Road, Burlington. 360-757-
0445. Find volunteer and 
donation opportunities on-
line at skagithumane.org.

MEETINGS
La Conner Swinomish 
Regional Library. Library 
board of trustees meets 
at 5 p.m. the 2nd Tuesday 
of the month in the library, 
520 Morris St., La Conner. 

Skagit Cemetery Dist. 1. 
Regular meetings at 5 p.m. 
every second Thursday, at 
Lori Buher’s home, 17604 
Valentine Road, Mount 
Vernon.

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor.

Sudoku, Crossword answers on page 8

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

Made with locally grown 
produce. This is a hearty 
dish as a stand-alone veg-
etarian meal. Give yourself 
some � me as this recipe 
takes over an hour of 
prepara� on. But worth it! 

Ingredients

• Eggplants, 2 medium
• Water 2 quarts
• Salt, 1 tablespoon
• Olive oil, 3 tablespoons
• Tomatoes, 2 medium
• Onion, two thick slices

Preparation

Rinse the eggplant and slice into ½ inches pieces. 
Do not peel. Place in bowl, cover with water, add 
salt and swish around. Let it sit for 30 minutes. Pre-
pare baking sheet by adding 2 tablespoons of the 
olive oil. Drain the eggplant. Put the eggplant slices 
in the oil on the baking sheet. Use your fi ngers to 
cover both sides with oil and cover the bo� om of 
the pan with oil. The eggplant will be in a single 
layer. Bake in preheated 375-degree oven for 35 
minutes, fl ipping over halfway through. While it is 
baking. Rinse the tomatoes and cut into chunks. Cut 
onion into smaller chunks. Add the remaining one 
tablespoon olive oil to a sauté plan. Add the toma-
toes and onion. Cook slowly for 25 minutes. Keep 
warm. When the eggplant has baked and is so� , 
add to the tomato mixture. Gently mix. 

AqiimuksKitchen@outlook.com

Eggplant with Tomatoes

• On Oct. 23, 1964, French existen-
tialist philosopher and writer Jean-
Paul Sartre published a letter in the 
newspaper Le Figaro to explain why 
he didn’t  want to accept the Nobel 
Prize for Literature that he’d been 
awarded the day before, stating he 
didn’t wish to take sides in the East 
and West struggle of the Cold War by 
accepting an award given by Western 
institutions.

• On Oct. 24, 1926, the world famous 
escape artist Harry Houdini, though 
ill with a high fever, cold sweats and 
pain, gave what would be his last per-
formance at the Garrick Theater in 
Detroit, Michigan. Immediately after-
ward, he was rushed to a local hospital, 
where he died a week later on Hallow-
een.

• On Oct. 25, 1955, Tappan sold the 
first microwave oven, a large, 220-volt 
model priced at $1,295. Only 34 units 
were produced that year, and didn’t 
sell well. But by 2000, the ovens could 
be found in 90% of American homes.

• On Oct. 26, 1977, the last natural 
case of smallpox was discovered in 
Merca District, Somalia. Three years 
later, the World Health Organization 
declared the disease eradicated. To 
date it remains the sole infectious dis-
ease to have achieved that distinction.

• On Oct. 27, 2013, singer-
songwriter Lou Reed died at the age 
of 71 from a liver-related illness. The 
Velvet Underground frontman had 
undergone a liver transplant and was 
known for his heavy alcohol and drug 
use.

• On Oct. 28, 2011, British Common-
wealth leaders unanimously agreed 
that female heirs to the throne would 
be equal in the rules of succession. The 
previous rules, in place for over three 
centuries, had decreed that first-born 
sons had the right to the throne, while 
daughters would only inherit the mon-
archy if no sons had been born or sur-
vived. It was also agreed to lift the ban 
barring British monarchs from marry-
ing Roman Catholics.

• On Oct. 29, 1982, Lindy Chamber-
lain was found guilty of the murder of 
her 9-week-old daughter, Azaria, after 
a jury dismissed her claim that a wild 
dingo actually took the baby during a 
family camping trip.

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc. 

FROM KING FEATURES WEEKLY SERVICE, 

628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803 
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• On Oct. 23, 1964, French existen-
tialist philosopher and writer Jean-
Paul Sartre published a letter in the 
newspaper Le Figaro to explain why 
he didn’t  want to accept the Nobel 
Prize for Literature that he’d been 
awarded the day before, stating he 
didn’t wish to take sides in the East 
and West struggle of the Cold War by 
accepting an award given by Western 
institutions.

• On Oct. 24, 1926, the world famous 
escape artist Harry Houdini, though 
ill with a high fever, cold sweats and 
pain, gave what would be his last per-
formance at the Garrick Theater in 
Detroit, Michigan. Immediately after-
ward, he was rushed to a local hospital, 
where he died a week later on Hallow-
een.

• On Oct. 25, 1955, Tappan sold the 
first microwave oven, a large, 220-volt 
model priced at $1,295. Only 34 units 
were produced that year, and didn’t 
sell well. But by 2000, the ovens could 
be found in 90% of American homes.

• On Oct. 26, 1977, the last natural 
case of smallpox was discovered in 
Merca District, Somalia. Three years 
later, the World Health Organization 
declared the disease eradicated. To 
date it remains the sole infectious dis-
ease to have achieved that distinction.

• On Oct. 27, 2013, singer-
songwriter Lou Reed died at the age 
of 71 from a liver-related illness. The 
Velvet Underground frontman had 
undergone a liver transplant and was 
known for his heavy alcohol and drug 
use.

• On Oct. 28, 2011, British Common-
wealth leaders unanimously agreed 
that female heirs to the throne would 
be equal in the rules of succession. The 
previous rules, in place for over three 
centuries, had decreed that first-born 
sons had the right to the throne, while 
daughters would only inherit the mon-
archy if no sons had been born or sur-
vived. It was also agreed to lift the ban 
barring British monarchs from marry-
ing Roman Catholics.

• On Oct. 29, 1982, Lindy Chamber-
lain was found guilty of the murder of 
her 9-week-old daughter, Azaria, after 
a jury dismissed her claim that a wild 
dingo actually took the baby during a 
family camping trip.

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc. 

FROM KING FEATURES WEEKLY SERVICE, 

628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803 

CUSTOMER SERVICE: (800) 708-7311 EXT. 

257   

MOMENTS IN TIME #12345_20231009  

FOR RELEASE OCT. 9, 2023



PAGE 10 • LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS • OCTOBER 11, 2023

POLICE BLOTTER
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Save Time, Save Money 
Save the Enviroment
with digital invoicing

Send your email address to
info@laconnernews.com     

and your next invoice will 
be delivered to your inbox.
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-

Sunday, October 1
12:26 p.m. Dog watcher – 
Report of a dog left in a vehicle 
that the caller thought might be 
in distress. The dog was checked 
on and found to be in good health 
and was ok in the car. S. 1st St., 
La Conner.

12:59 p.m. No longer lost – A 
subject who appeared to be 
confused and possibly on drugs 
was walking up people’s drive-
ways and seemed to be lost. A 
deputy contacted the subject who 
thought he was in Mount Vernon 
and did not know what he was 
doing. Warrants were confi rmed 
on the subject and he was ar-
rested and transported from the 
area. Valentine Rd., Greater La 
Conner.

Monday, October 2
11:28 p.m. Teens with car – Re-
port of two vehicles with teenag-
ers doing doughnuts and driving 
recklessly in the marina parking 
lot. A deputy was able to contact 
them but did not observe the driv-
ing. A warning was given and the 
subjects were asked to leave the 
area. N. 2nd St., La Conner.

Tuesday, October 3
6:32 a.m. Car vs. Pedestrian – 
Subjects working in the area of 
Fir Island tried to cross the road 
in front of oncoming traffi  c. One 
of the subjects was struck by a 
vehicle at a high speed. The road 
was shut down for some time 
and the patient was fi rst taken to 

Skagit Valley Hospital and then 
airlifted to Harborview. No impair-
ment or crimes reported for the 
driver. Fir Island Rd., Conway.

Thursday, October 4
 7:49 p.m. Road killed – Report 
of a dead deer blocking the 
roadway. No report of an MVA. 
The deer was removed from the 
area. Maple Ave. / Pioneer Pkwy., 
La Conner.

Friday, October 5
2:22 p.m. Slip slided away 
– Boat stolen from the marina 
sometime over the past two days. 
Boat has not been recovered and 
no suspect information. Small 
dinghy style with 25hp outboard. 
N. 2nd St., La Conner.

8:05 p.m. Left behind – Report 
of an abandoned vehicle on 
private property. The caller was 
directed to the health department 
who deals with junk or hulk 
vehicles. The VIN was run and 
was confi rmed as NOT stolen. 
Bradshaw Rd., Greater La 
Conner.

Saturday, October 6
6:41 p.m. Hit and skipped – Hit 
and run MVA where the sus-
pect had fl ed south on Best and 
towards Conway. Witnesses lost 
sight of the vehicle and a deputy 
tried to head it off  in Conway 
but did not locate it. Unknown 
suspect info. McLean / Best Rds., 
Greater La Conner.

Marina MOORINGS
Port of Skagit

The Port of Skagit hosted 
two massive events on the last 
weekend of September to benefi t 
and promote the Genuine Skagit 
Valley program. The Tidewater 
Boil and Skagit Farm to Pint 
Fest were, as reported in this 
paper, both big successes. More 
than 150 people for dinner the 
fi rst night and about 600 for 

the Farm to Pint Fest made for 
a busy and exciting weekend, 
especially for the La Conner 
Marina’s fi rst time hosting. 
The Genuine Skagit Valley 
program does outstanding work 
showcasing local farms and 
enhancing the value of Skagit 
Valley agricultural products 
and services. The Port of Skagit 

is proud to be a part of this 
important work.  

The weather is staying nice 
and we still have guests coming, 
especially into the RV park. 
There are a few boating guests 
on F dock enjoying the weather 
but there is plenty of room for 
more if anyone is thinking about 
taking the boat out. 

Safety and Maintenance: ‘Tis 
the season for winterizing your 
boat. There are lots of resources 
out there about how to do it and 
procedures vary for each engine 
and piece of equipment. How-

ever, there are some things that 
apply to everyone. First, water 
will freeze and expand when 
it does. Drain everything that 
can be drained (as per owner’s 
manuals) and don’t forget your 
waste water system. Second, if 
you have a water-lift muffl  er you 
most likely have an anti-siphon 
valve on your raw water system. 
Clean this to make sure it’s not 
blocked up with salt or debris 
so air can freely move through 
it and prevent water siphoning 
into your exhaust manifold. 
Third, exercise the seacocks on 
your through hull fi ttings. They 
should turn easily and while you 
are winterizing is a good time to 
work them.

One thing that does not 

always get noticed is to turn 
off  all of your pumps. A tenant 
had an on-demand washdown 
pump with a hose and nozzle 
on it. When he left the boat, the 
pump stayed on and somehow 
the nozzle blew off . Luckily the 
hose landed on the swimstep 
and the water fl owed away. It 
could just as easily have been in 
the boat and it’s unlikely that the 
bilge pump could have matched 
the fl ow. Just something to think 
about. 

Finally, we still have the row-
boat we found in the slough. If 
anyone would like to claim it we 
would be happy for it to have a 
new home.  

See you on the Channel!
— Chris Omdal, harbormaster

By Bill Reynolds

As a youth whose World War 
II veteran father was a book-
ing agent in the entertainment 
industry, Ramon Hayes grew up 
familiar with the celebrities who 
gained fame amid the emerging 
new world of television. 

“I was invited to Liberace’s 
birthday party,” Hayes, 54, re-
cently recalled with a chuckle. “I 
didn’t attend.” 

Hayes was perhaps refl ecting 
on how later in life as a long-
serving public offi  cial, he would 
be called upon to make decisions 
of far greater importance. 

“I like to think of myself as be-
ing pretty thick-skinned,” he told 
the Weekly News, while looking 
back upon 16 years at the Town’s 
helm, the longest mayoral tenure 
in La Conner history. 

The four-term La Conner 
mayor will vacate Town Hall 
in December. Yet while battle- 
tested in the realm of local 
politics, Hayes, a classically 
trained pianist, readily yields to 
the example set by his father, 
Raymond, who served in the 
legendary Devil’s Brigade that 
sustained an 80 per cent casualty 
rate in the European theater of 
the Second World War. 

An elite American-Canadian 
unit – formally named the First 
Special Service Force – its men 
trained for diffi  cult cold-weather 
mountain-warfare missions. 

Hayes’ father, though wound-

ed, survived combat in Italy and 
returned to launch a career in 
show biz. One of his clients was 
superstar Canadian singer Anne 
Murray, who has sold nearly 60 
million album copies and reg-
ularly performed for more than 
four decades, starting in 1967. 

Because of his dad’s work, 
the son spent one summer living 
at the Aladdin Hotel on the Las 
Vegas strip. 

In retrospect, it was something 
of a gamble for Hayes to fi le for 
offi  ce in 2007. True, he ran unop-
posed. But Hayes said he had to 
quickly solve the learning curve 
that goes with the job while 
juggling the stresses of running a 
business. On top of that, his and 
wife Heidi’s daughter, Victoria, 

now a student at the University 
of Washington, was then just 
entering kindergarten. 

Hayes said he quickly learned 
to compartmentalize, separating 
as much as possible his mayoral 
duties from other aspects of his 
life. 

He also learned the value of 
seeking out the counsel of others. 

“I got great advice from John 
Doyle, when he was our town 
administrator,” said Hayes. “He 
said to focus on the projects.” 

Over time, those would be 
many. 

Too many, in fact, for Hayes 
to cite in a single interview. Nor 
will he claim sole ownership of 
them, always careful to credit 
what he terms “the team” of staff , 
elected and appointed offi  cials, 
community leaders and key part-
ners engaged in stewarding those 
projects to completion. 

That’s been the case for: 

• Upgraded drainage, 
sidewalks and paving on the 
Washington Street loop. 

• Replacement of the Sherman 
Street boat launch. 

• Development of the Sixth 
Street skateboard park. 

• Construction of the new 
Caledonia Street pump 
station. 

• Installation of I-5 freeway 
signage highlighting the 
town’s historic waterfront.

Sweet 16: Ramon Hayes refl ects on four 
terms as Town of La Conner’s mayor

OUTGOING MAYOR— Ramon 
Hayes, with wife Heidi, was fi rst 
elected in 2007, a long time ago.

– Photo courtesy of Ramon Hayes

BEAVER TALES COFFEE & Tea

Coffee with a Tlingit Kick!!!

(continued on page 6)
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