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Planting season returns

Voters solidly
support EMS
levy renewal

“Yes’ votes exceed 70%
By Ken Stern

Skagit County voters are casting over 70% yes
ballots and overwhelmingly approving proposi-
tion No. 1, Continuation of Emergency Medical
Services Levy, in the April 23 election. After the
third vote count Monday, April 29, 70.8% of votes,
19, 912 are yes, to the 8,192 no votes.

The 91.5% yes vote in Shelter Bay was the high-
est among greater La Conner precincts. Swinomish
precinct voters cast 87.6% yes; Snee Oosh votes
were 82.1% yes and the La Conner vote was 80.5%
yes. The March Point precinct was voting the levy
down, 7 no votes to 6 yes votes.

The renewal, good for six years, funds 24/7 EMS
response at a rate of $0.47 per $1,000 of assessed
property. The current levy expires this year.

The countywide EMS system provides ambu-
lance transport to area hospitals. Skagit County

IF IT IS NOT ONE FIELD, IT IS ANOTHER — Every spring in the Skagit there are tractors cultivating, turning the soil and
planting. It is not a race, but they are in it for the long haul, one season at a time. These John Deere were planting potatoes

off of Alverson Road, across from Mesman’s farm in late April 2021.

— Weekly News file photo

EMS has stated that the additional funding will
support increased call volumes and pay for equip-

Residents engage, generate
big ideas for Jenson property

By Bill Reynolds

Turnout was low but engagement
high at a one-hour community mingle
April 25 addressing possible future
uses of the Jenson property.

About two dozen people gathered
at the Civic Garden Club to suggest
how the town could best use the half-
acre field on La Conner’s south end,
acquired in 2022 for $60,000, about
one-third its assessed value.

Participants reviewed maps of the
property, a fact sheet and an infor-
mational pamphlet provided by La
Conner artist Maggie Wilder outlining
features that would make the Jenson
Property ideal for conversion to a food
forest.

Earlier proposals for the site includ-
ed development of affordable housing,
tiny homes and community gardens.

The food forest concept, which
promotes a bio-diverse, dense, edible
ecosystem modeled on the natural
cycles of woodlands, intrigued those
in attendance. So much so that Wilder
was asked if she could line up addi-
tional information when Mayor Marna
Hanneman continues the Jenson
property discussion at her next “Meet
the Mayor” session May 4 at the La
Conner Swinomish Library.

While La Conner has long wrestled
with a housing crunch that has priced
those with low incomes out of the
market, there was only minimal inter-
est in housing.

Attendees divided into small groups
that reported their preferences. They
cited concerns over parking, drainage,
paving, financial costs and related
infrastructure requirements for their
hesitancy to more vigorously endorse
a housing option.

ANOTHER TOWN MINGLE — Meeting the call of democracy once again, La
Conner citizens came together last Thursday at the Civic Garden Club to discuss
the future of the town’s newest half-acre of land.

“There was an overall feeling at our
table to keep it (the Jenson Property)
as it is as much as possible, to avoid
any hard surfacing there,” said plan-
ning commission member Sommer
Holt.

Commissioner John Leaver added
levity to the discussion.

“We’d like to build an airport,” he

jokingly said of his group’s consensus.

Assuming a serious tone, Leaver
said those at his table liked the idea of
a community garden but questioned
who would manage it. There was
positive sentiment expressed for small
cottage-type housing, he said.

Planning commission chair Bruce
Bradburn said his table favored the
community garden option or even

leaving the property alone for the time.

The only housing plan it considered is
Glen Johnson’s proposal to put hous-
ing in a dike.

“Glen would be willing to discuss
this at length with you any time,”
Bradburn said.

Another planning commissioner,
Cynthia Elliott, monitored the table
discussions, circling the room and
responding to questions as they arose.

Hanneman and Town Planner
Michael Davolio assured that more
public dialogue will take place regard-
ing the Jenson property.

“We’re going to take this informa-
tion, review it all, make a recommen-
dation to the planning commission
and then the planning commission will
make a recommendation to the town
council,” Davolio said. “We’re not
rushing through this.”

Hanneman said there remains a need
to gather yet more information.

“l would really like the conversation
to continue,” she said. “I think it’s
really important.”

— Photo by Bill Reynolds

ment, supplies and staff education and training.
About 28,300 votes were cast, a turnout around

33% of the 85,647 registered Skagit County voters.
There were some 200 ballots that were left to be

counted April 30. Certification of results is May 3.

Media experts
tout facts amid
disinformation

By Ken Stern

Representatives of the bedrock of American
democracy — libraries and newspapers — dis-
cussed “News & Media Literacy: Informed or
Influenced?” at a forum organized by the League of
Women Voters of Skagit County Monday evening,
April 29 at the PUD building in Mount \ernon.

Skagit Valley College librarians Elena Bianco
and Libby Sullivan spoke first, sharing slides and
offering the same questions they present their stu-
dents in class.

“How do you know where information is coming
from?” Bianco asked. “Anyone can have a website.”

There are few regulations since the fairness
doctrine requiring broadcast stations’ coverage
of controversial issues be balanced and fair was
abolished in 1987 by President Ronald Reagan’s
Federal Communications Commission, she said.

Sullivan discussed the many sources providing
information and the responsibility traditional news
media companies take to develop a story. She
asked, rhetorically, “How many eyes are on it to vet
it before it is seen (by the public)?”

Andrew Paxton, Skagit Valley Herald execu-
tive editor, emphasized that journalists “talk to all
people. We provide all the information and all the
perspectives and let the audience decide.”

Reporters do not accept what they see at face
value or decide if it is good or bad, but gather facts
from all possible sources and print the story so “au-
diences can make sound news judgments,” he said.

Several in the audience of over 50 people gave
testimonials of the importance of newspapers in
their daily lives.

The Skagit League chapter is offering a series on
voter education this year. The next will be a debate,
“The Two Party Political System,” by the Mount
Vernon High School debate team May 23.

National report flunks state’s preschool system, despite spending

By Laurel Demkovich
Washington State Standard

Washington’s access to quality
preschool services falls below
many other states, only serving
16% of 4-year-olds and 8%
of 3-year-olds, a new national
report found.

The National Institute for
Early Education Research re-
leased its annual preschool report
in April and found Washington’s

preschool access ranked 33rd
for 4-year-olds and 17th for
3-year-olds.

The report also found that de-
spite its low rankings for access,
Washington scores fairly well for
funding for the child care sector,
ranking eighth for state spend-
ing. But despite the spending,

families still struggle to find care.

“Washington’s preschool
program is far short of what the
state’s leaders in Congress have

proposed for the nation. As hope
for federal action has faded, a
new wave of western states —
California, Hawaii, Colorado and
New Mexico — have developed
universal preschool initiatives,”
said W. Steven Barnett, NIEER’s
senior co-director. “Will leaders
in Washington State also step
forward with a similar plan

to guarantee access to quality
preschool for every child in
Washington?”

According to the report,
Washington’s Early Childhood
Education and Assistance
Program, which funds child
care slots for 3- and 4-year-olds,
added 801 children in the 2022-
2023 school year. The state’s
Transitional Kindergarten, for 4-
and 5-year-olds, added more than
2,100 children during the 2022-
2023 school year, thanks in part
to an increase in state funding to
the program.

Still, Washington’s access for
both programs ranked lower than
many other states.

Genevieve Stokes, director of
government relations at Child
Care Aware of Washington,
said it is very discouraging that
Washington is lagging behind in
preschool access.

“This report is highlighting the
great need in this state,” Stokes

(continued on page 7)
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From the editor —

Honest. These Supreme
Court justices are not

A bedrock principle of our society is the rule of law. The cliches are
true because they are fundamental to justice: A nation of laws, not of
men. And, of course, no man is above the law.

But every red-blooded American knows that everyone gets the
amount of justice that they can pay for. And when you are a billion-
aire ex-president who has appointed three Supreme Court justices,
not only are the books cooked, but the defendant has aces in his back
pocket as well as up his sleeve.

Last week, the Supreme Court heard arguments over former
President Donald Trump’s claim he is immune from criminal liability
for actions while in office. He faces a “federal indictment on charges
that as part of his effort to overturn President Joe Biden’s victory in
the 2020 presidential election, he committed fraud against the United
States, attempted to obstruct an official government proceeding and
illegally pressured public officials to help him block certification of
the election results,” as the Voice of America website states.

Think about the question these justices took up:

It is the same one David Frost asked Richard Nixon in 1977: “the
president can decide that it’s in the best interest of the nation or some-
thing and do something illegal.”

Nixon’s response: “Well, when the president does it ... that means
that it is not illegal.”

In 1974, the Supreme Court rejected Nixon’s assertion of executive
privilege. The Court acted within 16 days that July. Why? They knew
the case was not about Nixon but about the American people and de-
mocracy. The Court understood that justice delayed is justice denied.
Who gets denied? Who is the loser? Everyone in the country.

But today this group of justices wants to hypothesize and then cre-
ate precedent that says if the president does it it is not against the law.
Why? Because he is doing it for some greater good?

These are the justices who for decades have embraced the legal
theory of “original intent,” that judges interpret the Constitution with
the understanding of its framers. The hypocrites. It is enought to read
the president’s oath of office:

“I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United
States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend
the Constitution of the United States.”

Article 2, Section 3 reads “he shall take Care that the Laws be
faithfully executed ... .”

Why are these judges worrying about theoretical actions of a future
president? Why are they not looking at the case the Justice Depart-
ment brought against Trump for his inciting the Jan. 6, 2021, insur-
rection? There is a simple term for that: sedition. The simple defini-
tion of that word: treason.

Presidents are not kings. Nor are they wizards or wise men. None is
so capable to know he has to break the law to protect the country.

But these justices are not interested in the facts of Trump’s actual
deed. Instead, they employed a rope-a-dope delay strategy that would
do the boxer Mohammed Ali proud. Cases stuck in process and pro-
cedures might as well join these justices in Trump’s back pocket.

Those willing to see will identify this hypocrisy of 30-plus years of
proud rigid ideology insisting on rulings based only on the words in
the Constitution and their original meaning. But that has always been
rhetoric, a cover.

Donald Trump has long been a fake and a fraud. Many refuse
to learn that fact. Many are unable to name another truth. These
Supreme Court justices are equally unjust and cons. They are
knowingly acting to put not only their thumbs, but their hearts, souls
and minds on the scale of justice, tilting it — and us — toward the
autocratic world they are building.

A millennia ago, high priests would philosophize, wondering how
many angels can dance on the head of a pin.

Today it is clear that six Supreme Court so-called justices can call
any dance tune they desire with impunity.

That is, until the American people have the courage and foresight to
fight to expand the size of that Court. — Ken Stern

Hard to miss the old Buick as
EV savings compound daily

By Greg Whiting

As longtime readers know,
Jenelle bought an all-electric
Chevy Bolt a couple of years
ago. We’ve driven it about
18,000 miles. It replaced a Buick
SUV that had about 85,000 miles
on it. The total cost of the Bolt
out of pocket, after the trade-in
and the electric-vehicle rebate,
plus the cost of adding a 240-volt
(Level 2) charger to our garage,
was about $25,000.

The Buick got about 20 mpg,
so we’ve saved 900 gallons of
gas. Gas has been around $4
a gallon here for most of that
time, so that represents a savings
of $3,600. The onboard meter
has been reporting that the Bolt
gets about 3.5 miles per kilo-
watt-hour, so we’ve used about
5,100 kWh of electricity at a cost
of about $650.

We also haven’t had to do
oil changes or the 90,000- and
100,000-mile service work the
Buick would’ve needed, which
probably represents about
another $2,000 of savings. Total
two-year savings have been a lit-
tle under $5,000. Over 10 years,
energy cost savings alone will be
about $15,000. Add in the main-
tenance savings, knowing that
the Buick would likely require
more expensive maintenance
after it passed 120,000 miles, and
the savings on fuel and mainte-

(continued on page 6)

A citizen’s view

Next subduction quake will rock our world

By Jerry George

A little perspective: In 1869
bearded men in tall black hats
whacked in a golden spike
completing the Transcontinental
Railway at Provo, Utah, estab-
lishing the first sit-down trans-
portation between the East Coast
and San Francisco. In January of
the following year a magnitude
9 earthquake set off a flood that
drowned Native coastal villag-
es from mid California to the
northern tip of VVancouveer Island.
In short, it was a whopper; but
almost completely unrecognized
for over 100 years.

In January 1700, the offshore
portion of that fault fractured
along 700 miles from northern
Vancouver Island to Northern
California. The shake from that
quake has been estimated at a
magnitude 9 or greater. (For
perspective, the Great Earthquake
that nearly destroyed San Francis-
co in 1906 was 30 times weaker
and the 2001 Nisqually Quake
that tumbled much of Pioneer
Square in Seattle was 900 times
weaker.)

But until the late 1980s, the
now infamous subduction fault
off our coast was thought by
geologists to be unlikely to pro-
duce major earthquakes. Then a
vacationing West Coast geologist

found evidence of an “orphan tsu-
nami” in Japanese temple journals
that corresponded and explained
sand in deposits mud cores along
the Washington coast and Native
stories of their canoes being
carried away and nest 20 feet up
in cedar trees.

Later, a well researched story
in the New Yorker magazine in-
cluded a quote from a high federal
official saying, “Everything west
of 1-5 will be toast.”

Now there is a level of fear
way beyond the level of threat.
Yes, the Juan de Fuca subduction
fault is one of the largest on our
planet. Research has shown that
this fault tends to rupture along its
entire 700-mile length, generating
massive shock waves. When it
does fracture, the damage can be
extreme ... in some particularly
vulnerable places.

Shaking from a subduction
fault fracture is unlike any other
earthquake. The disturbance is
long, complexly changing and
damaging because of its relentless
attack by different kinds of wave
forms.

La Conner is within the mas-
sive shake zone of a subduction
generated earthquake. Some
places and situations in our wee
hamlet are more at risk than
others.

Some places may suffer heavy

damage and others little or noth-
ing. Sometimes the difference
lies in how a building or house

is built. Sometimes the relative
damage has more to do with the
soils underneath the structure.
Houses on the hill, particular-

ly those anchored to the rock
beneath, will survive better than
those in the flats on old river delta
soils. And more often than not,
suffered damage differences can’t
be explained.

It’s still not possible to predict
when or where an earthquake will
strike, but it’s now possible to
deploy an early warning system
using the same technology as the
amber alerts on our cell phones.
Here’s how it works: earthquakes
spread through the ground by
different kinds of waves that
travel at different speeds. The first
waves, the first shaking, while
noticeable, is not usually damag-
ing and comes seconds before the
stronger, more damaging waves.
Seismographs arrayed all around
earthquake-prone areas “see”
these first waves and issue an
automated warning: “Earthquake
imminent. Take Cover!” There
will be only seconds to respond,
but those seconds could save lives
and minimize injuries.

Jerry George chairs the La
Conner Emergency Management
Commission.

A citizen’s view

Why do Republicans reject our

By Rick Shorten

At its recent convention in
Spokane, the Republican Party’s
endorsement committee removed
gubernatorial candidate Semi
Bird’s name from consideration
due to Mr. Bird’s failure to dis-
close a prior federal conviction
for bank larceny. This action by
the state committee resulted in
such a chaotic uproar from the
Bird supporters in attendance
that the committee removed the
governor’s endorsement entirely
from consideration. Once again,
Bird’s supporters vociferously
objected. As a result, former U.S.
Rep. Dave Reichert, the leading
contender in the polls, withdrew
his name from consideration and
left town.

With Reichert out of conten-
tion, the convention delegates
overrode the committee’s
decision and after allowing
an endorsement for governor,
granted it to Bird. If you’re
wondering why not just en-
dorse Reichert, who has greater
financial and voter support and

electoral experience, the answer
may lie in his lackluster support
for Donald Trump, who himself
is facing two judgments in a civil
fraud case and in a defamation
and sexual abuse case as well as
numerous criminal charges.

The Reichert/Bird rift might
seem like the main event, but
the crafting of the state GOP
platform is where the action was.
Despite our country passing the
17th Amendment in 1913 which
calls for the direct election of
U.S. senators, the Washington
GOP now is calling for the
election of senators by the state
legislature. The platform also
calls for numerous changes to
the way we in Washington vote:
the elimination of mail-in voting
and the return to one-day voting
with paper ballots and no vote-
counting machines or scanners,
just counting by hand. Voters
would again have to take time
off work or obtain child care to
vote in person. What has worked
so well in our state is rejected by
the state GOP.

Interestingly, the convention

‘democracy?’

delegates passed a resolution
to eliminate any mention of the
word “democracy.” Although this
resolution differentiates between
a democracy and a republic, it
must be remembered that we are
a democratic republic where,
among other rights, all citizens
are entitled to exercise the right
to vote.

Finding that “every time
the word ‘democracy’ is used
favorably it serves to promote
the principles of the Democratic
Party, the principles of which we
ardently oppose,” the delegates
resolved “that we support legisla-
tion that preserves the republi-
can nature of our government
institutions and oppose legisla-
tion which makes our nation
more ‘democratic’ in nature...”
(emphasis added; Resolution 1
reported at documentcloud.org/
documents/24602348-2024-gop-
resolutions).

What a strange country we live
in now.

Pleasant Ridge resident Rick
Shorten has long been a Demo-
cratic precinct committee person.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

EMS director is

grateful for votes
Dear Editor,

Skagit County Emergency
Medical Services and the Board
of Skagit County Commission-
ers want to thank residents for
supporting the recent ballot
measure to renew the emergency
medical services levy. The levy
funds a county-wide coordinated
EMS system through contracts
with cities, towns, fire districts
and other agencies that serve all
county residents.

Our EMS system consists
of Basic and Advanced Life
Support for county residents and
visitors, which is the highest lev-

el and quality of service possible
when it comes to a medical emer-
gency. The EMS levy renewal
will continue to fund paramedics
and emergency medical tech-
nicians, medical education and
training, ambulance maintenance
and replacement, and medical
equipment and supplies.

EMS is the most widely used
emergency service in our county
and call volumes have increased
25% in four years. Your support
means this life-saving service
can continue at the level of
service our community requires —
and we are grateful.

Sincerely,

Josh Pelonio, director

Skagit County Emergency
Medical Services

Listen to students

protesting war

If they were protesting Saudi
Arabia’s human rights abuses
would they be branded anti
Islamic? History has shown that
the students were right about the
wars in Vietnam, Afghanistan
and Irag. Listen to the students.

Jai Boreen

La Conner

CORRECTION

Sybil and Tom Jenson spell
their last name this way. The
editor deeply regrets the spelling
error in the April 24 issue.
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UP AND AT ‘EM — La Conner Public Works Department employees
install log rafters to the new pavilion they've been building at Conner

Waterfront Park.

— Photo by Madoc Hiller

Pavilion work resumes at
Conner Waterfront Park

By Bill Reynolds

La Conner’s iconic fish slide is
temporarily closed and awaiting
repairs, but visible progress has
been made on another key fea-
ture of Conner Waterfront Park.

The Town Public Works
Department has installed column
foundation posts and construc-
tion has resumed on a long-
sought pavilion at the shoreline
park below Rainbow Bridge.

Work on the project was sus-
pended for a few weeks due to
wet weather and other depart-
ment priorities, some of which
were carried out while crews
were shorthanded.

Town Parks Commission
members are now hopeful a pro-
jected May 31 finish date for the
project can be met.

At its April 10 meeting,
the advisory panel discussed
having a dedication ceremony
once construction is completed.
Commissioner Mike Bucy
has offered to play his guitar
at the yet-to-be scheduled
event, and Town Administrator
Scott Thomas and Mayor
Marna Hanneman have been

contacted about their potential
participation.

Commission chair Ollie
Iversen is likewise seeking
representatives of the Swinomish
Indian Tribal Community to
bless the pavilion.

Public Works Director Brian
Lease has said the pavilion —
along with the salmon slide,
restrooms and a play area — has
from the beginning been a major
part of the overall concept plan
for Conner Waterfront Park.

Fundraising for the pavilion
began several years ago, sup-
ported by the town and private
donors — most notably the
La Conner Rotary Club — but
construction originally slated
for 2020 was delayed due to the
need for shoreline restoration
and rising costs associated with
the Covid-19 pandemic and its
aftermath.

In the meantime, the town
secured necessary approval for
shoreline and building permits.

“The day it’s finished needs
to be celebrated,” Iversen said
during a commission meeting
earlier this year. “We’ve been
doing this since 2019.”

Town Council cautioned on
summer water restrictions

By Bill Reynolds

Town Administrator Scott
Thomas is known for his oc-
casional use of dry humor, but
there wasn’t anything funny
about his report to Town Council
members last week regarding
drought conditions this year.

“We’re already in a state of
drought,” Thomas told the coun-
cil during its April 23 meeting
at Maple Hall. “So, we may be
looking at water restrictions
down the road.”

Thomas reported that
Washington’s snowpack, based
on state Department of Ecology
statistics, stands at just 68% of
its average levels.

“With chances for signifi-
cant additions to the snowpack
diminishing, there is simply not
enough water contained in moun-
tain +snow and reservoirs to
prevent serious impacts for water
users in the months ahead,”
Thomas said.

He said the situation could
force the town to impose restric-

tions on outdoor watering and
washing of vehicles this summer.

Thomas referenced a recent
20-acre brush fire near Lyman.

“It’s pretty early in the sea-
son,” Thomas said of the upriver
blaze. “So, this is a significant is-
sue. And just because we live in
town doesn’t mean we’re safe.”

A prolonged drought could
pose financial heartburn, he said.

“We can assume there will be
additional (water) costs,” he said.

It turned out that Thomas was
preaching to the choir.

“It’s really early this year,”
Mayor Marna Hanneman said of
area wildland fire danger. “We’re
thinking about this already.”

Councilor MaryLee
Chamberlain agreed. “We really
need to be water wise.”

Thomas’ predecessor as
administrator, John Doyle, now
a Skagit County Fire District
13 commissioner, addressed the
council during the meeting’s
public comments section and
received the panel’s blessing to
prepare and submit a grant appli-

cation for funds to cover costs of
repairing the iconic salmon slide
at Conner Waterfront Park.

“We’re probably looking
at $25,000 (in repairs),” said
Doyle, who added that he and La
Conner Rotarian and Town Parks
Commissioner Ollie Iversen will
lead fundraising efforts to meet
the local match amount a grant
award would require.

In the meantime, Doyle said
he and Iversen are committed to
resuming their volunteer work
at the slide, which they have
undertaken through the years to
temporarily solve its weather-re-
lated surface blistering issues.

Doyle said receipt of the grant
would be “a good opportunity to
fix the slide once and for all. But
Ollie and I will work on it so that
it can be serviceable.”

The grant funding would let
the town contract with what
Doyle termed as “concrete pro-
fessionals” to permanently repair
the slide, which is modeled after

(continued on page 6)

Candidates have May 6-10 to file for office

By Ken Stern

Any registered voter interested
in becoming a county commis-
sioner, state legislator, statewide
executive office holder or U.S.
congressional representative or
senator has to make her decision
and file with the Skagit County
elections or Secretary of State
offices the week of May 6-10.

The western commissioner
district 1 and central county
commissioner district 2 positions
are the only countywide offices
on the ballot. The filing fee is
$1,413. The Skagit County PUD
(Public Utility District) commis-
sioner No. 2 position, also central

Casino reopens after cyberattack shutdown

By Bill Reynolds

Good things come to those
who wait.

Patrons of the Swinomish
Casino & Lodge on the
Swinomish Channel are being
treated to increased promotional
play offers and other incentives
through the end of May after it
reopened April 24.

The tribal gaming center had
been closed since April 6 due to
a cyberattack.

“Our casino, dining and lodge
facilities are operational, and we
look forward to welcoming back
our valued guests, dedicated
team members, and members of
the tribal community,” casino

KERN

FUNERAL
HOME

RECEPTION ROOM
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY
MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”

managers said in a statement
issued a couple hours after the
April 24 issue of the Weekly
News went on local newsstands.
A social media announcement
of the casino’s reopening was

met with widespread support.
Within a day more than 150
people had responded with well
wishes, some of whom called
the announcement “amazing
news.”

i
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Rockery Rock ¢ Rip Rap

Crush Rock ¢ Grading  Pit Run
360-424-0258

county, is also on the ballot.
Online candidate filing open
8 a.m. May 6 and closes 5 p.m.
May 10. Mail and in-person fil-
ing closes at 4:30 p.m. May 10.
Party precinct committee offi-
cers have no filing fees.
Everyone must possess the
qualifications specified by law
at the time of filing. Candidates
without sufficient assets or

income may submit a filing fee
petition for the filing fee.

File with the Secretary of State
for federal and state legislative
and statewide offices.

Only races with three or more
candidates appear on the primary
election ballot.

Information: Skagit County
Elections, 360-416-1702,
scelections@co.skagit.wa.us.

RQ/GQMM&M"

CANDLE COMPANY

We’re raven about the tulips!
We have tulip souvenirs that are only
available here! Original tulip art, greeting cards,
coffee mugs, candles, lotions, and more!

106 S. 1st St — Open at 7 am daily

Name the raven!
Name our new
shop mascot,
win a $25 gift

certificate! Enter

in person!

Hours:
9-6 Daily

Stuffers

varieties for planters,

growing in 2-1/4” pots.

20% Ot

Through May 9th

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon ° 360-466-3821

s “People’s Choice”
CHRISTIANSONSS =%

Nursery & Greenhouse

Dozens of different
premium annual

baskets or bedding,

(regularly
3.98)

Nursery

Aerospace Manufacturing
Marine Manufacturing
Value-added Agriculture
Broadband Infrastructure
Economic Development
General Manufacturing
Business Aviation
Outdoor Recreation

And so much more.....

www.portofskagit.com

| 360-757-0011
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Fresh off track trials, Braves
prepare for league title meet

By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner High School
track teams should feel at home
today at Mount Vernon High
School’s Bulldog Stadium for the
NW2B/1B Championship Meet.

That’s because La Conner
enjoyed strong showings on the
Mount Vernon oval last week
during the 116th Skagit County
Track and Field Championships.

With reigning state 2B hurdles
champion Tommy Murdock
leading the way, sweeping his
signature events, the La Conner
boys placed fifth on their side
of the county meet which was
paced by 2A Anacortes.

The Anacortes girls topped
the team leaderboard while the
Lady Braves ran sixth overall
as eighth-grader Kiana Jenkins
finished second in the 400 meters
and teammate Lydia Grossglass
mined bronze in 300 hurdles.

Murdock defeated entrants
from the county’s larger schools
in both the 110- and 300-meter
hurdles. The La Conner senior
clocked 14.95 in the 110 and
39.58 in the 300.

In addition, Murdock was
runner-up in the 200-meter dash
(23.01) and finished sixth in the
100 meters at 11.46.

La Conner’s Simon Bouwens
joined Murdock in the 110-meter
hurdles finale, placing sixth with
an 18.59 finish.

Bouwens later teamed with
Marlin Bralens, Maxwell Page
and Lane Tenborg on the Braves’
4x100 meter relay entry, whose
46.79 time was good for fifth
place. The quartet was sixth in
the mile relay at 3:53.01.

In the field events, Alex Martin
set the standard for La Conner
with a fourth-place toss (120°-
11”) in the discus.

La Conner eighth-grader
Yandel Rosales-Rojas finished
fifth and seventh, respectively, in
the long jump (19°-0”) and triple
jump (37°-5).

Flint Huizenga added to the
Braves point total with a 130°-4”
throw in the javelin, clinching
sixth place, right behind Sedro-
Woolley’s Quentin Cobbs (130°-
107).

In the girls” half of the meet,
Jenkins hit the tape in the 400
meters at 1:01.25. She also
placed eighth in the 200 meters
with a 27.73 finish.

Grossglass medaled in the
300-meter hurdles (50.72) and
was eighth in the 100 hurdles
at 17.38. A junior, Grossglass
joined Jenkins, Morgan Huizenga
and Maeve McCormick for
fifth place finishes in the 4x100
(52.95) and 4x200 (1:50.16)
relays.

In the mile relay, eighth-
graders Kim Williams, Aisley
Zimmerman and Reese Bird
teamed with junior Addison
Wigal to place sixth in the mile
relay at 4:31.60.

Huizenga, Wigal and Bird
finished in the top six in the jav-
elin as well. Huizenga was third
(104°-7"), Wigal placed fourth
(94°-8"), and Bird took sixth
(89’-6").

Today’s league trials in Mount
\ernon get under way at 4 p.m.
Contestants will vie for slots at
the NW2B/1B District Meet May
11 at Coupeville’s Mickey Clark
Stadium.

OPEN 7 DAYS AND 7 NIGHTS

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

nellthorn.com

[l
|
JIEL |

& EATERY, Inc.

360-466-9932
702 S. First St. * Waterfront Dining

Kitchen OPEN
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

Braves handily tame Lions

By Bill Reynolds

It was cold, damp and gusty
in La Conner last Saturday, a
perfect day for the La Conner
Braves softball and baseball
teams.

The Lady Braves were
especially thankful their home
doubleheader with Concrete
wasn’t rained out as head coach
Loran James’ charges broke into
the win column with convincing
22-13 and 21-13 triumphs.

It was a case of déja vu.

A year ago, La Conner had
also swept a pair of softball slug-
fests with their Skagit County
rivals, winning those battles by
35-27 and 32-27 margins, num-
bers usually posted on football
scoreboards.

It looked early last week-
end like the Lady Braves (2-9
overall; 2-4 in league) wouldn’t
be able to snap their nine-game
losing skid. Concrete erupted
for 11 first inning runs in the
opener of the NW2B/1B twinbill,
leading one Lady Lions fan to
ask whether a 10-run mercy rule
would be imposed.

La Conner answered with nine
runs in bottom of the first, a rally
keyed by Taylor Rae Cayou’s
two-run double to deep left field.

The Lady Braves followed
with an eight-run rally in the
second and never looked back.

La Conner hurler Della
Souryavong tamed the Lions,
allowing just two tallies over the
final four innings.

The nightcap of the double-
header followed a similar script.
La Conner again plated nine first
inning runs, an outburst ignit-
ed by a one-out, two-run, line
drive double to left by Katarina
Edwards.

Leadoff hitter Josi Straathof
sparked the victors all day,
repeatedly drawing walks and
creating havoc on the basepaths.
She and Souryavong embraced
the muddy infield conditions

BIG BLAST — La Conner’s Taylor Rae Cayou rips a two-run double
over teammate Josi Straathof during La Conner’'s 22-13 win over
Concrete in the first game of a home league doubleheader on April 27.

La Conner won the second game 21-13.

with textbook head-first slides.
Souryavong scored that way in
the first game after escaping a
run-down between third base and
the plate.

The La Conner baseball team
improved to 7-6 overall and 4-5
in conference action by drub-
bing Concrete 19-1 and 15-1 on
Saturday.

Braves coaches emptied their
dugout in both games.

“The great thing is that every-
body was able to play and do
something positive,” Jeremiah
LeSourd told the Weekly News
afterward.

Senior lefthander Logan Burks
tossed a one-hitter and fanned 10
Concrete hitters in the first game.

Burks was backed by a bal-
anced attack.

Versatile C.J. Edwards, who
played catcher and three infield
positions on the day, lined a
double for the winners, matching
teammates Charley Jackson and
Brogan Masonholder.

Kenai Zimmerman contributed
a pair of singles and his brother,

Natural Wine Educational Tasting

Organic with no additives // Wednesday, May 8th
$20, includes complementing cheeses

Space is limited. Call or message

360 6109773 // info@laconnersips.com

Natural wine flights
available any time!

BLOOMIN'

GOOD FOOD

608 S. First Street

S“AG‘T VALLEy

Fo

360.336.9777 - Downtown Mount Vernon - skagitfoodcoop.com

— Photo by Bill Reynolds

Hadden Zimmerman, got aboard
the hard way — hit by a pitch.

In Game Two, Edwards ripped
a three-run inside-the-park
homer to left-centerfield. Jackson
added a pair of singles and
Ivory Damien and Masonholder
each laced safeties. Hadden
Zimmerman was again hit by a
pitch for the umpteenth time this
season.

Damien, Masonholder and
Kaleb Otis shared pitching duties
in the second game, checking
the Lions on a lone base hit and
combining for 10 strikeouts.

The La Conner teams have
a full NW2B/1B schedule this
week. They hosted Friday Harbor
April 30. The Braves travel to
Orcas Island May 1. Coupeville
comes to La Conner May 2.

Emma Worgum
finishes strong
for WWU golf

By Bill Reynolds

Wherever Emma Worgum
goes, birdies and eagles are sure
to follow.

Worgum, who won the 2022
Washington State 2B/1B Girls’
Golf Tournament as a La Conner
senior, has taken her game to
a new level this spring, having
fired a Western Washington
University women’s school-
record round of 68 last month
at the Sonoma State Spring
Invitational in California.

Worgum, now a WWU
sophomore, followed up with a
splendid showing at the Great
Northwest Athletic Conference
(GNAC) Women’s Golf Cham-
pionship last week in Cour
d’Alene, Idaho. She led the Lady
Vikings to a second-place finish
at the two-day, 36-hole event.

Worgum was the individual
runner-up at the conference
tourney, carding a 69 — including
six birdies — during first-round
play, after which she sat atop the
leaderboard.

Her 3-under-par effort tied the
single-round GNAC Champion-
ship scoring record. It marked
Worgum?’s third career round in
the 60s.

She finished with an even-par
144, adding four more birdies on
the second round. Her 10 birdies
topped the tourney field.

“I’m proud of how she handled
the pressure,” WWU Director
of Golf Luke Bennett said of
Worgum afterward.

FRESH, LIVE
LOCALLY
GROWN OYSTERS
Available DAILY from the
Chevron Market at the

Casino:12939 Casino Dr.,
Anacortes

FRIDAY 3-6
from our Retail Store:
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner
ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP
www.swinomishshellfishcompany.com
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Hear author talk about his
prize-winning economist dad

Hear about a really smart man
whose son has written a book
about him: “Leonid Hurwicz:
Intelligent Designer: How
War and the Great Depression
Inspired a Nobel Economist.”
Michael Hurwicz will read at
the Skagit Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship Sunday, May 12 at
2 p.m.

The elder Hurwicz journeyed
as a Polish Jew from 1930s
Warsaw to America in 1940 at
age 23.

As an economist and statisti-
cian, he realized “there are two
kinds of games in economics.
One is the game where people
use only legal moves. Then there
is the true game, the one like
real life, where the strategies
and moves people make, some
of them contain illegal gains. So
you take into account when you
write the rules of the game that

the players will try to cheat.”

That’s the basis of “mechanism
design,” for which the 90-year
old won the 2007 Memorial
Prize in economics.

Hurwicz will also tell stories
about his father and sing songs.
At the 10:30 a.m. service at

the Fellowship, Sharon Abreu,
Hurwicz’s wife, will present a
service about John Kennedy’s
Peace Speech, from 1963 and its
relevance for today. They will
provide music also.

Abreu is a member of the JFK
Peace Speech Committee online
group.

The couple live on Orcas
Island.

Skagit Unitarian Universal-
ist Fellowship is at 500 West
Section Street, Mount Vernon,
behind the post office.

Information: skagituuf.com,
360-419-9014.

‘Genuine Skagit Cooking’ book launch

Celebrate the farm-raised
flavor of the Skagit Valley from
5-7 p.m. Tuesday, May 7, with
the release party of “Genuine
Skagit Cooking.”

Break bread in tribute to the
farmers, food producers, and
residents who have opened their
recipe boxes saluting Skagit’s
agricultural way of life. While
enjoying bites of small plates
featured in the cookbook, guests
will also be first in line to take
the cookbook home.

“Genuine Skagit Cooking,”

from the organization Genuine
Skagit Valley, features over 45
recipes from food producers,
small business owners and
residents from around Skagit
Valley.

Included are recipes for every
meal of the day, all utilizing
some of the distinctive produce
grown in the valley, as well as
profiles about Skagit Valley
farmers and producers.

RSVP by typing “Genuine
Skagit Cooking” at eventbrite.
com.

A&E BRIEFS

Mark your calendars for some
fun activities this coming week.

« Swinomish Yacht Club
Opening Day Boat Parade,
3-4 p.m. Saturday, May 4.
Grab a viewing spot along the
La Conner boardwalk at the
Swinomish Channel for the
“Under the Sea” theme parade
of members’ decorated yachts.

o Salish Sea Early Music
Festival, 7 p.m. Tuesday,
May 7, Fir-Conway Lutheran
Church, 18101 Fir Island
Road. “Renaissance Psalms,
Irish Baroque and Folk:
Three Centuries of Folk
Song” features guitarist Oleg
Timofeyev and flutist Jeffrey
Cohan in a performance of
European and Celtic music
from the Renaissance, Baroque
and Romantic periods.
Suggested donation $20-$30.

 Gather the kids for a visit from
Lucky Diaz, Grammy-winning
musician and Latine author, at
11 a.m. Friday, May 10, at the
La Conner Swinomish Library.
Thanks to Skagit Kids Reads,
he’ll play songs and read from
his books for storytime.

o Shelter Bay Chorus presents
“Remember When: Songs We
Love from Yesterday,” fea-
turing “In the Mood,” “At the
Hop,” “Both Sides Now” and
a slew of Beatles tunes. 7 p.m.
Friday, May 10, and 2 p.m.
Saturday, May 11, at Shelter
Bay Clubhouse, 1000 Shoshone
Drive. Suggested donation $10.

THEATRE

Films in May

Wicked Little Letters
May 10-12
Fri & Sat 7:00 PM - Sun 5:30 PM

The Longest Day
May 18 - 6:00 PM
(FREE for vets & active military)

Yestenday’s Tomornow, Today
A Lincoln Film Series

Logan’s Run - May 21
Soylent Green - May 28

712$. Tst St- Mount Vernon @£ ®
360.336.8955 P

lincolntheatre.org @S

» Come to the Celtic Arts
Foundation for Scottish
country dancing classes. Free
and open to the public. 10
a.m. to noon Saturday, May
11. Littlefield Celtic Center,
1124 Cleveland Ave., Mount
Vernon.

Library celebrates Vi Hilbert,
legendary Lushootseed linguist

By Bill Reynolds

An overflow crowd was on
the same page with author Janet
Yoder at La Conner Swinomish
Library last Friday.

Nearly 50 people attended
Yoder’s one-hour presentation
honoring the legacy of revered
late tribal linguist Vi Hilbert,
who made preservation of the
Lushootseed language and cul-
ture her life’s mission.

“We’re so thrilled with this
turnout,” library director Jean
Markert told the Weekly News
afterward. “It’s pretty incredi-
ble.”

Incredible is also a word often
used to describe Hilbert, whom
Yoder met in 1978 while enrolled
in Hilbert’s Lushootseed class at
the University of Washington.

“She became a living trea-
sure for Washington state and
the United States,” Yoder said
of Hilbert, who passed away in
2008 at age 90 in La Conner.

During her long life, Hilbert
worked variously at Todd
Shipyards as a welder, for The
Boeing Co. and as a restaurateur.

At the Seattle shipyard, Yoder
said the petite Hilbert was valued
for her nimble fingers and fine
motor skills. Those traits made
her much in demand as a welder,
a real-life example of the “Rosie
the Riveter” generation of wom-
en who shouldered industrial
jobs during World War I1.

“Vi always worked,” Yoder,
author of “Where the Language
Lives,” said admiringly.

Yoder drew from 30 years of
friendship and interviews with
Hilbert to develop the book, a
tribute to her mentor’s quest to
preserve Lushootseed — previ-
ously referred to as Puget Sound
Salish — the traditional language
of tribal groups from the Skagit
River south to Squaxin, near
present-day Olympia.

Yoder said that as Hilbert
entered middle age, she received
her calling to preserve and teach

e

May 7 at 7 pm in Conway <

SALISH SEA

EARLY MUSIC FESTIVAL

* Renaissance Psalms, Baroque Irish & Folksong <«
Jeffrey Cohan, ancient flutes & Oleg Timofeyev guitar & lute
Fir-Conway Lutheran Church

www.salishseafestival.org/skagit

——

the Lushootseed tradition in
which she was raised by her
Upper Skagit parents.

According to Yoder, Hilbert
got encouragement from noted
scholar Thom Hess, who earned
his doctorate at the University of
Washington with a dissertation
on the grammatical structure
of the Snohomish dialect of
Lushootseed.

After attending a Lushootseed
class at the UW, Hilbert was
later asked to teach it. That’s
when Yoder arrived for required
non-English language credits for
her degree program.

“My academic advisor had
suggested | take Arabic or
Japanese,” Yoder recalled.

Shortly after meeting
Hilbert, Yoder knew she had
made the right choice. Yoder
was immediately inspired by
Hilbert’s commitment to preserve
Lushootseed.

“l became a volunteer for Vi,”
Yoder said. “She wanted us to
understand her drive to preserve
Lushootseed.”

An only child, Hilbert grew up
listening to her parents speaking
Lushootseed, for which each
sound has a symbol.

“She said that ‘maybe if | had
siblings | wouldn’t have listened
as much,”” Yoder said.

Hilbert’s parents also wanted
her to learn English, said
Yoder. So, she was enrolled at
the Tulalip Boarding School,

Chemawa (Oregon) Indian
School, and Franklin High
School in Portland, Ore..

It was in the late 1960s, Yoder
said, that Hilbert had what she
called her “Lushootseed wake-up
call.”

“Lushootseed nearly disap-
peared and was saved in a large
part by Vi Hilbert’s work,” Yoder
said.

That work hasn’t gone unno-
ticed. Seattle University named
a student residence hall and eth-
nobotanical garden for Hilbert.
The school also awarded her an
honorary doctorate.

“She earned that Ph.D.,” Yoder
said.

Hilbert’s storytelling skills are
featured in a documentary film.

“In her prime,” Yoder said,
“Vi had 40 stories that she could
bring out just like that.”

Hilbert’s lasting local impact is
visible through the instruction of
Lushootseed at La Conner High
School, first by Janie Beasley
and currently by Kyle Bailey,
both Swinomish Indian Tribal
Community members.

Lushootseed stories engage
themes from daily life, Bailey
said. The characters in those
tales don’t necessarily live
happily ever after, said Bailey,
but instead their plights serve as
teachable moments.

“They’re not fairy tales,” he
said. “They’re not anything
you’d get from Disney.”

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer
and homemade treats!

QUINN K. DAY
May 13th, 2 p.m. - 6 p.m.
$10 Cover includes the new
Fanny Alger Vicious Badger CD

19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon
Hours: Tues.-Sun.: 9 to 8 ¢ Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9 * Mon.: 11 to 5
Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill

TICKETS:
$18 - $30 Box Seats
www.mcintyrehall.org

Dr. Yvette Adam Burdick, Conductor
with Vince Fejeran’s Big Band,
and David Schroeder, emcee.

Box Office: (360)416-7727 | www.skagitvalleychorale.org

MCINTYRE HALL
2501 E. College Way
Mount Vernon, WA

Scottish Music Session
May 5, 3pm

Scottish County Dance Class
May 11, 10am

Scotch Tasting Fundraiser
members only! May 11, 4pm

Upcoming Events in Mount Vernon

celticarts.org

Rachel Hair & Ron Jappy
Concert May 12, 3pm

Tony McMmanus Concert
May 15, 7pm

Skagit Valley Highland
Games July 13-14

712S. 1st St. - Mount Vernon, WA
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Preschool

= = = (from page 1)

said. “We really need to
be looking at where we’re
leaving out all of our fami-
lies and children that don’t
have access to care and all
of our providers who can’t
make the business pencil
out.”

Although the report
makes good points about
Washington’s preschool
system, Stokes said, it also
leaves out some important
things. It only looks at
a specific population of
the child care system, she
said and it doesn’t look
at access or funding for
children from birth to three
years old or five years or
older. Looking only at
preschool can leave out a
lot of details and could be
why Washington ranked
so high for spending but
still so low for access, she
added.

Lawmakers have made
record investments into
the child care system in
recent years, but despite
an increase in slots for
families, little has been
done to improve pay and

benefits for providers and
staff. That can leave open
slots at schools that aren’t
fully staffed up.

Dana Christiansen, board
member of the Washington
Childcare Centers Associa-
tion and owner of two cen-
ters in Clark County, said
providers are continuing to
close down because they
don’t have staff or because
it’s become too expensive
to operate them. It was a
problem that has existed
for years but was exacer-
bated by the COVID-19
pandemic.

“Child care just isn’t
available for families right
now,” she said. “Washing-
ton is still in crisis. You
can’t find care and tuition
costs are through the roof.”

Christiansen called on
the Legislature to do more
to support providers, which
she said are overregulated
and underfunded.

Last year, the Washing-
ton Childcare Centers As-
sociation pushed for bills
to give providers more
flexibility to meet state
training and professional
development requirements,
remove licensing fees for
providers and offer benefits

like free child care to pre-
school teachers, but none
of these proposals passed
this session.

Christiansen said they
will continue to push for
these proposals in 2025.

Stokes said Child Care
Aware will also continue to
push lawmakers for more
support for a liveable wage
for providers as well as ac-
cess to benefits like health
care and professional de-
velopment opportunities.

The goal is to have a
universal child care system
where families don’t pay
more than 7% of their
income on child care,
but Stokes said that also
has to come with livable
wages for providers and
those investments could be
expensive.

“We have to figure out
how to get to those two
things: living wages and
benefits for providers and
finding ways to make care
affordable,” she said.

First published April
25, 2024. Copyright
2024 Washington State
Standard. Reprinted with
permission. More at:
washingtonstatestandard.
com.

EV savings
= = » (from page 2)

nance alone will pay for
the Bolt.

It probably would have
taken at least 10 hours a
year to arrange and manage
the Buick’s maintenance.
Also, fueling it took about
10 minutes per fill. Nine
hundred gallons divided
by about 15 gallons per fill
equals another 60 hours, or
30 hours a year. Fueling the
Bolt takes seconds, to plug
it in inside the garage after
parking. We’ve only had to
use public charging stations
twice.

What’s the value of
that? Think of it this way.
A human lifetime is about
700,000 hours. Of that, we

spend a third asleep. Figure
a couple of hours a day for
hygiene and eating, and we
only have about 400,000
hours of time during which
we’re awake and have
options. If we then account
for work or school for 60
years (age 5 to 65, more

or less) at 55 hours a week
(including commuting) for
44 weeks a year (factoring
in long school breaks and
vacations), we only have
255,000 discretionary hours
in a lifetime. Over 10 years,
we’ll get to use 400 of
those hours for something
other than routine car main-
tenance, by owning the Bolt
instead of the Buick.

I still drive a gasoline
Ford locally. It cost $75 to
fill that car up last week.
Last year, | looked at the

possibility of riding an elec-
tric bike around La Conner,
to reduce gasoline and
maintenance costs for my
local mileage. | concluded
that the hill our house is on
doesn’t make any bike a
practical option.

However, the federal re-
bate on EVs has now been
extended to used cars, so |
took advantage of that this
week. We’re now a two-car
electric family, with the ad-
dition of a plug-in hybrid, a
2014 Chevy Volt. For short
distances, it runs on battery
power only. I can charge it
with the charger we already
have for the Bolt. It has a
gas engine, so it’s not quite
the time-saver the Bolt is,
but its trip computer says
it’s averaged 117 mpg so
far. I like the sound of that.

Town Council

= = = (from page 3)

the famous salmon slide
structure at Seattle’s Car-
keek Park.

The La Conner sculpture
was the final creation of
noted late Pacific North-
west fish artist Tom Jay
and has become a local
shoreline landmark.

“I’ll start writing,”
Doyle said of the grant
application. “It’s a project
that’s dear to my heart.”

Hanneman shared that
she and Thomas had
recently met with Shelter
Bay officials. She said
they discussed with them
mutual utility service
topics and the status of
their ongoing talks with the
Swinomish Indian Tribal
Community regarding
renewal of Shelter Bay’s
master lease agreement.

Hanneman also said she
was impressed with a re-
cent tour of Hedlin Farms
on the east edge of town.

“We’re very blessed to
have stewards of the land
like that,” she said of the
pioneer family.

The council approved
some $3,200 in repairs to
the stone stove at Pioneer
Park’s community kitch-
en, which was apparently
damaged by vandals.

“People are trying to

door off the stove.”
Cascade Chimney &
Masonry will do the work
at the historic picnic
shelter, which the Civilian

Conservation Corps built
in the 1930s.

“Let’s hope Rotary can
come up with something,
even half,” Hanneman said.

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

360-336-3496

Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.
1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA

LA CONNER MARINA

Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park

Office: 613 N. 2nd St.,
360-466-3118

www.portofskagit.com

Super Crossword
Answers
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SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 24-4-00189-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

In the Matter of the Estate
of
Lyle R. Wesen, Deceased
The co-personal representa-
tives named below have been
appointed as co-personal rep-
resentatives of this estate. Any
person having claim against
the decedent must, before the
time the claim would be barred
by any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, present
the claim in the manner as
provided in RCW 11.40.070
by serving on or mailing to the
co-personal  representatives
or the co-personal representa-
tives’ attorney at the address
stated below, a copy of the
claim and filing the original
of the claim with the court in
which the probate proceedings
were commenced. The claim
must be presented within the
later of: (1) Thirty days after
the co-personal representa-
tives served or mailed the no-
tice to the creditor as provided
under RCW 11.40.020(1)(c);
or (2) four months after the
date of first publication of the
notice. If the claim is not pre-
sented within this time frame,
the claim is forever barred,
except as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is effec-
tive as to claims against both
the decedent’s probate and

non-probate assets.

Date of first publication:
April 17, 2024

Richard D. Wesen

Co-Personal Representative

Ronald G. Wesen

Co-Personal Representative

SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

MEGAN OTIS MASON-
HOLDER, WSBA #29495

Attorneys for Co-Personal
Representatives

P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway
Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, April 17, 24,
and May 1, 2024.

NOTICE OF INTENT

Skagit County Sewer District
#1 will be filing an application
with the USDA Rural Devel-
opment for financial assistance
in repairing and improving the
sewer collection, retention and
transfer systems of the district.

A public meeting for com-
ments will be held at the next
regular monthly meeting on
May 8, 2024, at 2:00 PM. The
meeting will be at the Hope
Island Beach Club, 16846
Chilberg Ave. #A, La Conner,
WA 98257. Anyone residing
within SCSD #1 is welcome to
attend to comment and discuss
this intended action.

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, April 24 and
May 1, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 24-4-00210-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

In the Matter of the Estate
of
Linda D. Adams, Deceased
The personal representative
named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate. Any person
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the
claim would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim
in the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving
on or mailing to the personal
representative or the personal
representative’s attorney at the
address stated below, a copy of
the claim and filing the original
of the claim with the court in
which the probate proceedings
were commenced. The claim
must be presented within the
later of: (1) Thirty days after
the personal representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s

probate and  non-probate
assets.

Date of first publication:
April 24, 2024

Martyn F. Adams

Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

MEGAN OTIS MASON-

HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys  for  Personal
Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway
Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner
Weekly News on April 24,
May 1, and May 8, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
Estate of CHARLENE
RACHELE HINOJOSA,
Deceased
Probate No. 24-4-002098-29,
Dated: APRIL 17, 2024
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS (RCW
11.40.030)

The personal representa-
tive named below has been
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate. Any
person having a claim against
the decedent must, before the
time the claim would be barred
by any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, present
the claim in the manner as
provided in RCW 11.40.070
by serving on or mailing to
the personal representative or
the personal representative’s
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim
and filing the original of the
claim with the court in which
the probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim must
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after
the personal representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
*RCW 11.40.020(1) (c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and nonprobate assets.

DATE OF FILING COPY
OF NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS with the Clerk of the
Court: April 22, 2024.

DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION: April 24, 2024.

PR: /S/ Jeanne Lovas

c/o Resident Agent William
G. Knudsen

Address of PR: 119 N. Com-
mercial Street, Ste. 1200, Bell-
ingham, WA 98225-4450

Attorney: William G. Knud-
sen WSBA #6064

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, April 24, May
1, and May 8, 2024.

TOWN OF LA CONNER
SUMMARY NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that
the Town Council of the Town
of La Conner, Washington,
passed Ordinance No. 1246
at the April 23, 2024, Town
Council meeting. A summary
of Ordinance No. 1246 is as
follows:

An Ordinance amending the
2024 Budget

Complete copies of Ordi-
nance No. 1246 are available
at La Conner Town Hall, P.O.
Box 400, La Conner, WA
98257

Dated this 24th Day of April,
2024

/sl Maria DeGoede, Town
Clerk

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, May 1, 2024

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE STATE
OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE
COUNTY OF KING
In the Matter of the Estate
of
RICHARD SNYDER,
Deceased.

NO. 24-4-03150-0 SEA
NONPROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

Mark C. \ohr, as President of
OHANA FIDUCIARY COR-
PORATION, the undersigned
Notice Agent, has elected to
give notice to creditors of the
above-named Decedent. As
of the date of the filing of a
copy of this Notice with the
court, the Notice Agent has no
knowledge of any other per-
son acting as Notice Agent or
of the appointment of a Per-
sonal Representative of the
Decedent’s estate in the State
of Washington. According to
the records of the court as are
available on the date of the
filing of this Notice with the

court, a cause number regard-
ing the Decedent has not been
issued to any other Notice
Agent and a Personal Repre-
sentative of the Decedent’s
estate has not been appointed.

Any person having a claim
against the Decedent must, be-
fore the time the claim would
be barred by any otherwise
applicable statute of limita-
tions, present the claim in the
manner as provided in RCW
11.42.070 by serving on or
mailing to the Notice Agent or
the Notice Agent’s attorneys
at the address stated below a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim with
the court. The claim must be
presented within the later of:
(1) 30 days after the Notice
Agent served or mailed the
Notice to the creditor as pro-
vided in RCW 11.42.020(2)
(c); or (2) four months after
the date of first publication
of the Notice. If the claim is
not presented within this time
frame, the claim is forever
barred, except as otherwise
provided in RCW 11.42.050
and RCW 11.42.060. This bar
is effective as to claims against
both the Decedent’s probate
and nonprobate assets.

Date of first publication of
this Notice: May 1, 2024.

The Notice Agent declares
under penalty of perjury under
the laws of the State of Wash-
ington on 4/19/2024 at Seattle,
Washington, that the foregoing
is true and correct.

Mark C. Vohr, President

OHANA FIDUCIARY
CORPORATION

Notice Agent

Attorneys for Notice Agent:
Douglas L. Phillips, WSBA
No. 17278

PHILLIPS ESTATE LAW

Aaron D. Phillips, WSBA
No. 46691

PHILLIPS ESTATE LAW

Address for Mailing or
Service:

Douglas L. Phillips, Esq.

PHILLIPS ESTATE LAW

170 120th Ave NE Suite
E204

Bellevue, Washington 98005

Court of Notice Agent’s Dec-
laration: King County Superi-
or Court

Oath and cause number:
Cause No. 24-4-03150-0 SEA

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, May 1, 8, and
15, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON
FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
Estate of
BARBARA JOYCE
SUTHERLAND,
Deceased.

NO. 24-4-00218-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
The above Court has appoint-
ed me as Personal Representa-
tive of the Decedent’s estate.
Any person having a claim
against the Decedent must
present the claim: (a) Before
the time when the claim would
be barred by any applicable
statute of limitations, and (b)
In the manner provided in
RCW 11.40.070: (i) By filing
the original of the claim with
the foregoing Court, and (ii)
By serving on or mailing to me
at the address below a copy of
the claim. The claim must be
presented by the later of: (a)
Thirty (30) days after | served
or mailed this Notice as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c), or (b) Four (4) months af-
ter the date of first publication
of this Notice. If the claim
is not presented within this
time period, the claim will be
forever barred except as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is effec-
tive for claims against both
the Decedent’s probate and

non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication of
this Notice: May 1, 2024
/sl

Sindi Rae Moe,
Representative

c/o Jayne Marsh Gilbert,
WSBA #24656
Attorney  for
Representative
314 Pine Street, Suite 211
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner
Weekly News on May 1, 8,
and 15, 2024.

Personal

Personal

See our new online puzzle page
laconnerweeklynews.com/puzzies

Love
Puzzles!
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By Patricia Agiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor

Asparagus casserole

Use thin asparagus. After baking, the thick,
cheesy roux stayed atop the asparagus. | mixed
it up a bit for the photo. The baked cheesy roux
was delicious on top of potatoes, also served

with our meal.

Ingredients

» Asparagus, 1 pound
* Bultter, 3 table-

spoons

* Flour, 2 heaping

tablespoons

» Half-and-half, 1 cup

e Parmesan cheese,
1/2 to 2/3 cup grated

Preparation

Rinse asparagus
and remove woody
end of the stem. Snap
each spear in half.
Smear butter on bot-
tom and side of a cas-
serole dish. Place the
asparagus in the but-
tered casserole dish.
In a small saucepan,
melt the butter over
medium-high heat.

As it melts, sprinkle
the flour in and whisk
briskly as it will thicken

quickly. Add the half-
and-half in and briskly
whisk. This will take a
few minutes to create
a creamy consistency.
When thick, add in the
Parmesan. Continue
to whisk. Turn off the
heat. It will be a thick
smooth paste. Scoop
over the asparagus.
Cover the casserole.
Bake 20 minutes in a
preheated 400-degree
oven. Remove lid

and bake another 5
minutes.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT

Want to get more eyes on your
event before the next Weekly
News hits the street? Go to
laconnerweeklynews.com/page/
community-events-calendar/105
and submit your event!

NOT TO BE MISSED

Swinomish Yacht Club
Opening Day Boat Parade, 3-4
p.m. Saturday, May 4. Grab a
viewing spot along the La Conner
boardwalk at the Swinomish
Channel for the “Under The Sea”
theme parade of club members’
decorated yachts.

Salish Sea Early Music
Festival, 7 p.m. Tuesday, May
7, Fir-Conway Lutheran Church,
18101 Fir Island Road. “Renais-
sance Psalms, Irish Baroque and
Folk: Three Centuries of Folk
Song” features guitarist Oleg
Timofeyev and flutist Jeffrey
Cohan in a performance of
European and Celtic music from
the Renaissance, Baroque and
Romantic periods. Suggested
donation $20 to $30.

Shelter Bay Chorus presents
Remember When, Songs We
Love from Yesterday, featuring
“In the Mood,” “At the Hop,”
“Both Sides Now” and a slew of
Beatles tunes. 7 p.m. Friday, May
10, and 2 p.m. Saturday, May

11, at Shelter Bay Clubhouse,
1000 Shoshone Drive.Suggested

donation $10.

Come to the Celtic Arts Foun-
dation for Scottish country
dancing classes! Free and
open to the public. 10 a.m. to
noon Saturday, May 11. Littlefield
Celtic Center, 1124 Cleveland
Ave., Mount Vernon.

LIBRARIES

La Conner Swinomish Library.

520 Morris St., La Conner. 360-

466-3352. www.Iclib.lib.wa.us.

Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-

Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.

« Storytime for Children. 11 a.m.
every Friday.

+ Tech Help. 3-5 p.m. every
Monday.

* Dungeons & Dragons Club.
3-5 p.m. every Tuesday. No
experience necessary.

Mount Vernon Public Library.

315 Snoqualmie St., Mount

Vernon. 360-336-6209, mount-

Vernonwa.gov.

¢ Seedling Storytime: 10:30 a.m.
Tuesdays. For young ones
who may be shy.

+ Board Games: 1-5:30 p.m.
Tuesdays. Classic board
games for a variety of ages.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220

10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-

8067, CityofAnacortes.org.

+ Family Storytime: 10-11:30
a.m. Fridays. For ages birth to
5, siblings welcome.
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+ LEGO at the Library: 3:30-5:30
p.m. Mondays. LEGO bricks
provided.

Burlington Public Library. 820
E. Washington Ave., Burlington.
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library.

+ Bilingual Storytime: 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Saturdays. For
ages 6 and under and their
caregivers. Enjoy stories and
songs in English and Spanish.

MUSEUMS

Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber
Arts Museum. 703 S. Second
St., La Conner.11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Wednesday through Sunday.
gfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288.
Current and upcoming exhibits:

+ Stone Portraits and Sacred
Stonescapes: Artwork by De-
nise Labadie, through May 5.

A Quilted Earth, Marie
O'Kelley, through June 2.

+ New Meditation: Silks & Weav-
ings from Melissa Scherrer
Paré and Audrey Ducas,
through July 7.

+ Word Quilts, Janine Holzman.
May 8 through July 28.

Skagit County Historical
Museum. 360-466-3365 or
skagitcounty.net/museum. Hours
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday-Sunday.
Current exhibits:

+ Signs, Signs, Everywhere
Signs: The Art of Bob
Mortenson features the life
and work of local sign maker,
graphic artist and painter Bob
Mortenson of Mortenson Signs
of Mount Vernon. His signs are
all over the county. Through
Sept. 29.

Museum of Northwest Art. 10
a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday through

Saturday, noon-5 p.m. Sunday
and Monday. monamuseum.org,
360-466-4446. Current exhibits
through May 12:

+ Silva Cascadia: Under the
Spell of the Forest features
2- and 3-dimensional works by
Northwest women artists.

¢ At the Seam: The exhibition
asks to look not only at the
individual works but also at the
“seams,” where works repre-
senting different artistic trends
and cultural identities come in
touch with each other.

+ My Roots: Honoring the Cul-
tural Identity of Skagit Valley’s
Under-Resourced Children:
Outside In Gallery.

MEETINGS

Skagit Men’s Garden Club. Not
just for men, everyone welcome.
Meets 6-8 p.m. first Thursdays
monthly at Christianson’s Nurs-
ery, 15806 Best Road, Mount
Vernon. SMGC promotes interest
in recreational gardening through
lectures and social gatherings.

Skagit Conservation District.
Special board meeting at 7:15
a.m. Wednesday, May 8, at

2021 E. College Way, Suite 205,
Mount Vernon. Regular board
meeting at 7:30 a.m. every fourth
Wednesday. 360-428-4313.

Skagit Cemetery District 1.
Regular meetings at 5:30 p.m.
every second Monday, at Lori
Buher’s home, 17604 Valentine
Road, Mount Vernon.

Town of La Conner Council
Meeting, 6 p.m. Tuesday, May
14, at Upper Maple Center. For
current agenda, go to www.town-
oflaconner.org. Click “Notify Me”
to get current town information.

CLASSIFIEDS

To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third),
call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS

CLEANING SERVICES
OFFERED: Home or office.
Estimates provided. Good quality
work. Reasonable rates. Call for
estimate. References available.
360-202-1288.

DOWNTOWN LA CONNER,
COMMERCIAL OFFICE SPACE
FOR LEASE. 125 E. Washington
St., Suite B. 240 square feet,
shared restroom, tenant parking
lot. $525 per month. One-year
minimum agreement, includes
water, sewer, gas, electricity,
grounds maintenance, property
taxes, building insurance, limited
trash removal. Call 360-466-4446
ext. 103

BRING SOMEONE YOU KNOW
ANICE FLOWERING PLANT!
Lots of color at LaFountain’s
Plants & Flowers, located behind
the Post Office. Questions? Call
360-708-2022.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of
write off for your taxes. Running
or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE

with a $325 classified listing or
$1600 for a display ad. Call this
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for
details.

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent
study shows that a majority of
people struggle to pay for health
coverage. Let us show you how
much you can save. Call Now for
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP
code to reach the right provider.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE
Quote. Call now before the next
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-888-360-1582.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 6

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

1 4 3
7 1 5
6 8 7
7|2 8
8 9 2
3 6|4
8 5 1
219 5
4 7 9

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

€ Moderate @@ Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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POLICE BLOTTER

SKAGIT COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

Sunday, April 21

3:02 p.m.: Old hearts still hope -
Elderly female had met someone online
and started a “romantic” relationship.
She has sent the subject $800 over the
past few months and wants to believe
it's a real relationship. She only called
because friends were concerned that he
could show up and may be dangerous.
This is a common Facebook scam and
there is little concern of the subject
showing up. La Conner-Whitney Road,
greater La Conner.

Monday, April 22

2:55 p.m.: Caller in distress — Caller
reported two dogs locked in a car that
seemed to be in distress. The owners
arrived before law and left the area with
the dogs and the car. Bradshaw Road,
greater La Conner.

Wednesday, April 24

12:25 a.m.: Was justice served? — A
deputy made a traffic stop on a vehicle
and found the driver to have multiple
warrants for his arrest. The driver was
taken into custody and transported to the
jail. La Conner-Whitney Road, greater
La Conner.

2024 | CAA PRESENTS the 25th ANNUAL

STUDIO TOUR

3:23 a.m.: Early morning bounty - A
deputy made a stop on a vehicle for
speeding and found the driver did not
have a license, was required to have
ignition interlock and had warrants for his
arrest. The driver was taken into custody
and transported to the jail on multiple of-
fenses. La Conner-Whitney and McLean
Roads, greater La Conner.

11:19 a.m.: Hearing not in tune — Caller
reported hearing animals in distress.

A deputy checked the area and found
some dogs but they appeared fine. No
other issues located. Best Road, greater
La Conner.

Thursday, April 25

1:25 p.m.: Way late call - Caller
reported loose dogs running in the road
but also said the information was a day
old. No response from law. Best Road,
greater La Conner.

Friday, April 26

10:29 p.m. Hit and ran — Caller is an
employee of the tavern and advised

that someone had run into her car while
she was working. They are working on
reviewing the video to see if a suspect
can be located. Allen West Road, greater
Edison.

By Betty Dorotik

Mother’s Day Weekend

MAY 10-11-12

10am - 5pm

Encore Weekend

MAY 18-19

10am - 5pm

camanostudiotour.com

Celebrate Mom...

With Gifts from Burton Jewelers

Burton Exclusive Heart Pendant
Created In House, Comes in
All Colors of Gold and
Gem of Choice

14 Kt. White Gold Flower
Pendant with Diamonds
on an 18" Chain

14 Kt. Yellow Gold Earrings
with 1 Carat in Diamonds

(also available in white gold,
and 2 & 3 carats sizes)

Join us for the Art Walk on Friday, May 3 from
5:30 to 7 PM. Refreshments and nibbles will be served
for this event. Hope to see you.

New Art Show “Forest Reflections”

Debut of Michael Painter, photographer
Images of Little Cranberry Lake

BURTON

JEWELERS SINCE

1930

Hours 10:30am - 5:00pm, Tuesday - Saturday

We encourage you to work with us by appointment for custom design, complex jewelry repairs,
appraisal questions or personalized shopping experiences.

7th & Commercial in Anacortes Washington
burtonjewelers.com « 888-293-6469 « info@burtonjewelers.com

REGISTERED JEWELER <#» AMERICAN GEM SOCIETY
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EMERGENCY PARKING — When the Skagit River has threatened to top its banks and flood farm fields as in
recent years, the Rexville Grange is ready to help farmers keep their expensive machinery safe. The Rexville

Grange fed and housed 300 people displaced in 1990 by Fir Island flooding.

— Weekly News file photo

Rexville Grange needs members
to hasten much-needed repairs

By Anne Basye

After almost a century of
hosting potlucks, weddings and
receptions, rummage sales, art
shows, dances, memorial services,
service projects, polling sites and
parties, the Rexville Grange #815
on Summers Drive is showing its
age.

Water seeps into the below-
grade Kitchen whenever it rains
on Strawberry Hill. “That has
caused a lot of rot in the lower
cabinets, and damaged the water
heater,” says Cathy Savage,
Grange president. With a kitchen
unsuitable for cooking or catering,
hosting indoor community events
is next to impossible.

Installing a French drain on the
north side would stem the seep-
age, but the Grange doesn’t have
the funds to excavate and buy the
gravel needed to put the pipes in
place — much less replace cab-
inets and countertops and fix the

water heater.

All these tasks would be pos-
sible if the Grange enrolls more
members “and makes the list,”
Savage says.

The list, that is, of Washington
Granges that receive funds from
the “Local Projects” section of
the state’s annual Supplemental
Capital Budget.

In 2024, 12 Granges from legis-
lative districts all over the state re-
ceived a total of $973,000 to pay
for electrical, plumbing, drainage,
heating and HVAC, and roof re-
pair, remediation or replacement
and to address water issues.

To qualify, the Rexville
Grange must convince the
Washington State Grange that
it merits funding. From the
many Granges seeking support,
the state organization creates a
targeted list, invites local state
representatives to visit those
Granges, and lobbies Olympia for
the funds.

STAY HEALTHY! SAVE MONEY! GROW YOUR OWN VEGGIES!

FREE DELIVERY = ON FULL LOADS = TO MOST AREAS

Colebnating Oun 50th Year in 2024

Bark ¢ Topsoil « Compost « Mulch ¢ Sawdust ¢ Shavings °
Cedar Chips * Hogged Fuel « Sand « Gravel « Rock  Recycle Services
Delivery Large & Small

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm, Sat, 8am-4pm

360-293-7188

12469 RESERVATION ROAD,ANACORTES
WWW.SUNLANDTOPSOIL.COM

LIC# SUNLABTO88PL

Two key features are in the
Rexville Grange’s favor. First, it
is one of the state’s largest Grange
buildings, because in 1946 its
membership “raised the roof” by
lifting the main hall up onto a
new ground floor. It continues to
foster community by partnering
with local artists and craftspeople
on the annual Rexville Grange
Art Show and with Shakespeare
Northwest to host outdoor
summer performances in the
adjoining quarry.

Second, it is an official Red
Cross shelter. During the 1990
Fir Island flood, when the kitchen
was in better shape, the Grange
fed and housed 300 displaced
people. Farmers can park farm
machinery on the grounds any-
time a flood threatens. Investing
in the Grange, believes Savage, is
a key way to prepare for a Skagit
River flood event.

On the downside, Rexville has
fewer than 50 members — but
this negative can easily remedied.
Membership is just $44 a year,
and “gives you the warm heart
you get knowing you’re support-
ing farmers,” says Savage.

One of five Granges left in
Skagit County, the Rexville
Grange is part of the country’s
oldest agricultural advocacy
group. Advocating on behalf
of farmers, the national Grange
helped pass “Granger Laws”
to regulate rates charged by
railroads, supported rural free
mail delivery, and opposed
monopolies that fixed grain and
livestock prices at a disadvantage
to farmers.

360-466-9277

Journey as you were meant to, aboard an
American Tug. Each semi-custom vessel is
crafted to meet the specific needs of our
discerning owners. Let yours take you
where you most want to go.

We’re Hiring!

» www.americantugs.com

800 Pearl Jensen Way, La Conner

www.nwff.com
“Where Finding the Unusual is the Norm”

= Desks

= Lamps

= Garden Art

* Wooden Toys

= Stylish Sofas and Loveseats
= Collectible Wooden Bowls

= PNW-Themed Gifts
= End Tables & More!

Stop by our showroom today!
PLUS we have some accent tables that just might make you smile!

Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30 ¢ 360-424-8455

www.NWFF.com
919 Riverside Dr. Mount Vernon

SENIOR CENTER at MAPLE HALL
Tuesdays 9-3
Activities:

Fitness Class, Woodcarving Group,
Creative Writing, Games & Crdfts,
Art Circle, Special Events & More!

Full Schedule:
Town of La Conner
website
Or call/email
360-855-5440
seniorcenter@
townoflaconner.org

g.*o——ol

Sale 50% Off!
Women'’s Clothing

Tops, Jeans, Pants,
Skirts, Coats,
Fitness, Dresses
(Excludes Designer Wear)

New arrivals weekly!
Photos posted Thursdays
on our Facehook page ﬁ
Proceeds from our
non-profit shop benefit
our community.

Donations accepted Monday
1pm - 3pm
Open
Fri - Sat - Sun
1lam - 5pm
39 & Morris, La Conner

Get a thrill from a thrift!
7[0«0.—0&
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