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By Kurt Batdorf

The state’s top educators 
want to learn why some Native 
American students struggle with 
literacy more than their peers, so 
they’re traveling the state to hear 
from families.

The Swinomish Indian Tribal 
Community gym was the second 
stop for Henry Strom, execu-
tive director of the Office of 
Native Education for the Office 
of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, and his staff. They 
came from an information-
gathering session in Yakima. 

Next, they’ll talk to Native 
educators in Suquamish.

About 50 Swinomish parents, 
children, tribal elders and La 
Conner School District leaders 
came to Native Family Literacy 
Night May 23 to offer sugges-
tions over frybread and chili, get 
free books and play Lushootseed 
bingo.

“We have a legislative proviso 
to look at literacy of Native kids 
and provide technical support to 
schools,” Strom said. “We hope 
to get feedback from parents and 
kids, what works, what barriers 
they face. We know Natives are 

challenged with literacy, but we 
think it’s (an education) system 
issue, not just a Native issue.”

OSPI offered a table of chil-
dren’s books. Jennifer Peters 
from Swinomish Behavioral 
Health and La Conner Middle 
School/High School prevention 
specialist Christine Valdez spoke 
about the importance of early 
childhood literacy. Research 
shows that third grade is a 
critical time for young readers’ 
comprehension and development 
of a lifelong interest in reading.

(continued on page 6)

State leaders hear Swinomish Tribe 
thoughts on literacy and education

By Bill Reynolds

Being prepared is no longer exclusively a Boy 
Scout thing.

It works for senior citizens as well.
That’s why the Swinomish Senior Center was the 

site of a three-hour community disaster prepared-
ness training program last Friday.

Tribal Community Emergency Management 
Coordinator Brian Geer and Swinomish EMC 
specialist Keri Cleary led the interactive session, 
which focused on how to prepare for a wide range 
of disaster scenarios.

“A disaster is anything that overwhelms your 
immediate resources,” Geer said.

By definition, then, Western Washington disaster 
threats include but are not limited to earthquakes, 
tsunamis, volcanos, wildland fires, flooding, tidal 
surges, windstorms, rockslides and power outages.

Geer and Cleary encouraged those attending the 
training to begin creating emergency kits filled with 
items that can help sustain them during extended 
shelter-in-place or evacuation situations.

“There are some good, pre-packaged kits, but we 
encourage you to build your own kit,” Geer said. 
“All you need is a backpack that you can easily 
carry on your back.” 

Geer said the American Red Cross is an excellent 
source for emergency kit items like flashlights, 
batteries, non-perishable food, packaged or bottled 
water, and first aid materials. If space permits, he 
added, one might consider including a favorite 
book or deck of cards. Local maps merit serious 
consideration as well.

“Our goal is to help you build your kits as best 

Tribal senior center 
hosts training for 
disaster preparation

Town seeks 
a south end 
master plan

By Bill Reynolds

Busy lives paused Monday as local 
residents took time to reflect on the 
past during annual Memorial Day 
services at two area cemeteries. 

Somber holiday programs drew 
large turnouts to the Pleasant Ridge 
and Swinomish Indian Tribal 
Community cemeteries despite cloudy 
and chilly conditions. 

Rev. Don Robinson and Anne Basye 
keynoted the one-hour gathering at 
Pleasant Ridge, site of the oldest cem-
etery in Skagit County and where the 
accomplishments and sacrifices of vet-
erans, pioneers and Native Americans 
were recognized. 

Tribal Senator Brian Porter served 
as master of ceremonies at the 
multi-denominational Swinomish ser-
vice, which paid tribute to the commu-
nity’s living and deceased veterans. 

Robinson, who is filling a vacan-
cy on the Pleasant Ridge Cemetery 
District Board of Commissioners, 
spoke of “stones of remembrance and 
living stones.” He did so while also 
focusing on Abraham Lincoln’s famed 
appeal to “the better angels of our na-
ture” as the nation in early 1861 faced 
a pending civil war. 

“Military personnel are often called 
to be peacemakers,” said Robinson. 
“Each one of us bears responsibility to 
be a peacemaker – to respond to divi-

sion and conflict with civility, compas-
sion and care in the spirit of ‘angels of 
a better nature.’” 

Robinson noted how gravestones 
serve as memorial markers, each hav-
ing a story to tell. 

“When I look to the north,” said 
Robinson, who stood facing the audi-
ence with the cemetery at his back, “I 
see stones of remembrance marking 
the lives of those persons no longer 
with us. We have stones to help us 
remember.” 

Robinson expressed gratitude for 
the contributions of fallen veterans, 
deceased pioneers and the area’s na-
tive peoples, whom, he reminded the 
gathering, gave up often at great cost 
room for immigrants to settle here. 

Robinson likened his audience to 
living stones able to convert Lincoln’s 
plea to positive action. 

“Today,” Robinson said, “we look 
to those who have gone before us as 
stones of remembrance. We remember 
their sacrifice and service. We also 
look to ourselves as living stones who, 
in Lincoln’s words, strive on to finish 
the work we are in, to bind up wounds, 
to care to do all which may achieve 
and cherish a just and lasting peace 
among ourselves and with all nations.” 

In addition to stones of remem-
brance, Robinson said Pleasant Ridge 
Cemetery on Monday bore flags 
marking the known graves of military 

veterans from the Spanish-American 
War, World Wars I and II, the Korean 
War, the Vietnam War and wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

Basye shared with the Pleasant 
Ridge assembly a Decoration Day 
essay written by her then-teenaged 
grandfather, and a Remembrance Day 
poem penned by late centenarian Joyce 
Johnson, who died in February. 

The composition by Basye’s 
grandfather offered a critique of early 
Decoration Day (the original name for 
Memorial Day) speakers at Pleasant 
Ridge. He expressed a preference for 
keynoters who used the active and 
concise style embraced by Lincoln 
as opposed to the florid language and 
wordy approach of the future presi-
dent’s frequent 1850s debate oppo-
nent, Stephen Douglas. 

At Swinomish, former tribal chair 
Brian Cladoosby referred to the high 
percentage of Native Americans who 
have enlisted across generations for 
military service. 

“Our men and women,” he said, 
“have always stepped forward.” 

Cladoosby recalled how as a youth 
he witnessed the importance placed 
upon Memorial Day by that era’s 
Swinomish leadership. 

“Memorial Day,” he said, “has 
always been a day for coming together 

A TIME-HONORED TRADITION, CONTINUED — La Conner High School senior Sammy Williams concluded the Pleasant 
Ridge Cemetery Memorial Day service by playing taps. This was the fourth year in a row that Williams has played. Members 
of Scouts of America Troop 4001 are in the background. They began the ceremony with the raising of the American flag.

— Photo by Madoc Hiller

La Conner residents recall  
history at Memorial Day services

DECISIONS, DECISIONS — Olivia and Brooklyn Bailey select free 
books from three tables stacked with options at Native Family Literacy 
Night at the Swinomish gym on May 23. � — Photo by Kurt Batdorf

By Ken Stern

The Town of La Conner seeks consultants to 
create a master plan, the first step for development 
of the 3-acre industrial area west and south of its 
S. Third Street parking lot below the town hall to 
Caledonia Street. 

It posted a request for qualifications May 22, 
with a June 18 submittal deadline. The RFQ time-
line lists town council review and approval for July 
23 and signing the contract July 25, eight weeks 
from now. The plan completion deadline is Dec. 
31, 2024.

Funding is from a $30,000 state of Washington 
Community Development Block Grant awarded in 
2022 and $20,000 in town funds.

The RFQ is ambitious, aiming to: “involve the 
public in a robust community planning and design 
process, establish a vision for a diverse community, 
identify projects and policies which will stabilize 
nearby single-family neighborhoods, improve 
existing multi-family housing and identify oppor-
tunities for inclusionary growth, reduce land use 
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Opinion
From the editor — 

For no future soldier deaths

– Ken Stern

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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A citizen’s view —

Affordable homes aid communities, families
By Felicia Minto

Home Trust of Skagit is a com-
munity land trust that serves all 
of Skagit County. Currently, we 
are serving 28 homeowners and 
18 renters. Home Trust of Skagit 
offers affordable homes now and 
preserves that affordability for 
future homebuyers. Our goal is 
to have homes in neighborhoods 
and communities throughout 
Skagit County (preferably near 
community transit routes) and to 
provide opportunities for both 
homeownership and affordable 
rentals. With a healthy mix of 
housing types and home sizes 
available, we strive to serve 
those earning up to 80% of the 
area median income. 

Long-term affordability is im-
portant for workforce retention in 
our local communities. If a fam-

ily cannot afford to live where 
they work, they will commute. 
This destabilizes the economic 
growth of the local community. 
More opportunities for long-term 
affordable housing stabilizes the 
local workforce and communities 
we serve. Home Trust of Skagit 
helps to fill this gap.

Programs through Home Trust 
of Skagit help provide home-
ownership to individuals and 
families with limited income 
(once an impossible dream to 
many). Homeowners build equity 
in their homes, an investment in 
their future and building wealth 
is the long-term result. Home-
ownership promotes healthy 
families and involvement in the 
community in which they perma-
nently reside.

Affordable housing allows 
people to live where they work, 

which enriches local economy. 
Home Trust of Skagit protects 
limited-income residents from 
displacement in their communi-
ties (in many cases for over 30 
years). Communities make the 
most of the land while preserving 
green space. Through providing 
long-term affordable homeown-
ership in Skagit County, Home 
Trust of Skagit is instrumental 
in providing safe and stable 
communities. 

Home Trust of Skagit is a 
501c3 nonprofit, and operates 
on grant funding and individual 
donations. If you would like to 
donate funds or property to our 
organization, please contact our 
executive director, Felicia Minto, 
at 360-428-0014.

Minto became executive direc-
tor in November 2023.

By Greg Whiting

Wind energy – both on land 
and offshore – has been falling 
in cost almost as dramatically as 
solar power. It’s down well over 
90% since 2000.

The relevant technologies are 
still improving. Furthermore, 
wind has some advantages over 
other forms of electricity gener-
ation, including other renewable 
generation systems. For instance, 
wind generators can be installed 
in far more places than hydro-
electric or geothermal generation 
plants, both of which require 
very specific geology. 

On average, a well-sited wind 
turbine will produce about twice 

the amount of energy over a 
year as a photovoltaic solar 
installation of similar nameplate 
capacity. Wind power is also 
more consistent than solar power. 
Wind produces more energy at 
night than during the day, which 
makes it an excellent comple-
ment to solar systems. 

Given price trends for solar, 
wind and energy storage systems, 
the combination of solar and 

wind on the same site, with stor-
age anywhere on a nearby grid, 
may become the most cost-effec-
tive generation system for new 
large-scale electricity within the 
next 10 years.

Although the airspace a wind 
turbine requires to capture that 
energy is about seven times the 
amount of space required for 
solar, the wind turbine’s support 
post takes very little space on the 
ground itself. Therefore, it’s pos-
sible to install wind turbines with 
less impairment of other surface 
uses than ground-mounted solar.

The area that a wind turbine 
requires to generate 1 megawatt-

Wind offers potential to fill our energy needs
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Rexville Grange 
thanks for support

The Rexville Grange is so 
grateful for the many inquiries 
and requests to help support or 
join our local Grange hall. Our 
thanks to Anne Basye, Ken Stern 
and the La Conner Weekly News 
for highlighting the history of 
this unique community hall and 
explaining some of our current 
concerns (Weekly News May 1 
and 8). 

We are so pleased to hear from 
many of our neighbors and new 
friends willing to help us grow 
into a bright future. Reach us at 
rexville815@gmail.com. 

Thank you.
Rexville Grange board 

president
Greater La Conner 

World Court finds 
against Monsanto

Thank you, Maggie, for your 
letter addressing concerns about 
Glyphosate / Roundup and the 
considerable and the enormous 
dangers to our environment. I 
would like to support that with 
some additional information.

In 2016, Monsanto was taken 
to the World Court in the Hague 
and found guilty of health 
crimes against humanity and 
the environment, among other 
things. The suit was brought 
by over 1,000 international 

organizations including the 
Organic Consumers Association; 
Greenpeace; Buddhist Tribunal 
on Human Rights; Ecoworld of 
Scandinavia; Partners for the 
Land & Agricultural Needs of 
Traditional Peoples; Network 
for Human Rights, Equality & 
Justice; World Permaculture 
Association; Asia Pacific 
Research Network; Earthlaw 
Alliance; Women’s Alliance 
for Peace; Freedom US / Earth 
Democracy Group; Rights of 
Nature Europe; Friends of the 
Earth to name a few.

A complete list of international 
supporters is available at Mon-
santo-tribunal.com Additional 
information can be found via 
Google and Facebook. Search 
“Monsanto tribunal.”

Dorothy Bird
La Conner

Memorial Day this year was cool and gray. That did not prevent 
people from gathering with family and friends. Outside picnics might 
have been few, but lots of folks celebrated, boating, home barbecu-
ing and going out in the many ways we do on holidays. The U.S. 
Transportation Security Administration reported record numbers of 
passengers at the nations’ airports. 

In greater La Conner scores of people attended services at Pleasant 
Ridge Cemetery and the Swinomish Cemetery to honor departed 
military, pioneer and family members. That is how locals recognize 
“these honored dead,” as Abraham Lincoln did at the Gettysburg 
battlefield in 1863.

“We here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in 
vain,” he said.

For 176 years, from the U.S. Invasion of Mexico in 1848 to current 
engagements in Iraq, Syria, the Middle East, throughout Asia, Africa 
and Europe, our government has sent – historically – young men 
into harm’s way. In every case, some returned in body bags, now, in 
coffins in prior generations. 

Our weapons of war, increasingly accurate, powerful and techno-
logically advanced, are ever more lethal, so we kill many foreigners. 
Inevitably some of our soldiers die or are wounded, physically. The 
mental, emotional and social wounds are invisible to the eye but are 
often deeper and too often lasting lifelong. 

War destroys all who encounter it, on both sides of the battlefield, 
on both sides of the gun or whatever weapon is pointed at the enemy. 

War. The military fights wars. Our government conducts wars: 
plans them, decides to start them, executes them and has us, the 
nation’s citizens, fund them, both in the present moment and through 
payments on the national debt, which is largely accrued from our past 
military engagement in this and the 20th century.

War. When you are the most powerful nation on earth, you most-
ly start them, or provoke them or respond and go in to punish the 
offender and teach them a lesson. Israel calls its military the Israeli 
Defense Force, but we are seeing the lie every day, as one of the most 
advanced war machines on the planet attacks – offensively – with jets 
and tanks and sophisticated military intelligence, much of all of this 
supplied by the United States or acting in coordination with U.S. staff. 

War. Until 1947, our government was more honest and transparent. 
The military was run by the Department of War. That was the name 
for it when it was established by the first Congress in the first year of 
George Washington’s presidency in 1789 for the actions our govern-
ment pursued. 

But the 20th century was also the age of marketing, so the spin – a 
later marketing term – was to change the name to the Department of 
Defense. Why? Our enemies are all around us and the peace-loving 
American government is focused exclusively on defending itself. 
That must be it.

“War.” The 1970 rock song made famous by Edwin Starr were true 
words sung: “War. What is it good for? Absolutely nothing.” 

If our honored dead could speak, what words they say – and sing? 
Which side would they be on?

Which side of the grave would we rather have them be on?

A past Musings — still on this editor’s mind
Memorial Day was May 29th this year. That is 

John F. Kennedy’s birthday. I know that because 
it is also my mother’s birthday, Mary Madeline 
Nemunis Stern. My mother was born in 1920. She 
would have been 103.

I believe my mother hated war. She never told 
me that. Nor did she ever take her five children to 
a demonstration against the Vietnam War or go on 
her own. She did tell me this story once, that in 
1964 my parents were at some work-related social 
function of my dad’s, of course, for few women 
worked outside the home then. He worked for the 
UAW, the United Auto Workers, as the editor of 
a weekly labor newspaper. He and his peers were 
ardent Democrats fully in support of President 
Lyndon Johnson. Asked in casual conversation 
about the Vietnam war, she spoke against it, being 
against war, as most mothers are. My dad shushed 
her, for she was bucking the party line, ahead of her 
time as she was in opposing that war.

Memorial Day cemetery services are about our 
honored dead, as Lincoln said at Gettysburg. The 
annual Memorial Day Pleasant Ridge Cemetery 
service is a tradition and ritualistic. At its center is a 
flag folding ceremony by the Marine Corps League 
Skagit Valley, which includes a narrative spinning 
out a story of the American flag from before Betsy 
Ross stitched hers through Valley Forge and our 
nation’s wars from the halls of Montezuma to the 
shores of Tripoli and all the way to New York’s 
World Trade Center towers and Afghanistan.

But this recounting skipped – missed, indeed 
avoided – the very reason Americans gather at 
cemeteries – our Civil War. This listing of battle 
heroics went from the 1846 Mexican war to San 
Juan Hill in Cuba in 1898.

The PBS TV website shares this: “Originally 
called Decoration Day, from the early tradition of 
decorating graves with flowers, wreaths and flags, 
Memorial Day is a day for remembrance of those 
who have died in service to our country. It was first 
widely observed on May 30, 1868, to commemo-
rate the sacrifices of Civil War soldiers, by procla-
mation of Gen. John A. Logan of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, an organization of former Union 
sailors and soldiers.”

The lyrical recounting at Pleasant Ridge omitting 
leaving the Union and the shelling of Fort Sumter 
in 1861 was not missing a minor blip in our history. 

A listing of Civil War battlefields rolls off 

the tongue readily, from Bull Run – twice – to 
Appomattox. From 1861 to 1865 the landscape 
ran red with the blood of fallen Americans. That is 
what we all were, and are, though half of us turned 
their backs and their guns on the rest of us. We can 
avoid those facts but there is no getting around 
those dates with destiny.

All Americans need to face the fact that a 
segment of our patriotic military veterans are as 
loyal and fervent in their reverence of the southern 
confederacy and its stars and bars battle flag as they 
are to the U.S. flag. Especially now, two years after 
the Confederate battle flag was brought into the 
U.S. Capitol for the first time in the spirit of that 
rebellion against our elected government, it needs 
to be called out.

The Civil War was not a minor dispute between 
family members. Southern politicians decided to go 
to war against the United States in order to main-
tain slavery.

To honor American war dead from the Civil War 
is why people first gathered at cemeteries in 1868.

As a society we are torn, not because a sizable 
faction believe the South’s cause was noble but be-
cause all of us have never forthrightly sat with, held 
and discussed together and entirely embraced the 
complete truth of the centuries of our slave-holding 
past. 

Glorifying war seems noble and patriotic. Ex-
amining with our fathers, sons, family and friends 
who we really are and what we really did to each 
other for hundreds of years – through this present 
moment – is much more difficult.

Some Catholic nuns have long insisted, “If you 
want peace work for justice.” This country will 
never be whole until more of us have the courage 
to reach for justice. Our nation’s military veterans 
have had many difficult and arduous assignments. 
This is the most difficult campaign that they – and 
all of us – have to tackle.

Only the complete, unvarnished, difficult truth 
will ever set all of us free. 

May 29 is also Ethan and Sydney’s birthdays, 
children of my friends Lisa and Dick. This year 
the twins turned 22. May their work and their lives 
result in a world without war, where no one dies a 
military-related death and no one forgets the root 
causes of every war that has ever been fought.

Reprinted from the La Conner Weekly News, 
June 7, 2023.



By Ken Stern

The monthly La Conner 
Rural Partial County Library 
District monthly board meeting 
Tuesday, May 21, proceeded 
pretty much like most small 
governmental district board 
meetings, from starting with 
approving the April meeting 
minutes to experiencing 
small glitches with new board 
management software used in 
the meeting.

The April inancial report 
included the library’s receiving 
$113,139 from Skagit County, 
its property tax allocation 
for the first half of 2024. The 
assessment rate is 0.32% .

Sarah Rabel, the library 
foundation director, was upbeat 
in announcing that Gail Bruce 
is joining her board. The Skagit 
Community Foundation gave 
funds toward a bathroom door 
that is power operated. Author 
Janet Yod’s reading with an 
overflow audience of 50 was 
the best attended event to date. 
The arts committee is planning 
the fall-winter art exhibit for 
the library.

Board member William Smith 
reported he contacted the Town 
of La Conner for the $5,000 
it allocated to the library. He 
asked that town staff shovel 
snow from the front steps when 
clearing the sidewalk.

Library Director Jean 
Markert reported working 
with the school district to give 
every student a library card by 
next fall. The Summer Reads 
program will start soon. Her 

announcement that the Reptile 
Man will return for a kids’ pro-
gram was greeted with laughter 
and applause. 

The computer and internet 
policy is under review by the 
board.  

When new business came up 
on the agenda, retired former 
board chair Jim Airy asked if 
the state auditor’s report had 
been discussed. He said he 
came to the meeting to answer 
questions board members might 
have and expressed concern 
that board meeting minutes 
could not be found by the 
auditors.

Turning to Weekly News 
Publisher Ken Stern, who 
reported the story May 15 and 
was reporting the board meet-
ing, he asked about the article 
and the timeline with it and 
questioned the need to name 
the past two directors, both of 
whom the board had removed, 
finding it an unnecessary detail. 

Board member Sarah 
Christensen asked why there 

were only two quotations and 
two other references from 
library personnel in the story. 

Smith asked Stem if the 
library still had problems.

Stern responded that the 
timeline framed the story by 
contrasting the years of clean 
audits under librarian director 
Joy Neal to Markert’s tenure 
and her appointment from 
board president to director 
though she had no experience 
working in a library.

The audit report was 19 
pages and Stern said he focused 
the story on its findings. He 
quoted library personnel to 
emphasize their commitment 
to following recommendations 
and to transparency. 

Stern did not know if library 
problems remain. He doesn’t 
have access to information or 
documents, he said.

The meeting adjourned at 
6:15 p.m., after 75 minutes.

The library district board 
meets the third Tuesday month-
ly. The next meeting is June 18.
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MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY

MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”
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Government

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery 

Delicious coffee, original art, and  iconic Skagit County products!

Greetings!
Just say no to Big Card.  Get your greeting 
cards from local PNW artists.  Cards from 

La Conner,  Anacortes and other 
WA and BC communities!

106 S. 1st St – Open at 7 am daily

Reclamation
CANDLE COMPANY

TRANSITIONAL
KINDERGARTEN?

Interested in

La Conner School District is currently
gathering information on whether there is
a need in our community for a transitional
kindergarten program. If you have a child
who will be four years old on or before
August 31, 2024, they may qualify for a
place in a transitional kindergarten
classroom. 
Please complete this survey to help us
determine whether or not there is a need
for this program in our community.

Complete the survey using the QR code or https://tiny.cc/LCTK 

www.lcsd.wednet.edu

360-466-3172

Clark Scarboro
Nov. 4, 1932-May 10, 2024

Clark Scarboro loved boats 
and boating from an early age. 
He became a highly respected 
boat designer and engineer. In 
the late 80s, he retired from Bay-
liner Marine, where he designed 
the popular 3288 model.

The Scarboros moved to 
Shelter Bay in 1999. They loved 
living among and cruising with 
other boaters. Clark became the 
Commodore of the Yacht Club in 
2004. Over subsequent years, he 
served the community as a mem-
ber of the Building and Harbor 
committees.

Clark and Joan celebrated their 
60th anniversary in April. Their 
family includes daughter Zoe 
Fisher, her husband Steve and 
their children Brandt and Elle. 
Attending the grandchildren’s 
performances in music and 
musical theater has been a great 
pleasure for the proud grandpar-
ents.

Over the years, Clark played 

the flute, piccolo and oboe, 
recorder and tin whistle. When 
arthritis made playing difficult, 
he took up the ukulele. He en-
joyed the camaraderie of playing 
and singing with others. One 
of his last goals was to start a 
ukulele club in SB. Sadly, he was 
never able to play with the newly 
formed group, but he hoped that 
starting it would become his 
legacy to the community.

OBITUARIES

Gerald Robbins

Gerald Robbins passed away 
peacefully at his home on April 
2, 2024. 

A fifth-generation Skagitonian, 
he was raised in La Conner 
and graduated from La Conner 
High School, where he achieved 
state championships in multiple 
sports. He was the drummer for 
the Esquires, Skagit Valley’s 
pioneering rock and roll band 
and played throughout his life. In 
addition to his musical pursuits, 
Gerry worked for Dunlap 
Towing and attended Skagit 
Valley College. He was a car and 
motorcycle enthusiast, and a “hot 
dog” skier.

During the Vietnam War, 
Gerry enlisted in the Air Force. 
Following his military service, 
he studied photography at the 
Cornish School of the Arts in 
Seattle. He then began his lifelong 
career in homebuilding alongside 
his brother, John. Renowned as 
master carpenters and builders, 
they earned the admiration and 
respect of architects, homeowners 
and the construction community 
for their honesty, integrity and ex-
pertise. Many of their homes were 
featured in publications like Fine 
Homebuilding and Sunset.

Gerry enjoyed various boating 
activities, including crabbing, 
fishing and sailing in the San 
Juan Islands. He spent multiple 
summers fishing in Bristol Bay 
and serving on the crew of a 
research vessel for NOAA in the 
Bering Sea. With an adventur-
ous spirit, Gerry also traveled to 
Denmark, France and England. 
After retiring, he traveled exten-
sively with his family, visiting 
Hawaii, New Orleans, Sri Lanka 
and Dubai, with extended stays 
in Qatar and Vietnam.

Above all, Gerry cherished his 
family, including his wife, three 
daughters, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Family al-
ways came first for him. He will 
be deeply missed by numerous 
relatives, friends and neighbors 
who remember him as kind, 
friendly and generous.

The family expresses heart-
felt gratitude for the care Gerry 
received from hospice and the 
Veteran’s Administration.

If you are interested in attend-
ing a celebration of Gerry’s life, 
please email celebrategerry42@
gmail.com.

www.portofskagit.com     |     360 757 0011

Aerospace Manufacturing 
Marine Manufacturing

Value-added Agriculture 
Broadband Infrastructure
Economic Development  

General Manufacturing
Business Aviation 
Outdoor Recreation

 

And so much more…..

By Bill Reynolds

Caravan Gallery on First 
Street has long been known for 
its unique vibe. 

That likely won’t change 
anytime soon based on action 
taken last week by the Town 
Planning Commission.

The downtown retail outlet, 
which enjoys a loyal customer 
base drawn to its one-of-a-kind 
collection of ethnic artifacts, 

statues of Buddha and other 
deities, glass artwork, colorful 
scarves and trend-setting cloth-
ing, has received commission 
approval to install a perma-
nent 12-foot-by-10-foot wood 
gazebo in its outdoor courtyard, 
according to Town Assistant 
Planner Ajah Eills.

“It’s designed to replace 
an outdoor tent that the store 
owner typically uses for sales 
in the summertime,” Eills told 

the Weekly News.
The gazebo, featuring a steel 

roof, is to be constructed off-
site and represents an allowed 
use in La Conner’s commercial 
zone, Town Planner Michael 
Davolio told planning commis-
sioners during their May 21 
public meeting at Maple Hall.

Davolio recommended ap-
proval of the project in his writ-
ten report to the commission. 

“The proposed location of 

the gazebo would not have a 
negative impact on the main 
building or on any surrounding 
property,” said Davolio, who 
also noted that Caravan Gallery 
is sited within the Town’s 
Historic Preservation District.

His recommendation to the 
commission included five 
conditions, one of which is 
that project applicant Linda 
Banaszak obtain from the town 
a shoreline exemption permit as 

the property – on the east side 
of First Street – is within 200 
feet of Swinomish Channel.

Davolio pointed out that the 
Caravan Gallery property is 
located within a flood plain, 
but a floodplain permit is not 
required due to the size of the 
gazebo.

He noted that a State 
Environmental Policy Act 
determination is not required in 
this case.

La Conner Library District board 
questions coverage of state audit

Planning commission OKs gazebo for downtown store
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LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com
360-466-9932 

702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

Save the Date:

Kitchen OPEN 
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM 
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

& EATERY, Inc.
Wednesday, June 5th 4pm-9pm

La Conner Fire Association takes over La Conner 
Pub Eatery for a night of Fun & Fundraising!

By Bill Reynolds

When national Head Start bud-
get cuts announced earlier this 
year spelled the imminent demise 
of the Little Braves preschool 
program, La Conner Elemen-
tary School Principal Heather 
Fakkema reacted with sadness.

But not panic.
Fakkema was among those 

who first floated the idea of 
following up the Little Braves 
mission with a new educational 
concept – transitional kindergar-
ten.

Transitional kindergarten, 
which serves students who are 
at least 4 years old, has been 
implemented in Washington state 
and elsewhere to help eligible 
children prepare for a success-

ful kindergarten experience the 
following school year.

State lawmakers in 2023 
bolstered the program with cod-
ified Transition to Kindergarten 
legislation.

La Conner School District is 
exploring transitional kinder-
garten as a potential successor 
to its on-campus preschool 
program, which will close 
when school dismisses for the 
summer.

“We are currently hoping 
that if we are able to provide a 
transitional kindergarten class 
that we will start in October,” 
district director of teaching and 
learning Beth Clothier told the 
Weekly News on Friday. “What 
I’m excited about for transitional 
kindergarten is that it provides 

our 4-year-olds an opportunity to 
get kindergarten ready at no cost 
to families, in the school setting, 
and with all school services 
available.”

The Washington State Office of 
Public Instruction (OSPI) states 
that transitional kindergarten:
•	 Serves children whose families 

do not meet income eligibility 
for ECEAP (Early Childhood 
Education and Assistance Pro-
gram) and Head Start but can’t 
afford private fees for other 
early learning programs.

•	 Allows for access to a continu-
um of placement opportunities 
for children with disabilities.

•	 Supports children with be-
havioral/physical disabilities 
not well served in other early 
learning programs. 

•	 Expands options for children 
in unstable housing or experi-
encing homelessness.
“Transitional kindergarteners 

would have access to the same 
specialists – in our case, music, 
art, and physical education – as 
well as services like speech 
therapy or special education as 
needed,” Clothier said.

She said that a transitional kin-
dergarten here would be taught 
by a certified teacher, “ideally by 
someone with an early learning 
endorsement who utilizes a play-
based curriculum.”

La Conner school officials have 
said they will embrace standards 
from OSPI’s TK Workbook as 
a roadmap while they plan for a 
local transitional kindergarten.

Clothier said the program 

would introduce “appropriate 
skills that will help students 
develop a healthy sense of self 
and community in the school 
environment to be better prepared 
as learners when they get to kin-
dergarten.”

She said the goal for crafting a 
transitional kindergarten curricu-
lum is to include social-emotional 
skills, language and literacy, 
mathematics, science, social 
studies and the arts.

The district is conducting a 
transitional kindergarten online 
interest survey for parents and 
families that is available at tiny.
ccLCTK.

“This is so that we can deter-
mine if there are enough eligible/
qualified students to create and 
sustain a program,” Clothier said.

Transitional kindergarten eyed as option to fill preschool void

By Bill Reynolds

La Conner High School senior 
Tommy Murdock continued 
to set the gold standard for the 
state’s Class 2B boys’ hurdlers on 
Saturday.

For the second year in a row, 
Murdock swept the 110- and 
300-meter hurdles events at the 
Washington State 2B Track and 
Field Championships in Yakima.

Murdock capped his amazing 
Braves career – one in which he 
collected five state gold medals 
dating to the 2022 campaign – by 
leading the La Conner boys to 
an eighth-place finish out of 31 
schools competing in the 2024 2B 
trials at Zaepfel Stadium.

Murdock accounted for all 
28 of La Conner’s points on 
the boys’ team leaderboard. He 
claimed the 110 hurdles in 14.84 
seconds and the 300 hurdles in 
39.88.

He also finished third in the 
200-meter dash with a time of 
22.86 and seventh in the 100-me-
ter dash at 11.43.

His brilliant state performance 
drew praise and congratulations 
from numerous posts on social 
media, including ultra runner 
and former La Conner assistant 
track coach Yvonne Naughton, 
who now resides in Durango, 
Colorado.

Murdock wasn’t the only La 
Conner thinclad to shine at state.

On the girls’ side, head 
coach Peter Voorhees saw his 
4x200-meter relay team of 
Kiana Jenkins, Lydia Grossglass, 

Morgan Huizenga and Maeve 
McCormick clinch second place 
in 1:50.34. The quartet ran just 
behind event victor Brewster.

Jenkins, Grossglass, Huizenga 
and McCormick also teamed to 
record sixth in the sprint relay, 
posting a finish time of 53.40.

Jenkins, an eighth grader, took 
fourth in the 400 meters (1:01.69) 
and seventh in the 200 (27.24).

Grossglass ran sixth in the 
100-meter hurdles (17.15) and 
eighth in the 300 hurdles (54.27).

Nora McCormick, another of 
the La Conner track program’s 
eighth graders, contributed an 
eighth-place finish in the long 
jump with a leap of 15’-5.25”.

The girls’ team placed ninth 
overall with 25 points.

The La Conner teams finished 
ahead of their NW2B rivals 
Coupeville and Friday Harbor.

In another state-level compe-
tition, La Conner’s Kendall Lee 
won one of three matches at the 
Yakima Tennis Club, defeating 
Riley Tax of Cle Elum 2-6, 7-5, 
6-3. Lee, who competed with 
2A Anacortes during the regular 
season, fell one match victory shy 
of advancing to the 2B/1B trophy 
round. Her opening round loss 
was to eventual gold medalist Avi 
Sahota of Chewelah.

In Tumwater, at the state 2B/1B 
golf tourney, La Conner’s Sammy 
Williams (90) and Corran Eisen 
(92) fell just below the cut line 
on the first day of play and didn’t 
advance. Abigail Udlock nar-
rowly missed the cut in the girls’ 
bracket.

Murdock takes gold at state

By Bill Reynolds

La Conner distance runner 
Toby Walls caught up with some 
of the biggest names in track-
and-field on May 25.

Walls and his son, Sylas, an 
up-and-coming middle school 
racer, were part of the large 
crowd attending the annual 
Prefontaine Classic at legendary 
Hayward Field at the University 
of Oregon in Eugene, Ore.

Named for late Oregon run-
ning icon and Olympian Steve 
Prefontaine, who from 1973-75 
set American records at every 
distance from 2,000 to 10,000 
meters, the Prefontaine Classic 
each year draws the world’s best 
track-and-field athletes. This year 
it served as a major preliminary 
for the 2024 Olympics in Paris.

Attending the Prefontaine 
Classic “was a bucket list event 
for Toby,” said his wife, La 
Conner photographer Sarah 
Walls, a frequent Weekly News 
contributor.

It was also much anticipated 
by the couple’s son, a sixth grad-
er who competed in three races – 
mostly against older runners – at 
the district middle school meet in 

Burlington last week.
Toby Walls, a La Conner 

School District employee who 
regularly trains during his off 
hours, said his wife bought the 
Prefontaine Classic tickets as a 
50th birthday gift for him.

“I’m going to be there early 
wearing my Prefontaine shirt and 
carrying a Sharpie to hopefully 
get some autographs,” Toby 
Walls said before setting off for 
Eugene.

They also collected sever-
al photos of the setting, often 
referred to as “TrackTown 
USA,” including a shot of Toby 
Walls with women’s Olympic 
100-meter favorite Sha’Carri 
Richardson. Richardson won the 
Prefontaine Classic 100-meter 
dash with a 10.83 finish.

The Wallses also saw Kenya’s 
Beatrice Chebet set a new 

women’s 10,000-meter record at 
28:54.14.

Toby Walls was especially 
looking forward to seeing the 
Bowerman Mile duel between 
archrivals Josh Kerr of the 
United Kingdom and Norway’s 
Jakob Ingebrigtsen.

In what was billed before-
hand as the “mile of the cen-
tury,” Kerr set a new British 
record at 3:45.34. He overtook 
Ingebrigtsen with 600 meters to 
go and held on to take the win. 
Ingebrigtsen finished in 3:45.60. 
American Yared Naguse was 
third in 3:46.22.

The Prefontaine Classic, with 
plenty of drama beyond the 
Kerr-Ingebrigtsen clash, was 
televised live on NBC. But for 
the Wallses, there was no substi-
tute for being there.

Father and son bond over 
Prefontaine Classic runs

“I’m going to be there 
early wearing my Prefon-
taine shirt and carrying a 
Sharpie to hopefully get 
some autographs.”

Toby Walls

RUN BUDDIES — Toby and Sylas 
Walls of La Conner.

Save Time, Save Money 
Save the Enviroment 
with digital invoicing

Send your email address to
info@laconnernews.com      

and your next invoice will 
be delivered to your inbox.
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Arts & Entertainment

▪ Desks 
▪ Lamps 
▪ Garden Art 
▪ Wooden Toys
▪ Stylish Sofas and Loveseats
▪ Collectible Wooden Bowls
▪ PNW-Themed Gifts
▪ End Tables & More!

www.nwff.com
“Where Finding the Unusual is the Norm”

Stop by our showroom today! 
PLUS we have some accent tables that just might make you smile!

Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30  ●  360-424-8455
www.NWFF.com

919 Riverside Dr. Mount Vernon

Mark your calendars for some 
upcoming fun activities.

June 5 fun fundraiser for 
La Conner Fire Association: 
The La Conner Fire Association 
invites everyone to “take over 
the La Conner Pub & Eatery” 
from 4-9 p.m. Wednesday, June 
5, 702 S. First St. Come out, 
enjoy a delicious meal with family 
and friends, and help make a 
difference in the community. Fifty 
percent of food and beverage 
sales and 100 % of gratuities 
will go directly to support the La 
Conner Fire Department.

La Conner Live 2024 Sum-
mer Concert Series takes over 
Gilkey Square every Sunday from 
1-4 p.m. through Sept. 8 at First 
and Morris streets. The lineup 

features Utopian Monk Revival, 
June 2; Adrian Xavier & Ska 
Island, June 9; Chris Eger Band, 
June 16; BrohamM, June 23; Full 
Spectrum, June 30; Joan Penney 
& Herding Kats Jazz Nonet, July 
7; The Fabulous Murphtones, 
July 14; Lost at Last, July 21; 
Mojo Cannon, July 28; Billy Ap-
pleton Band, Aug. 4; Midlife Crisis 
and the Alimony Horns, Aug. 11; 
The Walrus, Aug. 18; Cascadia 
Groove, Aug. 25; Pacific Twang, 
Sept. 1; Chris Eger – Richard 
Williams Invitational Jam, Sept. 8.

Come to the Celtic Arts 
Foundation! All events at Little-
field Celtic Center, 1124 Cleve-
land Ave., Mount Vernon. Info: 

www.celticarts.org.

•	 June Scottish Music Session: 
11 a.m. Sunday, June 2.

•	 A Celebration of Piping: A 
fundraising event to support 
community piping competitions 
in the Pacific Northwest. Free 
and open to the public. Door 
prizes, whisky bar and bag-
pipe performances from local 
pipers. Silent auction funds 
will benefit competitions at the 
Skagit Valley Highland Games, 
the Pacific Northwest Highland 
Games, the Portland Highland 
Games and the Pleasanton 
Highland Games. 3 p.m. Sun-
day, June 2.

Parking available in the front and back of the store

Your source for local, organic foods, healthy sandwiches & fresh produce
www.anacortesfoodcoop.com

2403 Commercial Avenue, Anacortes

Please attend our Grand Opening April 10 from 4-6pm

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Fragrant Honeysuckle, Clematis, Climbing Hydrangea,
Japanese & Chinese Wisteria, Akebia, Jasmine,

Grapes, Kiwis and many, many more.
(Regularly priced from ($24.98)

“People’s
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Would you like to run this in the June 5th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Our rampant

Vine
Sale

20% Off
Now through June 13th

Our vigorous growing Akebia, Clematis, Honeysuckle,
Jasmine, Wisteria, Grapes, Kiwis and much more!

Starting at $17.98.

“People’s
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the May 9th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Fridays
‘til 7 p.m.

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Geraniums

20% Off
through May 13th

Everblooming
Zonals, Ivies,

Martha Washingtons
and scented
geraniums
in 4” pots.

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

NEW PROOF

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

April Flowers
Rhododendrons,

Azaleas
& Pieris

Thousands to
choose from,

Award
Winning
Nursery

including dwarf rhododendrons,
deciduous and evergreen azaleas,

and blooming Pieris in pink and white.

Open
Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com 

An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts
Open
Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com 

An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts

Open
Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com 

An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts
www.christiansonsnursery.com

15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Would you like to run this in the June 5th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821
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Now thr      Through June 13th
Our vigorous growing Akebia, Clematis, Honeysuckle,

Jasmine, Wisteria, Grapes, Kiwis and much more!
Starting at $17.98.

“People’s
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Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the May 9th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Fridays
‘til 7 p.m.

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Geraniums

20% Off
through May 13th

Everblooming
Zonals, Ivies,

Martha Washingtons
and scented
geraniums
in 4” pots.

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

NEW PROOF

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Hours:
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April Flowers
Rhododendrons,

Azaleas
& Pieris

Thousands to
choose from,

Award
Winning
Nursery

including dwarf rhododendrons,
deciduous and evergreen azaleas,

and blooming Pieris in pink and white.

Open
Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com 

An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts
Open
Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com 

An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts

Open
Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com 

An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts
www.christiansonsnursery.com

15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Our rampant

Vine
Sale
2 0% Off

www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP

No, my obsession is no longer 
Donald Trump or the Mariners or 
preparing to vote for the Oscars. 
My obsession is BIRDS.

I sit in my hot tub at least 
twice a day and I am transfixed 
by the bird feeders that I have in 
my backyard. The birds scatter 
when I walk by but I settle down 
and don’t move around at all and 
they come back in droves.

I’ve also placed a feeder in my 
front yard that I can watch while 
I am sitting in front of the televi-
sion in my living room.

This has led to a very import-
ant decision in my life: I have 
left God a message that when I 
die, I will be reincarnated as a 
bird. Obviously, that is a very 
important decision and there are 
many other options, but I will be 

very happy as a bird.
Why? Because I love to be on 

the move and birds have an ex-
traordinary ability to fly around 
and cover a tremendous amount 
of territory but also settle down 
in beautiful places, often with 
amazing views.

They incessantly chatter to 
each other and have extraordi-
nary visibility that protects them 
from any threatening conse-
quences. If they get bored or 
hungry, they have the capacity to 
travel near or far.

I know God is very busy right 
now with all of the horrific 
things happening on our planet, 
but hopefully he will get my 
message and off I will go even-
tually into the wild blue and 
green yonder.

By Ken Stern

While the 32nd Museum of 
Northwest Art’s Annual Art 
Auction is at the museum June 
8, more than 300 of some 418 
pieces of art can be viewed in 
person in its galleries or online. 
People are already making silent 
auction bids for those 388 works 
of art and another seven special 
experiences ranging from a glass 
blowing class to wine, and some 
pieces have been purchased.

At the June 8 event, 30 pieces 
will be auctioned live. Additional 
funds will be raised through the 
“golden raffle,” with the winner 
getting her choice of almost any 
art item. The audience, in person 
and online, will be asked to raise 
the paddle to “Fund-the-Future” 

of the museum, the moment “the 
museum’s future and the future 
of a thriving community are wo-
ven together,” wrote Executive 
Director Stefano Catalani on the 
auction website.

In his letter, Catalani calls on 
museum patrons to “celebrate 
together the extraordinary power 
of art and creativity to move, 
change, and transform our 
lives!”

The theme this year is “spread-
ing our wings,” with a butterfly 
icon as the logo. Attendees may 
purchase the “butterfly ticket” 
for $100 or a “monarch ticket” 
for $250. The latter supports a 
donating artist’s attendance at the 
auction. Those purchasers also 
get a seat “at a table for a mem-
orable experience.” On Monday 

two were still available.
All attendees will enjoy a 

“dazzling evening with artists, 
delectable oysters, pink martinis 
and love for art!” In keeping 
with the theme, they are asked 
to “trust those butterflies in your 
stomach, yes it is love!” – of art 
and the Museum of Northwest 
Art.

Catalani ends his letter “It is 
because of your sense of com-
munity that makes it possible for 
MoNA to spread its wings!”

This year’s art auction 
procurement team is Earlene 
Beckes, Lucy Mae VanZanden 
and Meg Holgate.

The auction is scheduled 
for 5-7 p.m. Saturday, June 
8, at MoNA. Information: 
monamuseum.org.

MoNA sets 32nd art auction June 8

The Skagit County Farmland 
Legacy Program is sharing their 
accomplishments with county 
residents in their 2023 annual 
report. It is inserted in this 
week’s Weekly News. The report 
provides insight into the role of 
agriculture in Skagit County and 
how protecting farmland helps us 
preserve agricultural viability.

After protecting 425 acres of 
farmland in 2023, Skagit County 
farmland under conservation 
easement protection totals 14,700 
acres. This includes row crops, 
seed crops, dairy and cattle 
operations, as well as silage, 
hay pasture, bulbs, flowers, and 
berries. 

More than 200 conservation 
easements on Skagit farmland 
place permanent restrictions 

on future use and development 
of the land. This is 17% of the 
89,000 acres designated Agri-
cultural-Natural Resource in the 
county.

The 2023  properties stretch 
from Bow to Fir Island through 
La Conner.

The 300 acres Alex Ball is 
stewarding reaches back five 
generations to the late 1800s. 
The Ring and Lillquist families 
manage their 60 acres of La 
Conner farmland together.

Colleen Fisher’s newly pro-
tected 40 acres of farmland on 
Fir Island has been in her family 
for several decades.

The 25 acres protected by 
Edison Fields is adjacent to 156 
acres they preserved in 2020.

The Skagit County Farmland 
Legacy Program is one of the 
most active and successful 

farmland preservation programs 
in Washington state, due to the 
number of protected acres and 
the ongoing community and 
county government support.

For 26 years the Farmland 
Legacy Program has been a 
county-funded initiative that com-
pensates landowners for placing 
a perpetual conservation ease-
ment on their land. Landowners 
retain ownership of their land and 
continue their farming operations. 
The conservation easement runs 
with the land, no matter who 
owns it. The program’s primary 
goal is to protect Skagit County’s 
vital agricultural productivity.

For information: Program Co-
ordinator Sarah Stoner, sstoner@
co.skagit.wa.us; 360 416-1417; 
skagitcounty.net/farmland.

Source: Skagit County govern-
mentA&E BRIEFS

Skagit County Farmland Legacy 2023 annual report
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Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

LEGAL NOTICES

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

Place an 
At Your Service Ad

Plus appear in our
Online Business Directory

$225 FOR 12 WEEKS

Moving?
Email 
your 
address 
change 
to 
info@laconnernews.com

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF SKAGIT IN 
PROBATE

No. 24-4-00255-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030

In the Matter of the Estate 
of CYNTHIA A. MERVYN,

Deceased.
The personal representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative or 
the personal representative’s 
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim 
and filing the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced.  The claim must 
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of filing copy of NO-

TICE TO CREDITORS with 
Clerk of Court: 5/9/2024.
Date of first publication: May 

15, 2024.
CRYSTAL L. MERVYN
Personal Representative
LAW OFFICE OF COLE & 

GILDAY, P.C.
By Gregory L. Gilday
WSBA #36608
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
10101 270th St NW
Stanwood, WA 98292
Office: 360-629-2900 or 

FAX: 360-629-0220
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, May 15, 22. 
and 29. 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF 
SNOHOMISH

In re the Estate of:
JERRY R. PARKER, JR.,

Deceased.
NO.  24-4-01086-31

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
(RCW 11.40.030)

The Personal Representa-
tive named below has been 
appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative of this estate.  Any 
person having claims against 
decedent must, before the time 
the claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070 by 
serving on or mailing to the 
Personal Representative or 
the Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address stated 
below a copy of the claim and 
filing the original of the claim 
with the court.  The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of:  (1) Thirty days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided un-
der RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of first publication:  

May 29, 2024 
DEVAN C. ROUSH, Person-

al Representative
c/o Maren Benedetti, 

Attorney 
3128 Colby Avenue
Everett, WA 98201
425-339-8556
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, May 29, June 
5, and June 12, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 24-4-00281-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
In the Matter of the Estate 

of
James E. Monroe, Deceased
The personal representative 

named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-

tive of this estate.  Any person 
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below, a copy of 
the claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of first publication: May 

29, 2024
Robert “Skip” Pass
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-

HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway 

Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, May 29, June 
5, and June 12, 2024.

• On June 10, 1692, Bridget Bishop 
became the first person executed for 
witchcraft during the notorious Salem 
witch trials, after a trial lasting eight 
days. She had already been accused 
and declared innocent a decade prior 
to the hysteria.

• On June 11, 1509, England’s King 
Henry VIII married the first of his 
ill-fated wives, Catherine of Aragon. 
When she failed to produce a male 
heir, he divorced her against the will 
of the Roman Catholic Church, trig-
gering the country’s Protestant Refor-
mation. Catherine spent her last years 
in isolation and continued to consider 
herself England’s rightful queen until 
her death.

• On June 12, 2016, Omar Mateen 
forced his way into Pulse, one of 
Orlando’s biggest nightclubs, and 
opened fire with an assault rifle on the 
predominantly gay crowd. Forty-nine 
people died and dozens more were 
injured in what was then the deadliest 
mass shooting in modern American 
history.

• On June 13, 1805, having hurried 
ahead of the main body of his expedi-
tion to the Pacific with fellow explorer 
William Clark, Meriwether Lewis and 
four other men arrived at the Great 
Falls of the Missouri River, confirm-
ing that the party was headed in the 
right direction.

• On June 14, 1922, at the dedication 
of a memorial site for Francis Scott 
Key, composer of “The Star-Spangled 
Banner,” Warren G. Harding became 
the first American president to have 
his voice transmitted by radio while 
addressing a crowd. It was not until 
three years later, however, that a pres-
ident (Calvin Coolidge) would deliver 
a radio-specific address.

• On June 15, 1300, poet Dante 
Alighieri was elected one of six Pri-
ors (magistrates) of Florence, Italy, 
his native city. His political activi-
ties, which included the banishment 
of several of his rivals, led to his exile 
from Florence and separation from his 
family for 15 years, during which time 
he wrote his most famous work, “The 
Divine Comedy.” 

• On June 16, 2012, China launched 
the Shenzhou-9 space capsule on a 
mission that included the country’s 
first female astronaut, military pilot 
Liu Yang. The crew spent a week at the 
Tiangong space lab to test systems and 
conduct experiments.
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-hour of energy is about 
a quarter of the area 
required for the same 
generation from a hydro-
electric dam. However, 
the space wind actually 
requires is much smaller, 
again because the support 
post itself takes very little 
ground area. On the other 
hand, a hydroelectric dam 
provides recreational 
lakes and drinking water 
reservoirs.

In short, wind energy has 
high potential to help meet 
the need for new genera-
tion in Washington. Land-
based wind energy devel-
opment is well advanced; 
over 2,000 megawatts of 
land-based turbines are al-
ready operating. However, 
the best land-based wind 
resources in Washington 
are in the mountains, and 
in some areas north and 

east of Yakima.
Offshore wind has 

additional potential. The 
technologies and engi-
neering systems required 
to install durable wind 
systems on the ocean floor, 
to produce energy using 
the even more consistent 
winds that naturally occur 
along ocean coasts, and 
the additional systems 
required to take that energy 
onshore, have long been 
under development in 
Europe. They have now 
been proven commercial-
ly. Their costs are falling. 
These systems are starting 
to reach the U.S.

There are no major off-
shore wind farms serving 
Western Washington yet, 
but our side of the state 
has significant offshore 
wind energy potential. The 
National Renewable Ener-
gy Lab estimates Wash-
ington’s offshore wind 
generation potential to be 
thousands of megawatts. 

The biggest wind resources 
are off the Pacific coast – a 
lightly populated area that 
would require significant 
transmission line develop-
ment. 

Development in, say, 
Grays Harbor, won’t ad-
dress the transmission con-
straints in the northwestern 
counties that we discussed 
last week. However, there 
is a promising area for 
wind development, in the 
Strait of Juan de Fuca, 
from which power could 
be developed and brought 
ashore on Whidbey Island, 
to help provide new local 
generation in northwestern 
Washington.

Successful offshore 
wind development requires 
attention to migratory bird 
routes, siting and construc-
tion that minimizes sea life 
impacts and some attention 
to visual aesthetics. Euro-
pean experience, particu-
larly, has shown that these 
concerns can be addressed.

Wind power
. . . (from page 2)

Strom and his OSPI col-
leagues asked the crowd, 
“How do you define your 
student’s success that 
might be different than 
traditional measurements? 
What keeps your child 
engaged and coming to 
school? Are there cultural 
ways to help you feel more 
connected to school?”

Participants chimed in 
with feedback.

One student said his 
friends and favorite teach-
ers keep him engaged with 
their support.

In a nod to outgoing 
Superintendent Will 
Nelson, a member of the 
Blackfeet Tribe, parents 
and elders said they want 
to see more tribal teachers, 
assistants and volunteers in 
the schools, a tribal student 
representative on the 
school board and younger 
tribal members serving on 
the elected school board.

“Kids see the value of 
seeing a tribal member 
working in the school as 
a role model,” one parent 
said.

Another wanted to see 
more Lushootseed speak-
ers and an indigenous 
curriculum for the district. 
Beth Clothier, La Conner 
School District’s director 
of teaching and learning, 
perked up at the ideas.

“I’d love to get Lushoo-
tseed into the elementary 
school,” Clothier said. 
She listened intently to the 
suggestions.

The audience got a use-
ful language lesson when 
Olivia Bailey, who teaches 
Lushootseed at La Conner 
High School, called bingo 

using Lushootseed words 
and their English trans-
lations. Players giggled 
when she called “under-
wear.”

“You know, what you 
wear under your clothes,” 
Bailey said with a laugh.

Rounding out the eve-
ning, Sovereign Bill, the 
voice of the PBS Kids car-
toon “Molly from Denali,” 
read stories to enchanted 
children. Bill, 19, is the 
only Native actor who 
plays a Native character 
lead on a current television 
show.

Literacy
. . . (from page 1)

Master plan
. . . (from page 1)

Memorial Day
. . . (from page 1)

conflicts, provide opportu-
nities for recreational land 
uses and ultimately serve 
as a model for effective 
and equitable growth, 
improved public health and 
livability policies and built 
environment improvements 
throughout La Conner.”

The winning consultant 
will have experience “with 
intense landscape and 
urban design, working with 
multiple stakeholders to 
coordinate numerous cap-
ital projects, developing a 
signature design that will 
become integral in the re-
development of downtown. 
… (and have capabilities 
including) urban plan-
ning, civil design, critical 
areas analysis and public 
involvement.” 

The resulting plan will 
have four deliverables: a 
public engagement plan 
that “effectively gather 
authentic input … (and 
results) in equitable 
opportunities to provide 
feedback;” an existing 
conditions survey consist-
ing of housing profile, an 
economic analysis and an 
environmental survey; goal 
establishment: developing 
community-based goals 
for the area based on 
seven factors; and offering 
recommendations based on 
community goals address-
ing land use; housing and 
density; open space and 
pedestrian needs; environ-
mental and sustainability; 
economic development; 
and completing the project 
by Dec. 31, 2024.

Mayor Marna Hanne
man, Town Administrator 
Scott Thomas and Planning 

Director Michael Davolio 
will be the selection com-
mittee evaluating proposals 
to choose the firms to be 
interviewed. 

A site visit for applicants 
will be June 4. It is not 
open to the pubic.

The RFQ defines the 
subarea as “Moore-Clarke 
… include(ing) derelict 
buildings.” It is zoned 
commercial transition. 
Most of the properties are 
privately owned by Tri-
ton-American LLC, stated 
Ajah Eills, assistant town 
planner. The pump station 
parcel on Caledonia Street 
is town property.

The grant is federal 
funds from the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and 
Urban Development.

The town’s website 
contains links to the RFQ: 
townoflaconner.org/161/
Planning-Permits-Codes.

TELL US A STORY, MOLLY — Swinomish children gather 
around to hear Sovereign Bill, the voice of Molly in the PBS 
Kids show “Molly from Denali,” read them a story in the 
Swinomish gym on May 23.� — Photo by Kurt Batdorf

as one, as a family.” 
Cladoosby said it was 

a personal honor to have 
been asked to read aloud 
the names of deceased 
Swinomish veterans, a 
list that includes John K. 
Bob, who was killed in 
action during World War 
II and for whom the tribal 
ballpark is named and Cary 
Bobb, Sr., featured speaker 
at the tribe’s 1984 Memori-
al Day service. 

“This,” Porter added, “is 
a day of grief but also a day 
of celebration. It’s a very 
emotional day for all of us. 
It’s a day of reflection.” 

Like Robinson, Por-
ter cited the bravery of 
military veterans who 
had “looked death in the 
face.” He said he had heard 
first-hand accounts of such 

service from family elders 
who saw action in World 
War II and Korea. 

“They remembered their 
brothers who didn’t come 
home,” Porter said. “We’ve 
held onto these memories. 
We remember what they 
did for us.” 

Former Swinomish 
Senator Kevin Paul sang 
“Soldier Boy” and the 
Swinomish Canoe Family 
performed an honor song 
before the tribe’s living 
veterans were invited for-
ward to accept handshakes 
and well-wishes. 

During the prayer seg-
ment of the tribal service 
an emotional message was 
delivered by Doug York, 
who referenced the trauma 
experienced by surviving 
combat veterans. 

“I’m always mindful 
of those who gave their 
lives,” York said, “includ-
ing those who died in slow 

motion.” 
Remembering the past 

with reverence while 
seeking to forge a brighter 
future were themes com-
mon to both Memorial Day 
programs. 

“Behind me are the 
stones of remembrance,” 
said Robinson. “In front of 
me are the living stones. 
When I look into your 
faces, I see living stones. I 
see people who have both 
a story to tell and a legacy 
to leave.” 

“This is a day of grief 
but also a day of cel-
ebration. It’s a very 
emotional day for 
all of us. It’s a day of 
reflection.” 

Brian Porter 
Swinomish Tribal Senator
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Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR 
SALE: Make the La Conner 
Weekly News your job and your 
future. Your dreams can come 
true in the incredible Pacific 
Northwest. Mine did. Take the 
reins of a vibrant, financially 
successful 1,100 print run, 
community focused subscription 
newspaper. Buy your next job 
and retire in it. 360-202-4660.

CLEANING SERVICES 
OFFERED: Home or office. 
Estimates provided. Good quality 
work. Reasonable rates. Call for 
estimate. References available. 
360-202-1288.

LEARN HOW MASSAGE 
THERAPY CAN HELP 
YOU WITH “TECH NECK” 
SYNDROME: Call Jo’s Healing 
Hands and make an appointment 
today! 360-708-2022

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
with a $325 classified listing or 
$1600 for a display ad. Call this 
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for 
details. 

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a majority of 
people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how 
much you can save. Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP 
code to reach the right provider.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.
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CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

NOT TO BE MISSED
Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum Porch Sale. 
Fabric, notions, yarns, threads, 
roving, patterns, books and lots 
more for quilters and fiber artists 
at really low prices! 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Friday, June 14, and Saturday, 
June 15; 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday, 
June 16. 703 S. Second St., La 
Conner. 

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish Library. 
520 Morris St., La Conner. 360-
466-3352. www.lclib.lib.wa.us. 
Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.
•	 Storytime for Children. 11 a.m. 

Fridays. 
•	 Tech Help. 3-5 p.m. Mondays.
•	 Dungeons & Dragons Club. 

3-5 p.m. Tuesdays. No experi-
ence necessary.

Mount Vernon Public Library. 
315 Snoqualmie St., Mount 
Vernon. 360-336-6209, 
mountvernonwa.gov. 
•	 Seedling Storytime: 10:30 a.m. 

Tuesdays. For young ones 
who may be shy.

•	 Board Games: 1-5:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays. Classic board 
games for a variety of ages.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220 
10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-
8067, CityofAnacortes.org.

•	 Family Storytime: 10-11:30 
a.m. Fridays. For ages birth to 
5, siblings welcome.

•	 LEGO at the Library: 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Mondays.

Burlington Public Library. 820 
E. Washington Ave., Burlington. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library. 
•	 Bilingual Storytime: 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Saturdays. For 
ages 6 and under and their 
caregivers. Enjoy stories and 
songs in English and Spanish. 

MUSEUMS
Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum. 703 S. Second 
St., La Conner. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday through Sunday. 
qfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288. 
Current exhibits: 
•	 A Quilted Earth, Marie 

O’Kelley, through June 2.
•	 New Meditation: Silks & Weav-

ings from Melissa Scherrer 
Paré and Audrey Ducas, 

through July 7.
•	 Word Quilts, Janine Holzman. 

through July 28.

Skagit County Historical 
Museum. 360-466-3365 or 
skagitcounty.net/museum. Hours 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday-Sunday. 
Current exhibit:
•	 Signs, Signs, Everywhere  

Signs: The Art of Bob  
Mortenson features the life 
and work of local sign maker, 
graphic artist and painter Bob 
Mortenson of Mortenson Signs 
of Mount Vernon. His signs are 
all over the county. Through 
Sept. 29.

Museum of Northwest Art. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday, noon-5 p.m. Sunday 
and Monday. monamuseum.org, 
360-466-4446. 
 

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle. 
Meets 1-2 p.m. Wednesdays, 
Burlington Senior Center. 
For more info, email yoga-
heartspace0@gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. Meets 
4:30-6:30 p.m. Thursdays, Shel-
ter Bay Clubhouse. No auditions. 
Call Joan at 360-941-7507.

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank. 
Food distribution from 2:30-5 
p.m. every Monday, 602 S. Third 
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878. la-
connerfoodbank.com.

Swinomish Helping Hands 
Food Bank. Food distribution 
from 2-5 p.m. every Thursday. 
Non-essentials every first 

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor

This is the perfect, 
easy to prepare break-
fast, if you have the 
ingredients on hand. 
We don’t eat bacon 
every day. I rotate it in 
and out of our menus. 
I rarely have heavy 
cream on hand, but I 
was lucky. Asparagus 
fresh in season is our 
favorite. This serves 
two or three. 

Ingredients
•	 Asparagus, 4 thick 

stalks
•	 Bacon, 1 thick slice
•	 Onion, two slices
•	 Eggs, 3 large
•	 Heavy cream, 1 C
•	 Ceramic pie dish
•	 Olive oil, 1 T

Preparation
In a sauté pan over 

medium heat, add the 
olive oil. Clean aspar-
agus by floating in a 
bowl of water. Snap off 
hard end of aspara-
gus and freeze to use 

later. Chop asparagus 
into bite-size pieces. 
Cut bacon and onion 
small. Cook bacon, as-
paragus and onion in 
olive oil. Do not over-
cook. Turn off burner, 
set aside. In mixing 
bowl, whip eggs and 
heavy cream. Spread 
the asparagus mixture 
into a ceramic or glass 
pie dish. Pour the egg/
cream mix over the 
asparagus. Bake in 
a 350 F oven for 30 
minutes. Can be refrig-
erated for one day and 
eaten cold. We prefer 
to eat ours warm.

Thursday. 17444 Snee Oosh 
Road, La Conner. 360-856-2211. 
helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

Skagit Valley Humane Society. 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington. 
360-757-0445. Find volunteer 
and donation opportunities online 
at skagithumane.org.

MEETINGS
Skagit Men’s Garden Club. Not 
just for men, everyone welcome. 
Meets 6-8 p.m. first Thursdays 
monthly at Christianson’s Nurs-
ery, 15806 Best Road, Mount 
Vernon. SMGC promotes interest 
in recreational gardening through 
lectures and social gatherings.

Skagit Conservation District. 
Regular board meeting at 7:30 
a.m. every fourth Wednesday at 
district office, 2021 E. College 
Way, Suite 205, Mount Vernon. 
360-428-4313.

Rotary Club of La Conner. 
laconnerrotary.org. Meetings 
6-7 p.m. Mondays at Shawn 
O’Donnell’s restaurant. Optional 
dinner, 5:30 p.m.

Little Mountain Gamblers. 
Gamblers Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. Tuesdays at Mount 
Vernon Senior Center, 1401 
Cleveland Ave.

Skagit Cemetery District 1. 
Regular meetings at 5:30 p.m. 
every second Monday, at Lori 
Buher’s home, 17604 Valentine 
Road, Mount Vernon.

La Conner Swinomish Re-
gional Library. Library board of 
trustees meets at 5 p.m. second 
Tuesdays in the library, 520 
Morris St., La Conner. 

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

Asparagus and bacon frittata
Submit an event
Want to get more eyes 
on your event before 
the next Weekly News 
hits the street? Go to 
laconnerweeklynews.com/
page/community-events-
calendar/105 and submit 
your event!
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Bark • Topsoil • Compost • Mulch • Sawdust • Shavings • 
Cedar Chips • Hogged Fuel • Sand • Gravel • Rock • Recycle Services 

Delivery Large & Small

360-293-7188
12469 RESERVATION ROAD, ANACORTES

WWW.SUNLANDTOPSOIL.COM

Celebrating Our 50th Year in 2024

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm, Sat, 8am-4pm

FREE DELIVERY • ON FULL LOADS • TO MOST AREAS 
STAY HEALTHY! SAVE MONEY! GROW YOUR OWN VEGGIES! 

LIC# SUNLABTO88PL

APRIL 8, 2020 • LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS • PAGE 7

BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
    ARNEST1044BW 

360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.

Proceeds from our 
non-profit shop benefit 

our community.

New arrivals weekly!
Photos posted Thursdays

on our Facebook page

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun 
11am – 5pm

 3rd & Morris, La Conner
Get a thrill from a thrift!

Donations accepted Monday 
1pm - 3pm 

Sale 50% Off!
Women’s Clothing
Tops, Jeans, Pants, 

Skirts, Coats, 
Fitness, Dresses

(Excludes Designer Wear)

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

POLICE BLOTTERPOLICE BLOTTER
SKAGIT COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

360.336.9777  •  Downtown Mt. Vernon  •  skagitfoodcoop.com

May is Made 
for Mmmm!      

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer 
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY • BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
HAND-DIPPED FISH & CHIPS ON THURSDAYS
FRIDAY - SUNDAY: We have delicious burgers

featuring Mesman’s organic beef
19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon

Hours: Thurs.-Sun: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9
Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill

Create your own 
Norman Rockwell-like existence 

Call me:
360-202-4660

 
For Sale

This is no unicorn! 
You can buy a vibrant, 

financially successful, 1,100 print 
run, community-focused mail 

subscription newspaper.
Buy your next job and retire in it.

Finish your career with a flourish. I have. 

Your Independent Hometown Award-winning Newspaper

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS 

119 N. Third St., La Conner

we can,” Geer said.
He noted that Swinomish each 

summer hosts annual prepared-
ness fairs where emergency kit 
items acquired through grants 
and “hard money that the tribe 
provides” are disbursed to the 
public.

The kits are important, stressed 
Geer, because “emergencies are 
not always short-lived.”

Cleary agreed.
“Most stores have three days 

of stock on hand,” she said. “If 
a bridge shuts down for a week, 
you’ll have shortages.”

Geer and Cleary urged their 
audience to develop and regular-
ly practice home emergency and 
escape plans.

“You aren’t prepared until you 
make a plan,” Geer said. “But 
a plan is no good unless you 
practice it.”

Geer said an evacuation plan 
should designate a family meet-
ing area. Those with two-story 
homes would be wise to install 
roll-out ladders. Pet owners 
should know the locations of 
pet-friendly shelters. 

Geer and Cleary also advised 
getting to know one’s neighbors 
and becoming aware of their spe-

cific health care needs in advance 
of any emergency. 

Geer said severe windstorms 
are this area’s most common 
disaster scenario. “It’s what we 
can expect every year.”

But wildland fires increasingly 
worry him.

“At Swinomish, we live in 
12 square miles of woods with 
just two exits,” he said. “If you 
think it’s easy when everyone’s 
trying drive out at the same time, 
you’re wrong.”

The wildland fire threat is real. 
“We’re just now coming up on 

wildland fire season, but about 
three weeks ago we had six 
wildfires pop up in the eastern 
part of the county and it was only 
mid-May,” he said.

Geer will start a supervisory 
position with the Skagit Coun-
ty Department of Emergency 
Management next month, mak-
ing Cleary the “go-to” person 
for emergency management at 
Swinomish. She has an extensive 
background in emergency man-
agement, transportation planning 
and code enforcement.

Geer will remain active locally 
as a Swinomish Police reservist. 
He likewise will discuss emer-
gency management issues here 
when available.

“I’m a nerd on this stuff,” he 
said. “I can talk about it all day 
long.”

Preparedness
. . . (from page 1)

Sunday, May 19
7:26 p.m.: More loose cows – Caller 
said cows damaged a fence and were 
roaming the yard. The caller was advised 
to contact the farmer (who’s also the 
landlord) to fix the fence and recover the 
cows. La Conner-Whitney Road, greater 
La Conner

Monday, April 20
3:48 p.m.: Possible puppy mill – At 
least 20 dogs were found to be mal-
nourished at the location. Animal control 
is currently investigating. Young Road, 
greater La Conner

Tuesday, May 21
7:42 a.m.: Guess what? Cows loose 
– Cattle loose again at the intersection. 
The farmer was contacted by animal 
control and advised that one-strand wire 
was not working and more fencing was 
needed. The farmer put up two more 
stands for a 3-wire fence. La Con-
ner-Whitney and Young roads, greater 
La Conner

Thursday, May 23
4:59 p.m.: Lost and found? – Report of 
an abandoned vehicle. When the deputy 
arrived, the vehicle was gone and no 
longer an issue. Best Road at North Fork 
Bridge, greater La Conner

Friday, May 24
8:12 a.m.: More lost and found – 
Report of a black Audi abandoned near 
the intersection. A deputy arrived and 
found the car had no license plates and 

the VIN code had been scratched from 
the dash, door and engine block. Vehicle 
was impounded and believed to be 
stolen. Fir Island and Best roads, greater 
La Conner

10:25 a.m.: What’s loud and fast? – 
Report of a white Subaru with a loud 
muffler driving over the speed limit on 
Maple. Deputies have been working the 
area and several citations have recently 
been written. Maple Street, La Conner

1:46 p.m.: Fighters flee – Report of a 
fight on the Rainbow Bridge between 
two males. Both subjects left prior to law 
arrival and the call was transferred to 
Swinomish Tribal Police as it happened 
on the north side of the bridge.

5:50 p.m.: Still loud, still fast – Another 
report of the speeding white Subaru. 
Deputies are watching the area and try-
ing to locate the driver. Pioneer Parkway, 
La Conner

7:14 p.m.: Gotcha – Another report 
of the Subaru yielded a license plate 
number. The deputy was able to leave a 
message for the owner about the com-
plaints of speeding and to slow down. 
Laurel Street, La Conner

Saturday, May 25
8:37 p.m.: Suspicious barking dog 
– A caller reported a barking dog near 
a barn. The caller thought this was suspi-
cious as nobody should be in the area. 
A deputy checked the barn and found 
it secure with no dog around. McLean 
Road, greater La Conner

By Bill Reynolds

Strange as it may 
sound today, there was 
a time when having a 
parking problem in La 
Conner meant more 
cars were wanted on 
First Street to spur retail 
shopping – and when 
retail meant purchases 
for home use. 

It was also a period 
when home builders 
were being actively 
recruited to develop va-
cant lots to grow a town 
census that barely rose 
above 625 residents. 

The year was 1957. 
Dwight Eisenhower 

was in the White House. 
The space race was 
launched with Sputnik 
1 orbiting the earth. The 
Fortran computer pro-
gramming language was created. 
And the birth control pill was 
introduced. 

Locally, Rainbow Bridge was 
opened amid formal dedication 
ceremonies that July. Salmon 
weighing 50-70 pounds were 
being caught off Hope Island. 
Dunlap Towing was conveying 
logs on Swinomish Channel. 

Dreams were afloat in and 
around La Conner of developing 
permanent moorage along an 
inviting waterfront for “hundreds 
of boat owners from as far away 
as Seattle.” 

Economic development be-
yond traditional resources-related 
industries such as fishing, farm-
ing and logging was being touted 
for “Little La Conner,” a commu-
nity whose total payrolls and 
bank deposits each flirted around 
$1 million annually but had “far 
greater value than all that as a 
place for pleasant living.” 

La Conner’s Chamber of 
Commerce sought to promote the 
town’s potential with a glossy 
16-page brochure published by 
legendary Puget Sound Mail 
Publisher Pat O’Leary and 
whose orange cover matched the 
color of the new “scenic bridge” 
linking the town and Swinomish 
Reservation. 

The arching span, the brochure 
noted, was already being hailed 
“as one of the most beautiful 
bridges in the nation.” It replaced 
a swing bridge at the west end of 
Morris Street that opened nearly 
5,000 times in 1955 for boat 
traffic to pass through. 

“La Conner’s beautiful new 
high-level bridge,” the brochure 
proudly proclaimed, “is on the 
Scenic Bridge Route which 
includes colorful bridges across 
the south and north forks of the 

Skagit River and the famous 
Deception Pass Bridge. 

“The Scenic Bridge Route,” 
the brochure account continued, 
“offers you views of unparalleled 
beauty. (There are) scenes of 
the green farmland of the rich 
La Conner flats, wooded hills, 
both peaceful and turbulent 
waterways, beautiful beaches 
and picturesque and historic La 
Conner.” 

Nearly 67 years after its 
construction, Rainbow Bridge is 
now somewhat faded in daylight 
but its north side shines brightly 
at night due to lights installed 
during the mayoralty of Ramon 
Hayes, who formerly owned a 
gallery in the First Street build-
ing that previously housed Cecil 
Glenn’s funky Den of Antiquity. 

The Chamber brochure, like 
the bridge, was made to last. 
Several copies remain in exis-
tence, including the one owned 
by local realtor Rebecca Cham-
berlain, who loaned hers to the 
Weekly News. 

With its thick stock cover 
protecting slick pages bearing 
numerous black-and-white pho-
tos of local scenes and detailed 
text outlining the history of the 
town and surrounding environs – 
including the Swinomish Indian 
Tribal Community – the brochure 
sold for 35 cents. The minimum 
wage in 1957, by comparison, 
was $1 an hour. 

The booklet’s pages welcome 
readers to a La Conner which 
then was the epicenter of the 
Skagit Valley Tulip Show (held 
on the school campus the first 
weekend in May); where ply-
wood fishing craft were produced 
at the downtown Channel Boat 
House; and the community’s 
various enterprises, service clubs 

and youth organizations 
were said to offer a “great 
place for real living.” 

The tulip show, the bro-
chure justifiably boasted, 
drew “thousands from all 
over the Northwest” with 
some exhibits in the old 
high school gym con-
taining as many as 5,000 
blooms. 

Among the brochure’s 
gems are photos of fish-
erman Al Herrold holding 
a 62-pound King Salm-
on caught on the north 
fork of the Skagit; tribal 
healer and master carver 
Andrew Joe dancing in 
full regalia; 11-man tribal 
racing canoes on Swin-
omish Channel; and the 
original Swinomish totem 
pole, carved by Charlie 
Edwards, bearing the im-
age of President Franklin 

Roosevelt.
The brochure encouraged visi-

tors to follow “The Totem Trail” 
to La Conner, platted in 1872 by 
J.S. Conner and named for his 
wife, Louisa Ann Conner. In its 
earliest days, readers learned, 
the town was site of Washington 
state Territorial Court sessions 
and a key point on a planned 
coastal telegraph line to Europe 
via Siberia. 

The histories of Town Hall, 
built in 1885 as a bank and the 
Civic Garden Club, constructed a 
decade earlier as a Grange Hall, 
are featured at length. The gar-
den club embraced many uses, 
including as site of public de-
bates, one of whose participants 
was Judge Thomas Burke for 
whom the famed Burke Museum 
at the University of Washington 
is named. 

Burke, according to the bro-
chure, was not the only luminary 
associated with early La Conner. 
Washington governor Henry 
McBride was active here before 
his rise in politics. 

Yet, for all the town’s history, 
the brochure’s focus was on the 
future – one that in hindsight 
could hardly have been predicted 
in the 1950s. 

Now a bustling and popular 
destination point and a crown 
jewel of the Pacific Northwest, 
La Conner nonetheless must 
cope with modern issues such 
as traffic congestion, overflow 
parking, income inequality, 
growth management and limited 
workforce housing. 

The vibe was much different 
in the Ozzie and Harriett years, a 
generation before La Conner was 
discovered. 

“We invite you to come to La 
Conner to live,” the brochure 
offered in a universal plea. “This 
area abounds with beautiful 
home sites and pleasant living.” 

Back in the day —

Pitching La Conner in the 1950s

Moving?
Email 
your 
address 
change 
to 
info@laconnernews.com
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