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Potatoes bloom in dry fi elds
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FOOD • PRIZES 
TIE-DYEING • FUN!

LIVE MUSIC FROM:

NEMATONES
THE WES JONES TRIO

YOGOMAN
BURNING BAND

GET ALL THE DETAILS AT 
SKAGITFOODCOOP.COM

B y B i l l  R e yn ol d s

What’s old is new again tomorrow: 
the 119th annual Skagit County 
Pioneer Association Picnic, a longtime 
La Conner summer tradition. 

Starting at 11 a.m. Thursday at 
Pioneer Park, everyone is invited to 
attend. State Hall of Fame La Conner 
High volleyball coach Suzanne Marble 
and members of the Benson/Berentson 
Family will be special honorees. 

Marble will receive the Pioneer 
6pirit Award for her tireless eff orts on 
behalf of students and athletes here 
over the past 30 years. 

Descendants of Atlag Berntsen 
Dragaland and Anton Berntsen 
Dragaland, both of whom were born 

in the early 19th century, will be 
saluted as the Pioneer Family of the 
Year. Since then, family members have 
made their mark in Skagit County in 
a variety of fi elds, with the late Duane 
Berentson serving as Co-Speaker 
of the Washington State House of 
Representatives and later as the state’s 
secretary of transportation. 

The twin-span bridge crossing 
Swinomish Channel on Highway 20 is 
named for him. 

Marble, who retired from coaching 
last fall and is taking a leave of 
absence from the classroom in 2023-
24, guided La Conner net teams to 
seven state titles and amassed more 

(co n t i n u ed  on  page 7 )

Aug. 3 Pioneer Picnic salutes coach, Benson-Berentson clan

B y A n n e  B as ye

6kagit County is offi  cially in a 
drought emergency –  but so far, some 
area farmers are having a pretty good 
year. 

Swanson Family Farm’s berry crop 
was bountiful. “ We went from a 10 
percent crop and lots of freeze damage 
last year to a 110%  crop this year,”  
said Dean Swanson. He is already 
picking corn and thinks his cucumber 
and bean crops will be good. 

Potatoes “ look good,”  said John 
Thulen of Pioneer Potatoes, “ not 
lackluster, but not a crasher either, 
although some plants look stressed.”  

Planting conditions were “ pretty 
close to ideal,”  said Jason Vander 
Kooy of Harmony Dairy, with some 
spring showers but none of the record-
setting June 2022 rains that À ooded 
fi elds and delayed planting. 

This year, crops went in right on 
time or early. “ We had heat in May, 
everything is warm, all you have to 

do is add water,”  said Ray deVries of 
Ralph’s Greenhouse. “ But it’s dry. If 
you can’t irrigate your ground, you got 
a problem.”  

With rainfall 7 inches below normal, 
water guns and drip irrigation systems 
have been running since June. 

“ We have also been irrigating a lot 
more heavily,”  said Vander Kooy. The 
six-tenths of an inch of rain that fell 
Monday, July 24, was helpful. “ Corn 

B y B i l l  R e yn ol d s

La Conner School Board Directors bit the bullet 
Monday in approving a barebones, $12.9 m illion 
annual budget whose target is to realize a positive 
fund balance by next summer. 

This budget is about $1 m illion leaner than 
that adopted a year ago and reÀ ects painful 
staffi  ng and program cutbacks tied to declining 
student enrollment and loss of federal COVID-19 
emergency funds. 

The 2023-2024 budget was developed by 
Director of Finance and Operations David Cram, 
who was given the mission of restoring the school 
system¶s fi scal health when he returned in 0arch. 

It hasn’t been easy, he told board members. 
³,¶ve been doing school fi nance for 2� years,´ 

Cram said, “ and this is the most challenging four-
month period I’ve had.”  

Last year’s budget, when Cram was working 
at the Marysville School District, painted a more 
robust fi nancial picture. %ut Cram¶s review of it 
found apparent inaccuracies. 

“ I don’t know if the ’22-23 numbers are 
accurate,´ he said. ³, don¶t feel confi dent with 
those budget numbers.”  

Nor was unused state “ mascot money”  
adequately accounted for. Some $500,000 m ust be 
returned to Olympia after replacement of non-
compliant Braves logos mandated by legislators 
and 6winomish ,ndian Tribal Community offi  cials. 

The excess mascot funds made revenues appear 
larger. 

Cram projects that the new budget will land the 
district in the black – t hough barely – a t the end of 
the ne[t fi scal year. 

“ We will have about $100,000 l eft,”  Cram said, 
³which gives us ]ero À e[ibility.´ 

He e[pressed confi dence in rebounding 
fi nancially with prudent budgeting. The board¶s 
policy of maintaining a fund balance equal to 
10%  of the budget, despite anticipated declines in 
student enrollment, can be met, he said. 

(co n t i n u ed  on  page 7 )

A l ea n b udget  
t o  ‘ righ t siz e’  
sch o o l  f ina nces

C O O P E R A T I O N  
P O W E R E D   P I O N E E R  
H A R V E S T S  –  B ack i n  
E d i so n  arou n d  19 0 0  
farmers an d  l ab orers 
w orke d  t oget h er t o 
gat h er t h e se aso n ’ s 
b ou n t y .  T h e evi d en ce  
i s ca pt u red  h ere:  
“ T h resh i n g cr ew  n ear 
E d i so n . ”  T h ere w as 
st eam pow er,  h orse  
pow er an d  peopl e 
pow er t o b ri n g t h e 
cr ops i n .  

– Photo courtesy 
of Sk agit County 

H istorical M useum

/(7 $ 7+286$1' 327$72 ),(/'6 %/220 ± ,f it is -XO\ in 6NaJit &oXnt\� potato ¿ eOGs aUe bOooPinJ pinN oU Zhite as heUe� 
j u st  n ort h  an d  w est  of t h e L a C on n er rou n d ab ou t .  T h ese  pot at oes,  grow n  b y M apl ew ood  F arm,  are a few  of t h e t h ou sa n d s of 
acr es pl an t ed  i n  t h e V al l ey t h i s y ear.   – Photo by K en St ern

Fine weather for many crops, 
as long as farmers irrigate



B y G r e g Wh i t i n g

When I started working on 
lithium-ion batteries, in 1993, 
Sony and Toshiba had introduced 
the first such commercially avail-
able batteries a couple of years 
earlier. They were mostly used 
in “ the 4 Cs”  of small consumer 
electronics – c assette players, 
camcorders, cell phones and 
computers. 

If anyone had thought about 
putting a bunch of lithium-ion 
batteries together into huge 
battery packs, for vehicles or 
utility distribution systems, they 
would have stopped as soon as 
they found out the cost: almost 
$200,000 pe r kilowatt-hour 
(k:h) stored. Even if a battery 
was used 10,000 times, using it 
to supply electricity would have 
cost $20/ kWh, more than 1,000 
times the usual wholesale price. 

My job, at a chemical 
company, was to lead the 
development of new product 
lines related to electrical systems. 
%efore the battery initiative 
started, I was working on 
concepts like metal-based inks 
for the technology now known as 
3-dimensional printing, to make 
micro-capacitors for electronics. 

Nickel/cadmium batteries had 
been around for decades. The 
company had considered the pos-
sibility of making nickel-based 
chemicals for those batteries 
about 20 years earlier. Manage-
ment concluded that rechargeable 
batteries weren¶t a significant 
growth market and hadn¶t invest-
ed in related technologies. 

However, the nickel�metal 
hydride batteries that had been 
introduced in the late 1980s 
looked like they would be a huge 
improvement in 1i�Cd technol-
ogy. They could be recharged 
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Weekly newspaper for sale
I  l ove  t h at  ph rase .  I t  al w ays make s me sm i l e.  I t  i s w h at  

b rou gh t  me t o L a C on n er i n  M arch  2 0 17  t o l ook at  b u yi n g t h e 
W eekl y N ew s.  I  w i l l  al w ays as so ci at e my n ew sp aper pu b l i sh i n g 
ca reer w i t h  my b est  fri en d ,  D i ck W i t t en b erg,  w h o l ove s t o se e 
h i s n ame i n  pri n t .  M y n ew sp aper ow n ersh i p i s fu n d amen t al l y 
d u e t o fri en d sh i p b u t  more,  t o l ove  an d  t ru st .  D i ck b el i eve s i n  
me co mpl et el y .  H e kn ew  I  co u l d  su cce ssf u l l y ru n  a n ew sp aper.  
H e w as ri gh t .

W eekl y n ew sp aper for sa l e.  T h i s i s t h e se co n d  mon t h  of my 
se ve n t h  ye ar ow n i n g t h e L a C on n er W eekl y N ew s.  Y ou  h ol d  
t h e 3 17 t h  i ssu e I  h ave  pu b l i sh ed .  T h i s paper exi st s b eca u s e 
of \oX� its UeaGeUs� its aGYeUtiseUs anG its staff� 1eZs eGitoU %iOO 
R eyn ol d s l ove s j ou rn al i sm  an d  L a C on n er;  I  d on ’ t  kn ow  w h i ch  
one PoUe� %ecaXse %iOO is a tUXe MoXUnaOist� he TXotes P\ sen -
t en ce ,  “ I  ow n  i t  b u t  i t  i s t h e co mmu n i t y’ s n ew sp aper. ”

N ow  yo u  ca n  ow n  i t .  M ayb e,  a h an d fu l  or t w o of yo u  read ers 
w i l l  j oi n  i n  i n  pu rch asi n g i t .  N ew sp aper co rporat i on s of w h at ev -
eU si]e aUen¶t inteUesteG� %e JOaG foU that� 0\ effoUts at UecUXit -
i n g ca reer report ers an d  gai n i n g t h e at t en t i on  of u n i ve rsi t y 
centeUs foU MoXUnaOisP to bX\ the :eeNO\ 1eZs haYe faOOen Àat� 
H ow  w i l l  t h i s n ew sp aper co n t i n u e?

F i rst ,  t h e L a C on n er W eekl y N ew s i s n ot  i n  cr i si s.  I t  i s an  
aZaUG-ZinninJ neZspapeU� ,t is a ¿nanciaOO\ sXccessfXO bXsi -
ness� Zith stUonJ net incoPe� JUeat cash ÀoZ anG a JUoZinJ 
baOance sheet� 7his is not a ¿Ue saOe�

M ayb e i t  i s t h e W eekl y N ew s’  read ers –  yo u  ci t i ze n s –  w h o 
face  a cr i si s.  M ore t h an  on ce  I  h ave  ed i t ori al i ze d  t h at  t h e mai n  
t h read s w eavi n g t oget h er t h e fab ri c of t h i s co mmu n i t y are t h e 
toZn JoYeUnPent� the schooO GistUict� the OibUaU\� the ¿Ue GepaUt -
men t s,  t h e mu se u ms an d  t h e n ew sp aper.  O n l y on e,  t h e W eekl y 
N ew s,  i s a b u si n ess.  T h e ot h ers are fu n d ed  b y t axe s,  gran t s 
anG Gonations� 0\ neZspapeU cUeates pUo¿ts the oOG-fashioneG 
w ay:  i t  goes ou t  an d  h u st l es t o earn  reve n u e.

T h e ot h er t h read s of t h e L a C on n er fab ri c st ay w ove n  t oget h -
er w i t h ou t  en d  as l on g as peopl e l i ve  h ere.  T h at  i s w h y ci t i ze n s 
l ove  t o co mpl ai n  ab ou t  payi n g t axe s.

W h at  ke eps t h e act i vi t i es of t h e t ow n ,  t h e sch ool s,  t h e l i b rary ,  
the ¿Ue GepaUtPents anG the PXseXPs cXUUent anG noticeG in 
t h e pu b l i c eye ?  T h e n ew sp aper.  

T h en  t h ere i s t h i s od d ,  real l y mi su n d erst ood  framew ork of ou r 
so ci et y:  d emocr acy .  H ow  d o w e n ot  on l y fu n ct i on  b u t  b ot h  b on d  
anG Neep oXUseOYes honest Zith each otheU" %\ OeaUninJ the 
n ew s of t h e d ay ,  b eco mi n g i n formed ,  d eb at i n g,  d eci d i n g an d  
¿nGinJ coPPon JUoXnG� :hat is one YehicOe foU that� caUU\inJ 
u s t oget h er i n t o t h e fu t u re?  I t  i s n ot  F ace b ook.

C al l  t h e W eekl y N ew s b i ase d  an d  yo u  are payi n g at t en t i on .  
A s pu b l i sh er an d  ed i t or I  ad vo ca t e for en gagemen t  an d  par-
t i ci pat i on .  G et t i n g t h e w h ol e st ory i s i d eal ,  b u t  t h e paper pri n t s 
t h e fact s i t  h as t i me an d  t h e reso u rce s t o gat h er.  H as i t  b een  
w ron g?  Y es.  T h e paper make s mi st ake s:  fact u al  errors,  w h at  i t  
PisinteUpUets� Zhat it pUints too soon� %Xt as eGitoU , haYe neYeU 
d ece i ve d  or l i ed ,  h ave  n eve r w ri t t en  an yt h i n g t h at  I  kn ew  w as 
u n t ru e.

T h e W eekl y N ew s i s an  ad v oca t e for d emocr acy .  L i vi n g t o-
JetheU is a pUocess� /iYinJ toJetheU is aboXt PoUe than speci¿c 
gove rn men t  d eci si on s,  pu rch ase s,  b u d get  cu t s an d  vo t es.

T h e great er L a C on n er co mmu n i t y w i l l  co n t i n u e t o l i ve  
toJetheU if its OocaO neZspapeU cOoses� %Xt a Oot of peopOe ZiOO 
agree t h at  t h e fab ri c of t h e co mmu n i t y w i l l  b e w eake n ed  w i t h -
ou t  t h i s t h read  w ove n  i n t o i t s pat t ern .

W eekl y n ew sp aper for sa l e.  N o t axp aye r l oan  w i l l  fu n d  i t .  
T h e W eekl y N ew s d oes n ot  n eed  a b ai l ou t .  I t  d oes n eed  l ovi n g 
ca re,  t ru st  an d  fri en d s.

T h i s i s n ot  ab ou t  t h e W eekl y N ew s fu t u re.  I t  i s ab ou t  t h e t yp e 
of fu t u re co mmu n i t y yo u  w an t  great er L a C on n er t o b e.

—  K en St ern

Citiz en' s view —

B y C on n i e  F u n k

I attended the meeting of the 
Skagit County Planning Com-
mission Tuesday, July 25, along 
with scores of others to express 
concern regarding proposed 
increased regulations for local 
farm families, many whom are 
already struggling to keep their 
family farm businesses viable. 
It is being reported that many 
limits and restrictions could be 
put in place to prevent celebra-
tion events and would even block 
new farm stands from opening. 
Many of the good people in the 
room have been the backbone of 
preserving 6kagit farmland over 
the years, leading the charge to 
keep this county rural and agri-
cultural. Due to ever increasing 
changes in markets, many have 
found creative ways to enhance 
their sales of crops with family 
friendly events that are whole-
some, fun and educational. In the 
divisive climate of this culture, 
we need these celebrations of 
people coming together more 
than ever.

Many barns of yesterday were 

filled with livestock who pulled 
the plows and were replaced by 
tractors. Farmers adjusted to the 
changes. During many years of 
government regulations and re-
strictions, many small farms and 
ranches could no longer remain 
in business. Some of the good 
people in that room on Tuesday 
reclaimed those lands and barns 
and restored them to earlier beau-
ty and functionality with hard 
work and personal investment to 
fight for 6kagit County to always 
be a hub for family farms and 
people who love them. 1o one 
has fought harder to preserve 
farmland than the faces I saw in 
that room whose ability to make 
an honest living are under attack.

)rom a fiscal standpoint alone, 
the revenues brought into the 
county by these events are huge, 
employing scores of local busi-
nesses. These are the dollars that 
protect local infrastructure that 
benefits all of us.

Some of the people at the 
meeting spoke of food insecurity. 
This is a difficult fact for many, 
so what is better than locally 
raised fruits and vegetables made 

available at farm stands" ,t was 
made very clear at the meeting 
that every person who spoke 
values agricultural land highly 
and wants to preserve it.

Yet there are no farms with-
out farm families. At the risk 
of sounding like a radical 
e[tremist, there is a movement 
worldwide toward government 
and corporate run farming and a 
top- down agenda to achieve it. , 
firmly believe we need a bottom 
up, soil-under-your-fingernails 
movement to not only preserve 
farmland, but the farm families 
who make it possible. They 
are our neighbors and friends 
who we all can support in this 
challenge. Every one of them 
deserves a seat at what should al-
ways be a farm-table discussion.

In the end, God owns it all, 
and we are called to be stewards. 
I want to support local farm fam-
ilies, rather than corporations and 
government regulations.

Connie Funk is a long time 
resident of Sk agit County who 
married into a pioneer family 
whose newest member is a 6t h 
generation son.

Allow farmers to hold events on their farm land

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

F i r e  B l an k e t  s ave s  l i ve s
Please share this with your 

readers!  
6everal weeks ago, , nearly set 

my home on fire. , had a three-
quart sauce pan, with 2 table-
spoons of cooking oil, on the gas 
stove, as part of a recipe in the 
making. I stepped away from 
the stove to take care of laundry. 
Let’s just say I was distracted. 

Suddenly the smoke detector 
went off. , rushed back to the 

kitchen to a pan on fire, Àames 
nearly 20 inches in the air!  
Instinct kicked in, as I reached 
for a Fire Blanket hanging in the 
pantry. If not for this blanket, I 
would not have been able to con-
tain the fire. The blanket smoth-
ered the Àames, and , was able to 
remove the pan from the house. 
The smoke alarm continued to 
blare for the next 30 minutes, 
with doors and windows open. 

Please, for your own safety, 

purchase fire blankets� One for 
your kitchen and another for 
your outside grill!  I purchased 
mine on Amazon. The brand 
name: “ Prepared Hero.”  Better 
yet, order several and give them 
to your family members and 
friends. 

, have  photos of the blanket 
before and after the fire, as well 
as the pan. 

Dyann Proven]ano 
La Conner

Rechargeable batteries keep getting cheaper

The La Conner Town Council 
will meet at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
Aug. 8, Upper Maple Center, 104 
Commercial St.

C al l  t o O r d e r
Pledge of Allegiance
Public comments (Limit of 3 

minutes per person)
Presentations

C on s e n t  A ge n d a
• Consent Agenda (approved 

without objection 5/0)
• Approval of the 0inutes: 

Council meetings of July 24 
and 25, 2023
Finance

• Approval of accounts payable
• Approval of payroll

,tems removed from the con-
sent agenda

R e p or t s
• Chamber report
• 5evenue �e[penditure report
• Department head reports
• Mayor’s report 
• Council committee reports

Unfinished Business
• Center Street project, discus-

sion

• Jenson property, discussion
• Tillinghast Dr. trees, discus-

sion and recommendation 
• Pioneer Park hazard trees bid 

result, discussion and recom-
mendation 

• Fire hall roof repair bid, ap-
proval�recommendation

N e w  B u s i n e s s
Ordinance ± Heat Advisory - 

8tility 6hutoffs

M ayor  R ou n d t ab l e

E xe c u t i ve  S e s s i on
There may be an e[ecutive 

session immediately preceding or 
following the meeting as allowed 
by RCW 42.30.110 and as an-
nounced by the presiding officer.

This meeting will be recorded.

Zoom meeting: https://
phaudowud-online.zoom.
us�M��4��44�����"pwd cnp=-
9HpKTE)H9Tgv80s�12=-
pZUVtUT09

Meeting ID 847 9445 8737, 
passcode 259940

Join by smartphone: Call 
1-253-215-8782. Meeting ID 847 
9445 8737, passcode: 259940

Town Council meeting agenda

La Conner will 
flusK K\GUaQts 
through August

The Town of La Conner 
Public Works Department 
is performing its annual fire 
hydrant Àushing and valve 
exercising in August from 
7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., Monday-
Friday. 

If you notice any discolored 
water, please run your cold 
water supply until it clears up. 

If the problem does not 
clear up please call Todd 
Park, 360-770-4536, or Chip 
Sherman, 360-840-3684, for 
assistance.

Sour ce:  T own of L a Conner

thousands of times. Lithium-ion 
batteries looked like an even 
bigger game-changer. They were 
much lighter weight than lead-
based or nickel-based batteries. 
Like the Ni/MH batteries, they 
could be re-used thousands of 
times. 

Two of our research scientists 
and , convinced management to 
take a look at battery materials 
as a potential product line again. 
Within three years, we were the 
second-largest global supplier of 
chemicals for advanced batteries, 
after only Sony itself. 

%y 1��6, it was obvious that 
costs were going to fall signifi-
cantly. We and our competitors 
in the supply chain were learning 
about lithium battery chemistry 
and how to reduce raw materials 
costs. Our customers, the battery 
manufacturers, were adopting 
lithium-ion technology as fast as 
they could. Every maMor battery 
company in the world and a lot 
of minor ones were making lithi-
um batteries by 1997. They were 
all reducing costs, fast, through 
mass production. 

Today¶s electric vehicle batter-
ies cost less than $200 pe r kilo-
watt-hour of capacity. They’re 
designed to be discharged and 
recharged up to 10,000 times. 
Over their lifetime, rechargeable 
batteries can supply electricity 
for as little as $0.0 2 per kWh 
(�200 divided by 10,000). 

To use batteries to supply 
electricity to the grid, you have 

to buy, not just the batteries, but 
also the electricity to charge the 
batteries and the equipment and 
engineering to integrate the bat-
teries with the grid, so total costs 
are higher. Sometimes, though, 
adding in those costs can make 
sense. The average wholesale 
electric price in Washington is 
around $0.03/ kWh – but , some-
times, wholesale electricity is 
available at very low prices and 
sometimes wholesale prices are 
much higher than the average. 
There’s an opportunity to buy 
low and sell high ± if you have 
storage. 

Battery and systems integra-
tion costs are still falling. We’re 
about to see very rapid growth 
in the use of batteries that have 
been developed for electric cars 
in the utility industry. They’ll re-
place backup generators and help 
reduce peak wholesale pricing. 
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Not all business retirement plans are
equal.

Scott A Price
Financial Advisor

708 E Morris St Ste C
La Conner, WA 98257
360-466-2933

KERN

FUNERAL
HOME

REC EP TI O N RO O M
M O U NT V ERNO N C EM ETERY

M O U NT V ERNO N C REM ATO RY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”

A NEW TAX CREDIT FOR WASHINGTON WORKERS

FIND OUT MORE | OBTENGA MÁS INFORMACIÓN

(360) 763-7300

UN NUEVO PAGO PARA TRABAJADORES DE WASHINGTON

WorkingFamiliesCredit.wa.gov

Who is eligible for a tax credit?
Lived in Washington a minimum of 183 days.
Are at least 25 and under 65 years of age OR
have a qualifying child in 2022.
Filed a 2022 federal tax return with a SSN or
ITIN.
Low to moderate income families who meet
the income thresholds.

¿Quién es elegible para recibir un pago?
Haber vivido en Washington durante
183 días como mínimo
Tener entre 25 y 65 años o tener un hijo
que cumpla con los requisitos en 2022
Haber presentado una declaración de
impuestos federales en 2022 usando un
SSN or ITIN
Cumplir con los límites de ingresos

You can apply online, by paper, or
through a tax preparer company.

Puede solicitarlo por Internet, en
papel o a través de una empresa de
preparación de impuestos.

M a r ge r y G e n e  Z i m m e r m an
Margery Zimmerman passed 

away on July 22, 2023, in 
Burlington, WA. She was born on 
March 7, 1933 to Gene and Teresa 
(Wells) Dunlap, and grew up in 
La Conner, fi rst at the Dunlap 
house on La Conner-Whitney 
Road, then on Kiket Island, at a 
beautiful residence and grounds 
known as ³)lagstaff ´.

After graduating from La 
Conner High in 1951, she 
traveled the world with her 
father and sister Gerry. A 
highlight was attending the 
1956 Olympics in Melbourne, 
Australia. She attended the 
University of Hawaii, University 
of Washington, and Washington 
State University. She was a 
fi ercely loyal Cougar at heart 
and never wavered from that 
throughout her life.

Marge married James Bailey 
in 1957, and they welcomed two 
daughters, Laura and Alison. 
After their divorce in 1971, she 
moved with her two daughters 
back to the Skagit Valley.

She began working at Dunlap 
Towing, the tugboat company 
her father founded. While there, 

G l o r i a K an e n w i s h e r
Our beautiful Gloria passed 

away Monday, July 24, 2023, sur-
rounded by love and admiration. 
Her courage and grace, regardless 
of what life threw at her, never 
ceased to amaze the many who 
loved her. Dementia may have 
seized her mind, but her heart and 
soul put up quite a fi ght. 

Gloria was born to Anna and 
John Lotz on August 17, 1942, in 
Jordan Valley, Oregon. She often 
spoke about her childhood ad-
ventures, with her many beloved 
cousins, and about her interesting 
Basque culture. After the divorce 
of their parents, Gloria and her 
siblings, Carlotta and Johnny, 
moved with their mother Anna to 
Wilder, Idaho. 

Anna would meet and marry 
Melvin Metzer, who moved the 
family to Othello, Washington, 
when Gloria was a teen. Gloria 
had great respect for her stepdad 
and was blessed with two more 
siblings, Jessica and Eldon. She 
graduated from OHS (Othello 
High School) in 1960, where 
she was active in many clubs, 
was voted best fi gure, and made 
friends that she would cherish for 
the rest of her years. 

After venturing out to 
California in 1961, Gloria 
returned to Washington and met 
a tall, handsome Irishman by 
the name of Frank Kennelly. 
They married in Moses Lake, 
where they started a life and 
family. They would have three 
children whom Gloria raised 
single handedly after the 

she was reacquainted with her 
high school classmate, Jim 
Zimmerman. They married in 
1973, blending their two families 
together. Marge retired in 1992 
as secretary/treasurer after a long, 
enjoyable career.

In retirement, Marge and Jim 
lived a full life in the house they 
built in Bay View doing all the 
things they loved, including 
gardening and countless road trips 
across the country. Marge was 
an excellent cook and an accom-
plished baker and was known 
for her pies and cinnamon rolls 
that she would give to family and 
friends at Christmas. Above all, 
her favorite activity was watching 
sports, especially collegiate bas-
ketball and football, and had an 
amazing background knowledge 
of the players and coaches.

Marge was preceded in 
death by her husband Jim last 
December, just shy of their 
50th anniversary together. She 
is survived by daughter Laura 
Powers (Cameron), daughter 
Alison Bailey, son Tom 
Zimmerman (Judy), daughter 
Annie Hernandez (Jerry) and 
daughter Nancy Alvord (Dave). 
She is also survived by her 
sister Gerry Henriot, and 11 
grandchildren and 22 great 
grandchildren. A private family 
memorial will be at a later date. 

Donations in her memory can 
be sent to your favorite charity 
or WSU Foundation, P.O. Box 
641925, Pullman, WA 99164. Go 
Cougs. Arrangements are under 
the care of Kern Funeral Home, 
Mount Vernon.

OBITUARIES

B a r b ar a B . H u l b e r t
S e r vi c e  R e m i n d e r

Barbara Birkeland Hulbert 
died peacefully at home in La 
Conner on June 17, 2023.

A celebration of life service 
will be held at The Vinery at 
Christianson’s Nursery on Thurs-
day, August 10, 2023, from 2-4 
p.m. ,n lieu of À owers, please 
consider a donation to the Rotary 
Club of La Conner Jim Hulbert 
Vocational Scholarship, P.O. Box 
2111, La Conner, WA 98257. 

Arrangements are under the 
care of Kern Funeral Home of 
Mount Vernon.

marriage ended. :hat a selÀ ess, 
hardworking mom she was.

Gloria remained in Washington 
state, where she did a stellar job 
as the City Clerk for Othello, 
before settling in La Conner. She 
resided there for the remainder of 
her years. Gloria absolutely loved 
to get out and golf and work in 
her beautiful yard on the channel. 
She took hiking adventures with 
her beloved girlfriends and trav-
eled with her high school besties. 
She had the times of her life with 
those girls!

Gloria adored and was extreme-
ly proud of her seven grandchil-
dren. They eventually blessed 
her with eight great-grandchil-
dren who will dearly miss their 
Mooma. Gloria was preceded in 
death by her parents, Anna Metzer 
and John Lotz; her stepfather, 
Mel Metzer; her adored siblings, 
Johnny Lotz and Carlotta Aden; 
and her beloved daughter, Julia 
Laufenberg. 

Gloria is survived by her 
daughter, Coleen (Stan) Wade; 
son Michael Kennelly; sister, 
Jessica (Bob) Jahns; brother, 
Eldon (Dorena) Metzer; 
sister-in-law, Carol Lotz; and 
son-in-law, Pete (Rebecca) 
Laufenberg; stepdaughter, Patty; 
her grandchildren, Eric (Kenzie) 
Wade, Rachael (Matt) Clark, 
Bailey (Brandon) Lowe, Dominic 
Laufenberg, Nate Kennelly, 
Keegan Kennelly, Emme (Ryan) 
Kennelly; her blessed great-
grandchildren, Randi, Kennelly, 
Graham, Johnny, Curtis, Cole, Eli 
and Rowen; her loving caregiver 
and friend, Lana; her many 
cousins, nieces, and nephews 
whom she thought the world of; 
and her amazing girlfriends who 
brought her joy and kept her 
young.

Gloria’s family will honor 
her wishes by laying her to rest 
with her daughter, Julia Anna. 
Memorials may be given to the 
American Brain Tumor Asso-
ciation at https://give.abta.org/
give/261975/#! /donation/checkout
Please feel free to share memories 
of Gloria online at www.kernfu-
neralhome.com.

B y  B i l l  R e y n o l d s

Focused on the future, Town 
offi  cials have taken the long 
view to address La Conner’s 
most pressing needs. 

Town leaders highlighted a 
handful of top-tier issues in a 
5-year strategic plan crafted 
during an all-day retreat July 24 
in Mount Vernon. 

Priorities include a mandated 
upgrade of the wastewater 
treatment plant, robust 
investments in fi re protection 
and safety, providing public 
access on South First Street to 
Caledonia, securing a permanent 
home for the public works 
department, developing long-
term À ood mitigation measures, 
replacing aging water lines on 
Channel Drive and elsewhere 
and recruiting staff  to succeed 
those employees upon their 
retirement. 

Admittedly, those goals won’t 
be achieved overnight. Thus, the 
fi ve-year timeline. 

³This is fairly daunting,´ 
Town Administrator Scott 
Thomas said of the to-do list. 
“ We’ll be thinking through 
strategies on many of these. We 
won’t be able to get everything 
done all at once, but we’ll be 
able to get started on them. 
We’ll obviously have to work on 
some of them simultaneously.´ 

Thomas, Mayor Ramon 
Hayes, council members and 
staff  all applauded the process 
by which retreat facilitators 
Brian Murphy and Julie Tesch 
led them to prioritize local 
needs. 

“ I wish we could have more 
of these,´ )ire Chief and Code 
Enforcement Offi  cer Aaron 
Reinstra said. “ There was great 
input from everyone.´ 

Councilmember Ivan Carlson 
called the retreat “ a cool expe-
rience.´ 

“ It makes taking on all the 
things we have to do a lot more 
organi]ed,´ Carlson added. 

Planning Commission 
member Marna Hanneman, 

Council retreats to Mount Vernon 
for focus on La Conner’s future

who becomes mayor in January 
and will inherit these goals, 
was likewise pleased with the 
outcome. 

³This was awesome,´ she said 
at the day’s close, “ though the 
needs are daunting. But it’s a 
start. We’re not eating the apple. 
:e¶re taking a bite.´ 

Councilmember Annie Taylor 
concurred. 

³This was great,´ she said. 
“ We had open communication 
and we were able to fi gure out 
the maMor proMects ahead of us.´ 

³The free e[change of ideas,´ 
added Councilmember Mary 
:ohleb, ³was very benefi cial.´ 

Hayes called potential 
opening of South First Street 
a ³three-fer´ by helping with 
downtown traffi  c À ow, enhanc-
ing eff orts at waterfront À ood 
mitigation and emergency 
management and solving the 
public hazard situation caused 
by the dilapidated and vacant 
Moore-Clark building which 
sits several feet on the Town’s 
right-of-way and is subject to 
condemnation. 

Hayes addressed the public 
works department’s dilemma, 
whose La Conner Marina loca-
tion is too small and is a site the 
Port of Skagit has targeted. 

“ I’ve always thought that we 
could merge the Town Public 
Works Department with the Port 
and reserve space within their 
redevelopment plan in a way 
that would benefi t both parties,´ 
said Hayes. 

Thomas said a marina location 

would serve public works best 
since it is outside the À ood plain. 

Grant funding will be sought 
to fund infrastructure. But 
Thomas cautioned that applying 
for grants is very competitive 
and can be fraught with hidden 
costs under the best of condi-
tions. 

“ Getting grants is also getting 
hours,´ Thomas e[plained. ³,t 
takes time to write a proposal, 
get the grant, manage the grant 
and do the required fi nancial 
reporting.´ He suggested hiring 
a grant writer. 

Councilmember MaryLee 
Chamberlain and Hanneman 
each said keeping present staff  
and recruiting qualifi ed replace-
ments for those who will retire 
in the ne[t fi ve years should be 
prominent on the Town’s radar. 

³:e defi nitely want some 
continuity,´ Thomas agreed. 

Murphy advised the Town 
must walk something of a tight-
rope in the years ahead. 

“ You’ve got to be patient and 
impatient all at once,´ he said. 

Much of what happened at 
the retreat was rehashed during 
a fast-paced 35-minute regular 
July 25 town council meeting at 
Maple Hall, an agenda most no-
table for Councilmember Rick 
Dole presenting Hector Soltero 
an offi  cial resolution honor-
ing the United Parcel Service 
driver for his valued customer 
service during his years on the 
La Conner route. Soltero’s wife, 
Christina and his UPS supervi-
sor attended the ceremony. 

P r oj e c t  562 b y
M at i k a W i l b u r

N ow  i n  S t oc k  A gai n !
O p en 7  d ay s a w eek !

10 -  6
O n G ilk ey  Square
3 60- 3 9 9 - 18 00

w w w .seap ortbook s.com

106 S . F i r s t  S t .
L a C on n e r

SENIOR CENTER at MAPLE HALL
Tuesdays 9-3

Activities:
Fitness Class,  Woodcarving Group,
Creative Writing,  Games & Crafts,
Art Circle,  Special Events & More!

Full Schedule:
Town of La Conner

website
Or call/email

360-855-5440
seniorcenter@

townofl aconner.org
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360-466-9932 • 702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

W ATERF RO NT DECK SEATING
INDO O R AIR CO NDITIO NING

& EATERY, Inc.

Kitchen OPEN Sun. thru Thurs., until 
9 PM / Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

VOTED SKAGIT’S BEST
Fish and ChipsEST. 1972 - Family Operated

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com
www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer 
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY • BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
HAND-DIPPED FISH & CHIPS ON THURSDAYS
FRIDAY - SUNDAY: We have delicious burgers

featuring Mesman’s organic beef
19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon

Hours: Tues.-Sun.: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9 • Mon.: 11 to 5
Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill

Hours: Tues.-Sun.: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9 • Mon.: 11 to 5

Now through November 30th

Fund
Drive 
100 K
Goal

Generous Alum will match the 
fi rst $50K in contributions

Now through November 30th

Fund
Drive 
100 K
Goal

Generous Alum will match the 
fi rst $50K in contributions

LA CONNER 
COMMUNITY 
SCHOLARSHIP
FOUNDATION

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

90,000

100,000

Please mail your donations to:
     LCCSF

    P.O. Box 1277
    La Conner. 98257

B y B i l l  R e yn ol d s

It was a current event on a 
Swinomish Channel steeped in 
history. 

Tribal canoe families from 
throughout the region arrived 
here just before noon a week ago 
Tuesday as part of the Paddle to 
Muckleshoot, the continuation 
of a cultural tradition dating to 
when the Salish Sea was a Native 
American superhighway. 

The 2023 Canoe Journey was 
the fi rst such celebration in four 
years due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Swinomish and Samish 
nations were on its route.

The display of handsomely 
painted canoes on the channel, 
modeled after those that in 
previous eras regularly connect-
ed Coast Salish tribes, was a 
welcome sight, especially those 
crewed by young pullers serving 
as stewards bridging the past and 
future. 

“ Let them know we’re here,”  
an announcer encouraged the 
waiting crowd over a loudspeak-
er as the fi rst of the canoes came 
into sight. “ Give them a hand.”  

Indeed, each arrival was 
greeted by cheers from those 
gathered near the cedar hats 
at Swadabs Park. Spectators 
included best-selling home-
grown author Matika Wilbur, 
whose critically acclaimed 
pictorial “ Project 562”  chronicles 
the nation’s federally recognized 
Native American tribes. 

Because the July 25 midday 
high tide was fairly low, the 
canoes made a soft-landing south 
of the park nearer Rainbow 

Bridge. 
“ There was still a sand 

bar where they usually come 
ashore,”  explained an onlooker. 

At one point the channel in 
front of the Three Hats Pavilions 
was fi lled with vessels ± a À otilla 
of canoes, support boats and 
pleasure craft of various sizes. 
The mood was festive. 

Swinomish served as an over-
night rest stop for canoe pullers 
and their support teams arriving 
from Lummi and Samish nations. 
Tents dotted Swinomish Village, 
from just south of Swadabs up to 
John K. Bob Ball Park. 

Guests were treated to singing, 
drumming and a feast of salmon, 
halibut, scalloped potatoes and 
frybread. 

The Swinomish kitchen crew 
led by Cathi Bassford and aided 
for a time by her brother, tribal 
senate chairman Steve Edwards, 
prepared dinner for 2,500 people. 

By early the next morning the 
canoe families had set off  for 
Tulalip, their next stop. After that 
they would land at Suquamish, 
on the Kitsap Peninsula, enroute 
to Alki Point in West Seattle. 
Their destination this past week-
end was Muckleshoot, northeast 
of Tacoma. 

Tony Cladoosby skippered a 
Swinomish canoe, taking on a 
demanding role requiring one 
who can read the wind and un-
derstand currents. 

Over 120 canoes and 8,000 
people descended upon 
Muckleshoot, which last hosted a 
Canoe Journey in 2006. 

Canoe Journeys were initiated 
in 1989, coinciding with 
Washington State’s centennial 
celebration, at the behest of 
renowned Quinault educator 
Emmett Oliver. His Paddle to 
Seattle was undertaken amid 
much fanfare. Also that year, 
Kevin Paul and family members 
carved the replica Swinomish 
story pole standing at the 
intersection of Snee-Oosh and 
Reservation roads.

In the years since, participants 
have hailed the Canoe Journey 
as a source of physical, mental, 
emotional and spiritual growth. 

All were much in evidence at 
Swinomish.

Swinomish Tribe hosts leg of Paddle 
to Muckleshoot Canoe Journey

P I C K L E B A L L  I S  P O P U L A R  I N  S H E L T E R  B A Y  –  E ve ry d ay fol ks are on  t h e co u rt s,  as h ere,  i n  S h el t er B ay ,  
an d  at  faci l i t i es t h rou gh ou t  S ka gi t  C ou n t y an d  arou n d  t h e co u n t ry .  C reat ed  on  B ai n b ri d ge I sl an d ,  pi ckl eb al l  
w as d esi gn at ed  W ash i n gt on  st at e’ s st at e sp ort  i n  2 0 2 2 .                                     – Photo by M el D amski

B y  M e l  D a m s k i

Pickleball started nearby on 
Bainbridge Island as a sport for 
kids in 1965. It has evolved into 
an extremely popular sport that 
bridges the generation gap, with 
many older participants. Last year 
the state legislature made it the 
offi  cial sport of :ashington.

Shelter Bay has tennis courts 
across from its administration 
building on Shoshone Drive that 
can be tightened up with a lower 
net and lines moved so there is 
less ground to cover. The tennis 
court further south on Shelter Bay 
Drive is being converted into four 
pickleball courts and will be in 
early August.

It appeals to older players be-
cause there is less ground to cover 
with sets almost always double 
matches. The balls are light 
plastic. It is also a very nice social 
event and very often you can see 
the players schmoozing on the 
bench before and after they play.

Charlotte Decker is a regular 
player at Shelter Bay and is often 
playing when she is not running 
her Amaryllis Women’s Boutique 
and Art Gallery in La Conner. 
“ It’s super fun and very addictive 
to play at whatever level you 
want,”  she said.

Pickleball is exploding in 
Skagit County and one of its 
hotspots is Hillcrest Park in 
Mount Vernon where you can 

drive by and see a cluster of play-
ers of all ages. John Erbstoeszer is 
a retired Family Practice physi-
cian in Mount Vernon and a big 
supporter of pickleball. “ It’s a 
great outlet and fun to play in a 
social way with minimal risks. It’s 
not that hard to learn the sport and 
you can select who you want to 
play with,”  he noted.

Blackburn Pickleball Pavillion 
at Skagit Valley College in Mount 
Vernon is named after Claude 
Blackburn for his donation of 
$ 1.7 million to build the facility. 
It has 10 courts. A big tournament 
is scheduled there Aug. 4-6.

“ The new Blackburn Pickleball 
Pavillion will give students, 
employees and the community a 
place to gather, foster friendships 
and build relationships” , said Dr. 
Tom Keegan, SVC president.

Rusty Kuntze is a retired 
judge for the Swinomish Tribe 
who lives in Bay View. He plays 
regularly with his wife, Libby 
Mills, at Hillcrest Park. “ Truly 
a sport for everybody,”  he said. 
“ Grandparents can play with 
their grandchildren. Teenagers 
can play with their parents. I love 
the social aspect of competing 
with friends and having fun. You 
don’t realize that you are actually 
getting a good workout, amongst 
all the laughter and fun.”

If you have never played pick-
leball, the good news is that it’s 
never too late to give it a try.

Pickleball expanding throughout Skagit County

T H E  C A N O E S  H A V E  L A N D E D  –  C an oe fami l i es represe n t i n g t ri b es 
from t h rou gh ou t  t h e S al i sh  S ea regi on  st opped  at  S w i n omi sh  R ese rva -
t i on  Ju l y 2 5 ,  part  of t h e P ad d l e t o M u ckl esh oot  an n u al  C an oe Jo u rn ey .                                                                  

– Photo by B ill Reynolds
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175 Johnson

SKAGIT WN 16842

PRESENTED BY THE

23rd ANNUAL
LA CONNER CLASSIC

BOAT & CAR SHOW
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Br u sh  m o w i n g ,  sn o w  p l o w -
i n g ,  n e w  l a n d s ca p i n g ,  st o r m  
a n d  g u t t e r  c l e a n i n g ,  p r e s-
s u r e  w a sh i n g ,  ch a i n  sa w  
w o r k,  p r u n i n g ,  p l a n t i n g ,  r o -
t o t i l l i n g ,  w e e d i n g ,  m o w i n g  
a n d  d i r t ,  g r a ve l  a n d  b a ck 
h a u l i n g .  Se n i o r  d i sco u n t s.  
C a l l  f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l e d  se r -
v i ce s:  2 9 3 - 7 5 40.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEW IDE CL ASSIF IEDS
P RO M O TE Y O U R REG I O NAL  

EV ENT f o r  o n l y  p e n n i e s .  Re a c h  2 . 7  
m i l l i o n  r e a d e r s  i n  n e w s p a p e r s  s t a t e -
ZLGH� IRU� ����� FODVVL¿�HG� RU� �������
d i s p l a y  a d .  C a l l  t h i s  n e w s p a p e r  o r  
�6�����������IRU�GHWDLOV�

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
    ARNEST1044BW 

360-
  424-0258
ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

cl o sed t o  t h e
p ub l ic

t h ro ugh
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
h t t p s : / / w w w . l c l i b . l i b .

w a . u s /
3 6 0- 46 6 - 3 3 5 2  •  6 14 M o r r i s  St .

Author Event
N icol a P e arson

N otab l e  P l ay wrigh t,  A u th or
P re se n ts h e r l ate st n ov e l  se t 
in  th e  U ppe r S kagit V al l e y .

Borrowed Ground

Thur, July 27, 2017
4:30-6:30 PM
Seaport Books

106 S First St
On Gilkey Square

In La Conner
Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday

www.seaportbooks.com
C ome  H ook a B ook!

Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    ( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1)

$5(�<28�%(+,1'����N�RU�PRUH�
RQ�\RXU�WD[HV"�6WRS�ZDJH�	�EDQN�OHY�
LHV��OLHQV�	�DXGLWV��XQ¿�OHG�WD[�UHWXUQV��
SD\UROO� LVVXHV� 	� UHVROYH� WD[� GHEW�
)$67��&DOO����������6���

D O NATE Y O U R C AR TO  C H ARI -
7<��5HFHLYH�PD[LPXP�YDOXH�RI�ZULWH�
o f f  f o r  y o u r  t a x e s .  Ru n n i n g  o r  n o t !  Al l  
FRQGLWLRQV�DFFHSWHG��)UHH�SLFNXS��&DOO�
IRU�GHWDLOV������6��������

ATTENTI O N:  O x y g e n  u s e r s .  G a i n  
f r e e d o m  w i t h  a  p o r t a b l e  O x y g e n  c o n -
FHQWUDWRU�� 1R�PRUH� KHDY\� WDQNV� DQG�
UH¿�OOV��*XDUDQWHHG�ORZHVW�SULFHV��&DOO�
WKH�2[\JHQ�&RQFHQWUDWRU� VWRUH�� ����
���������

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  a r e  t e m p o r a r i -
l y  c l o s e d  d u e  t o  t h e

C o r o n a v i r u s  o u t b r e a k ,  w e
w a n t  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h a t  w e  a r e
n o t  a b l e  t o  a c c e p t  d o n a t i o n s .
Th a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  u n d e r -
s t a n d i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t .  We  

a n x i o u s l y  a w a i t
b e i n g  a b l e  t o  s e r v e  y o u  o n c e  
a g a i n  w i t h  l o t s  o f  s p r i n g  a n d  

s u m m e r  i n v e n t o r y .
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
w w w . F a c e b o o k . c o m /

V i n t a g e L a C o n n e r

WHAT’S HAPPENING

S P R I N G  I S  H E R E !  M o w -
inJ, À ower bed clean up, 
w e e d i n g ,  p r u n i n g ,  m u l ch ,  
w e  d o  i t  a l l !  L o c a l l y o w n e d  
Bl a ckb i r d  L a n d sca p i n g  o f  
L a  C o n n e r .  P l e a se  ca l l  Ti m  
C h o m i a k:  3 6 0- 42 1- 16 5 2 .       
                               t f cn 3 / 2 5

EL I M I NATE G U TTER C L EANI NG  
)25(9(5�� /HDI)LOWHU�� WKH� PRVW� DG�
YDQFHG�GHEULV�EORFNLQJ�JXWWHU�SURWHF�
t i o n .  Sc h e d u l e  a  F REE L e a f F i l t e r  e s t i -
PDWH�WRGD\������RII�(QWLUH�3XUFKDVH��
����6HQLRU�	�0LOLWDU\�'LVFRXQWV��&DOO�
�������6������

COVID-19 . . .
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  5 )

W e a re cl o sed
unt il  f urt h er 

no t ice.
No donations for now, please.

Stay safe!

T H I S  S U N D A Y  I S  E A S T E R  
-   D o n ’ t  f o r g e t  t o  g i ve  yo u r  
l o ve d  o n e s so m e  p l a n t s o r  
À owers. %ouTuets oI Iresh 
À owers and colorIul plants 
a r e  a va i l a b l e  a t  L a F o u n -
t a i n ’ s l o ca t e d  b e h i n d  t h e  
post offi  ce. 2pen �4 hours. 
I  w i l l  b e  p h y si ca l l y t h e r e  o n  
Sa t u r d a y ,  Ap r i l  12  f r o m  1 t o  
3 .  Q u e st i o n s ca l l  Jo :  3 6 0-
7 08 - 2 02 2 .                       1t p 4/ 8

J E R I ’ S  M U S I C  S T U D I O . 
P r i va t e  p i a n o  a n d  vo i ce  
l e sso n s.  Ag e s 5  t o  a d u l t .  
Be g i n n e r s t o  a d va n ce d ,  
st a r t i n g  M a y 1st .  F i r st  l e s-
so n  f r e e .  Exp e r i e n ce d ,  p r o -
f e ssi o n a l l y e d u ca t e d ,  m u si c 
d e g r e e .  Ne w  r e si d e n t  i n  
Sh e l t e r  Ba y .  C o n t a ct  m e  a t :  
j kw i b @ m sn . co m .  42 5 - 3 15 -
3 7 00.                           4t c4 / 1

Facemasks . . .
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

Y o u deserve a  t rea t !
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 o r m o re b o t t l es

30%  O f f !
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

W A N T E D  -   I  a m  l o o ki n g  
f o r  a  b i cycl e  t o  r i d e  f o r  e x-
e r ci se .  L o a n / t r a d e / b u y .  I  a m  
sh o r t  so  m a yb e  e v e n  a  ki d ’ s 
b i ke  co u l d  w o r k.  C a l l  Jo :  
3 6 0- 7 08 - 2 02 2 .            1t p 4/ 8

T O  U S E  O N L I N E  l i b r a r i e s 
t h r o u g h  t a b l e t s a n d  sm a r t  
p h o n e s,  g o  t o  t h e  a p p  st o r e  
a n d  d o w n l o a d  L i b b y .   Si g n  
u p  t o d a y u si n g  yo u r  l i b r a r y 
ca r d .  Ne e d  h e l p  &  i n f o r m a -
t i o n ?  P l e a se  vi si t  o u r  w e b -
si t e .                            1t c4 / 8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham 
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.

1 cup finely diced celery
1 cup shredded carrots

1/2 cup chopped onion
1 (15-ounce) can diced toma-

  toes, undrained
3/4 cup water
1/2 cup reduced-sodium ketchup

2 (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great 
  northern beans, rinsed and 
  drained

1 cup diced Dubuque 97% fat-
  free ham, or any extra-lean 
  ham

1 teaspoon dried parsley flakes
1/8 teaspoon black pepper
1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 

with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call t o  m a k e  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t
360-466-4017

Y o u  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a  c a l l - b a c k .

Safety Requirements:
M a s k s  m a n d a t o r y ,  h a n d
s a n i t i z e r  p r o v i d e d ,  6  f t .

d i s t a n c i n g .  No  m o r e  t h a n
6  c u s t o m e r s  i n  t h e  s t o r e .

w w w . F a c e b o o k . c o m / V i n t a g e L a C o n n e r
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.

Get a thrill from a thrift!
3URFHHGV�IURP�RXU�ORFDO�QRQ�SUR¿�W�

VKRS�EHQH¿�W�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�

O p en
F ri -  Sat -  Sun. 
11 a.m  -  5  p .m .
 3 rd  &  M orris

Donations gratefully 
accepted only 

Mondays 1pm to 3pm 

Summer Sale 
Continues!
7ake ��� off  

W om en’ sT op s,  
Long  P ants,  

E x ercise W ear,
Sw im suits

B y S yl vi a S t r on g

Dennis Strong and his family 
began spending summers in La 
Conner in the mid-1950s, as 
did Clayton and Barbara James. 
They met through Ruth Penning-
ton’s Fidalgo Allied Arts summer 
art school, where James found 
his calling in ceramics and Vera 
Strong was teaching weaving. 

Their relationship and those 
made with others were nurtured 
over many summers spent in La 
Conner. 

As Peter Strong, Dennis’ son, 
recalls, “ I remember walking 
down the middle of First Street 
in that quiet town, taking art 
classes from Clayton James, Joe 

Petta and Guy Anderson. It was 
an idyllic place for a boy like me 
and my siblings.”

During those fi rst years, 6trong 
was a teaching fellow and grad-
uate student at the University of 
Washington. Upon receiving his 
PhD, the family moved to his 
fi rst teaching position at Prince-
ton University. Within two years, 
6trong was off ered a position at 
University of California, River-
side, which he accepted, and then 
at Claremont Graduate School. 
Being back on the West Coast, 
the family returned to La Conner 
during the summers.

In 1966, Strong took a position 
at the University of Washing-
ton. He wasted no time coming 

back to La Conner to purchase 
a lot downtown. Today it is 109 
Commercial Street. In 1967 he 
purchased the brick building next 
door, now 721 South First Street 
and 105 Commercial Street. This 
building became his home from 
which he commuted to the UW 
campus. 

In an article published in the 
Puget Sound Mail in 1966 Strong 
said, “ I enjoy more real living in 
a week in La Conner than in a 
month in the big city.”

Strong had one more real 
estate adventure in La Conner 
with Tore Dypfest, who bought 
the Lighthouse Inn in 1971. On 
the Lighthouse Inn property 
stood the old Fred Eyre Grocery 

building, which Dypfest wanted 
gone. He off ered it to 6trong for 
free for hauling it away. Strong 
had it moved to the lot he owned, 
where it stands today. 

Strong served on the Town of 
La Conner’s Planning Commis-
sion from 1971-1974.

His last home, bought in 1981, 
is a 20-acre property on Pleasant 
Ridge. He died peacefully there 
on May 21, 2023. 

Strong and James left their 
marks in La Conner and it is 
befi tting that both of them will be 
remembered in the beautiful new 
La Conner Swinomish Library. 
James’ untitled sculpture has 
found its home there, thanks to a 
gift from Dennis Strong.

Dennis Strong leaves his mark on La Conner

T H E  L A D Y  I S  E I G H T Y  –  M ari l yn n  O l so n  (at  t h e h ead  of t h e t ab l e) w as 
fet ed  for h er 8 0 t h  b i rt h d ay l ast  W ed n esd ay b y fel l ow  cr aft ers –  t h ey 
prou d l y ca l l  t h emse l ve s t h e S t i t ch  &  B i t ch  C l u b  –  w i t h  l u n ch ,  a part y an d  
ca ke  on  T h e S l i d er C afé  pat i o.  “ W e st art ed  ou t  st i t ch i n g an d  b i t ch i n g, ”  
t h e gu est  of h on or q u i pped ,  “ b u t  n ow  w e eat  an d  l au gh . ”  Jo i n i n g i n  
t h e fu n  w ere,  cl ockw i se :  M ari l yn n  O l so n ,  G w yn  B eckw i t h ,  Jo an  S ca r-
b oro,  B ob b i e A rt h u r,  Ja n  P au l ,  C at h y B rosn an ,  B arb  H ammer (b ack t o 
ca mera),  P at t y S n i d er,  R u t h  B rau n ,  Je an  E agl est on ,  V i cki e N api er an d  
D aw n  N ord .   – Photo by B ill Reynolds

A R T  A T  T H E  P O R T  –  T h e P ort  of A n aco rt es’  T ran si t  S h ed  h ost s t h e Ju ri ed  F i n e A rt  sh ow  d u ri n g t h e A n aco rt es 
A rt s F est i va l ,  A u g.  4 - 6 .  M aggi e W i l d er i s on e of t h e 8 2  art i st s feat u red .  S h e w ri t es:  “ H er w ork i s i n cr easi n gl y 
t ran sp aren t .  E ve ry mark sh e mak es,  i n t en t i on al  an d  ot h erw i se ,  i s  vi si b l e t h rou gh  al l  t h e l aye rs of pai n t . ”  I t  i s:  
“ S amsa ra 5 0 5 . ”  O i l  on  ca n va s,  2 4 ”  x 3 6 ” .  L ook cl ose l y at  i t ,  an d  al l  t h e art  exh i b i t ed .     – Photo by K en St ern

S cu l pt u re b y C l ayt on  Ja mes

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
B E F O R E  N O O N  O N  F R I D A Y S  

Even in the dog days of 
summer, there is no shortage of 
events to satisfy diverse enter-
tainment cravings over the next 
couple of weeks.

T h e  A n a c or t e s  A r t s  F e s t i val  
runs Aug. 4-6. The annual show 
attracts up to 90,000 guests. It 
fi lls several blocks of Commer-
cial Avenue in downtown Ana-
cortes with some 200 arts and 
crafts vendor booths, plus jazz 
and main performance stages, art 
demonstrations, a kids’ discov-
ery area, beer and wine gardens, 
food vendors and more. Info: 
anacortesartsfestival.com.

The Chamber of Commerce 
hosts the 23rd annual L a C on n e r
C l as s i c  B oat  an d  C ar  S h ow

from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 5, at the La Conner Marina. 
See beautiful boats built before 
1979 and an array of classic cars 
on display. Info: LoveLaConner.
com.

T h e  S k agi t  C ou n t y F ai r  starts 
Wednesday, Aug. 9, and runs 
through Saturday, Aug. 12, at the 
fairgrounds in Mount Vernon. 
See farm animals and pets, visit 
the carnival, check out enter-
tainment on several stages. Info: 
skagitcounty.net/fair.

The Lincoln Theatre presents 
its 21st annual B r e w F e s t  on  t h e  
S k agi t  from 2-7 p.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 12, at Edgewater Park 
in Mount Vernon. Come for 
the dozens of craft beers and 

food, stay for the dancing. Info: 
 lincolntheatre.org.

The Swinomish Tribal Com-
munity hosts its annual S w i n -
om i s h  D ays  festival with events 
planned for the weekend of Aug. 
12 and 13. 

The Skagit River Poetry 
Foundation presents “Y ou  M ak e  
M e  W an n a H ol l e r ,”  a festival of 
poetry and music, from 2-7 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 13, at Pioneer Park. 
Musicians include Delta Prom-
enade and the Erik Christensen 
Band, plus open mic stages for 
poetry readings. Hamburgers, 
hot dogs and ice cream will be 
available for purchase. Bring a 
camp chair. Free admission.

Sour ce:  L a Conner W eekly News

So much to see, so much to do with August events
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B y  J e a n i e  L i n d s a y

With a stack of fresh newspa-
pers in hand, Ken Stern is making 
one of his first stops of the day at 
La Conner¶s local office supply 
and business center.

He greets the owners, Christina 
and 5obyn %urdick-*ood-
5ubenstein ± and their dog 
Clover. 6tern knows e[actly what 
they want, as the chanting begins: 
³Crossword day� Crossword 
day�´

6tern is publisher and editor 
of the La Conner :eekly 1ews. 
He doesn¶t always deliver papers 
himself, but today he¶s playing 
tour guide while he restocks local 
shops and newspaper bo[es scat-
tered across the two main streets 
of town. The small fishing com-
munity turned tourist destination 
is home to less than a thousand 
people ± there isn¶t a traffic light 
anywhere in La Conner.

At 6� years old, 6tern is ready 
to retire. %ut first, he has to sell 
the newspaper to a new publisher. 
6tern compares it to trying to sell 
a buggy whip factory.

³,t¶s very hard in 202� to sell 
a buggy whip factory, no matter 
how high quality my buggy whips 
are, there¶s not much demand,´ 
he said.

The La Conner :eekly 1ews 
is one of a handful of small-town 
newspapers across the Pacific 
1orthwest on the cusp of a new 
chapter. ,n Eastern Oregon, the 
0alheur Enterprise is looking for 
new ownership, as its publisher 
also looks to retire after decades 
working in Mournalism. ,n 6outh-
west :ashington, the publisher of 
one rural county¶s only newspaper 
± the :ahkiakum County Eagle ± 
recently died, leaving the paper¶s 
long term future unclear.

All three publications share 
similar goals: keep local news 
local, and keep the papers going.

,t¶s a daunting page to turn in 
an ever-evolving industry. The 
numbers paint a bleak picture. 
Washington lost 20%  of its local 
newspapers since 2004, according 
to one report from the League of 
:omen 9oters of :ashington. 
Just this summer, a legacy news-
paper in Central Washington, the 
*rant County Journal, closed up 
shop after more than 100 years in 
business.

³,t¶s really a crisis for a lot of 
small towns and it’s an essential 
part of Democracy to have a 
newspaper in a town,´ said 
)red Obee, e[ecutive director 
of the Washington Newspaper 
Publishers Association.

Obee says less coverage of 
local government ± think school 
boards, town councils and com-
missioners ± means less commu-
nity involvement. 6ome research 
says a lack of local news can 
make political polari]ation worse.

0anaging the business of a 
small paper is no easy feat. 0on-
ey from advertising isn¶t what it 
used to be, Obee says. 1ational 
chain stores don¶t need to run lo-
cal ads as much, and social media 
has siphoned away even more 
advertising dollars.

³Of course the crushing blow 
really was CO9,D,´ Obee said.

%ack in 1orthwest :ashington, 
6tern says the La Conner :eekly 
has bucked that trend a bit, with 
ad sales increasing in recent 
years. That¶s important, because 
individual paper sales and sub-
scriptions only make up about 
1�� of revenue.

“ I can sell one paper a month 
out of some of the bo[es, but it¶s 
better to have µem out there than 
to take µem away,´ 6tern said.

%ut the La Conner :eekly¶s 
survival will likely take more 
community buy-in ± literally.

6tern wants someone to buy 
and run the paper and has been 
posting for-sale ads in different 
publications, hoping to catch the 
eye of a mid-career Mournalist or 
two willing to move here. 6tern 
himself moved to La Conner from 
Ohio in 2017, after he realized his 
Mob managing a nonprofit wasn¶t 
going to take him into retirement.

³, basically bought myself my 
last Mob by buying the La Conner 
:eekly 1ews,´ he said.

Stern is also talking to people 
who aren¶t Mournalists. He¶s e[-
ploring the possibility of whether 
a group of locals could purchase 
the paper together. Essentially, 
6tern says, they could act as a 
board of directors to shape the 
paper¶s future and hire a new 
managing editor.

Joan Cross is interested in 
the idea. Cross has lived in La 
Conner for 4� years and started a 
physical therapy business in town. 

6he says those conversations are 
still in the early stages, but that 
she¶s interested in ensuring the 
weekly¶s viability into the future 
however she can.

“ We don’t go to the La Conner 
:eekly 1ews to find out what¶s 
going on in the world,´ Cross 
said. ³%ut what¶s going on in our 
little corner of the world ± it¶s 
important. 1obody covers that 
e[cept the local newspaper.´

6ome papers are already 
finding success with a more 
investor-led model. Papers in 
6outh Carolina have received 
thousands of dollars in local 
donations, while a national 
nonprofit has agreed to buy a 
group of daily papers in 0aine.

6ome people in :ahkiakum 
County have raised questions 
about grants or philanthropic in-
vestments as they consider ways 
to rally support for the Eagle. %ut 
business manager ,an %randon 
has doubts about whether those 
can realistically provide financial 
stability in the long term.

³That might get us partway down 
the road,´ %randon said, noting 
the Eagle is likely going to have to 
make changes to its revenue struc-
ture. )or e[ample, the paper is still 
free online, he says, but that could 
change as the Eagle tries to craft a 
sustainable long-term business plan.

And while there is technically 
a price tag on these publications ± 
Stern hopes to sell the La Conner 
:eekly for around �26�,000 ± 
many people in small towns agree 
the value of their weekly paper goes 
far beyond any dollar amount.

%urdick-*ood-5ubenstein, 
the co-owner of the local post 
office supply store in La Conner, 
certainly loves the paper for its 
crossword. %ut when it comes 
down to it, she says, the paper 
provides information she Must 
can¶t get anywhere else.

³<ou can have your ear to the 
ground and still miss something. 
%ut to have it in print is« it¶s 
vital,´ she said.

6o after Ken 6tern finishes this 
week¶s deliveries ± he¶s getting 
right back to figuring out what 
comes ne[t for the La Conner 
:eekly. 

First published July 20, 2023. 
Copyright 2023 Northwest 
News Network. Reprinted with 
permission.

‘It’s really a crisis’: Small towns fight to save local papers
B y O l l i e  I ve r s e n

<ou may not have noticed, 
yet our information kiosks are 
back up and working to keep 
you and visitors informed about 
what happens here in our town. 
Over the winter, the Swinomish 
Park kiosk blew down during a 
windstorm, due to the base being 
rusted and, with that, we decided 
the remaining kiosks were look-
ing sad and due for repairs and 
repainting. 

Public :orks took them into 
their shop disassembled them 
and sent them out to be paint-
ed and labeled. Then they put 
them back together and installed 
them at their old sites: in *ilkey 
6quare; in 6winomish Park, 
across from the %enton 6treet 
stairs; and the last one at the pub-
lic parking lot below Town Hall. 

They are painted beautifully 

and now always have up to date 
information about the goings on 
in La Conner, including a map of 
the town, showing parks stores, 
museums and more.

6o, thank you Public :orks 
for doing this and everything 
you guys do, keeping La Conner 
looking so good.

Iversen is a town parks com-
missioner.

Team public works renews kiosks

      – Photo courtesy of Ollie Iversen



than 550 wins during her 
storied career. She also instilled 
in her charges a commitment to 
community service and a life-
time appreciation for health and 
fi tness. Always an innovator, 
she structured a physical edu-
cation course to include student 
participation with a group of 
local retired senior cyclists. 

Marble has the distinction 
of being in two separate halls 
of fame in :ashington state. A 
2015 inductee into the coaches’ 
hall of fame, she Moined the 
Washington Interscholastic 
Activities Association Hall of 
Fame on May 3. 

The Benson/Berentson 
family has made a name – 
make that, names ± for itself 
during more than a century in 
Skagit County. 

“ We’re really one fami-
ly,´ Laura 0atthews told the 
:eekly 1ews. ³Like many who 
came to this country, names 
were changed or modifi ed for 
convenience. 

³,n 1orway,´ she e[plained, 
“ the naming conventions were 
to name sons after fathers and 

daughters after mothers, with 
the addition of the place name.´ 

6he said Anton %erntsen 
Dragaland emigrated to the 
8nited 6tates in 1���, three 
years before the Civil War. 

³He established himself in 
farming in 0innesota, where 
he welcomed future immigrants 
as they came here,´ said 
Matthews. 

0atthews said Atlag 
Berntsen Dragaland raised his 
family in 1orway. His children 
included %erent Anton (%ig 
%en) %enson, the fi rst of his 
immediate family to emigrate 
to America. 

%erent Andrew (Little %en) 
%enson, the son of Anton 
%erntsen Dragaland, was born 
in Minnesota and moved to the 
Edison area in 1888. 

The Pioneer Picnic features a 
barbecued salmon meal served 
at 11:15 a.m. by members of 
the La Conner Civic *arden 
Club. 

The meal is �20, with the 
bulk of proceeds going to 
support the 6kagit County His-
torical 0useum in La Conner. 
A commemorative ribbon that 
allows free museum admis-
sion through the weekend is 
included. 

can capture rain and funnel it 
right to the roots. That’s what 
keeps corn alive in dry areas.´ 

:here there is water, corn is 
tall, pasture grass is green and 
potato plants are big enough to 
achieve row closure by casting 
enough shade to preserve soil 
moisture. Where there is little 
water, corn is short and pastures 
look stressed. Spreading manure 
on pasture grass can keep it 
green and alive until the rains 
return. Vander Kooy is only 
manuring his newer pastures. ³A 
couple older grass fi elds , have 
to walk away from.´ 

*rowers use big water guns to 
irrigate corn, pasture grass and 
potatoes. Farmers of specialty 
vegetables like Swanson and 
deVries use drip irrigation. 

“ I’m not spraying water into 
the sky,´ said 6wanson. ³,t¶s go-
ing where it needs to go. I want 
beans that are straight, , don¶t 
want cucumbers that are stressed 
and crooked.´ 

6wanson is on ³city water´ 
from the Skagit Public Utility 
District. ,t is reliable, but e[-
pensive. To economi]e, À ower 
grower %eth Hailey of Dona 
)lora, also on city water, has 
been prioritizing her transplants. 
³,t¶s a struggle to fi gure out 
what to water ne[t ± basically 
babies and things that look like 
they will fall down,´ she said. 
Many varieties are shorter than 
usual, so she is making lots of 
miniature bouquets. 

Before installing equipment 
that let him switch to the PUD’s 
agricultural rate, city water 
was costing Chris Dariotis of 
La Conner *ardens �1,000 a 
month. )ortunately, garlic, his 
maMor crop, doesn¶t need to be 
irrigated during summer. The 
one July rain “ loosened up the 
soil so we could bring in the last 
of the garlic,´ he said. ³Even 

the crops we irrigate seemed to 
enMoy getting some rain.´ 

Thulen, 9ander Kooy and 
other bigger farmers use Skagit 
River water for irrigation –  but 
not when the Skagit River’s in-
stream À ow drops below 10,000 
cubic feet per second, the 
Washington State Department of 
Ecology’s baseline for keeping 
fi sheries healthy. 

When the river dropped in 
early July, irrigation pumps 
that fi ll ditches were shut off . 
)ortunately, on July 2�, the 
PUD agreed to transfer some of 
its unused water rights to Skagit 
County Drainage and Irrigation 
,mprovement District 1�, which 
supplies the À ats east of %est 
5oad, and District 22, which 
supplies water closer to La Con-
ner. The pumps turned on again. 

“ This is a wonderful agree-
ment, and , appreciate that 
Skagit PUD was part of the 
solution,´ said Thulen, a District 
22 commissioner. “ Now we 
need to get something perma-
nent in place so we can start 
using water earlier, before there 
is an emergency. Not a lot of 
irrigating happens in August, but 
July is an important month.´ 

During the two weeks the 
water was off , seed spinach in 
at least one fi eld bolted and was 
plowed under to cut losses. “ In 
my dad¶s youth, you never irri-
gated spinach. Now everybody 
is irrigating their seed crops. It’s 
not going to be a good year for 
spinach,´ said Thulen. 

)arming is diff erent every 
year –  but as the climate chang-
es and drought and water short-
ages become more common, the 
varieties of crops grown in the 
valley may change. 

“ Broccoli used to be big in the 
valley, but it used a lot of water, 
so you only see small patches 
now,´ said Thulen. ³:e are try-
ing out types of potatoes that we 
can grow with less water. Across 
the 8.6., farmers are asking, 
how can we adapt"´ 
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Second Location:
1304 Memorial Highway, Mount Vernon

Monday-Friday: 5am- 6pm
Saturday: 6am- 6pm
Sunday: 7am- 5pm

Check us out on Facebook and Instagram     www.crusercoffee.com

CRUSER Coffee
Coffee, sandwiches, 
smoothie bowls and more...

Open 7am to 4pm Daily
313 Morris St. #4, La Conner1st Saturday Markets 

May – September, 11 am to 4 pm

Seeking vendors, talent & local businesses
Register at KXAESTATES.COM

Emerald Flats  • 14969 W Bow Hill Rd, Bow

Commercial space for community use
Markets • Pop-Up Retail • Food & Services

Featuring

&
Beauty & Wellness Studios

Home renovations · remodels · flooring · drywall · decks 
door/window replacement · siding · interior/exterior painting 

big and small jobs

JL’s Contracting Solutions

360-840-5538
Joshlockrem@gmail.com

Josh Lockrem
Licensed*Bonded*Insured

360-424-4548 • 1-800-46�-6081 • 2600 Cedardale Rd
Mount Vernon • I-5 Exit 225 • www.soundcedar.com

Operated by
Robert Desmarais and crew

Skagit County Native for 44 Years
22,000 SQ FT SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE

CEDAR SIDING
TIMBERS
TRIM

'(&.25$7256 COMPOSITE DECKING

+$5':22' '(&.,1* �
7LJHU�ZRRG���,3(��%DPERR�	�
PRUH &('$5 '(&.,1*

CEDAR )(1&,1* �
�[����6SOLW�5DLO ���[6

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery

106 S 1st St.
La Conner

Sasquatch-approved.  Exclusively available at Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery
Open 7 days a week, starting at 7 am.  Hot and iced coffee, tea and cocoa!Sasquatch

art available

New & Delicious!
R av en ’ s  C u p
Chocolate bars b y  

F ort e of M t .  V ern on !

Not pictured:
chocolate-coffee beans 
(chocolate an d  grou n d  
coffee in the shape of a 
coffee bean)

Skagit Valley
Farmers Market

Sundays 10-2
through October 2nd

U-Pick Blueberries
at

Christianson’s Nursery
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon, WA

ChristiansonsNursery.com

,n the fall, 4�0 full-time K-12 
students will enroll, down from 
600 prior to the pandemic, he 
estimates. He proMects a student 
population of 44� in 2026-202�. 

“ We’re going to gradually 
get ourselves back in a strong 
position,´ Cram insisted. ³:e¶re 
on the right track. We’re get-
ting ourselves back on a strong 
foothold.´ 

Board President Susie Deyo 
said the budget, while painful at 
the outset, is a fi rst step toward 
³right-si]ing our district.´ 

Deyo has worked tirelessly to 
market the district to families 
with students attending near-
by parochial and non-aligned 
campuses. She lamented that 
rising housing costs contribute to 
a declining student population. 
And student enrollment, she and 
Cram pointed out, is the main 
driver of state funding support. 

“ We used to have a busload of 
kids out of 6helter %ay,´ Deyo 
said. “ We don’t now. We encour-
age Shelter Bay and Swinomish 
to come to an agreement (on a 
new master lease). It’s impacting 
our enrollment. People can’t get 
a 30-year note in Shelter Bay. 
And housing in the Town of La 
Conner is very e[pensive. :e¶d 
hoped that the new housing 
would bring in more families. 
%ut buying an ��00,000 home is 
hard for young families.´ 

Deyo said she has repeatedly 
received positive input from 
people regarding academic and 
e[tracurricular programs. 

³%ut,´ she said, ³they say 
they can¶t aff ord to live in the 
district.´ 

³,t¶s diffi  cult,´ board member 
John Agen said, ³for �0-year-
olds with kids to aff ord housing 
here. ,t requires a signifi cant in-
come. The whole La Conner area 
has e[ploded in terms of housing 
costs. That has impacted our 
enrollment and CO9,D impacted 
everyone¶s enrollment.´ 

One potential cost-saving mea-
sure this fall – a  kindergarten/
fi rst grade split classroom ± will 
be reconsidered. 

Elementary teacher Judy 
Zimmerman told board members 
that while split classrooms aren’t 
unusual, a kindergarten�fi rst 
grade split wouldn’t be ideal. 

³A split classroom shouldn¶t 
be the fi rst e[perience for our 
students,´ =immerman said. 
“ Kindergarteners need time 
coming in to learn the lay of the 
land. They¶re not fi rst graders. 
Creating a second grade/third 
grade split would be better. 

“ I understand that hard de-
cisions have to be made,´ said 
Zimmerman. “ I know we’re 
trying to dig ourselves out of a 
fi nancial hole.´ 

She fears that families with 
kindergarten students might 
enroll their children in other 
districts if La Conner runs a split 
kindergarten�fi rst grade class. 

“ We have to be selective where 
a split goes,´ La Conner 6chools 
Superintendent Will Nelson 
acknowledged, noting that there 
is already a fourth grade�fi fth 
grade classroom at the elementa-
ry school. 

³, hear what Judy is saying,´ 
Nelson said. “ She’s absolutely 
right. I hear what she’s saying. 
:e¶ll look with (elementary 
principal) Heather ()akkema-Ho-
vde) to see if we have any other 
options.´ 

Cram off ered a positive closing 
note reporting a $1.5 m illion 
grant to upgrade the high school 
heating, ventilation and air con-
ditioning system. 

School budget. . . (from page 1)
Drought. . . (from page 1)

Pioneer Picnic. . . (from page 1)
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LEGAL NOTICES

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
P e r m a n e n t  a n d  G u e st  M o o r a g e
D r y Bo a t  St o r a g e ,  Bo a t i n g  Se r vi ce s
P u b l i c L a u n d r y ,  RV  P a r k
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

W E  A R E  E X P A N D I N G  O U R
A T  Y O U R  SE R V I CE  D I R E CT O R Y :

• LARGER PRINT AD PLACED WEEKLY
• APPEAR IN OUR ONLINE BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$ 2 2 5  P E R Q U A R T E R
L on g  term  con tra ct disco un ts a va il a b l eA n s w e r s  t o  A u g .  2  p u z z l e s

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON

COUNTY OF KING
Estate of: NANCY ELLEN 
FOX, Deceased. No. 23-4-

04699-1 SEA.
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS RCW 11.40.030
The Personal Representa-

tive named below Personal 
Representative has been ap-
pointed and has qualifi ed as 
the Personal Representative 
of this estate. Any person hav-
ing a claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time 
the claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070 by: 
(1) serving on or mailing to 
the Personal Representative or 
the Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address stated 
below a copy of the claim; 
and (2) fi ling the original of 
the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) thirty days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
fi rst publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is eff ective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of publication in Skagit 

County: July 19, 2023
Personal Representative: 

Nicholas Hart Allison
Attorney for the Personal 

Representative: Denelle G. 
Reilly
Address for Mailing or 

Service: Denelle G. Reilly, 
Somers Tamblyn Isenhour 
Bleck, P.L.L.C., 701 Pike 
Street, Suite 1510, Seattle, WA 
98101
DATED: July 11, 2023.
SOMERS TAMBLYN ISEN-

HOUR BLECK, P.L.L.C.
Denelle G. Reilly, WSBA No 

38372, Attorney for Personal 
Representative
Somers Tamblyn Isenhour 

Bleck, P.L.L.C., 701 Pike 
Street, Suite 1510, Seattle, 

Washington 98101. Tele-
phone: (206) 340-2200. Fax: 
(206) 232-4049
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News July 19, 26, 
Aug. 2, 2023.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 

OF SNOHOMISH
In re the Estate of:

CLARA B. THISIUS, 
Deceased. NO. 23-4-01295-

31
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

RCW 11.40.030
The Personal Representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative of this estate. Any 
person having claims against 
decedent must, before the time 
the claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070 by 
serving on or mailing to the 
Personal Representative or 
the Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address stated 
below a copy of the claim and 
fi ling the original of the claim 
with the court. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) four 
months after the date of fi rst 
publication of the notice. If the 
claim is not presented with-
in this time frame, the claim 
is forever barred, except as 
otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is eff ective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets. 
Date of fi rst publication: July 

19, 2023 
KAREN E. WINCHELL, 

Personal Representative 
c/o Maren Benedetti, Attor-

ney for Estate 
3128 Colby Avenue 
Everett, WA 98201 
425-339-8556 
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News July 19, 26, 
Aug. 2, 2023.

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF WASHINGTON

FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
ESTATE OF LYDIA IRENE 
PRICE, Deceased. No. 23-4-

00309-29
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Bonnie Price has been ap-

pointed as personal represen-
tative of this estate. Any per-
son having a claim against the 
decedent must, before the time 
the claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070 by 
serving on or mailing to the 
personal representative or the 
personal representative’s attor-
ney at the address stated below 
a copy of the claim and fi ling 
the original of the claim with 
the court in which the probate 
proceedings were commenced. 
The claim must be presented 
within the later of: (A) 30 days 
after the personal representa-
tive served or mailed the no-
tice to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020 (1)(c); 
(B) or four (4) months after the 
date of fi rst publication of the 
notice. If the claim is not pre-
sented within this time frame, 
the claim is forever barred, 
except as otherwise provided 
in RCW 11.40.051 and RCW 
11.40.060. This bar is eff ec-
tive as to claims against both 
the decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets. 
Date of First Publication: 

July 19, 2023.
DATED: July 17, 2023
Bonnie Price
Personal Representative
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
Andrew C. Schuh, WSBA 

#47724
Law Offi  ces of Andrew C. 

Schuh PLLC
1204 Cleveland Avenue 
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
360-503-1043
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News July 19, 26, 
Aug. 2, 2023.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR SKAGIT 

COUNTY
In re the Estate of: MARTHA 

E. POLSON, Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

RCW 11.40.030
The personal representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate. Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative or 
the personal representative’s 
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim 
and fi ling the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim must 
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
fi rst publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is eff ective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication: 

July 19, 2023
Personal Representative: 

Marsha A. Belmont and Alfred 
G. Polson
Attorney for the Personal 

Representative: Jayne Gilbert
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice: Jayne Gilbert, 314 Pine 
St., Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News July 19, 26, 
Aug. 2, 2023.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 23-4-00387-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
In the Matter of the Estate of
Gunnar Pedersen, Deceased
The personal representative 

named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate.  Any person 
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below, a copy of 
the claim and fi ling the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
fi rst publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is eff ective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.

Date of fi rst publication: July 
26, 2023
Rune O. Pedersen
Personal Representative

SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 
PLLC
KATE SZUREK, WSBA 

#26723
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway 

Drive, Suite B, Mount Vernon, 
WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News July 26, Aug. 2, 
9, 2023.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 

OF SKAGIT
In Re: the Estate of Buddy 

Fritz PARTRIDGE, Deceased,
Amber SORIA, Petitioner. 

NO.  23-4-00344-29
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
TO: ALL CREDITORS OF 

THE DECEDENT
YOU AND EACH OF YOU 

TAKE NOTE that the Per-
sonal Representative named 
below has been appointed as 
Personal Representative of 
this Estate. Any person hav-
ing a claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the Personal 
Representative or the Person-
al Representative’s attorney 
at the address stated below a 
copy of the claim and fi ling 
the original of the claim with 
the Court. The claim must be 
presented within the later of: 
(1) Thirty days after the Per-
sonal Representative served 
or mailed the notice to the 
creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
fi rst publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is eff ective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.  
Date of First Publication: 

July 26, 2023
Personal Representative: 

Amber Soria
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice: JOSEPH D. BOWEN, 
ATTORNEY AT LAW, 401 
South Second Street, Mount 
Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News July 26, Aug. 2, 
9, 2023.

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
In the Matter of the Estate of 
Joseph P. Souza, Deceased.
Cause No. 23-4-00392-29

PROBATE NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS (RCW 

11.40.030)
The Personal Representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative of this estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the Personal Representative or 
the Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address stated 
below a copy of the claim and 
fi ling the original of the claim 
with the court.  The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided un-
der RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
fi rst publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 

claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is eff ective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of First Publication:  

July 26, 2023
Personal Representative:  

Michael E. Souza
Attorney for Personal Repre-

sentative:  Aaron M. Rasmus-
sen, WSBA #29496
Address for Mailing or 

Service:  North Sound Law 
Group, PLLC, 300 N. Com-
mercial St., Bellingham, WA 
98225; Phone: 360-671-7700
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News July 26, Aug. 2, 
9, 2023.

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS 
CLAIMING AN INTEREST 

IN THE PROPERTY LISTED 
BELOW

The Plaintiff s Kevin Paul and 
Patricia Paul are initiating a 
Quiet Title action on the build-
ing located at the following 
address: 17544 Pioneer Park-
way, La Conner, WA 98257. 
Quiet Title actions are used 

to determine the ownership 
interests in homes and oth-
er buildings. The Quiet Title 
action has been fi led in the 
Swinomish Tribal Court. The 
matter has been set for hear-
ing on September 12, 2023, 
at 3:00 p.m., at the location 
below. Any person wishing to 
assert a right, title, or interest 
in any of the buildings at the 
address listed above, should 
contact the Swinomish Tribal 
Court to obtain the necessary 
paperwork to fi le a claim.
QUIET TITLE HEARING 

LOCATION
Swinomish Tribal Court
Social Services Building, 

17337 Reservation Road
La Conner, WA, 98257
CONTACT FOR QUIET TI-

TLE HEARING SCHEDULE
Blair Page, Swinomish Tribal 

Court Clerk
Phone: (360) 466.7217
Email: bpage@swinomish.

nsn.us 
Date of fi rst publication of 

this notice: July 26, 2023. 
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News July 26, and 
Aug. 2, 9, 16, 23, 2023.

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON FOR 

SKAGIT COUNTY
CHRISTINA EGERER, as 
Successor Trustee of the 

Wilson Family Trust dated 
June 19th, 1997

Plaintiff 
vs.

THE HEIRS & DEVISEES 
OF JOHN JOHNSON & 

WILHEMINA JOHNSON, 
h/w; AND, ALL PERSONS 
UNKNOWN CLAIMING 
ANY INTEREST IN OR 

TO THE SUBJECT REAL 
PROPERTY
Defendants

No. 23-2-00565-29
SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON TO: ALL 
PERSONS UNKNOWN 

CLAIMING ANY 
INTEREST IN OR TO 
THE SUBJECT REAL 

PROPERTY, Defendants:
You are hereby summoned to 

appear within sixty days after 
the date of the fi rst publica-
tion of this summons, to wit, 
within sixty days after the 26th 

day of July, 2023, and defend 
the above entitled action in 
the above entitled court, and 
answer the complaint of the 
plaintiff s, and serve a copy 
of your answer upon the un-
dersigned attorney for plain-
tiff s at his offi  ce below stated; 
and in case of your failure so 
to do, judgment will be ren-
dered against you according to 
the demand of the complaint, 
which has been fi led with the 
clerk of said court.
The object of this action is to 

quiet title to certain real prop-
erty, located in Skagit County, 
Washington, and described as 
follows:
That portion of the Northeast 

¼ of the Northwest ¼ of Sec-
tion 14, Township 35 North, 
Range 3 East, W.M., lying 
East of the Pacifi c Highway;
EXCEPT one acre, also 

showing as one acre square, 
also showing as the North 
208.7 feet of the East 208.7 
feet thereof.
DATED: July 26, 2023.
CRAIG SJOSTROM #21149
Attorney for Plaintiff 
1204 Cleveland Ave.
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
(360) 848-0339
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News July 26, Aug. 2, 
9, 16, 23, 30, 2023.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 23-4-00399-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
In the Matter of the Estate of
Linda E. Pickett, Deceased
The personal representative 

named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate.  Any person 
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below, a copy of 
the claim and fi ling the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
fi rst publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is eff ective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of fi rst publication: Au-

gust 2, 2023
Bradford L. Pickett
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-

HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway 

Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Aug. 2, 9, 16, 
2023.

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

1-888-360-1582
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases 
of $1,000 or more with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases 
is 28.99%. Effective - 01/01/2023 - subject to change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 
month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those 
who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Offer valid at time of estimate only. See Representative for full warranty 
details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, 
IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT 
#226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN 
#7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.

APR FOR 
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF

1. Barbie
(PG-13) Margot Robbie, Ryan 
Gosling
2. Oppenheimer
(R) Cillian Murphy, Emily Blunt
3. Sound of Freedom
(PG13) Jim Caviezel, Mira Sorvino
4. Mission: Impossible — Dead 
Reckoning Part One
(PG-13) Tom Cruise, Hayley Atwell
5. Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny
(PG-13) Harrison Ford, Phoebe 
Waller-Bridge
6. Insidious: The Red Door
(PG-13) Ty Simpkins, Patrick Wilson
7. Elemental
(PG) Leah Lewis, Mamoudou Athie
8. Spider-Man: Across the Spider-
Verse
(PG) Shameik Moore, Hailee 
Steinfeld
9. Transformers: Rise of the Beasts
(PG-13) Anthony Ramos, Dominique 
Fishback
10. No Hard Feelings
(R) Jennifer Lawrence, Andrew 
Barth Feldman

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

FROM KING FEATURES WEEKLY SERVICE, 

628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803 

CUSTOMER SERVICE: (800) 708-7311 EXT. 

257   

TOP TEN MOVIES #12345_20230731  

FOR RELEASE JULY 31, 2023
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

C O N N E C T S

FREE INTERNET
Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (866) 788-1147

Qualify today for the Government 

YOU QUALIFY  for Free Internet if you 
receive Housing Assistance, Medicaid, 
SNAP, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, Lifeline and Tribal.

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

NOT TO BE MISSED
A nacortes A rts F estival,
A u g.  4 - 6 .  S ome 2 0 0  art s 
anG cUafts YenGoU booths ¿OO 
seYeUaO bOocNs of &oP -
PeUciaO $YenXe� &hecN oXt 
j azz  an d  mai n  performan ce  
st ages,  art  d emon st rat i on s,  
a NiGs¶ GiscoYeU\ aUea� beeU 
an d  w i n e gard en s,  food  
ve n d ors an d  more.  I n fo:  
anacoUtesaUtsfestiYaO�coP�

T he La Conner Cham ber 
of  Com m erce h ost s t h e 
��UG annXaO /a &onneU 
&Oassic %oat anG &aU 
S h ow ,  10  a. m. - 3  p. m.  
6atXUGa\� $XJ� �� at the /a 
&onneU 0aUina� 6ee beaX -
tifXO boats bXiOt befoUe ���� 
anG an aUUa\ of cOassic caUs 
on GispOa\� ,nfo� /oYe/a-
&onneU�coP�

T he Sk ag it County  F air
UXns $XJ� �-��� at the faiU-
JUoXnGs in 0oXnt 9eUnon� 
6ee faUP aniPaOs anG pets� 
Yisit the caUniYaO� checN oXt 
enteUtainPent on seYeUaO 
staJes� ,nfo� sNaJitcoXnt\�
n et / fai r.

T he Lincoln T heatre 
p resents B rew F est on the 
Sk ag it� �-� p�P� 6atXUGa\� 
$XJ� ��� at (GJeZateU 3aUN 
in 0oXnt 9eUnon� &oPe foU 
t h e d oze n s of cr aft  b eers 
anG fooG� sta\ foU the Ganc-
inJ� ,nfo� OincoOntheatUe�oUJ�

T he Sk ag it R iver P oetry  
F ound ation p resents 
“Y ou M ak e M e W anna 
H oller, ” a festiYaO of poetU\ 
anG PXsic� �-� p�P� 6Xn-
Ga\� $XJ� ��� at 3ioneeU 
3aUN� 0Xsicians incOXGe 
'eOta 3UoPenaGe anG the 
(UiN &hUistensen %anG� 

pOXs open Pic staJes foU 
poetU\ UeaGinJs� )Uee 
ad mi ssi on .  

LIBRARIES
La Conner Sw inom ish 
Library . ��� 0oUUis 6t�� 
/a &onneU� ���-���-����� 
OcOib�Za�Xs� 2pen �� a�P�-� 
p�P� 0onGa\-)UiGa\� �� 
a�P�-� p�P� 6atXUGa\�
• 6toU\tiPe� (YeU\ )UiGa\ 

at  11 a. m.  
• 7ech +eOp� (YeU\ 0on -

Ga\� �-� p�P� 2ne-on-
one technicaO sXppoUt�

• D u n geon s &  D ragon s 
&OXb� (YeU\ 7XesGa\� �-� 
p. m.  N o previ ou s gami n g 
e[peUience necessaU\�

M ount V ernon P ublic Li-
brary . ��� 6noTXaOPie 6t�� 
0oXnt 9eUnon� ���-���-
����� PoXntYeUnonZa�JoY� 
• 9iUtXaO 5eaOit\� (YeU\ 

6atXUGa\� �-� p�P� 0Xst 
be �� oU oOGeU�

A nacortes P ublic Library . 
12 2 0  10 t h  S t . ,  A n aco rt es.  
���-���-����� &it\of$na -
co rt es. org.  

B urling ton P ublic Library . 
��� (� :ashinJton $Ye�� 
%XUOinJton� ���-���-����� 
bXUOinJtonZa�JoY�OibUaU\� 
• .nittinJ &OXb� $OO aJes� 

:eGnesGa\s at � p�P�

MUSIC
U k elele F un &  Song  Cir-
cle. 0eets �-� p�P� eYeU\ 
:eGnesGa\� %XUOinJton 6e-
nioU &enteU� )oU PoUe info� 
ePaiO \oJaheaUtspace�#
JPaiO�coP�

Shelter B ay  Chorus. 
0eets ����-���� p�P� eYeU\ 
7hXUsGa\� 6heOteU %a\ 

&OXbhoXse� 1o aXGitions 
UeTXiUeG� 4Xestions� caOO 
-oan at ���-���-�����

La Conner Live Concert 
Series. /iYe PXsic �-� p�P� 
eYeU\ 6XnGa\ in *iONe\ 
6TXaUe� 

B urling ton Sum m er 
N ig hts. /iYe PXsic fUoP 
�-� p�P� eYeU\ )UiGa\ at the 
%XUOinJton 9isitoU &enteU 
$PphitheateU� ��� (� )aiU-
haYen $Ye�� %XUOinJton�

P ort of  A nacortes. )Uee 
6XPPeU &onceUt 6eUies� 
/iYe PXsic fUoP �-� p�P� 
eYeU\ :eGnesGa\ anG )Ui -
Ga\ at 6eafaUeUs¶ 0ePoUiaO 
3aUN� ��� 6eafaUeUs :a\� 
A n aco rt es.

MUSEUMS
3aci¿c 1orthwest 4uilt 
&  F iber A rts M useum . 
��� 6� 6econG 6t�� /a 
&onneU��� a�P�-� p�P� 
:eGnesGa\ thUoXJh 6Xn -
Ga\� TfaPXseXP�oUJ� ���-
���-����� $n aUtists¶ Uecep-
tion Zith OiJht UefUeshPents 
fUoP �-���� p�P� 6atXUGa\� 
$XJ� �� is fUee anG open to 
aOO� 6ee tZo neZ e[hibits 
an d  meet  t h e art i st s.  
• %oMaJi -oXUne\ ����� 

cXUateG b\ 3atti .inJ� 
-XO\ �� - 2ct� �

• 'aYiG 2Zen +astinJs� 
P aper +  S t i t ch .  A u g.  2  -  
2ct ��

Sk ag it County  H istorical 
M useum . ���-���-���� 
oU sNaJitcoXnt\�net�PXse-
u m.  H ou rs 11 a. m. - 4  p. m.  
7hXUsGa\-6XnGa\�
• ([hibit� ³, 'o� the +istoU\ 

of :eGGinJs�´ thUoXJh 
S ept .  2 4 .

M useum  of  N orthw est 
A rt. &OoseG thUoXJh $XJ� �� 
0XseXP stoUe open GXUinJ 
UeJXOaU hoXUs� �� a�P�-� 
p�P� 7XesGa\ thUoXJh 6at -
XUGa\� noon-� p�P� 6XnGa\ 
anG 0onGa\� PonaPXse-
u m. org,  3 6 0 - 4 6 6 - 4 4 4 6 .

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

La Conner Sunrise F ood  
B ank . )ooG GistUibXtion 
fUoP ����-� p�P� eYeU\ 
0onGa\� ��� 6� 7hiUG 6t�� 
/a &onneU� ���-���-����� 
OaconneUfooGbanN�coP�

Sw inom ish H elp ing  
H and s F ood  B ank . )ooG 
GistUibXtion fUoP �-� p�P� 
eYeU\ 7hXUsGa\� 1on-es-
sentiaOs eYeU\ ¿Ust 7hXUs-
Ga\� ����� 6nee 2osh 
5oaG� /a &onneU� ���-���-
����� heOpinJhanGsfooG -
banN�oUJ�

Sk ag it V alley  H um ane 
Society . ����� .eOOeheU 
5oaG� %XUOinJton� ���-���-
����� )inG YoOXnteeU anG 
d on at i on  opport u n i t i es on -
Oine at sNaJithXPane�oUJ�

MEETINGS
T ow n of  La Conner. 2 0 4  
'oXJOas 6t�� /a &onneU� 
���-���-����� =ooP info 
#7oZnoÀaconneU�oUJ�
caOenGaU�

Sk ag it Cem etery  D istrict 
1. 5eJXOaU PeetinJs at � 
p�P� eYeU\ seconG 7hXUs-
Ga\� at /oUi %XheU¶s hoPe� 
����� 9aOentine 5oaG� 
0oXnt 9eUnon�

Classified ads now in print and online • same low price
Submit your ad by Sunday noon for next issue publishing • laFoQQeUZeekl\QeZs�FoP�FlassLÀeGaGs oU 360-�66-331�

CLASSIFIEDS

JO’S HEALING HANDS. Ti m e  
f o r  a  m a s s a g e .  C a l l  J o ’ s  H e a l i n g  
H a n d s  f o r  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t .  3 6 0-
7 08 - 2 02 2 .

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 

ZLWK�D������FODVVL¿HG�OLVWLQJ�RU�
$ 16 00 f o r  a  d i s p l a y  a d .  C a l l  t h i s  
n e w s p a p e r  o r  3 6 0- 3 44- 2 9 3 8  f o r  
d e t a i l s .  

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY.  Re c e i v e  m a x i m u m  
v a l u e  o f  w r i t e  o f f  f o r  y o u r  t a x e s .  
Ru n n i n g  o r  n o t !  Al l  c o n d i t i o n s  
a c c e p t e d .  F r e e  p i c k u p .  C a l l  f o r  
d e t a i l s ,  8 5 5 - 6 3 5 - 42 2 9 .

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 
L e a f F i l t e r ,  t h e  m o s t  a d v a n c e d  
d e b r i s - b l o c k i n g  g u t t e r  p r o t e c t i o n .  
Sc h e d u l e  a  F REE L e a f F i l t e r  
e s t i m a t e  t o d a y .  2 0% o f f  En t i r e  
P u r c h a s e .  10% Se n i o r  &  M i l i t a r y  
D i s c o u n t s .  C a l l  1- 8 8 8 - 3 6 0- 15 8 2 .

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES t o d a y  w i t h  a  
G ENERAC  h o m e  s t a n d b y  
g e n e r a t o r .  $ 0 m o n e y  d o w n  + 
l o w  m o n t h l y  p a y m e n t  o p t i o n s .  
Re q u e s t  a  F REE Q u o t e .  C a l l  n o w  
b e f o r e  t h e  n e x t  p o w e r  o u t a g e :  
1- 8 8 8 - 6 7 4- 7 05 3 .

H erbal Cond im ent
By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor.

)Uesh fUoP 
\oXU JaUGen� 
,taOian paUsOe\ 
is eas\ to JUoZ 
in a sXnn\� ZeOO 
GUaineG Ooca -
tion� :e haYe 
an  ab u n d an ce  
of Àat ,taOian 
paUsOe\ this 
\eaU� ,taOian 
paUsOe\ UeseeGs 
itseOf so Ze 
h ave  a n i ce  
rai se d - b ed  of 
it� 2ne pOant 
\ieOGeG one cXp 
choppeG ¿ne� , XseG a chef¶s Nnife to chop the 
OeaYes sPaOO� , UePoYeG stePs as , choppeG� 
, XseG a JaUOic pUess anG a bo[ JUateU foU the 
OePon ]est� on the sPaOOest siGe to JUate� <oX 
can aGMXst aPoXnts of fUesh JaUOic anG OePon to 
taste� )oU the Post bene¿t to \oXU heaOth� Xse 
organ i c i n gred i en t s.

I ng red ients
• )Oat ,taOian paUsOe\� one cXp ¿neO\ choppeG 
• *aUOic cOoYes� � 
• /ePon ]est� fUoP haOf a OePon 
• 2OiYe oiO� � teaspoon 
• 6aOt� tZo shaNes 

P rep aration
&hop the ,taOian paUsOe\ into tin\ pieces� 7he 
JaUOic JiYes this Uecipe a bite� 3Uess the JaUOic� 
*Uate the OePon peeO� 0i[ aOO toJetheU Zith a 
foUN� to ÀXff anG bOenG� $GG the oOiYe oiO anG saOt� 
0i[ tiOO bOenGeG� <oX can Pi[ Zith cooNeG pasta 
oU Zith \oXU cooNeG YeJetabOes� 8se UiJht aZa\� 

A q iimuksK itchen@ outlook.com

ONLINE GO TO:
w w w . l a c o nnerw eekl y new s. co m
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POLICE BLOTTER
SKAGIT COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Marina MOORINGS
Port of Sk agit

Save Time, Save Money 
Save the Enviroment
with digital invoicing

Send your email address to
info@laconnernews.com     

and your next invoice will 
be delivered to your inbox.

• Desks  •  Lamps
• Garden Art  •  Wooden Toys
• Stylus Sofas and Loveseats
• Collectible Wooden Bowls
• PNW-Themed Gifts
• End Tables  •  And More!

www.nwff.com
nwfinefurnishings@gmail.com

919 Riverside Dr., Mount Vernon, WA 
Mon thru Sat, 9:30a-5:30p

Bark • Topsoil • Compost • Mulch • Sawdust • Shavings • Cedar Chips • Sand 
Hogged Fuel • Gravel • Rock • Recycle Services • Delivery Large & Small

360-293-7188
12469 Reservation Rd., Anacortes

WWW.SUNLANDTOPSOIL.COM

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 49 YEARS

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm, Sat, 8am-4pm

FREE DELIVERY • ON FULL LOADS • TO MOST AREAS
STAY HEALTHY! SAVE MONEY! GROW YOUR OWN VEGGIES! 

LIC# SUNLABTO88PL

YARD WASTE RECYCLING

ZZZ�WRZQRÁ DFRQQHU�RUJ

T o w n  o f  L a  C o n n e r

+RXUV� 0RQGD\-)ULGD\ 8 DP - 3�30 SP 
12154 &KLOEHUJ 5RDG� 
/D &RQQHU� :$ �825�

3KRQH� 360-466-4314

Compost pick-up at compost kiosk facility is FREE.

P u rch ase  pu n ch  ca rd s at  T ow n  H al l  for 
b u yi n g co mpost  at  t h e pl an t .  

No ca sh  or pun ch  ca rd sa l es a t th e pl a n t.

Sunday, July 23
4 : 17  a.m . P row ler,  m ay be not 
–  R eport i n g perso n  ca l l ed  i n  for 
t h e h omeow n er aft er l earn i n g of 
a su b j ect  w h o may b e prow l i n g 
i n  t h e area.  S u b j ect  d escr i b ed  
as ri d i n g a b i ke  an d  w eari n g a 
b ackp ack.  S u b j ect  al so  sa i d  t o 
h ave  n eck t at t oos.  M u l t i pl e ca l l s 
on  sa me su b j ect  b u t  n o cr i mes 
fou n d  an d  su b j ect  n ot  l oca t ed  or 
I D ’ d .  N . 1st  S t . ,  L a C on n er.

Monday, July 24
7 : 2 7  a.m . K id s g ot aw ay  –  R e-
port  of ki d s raci n g A T V s on  t h e 
UoaG anG in faUP ¿ eOGs� $Uea Zas 
ch ecke d  b u t  n o A T V s l oca t ed  an d  
no GaPaJe seen at an\ ¿ eOGs� 
B rad sh aw  R d .  /  S u mmers D r. ,  
G reat er L a C on n er.

7 : 4 0 a.m . D eer p ut d ow n –  
R eport  of an  i n j u red  d eer t h at  
h ad  b een  h i t  b y a ca r.  A  d epu t y 
arri ve d  an d  fou n d  t h e d eer w as 
al i ve  b u t  appeared  t o h ave  
b roke n  b ack l egs.  T h e d epu t y 
w as ab l e t o pu t  t h e d eer d ow n  
an d  n ot i fy pu b l i c w orks for 
remova l .  D od ge V al l ey /  B est  
R d s. ,  G reat er L a C on n er.

Tuesday, July 25
���� p.m. 'ove off  bridge –  Ju -
ve n i l e j u mped  from t h e R ai n b ow  
B ri d ge w h i l e a fri en d  reco rd ed  
t h e j u mp from b el ow .  Ju ve n i l e 
sZaP to the shoUe anG both À eG 
b efore l aw  arri ve d .  Ju mpi n g from 
t h e b ri d ge i s ext remel y d an ger-
ou s an d  sh ou l d  n eve r b e d on e.  
S h al l ow  t i d es an d  d eb ri s i n  t h e 
w at er ca n  l ead  t o se ri ou s i n j u ry 
or d eat h .  R ai n b ow  B ri d ge,  L a 
C on n er.

Wednesday, July 26
1: 5 8  p .m . W allet w aiting  –  W al -
l et  fou n d  on  sch ool  propert y t h at  
w as ca l l ed  i n  for pi cku p.  N .  6 t h  
S t . ,  L a C on n er.

Thursday, July 27
2 : 10 p .m . D on’ t reach w hile 
d riving  –  T w o ve h i cl es t rave l i n g 
n ort h  on  L a C on n er- W h i t n ey 
R oad  w ere i n  a co l l i si on  w h en  
on e rear en d ed  t h e ot h er at  
M cL ean  road .  T h e ca u si n g d ri ve r 
st at ed  t h e ki d s h ad  d ropped  an  
iteP on the À ooU anG UeacheG 
b ack t o pi ck i t  u p an d  d i d  n ot  se e 
tUaႈ  c sOoZ in fUont of theP� /a 
C on n er W h i t n ey /  M cL ean  R d s. ,  
G reat er L a C on n er.

Friday, July 28
7 : 3 3  a.m . Car versus build ing  
–  B u i l d i n g at  t h i s ad d ress w as 
st ru ck b y a ve h i cl e so met i me 
oYeUniJht� 7he YehicOe haG À eG 
t h e sce n e an d  h as n ot  b een  
l oca t ed .  S ki d  marks vi si b l e pri or 
t o t h e cr ash  an d  ca r part s at  
t h e sce n e appear t o b e from a 
N i ssa n .  D epu t i es are l ooki n g for 
a N i ssa n  w i t h  rece n t  fron t  en d  
d amage.  M apl e A ve . ,  L a C on n er.

2 : 10 p .m . D on’ t m ess w ith lock  
–  S l i d ers C afé  report ed  t h at  t h e 
l ocks on  t h e b u i l d i n g may h ave  
b een  t ampered  w i t h .  T h e su b j ect  
open i n g for t h e d ay st at ed  t h e 
Ne\ Zas Giႈ  cXOt to Xse bXt it GiG 
w ork.  N o en t ry w as gai n ed  b u t  
the Ne\ beinJ Giႈ  cXOt inGicateG 
t h at  so meon e may h ave  messe d  
w i t h  t h e l ock.  M orri s S t . ,  L a 
C on n er.

Saturday, July 29
1: 05  p .m . R oad sid e d og  –  A  
d og w as l oca t ed  on  t h e si d e of 
t h e road  an d  t h e report i n g part y 
coXOG not ¿ nG the oZneU� 5e-
port i n g perso n  w as ad vi se d  t h ey 
co u l d  t ake  t h e d og t o t h e h u man e 
so ci et y i f u n ab l e t o ca re for i t .  L a 
C on n er W h i t n ey R d . ,  G reat er L a 
C on n er.

We are getting the parking lots ready for the Car and Boat Show 
Saturday, Aug 5. This is a bigger endeavor than you might imagine. 
Boaters in our marina are sometimes gone for months at a time, and 
we have to make sure their cars are parked somewhere safe. It can be 
diffi  cult to manage, but we are blessed with a community of boaters 
who enjoy supporting town events and most people are happy to help. 
Remember to come out for this event if you can, it should be good 
again this year.

6afety and 0aintenance: One of the benefi ts of working in a marina 
is the experts you brush up against on a daily basis. I recently spoke 
with a tenant who is a certifi ed electrician and who is also an e[pert 
on RV electrical systems. We were discussing the electrical standards 
of the American Boat and Yacht Council, which are the standard for 
yacht construction. They are signifi cantly stricter than any of the 
other regulations out there, and they mark a solid standard for safety 
and reliability. 

I was asking him about a situation I observed at an RV show. The 
electrical system was exposed, and there were seven wires running 
off  the positive post of the lithium ion battery to all points of the 59. 
There were no fuses to be seen. This e[pert confi rmed that A%<C 
standards for boats would have required overcurrent protection (a 
fuse or breaker of some type) within 7 inches of the source of power 
(the positive post on the battery, in this case). This is to prevent wires 
from heating up and causing a fi re in the event of a short circuit, since 
moving electricity generates heat. 

A%<C off ers one signifi cant caveat: starter cables carry lots of 
energy but only for a short time. They do not require a fuse, but make 
sure you have some type of fuse or circuit breaker on every other wire 
leading off  of your positive battery terminal. Consult a marine elec-
trician if you have any questions, and look for the A%<C certifi cation 
when you call.

Remember to mark your calendar for the Skagit Farm to Pint 
Festival on Sept. 30, in conjunction with Genuine Skagit Valley. This 
should be a lot of fun, and you can fi nd more info at 6kagit)arm-
toPint.com.

See you on the Channel!
—  Chris Omdal, harbormaster

GOT
NEWS?

Email tips to:
e d i t o r @ l a c o n n e r n e w s . c o m

S O M E  T H I N G S  N E V E R  C H A N G E  –  L ast  S u n d ay memb er- ow n ers an d  ot h ers w ere sh oppi n g at  t h e S ka gi t  
V al l ey F ood  C o- op i n  M ou n t  V ern on .  A t  l east  on e ca me i n  h er d eca d es- ol d  V ol ksw agen  b u s.  T h e C o- op 
ce l eb rat es i t s 5 0 t h  an n i ve rsa ry t h i s mon t h  w i t h  a ce l eb rat i on  4 - 8  p. m.  A u g.  9  at  t h e S ka gi t  R i ve rw al k P l aza  
i n  d ow n t ow n  M ou n t  V ern on .    – Photo by K en St ern

Happy 50th anniversary, 
Skagit Valley Food Co-op

Instagram
@laconnerweeklynews

B y K e n  S t e r n

First to last, for 50 years the 
6kagit 9alley )ood Co-op has 
been about its member-owners. 
That, and the international 
principles embraced when the 
cooperative was founded as a 
buying club in a Presbyterian 
church basement in Mount 
Vernon in August 1973. “ We 
would not exist without our 
members,”  said Nicole Vander 
0eulen, the Co-op¶s marketing 
and outreach director, Friday. 

³Let¶s start at the beginning ... 
YOU,”  the 2022 annual report 
proclaims next to the winding 
path of milestones depicting the 
organi]ation¶s history from its 
humble origins to 2023. Today 
it anchors downtown Mount 
Vernon, occupying the block at 
Division and First streets. With 
more than 175 employees and 
almost $23 m illion in sales, it 
is one of downtown and Skagit 
County¶s largest employers.

Vander Meulen oversaw that 
annual report. She is thorough 
and consistent. “ The cooperative 
model works,”  she says. “ This 
radical reciprocal capitalism is 
a good way to do things. You 
cannot really succeed without 
the support of your community. 
It speaks to the model and to 
the community. Each one of 
the principles contains this 
righteousness.”  

She understands the essence 
of a successful co-op is being 
a part of something bigger 
than yourself. Vander Meulen 
cites the Co-op¶s greatest 
accomplishment of the last fi ve 
years – a fter growing through 
the CO9,D-1� pandemic ± as 
the board of directors¶ decision 
to grant $100,000 t o Viva 
Farm and perpetuate young 
farmers. That is the seventh 
cooperative principle, concern 
for community, in action.

It is also the second principle, 

democratic member control, in 
action. An elected board sets 
policies and makes decisions for 
the over 2�,000 member-owner 
households.

Last January, the Co-op 
celebrated the grant to Viva 
Farms at the Lincoln Theatre. 
0embers fi lled the auditorium 
to acclaim their commitment 
to local farmers, securing 
its local food supply and the 
environmental and economic 
vitality and future of the Skagit 
Valley. The board established 
a Growing Good Fund and 
awarded it to Viva to  help 
perpetuate organic and small 
scale farming in Skagit County.  

Vander Muelen stresses that 
“ part of the decision to support 
9iva was to fi nance food 
accessibility further up the chain. 
We donate frequently to hunger 
relief organizations, but the act 
of growing food right here is one 
way to help ensure that all people 
in Skagit County are well fed, 
forever (hence the name of the 
January event: Feeding Skagit 
Forever).”

:hile this long-term commit-
ment is impressive, so is the size 
of this one-time gift. ³, don¶t 
know of any other co-op that has 
given that much money,”  Vander 
Meulen said. 

The Co-op¶s commitment to 

buying local means working 
with dozens of small accounts. 
Vander Meulen praised produce 
manager Ben Goe: “ He knows 
all the farmers. The department 
is calling individual farmers on 
an everyday basis. We are going 
directly through the farms. It is 
easier for the farmers to work 
directly with (our staff ). ,t is the 
right thing to do.”

She cited buying Gary 
0oulton¶s entire crop of Taylor¶s 
Gold comice pears for years, 
as one example of “ us buying 
entire crops or working with 
generation farmers and sourcing 
our produce directly.”

Last year, 37%  of produce sold 
came from local farms, nearly 
$1.4 m illion.

The annual report states that 
the Co-op buys from ��� local 
companies. That is $9.4 m illion 
of customer purchases, 40%  of 
$23 m illion last year.

1ot bad for an operation start-
ed by volunteers and run out of a 
church basement in 1973.

Asked to project into the 
next 50 years, Vander Meulen 
emphasized again: “ We would 
not be here without the greater 
community. The support from 
people in the Valley and beyond 
is what makes us us. To sum 
it up: cooperation works is the 
main thing.”




