
VOL. 16 • NO. 44 WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2024 $1.25www.laconnerweeklynews.com

Your Independent Hometown Award-winning Newspaper

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS 

Greg Whiting an energetic entrepreneur • p 5
Brad Bradford has biked 5,000 miles • p 8

(continued on page 8)

(continued on page 6)

More Maple Avenue housing

CONSTRUCTION HAS STARTED - SummitX Contractors brought its equipment to the Snapdragon Flats apartment site at 
Park Street and Maple Avenue early last week. Their staff predict two months of infrastructure work, putting in sewer, curbs 
and sidewalks. Building construction is a separate project. Developer C.J. Ebert plans two three-unit apartment buildings built 
into the north and south sides of the bluff at the north end of Park Street called by many “The Rock.” – Photo by Ken Stern

By Adam Sowards

At the eighth annual Skagit Ag 
Summit, on Friday, Feb. 9, about 
75 people working or interested in 
agriculture spent the day learning and 
sharing critical developments in local 
agriculture topics at the event hosted 
by WSU Skagit County Extension.

During a panel discussion about 
economic viability, farmer Jason 
VanderKooy, co-owner of Harmony 
Dairy, answered a question about suc-
cession planning. It is one of the most 
difficult things in family farming, said 
VanderKooy. He recommended hiring 
experts to help the process. Finally, 
he said it was essential that everyone 
understands the plan. 

Make VanderKooy’s specific advice 
more general and it captures much 
of the day’s conversations: farming 
and planning for the future is hard, 
resources are available to help farmers 
and making sure the public knows 
what farmers do is necessary. 

The agriculture sector faces many 
challenges. For example, VanderKooy 
explained how he does not know the 
price paid for his farm’s milk until 45 
days after it is hauled away. In a world 
market, there is no way to control 
the prices. Others also noted high 
costs of labor and living in Western 
Washington along with concerns about 
regulatory pressures from Olympia. 

Threats to future farming include the 

pressure to develop farmland. Sarah 
Stoner, coordinator of the county’s 
Farmland Legacy Program, outlined 
those concerns. She spoke about how 
the program has protected almost 
15,000 acres of farmland using conser-
vation easements. 

Economic and development pres-
sures are challenging enough, but two 
panels tackled the ongoing uncertainty 
about weather and water. 

The panel dealing with weather 
variability shared an unclear outlook. 
Future climate scenarios anticipate 
Skagit Valley having many more 
warm summer nights with an unclear 
water outlook. There are programs and 
efforts to develop resiliency, improve 
irrigation efficiency and build soil 
health to strengthen farmers’ ability to 
withstand this uncertainty. 

Nathan Sakuma of Sakuma Brothers 
Farms described several challeng-
es the weather presents, including 
having to protect workers from smoke 
during the increasingly common bad 
wildfire seasons. The berries Sakuma 
Brothers grow struggle with winter 
weather temperatures that rise too high 
and then drop, affecting the berries’ 
dormancy. While planning to experi-
ment with new cultivars, they are now 
managing short-term “triage,” said 
Sakuma. 

Water availability and rights hung 
over many of the discussions, not just 
the panel devoted to it. Farmers need 

to know if they will have sufficient 
water, but those who have junior water 
rights face great uncertainty when they 
are planning what to plant during years 
like 2024 with its low snowpack. 

But farmers are not alone in facing 
the challenges that come with farming. 

Programs discussed during Friday 
included everything from leadership 
development and suicide prevention 
to noxious weed removal to voluntary 
stewardship. Representatives from 
county, state and federal offices de-
scribed opportunities for grant funding 
or other assistance. Faculty from WSU 
Extension also shared results of re-
search designed to build more agricul-
tural success. 

If farmers do not take advantage 
of some of these programs, they may 
close. Using these voluntary, non-
regulatory programs is a way to gain 
benefits on farms and forestall possible 
increased regulations, according to 
several speakers. 

Creating opportunities for this shar-
ing of information was a key compo-
nent of the meeting. 

We live in a “transformative time,” 
said Owen Peth, a fifth-generation 
farmer who operates a ranch near Bow. 
Skagit County is a “desirable place to 
live and farm,” said Peth. It is also a 
good place to develop commercially. 
Farmers keenly feel that pressure. 

Skagit Ag Summit explores issues, 
resources and stories for farmers

By Bill Reynolds

Community members and La Conner Schools 
officials met Thursday to kick around ideas on how 
to structure the high school football program given 
fallen enrollment. 

Unless 25 La Conner High students firmly 
commit by mid-March to playing football this fall, 
only three viable options remain for the upcoming 
season – eliminate football, play an eight-man 
schedule with no post-season opportunity, or 
combine with the 2A state championship 11-man 
Anacortes High School program – La Conner sec-
ondary principal and director of athletics Christine 
Tripp said. 

“We want a decision made in a month or so,” 
Tripp said at a 90-minute Feb. 8 public forum at 
the La Conner Middle School Library. “(Football) 
schedules are being crafted as we’re speaking now. 

“We’ve been struggling with numbers in football 
for several years,” Tripp noted. “We’re a small 
2B school with a football program having small 
numbers.” 

In fact, said Tripp, the school is the state’s small-
est 2B school in terms of student enrollment. Even 
so, it offers football and boys’ soccer in the  fall. 

Last year, 23 boys turned out for soccer. The 
football team had 18 players on its roster, with as 
few as 13 available for some games due to injury 
or illness. 

“The last couple years,” said Tripp, “we’ve had 
to opt out of a couple games for lack of players.” 

“In a perfect world,” she said, “you want at least 
‘two times plus’ the number of players on the field 
for a football roster.” 

La Conner High 
School football 
future in doubt

By Ken Stern

Black Press Ltd., owner of the Everett Herald’s 
parent company, Sound Publishing, is seeking 
a sale to new ownership as part of a corporate 
restructuring transaction, Black Press announced 
Jan. 15 and reported in the Lynnwood Times. That 
day Black Press obtained an Initial Order from the 
Supreme Court of British Columbia in Vancouver.

The ownership group would include Canadian 
institutional investors Canso Investment Counsel, 
Deans Knight Capital Management and Carpenter 
Media Group, the Times reports. 

Carpenter has operations in Texas, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Tennessee, Georgia, North Carolina, 
Virginia and Kentucky. 

Black Press is filing Chapter 15 of Title 11 of the 
United States Code in the United States Bankruptcy 
Court for the District of Delaware, it stated in its 
press release.

Black Press publishes 150 daily and weekly 
newspapers, magazines and websites in Canada 
and the United States. Sound Publishing has more 
than 30 titles and associated websites in the Puget 
Sound region.

The Everett Herald is Black Press Media’s larg-
est Washington state publication with a circulation 
between 21,000 to 24,000. 

By Bill Reynolds

After having survived last 
month’s primary by a single vote, 
Bruce James, Jr. emerged from 
the Swinomish Indian Tribal 
Community general election 
on Saturday with a comfortable 
victory for a five-year Senate term 
outpolling Myrtle Rivas 167-124. 

Rivas had led a three-candi-
date field with 97 votes in a low 
turnout bad weather day Jan. 20 
primary election. James followed 
with 84. Three-term incumbent 
Brian Wilbur, had 83 votes and 
was eliminated by a lone ballot. 

Prior to the primary, James told 
the Swinomish Qyuuqs publica-

tion that his “main goals are to 
work hard to represent the voices 
of our members, update our cur-
rent enrollment policies and look 
for funding to provide additional 
help for our children and elders.” 
James has served on Swinomish 
committees addressing fisheries, 
housing and gaming.

In the other race, Rodney John 
unseated incumbent Eric Day by a 
175-111 margin. 

Those numbers reflected the 
trend set in the primary, during 
which John garnered 103 votes to 
88 for Day. Third place candidate 
James Bobb received 69 votes. 

John, who had narrowly missed 
advancing to the 2020 general 

election, ran on a robust campaign 
platform highlighting econom-
ic development, elder service, 
support for single parents and 
workforce opportunities. 

“We have a great foundation,” 
John told Qyuuqs, “and need to 
continue to grow and improve 
what we have for a better quality 
of life for our community.” 

The 11 member Senate is the 
governing body of the Swinomish 
Indian Tribal Community. The 
senators will be sworn in March 5.

Chairman Steve Edwards 
thanked all Tribal members who 
showed up to cast their vote. “We 
had a voter turnout of 42%,” 
Edwards said in a Tribe press 

release. He thanked “each of 
the candidates for their interest 
in serving and their hard work 
campaigning.” Edwards thanked 
outgoing Senators Brian Wilbur 
and Eric Day for their service to 
the Tribe. 

The Swinomish Indian Tribal 
Community is a federally rec-
ognized Indian Tribe with more 
than 1,000 members. Swinomish 
is a legal successor to aboriginal 
bands that signed the 1855 Treaty 
of Point Elliott. Its reservation is 
located 65 miles North of Seattle, 
Washington on Fidalgo Island.

Seats held by Alana Quintasket 
and Sophie Bailey are up for 
election in 2025. 

Black Press, owner  
of Everett Herald, 
files for bankruptcy

James, John win seats in Swinomish Tribal Senate election Holiday Closures
Presidents’ Day, 
Monday, Feb. 19

Banks: Closed 
Buses: Regular service

Library: Closed
Post Office: Closed 

Schools: Closed 
Town Hall: Closed

County, state, federal 
government: Closed
Trash Pick Up: Yes

Honoring our highest hopes
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Too many of us lie awake 
worrying about what will happen 
if someone in our family gets 
seriously ill. Will I be able to find 
affordable health care? Do we 
have enough nurses and doctors 
in our rural, community hospi-
tals? 

That’s why, as your legislator 
and vice chair of the House 
Education Committee, I’m 
committed to tackling our health 
care workforce on the front end – 
with our students. 

This legislative session, I in-
troduced House Bill 2236 which 
expands and strengthens career 
and technical education in our 
high schools by creating the Core 
Plus Allied Health Care program. 

Today’s Core Plus programs 
provide hands-on learning and 
transferrable skills that lead to 
careers in aerospace, construction 
and maritime. Just last year, I 
attended a Core Plus event that 
celebrated more than 1,000 high 
school graduates hired for Boeing 
manufacturing positions. 

With House Bill 2236, now is 
the time to expand this program 
to our health care industry. Now 
is the time to encourage a new 
generation of young adults excit-
ed to serve in critical health care 
roles. Now is the time to develop 
a robust health care workforce 
that supports our rural commu-

nities. 
Core Plus Allied Health Care 

is a huge leap towards preparing 
our students for high-demand, 
meaningful jobs that serve our 
community. The strength of this 
program is the partnership with 
employers and school districts 
that focus on work-based learning 
and industry-validated curricu-
lum. 

With passage of this bill, the 
Core Plus Allied Health Care pro-
gram will initially focus on long-
term care, medical assistance/
certified nursing assistance and 
physical therapy/sports medicine. 

The need for trained profes-
sionals in these fields is real. Ac-
cording to the Washington Health 
Workforce Council, nursing 
assistants, physical therapists and 
home care aides are among the 
most needed positions in assisted 
living, skilled nursing facilities. 
Our state does not have enough 
workers to care for our oldest res-

idents. Addressing this problem 
through the Core Plus program 
makes a lot of sense. 

As of writing this, House 
Bill 2236 is awaiting a vote in 
the House of Representatives. I 
expect this to happen in the next 
few days – and I am proud to 
have sponsored this bill. 

With Core Plus Allied Health 
Care, I’m making sure that you 
have the peace of mind that 
comes from knowing that your 
family has access to quality 
health care. 

Thank you for the opportunity 
to continue my life-long 
dedication to public service. As 
a veteran having attended the 
U.S. Naval Academy, graduated 
from Naval Nuclear Power 
School, trained at a naval nuclear 
reactor plant and served in the 
Middle East and Southeast Asia 
as a public affairs officer, I am 
honored to serve you here in the 
Washington State Legislature. 

This modern world. It works against us humans, as individuals, 
families and communities and in people’s efforts to get along 
together and build a common place. The norms of living, of doing 
business, are you aware of how often they work against you?

The Weekly News is handicapped in publishing and distribut-
ing each issue to you by this modern world. 

As subscribers, you are customers. The Weekly News’ respon-
sibility is to deliver excellent customer service. Probably the most 
frequent call to the office is, “Where is my paper? Why wasn’t it 
delivered on time – or at all?”

This year a handful of subscribers have made that call. Two, 
the same week, were at addresses near each other, on Pleasant 
Ridge. I gave my usual answer: If your issue had your mailing 
label and gets to the La Conner post office, it is the post office’s 
responsibility to bring it to you.

Turns out, the Seattle post office is in the equation. Mail not 
delivered by La Conner postal staff goes to Seattle then Mount 
Vernon or Anacortes or each local post office, then to your home.

In the old days local mail stayed local. In the name of efficien-
cies, critical mass aggregation and cost savings, La Conner 
first-class mail now first goes to Seattle.

But what saves the post office money is not good for the local 
community, the Weekly News or democracy when a Wednesday 
paper is delivered the following Wednesday, seven days later. 
Old news is old news. Promoted events, including paid ads, are 
not effective. Merchants are more upset than readers when their 
Presidents Day promotion is seen after the sale is over.

The nation’s – the culture’s – priorities have changed, run over 
by the relentless drive to make more money faster. The biggest 
corporations, elbowing their way to first in line, pressure politi-
cians to rig the game in their favor. For decades federal commu-
nications regulations have tilted toward mega corporations.

Not so when President George Washington passed the Postal 
Act of 1792 establishing the Postal Service. “The act ensured 
newspapers could be sent at low mail rates, which facilitated 
a free press across the new states,” it states on the National 
Constitution Center’s website.

Congress created second-class postage to favor newspapers 
so common people – even if they were predominantly white men 
– could more readily obtain news of the day. 

The white postal trucks you see on the road Sundays? They 
are contracted by Amazon, delivering its packages to customers. 
That is an agreement reached by rule makers, just as raising 
periodical rates the last 50 years is a conscious decision by 
powerful people.

Now, in an age of instantaneous information, having the 
delivery of the local newspaper slowed down because of be-
nign neglect by a government system atrophied and absent 
of a purpose of creating an informed citizenry is to hear more 
nails hammered into coffins carrying the death of small, vibrant 
communities.

Keep local news local. But news not delivered in a timely 
fashion, is not very valuable. A newspaper’s readers rightly seek 
fresh news, a commodity that quickly goes stale. Newspapers 
arriving days after the edition date may over time not be read. 
Subscriptions may not be renewed. Advertisers may take their 
business elsewhere, for the promise of a fair exchange, of get-
ting ads in front of the community, is broken. 

Democracy is about making decisions. It is about people gath-
ering information to make informed choices – and not only about 
candidates on election day. Democracy is not about conve-
nience, about Sunday delivery in a postal truck. If people desire 
and are satisfied with that, with your tax dollars at work so more 
stuff can be acquired more quickly, then our ever more commod-
ified society will tilt toward what we can afford. And a newspaper 
arriving days late in the mail is a very disposable item.

And that freedom of the press, government watchdog, eyes of 
the people, the people’s mouthpiece? Maybe newspapers are a 
quaint, old, 18th century artifact, like powdered wigs, breeches 
and knee-high stockings, all out of fashion.

Two good questions: Who is your government serving? Who is 
it delivering for?

Early training of health-care pros

Where is our 
storm sewer?

When we bought our home in 
La Conner in January of 2019, 
we were told that our block, the 
only block on Washington Street 
where there is no storm sewer, 
was in “Phase 2” of the proj-
ect to provide storm drainage 
throughout the town. Shortly 
after we moved in, members 
of the town council told us that 
there was no money at present 
for such improvements. We 
were asked to be patient.

Our lot periodically floods and 
such phenomena as atmospher-
ic rivers leave behind a pond 
of 6-8 inches in depth, which 
can remain flooded for several 
weeks and which occasional-
ly requires our public works 
department to install “ROAD 
FLOODED” signage. When this 
happens, I don my calf-high 
muck boots and install a sign 
that reads, “Lake La Conner, 
No Swimming or Fishing.” My 
neighbors understand this to be 
a joke.

Last year, while the sign was 
up, the mayor assured me that 
money for the storm sewer on 
our block was in the 2023 town 
budget and that work installing 

it should take place during the 
summer months. This work did 
not happen.

For five full years now we 
have paid a monthly sum of 
$27.05 for “Storm Drain Ser-
vices” that do not exist. Imagine 
my frustration when reading in 
the La Conner Weekly News 
that last year’s $971,884 budget 
surplus was largely “due to prof-
its in the water, storm drainage, 
sewer and compost programs.” 

I think it only fair at this point 
for the Town of La Conner to 
redistribute parts of its budget 
surplus to residents who do not 
receive the services for which 
they have been charged. If I’m 
doing the math right, at this 
point I should expect a check for 
$1,623. Alternately, I’d be sat-
isfied if they’d complete Phase 
2 of the storm sewer system, as 
promised. 

John S. Farnsworth
La Conner

Muzzall is wrong  
on progressivism

As he stated last week in his 
legislative column, Sen Ron 
Muzzall (R-Oak Harbor) has a 
problem with progressivism. It 
appears he does not understand 

what progressivism is about and 
attempts to use it as a whipping 
boy for our state’s (and the 
nation’s) horrific problem with 
“behavioral health and substance 
abuse.”

That reasoning is as flawed as 
the Republican Party’s sugges-
tion that the Jan. 6 insurrectionist 
riot was instigated by the left 
with the cooperation of “the 
Feds.”

Progressivism is the attempt to 
level the playing field which is 
presently geared to reward the 
wealthy at the cost of the middle 
class and those further down the 
economic ladder. 

I would suggest to the sena-
tor that “behavioral health and 
substance abuse,” homelessness 
and related issues are more likely 
caused by a sense of hopeless-
ness and despair due to an eco-
nomic situation that is stacked 
against them. Tax breaks for 
corporations and the wealthy, the 
trickle down economic mentality 
since the Reagan administration 
and the disempowerment of 
the unions to represent workers 
have economically and psycho-
logically harmed the majority 
of Americans and tarnished the 
American dream. 

Jai Boreen
La Conner

By Greg Whiting

One of the least publicized but 
nevertheless significant obstacles 
to the new infrastructure required 
to support development of new 
energy resources is that this in-
frastructure can be unsightly. 

A few years ago, I was work-
ing on a consulting assignment 
at a well-known university. Man-
agement had a strong interest in 
developing on-campus renewable 
resources. Funding was easy to 
acquire. The biggest obstacle to 
progress was that a politically 
powerful, well-funded neighbor-
hood association nearby includ-

ed homes that overlooked the 
campus. Any proposed project 
that had any possibility of being 
aesthetically displeasing could 
be held up for years, or dropped 
entirely, as a result of legal chal-
lenges from just a few neighbors. 

In looking into how to address 
such “viewshed” objections, it 
became obvious that the problem 

isn’t that energy infrastructure 
has to exist. It is that people 
think energy infrastructure looks 
“too industrial.” 

Application of artistic creativi-
ty can change even the most bru-
talist infrastructure from some-
thing that people want to hide, 
to something people want to 
display. The City of Seattle has 
long invited local artists to paint 
murals on downtown transform-
er boxes, upgrading them from 
bland green sidewalk bricks to 
works of public art. Seattle City 
Light also built its downtown 
Denny Substation to enclose and 
conceal what would normally 

be exposed transformers and 
wires. The Denny Substation is 
a landmark and a destination, 
not an eyesore. It incorporates 
public-purpose features like open 
space, various art displays, a dog 
walking area and even an energy 
educational center. 

A few years ago, an Icelandic 
architectural firm created a con-
ceptual design for transmission 
line towers called the “Land of 
Giants.” The concept drawings 
are easy to find on the Internet. 
This work shows how to turn 
even mundane high-voltage line 
support structures into art – in 
this case, metal sculptures of gi-

ant people holding the transmis-
sion lines. It doesn’t take much 
to imagine that Skagit County 
could use the same general 
idea and build future transmis-
sion towers in the valley in the 
shape of a tulip. Up towards the 
mountains, they could be built 
to resemble sasquatch or leaping 
salmon. 

Solar panels don’t have to be 
installed in boring flat row after 
flat row. Solar panel support 
structures can be built as “solar 
trees.” In a solar tree, structural 
supports and solar panels work 

Infrastructure need not be brutish: Let a thousand solar panels bloom

Correction
Read Mel Damski’s entire Feb. 7 column on the La Conner Weekly 

News website, www.laconnerweeklynews.com. The editor regrets 
that all the zookeeper’s words were not in last week’s issue.



Ingeborg Siller

Ingeborg Siller: Born Oct 15, 
1931, made her transition to the 
afterlife Jan. 9, 2024. What a 
full life this 92-year-old woman 
had! 

She survived World War II as 
a refugee and as a Near Death 
Experiencer (NDEer) when 
she died at the hands of a U.S. 
soldier, crossed over to the other 
side, and came back to live the 
rest of her life as an immigrant 
to the U.S., mom to two girls 
and their mates, Oma to three 
grandkids and their partners, and 
three great-grandchildren. 

She was a chemist in 
Germany, ran a deli, managed 
health food stores, volunteered 
for a local conservation district, 
Padilla Bay Reserve, La 
Conner Library, Skagit County 
Historical Museum, La Conner 
Senior Center.

Near the end of her long life, 
her world got a bit smaller, but 
she still enjoyed nature from her 
window: fed the birds daily, and 

tended to her porch garden. The 
day before her transition, she 
squeezed my hand every time I 
mentioned her loved ones, and 
adventures from her lifetime.

Now Inge is beaming her love 
from across the veil. Auf Wie-
dersehen, Inge! which literally 
translates to “until our reunion; 
that we may see each other 
again.” 

I will celebrate her life by 
dancing at the Summer La 
Conner Live concerts. It was our 
Sunday daughter and mom date. 
With love, Elke Macartney
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Feb. 14 birthday 
lament for males

Here is a toast, a nod and a 
wink to all the guys with birth-
days today, who, romantically 
engaged, do not get a dinner out, 
except if they do they are expect-
ed to both make the reservations 
and pick up the tab. 

April might be the cruelest 
month and Dec. 25 birthdays 
are almost as difficult to smile 
through, so here is recognition 
for all those tough birth days.

Shirley A. (Schneider) 
Steinman

Sept. 18, 1948 - Nov. 6, 2023

Shirley Steinman passed away 
peacefully surrounded by family 
and friends at her home in Trout 
Creek, Montana, on Nov. 6, 
2023. 

Shirley grew up in Stanwood 
and was a graduate of Stan-
wood High School. Some of 
the other places Shirley called 
home were La Conner, Mount 
Vernon and Trout Creek, Mon-
tana. Before retiring and mov-
ing to Montana, Shirley worked 
for many years as the Office 
Manager at Northrup King Seed 
Co. in Skagit Country and as 
Manager of the Mount Vernon 
RV Park. 

Shirley loved to fish, hunt, 
cook and garden but socializ-
ing was her favorite. Shirley 
loved all the friends she made 
throughout her life. She also 
cherished and loved her family. 
Shirley was the youngest and 
had three siblings, a sister and 
two brothers. She was a wife, 
mother, stepmother, mother 

in-law, grandmother, great 
grandmother, sister, sister in-
law, daughter in-law, aunt and a 
really loved friend to many. 

Shirley is missed immense-
ly by her family, friends and 
favorite four-legged kid, Josie. 
You can be sure Shirley and 
Larry are together again! Make 
sure you smile each day while 
thinking of your memories with 
Shirley.

A Celebration of Life will 
be held early summer in Trout 
Creek, Montana.

Memorial donations can be 
made to the Cancer Society or 
your favorite animal shelter.

Member SIPC

Scott A Price
Financial Advisor
P O Box 795
La Conner, WA 98257
360-466-2933

Should you consider converting to 
a Roth IRA?
We can explain.

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894O-A AECSPAD

Follow Your Heart to Caravan Gallery
619 S 1st Street La Conner, WA   360-466-4808

10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Now
Selling

Sauna Kits
Multiple styles, sizes
and accessories to

choose from

2600 Cedardale Rd, Mount Vernon | 360-424-4548 | Soundcedar.com

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com

Two Moons Gallery: 620 S. First Street, La Conner: 360.466.3640
Open 7 days a week.

The Arctic Freeze is gone and 
spring is around the corner and we have 

great deals in store for you!

Simple Elegance and a Serious Touch of Whimsey

GALLERY & GIFTS
620 S. First St. , La Conner

360. 466.1920

����� �����

����� �����Gifts Gifts
Gifts

Gifts Gifts

Gifts

Sale Dates 2/15 – 2/29/24

SHOP LOCAL & CELEBRATE!

EVERYTHING 
IS AT LEAST 20% OFF

Our 28th Anniversary Sale

Carmen Spofford

On Nov. 2, 2023, after a short 
but fierce battle with cancer, Car-
men Spofford died in Anacortes at 
the age of 79. Carmen was born 
on June 7, 1944, in the village of 
Seeshaupt, Germany, to Marga-
rete Horney. Carmen’s father was 
a French POW who disappeared 
before she was born. 

Margarete was an actress and 
Carmen was raised by her grand-
parents until the age of 5, when 
she and her mother moved to the 
U.S. in search of a better life. 
They settled in Plattsburgh, New 
York, where Margarete met and 
married Leslie Spofford, a piano 
tuner and record store owner.

Carmen graduated from high 
school in Plattsburgh and went on 
to earn a degree in interior design 
from the Rochester Institute of 
Technology, launching her career. 
She helped continually redesign 
the department store Filene’s in 
Boston for many years, and even-
tually did the same at the Bon 
Marché in Seattle.

In 1972, while visiting a friend 
in La Conner, Carmen met Bruce 
Wick, a commercial fisherman. 
Ten years later they began a bi-
coastal romance, and 10 years af-
ter that they married. In her direct 
manner she asked him, “When are 
you going to make an honest girl 
out of me?” And so he did.

Among Carmen’s many 
passions were modern visual art, 
music (ranging from opera to 
jazz), and theater (ranging from 
Shakespeare to Pinter). Once she 
moved to Anacortes, she spent 
time in Seattle every week to take 
in the many cultural offerings 
there, but also engaged in the arts 
in Skagit County. She served as 
president of the board of direc-
tors of the Skagit Symphony for 
several years.

She was also a gourmet cook, 
and she and Bruce traveled 
frequently to Europe, always 
stopping in Germany to visit her 
relatives there. She remembered 
her many friends’ birthdays, 
and called them often, not only 
to share news but to hear their 
voices.

Carmen is survived by her 
loving husband Bruce and several 
cousins. A celebration of her life 
will be held this spring. Donations 
in her memory may be made to 
the Skagit Symphony or the Mu-
seum of Northwest Art.

For every joy that passes, 
something beautiful remains.

By Bill Reynolds

While it’s been a hot topic in 
La Conner for decades, the last 
word on parking likely won’t be 
spoken here anytime soon. 

And the always lively local 
conversation continues 6 p.m. 
Feb. 20 at the Civic Garden Club 
on South Second Street. 

The second in a series of 
in-person “community mingles” 
will address all angles of down-
town parking, from traffic safety 
and pedestrian access to signage 
and revenue opportunities. 

“We’re wanting to solicit 
input on what if any changes 
and improvements the public 
wants to see regarding parking,” 
Assistant Planner Ajah Eills told 
the Weekly News. “We need a 
lot of different viewpoints to 
understand all aspects of the 
topic.” 

The planning staff have crafted 
a format that encourages what 
she terms “conversations be-
tween neighbors.” 

“Everything will be on the 
table,” Davolio assured plan-
ning commissioners last month. 
“We take these discussions very 
seriously.” 

Eills said the format will be 
similar to the October forum on 
short-term rentals policy with 
residents grouped at tables. 

“This worked before,” noted 
Eills. “The idea is, with the small 
tables, that it can be more con-
versational.” 

Downtown parking is just one 
component part of a potential 
long-range re-design of First 

Street. One option is to open 
First Street to traffic south to 
Caledonia Street. That would 
require using the public right-of-
way which the former Moore-
Clark warehouse extends onto. 

Some have called for convert-
ing South First Street to one-way 
traffic and limiting parking to 
just one side. 

Eills said there are concerns 
over emergency vehicles having 
to shoehorn their way between 
vehicles parked on both sides of 
the street. 

“The fire department responds 
to two calls per month on South 
First Street,” she said. “That’s 24 
calls per year.” 

Using golf carts to shuttle 
people between downtown and 
parking lots below Town Hall 
and at the Port of Skagit’s La 
Conner Marina has been raised. 
Updating parking-related signage 
is also an issue. 

Eills noted that there are now 
more than three dozen parking 
signs posted in town. 

Paid parking on First Street 
has also garnered attention with 
town council hearing from rep-
resentative of a mobile parking 
payment app company. 

Longtime resident Linda 
Talman, once a planning 
commissioner, is not convinced 
parking is the town’s most 
pressing issue. She has pressed 
for greater pedestrian and 
non-motorized transportation 
opportunities instead.

Eills anticipates proposals 
shared at the forum will reflect 
the town’s character. 

Town sets forum Feb. 20 
to discuss First St. parking
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DOORS OPEN AT 7PM 
TICKETS: $25

FEBRUARY 17 | 8PM

ANNIVERSARY
& VALENTINE'S
DAY DANCE

35th

GAMING  |  DINING  |  EVENTS  |  GOLF  |  LODGE

1.888.288.8883  |  SWINOMISHCASINOANDLODGE.COM
Must be 18 to gamble. Management reserves all rights.

PURCHASE TICKETS AT
THE LODGE FRONT DESK

OR SWINTICKETS.COM

Open Daily to Everyone   •   skagitfoodcoop.com   •   360.336.9777

Love at 
First Bite

www.ChristiansonsNursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

BARE ROOT IS BEST

  ROSES

Hours 
9-5 Daily

“People’s Choice”
Award-Winner

www.ChristiansonsNursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Our best selection of the year! Includes fruit,
flowering and shade trees, shrubs and berries.

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Ad proof for 2/29/12 issue.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821 • 9-6 daily

Bare Root 
is Best 

Bare root trees are less expensive, 
easier to handle than potted trees, 
and are likely to out perform them. 

Season ends April 1st. 

Includes fruit, flowering and shade trees, 
shrubs and berries. 

Featuring this week: 

ITALIAN PRUNE 
(while supply lasts) 

www.christiansonsnursery.com 
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821 

Bare Root Sale
    20% Off through

March 11th

The best selection of the year! Includes fruit,
flowering and shade trees, shrubs and berries.

PRUNING OLD FRUIT TREES
Sunday, March 4 - 1 pm

$5 with Reservations

Bare root trees are less expensive,
easier to handle than potted trees,
and are likely to out-peform them

BASIC FRUIT TREE PRUNING
Saturday, March 3

11 am to 12:30 pm. $5 w/reservations

Last Chance!
Bare Root 

Open
Daily
9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Loving this sunshine!
Did you want to run the Roses ad for next week’s paper?
Feb. 26th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821 • 9-5 Daily

Rose Special
20% OFF

Choose from over 5,000 Rose Bushes
of 500 different varieties.

Our biggest Rose Sale of the year!
Antique, English, climbing and

drought-tolerant rugosa roses.
Sale ends March 1st

“People’s 
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the July 3rd issue?
HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY!

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Our Annual
40% Off Sale

All 2”, 4”, pack annuals
are 40% off.

Included are Geraniums, Petunias,
Impatiens, Marigolds, Begonias,

Heliotrope, Tomatoes,
Vegetable starts and Fuchsia baskets.

All our annuals are grown in our
greenhouses, all are 40% off.

through July 1st - 7th

“People’s
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want this one for the April 5th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Magnolias
20% Off

Come view our wonderful
selection of precocious
blooming magnolias.

Includes varieties
of white, pink, purple

and even yellow flowering forms.

through April 16th 

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Nice sized plants start at $29.95.

OPEN:
Daily
9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Here is the revised ad proof.
Hope you faired in the wind yesterday.
We had a 60’+ cedar tree fall and it just missed the deck and house!
Now the fun part of getting rid of it.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Camellia Sale
           20% Off

spring and winter
flowering varieties —
many blooming now!

March 18
through 31

SATURDAY, MARCH 19
“Japanese Garden

Design Techniques”
11 AM - Noon

“Spring Garden Walk”
1 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 26
“Starting Planting & Staking

Dahlias Made Easy!”
11 AM - Noon

“Hugelkultur Demonstration” - 1 PM

OPEN
DAILY

9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

2x4 col. in. ad proof for May 14th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Shady Days

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Shade-loving
Tuberous Begonias,

fancy Double Impatiens and
exotic New Guinea Impatiens

20% off
4” Pots

(regularly $4.98)
includes Begonia Hanging Baskets

through May 18th

Hours:
 9-6 Daily
Fri. ‘til 7

People’s 
Choice

Award-Winning
Nursery

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

 9-6 Daily

Fridays
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-382115806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Fridays

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Loving this sunshine!
Did you want to run the Roses ad for next week’s paper?
Feb. 26th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195
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Sale ends March 1st

“People’s 
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the July 3rd issue?
HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY!

Thank You!
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Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195
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greenhouses, all are 40% off.

through July 1st - 7th

“People’s
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Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940
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Did you want this one for the April 5th issue?

Thank You!
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Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Magnolias
20% Off

Come view our wonderful
selection of precocious
blooming magnolias.

Includes varieties
of white, pink, purple

and even yellow flowering forms.

through April 16th 
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15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821
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Daily
9-6
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466-2940

Hi John,
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Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195
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15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Camellia Sale
           20% Off

spring and winter
flowering varieties —
many blooming now!

March 18
through 31

SATURDAY, MARCH 19
“Japanese Garden

Design Techniques”
11 AM - Noon

“Spring Garden Walk”
1 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 26
“Starting Planting & Staking

Dahlias Made Easy!”
11 AM - Noon

“Hugelkultur Demonstration” - 1 PM

OPEN
DAILY

9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

2x4 col. in. ad proof for May 14th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Shady Days

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Shade-loving
Tuberous Begonias,

fancy Double Impatiens and
exotic New Guinea Impatiens

20% off
4” Pots

(regularly $4.98)
includes Begonia Hanging Baskets

through May 18th

Hours:
 9-6 Daily
Fri. ‘til 7

People’s 
Choice

Award-Winning
Nursery

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

 9-6 Daily

Fridays
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-382115806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Fridays
“People’s Choice”

Award-Winner

Season ends April 1st
Bare root trees are less expensive,
easier to handle than potted trees,

and adapt more quickly to your soil.

Camellias 20% OFF through March 31st

 Northwest Flower and Garden Festival

Bare root trees are less expensive, easier to 
handle and adapt faster in your garden. Includes 
fruit, flowering, shade trees, shrubs, and 'Frost' 
peach, 'Cosmic Crisp' and 'Honeycrisp' apples.

Choose from over 600 new and returning
varieties of roses for 2024, all growing in 
large, 5-gallen pots. OOuurr  bbeesstt  sseelleeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  yyeeaarr  iiss  nnooww!!

in Seattle, February 14 - 19. Visit us in booth 2126

  Winter Heather 20%, through February 15th 

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer 
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY • BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
HAND-DIPPED FISH & CHIPS ON THURSDAYS
FRIDAY - SUNDAY: We have delicious burgers

featuring Mesman’s organic beef
19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon

Hours: Thurs.-Sun: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9
Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill

www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP

Addison 
Wiga is 
January’s high 
school student 
for January for 
the Kiwanis 
Club of La 
Conner. Her 
parents are 
Todd and 
Katie Wigal. Addison is a junior 
at La Conner High School. She 

was on the school volleyball team 
and looks forward to playing 
each year. She is attending the 
Northwest Career and Technical 
Academy, taking applied medical 
science. Outside of school she 
enjoys doing things with family 
and friends. After graduation, 
Addison would like to attend 
college and pursue a career in the 
medical field.

Shawntay Perry is the middle 

school student 
of the month. 
Her parent 
is Autumn 
Rose Taylor. 
Shawntay is in 
eighth grade. 
She played 
on the soccer 
team. Her 
favorite subjects are math, social 
studies and science. Outside of 
school she likes reading, hiking 
and cooking, as well as hanging 
out with friends. Shawntay vol-
unteers to help with tribal dinners 
when she can. After graduation 
she would like a career in real 
estate. 

Kao 
Nguyen is 
the January 
elementary 
school stu-
dent. Kao’s 
parent is Lori 
Nguyen. He 
is in fifth 
grade. Kao 
enjoys school, especially music, 
since he gets to play instruments. 
Outside of school he is taking Tae 
Kwon Do and has achieved his 
black belt. He would like a future 
in gaming or animation.

Source: Kiwanis Club of La 
Conner

Shawntay Perry

Kao Nguyen

Addison Wiga

Kiwanis Club names January students of the month

By Bill Reynolds

Call them the Comeback Kids. 
The La Conner Braves mount-

ed two furious second half rallies 
in NW2B/1B boy’s hoops action 
last week, the second bringing a 
convincing 73-57 win at Friday 
Harbor Feb. 9 that secured top 
seeding at the Bi-District Tourna-
ment. 

La Conner opened bi-district 
play at home Monday night oppo-
site Northwest Christian of Lacey.
They’re at Coupeville tonight 
(Wednesday) opposite either the 
host Wolves or Auburn Adventist. 

The four-team, double elim-
ination Bi-District format will 
send two teams to the state 2B 
tournament. 

La Conner (14-6) significantly 
improved its odds of advancing 
to the state bracket with its Friday 
comeback at Friday Harbor. A 
loss there by the Braves would 
have given Coupeville the NW-
2B/1B title outright and with it 

the bi-district’s top seed. 
Instead, La Conner and 

Coupeville will share the NW-
2B/1B crown with identical 7-1 
conference marks and a split in 
their two-game season series. The 
Braves, by virtue of a previously 
agreed upon tiebreaker formula, 
were awarded the top seed and a 
first round home date. 

Everything hinged on the sec-
ond half at Friday Harbor, where 
La Conner trailed by double digits 
(37-26) at the break. 

After falling behind 39-26 early 
in the third quarter, the Braves 
turned the game around with a 
suffocating full-court press that 
rattled a Friday Harbor team 
that had dominated the first half 
with pinpoint passing and clutch 
perimeter shooting. 

La Conner’s 47-20 second 
half run began with a bucket by 
Brayden Pedroza off a feed from 
Tyler Cicotte. Ivory Damien fol-

Braves rout Friday 
Harbor boys, 73-57 By Bill Reynolds

A pair of double-digit wins 
over league rivals last week 
clinched a No. 1 bi-district tour-
nament seed for the La Conner 
High School girls’ basketball 
team. 

La Conner (14-7 overall; 7-1 
in league) closed out the regular 
season, defeating Coupeville 46-
30 Feb. 6 at Landy James Gym 
and winning 41-29 at Friday 
Harbor on Saturday. 

With the wins, the Lady 
Braves secured the top seed 
to the bi-district tournament, 
which opened last night at home 
opposite Northwest Christian of 
Lacey. 

La Conner moves on to the 
second round Thursday in 
Coupeville against either Auburn 
Adventist or Friday Harbor. 

The winners of Tuesday’s 

La Conner-NWC and Auburn 
Adventist-Friday Harbor 
matchups tip off Feb. 15 at 7 
p.m. Tuesday night’s losers meet 
at 5:15 p.m. 

The four teams are vying for 
two berths to the regional round 
of the state tourney. 

La Conner coach Joe Harper 
anticipated facing Friday Harbor 
in Coupeville. 

“Chances are pretty good that 
we’ll see Friday Harbor again 
on Thursday,” Harper told the 
Weekly News. “Beating a team 
three times in a year is very 
tough and they will be ready.” 

Should the teams be paired, La 
Conner fans can hope for a re-
play of last Friday’s game when 
the Lady Braves applied full-
court pressure throughout that 
forced multiple turnovers and led 
to repeated scores in transition. 

La Conner guards Shaniquah 

Casey and Maeve McCormick 
were prime beneficiaries of 
Friday Harbor miscues. 

Casey led all scorers with 
a game-high 17 points. 
McCormick finished with 15 for 
the victors. 

Casey and McCormick com-
bined for the first 10 points as the 
visitors jumped out to a 12-3 first 
quarter lead and never looked 
back. 

Casey recorded the contest’s 
first basket with a nifty floater 
in the paint. McCormick made it 
4-0 on a drive to the iron. 

After Friday Harbor’s Vera 
Schoultz answered with a short 
jumper, McCormick scored in 
transition and with a perimeter 
trey and Casey meshed a free 
throw for a quick 10-2 La 
Conner advantage. 

La Conner girls earn top bi-district seed

(continued on page 6)

(continued on page 6)
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Arts and Entertainment

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery 

 Exclusive daffodil, tulip, La Conner and Skagit County art and souvenirs
Original art and reproductions from Skagit and Whatcom County artists 

          We’re putting new feathers in the nest as fast as we can!

Reopening sometime between Feb. 17 – 24
Come in and see our new coffee bar and improved seating!

Local products!
Reclamation Candles

Forte chocolates
Coming soon:  Scone 

Lady scones!

Reclamation
CANDLE COMPANY

106 S 1st St., La Conner
Open 7 am daily soon

Choose a Valentine’s
Blind Date at our 

Store! 
Open 7 days a week!

10 - 6
On Gilkey Square
360-399-1800

www.seaportbooks.com 
106 S. First St.

La Conner

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

Beaver Tales Coffee
Coffee Roasted with Love and Served Fresh

in the Usual & Accustomed Area of the
Swinomish Tribal Community

602 Morris st., La Conner
Beavertalescoffee.com

Coffee Roaster, Coffee Shop, Cultural Gift Shop
Woman/Indigenous Owned Business

“The Knight of the Burning 
Pestle” at Bellingham’s Idiom 
Theater is a “17th century satire 
full of equal parts chivalry and 
whimsy in a disorderly, theat-
rical romp,” promotions claim.  
written by Francis Beaumont 
and adapted for the iDIOM 
stage by director, Glenn Hergen-

hahn-Zhao. Summing up: “This 
rarely performed comedy written 
in 1607 by a friend of Shake-
speare’s is a joyride of a play and 
a love letter to theatrical inven-
tion. Perfect for all audiences.”

It plays Thursdays-Sundays 
through March 2. Tickets and 
times: idiomtheater.org.

iDIOM Theatre satire a romp

By Bill Reynolds

Greg Whiting has rarely – if 
ever – lacked for energy. 

Consider that in a robust 
and wide-ranging profession-
al life Whiting has variously 
researched, analyzed, helped 
develop and written about 
energy systems designed to 
both improve quality of life and 
protect the environment. 

And now, with his partner 
Jenelle Whitton as co-propri-
etor of Raven’s Cup Coffee and 
Art Gallery on First Street, he 
markets beverages that, while 
served in a laid-back Pacific 
Northwest setting, are the fuel 
that keeps folks going through 
their day. 

On the art side, the walls at 
Raven’s Cup project a vibrancy 
of their own – adorned with 
bright, colorful gift items from 
throughout the region and 
around the world. 

Native American-themed art 
is much in evidence, given trib-
al lore that it was the raven who 
brought the sun. 

“And after the raven brings 
the sun,” Whiting notes with his 
trademark wry grin, “mankind 
asks where’s the coffee?” 

Whiting’s cup nearly always 
runneth over. 

Born in Kimberley, B.C., 
where his American parents 
were working – his mom was 
a teacher and his dad a college 
professor also engaged in the 
mining industry – Whiting 
has lived all over the U.S. 
and Canada, primarily while 
employed in the energy and 
utility sectors. 

He graduated high school 
in Golden, Colorado and 
studied as an undergraduate 

at the University of Alberta 
in Edmonton, where he was 
a columnist for the campus 
newspaper, a role he has since 
reprised with the Weekly News. 

He then attended graduate 
school at the University of 
Tennessee and while working 
on his degree scored an intern-
ship at the famed Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory. That led 
to his return to Edmonton for a 
position with a mining company 
subsidiary. 

Whiting was involved in 
several key projects, including 
development of the recharge-
able lithium-ion battery. 

His unique skill set would 
also land him positions with 
major utility providers Florida 
P&L and TXU Energy. 

His resume includes a stop 
at Seattle City Light, where 
Whiting wrote detailed white 
papers and worked on strategies 
encouraging customers to 
embrace new technologies to 
mo re efficiently use energy 
and reduce consumption during 
peak periods. 

Various assignments delved 
into solar power and electric 
transportation, clean energy 
options of great interest to La 
Conner Schools and the Town 
of La Conner. 

Whiting subsequently 
switched gears and in a move 
that would prove beneficial to 
his eventual launch of Raven’s 
Cup enrolled at the University 
of Denver for another advanced 
degree, this time in marketing. 

Stints followed at Stanley 
Tools in Dallas and in advanced 
energy systems technology 
development in Hawaii, then 
posts at City Light and the Port 
of Seattle. 

At the port, Whiting served as 
Sea-Tac International Airport’s 
utility manager. 

“The airport,” said Whiting, 
who was responsible for every-
thing utility-related, including 
cable television, “is its own 
little city.” 

The airport’s cable compo-
nent required much attention. 

“People there,” Whiting 
quipped, “can live without 
water longer than they can live 
without the Seahawks.” 

On a more serious note, 
Whiting said “the port commis-
sion had a robust interest in the 
decarbonization of the airport.” 

Weary of traffic congestion 
and other drawbacks of urban 
life, Whiting and Whitton 
looked to escape the city and 
in time started the energy 
consulting company that is the 
parent firm of Raven’s Cup. 

They decided upon La Conner 
as their new home after scout-
ing numerous locales around 
Puget Sound, Port Townsend 
among them. 

That choice seemed pre-
ordained. The Skagit Valley 
Clean Energy Cooperative is 
here, after all. It wasn’t long 
after his arrival that Whiting 
was contacted by SVCEC co-
founder Terry Nelson, long an 
advocate of solar power. 

Today Whiting shares his 
expertise through SVCEC, in 
his Weekly News column and 
with customers over coffee at 
Raven’s Cup, where he has 
created his own art through 
computer technology. 

“I’m interested in the con-
cept of using electronic tools 
to create art,” said Whiting. He 
transforms sketch work and 
black-and-white photography 

into colorful abstract images. 
“We’re not trying to compete 

with serious artists,” Whiting 
said. “We just want to create 
something people can enjoy.” 

He creates famous historical 
figures drinking coffee with 
a raven. Customer favorites 
feature likenesses of Vincent 
Van Gogh and, appropriately 
enough, writer Edgar Allan Poe, 
best known for his poem “The 
Raven.” 

Raven’s Cup has temporarily 

closed while undergoing interior 
remodeling. Whitton has created 
a balsawood model showing the 
shop’s revamped kitchen. They 
anticipate reopening ahead of 
the Daffodil Festival. 

In the meantime, Whiting and 
Whitton have put their energies 
into a new menu item – a regis-
tered and trademarked Canadian 
latte flavored with maple syrup. 

Whiting knows first-hand, 
after all, that it’s innovation that 
recharges one’s batteries. 

Energetic entrepreneur Greg Whiting

COFFEE ONLY STARTS AN ENERGETIC DAY – Greg Whiting and 
Jenelle Whitton opened Raven’s Cup Coffee and Art Gallery about a 
year ago. They open again next week with a remodeled kitchen – and 
more – that will increase their offerings to customers.  
                                                                            –– Photo by Bill Reynolds

The Madrona Poetry Series 
brings Claudia Castro Luna and 
J.I. Kleinberg to read Feb.24 
at 7 p.m. at Pelican Bay Books 
in Anacortes, 520 Commercial 
Avenue. The Erik Christensen 
Band will play.

Join a community blood drive 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Friday, Feb. 23 
at the La Conner High School 
gym, 404 North Sixth Street. It 
is a collaboration between local 
volunteers and Bloodworks 
Northwest. The blood drive is or-
ganized by high school students 
and the La Conner Kiwanis Club.

Donors must be older than 

16. Minors must bring parental 
consent to donate. 

Snacks and water are included. 
Questions: Dorothy Downes, 

dorothydownes8@gmail.com, 
or Lori Buher, lbuher@lc.k12.
wa.us.

For information on the benefits 
of blood donation: massgeneral.
org/blood-donor/faq

Blood drive Feb 23 at high school

Poetry reading in 
Anacortes Feb. 24
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together architecturally 
to mimic the appearance 
of trees, flowering plants 
or abstract designs. The 
solar panels are used 
as the leaves or petals, 
while the supports are the 
trunks or stems. A solar 
tree works like any other 
ground-mounted solar 
system. 

These designs – there 
are over a dozen varia-
tions suitable for locations 
worldwide – can be built 
higher than conventional 
flat rows of solar panels 
without aesthetic objec-
tions. The solar panel 
“petals” can be installed at 
an optimum angle and can 
even support small motors 
that turn them to follow the 
sun, like a sunflower. 

In France, a “wind tree” 
is also being developed. 

Additional small, vertical 
wind turbines are added to 
a solar tree above the solar 
panel “leaves,” increasing 
the energy output of the 
entire “tree” without add-
ing to its footprint. These 
devices, especially with 
LED lighting and batteries 
charged by the solar tree, 
are well-suited for park-
ing lots, to power lights 
without having to build 
and maintain expensive 
underground wiring. 

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY
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IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF SKAGIT IN 
PROBATE

No. 24-4-00025-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030

In the Matter of the Estate 
of JOHN STANLEY FURE,

Deceased.
The personal representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative or 
the personal representative’s 
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim 
and filing the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced.  The claim must 
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of filing copy of NO-

TICE TO CREDITORS with 
Clerk of Court: 1/30/2024.
Date of first publication: Feb-

ruary 7, 2024.
Gregory L. Gilday
Personal Representative
LAW OFFICE OF COLE & 

GILDAY, P.C.
By Gregory L. Gilday
WSBA #36608
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
10101 270th St NW
Stanwood, WA 98292
Office: 360-629-2900 or 

FAX: 360-629-0220
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Feb. 7, 14 and 
21, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON

FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
Estate of

BETTY ANN FIKE,
Deceased.

NO.  24-4-00052-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
The above Court has appoint-

ed me as Personal Representa-
tive of the Decedent’s estate.  
Any person having a claim 
against the Decedent must 
present the claim: (a) Before 
the time when the claim would 
be barred by any applicable 
statute of limitations, and (b) 
In the manner provided in 
RCW 11.40.070: (i) By filing 
the original of the claim with 
the foregoing Court, and (ii) 
By serving on or mailing to me 
at the address below a copy of 
the claim.  The claim must be 
presented by the later of: (a) 
Thirty (30) days after I served 
or mailed this Notice as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c), or (b) Four (4) months af-
ter the date of first publication 
of this Notice.  If the claim 
is not presented within this 
time period, the claim will be 
forever barred except as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060.  This bar is effec-
tive for claims against both 
the Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication of 

this Notice: February 07, 2024
/s/_____________________

__________
Michelle Shultz, Personal 

Representative
c/o Jayne Marsh Gilbert, 

WSBA #24656
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
314 Pine St., Suite 211
Mount Vernon, WA  98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Feb. 7, 14, 21, 
2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF KING
IN THE MATTER OF THE 

ESTATE OF
BETTY ANN BARTKUS,
Deceased. Case No.: 24-4-

00350-6 SEA
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The Co-Personal Represen-

tatives, SUSAN K. FOX and 
DAVID R. BARTKUS, have 
been appointed as Co-Per-

sonal Representatives of this 
estate.  Any person having a 
claim against the Decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the co-Per-
sonal Representatives or the 
co-Personal Representatives’ 
attorney at the address stated 
below a copy of the claim and 
file the original of the claim 
with the court. The claim must 
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) thirty days after the 
co-Personal Representatives 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice. If the 
claim is not presented with-
in this time frame, the claim 
is forever barred, except as 
otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the Decedent’s 
probate and non probate 
assets.
DATED THIS 24th day of 

January, 2024.
SUSAN K. FOX 
701 Snowberry Lane
Coupeville, WA 98239
DAVID R. BARTKUS
204 NE 8th Street
Coupeville, WA 98239
LEOS & GILKERSON, 

PLLC 
Raemi L. Gilkerson, WSBA 

#45977
8060 165th Ave NE, Suite 

#110
Redmond, WA 98052
Date of Filing: January 31, 

2024
Date of 1st Publication: Feb-

ruary 7, 2024
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Feb. 7, 14 and 
21, 2024. 

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
In the Matter of the 

Estate of BYRON ERIC 
OLANDER, Deceased. No. 

23-4-00450-29
NOTICE OF SALE OF 

REAL PROPERTY (RCW 
11.56.100)

NOTICE IS GIVEN that the 
personal representative for the 
Estate of Byron Eric Olander, 
Deceased, will sell by negoti-
ation the following real prop-
erty for the price of $390,000.
Street Address:  12824 Hem-

lock St., Mount Vernon, WA 
98273
Legal Description:  Lots 1 

and 22, Block 14, “Plat of 
Clear Lake, Skagit County, 
Washington,” as per plat re-
corded in Volume 4 of Plats, 
pages 22 and 23, records of 
Skagit County, Washington.  
SUBJECT TO: Covenants, 
conditions, restrictions, res-
ervations, agreements, and 
easements of record.  Situated 
in the County of Skagit, State 
of Washington.  Assessor’s 
Tax/Parcel No. 4138-014-022-
0002 / P74863
This sale may be confirmed 

ten (10) days after the publi-
cation of this Notice and will 
be presented to the court for 
confirmation on Friday, March 
1, 2024.  Bidders are required 
to comply with the provisions 
of RCW 11.56.110, including 
filing their bids with and mak-
ing the required deposits to the 
Clerk of the Skagit County Su-
perior Court at 205 West Kin-
caid Street, Room 103, Mount 
Vernon, WA 98273.
Dated February 12, 2024.
Aaron M. Rasmussen, WSBA 

#29496, Attorney for Personal 
Representative
North Sound Law Group, 

PLLC, 300 N. Commercial 
St., Bellingham, WA 98225
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Feb. 14, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
In the Matter of the 

Estate of Grace Feddema, 
Deceased.

Cause No. 24-4 00075 29
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS (RCW 
11.40.030)

The Personal Representa-
tive named below has been 
appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative of this estate. Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to the 
Personal Representative at the 
address stated below a copy of 
the claim and filing the origi-
nal of the claim with the court. 
The claim must be presented 
within the later of: (1) thirty 
days after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed the 
notice to the creditor as provid-
ed under RCW 11.40.020(3); 
or (2) four months after the 
date of first publication of the 
notice. If the claim is not pre-
sented within this time frame, 
the claim is forever barred, 
except as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060. This bar is effec-
tive as to claims against both 
the decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication: 

2/14/2024
Personal Representative: Elly 

Rae Cuperus
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice: 17780 Dike Rd. Mount 
Vernon WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Feb. 14, 21, 
and 28, 2024.

LEGAL NOTICES

• On Feb. 26, 1917, the Original Dix-
ieland Jass (later Jazz) Band recorded 
“Livery Stable Blues,” the world’s 
first jazz record, for the Victor Talking 
Machine Company in New York. 
That same year, the group also made 
the first appearance of a jazz band in 
a motion picture, a silent film titled 
“The Good for Nothing.”

• On Feb. 27, 1938, a new mascot 
design was created by Chris Klein and 
C. Karnstadt for use by the Pontiac car 
brand, in the form of an Indian maid-
en. The theme was inspired by con-
nections with the General Motors war 
chief who was employed in the GM 
manufacturing division.

• On Feb. 28, 1983, the final episode 
of “M*A*S*H,” a series about the 
staff of an Army hospital during the 
Korean War, titled “Goodbye, Fare-
well and Amen,” became the most-
watched television episode in U.S. 
history, with an estimated 106 million 
American viewers.

• On Feb. 29, 2012, Davy Jones, a 
former teen idol and singer for The 
Monkees, died of a heart attack at the 
age of 66. Jones starred with his band-
mates in a popular TV series and a few 
other shows during his career, later 
returning to his first passion of horses 
and becoming a jockey.

• On March 1, 2008, Britain’s Prince 
Harry, who had been sent secretly to 
Afghanistan with his regiment in 
December at his request, was forced 
to return to Britain after the American 
website the Drudge Report made his 
deployment public.

• On March 2, 1969, the supersonic 
airliner and joint British/French proj-
ect Concorde set off on its maiden 
flight, reaching 10,000 feet and 300 
mph. It would be another seven years 
before the plane began commercial 
flights, which continued until 2003, 
when it was retired from service.

• On March 3, 2005, Steve Fossett 
became the first person to fly a plane 
solo and nonstop around the globe 
without refueling, landing his Virgin 
Atlantic GlobalFlyer in Salina, Kan-
sas, after a 67-hour journey. Two years 
later, he would disappear while flying 
over the Great Basin Desert, with his 
wrecked aircraft discovered in 2008.

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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lowed with a score in 
transition. 

Pedroza followed a 
Friday Harbor basket with 
a deep trey, a layup and 
a double-clutch dipsy-do 
shot in the paint. 

That pulled La Conner to 
within 43-37. The Braves 
inched closer on a Damien 
steal and lay in. 

A two-pointer by Corran 
Eisen and three straight 
free throws by Damien 
lifted La Conner on top 45-
44. It was a lead the Braves 
wouldn’t relinquish. They 
continued to build upon 
it, surging to 55-45 at the 
end of the third quarter 
on a Cicotte putback and 
a Damien turnaround 
jumper. 

The team scored in 
bunches, coasting the 

rest of the way. Their 
lead swelled to 16 points 
on baskets by Edwards 
and Eisen in the waning 
moments. 

Pedroza paced La 
Conner with a game-high 
30 points, 19 coming in 
the pivotal second half. 
Damien added 18, match-
ing Pedroza with two 
three-pointers. Edwards 
finished with 15 points. 

Eisen (8) and Cicotte (2) 
rounded out the Braves’ 
attack. 

“Win, dance and ad-
vance,” said an elated first-
year coach Lance Lopez. 

His elation last Friday 
stood in stark contrast to 
the disappointment felt the 
prior Tuesday when a La 
Conner comeback bid at 
home against Coupeville 
fell short. 

The Wolves, who had 
lost 69-68 to La Conner 
earlier in the campaign, 
held on for a 65-55 victory 
at Landy James Gym. 

Coupeville prevailed 
despite an amazing indi-
vidual performance by 
Damien, who racked up 35 
of his game-best 38 points 
in the second half as La 
Conner managed to trim 
a 15-point Wolves lead to 
single digits before fading 
at the finish. 

Damien scored all 20 of 
La Conner’s points in the 
third quarter, hitting an ar-
ray of perimeter treys and 
floaters in the key along 
with four free throws. 

Damien knocked down 
eight three-pointers, four 
shots inside the trey arc 
and six of eight charity 
tosses. 

Bi-district action 
continues at Coupeville 
this Friday (7 p.m.) to 
determine the Northwest 
2B area’s second entry to 
state. 

The first state berth will 
be clinched tonight when 
the winners of Monday’s 
games meet.

A putback and runout by 
McCormick and two free 
throws by Kim Williams 
gave La Conner a 24-12 
edge at intermission. 

Casey gave La Conner 
its largest lead of the night, 
33-14, when she buried a 
third-period charity toss 
after drawing a foul on a 
breakaway layup.

Harper employed his 
entire roster in preparation 
for the tournament. 

“We were able to get ev-
eryone in and all played a 
minimum of two quarters,” 
he said afterward. “It’s 
important for us to rest key 
players when we can as we 
move into the bi-district 
playoffs this week.” 

Harper was pleased as 
well with the junior varsi-
ty’s 34-10 victory at Friday 
Harbor. 

“There’s been a really 
huge improvement for 
that group,” said Harper. 
“Coaches Scottie Miller and 
Sheena Jones have done a 
fantastic job this year.” 

Girls hoops
. . . (from page 4)

Boys hoops
. . . (from page 4)

That equates to around 
25 players for 11-player 
football and 18-20 for an 
eight-player program. 

“We’re also considering 
safety,” Tripp said. “We’re 
cognizant of that.” 

The Washington 
Interscholastic Activities 
Association had denied 
La Conner’s petition 
and subsequent appeal 
to compete as a playoff 
eligible eight-man program 
the next two years, she 
said. 

Dave Alvord, a standout 
on the Braves’ 1973 league 
title winners who played 
college football, asked why 
the state nixed the appeal. 

Tripp said the WIAA 
ruled that despite its 
shrinking enrollment and 
small freshman class, La 
Conner is large enough to 
play 2B 11-man football. 
The decision did not con-
sider that the district also 
fields a fall soccer team. 

“Some small schools 
have soccer and no football 
and some have football and 
no soccer.,” she said.

“They ask ‘how are you 
recruiting kids to play foot-
ball?’” Tripp added. “They 
ask ‘how do we know 
you’re trying to grow the 
program?’ They want you 
to try to get back to that 
11-man level if you’re a 

2B school.” 
Tripp said the WIAA 

has denied “many, many 
appeals” this year. Most 
involved school districts 
requesting not to be moved 
up into larger enrollment 
classifications. 

“Sedro-Woolley is hav-
ing to move from 2A to 3A 
and I don’t think they’re 
very happy about that,” 
said Tripp. 

Head coach Charlie 
Edwards said that at this 
point a 2024 football team 
would welcome eight 
returnees plus a handful of 
incoming freshmen. The 
roster would be grown 
with transfer students and 
first-year players from the 
sophomore, junior and 
senior classes. 

“I’m a football coach,” 
Edwards said, “but more 
than anything I’m a La 
Conner fan. I do want 
football players, but I’ve 
talked kids who aren’t 
playing football into play-
ing soccer.” 

Like many at the 
meeting, Edwards is a La 
Conner alum. He said he 
constantly encourages stu-
dents to participate in the 
school’s extra-curricular 
programs. Ditto Tripp. 

“Every day,” said 
Tripp, “I’m out in the hall 
talking to kids about doing 
extra-curriculars. We’re 
pounding the pavement.” 

She noted COVID-19 
and its aftermath, along 

with increased after-school 
student employment, has 
impacted participation. 

Even so, Tyler Zimmer-
man – who played multiple 
sports in the 1990s – 
pointed out that the district 
had a robust roster when 
the Braves won the league 
football title during the 
shortened 2021 COVID-19 
spring season. 

“We had 30-35 players 
then,” said Zimmerman. 
“It wasn’t that long ago 
that we had participation.” 

School board member 
Kim Pedroza asked if pa-
rental concerns over player 
safety has resulted in fewer 
numbers. The consensus 
in the room, however, 
was that improved equip-
ment and newer tackling 
techniques make the game 
safer. 

Tripp, who provided 
survey for attendees, said 
another public meeting 
will be held before a deci-
sion is made on the future 
of Braves football. 

Steve Johnson, a mem-
ber of school football, 
basketball and baseball 
teams in the 1980s, noted 
the irony of former football 
power Concrete High 
School now playing an 
eight-man schedule. 

“Concrete won back-to-
back state titles,” he re-
called, “and the only team 
they lost to was La Conner. 
It’s not like we haven’t had 
talent here.”

Future
. . . (from page 1)



COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

NOT TO BE MISSED
Feb. 23: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Community blood drive in the La 
Conner High School Gymnasi-
um, 404 N. Sixth St., La Conner. 
Coordinated by Bloodworks 
Northwest and local volunteers. 

Feb. 25, noon. Edison Chicken 
Parade. Downtown Edison. 

Feb. 28: 5-6 p.m. 
Free Virtual trip to Italy
La Conner Swinomish Library. 
520 Morris St., La Conner.
 
Donations requested: Skagit 
County Historical Museum is 
seeking donations of vintage, 
holiday wares, craft supplies, 
collectibles and unique items for 
their annual Sale at the School 
in April. Please contact jwolfe@
co.skagit.wa.us or call 360-466-
3365 for more details. 

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish Library. 
520 Morris St., La Conner. 360-
466-3352.www.lclib.lib.wa.us. 
Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.
• Storytime for Children. 11 a.m. 

every Friday. 
• Book Club. Meets at 2 p.m. 

every fourth Wednesday. 
Info: Richard Wisniewski at 
wisniew10@gmail.com

Mount Vernon Public Library. 
315 Snoqualmie St., Mount 

Vernon. 360-336-6209, mount-
vernonwa.gov. 
• Virtual Reality. Every Satur-

day, 1-3 p.m. Must be 12 or 
older.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220 
10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-
8067, CityofAnacortes.org. 

Burlington Public Library. 820 
E. Washington Ave., Burlington. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library. 
• Knitting Club. All ages, 

Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

MUSEUMS
Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum. 703 S. Second 
St., La Conner.11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Wednesday through Sunday. 
qfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288. 
• Current Exhibit: “Birds of a 

Feather” through March 24.

Skagit County Historical 
Museum. 360-466-3365 or 
skagitcounty.net/museum. Hours 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday-Sunday.
• Exhibit: “More than just a 

little off the top: barbershop 
historians.”

Museum of Northwest Art. 
Now through May 12: 
• Silva Cascadia: Under the 

Spell of the Forest At the 
Seam: The Museum of 
Northwest Art’s Permanent 
Collection.

• My Roots: Honoring the Cul-
tural Identity of Skagit Valley’s 
Under-Resourced Children. 

10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday, noon-5 p.m. Sunday 
and Monday. monamuseum.org, 
360-466-4446.

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle. 
Meets 1-2 p.m. Wednesdays, 
Burlington Senior Center. For 
info, email yogaheartspace0@
gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. Meets 
4:30-6:30 p.m. every Thursday, 
Shelter Bay Clubhouse. No 
auditions required. Questions, 
call Joan at 360-941-7507.

MEETINGS
La Conner Swinomish Re-
gional Library. Library board 
of trustees meets at 5 p.m. the 
third Tuesday of the month in the 
library, 520 Morris St.

Skagit Cemetery District 1. 
Regular meetings at 5 p.m. every 
second Thursday, at Lori Buher’s 
home, 17604 Valentine Road, 
Mount Vernon.

Skagit Conservation District. 
2021 E. College Way No. 203, 
Mount Vernon. 360-428-4313. 
Zoom info at skagitcd.org. Board 
meetings 7:30-9 a.m. every 
fourth Wednesday. 

Rotary Club of La Conner. 
laconnerrotary.org. Meetings 6-7 
p.m. every Monday at Shawn 
O’Donnell’s restaurant. Optional 

dinner, 5:30 p.m. 

Little Mountain Gamblers. 
Gamblers Anonymous meets 
at 6:30 p.m. every Tuesday at 
Mount Vernon Senior Center, 
1401 Cleveland Ave.

Town of La Conner. 204 Doug-
las St., La Conner. 360-466-
3125. Zoom info @Townoflacon-
ner.org/calendar.

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum is looking for 
volunteers as a museum host 
or in our gift shop. Six hours per 
month. Fill out a volunteer appli-
cation online www.qfamuseum.
org or stop by the museum.  
Open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednes-
day through Sunday, 703 Second 
St., or call Jacque Chase at 
360-466-4288 ext. 101.

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank. 
Food distribution from 2:30-5 
p.m. every Monday, 602 S. Third 
St. 360-488-3878. laconnerfood-
bank.com.

Swinomish Helping Hands 
Food Bank. Food distribution 
from 2-5 p.m. every Thursday. 
Non-essentials every first 
Thursday. 17444 Snee Oosh 
Road, La Conner. 360-856-2211. 
helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

Skagit Valley Humane Society. 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington. 
360-757-0445. Find volunteer 
and donation opportunities online 
at skagithumane.org.

DON’T FORGET Valentine’s 
Day is coming. Still time to book 
a massage for your sweetheart. 
Jo’s Healing Hands, 360-208-
2022. 

CLEANING SERVICES 
OFFERED: Home or office. 
Estimates provided. Good quality 
work. Reasonable rates. Call for 
estimate. References available. 
360-202-1288.

BUSINESS MANAGER OR 
BOOKKEEPER: Which job 
do you want to take at the La 
Conner Weekly News? Minimum 
need is to manage deposits, 
invoicing, payroll and taxes for 
award-winning, financially robust 
weekly newspaper. Good pay. 
Good work environment. Good 
way to support your local com-
munity. Call Ken: 360-466-3315.

A 1-HOUR REIKI VACATION 
FOR YOU: Snow is melted, time 
for a vacation! Give yourself 
a 1-hour Reiki energy healing 
for your heart-mind, body and 
spirit. Ancient healing for modern 
beings, with Reiki Master Valerie 
Rose. More affordable than 
airfare. Details: yourgoldenrose 
healing.com

FREE FIREWOOD: Cedar tree 
rounds good for kindling or art 
projects. 360-466-0106.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now 1-888-674-7053.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
with a $325 classified listing or 
$1,600 for a display ad. Call this 
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for 
details. 

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor

Jeannie’s Salad Dressing

Ingredients 
• White balsamic vin-

egar, 2 teaspoons 
• Extra virgin olive oil, 

2 teaspoons 
• Honey, 2 teaspoons 

Preparation
Add all ingredients in a 
small bowl. Whisk or stir 
around. Drizzle over a 
mixed green salad.

I recently enjoyed Jean Wedin’s company over lunch. 
She began describing her meals. I was all ears as 
she described this salad dressing. I guesstimated the 
amount of each ingredient and adjusted for taste. I 
also made just enough for a small salad for two.

FIND CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU  
ANSWERS ON PAGE 6
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CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

Love 
Puzzles!

See our new online puzzle page  
laconnerweeklynews.com/puzzles 



There also is a large gap in 
understanding between producers 
and consumers. 

“Our story must be told,” said 
Peth. Farmers can share that they 
work with “foresight and care.” 
That will help keep Skagit a 
place where neighbors can work 
together to solve problems. 

“This county is truly special,” 
said Danny Haggen, Skagit 

County Assessor, almost certain-
ly capturing the sentiments of 
most of the audience. 

Although uncertainty looms, 
the group that gathered demon-
strated their commitment to 
a thriving agricultural future. 
The sizable number of younger 
people in attendance indicates a 
readiness to forge ahead. 

The Summit was again at 
the Sakuma Auditorium at 
the Northwestern Washington 
Research and Extension Center 
on Memorial Highway.

POLICE BLOTTERPOLICE BLOTTER
SKAGIT COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
    ARNEST1044BW 

360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

K
ing Features W

eekly Service
April 6, 2020

The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.

Proceeds from our 
non-profit shop benefit 

our community.

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun. 
11 a.m – 5 p.m.

 3rd & Morris
Get a thrill from a thrift!

Donations accepted 
Mondays 1pm - 3pm 

VALENTINE  VALUES
for all the

Loves In Your Life 

New arrivals weekly!
Photos posted Thursdays

on our Facebook page

Sweet prices on jewelry, 
clothing, accessories, knicknacks, 

cards & much more.
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REGISTERED JEWELER AMERICAN GEM SOCIETY

7th & Commercial in AnacortesWashington
burtonjewelers.com • 888-293-6469 • info@burtonjewelers.com

Hours 10:30am – 5:00pm, Tuesday – Saturday
We encourage you to work with us by appointment for custom design, complex jewelry repairs,

appraisal questions or personalized shopping experiences.

VALENTINE...
I Treasure You!

Beautiful February
Amethyst Birthstones

Burton Custom
Diamond “Orbit” Pendant

in YellowGold

Munsteiner Amethyst
“Sculpture” Gemstone
Ready for CustomDesign

Burton Exclusive Heart
Pendant Created In House,
Comes in All Colors of Gold

and Gem of Choice

Specialty Cut Amethyst
Pendant inWhite Gold

Diamond “InsideOut”
Hoop Earrings
inWhite Gold

Marquise Cut Amethyst
Ring in YellowGold

Monday, Feb. 5
1:42 p.m. Crime prevention 
lesson – Owner of the business 
had questions on the trespassing 
laws and how to handle situa-
tions in the future. Specific prob-
lems with juvenile trespassers. 
Questions answered and laws 
explained to the caller. S. Second 
St., La Conner. 

3:02 p.m. How money grows 
–   Caller reported that she had 
written a check a couple years 
ago for $50 that had just resur-
faced and was cashed for $500. 
She is not sure who had found 
and forged the new amount, but 
the bank was aware and had 
reimbursed her money. The bank 
did not wish to pursue or be a 
victim in this case. McLean Road, 
greater La Conner. 

Friday, Feb. 9
3:19 p.m. Left to rust – Caller 
called in for a junk vehicle form to 
have an abandoned vehicle re-
moved. They were directed to the 
La Conner code enforcement for 
parking and abandoned issues in 
the town. Center St., La Conner.
7:47 p.m. Not following that 
car – Report of a vehicle driving 
at slow speeds and weaving in the 
lane of travel. Vehicle had hazards 
on and continued to Channel 
Drive. Caller stopped following 
and no other complaints came 
in. McLean / La Conner Whitney 
Rds., greater La Conner.

Saturday, Feb. 10
3:55 p.m. Winter visitors in the 
Skagit – Report of several cars 
parked on the side of the road 
to photograph geese. A deputy 
checked the area and found 
they were all off the road and not 
causing a traffic issue. Morris 
St. / La Conner Whitney Rd., La 
Conner.

Substitute positions available now-flexible hours
Route positions for 2024-25 school year

For drivers with a current CDL and school bus and 
passenger endorsements, you can apply directly 

for available positions.

No CDL or school bus endorsements? No Problem! 
Bus Driver Trainees are provided with the opportunity to 
receive paid training while enrolled in a driver training 
program. Upon successfully completing the program, 

drivers can apply and interview for a substitute or route 
bus driving position.

At La Conner School District, we offer competitive 
wages and for route drivers, a comprehensive 

benefits package that includes medical, dental, 
vision and much more.

Call Laurie at 
360-466-3171 x 4004

La Conner School 
District Is Recruiting 
Substitute & Route 
Bus Drivers

Be one of the first faces our 
students see everyday!

THE COUNT MOVES TOWARD 6,000 – This photo was taken Jan. 
29, when Brad Bradford, one of the original Tillinghast bike riders, cel-
ebrated when his 5-year-old, three wheeled tricycle’s odometer hit the 
5,000-mile mark. That is a lot of miles. Brad and many others bicycle 
around La Conner almost every morning at 10 a.m., as long as it is not 
raining or snowing.   – Photo and text courtesy of Ollie Iversen

By Bill Reynolds

Local firefighters are taking a 
step in the right direction when 
it comes to winning the fight 
against cancer. 

Make that many steps. 
Six members of Skagit 

County Fire District 13, 
including Chief Wood Weiss, 
will take part in the 33rd 
annual Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society Firefighter Stair Climb 
in Seattle on March 10. 

The event, whose mission is 
to raise much needed funding 
toward finding a cure for those 
battling blood cancer, is billed 
as the largest on-air stair climb 
competition in the world. 

Standing 788 feet tall, the 
Columbia Center is the loft-
iest building in Seattle and 
the second tallest west of the 
Mississippi River. Firefighters 
participating in the stair climb 
will ascend 69 floors and 1,356 
steps to reach the building’s ac-

claimed sky view observatory. 
This is the 12th Columbia 

Center stair climb for Weiss. 
He and the District 13 team 
will be among an anticipated 
2,000 firefighters from across 
the nation and around the world 
registered to compete. 

The real winners, of course, 
will be those for whom the 
event is designed to benefit. 

“Completing the climb is a 
physical triumph in itself,” said 
an LLS spokesperson. “But it 
is also symbolic of, yet pales 
in comparison to, the strenu-
ous journey that blood cancer 
patients endure. As firefighters 
race to the top, they keep in 
mind that every step forward 
is representative of moving to-
ward finding a cure for all those 
battling this terrible disease.” 

Weiss told the Weekly News 
that the District 13 target goal 
is $2,500. 

“We still need to raise about 
$400,” he said on Friday, “so 

those wishing to help can do so 
by sending donations to Skagit 
County Fire District 13 on the 
LLS website or they can drop 
it by at the Snee Oosh Road 
Station.” 

Funds raised by participat-
ing firefighters will go toward 
blood cancer research and 
patient services. 

Weiss said the fire district 
crew stepped up to the chal-
lenge with a Jan. 27 training 
session at the Swinomish 
Casino & Lodge. District 
firefighters received donations 
then from casino patrons while 
working out on a stair climb-
er machine set up in the food 
court area. 

Over $20 million has been 
raised since the inception of the 
firefighter’s stair climb, which 
now can be undertaken on site 
or virtually. All funds raised 
directly benefit LLS, the largest 
nonprofit dedicated to creating 
a world without blood cancers. 

District 13 firefighters in training for 
69-floor cancer research fundraiser

By Ken Stern

Some 50 area residents attend-
ed the Conway School commu-
nity meeting Feb. 6 to gain more 
information about the Dec. 10 
Olympic Pipeline gasoline spill 
near Conway and the ongoing 
cleanup, local media reported.

Billed as an open house, 
residents could speak with the 
25 experts from state and federal 
agencies and bp, the company 
managing the pipeline, answered 
their questions. A presentation 
was made at a Zoom online 
webinar Feb. 7. Questions and 
answers followed.

Operational update

Last week a sheet pile wall was 
constructed to build a cofferdam, 
which creates a barrier between 
the water of Hill Ditch and the 
bank so the affected soils next to 
the ditch may be removed with-
out impacting the water.

A dewatering system to ensure 
excavation stability and to main-
tain a safe working environment 
will be installed to remove water 
from the soil inside the coffer-
dam by the end of this week.

Fish exclusion nets are in place 
to keep fish out of the cofferdam 
construction area. 

Press reported that the emer-
gency work phase might end in 
April.

The Unified Command is staff 
from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, the 
Washington Department of 
Ecology, the Skagit County 
Department of Emergency 
Management the Swinomish 
Indian Tribal Community and bp.

Department of Ecology 
updates: ecology.wa.gov/Olym-
picPipelineSpill.

Conway gas 
spill update

Ag Summit
. . . (from page 1)

Moving?
Email 
your 
address 
change 
to 
info@laconnernews.com

702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining
360-466-9932

& EATERY, Inc.

 











Wednesday, Feb. 14th
$50 Steak & Prawn 
dinner for 2 
Includes dessert     
Starting 4 PM     
Limited reservations

Feb. 
14th

Feb. 
14th Sweethearts

dinner
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