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FD 13 open house shows new staff units  • p 3
Tidewater Boil at La Conner Marina         • p 8

This summer was a dry one La Conner Schools 
need bus drivers 

(continued on page 5)

DUST IN THE WIND — Top soil billows out behind a tractor as a field along Best Road is plowed on a dry day. 
  — Photo by Nancy Crowell

(continued on page 5)

“We know we’re contending with 
Mother Nature every year,” said 
Michael Hughes, a partner in Hughes 
Farm. That knowledge does not 
make farming any easier, especially 
when the river is low and the rains 
don’t fall. This year’s drought has 
produced mixed effects while forcing 
adjustments and acceptance. Skagit 
County has been in a state-declared 
drought since July 24. The county is 
also experiencing its sixth driest year 
to date, according to the National 
Integrated Drought Information 
System. Farmers with junior water 
rights faced their earliest curtailment 
from pumping out of the Skagit River. 
Skagit PUD transferred water for 
agricultural use, and for the first time, 
charged for it. 

“This year has been a year of 
extremes,” said Vivian Larson, who 
operates Everyday Flowers and 
raises about three acres of flowers for 
wholesale markets. 

Those extremes have brought a 
range of frustrations. 

Potato plants showed early signs of 
stress. Based on experience, Hughes 
anticipates lower yields and smaller 
profiles, which are less desired in some 
markets. 

When Drainage and Irrigation 
Improvement Districts 15 and 22 had 
to stop pumping water from the river 
in June, stress increased. “The people 

I am talking to were very stressed out 
in late June, early July,” said Jenna 
Friebel, executive director of the 

Skagit Drainage and Irrigation District 
Consortium. 

Many farmers saw the dry fall 
and groundwater situation over the 
winter and anticipated the drought, so 
the delay was particularly irritating. 
“Knowing that there’s water there but 
we can’t use it … adds a whole lot of 
stress to everyone,” Hughes said. 

While conditions worsened, Friebel 
worked with Skagit PUD to prepare 
for a water transfer. Transfers do not 
require a declared drought, but that 
does expedite the process. Once the 
state declared the emergency, the 
transfer happened smoothly. 

It helped, but, “Once the plants start 
having that drought stress, you’re 
just trying to hold what’s left,” said 

Hughes. “It’s already impacted yield.” 
Friebel and the farmers are looking 

ahead and hoping to find longer term 
solutions to a basic dilemma: demands 
exceed supply. Droughts make this 
obvious. Friebel hopes to reach an 
agreement with Skagit PUD for 
transfers in the future not dependent 
on drought declarations. She knows 
that a longer-term solution is required, 
because the PUD is not set up to 
provide irrigation water. 

“We’re looking for solutions that 
don’t impact the fisheries,” said 
Freibel. She hopes that studies from 
the Joint Legislative Task Force on 
Water Supply will pave the way for 
reliable solutions for agricultural water 
supplies. 

The lack of rainfall has been a 
concern, but the season has had some 
benefits. “Fortunately, this year we 
didn’t have the extreme heat we’ve 
had in the past,” said Hughes. “That 
did help the plants because they 
didn’t have to contend with as hot of 
temperatures.” Also, dry conditions 
help keep diseases away. 

Larson agreed, recalling the two heat 
dome events in 2021 that “just burned 
everything up.” Dryness offers some 
advantages. “Constantly wet blossoms 
do not do well,” she said. 

Sam Bowhay and Linda 
Fenstermaker of First Cut Farm grow 

Drought persists, requires adjustments and acceptance
By Adam Soward

(continued on page 2)

“Knowing that there’s 
water there but we 
can’t use it … adds a 
whole lot of stress to 
everyone.”

Michael Hughes, Hughes Farm

By Sarah Walls 
and Ken Stern

Harvey Cardwell from Oregon City, Oregon 
grew the winning pumpkin at the 13th Annual 
Skagit Valley Pumpkin Festival at Christianson’s 
Nursery Saturday. The pumpkin weighed 1,460 
pounds. It was the first time he had ever grown 
and weighed a pumpkin in a contest. He has grown 
vegetables before but this was the first year he grew 
pumpkins. 

Just how much water does a giant pumpkin need? 
Up to 600 gallons daily during the heat of summer 
said Cardwell when asked.

He has two more growing at home also.
He was joined by his sister Hillary Bedortha. 

They drove about 4 1/2 hours to get here, leaving 
around 5 a.m. 

First prize was $2,000, a beautiful ribbon and 
perhaps the best part: sharing the experience with 
his sister. If it was not for her, he would not have 

entered.
There were over $5,000 in cash prizes for the 

largest pumpkins and squash and also for the pretti-
est and ugliest pumpkins.

Last year’s winner was slightly bigger, at over 
1,500 pounds. The festival is an official weigh-off 
site for the Giant Pumpkin Commonwealth. The 
festival was sponsored by the Pacific Northwest 
Giant Pumpkin Growers, the Skagit Valley Food 
Co-op and Tractor Supply.

Festival activities included a hay maze by Camp 
Korey, tractor rides and FARM animal rescue and 
mentoring with goats and donkeys.

The pumpkins will be available for viewing for 
the next week or two at Christianson’s and some 
winners may be displayed at the Skagit Valley Food 
Co-op.

Sunny day for Christianson’s Pumpkin Festival

THE WINNER IS – Harvey Cardwell and his sister came up from 
Oregon City, OR, for their first pumpkin contest.  – Photo by Sarah Walls

John Roozen gets award at 
SPF annual auction-dinner
By Anne Basye

You may not know 
John Roozen – but 
you probably know 
his truck. 

On any given day, 
a red F250 Power 
Stroke diesel truck 
from the late 1990s 
may pass you on 
Calhoun or McLean 
roads – or may be 
parked in a field on 
your route. 

“John has about 
500,000 miles on his Ford pickup,” Dave Hedlin 
told attendees at the Skagitonians to Preserve 
Farmland auction last Saturday night. “About 
100,000 of them are in support of the agricultural 
infrastructure of Skagit County, whether that’s 
through the Skagitonians, the Northwest Ag 
Research Center, Washington State ag research or 
water issues.” 

Roozen, co-owner and field manager of 
Washington Bulb Company, was recognized at 
the auction for his 32 years of service to the SPF 
board – and a lifetime in Skagit farming. 

During her introduction, board member Kim 
Good-Rubenstein said that because the 73-year-
old Roozen knows “every happening in Skagit 
County since before he was born,” the board 
often “gets history lessons from him”. 

He wears his passions on his sleeve, she said. 
Preserving farmland in Skagit County is a big 
one. 

“By looking to the south mostly and to the 
north, we don’t have to imagine what’s going to 

By Bill Reynolds

La Conner Schools Finance Director David 
Cram is confident the district’s new fiscal game 
plan is headed in the right direction after declin-
ing student enrollment and loss of COVID-19 
emergency funds forced severe budget cuts for the 
2023-24 academic year. 

Now Cram is hopeful the district’s transporta-
tion department can likewise get past some bumps 
in the road in the form of a bus driver shortage 
that has plagued La Conner Schools since the start 
of the calendar year. 

“We’re definitely in need of drivers,” said Cram, 
whose expanded role this year – yet another indi-
cator of the district’s shrinking budget – includes 
overseeing La Conner’s transportation operations. 

“Right now,” Cram told the Weekly News, 
“we’re running buses at full capacity and we’ve 
had to consolidate routes.” 

Because more student will spend more time 
on buses, Cram said the district is also exploring 
placement of adult monitors on daily routes. 

“We’re trying to put monitors on the buses,” he 

Kim Good-Rubenstein
and John Roozen
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

La Conner staff and the planning commission are updating 
the Town’s short-term rental regulations. These rentals are only 
permitted in the commercial zone – in commercial buildings. 
What purpose will changing these regulations serve? Whom 
will benefit? What is broken that has to be fixed?

Google “short term rental critique” and this article is near 
the top: “Affordable Housing and the Impact of Short-Term 
Rentals.” Staff at the Municipal Research and Services Center 
wrote it for local officials. That is an in-state nonprofit organiza-
tion with the vision of “empowering local governments to better 
serve their communities.” It defines itself as providing “services 
to all 281 cities and towns in Washington.”

The article offers in conclusion: “For those communities 
wrestling with a tight housing supply and a strong tourist/visitor 
market, however, affordable housing is another significant poli-
cy factor to weigh when a local government is considering how 
strictly to regulate short-term rentals. … [M]any experts believe 
that STRs do have a negative impact on affordable housing at 
the local level, especially in high-tourism communities.”

Who has asked the planning commission and staff to expand 
short term rentals into town neighborhoods? 

For years there has been passionate lip service about ex-
panding housing to working class wage earners. This language 
is in La Conner’s comprehensive plan:

“The Town faces new challenges and opportunities as it 
works toward providing housing options for present and future 
generations. Our community has low and moderate wagework-
ers. Since a community benefits from its workers, it has a re-
sponsibility to ensure they have a desirable place to live. There 
is a growing concern over rising housing costs and affordable 
housing.”

But in typical even handed fashion, the plan also commits La 
Conner to: “working to encourage the availability of affordable 
housing for all economic segments of the population.” The 
only “availability” of housing built by for profit developers in the 
last seven years has been for the over half-million dollar-plus 
economic segment of the population.

Residents need to insist to the town’s elected officials and 
staff that they stop “encourage[ing] the availability” of housing 
for the already well-endowed financially among us. Given the 
resources the property-buying class has, why aren’t town pol-
icy and staff efforts 100% – exclusively – focused on dwelling 
units for the “low and moderate wageworkers” who have to 
drive to their jobs here?

It took at least five years to build five dwellings in Channel 
Cove south of Caledonia Street. La Conner’s government 
played little if any role in that. The town has a comprehen-
sive plan that calls for encouraging “affordable housing for all 
economic segments of the population.” At the Sept. 12 town 
council meeting, Councilmember Mary Wohleb voiced the 
interest of absent Councilmember MaryLee Chamberlain that a 
moratorium be considered for short term rentals. 

Enacted, it would be a baby step recognizing that to advance 
the needs of moderate wage earners, the desires of “all eco-
nomic segments of the population” cannot be met. The buyers 
of $1.3 million – or even $759,000 – homes need to fend for 
themselves – and quit hogging planning staff time and resourc-
es.

Chelan County’s code regulating short term rentals states 
that it is necessary to protect “year-round residents’ enjoyment 
of their homes and neighborhoods by minimizing the nuisance 
impact of short-term rentals on adjacent residences and by 
minimizing the detrimental impact of excessive short-term rent-
als on the affordable housing supply.’

Chelan County elected officials and staff are not concerned 
about some residents trying to gain extra income by renting 
out their homes while they, what – go elsewhere for leisure and 
vacation?

While Labor Day has passed, we can continue to ask and 
sing the question, “Which side are you on?”

– Ken Stern

Pope Francis will release 
a follow-up document on the 
environment on Oct. 4, providing 
an update to his 2015 encyclical 
“Laudato Si’,” “On Care for Our 
Common Home” – a landmark 
papal letter that offered a rallying 
cry for global action in the fight 
against climate change. Francis 
said the new document is an 
effort to help “put an end to 
the senseless war against our 
common home” and comes after 
a summer of record-breaking 
rising temperatures, wildfires and 
storms. 

The pope’s remarks came 
during his general audience 
at the Vatican on Aug. 30. He 
first made mention of such a 
document during an Aug. 21 
meeting with European lawyers, 
saying only that he was writing 
a “second part to ‘Laudato 
Si’’ to update it on current 
problems.” Few details have 
emerged about its content, the 
Vatican only stating that it will 
address “the most recent extreme 

weather events and catastrophes 
affecting people across the five 
continents.” 

The pope’s 2015 encyclical 
was timed to be released ahead 
of the United Nations climate 
change conference in Paris, 
where nearly 200 nations entered 
into a historic agreement to 
reduce carbon emissions. In 
his remarks to the lawyers, he 
said “that future generations 
are entitled to receive from our 
hands a beautiful and habitable 
world and that this entails 
grave responsibilities toward 
the natural world that we have 
received from the hands of God.” 

The Oct. 4 release date of 
the new exhortation is the feast 
day of the pope’s namesake, 
St. Francis of Assisi – the 12th 
century saint known for his 
concern for the poor and the 
environment. It is also the date 
of the final day of what is known 
as the “Season of Creation,” a 
month-long ecumenical initiative 
aimed at inspiring greater prayer 
and environmental action among 
Christians. 

Caring for creation

By Jerry Cornfield -

The Washington Supreme 
Court ruled Sept. 7 the state is 
not required to fully cover school 
construction costs, dealing a 
blow to districts unable to raise 
the local tax dollars they need for 
new buildings and other facility 
upgrades.

In its unanimous decision, the 
court said Washington’s consti-
tutional mandate for the state 
to amply fund basic education 
does not extend to capital project 
expenses. Rather, it envisions the 
state and local school districts 
will “share the responsibility.”

“It is certainly true that stu-
dents need buildings, labs and 
gyms to gain an education,” 
Justice Sheryl Gordon McCloud 
wrote for the majority. But, she 
noted, “it is clear that the consti-
tution as a whole treats funding 
for school capital costs different-
ly than it treats funding for other 
education costs.”

It creates a “workable 
scheme,” she wrote, in which 
districts can raise money from 
passage of levies and bonds and, 
if eligible, obtain funding from 
the state’s school construction 
program.

The decision leaves untouched 
the existing process of requiring 
districts to provide some money 
upfront before they qualify for 
a cut from the state’s School 
Construction Assistance Pro-
gram. It also leaves the door ajar 
for future legislative and maybe 
judicial, actions to clarify the 
sharing of costs.

Associate Chief Justice 
Charles Johnson, in a concurring 
opinion, said the current system 
isn’t working as intended and can 
be unfair.

“The existing program does 
not help the districts that need 
it the most because they can-
not pass the necessary bond,” 
he wrote. “The State should 
not selectively deny funds for 
high-quality education environ-
ments based on the district’s lack 
of local monetary support.”

He suggested there should be 
further consideration of whether 
the state should be responsible 
for a specific percentage of costs 
and if the constitution “creates 
an obligation that the com-
mon school construction fund 
be distributed in a manner that 
is accessible to the low-income, 
rural districts.”
Dismissed but not defeated

From Washington’s birth as a 
state until the middle of the last 
century, local school districts 
bore responsibility for building 
and maintaining their campuses.

In the 1960s, the state consti-
tution was amended to include 
the creation of a common school 
construction fund. Today, the 
state provides grants to school 
districts for construction and 
modernization primarily through 
the School Construction Assis-
tance Program. 

To be eligible, current law 
requires a school district provide 
local funding “equal to or greater 
than the difference between the 
total approved project cost and 
the amount of state funding 
assistance.”

The state Supreme Court case 
arose from the plight of a tiny 
school district in Wahkiakum 
County, along the Columbia Riv-
er, that’s been unable to qualify 
for a cut of state aid because 
its voters are rejecting bond 
measures.

The Wahkiakum School Dis-
trict has less than 500 students, 
more than half are low-income 
and fewer than 3,500 registered 
voters whose per capita income 
is approximately $29,000. Voters 
most recently turned down a 
bond in 2020 that was to help 
build a high school.

In its suit, the district cited the 
state constitution tenet that it is 
the “paramount duty of the state 
to make ample provision for the 
education of all children residing 
within its borders.”

The district argued it “does 
not have the facilities needed to 
safely provide all its students a 
realistic and effective opportuni-
ty to obtain the knowledge and 
skills encompassed within the 
word ‘education,’” according to 
the ruling.

As a result, it argued it was in-
cumbent upon the state to pay for 
those facilities. Had the district 
prevailed, it could have forced 
the state to pick up a multi-bil-
lion dollar tab for school projects 
underway and planned across the 
state.

“Our case was dismissed. 
That’s very disappointing. But 
it doesn’t mean the issue is 
resolved or over,” Superinten-
dent Brent Freeman said after the 
ruling. “When the district doesn’t 
have the capacity to access those 
[School Construction Assistance 
Program] funds, that’s uncon-
stitutional. We’re not the only 
district in this situation.”

Attorney Thomas Ahearne, 
who represented the district, said 
this case is done but the district 
and others in the same position, 
will keep fighting.

“To now sit on the sidelines 
would only entrench the deep 
chasm that currently separates 
the education our state provides 
to students in wealthier ZIP 
codes and students in lower-in-
come ZIP codes like Wahkia-
kum,” he said in a statement.
In pursuit of change

Arguments in this case echo 
those underlying the court’s his-
toric 2012 ruling in the McCleary 
case that rewrote the rules for 
how the state pays for providing 
a basic K-12 education.

A lawsuit filed in 2007 by 
parents and educators led to the 
Supreme Court deciding state 
funding for education was not 
adequate, equitable or ample. 
Justices also found the school 
funding system unconstitutional 
because it caused school districts 
to use local property taxes to pay 
for basic education.

It gave the state several years 
to set things right because they 
had to unravel a half-century of 
legislative decisions on which 
the funding of public schools was 
built – illegally, it turned out. 

In its ruling Thursday, Gor-
don McCloud noted that while 
McCleary and a 1978 case 
involving the Seattle School 
District emphasized the state 
must provide ample funding for a 
basic education, neither explic-
itly included or excluded capital 
construction costs.

“This court has the duty to 
define the broad constitutional 
guidelines of an education and 
the legislature has the duty to 
give substantive content to the 
program of basic education,” she 
wrote.

After the ruling, Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction Chris 
Reykdal said he would ask the 
Legislature to continue to invest 
in grant programs that support 
school construction in the pri-
marily rural communities with 
smaller tax bases.

And the chief architects of the 
state capital budget said they’re 
interested in revisiting and revis-
ing, rules to ensure Wahkiakum 
gets a better shot at state funds. 
School construction funding is a 
major piece of the capital spend-
ing plan.

“We need to come up with 
a different formula that works 
and that is fair and has some 
community participation,” said 
Rep. Steve Tharinger, D-Port 
Townsend, chair of the House 
Capital Budget Committee. 

Lawmakers nearly passed a 
bill this year to make changes 
sought by small districts. A 
version passed in each chamber 
but the differences could not be 
reconciled before adjournment.

“We’ve still got to find more 
ways to help build and maintain 
schools in districts with low 
property values or that have dif-
ficulty passing local bonds,” said 
Sen. Mark Mullet, D-Issaquah, 
vice chair of the Ways and 
Means Committee. “We couldn’t 
come to a final agreement last 
year, but I’m committed to con-
tinuing that work and reaching 
an agreement.”

Washington Supreme Court: State does not 
have to pay 100% of school construction costs

Mikala Staples Hughes spoke 
for her own interests as an ag-
ricultural executive, passionate 
about the preservation of farm 
operations, at the Skagit County 
hearing on agritourism. She is 

not with Hughes Farms as the 
Sept. 6 correction in the Weekly 
News stated. She is the wife of a 
fourth generation farmer.

The editor regrets the error.

CORRECTION

It doesn’t make sense for 
faith groups to approach climate 
action only from their own 
respective traditions. As Pope 
Francis said in “Laudato Si’:” 
“We need a conversation which 
includes everyone, since the 
environmental challenge we 
are undergoing and its human 
roots, concern and affect us all. 
We require a new and universal 
solidarity.” The vital work of 
care for creation must be done 
together. 

Fr. Paul Magnano
Parish Priest 
Skagit Valley 
Catholic Churches 

From the editor—

Shortening short term rentals

Drought  . . . (from page 1)
grow organic vegetables and 
faced the drought with mixed 
reactions. Last year’s cold, 
damp spring meant everything 
was late, slowing cashflow and 
harming potatoes. By contrast, 
the dryness this year is good for 
their beans, which mold easily. 
Fortunately, First Cut Farm had 
access to water, but Bowhay and 
Fenstermaker worry about the 
water table’s future. “We need 
the rain to come back soon,” said 
Fenstermaker. 

Usually, autumn rains soften 
the ground and cool it. Without 
that, according to Hughes, “the 
ground just stays hard, and you 
start damaging potatoes when 
you get to harvest.” 

Larson tries to maintain 
perspective. “I think there’s 
always going to be something 
like the weather that changes 
something that we do. It’s been 
that way forever, whether too 
much rain, too much heat, too 
much cold. ... There’s no way we 
can control that.” she said. “To 
worry about that is not something 
that I choose to do.” 
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MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY

MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”

A NEW TAX CREDIT FOR WASHINGTON WORKERS

FIND OUT MORE | OBTENGA MÁS INFORMACIÓN

(360) 763-7300 

UN NUEVO PAGO PARA TRABAJADORES DE WASHINGTON 

WorkingFamiliesCredit.wa.gov

Who is eligible for a tax credit? 
Lived in Washington a minimum of 183 days.
Are at least 25 and under 65 years of age OR
have a qualifying child in 2022.
Filed a 2022 federal tax return with a SSN or
ITIN.
Low to moderate income families who meet
the income thresholds.

¿Quién es elegible para recibir un pago?
Haber vivido en Washington durante
183 días como mínimo
Tener entre 25 y 65 años o tener un hijo
que cumpla con los requisitos en 2022
Haber presentado una declaración de
impuestos federales en 2022 usando un
SSN or ITIN
Cumplir con los límites de ingresos 

You can apply online, by paper, or
through a tax preparer company.

Puede solicitarlo por Internet, en
papel o a través de una empresa de
preparación de impuestos.
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Arne Svendsen Trucking
Rockery Rock • Rip Rap

Dump Trucking
Crush Rock • Grading • Pit Run

360-424-0258
ARNEST1044BW

Home renovations · remodels · flooring · drywall · decks 
door/window replacement · siding · interior/exterior painting 

 big and small jobs

JL’s Contracting Solutions

360-840-5538
Joshlockrem@gmail.com

Josh Lockrem
Licensed*Bonded*Insured

La Conner Landing 
Marine Services
541 North 3rd Street, La Conner, WA  

HIRING PART TIME POSITIONS

Winter 5 days/week 9 – 3    
Summer 7 days/week 8 – 6
PART TIME: Dock Manager/
Cashier & Dock Assistants
Great easy fun job working / 
flexible hours, good pay

Tim 360.941.2777  
Ronaye 360.202.0417

Bark • Topsoil • Compost • Multh • Sawdust • Shavings • Cedar Chips • Hogged 
Fuel • Sand • Gravel • Rock • Recycle Services • Delivery Large & Small

360-293-7188
12469 Reservation Rd., Anacortes

WWW.SUNLANDTOPSOIL.COM

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 49 YEARS

Mon-Fri, 8am-4:30pm, Sat, 8am-4pm

FREE DELIVERY • FULL LOAD • MOST AREAS
STAY HEALTHY! SAVE MONEY! GROW YOUR OWN VEGGIES! 

LIC# SUNLABTO88PL

ONLINE GO TO:
www.laconnerweeklynews.com

AALBU BROTHERS – 
SINCE 1906

We specialize in metal 
fabrication and fabrication services

Aluminum Boat Repair
Farm Implement Repair

425-252-9751
19129 Smokey Point Blvd

Arlington, WA 98223
sales@aalbubrothers.com
www.aalbubrothers.com

Hours: 8AM — 4:30PM   ●    Monday — Friday
Open weekends by appintment only
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
    ARNEST1044BW 

360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.

Proceeds from our 
non-profi t shop benefi t 

our community.

New arrivals weekly!
Photos posted Thursdays

on our Facebook page

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun 

11am - 5pm
 3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!

Donations accepted 
Mondays 1pm - 3pm 

It’s All Here!
Clothing, Housewares
Furniture, Collectibles
Linens, Books, Shoes
Art, Antiques, More~

“La Conner’s Dept. Store”

Good Jobs for the Skagit Valley 
www.portofskagit.com     |     360-757-0011 

Aerospace Manufacturing 
Marine Manufacturing 

Value-added Agriculture 
Broadband Infrastructure 
Economic Development  

General Manufacturing 
Business Aviation 
Outdoor Recreation 

 

And so much more….. 

By Bill Reynolds

Contributions to local firefight-
ing by retired Skagit County Fire 
District 13 Commissioner Larry 
Kibbee won’t soon – if ever – be 
forgotten. 

That is because Kibbee’s name 
will be associated with improve-
ments at the district’s Snee-Oosh 
Road firehall. 

The district’s new firefighter 
and EMT residential units will be 
dedicated in honor of Kibbee’s 
service and showcased during a 
Sept. 13 public open house 12-2 
p.m. at the Snee-Oosh station. 

“It will be a two-hour event,” 
district fire chief Wood Weiss 
said, and will include building 
tours, information booths, distri-
bution of bicycle safety helmets 
by Swinomish Tribal Police, 
smoke alarm demonstrations 
by American Red Cross repre-
sentatives and a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. 

The day comes amid what 
has been a busy year for the fire 
district, whose coverage area 
includes Swinomish Reservation 
and rural La Conner. 

Weiss said district emergency 
crews are on pace to respond to 
about 1,500 service calls in 2023. 

“We’re a very busy district,” 
Weiss told fire commissioners 
during their monthly hybrid 
meeting last Thursday. 

District 13 rolled on 130 calls 
in August. The district logged 
945 incident responses from 
January through August this 
year, up from 910 a year ago and 
810 over the same eight-month 
period in 2021. 

Weiss and Assistant Chief 
Jamie Jurdi themselves were 
busy throughout the Sept. 14 
session as they administered 
several oaths of office, including 
the promotion to captain of 
medical officer Drew Farrell. 

The commissioners’ meeting 
was held at 8 a.m., one hour 
earlier than usual, so district 
staff could attend the funeral 
of Swinomish Indian Tribal 
Community Fish and Wildlife 
Enforcement Chief Joe Bailey. 

The commissioners, who 
regularly convene on the second 
Thursday of each month, will 
meet Oct. 5 at 9 a.m. 

By Bill Reynolds

The sands of time have shifted 
from the hourglass to poly bags 
that will soon be strategically 
placed along the La Conner 
waterfront ahead of king tide 
season. 

Facing an Oct. 1 deadline to 
install sandbags and ecology 
blocks in areas prone to flooding, 
the La Conner Town Council 
last week approved purchases of 
equipment and barriers designed 
to thwart the high-water dam-
age that plagued the town last 
December. 

The council, acting upon rec-
ommendations of the Emergency 
Management Commission, gave 
Public Works Director Brian 
Lease the go-ahead at its Sept. 
12 hybrid session to buy ecology 
blocks, pre-filled poly sandbags 
and a generator in preparation for 
fall and winter high tide condi-
tions on Swinomish Channel. 

Commission chair Bill Stokes 
said beforehand it was impera-
tive that the council take imme-
diate action. 

“We only have until October 
for Brian to get all this done in 
time,” Stokes said. 

Lease, whose staff have filled 
nearly 800 bags to date, said he 
will order another 5,600 pre-
filled bags. He said the poly 
bags can last up to three years if 
properly handled and stored. 

“We intend to get them staged 

right away and we intend to 
reuse them,” Lease said. 

Lease said he had received 
overwhelming support from 
waterfront store owners to 
proactively place flood barriers 
on their properties. Stokes also 
reported positive responses from 
Upper Skagit Indian Tribe rep-
resentatives, whom he had met 
with on Sept. 1, about putting 
ecology blocks on their spacious 
south waterfront site. 

The Town has secured tempo-
rary use of pumps, a sandbagger 
machine and forklift to round out 
its short-term flood mitigation 
plan. 

The emergency management 
commission, which convenes 
the hour prior to council meet-
ings, is charged with addressing 
short-term and long-range flood 
impacts as well as prepared-
ness strategies for other natural 
disasters, including earthquakes, 
tsunamis and wildland fires. 

“Washington is the second 
most seismic state in the lower 
48,” reminded commissioner 
Jerry George. “A category seven 
earthquake would knock out La 
Conner’s water and power. We, 
as a group, should continue to 
work on this.” 

Town Administrator Scott 
Thomas agreed. 

“In the case of an earthquake,” 
Thomas said, “we’re going to 
rely on others beyond what we 
can handle ourselves.” 

Councilmember Rick Dole, 
liaison to the commission, said 
a good starting point is for res-
idents to collaborate with their 
neighbors. 

“It’s important to get to know 
your neighbors and their needs,” 
Dole said, “so that there’s that 
level of awareness in case of an 
emergency. Communication is 
the key.” 

Stokes suggested the develop-
ment of emergency preparedness 
brochures for distribution  at 
community events such as high 
school football games. 

Commissioner Jamie 
Throgmorton provided her 
colleagues with a detailed 
handout on climate change. 

“People are worried about 
climate change,” she said, “but 
people don’t know where to turn 
yet.” 

Throgmorton favors inte-
grating La Conner’s disaster 
preparedness and emergency 
management experience with 
similar communities. 

“I would like to communicate 
with other coastal towns impact-
ed by climate change,” she said. 
“We need more education and 
communication. These are going 
to be serious times in the next 
couple of decades. All of us need 
to start thinking about it in order 
to make more informed deci-
sions. It will be a long process. 
It’s not going to happen today or 
tomorrow.”

Town Council approves purchases of key 
saltwater flood mitigation items

FD 13 Open House names 
units to honor Larry Kibbee

Saturday Sept. 23rd, 12:00-2:00

Open House

Meet your Firefi ghters   ■   Tours, Food, Fun & Games
17433 Snee Oosh Rd., La Conner, WA

Skagit Fire District 13

Did you talk like a pirate Tues-
day, the 26th annual International 
Talk like a Pirate Day?

Arrr you ready for fall? It starts 
Friday, Sept. 22 at 11:50 p.m. 

Fall and pirates ahoy

The La Conner Weekly News: 
Your community newspaper

Your Independent Hometown Award Winning Newspaper

VOL. 10 • NO. 30 • 18                         WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER, 1, 2017                 75 ¢
LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS 

Stay informed with 
the Weekly News

Keep connected: 
Part of your role 
as a citizen in our 
democracy

Subscribe or give a gift. 
Call or go online. 
Get the paper 
that delivers. 

Read it 
wherever 
you are

119 N. Third St., La Conner, WA 98257
360-466-3315 • Fax 360-466-1195 • www.laconnerweeklynews.com
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Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

(regular price)

Fall is for
Planting Sale
The best time of the year for planting!

  Fruit Flowering, Shade trees ,
Rhododendrons, Azaleas, & Roses

25% OFF

“People’s 
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Here is the proof for the  Sept. 14th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

(regular price)

Fall is for
Planting Sale

The best time of the year for planting!

Fruit, flowing and  shade trees. 
Roses, rhododendrons & azaleas.

25% OFF

through September 30th

“People’s 
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the May 4th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Fridays
‘ til 7 p.m.

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Geraniums

20% Off
through May 8th

Everblooming
Zonals, Ivies,

Martha Washingtons
and scented
geraniums
in 4” pots.

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

September 15-28th

360-466-3821

360-466-9932 • 702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

WATERFRONT DECK SEATING 
INDOOR AIR CONDITIONING

& EATERY, Inc.

Kitchen OPEN Sun. thru Thurs., until 
9 PM / Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

VOTED SKAGIT’S BEST
Fish and ChipsEST. 1972 - Family Operated

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer 
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY • BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
HAND-DIPPED FISH & CHIPS ON THURSDAYS
FRIDAY - SUNDAY: We have delicious burgers

featuring Mesman’s organic beef
19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon

Hours: Tues.-Sun.: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9 • Mon.: 11 to 5
Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill

Hours: Tues.-Sun.: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9 • Mon.: 11 to 5

1st Saturday Markets 
May – September, 11 am to 4 pm

Seeking vendors, talent & local businesses
Register at KXAESTATES.COM

Emerald Flats  • 14969 W Bow Hill Rd, Bow

Commercial space for community use
Markets • Pop-Up Retail • Food & Services

Featuring

 & 
Beauty & Wellness Studios

La Conner School District laments Wahkiakum 
state Supreme Court funding decision
By Bill Reynolds 

The Wahkiakum School District 
lost its two-year legal challenge 
seeking increased state funding 
for campus building and main-
tenance projects Washington 
state’s Supreme Court unani-
mously ruled Sept. 7.

La Conner Schools officials 
feel the southwest Washington 
district’s pain. 

“It was too bad that they 
lost,” La Conner School Board 
President Susie Deyo said during 
the local panel’s 45-minute study 
session Sept. 11. 

The district had donated 
$3,000 to the Wahkiakum dis-
trict’s legal battle. 

“All together, they raised 
about $100,000,” Deyo said. 
The Wahkiakum County district 
challenged a statewide funding 
model requiring commitment 
by a super-majority of district 
taxpayers to long-term bonds to 
finance school capital improve-
ments. 

Wahkiakum voters have not 
approved a school construction 
bond in more than 20 years. 
School leaders there have argued 
that rural and low property 
wealth districts with limited tax 
bases are unfairly impacted by 
the present system. 

The state Supreme Court 
didn’t see it that way, deciding 

that the state isn’t required to 
cover 100 per cent of school 
capital improvements costs. 

The litigation, citing outdated 
wiring and leaky roofs on its 
400-student campus, had sought 
extension of the state’s mandate 
to fully fund basic education to 
include campus construction and 
maintenance work. The court, 
however, opined that school 
construction is a shared respon-
sibility between local and state 
governments. 

Here, district officials had for 
several years set aside $200,000 
annually for capital projects. 
That is not an option now. 
Reduced revenue from declining 
student enrollment and loss of 
federal COVID-19 emergency 
funds forced severe 2023-2024 
budget cuts. The district was able 
to complete major roofing and 
siding repairs last year thanks in 
large measure to contributions 
by the Swinomish Indian Tribal 
Community. 

Deyo said that despite the 
Wahkiakum setback at the state 
Supreme Court, state schools 
chief Chris Reykdal remains 
onboard with efforts to obtain 
construction and maintenance 
cost relief for rural districts. 

“He has said he will continue 
to lobby before the legislature for 
more capital funds and also to 
reduce the levy approval rate to 

By Bill Reynolds 

The new-look La Conner High 
School volleyball team, beset with 
heavy graduation losses, produced 
quite familiar results at NW2B foe 
Concrete Thursday night. 

The defending state 2B title win-
ners forged a straight-sets triumph in 

their league debut, after successive 
setbacks to tough 1A net programs 
Lynden Christian and Meridian and 
a 3-1 loss to a talented 1B Neah Bay 
club Wednesday at Landy James 
Gym. Neah Bay swept NW2B 
Coupeville, a team La Conner is 
expected to vie for conference 
top honors, during its long two-

match road swing from Cape 
Flattery last week. 

The Lady Braves (1-0 in 
NW2B play, 1-3 overall) return 
to their non-conference schedule 
tonight (Wednesday) against 4A 
Glacier Peak. 

Volleyball team crushes Concrete on road

By Bill Reynolds

The Lady Braves soccer 
team gained a win in town last 
Thursday. Lydia Grossglass and 
Maicy Bowles scored goals and 
Josi Straathof and Annika Keith 
recorded key saves for a home 
non-conference victory over 
Forest Ridge Sacred Heart High 
of Bellevue. The La Conner girls’ 
soccer team (2-2) was slated 
to open league play at home 
Tuesday opposite Friday Harbor. 
Boys soccer

The Braves soccer team, 
meanwhile, played NW2B power 
and defending state champion 
Friday Harbor on nearly equal 
terms at home Friday afternoon. 

The Wolverines, with the wind 

at their back, bolted to a 2-0 
halftime lead before holding on 
for a 2-1 victory. 

Rueben Hall scored for La 
Conner after the break and 
Hadden Zimmerman almost 
deadlocked matters with a long 
shot that sailed slightly wide 
right in the waning moments. 

La Conner was looking to 
square its ledger after opening 
with a 1-0 shutout loss at Lopez 
Island. 

Braves’ head coach Galen 
McKnight lauded his entire 
roster afterward for having 
competed hard against Friday 
Harbor. He singled out goal-
keeper Tyler Cicotte – who made 
several clutch saves in just his 
second-ever start in the net – and 

Kale Navarrette Higgins for 
outstanding play. 

“It was a hard-fought match,” 
said McKnight. “I thought Tyler 
was awesome. He had lots of 
saves. And Kale played great, 
too.” 

Cicotte said he wasn’t ner-
vous facing the defending state 
champs. 

“I got the nerves out of the 
way in that first game at Lopez,” 
he said. 

Next up for the Braves, who 
were at Mount Vernon Christian 
on Monday, is Friday’s (Sept. 
22) visit to Concordia Christian 
Academy in Tacoma.

Girls win, now 2-2
High school soccer teams making progress

By Bill Reynolds

Friday Harbor converted 
three straight second quarter 
La Conner turnovers into 
touchdowns, securing a 
convincing 41-0 NW2B grid 
triumph at Whittaker Field on 
Thursday. 

Quarterback Whiley Mc-
Cutcheon threw a pair of scoring 
tosses to Triston Bremer and 
ran for another TD – all in the 
final 5:14 of the opening half 
–to break open what had been a 
closely fought defensive battle 

in the league opener for both 
teams. 

With the win, Friday Harbor 
improved to 2-1 overall. La 
Conner, fell to 0-2 after  a 28-
12 setback to 2A Evergreen of 
Seattle. 

The team was minus four 
starters, including playmaker 
Tommy Murdock. 

Murdock, a state hurdles 
champion, was out sick. Other 
key players missed to attend 
funeral services for revered 
Swinomish Fish & Wildlife 
Enforcement Chief Joe Bailey. 

The Braves were down just 
one score early in the second 
frame when a low snap in punt 
formation turned the ball over to 
Friday Harbor at the La Conner 
25. 

McCutcheon then marshalled 
a short five-play scoring march 
capped by a 14-yard TD strike 
to Bremer. McCutcheon fol-
lowed with a two-point conver-
sion run that extended the lead 

to 14-0. 
On La Conner’s ensuing se-

ries, the Braves’ fumble on their 
22-yard line. McCutcheon threw 
another touchdown pass on the 
next play. The extra point made 
it 21-0. 

A promising drive, set up by 
a Logan Burks kickoff return to 
the Braves’ 40, was thwarted by 
yet another turnover. After quar-
terback Ivory Damien scrambled 
for 21 yards and C.J. Edwards 
gained another six, the Braves 
fumbled again. Six plays later 
McCutcheon blasted in from 
two yards out, making it 27-0 at 
the break. 

The Wolverines added a pair 
of second half scores. The cap-
per was a McCutcheon 64-yard 
sweep around left end with 1:01 
to play in the third quarter. 

La Conner did have some 
highlights to build on ahead 
of the Braves’ league test at 
Coupeville this Friday. 

Damien connected in the sec-
ond half on pass completions of 
12 and 25 yards to Edwards and 
an 18-yarder to freshman Jimbo 
Bobb. Kenai Zimmerman reeled 
off a 13-yard first down run off 
left tackle in the final stanza. 
Damien placed a punt at the Fri-
day Harbor one-yard-line after 
the team’s final series stalled at 
the Wolverines’ 29. 

La Conner and Friday Harbor 
will meet again Oct. 13 on San 
Juan Island. 

The Braves are aiming to 
make plays like that on a more 
consistent basis starting with 
their Sept. 22 date with the 
Wolves. 

La Conner head coach Charlie 
Edwards’ charges will face a 
Coupeville team making its 
NW2B debut. The Wolves 
opened the season with two non-
league losses. 

Football Braves fall to Friday Harbor’s Wolverines

360-757-0445 info@skagithumane.org 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington, WA 98233

Humane Society 
of Skagit Valley

Spay and Neuter Saves lives!  
Please Spay, Neuter, Adopt, Volunteer, Donate!
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For 30 years, I’ve been en-
amored with native plants from 
Asia – peony, azalea, camellia, 
hydrangea, wisteria, kerria, bam-
boo and chrysanthemum to name 
a few. But recently, after reading 
Douglas Tallamy’s “Nature’s 
Best Hope: A New Approach to 
Conservation that Starts in Your 
Yard,” I’ve turned to northwest-
ern natives. 

Tallamy, a professor of ento-
mology and wildlife ecology at 
the University of Delaware, urg-
es us to ditch our lawns and or-
namentals and grow native plants 
instead. “Turfgrass has replaced 
diverse native plant communities 
in more than 40 million acres and 
we are adding 500 square miles 
of lawn to the United States each 
year,” he writes. 

Then there’s the question 
of our water resources as we 
see drought spreading across 
the western U.S. and parts of 
the world. “In the U.S., lawn 
irrigation consumes on average 
more than eight billion gallons 
of water daily,” and, according to 
the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, “40-60 percent of 
fertilizers applied to lawns end 
up in surface and groundwater.” 
In addition, we have pesticides 
that further contaminate our wa-
ter and routinely kill pollinators. 
“Forty percent of these chemicals 
are banned in other countries 
because they are carcinogens.” 

Tallamy’s mission is to begin a 
grass-roots movement of individ-
ual homeowners and gardeners 
growing native plants to create 
corridors of natural landscape. 

He suggests three action steps: 
• Reduce our lawns to curb 

water, fertilizer and pesticide use. 
• Plant more natives (to bring 

in beneficial habitat, food for 
native pollinators and reduce 
water use. 

• Remove invasives because 
they crowd out and replace vital 
natives. 

After reading Tallamy’s book 

I woke up to how “me” centered 
my gardening had been: growing 
plants that pleased only me, 
without the slightest thought to 
our many birds, butterflies, bees 
and other creatures struggling to 
survive. For example, I found no 
reference that listed my beloved 
peonies as pollinator-friendly 
plants in the Pacific Northwest. 
Hydrangea? No. Kerria and 
wisteria? Not really. Camellia? 
Maybe. Cisco Morris suggests 
that Anna’s hummingbirds enjoy 
“Yuletide,” since it is red, single-
petaled and blooms in winter, but 
I have no personal observation 
to report. More importantly, 
“80% of a hummingbird’s diet is 
insects and spiders.” 

“And what about cultivars?” 
many ask Tallamy. What about 
those many stunning and alluring 
flower and leaf varieties pro-
duced through selective breed-
ing that we find at most of our 
nurseries? According to research 
done by Tallamy and other 
scientists, whether a cultivar 
retains any benefit to pollinators 
depends on what was modified. 
He advises avoiding plants where 
the leaf color has been changed 
from green to brown, purple or 
red (because insects like chlo-
rophyll) and it is best to avoid 
flowers that went from sin-
gle-petaled to multi-petaled (bees 
can’t get inside), or plants that 
have been made sterile. On the 
other hand, a woody plant made 
shorter is relatively okay. In sum, 
no one size fits all. 

A quick tutorial can be found 
on the Grow Native website: 
grownative.org/learn/natives-
cultivars-and-nativars/ or in the 
Q&A in Tallamy’s book. 

For more specific ideas, photos 
and discussion about creating na-
tive gardens and their beneficial 
impacts on the ecosystem read 
the Skagit County WSU Exten-
sion Master Gardener blog post 
at skagitmg.org/natures_hope/

Tallamy’s ‘home-grown’ national park 
by Joan Stamm

NOT SNOW GEESE - A squadron of white pelicans that flew over La Conner Sept. 18 around 
4 p.m. might have temporarily fooled people looking for snow geese, but their considerable 
size made it clear they were a different type of water fowl.

—Photo by Nancy Crowell

confirmed on Thursday. 
There is a need for drivers to 

cover academic field trips and 
transportation to and from athletic 
events through the school year. 

“The sports trips are a good 
deal for people who like to watch 
the games,” said Cram, a three-
sport athlete when he attended La 
Conner. 

The district has had a driver 
shortage since coming out of the 
pandemic. Add to that several 
retirements and loss of staff – 
including longtime transportation 
director (and current school board 

member) Kim Pedroza to other 
districts. 

Former department mechanic 
Randy Swift, now retired, alerted 
the board last January to the bud-
ding bus driver shortage. 

“Right now,” he said then, “it’s 
past critical. If I didn’t care, I 
wouldn’t be here.” 

La Conner is not alone in being 
short bus drivers. Districts across 
the region, state and nation are 
likewise feeling the crunch. 

Media outlets have reported on 
the topic, noting that some districts 
have staggered bus schedules and 
even paid parents to drive to fill 

driver shortages. A USA Today 
analysis reported that every state 
in the country has faced difficulties 
from the lack of qualified school 
bus drivers. 

Cram, who invites those 
interested in joining the district’s 
transportation team to contact him, 
said among the benefits the local 
district offers is staff camaraderie. 

“We have a lot of great people, 
quite a few of them alums,” said 
Cram, pointing to longtime driver 
Barb Howlett as a prime example, 
“who care about the district and 
are all about doing what’s best for 
kids.”

happen if we don’t fight hard 
right now,” Roozen said in a 
video produced for the event. 

“I want to pass this 
unbelievable thing on as 
best I can and that’s why 
the Skagitonians to Preserve 
Farmland is so important to 
me.” 

Besides Hedlin and 
Rubinstein, many greater La 
Conner residents and farmers 
were among the 300 people at 
the St. Joseph Center in Mount 
Vernon. 

La Conner Seafood and 
Prime Rib showcased the 
bounty of the Magic Skagit, 
with 90 percent of the menu 
produced locally by, among 
others, Hedlin Family Farm, 
Water Tank Bakery and 
Hart’s Farm and Homestead. 
Georgia Johnson, Patsy Good, 
Schuh Farms and The Fork 
contributed desserts. 

Kevin Paul’s sculpture 
of a sleeping WSU cougar 
was auctioned off for $4200. 
A weekend “Escape to La 
Conner” donated by Good-
Rubenstein and Thomas Palmer 

of the Oyster and Thistle earned 
$800. Roozen and Good-
Rubenstein’s annual “Amber 
Waves of Grain Dinner” for 
eight, served in a Roozen wheat 
or barley field, netted $4,000. 
The $237,000 raised Saturday 
night will go to support SPF’s 
work. 

Next time John Roozen 
drives by in his truck, wave. 
Who knows? You may already 
know him, for when Good-
Rubenstein asked everyone 
present who knew John Roozen 
to raise their hand – half the 
audience did. 

Buses . . . (from page 1)

Roozen  (from page 1)



Classified ads now in print and online • same low price
Submit your ad by Sunday noon for next issue publishing • laconnerweeklynews.com/classifiedads or 360-466-3315

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE Snee Oosh 
Waterfront. AIA award winning 
remodel in this beautiful island 
waterfront home (no Ferry Req’d). 
All one level, 3 bedroom +Den+ 
office with spacious primary 
ensuite with 18’ dressing room 
and closet. Eagle greets the 
morning at the kitchen garden 
window, vertical fir cabinetry, 
counters and island concrete 
inlaid w/beach stones. Contrasting 
blue steel/satin steel surround FP 
with fir mantle. Oak and tile floors 
with Tibetan carpet in Primary. 
Garage storage + shop/storage 
space. Metal Roof. Stunning 
westerly facing sunsets. 23’ 
covered porch overlooks Kiket 
Bay from Lone Tree Point, Hope 
Island to Similk Bay. One acre 
lot with 100’ beachfront. Easy 
access to Kiket Island /Kukutali 
Hiking trails. Fee Simple Land, 
individual Well and Generator. 
Kristine Stultz, 360-708-9967, 
kristinestultz@gmail.com.

WANTED: LaConner apartment 
rental wanted by a mature, able-
bodied veteran with excellent 
local references. 360-421-2423

APARTMENT FOR RENT: On 
First St., channel view, center 
of town. Ideal for retirement, 1 
bedroom over the Red Door. 
$2,500 a month. 206-669-2447 or 
360-708-6495

JO’S HEALING HANDS. Time 
for a massage. Call Jo’s Healing 
Hands for an appointment. 360-
708-2022.

RENTAL WANTED: Mature La 
Conner business owner seeking 
1 or 2 bedroom (one occupant) 
house, apartment, or condo in 
La Conner vicinity. Need before 
October 30. 360-299-2353.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 

with a $325 classified listing or 

$1,600 for a display ad. Call this 
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for 
details. 

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call for 
details, 855-635-4229.

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-888-360-1582.

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES today with a 
GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 money down + 
low monthly payment options. 
Request a FREE Quote. Call now 
before the next power outage: 
1-888-674-7053.

LEGAL NOTICES
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AGENDA 

TOWN OF LA CONNER
NOTICE OF APPLICATION/

NOTICE OF HEARING
PRELIMINARY 

MITIGATED 
DETERMINATION OF 
NON-SIGNIFICANCE 

(PMDNS)
Date: September 12, 2023
Application File #: LU23-

30CU-IV, LU23-31SEPA
Applicant: La Conner 

Maritime Services 
Owner: Port of Skagit 
Town Contact Person:

Michael Davolio AICP, 
Planning Director; P.O. Box 
400, La Conner, WA 98257; 
360-466-3125
Project Description:

New 8,000 sq ft pre-engi-
neered metal building for 
maintenance and repair of 
boats. 
The project is in an area iden-

tified as 100 year flood plain. 
The parcel is within the 200’ 
shoreline setback, but the 
building site is not. 
Project Location: 920 Pearle 

Jensen Way
Assessor Tax Parcel:

P135729
Lead Agency: Town of 

La Conner
PROPOSED DETERMI-

NATION OF NON-SIGNIF-
ICANCE (PDNS): As the 
Lead Agency, the Town of 
La Conner has determined 
that significant environ-
mental impacts are unlikely 
to result from the proposed 
project and expects to issue 
a Mitigated Determination 
of Non-significance on this 
proposal. The lead agency 
for this proposal has deter-
mined that it does not have 
a probable adverse impact 
on the environment, subject 
to the following mitigation 
measures:
• Available for review 

at Town Hall 
An environmental impact 

statement (EIS) is not required 
under RCW 43.21C.030(2)
(c).  This decision was made 
after review of a completed 
environmental checklist and 
other information on file with 
the lead agency.  This infor-
mation is available to public 
on request. 
This PMDNS is issued using 

the optional DNS process in 
WAC 197-11-355.  Comment 
periods for this proposed ac-
tion and the proposed MDNS 
are integrated into a single 
comment period. This may be 
the only opportunity to com-
ment on the environmental 
impacts of this proposal. There 
will be no comment period 
following the issuance of the 
Threshold Mitigated Deter-
mination of Non-Significance 
(MDNS).  A 10-day appeal 
period will follow the issuance 
of the DNS.
Date of Permit Application:

August 30, 2023
Date of Determination of 

Completeness: A u g u s t 
30, 2023
Land Use Designation:

Port Industrial Zone
Environmental Documents 

That Evaluate the Proposed 
Project:  SEPA Checklist dated 
July 31, 2023.
Development Regulations 

Used For Project Mitigation:  
The project is subject to the 
Town’s SEPA Code, Compre-
hensive Plan, Zoning Code, 
Engineering Standards, and 
other applicable local, state 
and federal regulations as 
appropriate.
Public Hearing: Hearing 

Examiner
Date/Time/Location: Octo-

ber 24th at 2:00 pm, location 
TBD. Location available at 
Town Hall two weeks before 
hearing. 
CONDITIONS BEING 

CONSIDERED TO MITI-
GATE ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACTS:

1. Available for review 
at Town Hall 
COMMENTS:  Comments 

on this Notice must be sub-
mitted, in writing, no later 
than October 20.  Comments 
should be as specific as pos-
sible.  Any person may com-
ment on the application and 
request a copy of the deci-
sion once it is made.  Ques-
tions about this proposal and 
requests for additional noti-
fication should be directed 
to the contact person listed 
above.  The application and 
materials submitted by the 
applicant are available for 
review from Town Hall.
If you have any questions 

concerning this project, 
contact Town Hall at (360) 
466-3125 or email planner@
townoflaconner.org. 
Issued:  S e p t e m -

ber 12, 2023
Published:  In the La Con-

ner Weekly News September 
20, 2023

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR KING 

COUNTY
ESTATE OF

LYNNE BEATTY RAVATT
Deceased.

NO. 23-4-05650-4SEA
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

The Personal Representative 
named below has been ap-
pointed as personal represen-
tative of this estate.  Any per-
son having a claim against the 
decedent must, before the time 
the claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner provided 
in RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below a copy of 
the claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced.  The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of:  (1)  Thirty days af-
ter the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate assets and nonprobate 
assets.
Date of first publication: Sep-

tember 6, 2023
Personal Representative: 

Gail Ann Beatty
Attorney for Personal 

Representative: KRISTIN 
LILLQUIST REEDER, 
WSBA #29491
Address for Mailing Service: 

2370 130th Avenue NE, Suite 
#103, Bellevue, WA 98005
(425) 861-1109
Court of probate proceed-

ings and cause number: 
23-4-05650-4SEA
King County Superior Court
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Sept. 6, 13, 20, 
2023.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON

COUNTY OF SKAGIT
In re the ADOPTION of:
VICTORIA MIKAYLA 

GONZALES
DOB 11/08/2010

A person under the age of 18.
Case No.: 23-5-00031-29

SUMMONS & NOTICE OF 
PETITION/AND HEARING 
RE RELINQUISHMENT OF 
CHILD OR TERMINATION 

OF PARENT/CHILD 
RELATIONSHIP AND 

ADOPTION
Clerk’s Action Required
TO: HECTOR TAPIA

1. The Petitioners have filed 
with the Clerk of the above 
Court a Petition requesting 
relinquishment of the above-
named child to them and pray-
ing that the parent/child re-
lationship between the father 
(alleged father) of the above- 
named child and the above-
named child be terminated.
2. A copy of the Petition is 

filed herein and is named as 
follows:  PETITION FOR 
TERMINATION OF PA-
RENTAL RIGHTS AND 
ADOPTION
3. You may respond to this 

Summons and Petition by fil-
ing a written response with the 
Clerk of the Court and serving 
a copy of your response on the 
person signing this Summons.  
If you do not serve your writ-
ten response within twenty 
(20) days, or thirty (30) days 
if served outside of this state,  
after the date this Summons 
was served on you, exclusive 

of the day of service, the Court 
may enter an Order of Default 
against you permanently ter-
minating all of your rights to 
the above-named child.  The 
Court may, without further 
notice to you, enter an Order 
relinquishing the child to the 
Petitioners, terminating your 
parent/child relationship, and 
approving or providing for the 
adoption of the above-named 
child.
4. The child was born on No-

vember 8, 2010.   In the city of 
Brawley, CA.
5.  The child’s mother is Ana 

Gonzales nka De Los Rios
6. The court hearing on this 

matter shall be held on the fol-
lowing date and time:
DATE: OCTOBER 27, 2023
TIME:  9:00 AM
PLACE:SKAGIT COUNTY 

SUPERIOR COURT, ROOM: 
TBD
7. Your failure to appear at 

this hearing may result in a 
Default Order permanently 
terminating all of your rights 
to the above-named child.
8. You are further notified 

that any non-consenting par-
ent or alleged genetic parent 
has the right to be represented 
by an attorney, and an attorney 
will be appointed for an indi-
gent person who requests an 
attorney. You are further no-
tified that you have a right to 
file under Chapter 26.26 RCW 
a claim of paternity.
9. You are further notified 

that an alleged genetic par-
ent’s failure to file a claim of 
paternity under chapter 26.26 
RCW or to respond to the peti-
tion, within twenty (20) days, 
or thirty (30) days if served 
outside of this state, of the 
date of service of the petition 
is grounds to terminate his 
parent-child relationship with 
respect to the child.
10. You are further noti-

fied that if an alleged genetic 
parent of an Indian child ac-
knowledges paternity of the 
child or if their paternity of the 
child is established prior to the 
termination of the parent-child 
relationship, that their parental 
rights may not be terminat-
ed unless he: (i) Gives valid 
consent to termination, or (ii) 
their parent-child relationship 
is terminated involuntarily 
pursuant to chapter 26.33 or 
13.34 RCW.
11. If you wish to seek the ad-

vice of an attorney in this mat-
ter, you should do so promptly 
so that your written response, 
if any, may be served on time.  
Copies of these papers have 
not been served upon your 
attorney.
12. One method of filing 

your response is serving a 
copy on the petitioner by 
sending the response by Certi-
fied Mail with Return Receipt 
Requested.
DATED this _____ day of 

_____________, 2023.
Rachelle Marie Eason, 

WSBA # 29922
Attorney for Petitioners
FILE ORIGINAL OF YOUR 

ANSWER AND OTHER 
DOCUMENTS WITH THE 
CLERK OF THE COURT AT:
Skagit County Superior 

Court 
205 W Kincaid, Room 103
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
SERVE A COPY OF YOUR 

ANSWER AND OTHER 
DOCUMENTS ON:
Rachelle Marie Eason
c/o the Eason Law Firm, PS
725 South 1st Street, Ste B
PO Box 1725
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
360.336.2221
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Sept. 6, 13, 20, 
2023.

RCW 11.40.030
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 

OF WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY

Estate of: MARIA PILAR 
CODINA aka PILAR 
CODINA, Deceased.

(Date of death: January 6, 
2022)

No. 23-4-00413-29
The Estate Administrator 

named below has been ap-
pointed as Administrator of 
this Estate. Any person hav-
ing a claim against the Dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the Estate 
Administrator or the Estate 
administrator’s attorney at the 
address stated below, a copy of 
the claim and filing the origi-
nal of the claim with the Court 
IN WHICH THE PROBATE 
PROCEEDINGS WERE 
COMMENCED.  The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty (30) days 
after the Estate Administrator 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four (4) months after the date 
of the first publication of the 
notice.  If the claim is not pre-
sented within this time frame, 
the claim is forever barred, 
except as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060. This bar is effec-
tive as to claims against both 
the Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.  
Date of filing with the Clerk 

of the Court: _____________
Date of first 

publication_____________
Estate Administrator:  Doug-

las J. Kiehn c/o Wendy K 
Anderson, attorney for Estate 
Administrator.  Wendy K An-
derson, PS, P.O Box 7853, 
Olympia, WA 98507 (206) 
420-3516
400 Union Ave SE, Ste. 200-

3425, Olympia, WA 98501 
(206) 420-3516
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News on Sept. 20, 27, 
Oct. 4, 2023.

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF WASHINGTON

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 
OF STEVENS

In the Matter of the Estate 
of: ETHEL R. ADAMS 

Deceased.
NO. 23-4-00136-33

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

 (RCW 11.40.030)
The Personal Represen-

tative named below has 
been appointed as Personal 
Representative
of this estate. Any person 

having a claim against the 
decedent must, before the time 
the
claim would be barred by any 

otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the
claim in the manner as pro-

vided in RCW 11.40.070 by 
serving on or mailing to the
Personal Representative or 

the Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address stated
below a copy of the claim and 

filing the original of the claim 
with the Court in which the
probate proceedings were 

commenced. The claim must 
be presented within the later 
of:
(1) thirty days after the Per-

sonal Representative served or 
mailed the notice to the
Creditor as provided under 

RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice. 

If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, 

except as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060.
This bar is effective as to 

claims against both the dece-
dent’s probate and non-probate
assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-

TION: September 20, 2023
Deborah “Debi” A. Adams, 

Personal Representative, c/o 
McGrane & Schuerman
Alison K. McGrane, WSBA 

#37417, Attorney at Law
298 South Main #304, 

Colville, Washington 99114, 
509 684-8484
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News on Sept. 20, 27, 
Oct. 4, 2023.
In the superior court of the 

State of Washington for the 
county of  Skagit.
Sentry Select Insurance 

Company, a/s/o Consumer 
Rental LLC,, Plaintiff,
vs. No.  22-2-00670-29
Logan Shull, Defendant.
The State of Washington to 

the said Logan Shull:
You are hereby summoned to 

appear within sixty days after 
the date of the first publication 
of this summons, to wit, with-
in sixty days after the 20th day 
of  September, 2023, and de-
fend the above entitled action 
in the above entitled court, 
and answer the complaint of 
the plaintiff  Sentry Select In-
surance Company, and serve 
a copy of your answer upon 
the undersigned attorneys for 
plaintiff, Lovik & Juhl, PLLC, 
at their office below stated; 
and in case of your failure so 
to do, judgment will be ren-
dered against you according to 
the demand of the complaint, 
which has been filed with the 
clerk of said court. The suit 
alleges Breach of Contract 

and Unjust Enrichment.
Nicholas W. Juhl

Lovik & Juhl, PLLC
Plaintiff’s Attorneys.
936 N 34th St, Ste 

300
Seattle, WA 98103
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Sept. 20, 27, 
Oct. 4, 11, 18 and 25 2023. 

In the superior court of the 
State of Washington for the 

county of  Skagit.
Sentry Select Insurance 

Company, a/s/o Consumer 
Rental LLC,, Plaintiff,
vs. No.  22-2-00670-29
Logan Shull, Defendant.

The State of Washington to 
the said Logan Shull:

You are hereby summoned to 
appear within sixty days after 
the date of the first publication 
of this summons, to wit, with-
in sixty days after the 20th day 
of  September, 2023, and de-
fend the above entitled action 
in the above entitled court, 
and answer the complaint of 
the plaintiff  Sentry Select In-
surance Company, and serve 
a copy of your answer upon 
the undersigned attorneys for 
plaintiff, Lovik & Juhl, PLLC, 
at their office below stated; 
and in case of your failure so 
to do, judgment will be ren-
dered against you according to 
the demand of the complaint, 
which has been filed with the 
clerk of said court. The suit 
alleges Breach of Contract 

and Unjust Enrichment.
Nicholas W. Juhl

Lovik & Juhl, PLLC
Plaintiff’s Attorneys.
936 N 34th St, Ste 

300
Seattle, WA 98103
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Sept. 20, 27, 
Oct. 4, 11, 18 and 25 2023. 

TOWN OF LA CONNER
TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA

Sept. 26, 2023
Skagit County Washington

Incorporated 1890
www.townoflaconner.org

I.Call to Order
II.Pledge of Allegiance
III.Public Comments (Limit:  

3 minutes per person)
IV.Presentations: Anacortes 

Water Rates – Dan O’Donnell
V.CONSENT AGENDA
A.Consent Agenda (Ap-

proved without objection 5/0)
1.Approval of the Minutes: 

Council Meeting September 
12, 2023
Finance:
Approval of Accounts Pay-

able
Approval of Payroll
VI..REPORTS
1.Administrator’s Report
2.Mayor’s Report 
3.Council Committee 

Reports
V I I . U N F I N I S H E D 

BUSINESS:
1.Center Street Project 

– Discussion
2.Jenson Property 

– Discussion
3.  Parking Solutions for First 

Street - Discussion
4. Ordinance – News Rack 

Regulations
5.  Strategic Plan
VIII. NEW BUSINESS
1.2024 Hotel Motel 

Distributions
IX.MAYOR ROUNDTABLE

X.EXECUTIVE SESSION
There may be an executive 

session immediately preced-
ing or following the meeting 
as allowed by RCW 42.30.110 
and as announced by the pre-
siding officer.

Join Zoom Meeting – This 
Meeting will be Recorded
https://phaudowud-online.

zoom.us/j/85410251937?p-
wd=ZldJMmV2Y3lsQnd-
QZURtdXdoaVd2UT09
Meeting ID: 854 1025 1937
Passcode: 129260
One tap mobile 
Meeting ID: 854 1025 1937
Passcode: 129260
Phone Number: 

1-253-215-8782
Find your local number: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/u/
kdzUmITtO0

1. The Equalizer 3
(R) Denzel Washington, Dakota 
Fanning
2. Barbie
(PG-13) Margot Robbie, Ryan 
Gosling
3. Blue Beetle
(PG-13) Xolo Maridueña, Bruna 
Marquezine
4. Gran Turismo
(PG-13) David Harbour, Orlando 
Bloom
5. Oppenheimer
(R) Cillian Murphy, Emily Blunt
6. Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: 
Mutant Mayhem
(PG) Micah Abbey, Shamon Brown 
Jr.
7. Bottoms
(R) Rachel Sennott, Ayo Edebiri
8. Meg 2: The Trench
(PG-13) Jason Statham, Jing Wu
9. Strays
(R) Will Ferrell, Jamie Foxx
10. Talk to Me
(R) Ari McCarthy, Hamish Phillips

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

FROM KING FEATURES WEEKLY SERVICE, 

628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803 

CUSTOMER SERVICE: (800) 708-7311 EXT. 

257   

TOP TEN MOVIES #12345_20230911  

FOR RELEASE SEPT. 11, 2023
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

NOT TO BE MISSED
Skagit Symphony 
begins its 2023-24 
season with “Second 
Chances” on Oct. 21. 
The concert features 
Sandra Shen on piano 
playing “Stars” by Mary 
Howe, Rachmaninoff ’s 
second piano concerto 
and concludes with 
Mussorgsky’s legendary 
“Pictures at an Exhibition.” 
Info: www.skagitsymphony.
com/second-chances.

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish 
Library. 520 Morris St., 
La Conner. 360-466-3352.
www.lclib.lib.wa.us. Open 
11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Saturday.
• Storytime for Children. 

11 a.m. every Friday. 
• Book Club. Meets at 

2 p.m. every fourth 
Wednesday. Info: 
Richard Wisniewski at 
wisniew10@gmail.com

• Tech Help. 4-6 p.m. 
every Monday. One-on-
one technical support in 
30-minute blocks.

• Dungeons & Dragons 
Club. 3-5 p.m. every 
Tuesday. No previous 
gaming experience nec-
essary.

Mount Vernon Public Li-
brary. 315 Snoqualmie St., 
Mount Vernon. 360-336-
6209, mountvernonwa.gov. 
• Virtual Reality. Every 

Saturday, 1-3 p.m. Must 

be 12 or older.

Anacortes Public Library. 
1220 10th St., Anacortes. 
360-299-8067, CityofAna-
cortes.org. 

Burlington Public Library. 
820 E. Washington Ave., 
Burlington. 360-755-0760, 
burlingtonwa.gov/library. 
• Knitting Club. All ages, 

Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

MUSEUMS
Pacifi c Northwest Quilt 
& Fiber Arts Museum. 
703 S. Second St., La 
Conner.11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday through 
Sunday. qfamuseum.org, 
360-466-4288. See two 
new exhibits: 
• Bojagi Journey 2023; 

curated by Patti King, 
through Oct. 8.

• David Owen Hastings: 
Paper + Stitch, through 
Oct. 29.

Skagit County Historical 
Museum. 360-466-3365 
or skagitcounty.net/muse-
um. Hours 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Thursday-Sunday.
• Exhibit: “I Do, the History 

of Weddings,” through 
Sept. 24.

Museum of Northwest 
Art. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday, 
noon-5 p.m. Sunday and 
Monday. monamuseum.
org, 360-466-4446.
• Teen Art Club. A free pro-

gram for youth in grades 

6-12, where you can 
bring your friends and 
your creativity to make 
art together and inspire 
your art. Pizza, snacks, 
and art supplies will be 
provided.

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song 
Circle. Meets 1-2 
p.m. Wednesdays, 
Burlington Senior Center. 
For more info, email 
yogaheartspace0@gmail.
com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. 
Meets 4:30-6:30 p.m. every 
Thursday, Shelter Bay 
Clubhouse. No auditions 
required. Questions, call 
Joan at 360-941-7507.

La Conner Live Concert 
Series. Live music 1-4 p.m. 
Sunday in Gilkey Square. 

Burlington Summer 
Nights. Live music from 
6-8 p.m. every Friday at the 
Burlington Visitor Center 
Amphitheater, 520 E. 
Fairhaven Ave., Burlington.

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

La Conner Sunrise Food 
Bank. Food distribution 
from 2:30-5 p.m. every 
Monday, 602 S. Third St., 
La Conner. 360-488-3878. 
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Swinomish Helping 
Hands Food Bank. 

Food distribution from 
2-5 p.m. every Thursday. 
Non-essentials every 
fi rst Thursday. 17444 
Snee Oosh Road, La 
Conner. 360-856-2211. 
helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

Skagit Valley Humane 
Society. 18841 Kelleher 
Road, Burlington. 360-757-
0445. Find volunteer and 
donation opportunities on-
line at skagithumane.org.

MEETINGS
La Conner Swinomish 
Regional Library. Library 
board of trustees meets at 
5 p.m. the second Tuesday 
of the month in the library, 
520 Morris St., La Conner. 

Skagit Cemetery Dist. 1. 
Regular meetings at 5 p.m. 
every second Thursday, at 
Lori Buher’s home, 17604 
Valentine Road, Mount 
Vernon.

Skagit Conservation 
District. 2021 E. College 
Way No. 203, Mount 
Vernon. 360-428-4313. 
Zoom info at skagitcd.
org. Board meetings 
7:30-9 a.m. every fourth 
Wednesday. Next meeting 
is Sept. 27. 

Rotary Club of La 
Conner. laconnerrotary.
org. Meetings 6-7 p.m. 
every Monday at Shawn 
O’Donnell’s restaurant. 
Optional dinner, 5:30 p.m.

Roasted Garlic
The uses of roasted 

garlic are numerous. The 
garlic softens and cara-
melizes. Easy to spread 
on bread or blend into 
mashed potatoes or pasta. 
I roasted in a small baking 
dish with high sides..

Ingredients
• Garlic bulb, 1 or more
• Olive oil, 2 teaspoons for each garlic bulb

Preparation
Use half the olive oil and spread around the 

inside of the baking dish. Cut the tips of the 
bulb, exposing the tops of each clove. Place cut 
side up into the baking dish. Drizzle remainder 
of olive oil over the garlic. Bake in preheated 
oven for one hour at 350 degrees F. Will store 
for a week in the refrigerator.

AqiimuksKitchen@outlook.com 

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor.

Sudoku, Crossword answers on page 6

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

Fresh + Healthy
LUNCH On-the-go!

Open Daily to Everyone!  •  Downtown Mount Vernon  •  skagitfoodcoop.com
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Raven’s Cup Coffee & Tea & Art Gallery 

106 S 1st St.
La Conner

Open 7 days a week at 7 am.  Stop in for a coff ee mug and enjoy an iced or hot coff ee, tea or cocoa!

We still sell candles!  Delightful classic and new scents!

We’re working hard to make sure you can have delicious coffee, cocoa and tea.

Coffee &
Cocoa too!

It’s the season for pumpkin spice 
lattes made with delicious 

pumpkin maple syrup!

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com

www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP

Monday, September 11
9:34 a.m. Phone scam – Call-
er received a collection notice 
saying that she owed $200 on a 
past due Verizon bill. The victim 
had never had an account with 
Verizon and found that someone 
had used her information to open 
one. This was an out of area 
account with no suspect informa-
tion. N 1st St., La Conner.

10:29 p.m. Timeless teens – 
Marina security called regarding 
a group a juveniles hanging out 
on the property at night. A deputy 
was able to contact them and 
learned they were not doing any-
thing wrong and they agreed to 
move on. N. 2nd St., La Conner.

Tuesday, September 12
12:33 a.m. Spider alarm tingled 
– Conway Tavern called in a 
burglary complaint and said they 
could see movement inside the 
building from a camera they were 
viewing off site. Deputies arrived 
and were allowed access to 
search the property. They did not 
find any subjects inside but did 
view the video footage and found 
it was spider crawling across the 
lens triggering the movement 
alarm. Main St., Conway.

Wednesday, September 13
3:24 p.m. Left town fast – Re-
port of a subject passing illegally 
on Chilberg Road. No deputy 
available but the traffic unit was 
notified for future enforcement. 
Chilberg / La Conner Whitney 
Rds., La Conner.

POLICE BLOTTERPOLICE BLOTTER
SKAGIT COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Thursday, September 14
12:58 p.m. Wire theft – PSE 
substation on La Conner Whitney 
was broken in to and wire was 
taken. Unknown suspects. La 
Conner Whitney Rd., Greater La 
Conner.

Friday, September 15
2:25 p.m. Local problem – 
Barking dog complaint that was 
transferred to the Town of La 
Conner for animal control issues. 
Park St., La Conner.

3:27 p.m. Dog saviors – Small 
dog left in a car while subjects 
were shopping. Owners returned 
and left prior to a deputy arriving. 
Fir Island Rd., Conway.

4:18 p.m. Put it back – Caller 
picked up a loose dog on Pioneer 
Parkway and wanted a deputy 
to come and get it. Caller was 
advised that there was no leash 
law and we would not be picking 
it up. Caller was advised to return 
the dog where she found it. 
Pioneer Pkwy / Conner Way., La 
Conner.

8:26 p.m. Not his problem –
Person called in possible tres-
passing on property that he no 
longer owns. The caller was 
advised that a deputy could not 
take action without the actual 
property owner calling in a com-
plaint or asking for subjects to be 
removed. Channel Ln., Greater 
La Conner.

By Ken Stern

Mark your calendars for a 
gourmet, connoisseur and fun 
weekend celebrating Skagit 
Valley grown, caught, brewed 
and prepared food and drinks 
Sept. 29 and 30. Genuine Skagit 
Valley is offering its first ever 
Tidewater Boil Friday evening 
at the La Conner Marina. Return 
on Saturday for the Skagit Farm 
to Pint Fest. You will meet Blake 
Vanfield, director of Genuine 
Skagit Valley and the event’s 
sort-of executive chef. She is all 
but bubbling over with excitement 
for the complex coming together 
of people, their skills, talents and 
the foods and drinks they produce 
from the bounty of the region. 
Plus, locating it at the Port of 
Skagit’s La Conner Marina puts 
the icing on the cake.

The location is a key factor, she 
says. “I am appreciative to be at 
the Marina and the opportunity 

to highlight some of its import-
ant features to the community in 
regards to outdoor space and the 
quality of this public space.”

But first the food. The idea for 
the Tidewater Boil came from a 
recipe that will be found in “Genu-
ine Skagit Cooking,” a cookbook 
and another GSV project, coming 
out in 2024. 

“I love it. It (the recipe) marries 
fishing and farming communities 
into one meal. It combines our 
heritage, what it means to have 
grown up and been raised in 
Skagit Valley.” Vanfield sees the 
Friday dinner “as an opportunity 
to sit at a table with friends and 
families and break bread. This is a 
nice community meal.”

The promotion sums it up: 
“Dungeness crab, spot prawns, 
Skagit-grown corn and potatoes 
and andouille sausage marry in a 
savory pot of broth. Strained and 
loaded down the middle of long 
tables with baskets of buttery 

cornbread, guests are invited to 
crack crab, peel as many shrimp 
as they can and bite into the farm 
and sea-based flavors of the Skagit 
Valley. All ages are welcome and 
ticket price includes all-you-can 
eat.”

The evening’s entertainment is 
provided by the Artful Dodgers, 
with Dean Luce, Peter Bridgman 
and Tom Forster. Their music in-
cludes rockabilly, honky tonk and 
surf. Luce farms sheep in Bow.

“Genuine Skagit Cooking” 
can be ordered at a discounted 
10% off price at the Boil. It is 
a community-based cookbook 
for the recipes, their cooks and 
the ingredients that make them 
possible.

The 14 breweries are bringing a 
variety of beers and ciders, many 
of them specially crafted to pair 
with foods for the weekend. The 
ingredients for both beverages 
and foods are coming from Skagit 
Valley farms or the region’s 
waters.

“There are wonderful farm to 
pint pairings. It is just beautiful. 
Chefs are taking advantage of our 
farm products; it is harvest time; 
right?” Vanfield observed, ending 
with an obviously rhetorical 
question.

Genuine Skagit Valley has cre-
ated the Pacific Northwest’s only 
local brew festival. Vanfield notes, 
“With our farm and food commu-
nity featured we are differentiating 
the beer festival as our opportunity 
to get a taste of Skagit;. That is 
something that is only going to 
grow. We will do this every year 
and we will continue to do this 
at the La Conner Marina. It is a 
perfect place for this.”

The Tidewater Boil and Skagit 
Farm to Pint Fest are fundraisers 
for Genuine Skagit Valley.

The Tidewater Boil runs 5:30-
8:30 p.m. and costs $55. Farm to 
Pint is 2-6 p.m. at $60. Both have 
VIP opportunities.

A Genuine Skagit Valley event —

Tidewater Boil and Skagit Farm to Pint Fest at La Conner Marina

Save Time, Save Money 
Save the Enviroment 
with digital invoicing

Send your email address to
info@laconnernews.com      

and your next invoice will 
be delivered to your inbox.

ONLINE GO TO:
www.laconnerweeklynews.com
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