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A NIGHTTIME PARADE ON THE WATER – Christmas music and loud exchanges of “Merry Christmas” could be heard across 
the water as this year’s boat parade made its way down the Swinomish Channel, bringing light and cheer after sundown. 
              – Photo and text by Nancy Crowell

Cruising into the holiday season
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By Max Drews

“There are a lot of unique things in 
La Conner that you can’t get anywhere 
else,” noted Mark Hulst, director of 
the La Conner Chamber of Commerce 
last Thursday. The Swinomish Yacht 
Club’s annual lighted boat parade may 
be at the top of Hulst’s list.

Once again, the town found every 
parking lot occupied, every restaurant 
full and, perhaps, every hotel room 
booked as evening descended and peo-
ple from across the region crowded the 
boardwalk on the Swinomish Channel 
ahead of the 6 p.m. parade start.

The Chamber’s first time investment 
in TV advertising in King and Pierce 
counties may have played a role in 
increasing day visitors. For overnight 
stays, Hulst said visitors will book 
rooms one year in advance so that they 
are assured a space in their favorite 
hotel. 

By 5:30 p.m., as Hulst predicted, 
spectators started filling space on the 
boardwalk. Ten minutes before six the 
last parade boat made its way to the 
northern end of the channel and ten 
minutes after six a police boat turned 
on its lights and flashed its siren to let 
everyone know the 2022 parade was 
underway. The Swinomish patrol boat 
led the parade with its own version of 
Christmas lights: red and blues. 

The boats that followed were 
decorated with string lights, inflatable 
Christmas icons and more (Santa, 
Snoopy, trees, a fishing pole and its 
fish) and perhaps the most precious 
ornament of all: people. From all along 
the boardwalk everyone could see that 
beyond the decorations, just one pane 

of glass further, the boats were full of 
families and friends. It was a night of 
spectacle for La Conner and its guests, 
but it was for the parade’s participants, 
also. 

This mutual perspective elevated 
the evening from a show to a total-
participation event. “Merry Christmas” 
was thrown freely between the water 
and the land. Cheers went both ways. 
Boaters stood on their decks and 
waved as they passed. 

One of the boats clearly hosted a 
full party. It passed, sending out many 
wordless shouts and hollers. “Come 
over and pick us up!” one woman on 
the boardwalk called out. Two separate 
boats' occupants started a back-and-

forth chant of “Ho-ho-ho” with the 
audience. Elizabeth LaRance, a Shelter 
Bay resident, ran to one of the floating 
docks to compliment a boat before it 
got away. She took pictures and shout-
ed her praises to it before it got too far. 
“I love it, it’s beautiful. This is such a 
great community,” she commented 

Towards the end of the line, in 
a tone that indicated some simple, 
genuine curiosity, a boater called from 
his observation deck: “Do you guys 
all live in La Conner?” At least half of 
the crowd shouted “Yes!” And in the 
ensuing break of silence, one woman 
said “No, I don’t.” 

Boat parade lights up channel and town

By Anne Basye

Larry McCormick has been seeing a lot of dead 
birds. 

“You drive around Best, Calhoun, Bradshaw, 
you see them,” said the La Conner resident, an 
avid hunter. “At one farmer’s field with goose 
decoys out, I picked up 14 dead geese. A guy I 
know counted 81 dead ducks in a ditch on Best 
Road. It’s bad.” 

In a Dec. 8 release, the Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildlife confirmed that it has retrieved 
more than 700 deceased birds of several species 
– primarily juvenile snow geese – from the Skagit 
Bay shoreline between Fir and Camano Islands. 
Samples from these birds are being tested for the 
H5N1 strain Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 
bird flu. 

By Monday, WDFW had collected 800 birds, 
said DFW wildlife biologist Robert Waddell, who 
is based at the La Conner office. Besides mallards, 
swans and geese, they include one great blue her-
on and scavengers like short-eared owls. An eagle 
collected recently tested negative for bird flu. 

“There is lots of uncertainty about the impact to 
scavengers, where this might jump,” said Waddell. 

HPAI was recently confirmed in a raccoon and 
there are concerns about coyotes. Waddell says the 
agency has “been scrambling” to pick up as many 
birds as possible to lessen the chance for avian or 
mammalian scavengers to contract bird flu. 

WDFW is monitoring hot spots on the Fir Island 
Farm Reserve, the dike and the public walkway. 

“We can’t even respond to all the reports 
coming in,” he said. “We have heard from boaters 
and hunters who have seen numerous dead geese 
along the shoreline or beach. We are also respond-
ing to inland reports on farms, little ditches and 
other spots where there can be quite a few birds.” 

Sick and dead waterfowl have been reported in 
Whatcom and northwestern Snohomish counties 
and on Camano Island and Port Susan in Island 
County.

Ailing snow geese are often alone and disorient-
ed, says McCormick. Usually swans move away 
when people approach. Sick birds don’t. 

“Three geese I saw across from Christianson’s 
let me get within 10 feet of them. They tried to fly 
and couldn’t.” 

According to the Centers for Disease Control, 
since early 2022, more than 49 million birds in 
46 states have either died as a result of bird flu 
virus infection or have been culled (killed) due to 
exposure to infected birds. 

The last time avian flu struck the United States, 

Avian flu hits 
waterfowl around 
La Conner, Fir Island

                                                          (continued on page 3)

By Ken Stern

A lot of rain last month, 5.6 
inches, and plenty cold: the daily 
minimum of 31.5 F was 6.5 F below 
the 22 year century average. That is 
a huge difference. The daily average, 
38.4 F, was 5.6 F below the century 
average; and the daily high, 46.6 F, 
was 4 F below that average. Only 
2005 was colder, when the daily 
average was 34.4 F and the daily 
average high a mere 40.6 F.

Five minimum daily temperature 
records were set, early, Nov. 2, Nov. 
9, then mid-month. Nov. 18-20, at 
23.2 F, 23.9 F and 25.1 F, the last 
of nine frost morning, eight with 
temperatures below 29.0 F.

It frosted 17 mornings. Only 

twice was the morning low above 41 
degrees.

The high topped 50 degrees six 
times. Nov 4 was the warmest and 
wettest day, starting out at 43.1 F, 
going up to 55 F.

Almost half the month’s 5.6 inches 
of rain fell that day, 2.4 inches. It 
rained 3.3 inches Nov. 2-4, then 
another 0.5 inches Nov. 7-8. That’s 
67% of the month’s precipitation the 
first week. The month ended wet: six 
days of rain, bringing 1.3 inches. 

Rainfall was an inch above the 
century average but 3.5 inches below 
last year’s record 8.2 inches, when it 
rained 24 days.

This year: 17 days it rained.
Five years since 2015 there has 

been at least 5.6 inches of rain. Ten 

November very cold, pretty wet

THIS FLU IS FATAL – Dead geese can be seen 
along the roads on Fir Island. WDFW has its hands 
full cleaning up dead birds.

– Photo and text by Nancy Crowell
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analyses and statements. 
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Sunday for next issue.
Include your name, 

address and phone number 
for verification. 

Letters are edited for 
civility clarity and style.

Send To
editor@laconnernews.com

From the editor —

– Ken Stern

This newspaper’s for you

An all-electric future without oil is possible

A Citizen's View –
Habitat for Humanity builds homes to solve housing crisis
By Tina Tate

In February of 2022, I took the CEO position at 
Skagit Habitat for Humanity after working for eight 
years in homeless services. I had once been home-
less and hopeless myself. I joined Habitat because 
I felt like I could make more of a difference by 
helping with the root causes of homelessness rather 
than just providing a band-aid. Homelessness is a 
housing issue. In November of 2013, I bought my 
very first home and it changed my life forever, so I 
know what a blessing being a homeowner is. 

Affordable housing has been at crisis levels for 
several years. In the U.S. alone, 1-in-7 families 
spend half – or more – of their income on housing, 
a level deemed severely cost burdened. In Skagit 
County there are few empty apartments: the rental 
vacancy rate is zero percent and rents are up to 
levels never seen before. 

The housing market to purchase has climbed to 
levels so that most people in our community cannot 
afford to own a home. These are people that you 
see every day when you go shopping or eat at a 
restaurant or get your pet groomed because they are 
the people that are working in these places. They 
work at the grocery store, restaurants, retail and 
hospitals. The area median income is over $75,000 
per year and even folks earning that much are 
unlikely to be able to purchase a home in today’s 
market. Most of the residents in Skagit County do 
not earn near that amount. 

We help families in our community that have 

jobs and work hard and still can’t afford rent or 
home ownership. Skagit habitat for Humanity can 
make the dream of home ownership a reality for 
people that are considered low income. We serve 
folks that earn between 30-60% of the area median 
income (AMI). Sixty percent of AMI is $45,000 per 
year. That is considered low income. 

At Skagit Habitat for Humanity:
• We partner with the new homeowners to build 

their homes (yes, they build too). 
• We assist them in financial matters regarding 

the purchase of their home (yes, they buy them). 
• We provide them with a support partner to 

walk them through the whole process and provide 
support for a year or more. 

• They must have a good credit score and have a 
good debt to income ratio. 

• They must have stable employment. 
There is an affordable housing crisis in Skagit 

County and Skagit Habitat for Humanity can 
provide a solution. We are pushing to build more 
houses than ever. We hope to have 12 built by mid-
2025 but land is hard to come by. We hope to work 
with cities on acquiring land and provide affordable 
homes for their residents and people that work in 
their city, so people don’t have to commute as far 
as they have been to get to work. It is what creates 
a healthy and thriving community. 

Habitat’s 41st Home Dedication Ceremony is 
2 p.m. Sunday at Channel Cove, 938 Park Street. 
RSVP for parking instructions: 360-420-3649; 
volunteer@skagithabitat.com.

By Greg Whiting

Let’s update the energy 
independence question: Is it 
possible for the U.S. to develop 
and maintain stable supplies of 
energy, which are not subject to 
significant price volatility or the 
whims of foreign governments, 
and which are simultaneously 
low enough to maintain a mod-
ern, growing society? 

Yes. It is a convenient truth 
that doing so would also substan-
tially reduce America’s carbon 
footprint. 

Eliminating the economic ups 
and downs caused by volatile 
oil prices; achieving security of 
energy supplies; and realizing 
well-publicized environmental 
goals can all be accomplished, as 
follows: Minimize the direct use 
of fuels extracted from the earth, 
especially oil, which is particu-
larly subject to price volatility 
and vagaries of global politics. 
Replace them with renewable 
heat sources and electricity, 
including electricity produced 
with extracted fuels when such 
electricity is cost-effective. When 
gas or liquid fuels are required, 
work towards using biofuels, or 
fuels manufactured using low-

cost electricity. 
Electricity can be produced us-

ing several feedstocks: sunlight, 
wind, moving water, geological 
heat, garbage, biofuels, uranium 
or thorium, coal, gas or oil. If 
one feedstock, like oil, suddenly 
becomes expensive, the industry 
can move to the others, usu-
ally with small price changes, 
because the generation system 
is overbuilt for almost all hours 
in a year and usually has spare 
capacity. 

Utility regulations today allow 
competition between wholesale 
generators. American utilities 
can buy energy on a competitive 
market from the lowest cost pro-
ducer. Computers capable of fast 
grid management and less expen-
sive energy storage systems, are 
enabling utilities to incorporate 
low-cost, but variable and inter-
mittent, solar and wind power 
while maintaining reliability. 

Solar and wind generation 
costs have fallen by 90 to 99% 
over the last 50 years. Solar 
generation panels now cost less 
than $1 per watt, down from 
over $100 per watt in 1973. 
Rechargeable battery costs have 
fallen more than 90%. In 1973, 
lithium-ion batteries didn’t exist. 
Today, they cost less than $200 
per kilowatt-hour, which sounds 
expensive until you consider the 
fact that they can be charged and 
discharged thousands of times. 

Batteries, or hydrogen pro-
duced by using low-cost electric-
ity to split water into hydrogen 
and oxygen, can provide elec-

tricity for cars, trucks and trains. 
Boats and ships also have the 
option of using sails and thus 
being powered, at least in part, 
by wind. 

Lubricants, plastics and fuels 
like gasoline, diesel and kerosene 
can be manufactured without oil 
by using the Fischer-Tropsch 
process, which combines water, 
coal or plant mass and electricity 
to synthesize hydrocarbons. The 
U.S. Air Force has shown that 
modern airplanes can fly using 
such synthesized fuels. 

At 1973’s low oil prices and 
high electric costs and in the 
absence of modern rechargeable 
batteries, fast computers and 
hydrogen fuel cells, none of the 
above made economic sense. 
Today, though, some of these 
strategies do make economic 
sense and cost trends favor the 
others. Wind, solar and battery 
combinations have recently won 
competitions with proposed 
fossil fuel plants to supply power 
24 hours a day, because the 
renewable projects have offered 
lower costs. 

Oil won’t disappear over-
night; this transition will take 
decades to complete. Replacing 
existing buildings and vehicles, 
or synthesizing their fuels will 
take time. Fischer-Tropsch fuels 
usually do not make economic 
sense yet. However, they are 
likely to become economic. Oil 
is becoming more expensive and 
off-peak electricity is becoming 
less expensive.

This is the last week of sending the Weekly News to every 
address in the La Conner School District. This annual subscrip-
tion drive is an economic venture: La Conner News Publishing, 
LLC is a single person corporation, owned by its publisher. The 
Weekly News is a business, aiming to be profit-making. It is not 
its owner’s “boat,” not a hobby business.

What an odd duck industry newspapers are. Back in 1789 
newspapers were so essential, so vital to the fabric of the nation 
that our Founding Fathers wove them into the Constitution, the 
only private, profit-making capitalistic enterprise named, and 
placed first, part of the First Amendment. 

There in the middle is this, joined with citizens’ right to say 
what they please, no “abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press.” The whole thing:

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances.”

The first addition made to the Constitution was to enshrine 
the right to participate, to say and write what is on our minds 
and thus to dissent. We are obligated to be critical thinkers, to 
assess, evaluate, promote better decisions and solutions and 
insist we be listened to.

That is the press’ job, along with you, the people. What trust to 
take in forming a nation's government, to enshrine criticism and 
dissent into the governing documents.

Life is dynamic and change comes through thoughtful criticism 
and the courage of one’s – the masses, actually – convictions. 

The Weekly News is the only Skagit County newspaper with 
its own editorial voice, weekly sharing its analysis of issues in 
your backyard and in front of your governments, school boards 
and homeowner associations. 

The Weekly News does not ask for agreement, but engage-
ment and participation. It wants that between residents, elected 
officials, boards of directors and professional staffs.

The Weekly News trusts its readers, siding with Thomas Jef-
ferson. He wrote: 

“Were it left to me to decide whether we should have a 
government without newspapers, or newspapers without a 
government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter. 
But I should mean that every man should receive those papers 
and be capable of reading them.”

On the editorial page the publisher can be way too serious. On 
every page the purpose is to provide information to the commu-
nity for the community’s own benefit, be it town budgets, sick 
birds, concerts at the Lincoln Theatre, boat parades or any of a 
variety of parades.

In 1789 and 1989, newspapers were the internet of their day. 
But then came the 21st century and the real internet, the future 
of all of us, transforming our lives in ways large and small. 

Newspapers, which depend on their readers, are no longer 
the sole source of information. Are they the best source? This 
newspaper does not provide tomorrow’s tide chart or weather 
forecast and if you ask it a question it will not respond, unless 
you call the office.

The Weekly News aims to be a trusted source, an ethical 
source and always a local source. And, like the art museum, it is 
a curated source. Everything you read is here on purpose, with 
you the reader in mind.

The Weekly News’ future depends on trusting that every per-
son is “capable of reading” these pages and understands their 
value to themselves, their neighbors, children and community – 
communities.

This newspaper’s for you. If you are not a subscriber, take a 
chance on your future and consider becoming one.

Everyone is invited to attend 
Skagit Habitat for Humanity’s 
41st home dedication ceremony 
2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 18 at 938 
Park Street in Channel Cove. 
Walk over or get parking 
instructions by RSVPing to 
360-420-3649 or volunteer@
skagithabitat.com.

The three-bedroom duplex 
volunteers have renovated is 
one of five homes in the 25 unit 
Channel Cove complex Skagit 
Habitat controls separately 
from Skagit Home Trust, the 
community land trust managing 
the development.

Skagit Home Trust invites 
people to attend a groundbreak-
ing ceremony 3 p.m. Dec. 20 for 
five homes it is constructing on 
the north end of Channel Cove. 

Past plans called for Grandview 
Construction building 1,300 
square feet, three bedroom, two 
bath homes 

Completing the development 
near Caledonia Street and Maple 
Avenue has been delayed since 
2019, derailed by the coronavirus 
pandemic and the economic trou-
bles in its aftermath: labor and 
material availability and costs 
and inflation.

Home Trust of Skagit has 
owned the Channel Cove 
neighborhood since 2011. Its 
Mount Vernon properties are the 
Summerlynd neighborhood and 
some scattered housing. 

As a community land trust, 
Home Trust of Skagit, owns the 
land underneath the homes.

Habitat and Channel Cove ceremonies

By Ken Stern

When newspapers close, 
communities lose and democracy 
declines. 

It is happening in Washington 
state. A new study by the League 
of Women Voters of Washing-
ton is blunt: “Local newspapers 
are in crisis.” Since 2004 over 
25 weeklies and three dailies 
have closed, roughly 20% of the 
state’s newspapers.

The impact on communities 
– readers and nonreaders – is 
significant. Citizens are “experi-
encing an explosion of mis- and 
disinformation, creating signifi-
cant challenges for public health 
officials and others. Coverage of 
government agencies and elected 
officials in Washington has 
dropped significantly, as well.”

The report, “The Decline of 
Local News and Its Impact on 
Democracy,” echoes national 
studies, finding with newspaper 
closures a “the loss of the souls 
of communities and the glue 
that holds communities together. 
When newspapers close voter 
participation drops. There is “less 
community engagement and 
greater political partisanship.”

“This is not a journalism prob-
lem. It’s a democracy problem,” 

concludes Benjamin Shors, from 
Washington State University’s 
Edward R. Murrow College of 
Communication.

The study contrasts social me-
dia with journalism, which pro-
vides “information that features a 
systematic discipline of verifica-
tion. That verification not only 
presents facts, but it presents the 
truth about the facts.”

Good newspapers provide 
beat reporting, or “accountabil-
ity reporting,” an “in-depth and 
continuous reporting on city 
councils, county councils or 
county boards of commissioners, 
health departments, schools and 
the like.” This is “the work of 
holding the powerful account-
able,” says the American Press 
Institute 

The League calls newspapers 
a valued institution, serving the 
public good, as are libraries, 
public education, public health 
programs and the justice system.

The 133 page study is rich in 
examples, interviews and specific 
working solutions. It looks at 
philanthropy, non-profits and 
state and federal legislation as 
approaches to fixes.

Read at lwvwa.org/resources/
Documents/Studies/LocalNews/
Decline%2036.pdf.

Losing newspapers in state continues

The Skagit Valley Chorale 
winter concert, “Heralding 
Christmas” is Saturday, Dec. 17 
at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 18 
at 2 p.m. at McIntyre Hall. You 
can purchase tickets online at 
mcintyrehall.org.

Christmas choir 
concert this week
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Good Jobs for the Skagit Valley 
www.portofskagit.com     |     360-757-0011 

Aerospace Manufacturing 
Marine Manufacturing 

Value-added Agriculture 
Broadband Infrastructure 
Economic Development  

General Manufacturing 
Business Aviation 
Outdoor Recreation 

 

And so much more….. 

KERN

FUNERAL
HOME

RECEPTION ROOM
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY

MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”

SENIOR CENTER
at MAPLE HALL

Tuesdays 9-4

ACTIVITIES
SCHEDULE

on Town of La Conner
website

Or call/email
360-855-5440

seniorcenter@townofl aconner.org

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 
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FD 13 permitting for new housing almost done
By Bill Reynolds

If patience is indeed a virtue, 
Skagit County Fire District 
13 Commissioners and staff 
at manufactured home retailer 
Coach Corral have certainly 
earned their way onto Santa’s nice 
list this year.

Commissioner John Doyle 
reported tangible progress in a 
lengthy permit process for the 
addition of a modular housing 
unit at the Snee-Oosh Road 
station at the panel’s meeting 
Dec. 8 

“It’s been a rocky road 
with the permit process,” 
Doyle acknowledged, citing 
“bureaucratic stuff” and changes 
in the floor plan to three 
bedrooms and an office from four 
bedrooms.

“Coach Corral has been real 
patient with me,” he noted, 
“They’ve made some revisions 
and we got resolution yesterday. 
We’re in full compliance now.”

Doyle said the major 
sticking point was accessibility, 
necessitating wheelchair ramps.

Personnel compensation and 

the much-anticipated launch of a 
district community paramedicine 
program were also covered at the 
commissioners’ monthly hybrid 
meeting.

“We’re all aware of inflation 
and its impact,” said Commission 
Chair Bruce Shellhamer. “First 
and foremost for me is that we 
take care of our people to the best 
of our ability.”

The district has twice increased 
compensation for its “shifters” 
to remain competitive with 
neighboring departments.

Fire Chief Wood Weiss said 
fire officials from Tulalip recently 
shared insight into starting 
a community paramedicine 
program here.

“They gave us a lot of good 
pointers,” district medical officer 
Drew Farrell confirmed. “It was 
a helpful meeting. They gave 
us information on how to get a 
program up and running, so we’re 
on the right track.”

Weiss said the district 
paramedicine project expects to 
benefit from grant funding.

“When the grant comes 
through,” said Weiss, “it will 

allow us to move forward with 
full-time positions.”

Emergency management head 
Ted Taylor and Good Morning, 
District 13 coordinator Gary 
Ladd stressed the importance 
of maintaining a HAM radio 
network should the La Conner 
area be hit with an earthquake, 
tsunami or other disaster.

“When you have a major 
catastrophic event like the ones 
Ted frequently talks about, the 
internet, cell phones and power 
all go down,” Ladd said. “When 
that happens, one of the key 
areas for emergency services is 
communication.”

Ladd suggested all full-time 
personnel be trained as HAM 
operators. 

Shellhamer and Weiss agreed.
Taylor advocated for the public 

to log onto mil.wa.gov/alerts 
to learn how to program cell 
phones to automatically receive 
emergency preparation and 
response information.

Weiss reported the district is 
on pace to log over 1,350 service 
calls this year.

OLYMPIA — A Washington 
state appeals court Dec. 6 
upheld virtually all of the ruling 
against initiative promoter Tim 
Eyman in the campaign finance 
case brought by Attorney 
General Bob Ferguson.

After a 2021 trial, a Thurston 
County Superior Court ordered 
Eyman to pay a civil penalty 
of $2.6 million. The court also 
ordered Eyman to pay $2.9 
million to cover the state’s 
costs and fees associated with 
investigating and prosecuting 
the case. Eyman subsequently 
appealed, resulting in today’s 
decision.

The judge ruled that Eyman 
intentionally committed “nu-
merous and blatant violations” 
of Washington’s voter-approved 
campaign finance laws. On 
multiple occasions, the state 
caught him illegally and inten-
tionally concealing hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in 
campaign contributions that 
ended up in his personal bank 

account.
“Yet another court deter-

mined that Tim Eyman engaged 
in an intentional conspiracy 
to conceal political contri-
butions and kickback pay-
ments to himself,” Ferguson 
said. “We appreciate that the 
Court unanimously upheld the 
overwhelming majority of the 
trial court’s ruling, including 
affirming Eyman’s numerous 
egregious and intentional viola-
tions and keeping in place key 
court orders to make it harder 
for Eyman to engage in future 
illegal conduct. Importantly, 
the Court of Appeals ruled that 
the state is the ‘predominantly 
prevailing party’ in this appeal. 
Consequently, the court ordered 
Eyman to reimburse the costs 
we incurred responding to his 
appeal. This is in addition to 
the $2.9 million in attorneys’ 
fees he must already pay, which 
the Court of Appeals upheld.”

Source: Washington Attorney 
General’s office

Tim Eyman must pay $5.5 
million for campaign violations

Fire District Meeting –

Communities in Washington 
and nationwide are experienc-
ing an unprecedented surge 
in viral respiratory illnesses, 
including respiratory syncytial 
virus (RSV), influenza and 
COVID-19. As a result, local 
emergency departments, urgent 
care clinics and walk-in clinics 
are severely strained and many 
have reached full capacity.

“I recommend that everyone 
wear a high-quality, well-fitting 
mask when around others in in-
door spaces to protect yourself 
and others” says Dr. Leibrand, 
Skagit County Health Officer. 
“As a reminder, N95s and 
KN95s provide you the best 
protection.”

Health professionals recom-
mend those with symptoms 
of COVID-19, Influenza, or 
RSV stay home and to test for 
COVID-19 if showing symp-
toms. 

New COVID-19 variants are 
taking hold and immunity from 
past vaccination is waning for 
many people who have not 
received an updated booster 
shot. In western Washington, 
the surge in these viruses is 
resulting in many illnesses, 
with a record number of 
schools reporting more than 
10% absenteeism this fall. 

This impact extends to 
businesses, workers, families 
and our entire community. 
Everyone eligible for the 

COVID-19 updated booster 
needs to get it now. 

Everyone six months and 
older needs to be vaccinated 
against COVID-19 and flu. 
Those eligible for an updated 
COVID-19 booster can go to 
Skagit County Public Health 
for a no-cost, no insurance 
required COVID-19 vaccine.

Schedule COVID-19 updated 
booster appointmentsvatprep-
mod.doh.wa.gov/appointment/
en/clinic/search; 360-416-1500.

Order free COVID-19 at-
home test kits at sayyescovid-
hometest.org/.

Find a flu vaccine provider at 
vaccines.gov.

Source: Skagit County Public 
Health

Wearing masks indoors recommended again 

times since 2011 at least 4.7 
inches came down.

Novembers are historically wet 
in the 21st century. At least 3.5 
inches of rain has fallen 16 years. 
More than four inches of rain fell 
12 times. In nine years, over five 
inches fell and six inches or more 
has fallen five times.

Five years this century less 
than 3 inches of rain has fallen. 
Two of those years were 2019-
2020.

The area is still 2.8 inches of 
rain below average for the year 
against the century average, 
10%, at 25.7 inches.

There is no data for 2003. 
Measurements and data are at 

Washington State University’s 
Mount Vernon weather station on 
Memorial Highway.

Rain. . . (from page 1)

Rain last week, 
Nov. 27-Dec. 3: 0.8”
Rainfall in Nov: 5.6”
Number of rain days: 16
Least rain, one day: 0.01”, 3 days
Most rain, one day: 2.4,” Nov. 4
Least rain: 1.61”, 2000
Most rain: 8.15”, 2021
Average rainfall, 2000-2022: 
4.5” *
* No data, 2003.  
Data from WSU Mount Vernon. 

Rain Report: November

By Bellamy Pailthorp, KNKX 
Public Radio 

A growing legal movement 
seeks to recognize the rights 
of nature. Activists in the 
Northwest are celebrating a first 
here: the city of Port Townsend, 
Washington, recognized the 
inherent rights of Southern 
Resident orcas Dec. 5.

The City’s mayor signed a 
proclamation Monday night, urg-
ing action by local, state, federal 
and tribal governments to protect 
those rights – and the ecosystems 
on which they depend.

“Whereas the Southern 
Resident Orcas are culturally, 
spiritually and economically im-
portant to the people of Washing-
ton State and the world …” the 
declaration begins.

It states that despite legal pro-

tection for nearly 20 years, the 
population continues to decline. 
The species is critically endan-
gered, with only 73 individuals 
left in the wild. And it says their 
rights: “include, but are not limit-
ed to, the right to life, autonomy, 
culture, free and safe passage, 
adequate food supply from 
naturally occurring sources, and 
freedom from conditions causing 
physical, emotional or mental 
harm …”

Kriss Kevorkian is one of 
the activists who worked to 
make it happen, together with 
the Earth Law Center. She’s the 
founder of Legal Rights for the 
Salish Sea and has been working 
to establish rights of nature 
in Washington for six years. 
She said the Port Townsend 
proclamation is “historic” – even 
though she admitted it’s more 

Port Townsend recognizes legal 
rights of southern resident orcas

(continued on page 8)
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Washington State | Profile of a Graduate

Shows confidence
Applies learning
Sets personally 

meaningful goals

Cultivates 
Personal Growth 

& Knowledge
Solves 

Problems

Thinks critically
Demonstrates resilience

Embraces creativity

Communicates 
Effectively  

Works on a team
Collaborates

Navigates conflict

Sustains 
Wellness

Cultivates physical and 
emotional well-being

Fosters empathy 
Builds relationships

Embraces 
Differences/

Diversity

Participates in 
community

Promotes global 
responsibility
Shows cultural 

competency

Masters 
Life Skills

/Self-agency

Takes initiative
Understands financial 

and digital literacy
Accesses resources

A Washington State 
graduate...

THESE PAGES BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE LA CONNER SCHOOL DISTRICT

By Will Nelson, Superintendent
The 2022-23 school year is Year One of our Five-

Year Plan that includes the following focus areas 
detailed below: Equity, Social-Emotional Learning, 
Universal Design for Learning, and Professional 
Learning Communities.

Equity - Our Equity Policy gives us the means 
and direction for providing support to each and every 
one of our students.  We are in the process of creating 
a team that will help build the Equity Procedure 
(the specific tasks and activities that we undertake 
as a district to uncover and address inequities) 
that supports our Equity Policy.  This policy is the 
foundation for everything we do as a district in 
support of students: “Our collective belief is that all 
students have limitless potenital and that together, we 
can create the conditions for all students to succeed” 
(Board Policy 0600). 

Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) – Multi-
Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS) creates structures 
to identify and assist students through increasing 
interventions depending on their level of need. There 
are three progressive tiers of support for addressing 
student needs, each focusing on attendance, social/
emotional well-being, and academics. As part of this 
work, we have adopted a new K-8 SEL curriculum, 
Caring School Community, that promotes intentional 
conversations around social and emotional learning. 
We are also engaging in Positive Behavior Intervention 
and Supports (PBIS) that helps students create and 
understand a framework of expected behaviors and 
accountability for the unexpected behaviors. 

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is a 
framework to improve and optimize teaching and 
learning for all. The framework focuses on three 
principal areas: 1)Engagement, 2)Representation, and 

3)Action and Expression. Our UDL implementation 
plan is designed to address inequities we see in trend 
data; UDL helps teachers identify and remove barriers 
that may contribute to these disparities. As part of 
this work, we are identifying essential standards that 
every student will know and be able to do as they 
progress through the grades in our district. 

Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) 
create structures and provide tools that allow teachers 
to collaborate professionally in support of each 
and every student in our district. Through PLCs, 
teacher teams can spend time really digging to get 
to the root of individual learning needs and support. 
PLC structures guide teachers to utilize common 
assessments aligned with essential standards to see 
where additional learning and reteaching needs to 
take place in order to develop the connections to 
prior learning and to increase academic growth.

By Beth Clothier, Assistant Director of Teaching and 
Learning 

When Secondary Principal Christine Tripp 
attended a recent webinar from the State Board of 
Education, she was intrigued by the work they were 
sharing: a document entitled “Washington State 
Profile of a Graduate.” She noticed right away the 
connection betweeen this document and our district-
wide areas of focus for improving student learning 
outcomes. She shared this document with our 
instructional leadership team. We started to talk about 
what we might want in our La Conner Graduates. A 
few weeks later, we brought this open-ended question 
to the staff: “By the time they graduate, all La Conner 
Learners should be able to…” and asked them to begin 
to define what values, dispositions, and attributes 
they thought all students at La Conner should have.

As a staff, we looked at the State Profile of a 
Graduate and took those ideas into consideration. 
We reviewed our State and National standards that 
we use as the foundation of our teaching. And, we 
also encouraged folks to think about our values as a 
district and as members of the Town of La Conner, 
the Swinomish Tribe, the Skagit Valley, to incorporate 
things that are unique to our diverse community of 
learners. We asked students to contribute, gathering 
lists from kindergarten through high school. The 
result is a wide-ranging list of values and attributes 
from a multitude of voices around the district.

However, our Profile of 
a La Conner Learner cannot 
be completed without 
community involvement and 
input. So, we have taken this 
question to the La Conner 
Co-op Preschool, and to 
the Native American Parent 
Advisory Council (NAPAC) 
for their thoughts. We have 
two meetings scheduled 
this winter (see Upcoming 
Events list) at which we will 
ask for community input 
and feedback to answer the 
same question: what values, 

dispositions, and attributes do you feel all students 
at La Conner should embody? We hope you’ll join 
in this discussion and help us create a Profile of a 
Graduate that speaks to our local community.

Creating this list is only the beginning of this 
process for us. Once we define our profile and the 
6-10 attributes that we all agree on as our “shared 
outcomes” or what we want every single student at 
La Conner to be working toward, then the hard work 
begins. Our next step will be for each grade level and 
each content area to align their standards to these 
values. For example, if one of our shared outcomes 
is “communicates effectively,” then at all grade levels 
and in each of the content areas, teachers should be 
able to identify which learning standards are most 
critical to helping students achieve that goal.

Our goal for this work is this: once we define 
what values we want to instill in our La Conner 
Learners, then we can align our essential standards 
to each of those attributes, and align our lessons to 
those standards. Everything that we teach is therefore 
taught with the intention of helping students achieve 
this vision of them as a learner. 

If this vision (our list of values) is clear to us, 
to students, to families, and to our community, 
then everything we do becomes more coherent and 
cohesive, providing multiple supports to help guide 
each student to become their best version of a La 
Conner Learner.

If you’d like to contribute your thoughts and 
offer suggestions for values we should consider for 
inclusion in our profile, we encourage you to join 
us at either of our upcoming LCSD Community 
Voice Outreach Engagement gatherings: January 
26, 2023 at 6:30 PM (Swinomish Youth Center) and 
Febraury 8, 5:30 PM (Maple Hall). Alternatively, 
you might consider offering your ideas through our 
online form: https://bit.ly/3HbheXA (Case sensitive). 
If you have any questions about the Profile of a La 
Conner Learner, please reach out to Beth Clothier, 
Assistant Director of Teaching and Learning, at  
bclothier@lc.k12.wa.us or 360-466-3171.

Profile of a La Conner Learner

La Conner School District Five-Year Plan

Upcoming Events
• Dec. 16, 9:00 AM - School Board Study Session 
• Dec. 18, 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM - Class of 2025 Gift 

Wrapping Fundraiser - MS Gym
• Dec. 19, 6:30 PM - Native American Parent 

Advisory Committee Meeting (NAPAC) 
Swinomish Social Services staff room/Zoom

• Dec. 20 - Candy Cane Brunch AM. Early Release 
at 11:40

• Dec. 21, 2022 - Jan. 3, 2023 - No School - Winter 
Break

• Jan. 4, 2023, 6:30 PM - NAPAC Swinomish Social 
Services staff room/Zoom

• Jan. 5, 5:00 PM - CTE Meeting with EDASC - 
Zoom - CTE Director Tanya Houle

• Jan. 9, 1:00 PM - School Board Study Session
• Jan. 9, 6:00 PM - Booster Club Meeting
• Jan. 19, 7:00 AM - Candid Conversations and 

Community Coffee with LCSD @ Beaver Tales 
Coffee

• Jan. 23, 5:00 PM - School Board Meeting
• Jan. 26, 6:30 PM - LCSD Community Voice 

Outreach Engagement Meeting @ Swinomish 
Youth Center, 17275 Reservation Rd.

• Feb. 1, 6:30 PM NAPAC Swinomish Social Services 
staff room/Zoom

• Feb. 8, 5:30 PM - LCSD Community Voice 
Outreach Engagement Meeting @ Maple Hall
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360-466-9932 • 702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS! 
OUTDOOR HEATED PATIO

& EATERY, Inc.

Kitchen OPEN Sun. thru Thurs., until 
9 PM / Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

Customer preferred Fish and Chips 
and ChowderEST. 1972 - Family Operated

360.336.9777  •  Downtown Mount Vernon  •  skagitfoodcoop.com

Be Merry!

Ready, Set...

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:00 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

WE ARE NOW OPEN ON MONDAYS!

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer 
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY • BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
HAND-DIPPED FISH & CHIPS ON THURSDAYS
FRIDAY - SUNDAY: We have delicious burgers

featuring Mesman’s organic beef
19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon

Hours: Thurs.-Sun: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9
Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grillwww.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP

High school girls’ hoops team wins three
By Bill Reynolds

Just a handful of games into its 
schedule, the high school girls’ 
basketball team is already in mid-
season form.

La Conner passed crisply, 
defended and rebounded 
tenaciously, repeatedly scored in 
transition and executed its high 
post-low post half-court offense to 
near perfection in an impressive 
73-57 non-league triumph over 
4A Skyline at Landy James Gym 
Saturday.

Ellie Marble scored a game-
high 25 points, Makayla Herrera 
registered a double-double and 
Josie Harper tallied 17 points – 
including a pair of perimeter treys 
– as the team improved to 5-0 
going into last night’s scheduled 
non-conference home battle with 
1A King’s of Shoreline.

La Conner’s double-digit win 
was even more impressive given 
the quality of its opponent.

“They’re really good,” head 
coach Joe Harper said afterward. 
“They can really shoot, especially 
from the corner. And they’re the 
first team that’s come out and 
tried to press us.”

His team handled Skyline’s 
backcourt pressure with little 
difficulty, though, committing just 
two turnovers in the first quarter 
and only five by halftime, at 
which point the Lady Braves had 
built a nice 38-24 cushion.

The hosts received strong 
contributions from their freshman 
backcourt tandem of Maeve 
McCormick and Shaniquah 
Casey. 

McCormick finished with 
eight points, two rebounds and 
an assist. Casey drilled a three-
pointer and dished off three 
assists, just one fewer than Josie 
Harper, who also notched four 
steals for the winners.

Skyline had issues all night 
matching up inside with Marble 
and Herrera.

Marble converted 10 of 15 
shots in the paint and earned 
multiple trips to the foul line, 
where she knocked down five 
of nine free throws. Herrera was 
seven of eight from the floor and 
hit four of six charity tosses for 18 
points and grabbed a game-high 
13 rebounds.

La Conner broke open a close 
contest with a 17-2 run bridging 
the first and second quarters. 
Marble and Herrera combined 
for 15 of the 17 points, a spurt 
highlighted by a deft scoop shot 
in traffic by the 6’-0” Marble.

Skyline managed to cut its 
deficit to nine at 31-22 but the 
Lady Spartans got no closer. The 
home team closed out the half 
with a 7-2 spurt capped by a deep 
trey from Harper off a feed by 
Marble.

La Conner was coming off 
equally convincing victories 

earlier in the week over non-
league foes Blaine and Jackson.

The Lady Braves crushed 
1A Blaine 69-20 on the road 
behind 24 points from Harper. 
Marble and Herrera also landed 
in double figures and Casey and 
McCormick contributing six 
points apiece. 

La Conner thumped 4A 
Jackson 75-31 at home as Harper 
and Marble combined for 58 
points and Herrera posted nine 
points and eight rebounds. Casey 
and McCormick rounded out the 
Lady Braves attack with four 
points each. 

Kennedy Miller reeled in five 
rebounds and had a pair of assists 
for the victors, who meshed 29 of 
56 shot attempts, including six of 
17 beyond the trey arc.

La Conner resumes non-league 
play tomorrow, Dec. 15 with a 
7:15 p.m. tipoff at Kamiak. The 
Lady Braves are scheduled at 
North Kitsap Friday at 6:15 p.m. 
and visit Mount Vernon Christian 
for a rare 3 p.m. matinee date on 
Saturday. 
Boys’ team scores

The boys’ team stood at 2-4 
in pre-league action following a 
50-21 home loss to 1A Meridian 
and two-game split of road tests 
at Auburn Adventist and Rainier 
Christian. The Braves fell 62-50 
to Auburn before rebounding to 
edge the Mustangs 44-39 Friday 
night.

Girls’ youth basketball places 
second in league tournament
By Bill Reynolds

They took silver, but La 
Conner Middle School players 
in the Skagit-Whatcom-Island-
Snohomish-Hoops league girls’ 
basketball tournament here 
Saturday were good as gold in the 
eyes of coaches Robert Hancock 
and Jamie Lam.

The local team, comprised 
of seventh graders, advanced 
through a double-elimination 
bracket before falling to an 
eighth-grade entry in the finals 
of the SWISH championship 
tourney.

La Conner got off to a strong 
start with a convincing 42-20 win 
over Sedro-Woolley.

“I think this group has a pretty 
good story,” Hancock told the 
Weekly News. “We started as 
third graders in a fourth-grade 
league and lost all our games. We 
even had a game we didn’t score 
a point.

Through it all, the fun has never 
been separated from the game’s 
fundamentals.

“We’ve had over 20 girls play 
on our teams and allowed any 

girl who wanted to play,” said 
Hancock.

Saturday’s roster featured 
Maicy Bowles, Annika Keith, 
Olive Klinger, Finley Hancock, 
Reese Bird, Nora McCormick, 
Abi Poulton, Kiona Jenkins, 
Jacqui Lam and Aisley 
Zimmerman.

“They run an offense and play 
hard,” Hancock said. “Skills 
instruction is really important, but 
the big thing is to just let them 
play.”

Players rotated in and out of the 
lineup as they tired while playing 
a fast-paced tempo marked by 
defensive pressure, steals and 
transition baskets.

The strategy worked up until 
the championship round.

“We ended up playing a team 
with eighth graders that was just 
better than us,” Hancock allowed.

Still, good news abounded.
“Our 5th/6th and 4th grade 

teams won their league 
tournaments,” Hancock said. 
“This is the first year we’ve had 
three teams competing at these 
levels.”

Volleyball champions Team of the Month
By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner High School 
state championship volleyball 
team is truly in a class of its own.

The netters were selected 
the Washington Interscholastic 
Activities Association Team of 
the Month for November among 
all 2B athletics programs in the 
state.

“It’s an incredible group that 
worked so hard to improve every 

day and their hard work and 
determination paid off by capping 
their 2022 season with a state 
title,” said head coach Suzanne 
Marble.

La Conner captured league, 
district and state crowns during 
the fall campaign. The team’s 
seniors – Josie Harper, Makayla 
Herrera, Ellie Marble and 
Kennedy Miller – claimed their 
third state championship in 
four years, missing out only in 
2020 when no state tournament 
was held due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The school has held the state 
2B volleyball title since 2018.

The Lady Braves have also 
been champions in the classroom, 
coach Marble noted, posting 
a team academic grade point 
average of 3.7 out of a perfect 4.0.

The WIAA and Les Schwab 
Tire Centers monthly recognizes a 
varsity team for each of the state’s 
six enrollment classifications. 
Team of the Month recipients are 
chosen based on academic and 
athletic performance plus service 
to their respective communities.

As a winner, the volleyball 
team will receive from Les 
Schwab a commemorative trophy 
and $100 donation.

Marble voted 2B volleyball player of year
By Bill Reynolds

Another week, another slew 
of post-season honors earned by 
the state 2B champion La Conner 
High School volleyball program.

As expected, senior outside 
hitter Ellie Marble, who led the 
Lady Braves to their fourth state 
title in five years, was named the 
2B Player of the Year.

The 6’-0” Marble is a top 
Central Washington University 
volleyball recruit.

She dominated play at the 2022 
State 2B Tournament in Yakima 
last month, totaling 92 kills and 
101 digs and was 68 of 72 on 
serve receive over four matches at 
the SunDome.

Marble is joined on the 2B 
All-State first team by teammate 

Makayla Herrera, a 6’-2” senior 
middle blocker, also a major force 
at the net.

That’s not all.
Senior middle blocker Josie 

Harper and junior outside hitter 
Morgan Huizenga garnered 
All-State honorable mention 
recognition.

In another non-surprise, 
Suzanne Marble got the nod for 
state 2B Coach of the Year. 

A member since 2015 of the 
state coaches Hall of Fame, 
Marble has guided La Conner 
to seven state crowns over the 
course of her 30-year career here.

All-State recipients were 
selected by the state coaches 
association.

4 netters named All-State

We would love to see more volunteers in our schools making connections with our communities. 
You can fi nd the volunteer handbook and application on our

website: lcsd.wednet.edu/Page/2311

▪  On committees, such as District 
   Advisory Committee, Career and
   Technical Education, General 
   Advisory  Committee, and others
▪  With athletics or clubs
▪  In an elementary classroom
▪  In our building offi ces

▪  At the Braves Club
▪  As a greeter at our front doors 
   at the start of school
▪  During recess or at lunch
▪  In concession stands
▪  As a tutor in middle or high school

There are many volunteer opportunities in our district: 
The La Conner School District deeply values partnerships with the Swinomish Tribal Indian Community 

and the Town of La Conner. We also value relationships with our community members. In continuing to 
develop relationships, we wanted to connect you with our amazing students, families, and staff through 

opportunities to volunteer. Some of you may already be volunteering, and we are grateful to you for 
lending your support. For those of you who have the time and interest, we would love to have you join us:

                      La Conner School District, THE BRAVES

▪  On committees, such as District 
   Advisory Committee, Career and
   Technical Education, General 
   Advisory  Committee, and others
▪  With athletics or clubs
▪  In an elementary classroom
▪  In our building offi ces

▪  At the Braves Club
▪  As a greeter at our front doors 
   at the start of school
▪  During recess or at lunch
▪  In concession stands
▪  As a tutor in middle or high school
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Saturday, Dec. 17 at 7:30 p.m.
and

Sunday, Dec. 18 at 2 p.m.

Tickets: Reserved seating 
$20-$30; Seniors, Students, 
Military and groups $18-$30

McIntyre box offi  ce
360-416-7727, or

www.mcintyrehall@skagit.edu

1.72ct Oval Blue Zircon in 
14k White Gold Ring, $645

1.38ct Pink Sapphire in 14k 
White Gold Ring, $2025

1.92ct Oval Blue Sapphire 
with Diamonds in 18k White 

Gold Ring, $5894

We have so many excellent choices  
of fine jewelry in stock!

Make this Christmas memorable  
with gifts that will be treasured  

for generations.

Waterford Crystal  
Barware

Great selection of Christmas ornaments, 
barware and gift ware!

Santa is on the Way!

REGISTERED JEWELER   AMERICAN GEM SOCIETY

7th & Commercial in Anacortes Washington
burtonjewelers.com • 888-293-6469 • info@burtonjewelers.com

Extended Holiday Hours:  Mon.-Sat. 10:00-5:30 thru Dec. 23 
Sunday, Dec.  18 Noon-4pm, Christmas Eve 10-4

We encourage you to work with us by appointment for custom design,  
complex jewelry repairs, appraisal questions or personalized shopping experiences.

.33ct Blue Sapphire & 
Diamond Pendant, $1545

Beautiful Christmas 
Ornaments

Complimentary gift wrapping, always.  
Shipping service available.

9- 5 Daily
 

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

SALE!

“People’s
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the May 29th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy

La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

Friday
‘til 7:00

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Hardy Fuchsias

Fuchsia Baskets
Extra large, hanging in 14” cedar pots.

Fuchsia Starts
Upright & trailing starts in 2, 4 & 6” pots

20% off
through May 31st

These old-fashioned Fuchsias come back
year after year, growing  from 2’ up to 8’

tall. Flowers in red, purple, white and pink.
A favorite of humming birds and gardeners

with shade. We offer dozens of varieties 
and have included trailing Fuchsias,

on sale through May 31st.

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this ad in the May 11th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315

Shady Days

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Shade-loving
Tuberous Begonias,

fancy Double Impatiens and
exotic New Guinea Impatiens

20% off
4” Pots

(regularly $4.98)
through May 22nd

Hours:
 9-6 Daily
Fri. ‘til 7

People’s 
Choice

Award-Winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

2x4 col. in. ad proof for 4/30/14.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Fridays
‘ til 7 p.m.

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Basket
Stuffers

20% Off
(regularly $2.49)

through May 11th

Dozens of different premium
annual varieties for planters,

baskets or bedding,
growing in 2-1/4” pots.

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Fridays

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

2x4 col. in. ad proof for 4/30/14.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Fridays
‘ til 7 p.m.

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Basket
Stuffers

20% Off
(regularly $2.49)

through May 11th

Dozens of different premium
annual varieties for planters,

baskets or bedding,
growing in 2-1/4” pots.

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Fridays
Open
Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com 

An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts
Open
Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com 

An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts

Open
Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com 

An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts
www.christiansonsnursery.com

15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Seasonal and
Holiday

gifts and decorations

40-60% OFF

Open 

give the gift of history

P.O.B. 818   501 South 4th St., La Conner, WA
360-466-3365

Museum Hours 11 - 4 Thur. - Sun.

Our sale is buy one Skagit County 
Historical Society Publication, get the 

second for 50% off.

All kinds of great gift ideas at 
the Historical Museum store.

“Steamboat Town” 
$23.95

Early History of the Town of la Conner
By Thomas H. Robinson

1/2 OFF SALE

La Conner history book 
launched at museum
By Bill Reynolds

Few people knew La Conner 
history as well as the late 
Thomas Robinson. Thanks 
to his exhaustive research 
and the editing magic of Carl 
Molesworth, the town’s early 
development is between a book’s 
covers. 

Robinson’s voluminous 
manuscript, “Steamboat Town,” 
which Molesworth, John 
Kamb, Jr. and other members 
of the Skagit County Historical 
Society’s publications committee 
have pored over for about a 
decade, was launched in book 
form last Thursday. 

Kamb moderated the informal 
evening program at the Skagit 
County Historical Museum, 
where copies of the book are 
available for purchase.

He shared highlights of 
Robinson’s life and career. 
Robinson’s parents farmed near 
the intersection of Avon-Allen 
and McLean roads and befriended 
his family. 

He recalled, “My great-aunt 
Margaret grew up with Tom and 
I always looked at him as ‘Uncle’ 
Tom even though they weren’t 
married.” 

Kamb said Robinson was 
“very intellectual” and would go 
on to serve in the U.S. Foreign 
Service and as a professor at the 
University of Maryland. 

But La Conner and Skagit 
County remained much on 
Robinson’s mind. 

He chose La Conner as his 
retirement home, taking up 
residence in a condo unit near 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
and started work on “Steamboat 
Town” between teaching gigs at 
Skagit Valley College. 

He emphasized the early stage 
of La Conner’s settlement, a 
time when commercial water 
transportation on Swinomish 
Channel was king. 

“I read through the original 
draft,” said publications 
committee chair Dan Berentson, 
“and what I thought was a 
powerful part of the book is how 
it follows the money during the 
industrial age. The steam engine, 
railroads and transportation in 
general were taking off. I thought 
it was a realistic take on what 
was happening in La Conner. The 
initial speculators here were keen 
on maritime transportation. In 

the meantime, the railroad got to 
Mount Vernon.” 

In “Steamboat Town,” 
Robinson also chronicles in 
the detailed style of novelist 
James Michener landforms 
and geological features in and 
around La Conner, including 
an explanation why the current 
in Swinomish Channel flows 
primarily from south to north. 

It references early downtown 
businesses and some of the 
characters who frequented the 
waterfront during La Conner’s 
formative years. 

Kamb said the “Steamboat 
Town” manuscript ran about 
1,000 pages. Upon his death, 
Robinson bequeathed the lengthy, 
unedited version of the book to 
the museum on condition that it 
be published, said Kamb, retained 
as personal representative of the 
author’s estate. 

“We thought the material 
was edited and concise,” Kamb 
related. “It wasn’t.” 

Enter Molesworth, an author 
and retired newspaper editor. He 
was tasked with transforming the 
manuscript into a leaner volume 
more user friendly for a general 
readership. 

“Carl did a great job,” Kamb 
said. 

“It was a very academic work,” 
added former Skagit County 
Pioneer Association President 
Dan Royal. “I feel terrible that 
Tom died before he could see it 
printed. He was a really good guy 
and left us a great legacy with this 
book. People are always asking 
about the history of La Conner’s 
early days.” 

Berentson said a strength of 
“Steamboat Town” is that it 
presents a realistic rather than 
nostalgic perspective of historic 
La Conner. 

That doesn’t surprise Kathy 
Brosnan, a student of Robinson’s 
at SVC. His command of facts 
was unrivaled, she said. 

“You could ask him anything,” 
said Brosnan, “and he would talk 
and talk. The information that he 
had was amazing.” 

And what Robinson knew 
of La Conner he has shared in 
perpetuity. 

Kamb, for one, plans getting 
the word out ASAP via his 
holiday shopping list. 

“It’s really good stuff,” he said 
of the book, “and will make a 
perfect Christmas gift.” 

Karla Bonoff holiday concert at Lincoln Theatre
By Marissa Conklin

Stroll down to the Lincoln 
Theatre in Mount Vernon next 
Thursday, Dec. 22 at 7:30 p.m. 
to attend a holiday live music 
concert from world renowned 
musicians Karla Bonoff and 
Livingston Taylor. 

Their performance, titled 
“Home for the Holidays,” will 
feature Christmas classics, songs 
from Bonoff’s latest compilation 
album “Silent Night” and both 
musicians’ greatest hits. 

Bonoff grew up in Los Angeles, 
California playing various 
instruments. At 15-years-old 
she was already a songwriter 

looking to pursue a career in 
music. Bonoff said she fell into 
this path because of her interest 
in playing guitar and growing up 
in an entertainment-centered city 
like LA. 

“It was the right place and right 
time,” she said. 

Bonoff is known for writing 
hit songs for famed artists, 
including “Tell Me Why,” 
covered by Wynonna Judd; “Isn’t 
It Always Love,” covered by 
Lynn Anderson and more. Bonoff 
also wrote music for movie 
soundtracks, including 1984’s 
“Footloose” and “About Last 
Night,” released in 1986. 

During the COVID-19 

pandemic, Bonoff recorded her 
holiday album “Silent Night.” She 
knew it would be “fun to go out 
and play songs from the album” 
when the world opened back up. 
After its release in November 
2021, she hit the road. 

Having a long and sustainable 
career touring for over 40 years, 
Bonoff has performed at many 
historical venues. She revealed 
her most memorable venue was 
playing at the Colonial Theatre in 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts, in the 
Berkshires. It was built in 1903. 

For tickets for Bonoff and 
Taylor, visit lincolntheatre.org. 
More information about Bonoff is 
at karlabonoff.com.

‘TIS THE SEASON FOR SINGING, AND SWINGING, TOO – Friday and Saturday the Shelter Bay Chorus 
(top) performed their annual holiday chorus at their community’s clubhouse. The 31 member chorus sang 
13 songs to the theme of “Peace on Earth.” Last Wednesday the La Conner Schools middle and high school 
choruses and band played to a full auditorium of family, friends, teachers and fellow students. Music Director 
McKenzie Clark led the middle school symphonic band, above. They played selections from their band 
method book.            – Photos by Ken Stern, top, and Madoc Hiller

Local choir concerts commence

ONLINE GO TO:
www.laconnerweeklynews.com
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AGENDAS LEGAL NOTICES

A n s w e r s  t o  D e c e m b e r  14  p u z z l e s

Moving?
Email 
your 
address 
change 
to 
info@laconnernews.com

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

.

FELICIA VALUE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

360-466-2088
PRACTICE EMPHASIZING

WILLS, TRUSTS & PROBATE

413 B Morris St.  La Conner  

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

Save Time, Save Money 
Save the Enviroment 
with digital invoicing

Send your email address to
info@laconnernews.com      

and your next invoice will 
be delivered to your inbox.

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

WE ARE EXPANDING OUR 
AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY:

• LARGER PRINT AD PLACED WEEKLY
• APPEAR IN OUR ONLINE BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$225 PER QUARTER
LONG TERM CONTRACT DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

Scott A. Price
Financial Advisor

708 E. Morris St. Ste C
La Conner, WA 98257
360-466-2933

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON FOR 

SKAGIT COUNTY
DWANE E. PORTER & 
STEPHANIE L. PORTER, 

h/w Plaintiff vs.
ALL PERSONS UNKNOWN 
CLAIMING ANY INTEREST 
IN OR TO THE SUBJECT 

REAL PROPERTY
Defendants. No. 22-2-00832-
29 SUMMONS BY PUBLI-

CATION
THE STATE OF WASHING-

TON TO: ALL PERSONS 
UNKNOWN CLAIMING 
ANY INTEREST IN OR TO 
THE SUBJECT REAL PROP-
ERTY, Defendants:
You are hereby summoned to 

appear within sixty days after 
the date of the first publication 
of this summons, to wit, with-
in sixty days after the 9th day 
of November, 2022, and de-
fend the above entitled action 
in the above entitled court, 
and answer the complaint of 
the plaintiffs, and serve a copy 
of your answer upon the un-
dersigned attorney for plain-
tiffs at his office below stated; 
and in case of your failure so 
to do, judgment will be ren-
dered against you according to 
the demand of the complaint, 
which has been filed with the 
clerk of said court.
The object of this action is to 

quiet title to certain real prop-
erty, located in Skagit County, 
Washington, and described as 
follows:
That portion of the platted 

alleyway appurtenant to Lots 
1-6 inclusive, and that por-
tion of the platted alleyway 
appurtenant to Lots 28-31 in-
clusive, Block 19, “TOWN 
OF McMURRAY, SKAGIT 
COUNTY, WASHINGTON”, 
as per the plat thereof record-
ed in Volume 2 of Plats, page 
107, records of Skagit County, 
Wash.
EXCEPT any portion thereof 

that may lie within the right-
of-way of the P.S. Pulp & 
Timber Co., a Delaware cor-
poration, as conveyed by the 
English Lumber Co., a Wash-
ington corporation, by instru-
ment dated January 1st, 1945 
and recorded November 3rd, 
1948 under Skagit County Au-
ditor’s File No. 424512.
(P75144 & P75146)
DATED: November 2nd, 

2022.
CRAIG SJOSTROM #21149

Attorney for Plaintiff
1204 Cleveland Ave.
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
(360) 848-0339
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Nov. 9, 16, 23, 
30, Dec. 7, 14, 2022.

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE STATE OF WASH-
INGTON IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SKAGIT IN 
PROBATE No. 22-4-00577-
29 PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS RCW 11.40.030
In the Matter of the Estate of 
MILDRED JUNE LANDRY,

Deceased.
The personal representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative or 
the personal representative’s 
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim 
and filing the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced.  The claim must 
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 

Promo Number: 285

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Offer valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading 
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally 
installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative 
for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 CSLB# 1035795 Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Reg-
istration# C127230 License# 559544 Suffolk HIC  License# 52229-H License# 2102212986 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 
2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 License# 50145 License# 408693 Registration# 
13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 
423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

1-888-360-1582CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

% %
OFF OFF20 +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIORS &  
MILITARY!

10 FREE GUTTER 
ALIGNMENT +  
FREE GUTTER 
CLEANING*

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(888) 674-7053

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

Prepare 
for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

PAYMENT OPTIONS

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR

 SKAGIT COUNTY Estate of 
Charles Elmer Brown, 

Deceased Probate No. 22-4-
00588-29 Dated: November 
23, 2022. PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS 
(RCW 11.40.030)

The personal representa-
tive named below has been 
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate. Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative or 
the personal representative's 
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim 
and filing the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim must 
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
*RCW 11.40.020(1) (c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent's 
probate and nonprobate assets. 
DATE OF FILING COPY 

OF NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS with the Clerk of the 
Court: December 6, 2022 
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-

TION: December 7, 2022 
PR: /S/ Gale Hickok Address 

of PR 1301 Riverside Drive, 
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Attorney: William G. Knud-

sen WSBA #6064
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Dec. 7, 14, 21, 
2022.

Instagram
@laconnerweeklynews

Facebook
@laconnerweeklynews

11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of filing copy of NO-

TICE TO CREDITORS with 
Clerk of Court: 11/21/2022.
Date of first publication: No-

vember 30, 2022.
Richard Torset

Personal Representative
LAW OFFICE OF COLE & 

GILDAY, P.C.
By Robert R. Cole
WSBA #10936
Attorney for Personal Repre-

sentative
10101 270th St NW
Stanwood, WA 98292
Office: 360-629-2900 or FAX: 
360-629-0220
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Nov. 30, Dec. 7, 
14, 2022.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 22-4-00597-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
In the Matter of the Estate of

Alice Marie Kammenga, 
Deceased.

The personal representative 
named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate.  Any person 
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below, a copy of 
the claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate as-
sets.
Date of first publication:  De-

cember 14, 2022
John E. Kammenga 

Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
LAURA MINTON BRECK-
ENRIDGE, WSBA #16140
Attorneys for Personal Repre-
sentative
P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway 
Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Dec. 14, 21, 28,  
2022.

NOTICE OF RECEIVERSHIP
SUPERIOR COURT OF 

THE STATE OF WASHING-
TON, COUNTY OF SKAGIT
Commercial Aircraft Interi-

ors, LLC, No. 22-2-00860-29.  
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that 
on November 15, 2022, Turn-
ford Restructuring Group was 
appointed as General Receiver 
for Commercial Aircraft Inte-
riors, LLC, whose last known 
address was 1415 Pacific 
Drive, Burlington, WA 98233. 
Counsel for the Receiver is 
Christine M. Tobin-Presser, 
601 Union St., #5000, Seattle, 
WA 98101. In order to receive 
any distribution, should funds 
become available, you must 
submit a proof of claim no 
later than January 18, 2023.  A 
Proof of Claim form may be 
obtained by request to Paula 
Sutton at psutton@bskd.com 
and when completed, must 
be emailed to psutton@bskd.
com.  
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Dec. 14, 21, 28,  
2022.

MEETING NOTICE 
TOWN OF LA CONNER 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
Tuesday, December 20, 2022 
6:00 p.m. Location Lower Ma-
ple Center 104 Commercial 
Street, La Conner, WA And by 
Zoom. Information below and 
on the Town website
Agenda
1. CONVENE
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

(Topics not otherwise on the 
Agenda) – Time Limit 3 Min-
utes
3. MINUTES
Approve minutes from the 

October 18, 2022 meeting
4. OLD BUSINESS 
Status Report: 306 Center 

Street
5. NEW BUSINESS
Staff Presentation on 2023-

2025 Comprehensive Plan 
Update
6. CLOSING COMMENTS
Meeting ID: 871 6250 5257
Passcode: sL9k04

50 million birds died in 
21 states. But over twice 
as many states have been 
affected this time. 

Locally, juvenile snow 
geese seem to be the hard-
est hit. 

“Avian flu is a disease 
that all waterfowl live 
with,” said Waddell, “but 
juvenile snow geese don’t 
have the resistance that 
adults have. This highly 
pathogenic strain can do a 
lot of damage to adults as 
well. 

“It’s tough to see and not 
an ideal situation, but we 
have a robust snow goose 
population and as a depart-
ment we are not concerned 
about an overall negative 
impact.” 

WDFW says that bird 
flu spreads among birds 
through saliva, nasal secre-
tions, feces and contaminat-
ed surfaces. It is not easily 

transmissible from birds to 
people. 

While the agency rec-
ommends that people not 
handle sick or dead birds, 
“if you have a bird in your 
yard and don’t want your 
pet or child getting exposed 
to it, then wear gloves and 
dispose of the bird in a 
black plastic garbage bag,” 
said Waddell. “Discourage 
your dog from picking up a 
dead bird or running up and 
grabbing a sick bird.” 

WDFW says that for 
hunters, waterfowl and oth-
er birds that appear healthy 
or are actively flying likely 
present minimal risk but 
should be cooked thorough-
ly before consumption. 

Goose hunting opened 
again Dec. 10 and will 
remain open until Jan. 29. 
McCormick plans to keep 
hunting – but he will only 
hunt for adults. 

“I won’t have anything 
to do with the juveniles,” 
he said.

Flu. . . (from page 1)

about shifting 
consciousness than 
anything else, for now.

“It’s recognizing that 
we all have inherent rights 
to thrive and that we are 
all connected,” Kevorkian 
said.

“It’s not new. This has 
been around forever and 
we’re just following. We’re 
finally catching up to 
indigenous and native wis-
dom. It’s like this wakeup 
call that people are finally 
catching on. Oh, yeah. 
We definitely need to start 
respecting nature.”  

The hope is that more 
cities and counties and 
eventually the state will 
adopt similar legislation. 
If more governments 
recognize the rights of 
orcas, that could lead to 
policy changes, Kevorkian 
said. These might include 
dam removal on the Lower 
Snake River, to provide 
more of the salmon that 
orcas need to survive.

Published Dec. 7, 2022 
by KNKX: knkx.org/en-
vironment/2022-12-07/
port-townsend-recogniz-
es-legal-rights-of-south-
ern-resident-orcas

Orcas. . . 
(from page 3)

Once the last boat 
passed and floated down 
towards Shelter bay, the 
crowd broke and people 
quietly found their ways 
back to their cars or dinner 
tables. The La Conner Pub 
& Eatery had turned out 
the indoor lights closest 
to the waterside for the 
benefit of their patrons’ 
view. But despite the 
boats’ eventual encore as 
they returned north, the 
Pub’s lights came back on. 

“They’re coming back! 
They’re coming back!” 
a voice outside said just 
moments after the crowd 
had dissipated. 

This was “the quintes-
sential night for family 
and friends,” reflected 
Daniel Castillo, a father 
and a teacher at La Conner 
School District.

The line of traffic leav-
ing town was long and lit 
red and packed from the 
roundabout to Nasty Jack’s 
for some time. In a back-
wards way, perhaps it’s a 
good omen for next year’s 
turnout.

Parade. . . 
(from page 1)

Friday, December 16, 2022
Regular Board Meeting 9:00 
a.m. District Office Board 
Room and Zoom - 9:00 a.m.
1. Opening Items
A. Call to Order - 9:00 AM
B. Flag Salute
C. Roll Call
D. Approval of Agenda
2. Consent Agenda
A. Approval of Minutes
B. Accounts Payable and 

Payroll
C. Personnel Actions
D. Contracts, Agreements, 

Other
3. Public Comment
4. Action Items
A. Election of Board Officers
B.
Resolution No 23-05 Wah-

kiakum SD Financial Assis-
tance
5. Discussion Items
A. Reader Board
B. Financial Update
C. Review WSSDA Self As-

sessment Survey Results
6. Closing Items
A. Board Member Reports
B. Future Meetings Listed 

Below
C. Adjourn
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

ART & THEATRE

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank. Food 
distribution every Monday from 2:30–5 
p.m. 602 S. 3rd St., La Conner. 360-488-
3878. laconnerfoodbank.com.
Skagit Valley Humane Society. 18841 
Kelleher Rd, Burlington. 360-757-0445. 
skagithumane.org. Operating by appt. 
only at this time. Find volunteer/donation 
opportunites online. 
Skagit Land Trust.

Samish Miles Work Party. Dec. 16, 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. at 10602 Halloran Rd, 
Bow. Visit skagitlandtrust.org for more 
info.

SERVICE & VOLUNTEER

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish Library. 
520 Morris St, La Conner. 360-466-
3352. lclib.wa.us. Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.

Storytime. Every Friday at 11 a.m. 
Anacortes Public Library. 
360-299-8067, CityofAnacortes.org. 
1220 10th St, Anacortes.

Tech Help. Every weekday at library 
front desk. 11 a.m.–1 p.m. Drop-in for 
hands-on help.

Movie and Craft. Dec. 20, 11 a.m.–1 
p.m. Fun for the whole family.
Mount Vernon Public Library. 
360-336-6209, mountvernonwa.gov. 315 
Snoqualmie St, Mount Vernon.

Virtual Reality. Every Saturday 10 
a.m.–1 p.m. Must be 18 or older.

Baby Storytime. Every Friday 10:30-11 
a.m.
Burlington Public Library. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov. 820 E 
Washington Ave, Burlington. 

Fragrant Shrubs for PNW Gardens. 
Dec. 15 at 6 p.m. Presented by Diana 
Wisen, WSU-Skagit Master Gardener.

MUSEUM EXHIBITS
Museum of Northwest Art. Open 
daily 10 a.m.–5 p.m. monamuseum.
org, 360-466-4446.

Exhibit: Consonance by Richard 
Nash. Through Feb 5, 2023.

NOT TO BE MISSED

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle.

Meet every Wednesday. 1- 2 p.m., 
Burlington Senior Center. Beginners 
and all ages are welcome. Loaner 
ukes available. For more info, email 
yogaheartspace0@gmail.com.
McIntyre Hall.
2501 E College Way, Mount Vernon. 
360-416-7727. mcintyrehall.org. 

Holiday Treasures. Dec. 22, 7 p.m. 
Fidalgo Youth Symphony. Purchase 
tickets online.
Skagit Valley Chorale.

Heralding Christmas Winter Concert. 
Dec. 17, 7:30 p.m. and Dec. 18, 2 
p.m. at McIntyre Hall. More info at 
skagitvalleychorale.org.
Buxton’s.
1904 Commercial Ave., Anacortes. 
buxtons.co. 

Yule Bizarre. Dec. 17, 6-10 p.m. 
Tickets are $25. 

Jingle Jazz. Dec. 16, 7-9 p.m. 
A’Town Big Band performs your favor-
ite Christmas music. Free admission.

MEETINGS
Town of La Conner
204 Douglas St, La Conner. 360-466-
3125. Zoom info @Townoflaconner.
org/calendar.    

Planning Commission. Dec. 20, 6 p.m. 
at Maple Hall and Zoom.

Town Council. Dec. 27, 6 p.m. at 
Maple Hall.
La Conner School District
305 N 6th St, La Conner. 360-466-
4113. lcsd.wednet.edu.

School Board Special Meeting Study 
Session. Dec. 16, 9 a.m. board meet-
ing room.
Skagit Conservation District 2021 
E. College Way #203, Mt. Vernon. 
360-428-4313. Zoom info @ skagitcd.
org. 

Board meetings. Every fourth 
Wednesday 7:30–9 a.m. 

Rotary Club of La Conner. 
laconnerrotary.org. Meetings Monday, 
6–7 p.m. at the Farmhouse restaurant 
- optional dinner at 5:30 p.m.
Skagit Cemetery District One. 

Regular meetings. Every second 
Thursday, 5 p.m. at Lori Buher’s 
home, 17604 Valentine Rd., Mount 
Vernon.
Little Mountain Gamblers. 

Gamblers Anonymous. Every Tuesday, 
6:30 p.m. at Senior Center in Mount 
Vernon. 1401 Cleveland Ave. Any ques-
tions, call Washington State Gamblers 
Anonymous hotline at 855-222-5542.

GalleryW.
101 N 1st St, La Conner. 360-265-2374. 
galleryw.art 

Exhibit: “Connected” featuring 
Sherry Ying Ruden. Through Feb. 26.

Art White Elephant. Dec. 17, 7-11:30 
p.m. An evening of friends and fun ex-
changing and stealing creative gifts.
Lincoln Theatre.
712 S 1st St, Mount Vernon. 360-336-
8955. lincolntheatre.org. 

Live theatre: Frozen Jr. Through 
Dec. 17 at 7 p.m. and 2 p.m. on 
Sundays.

This is a rich dense bread and takes a good long while to bake. 
Persimmons are remarkably easy to work with. The skin remains firm 
as you scoop out the pulp. Tasty, too, when ripe. I prepared the bread 
pan by my tried and true method. I use shortening and apply with my 
fingers, covering the corners well. 
Ingredients
• Persimmons, 4 ripe
• Butter, ¾ cup, room temperature
• Sugar, 1 and ½ cups
• Eggs, 2
• Vanilla, 2 tsp
• Flour, 2 cups
• Salt, ½ tsp
• Baking soda, ½ tsp
• Baking powder, 1 tsp
• Cinnamon, 1 tsp
• Pecans, 1 cup chopped
Preparation

Cut the top of the persimmons and scoop out the pulp. Four 
persimmons creates about one and a half cup pulp. Add to a 
blender and purée. For the next steps, I used a stand-up mixer. 
Put butter into the mixer bowl and soften. On a low setting, I added 
the sugar. Then the eggs, one at a time. Then the vanilla and 
the persimmon purée. When mixed, turn off the mixer. Next, in a 
separate bowl, sift together the flour, salt, baking powder, baking 
soda and cinnamon. Remove the mixing bowl from the stand mixer. 
Gently stir the flour mixture in with the wet ingredients. Add the 
pecans and stir until just mixed. The bread pan is greased with 
shortening. Put the bread batter into the bread pan. Bake at 350 F 
for two hours. Beginning at one hour, I checked it every half hour. 
Once I took it out of the bread pan by turning it upside down on a 
rack. The center was not done. So I tried flipping it, with my hands, 
back into the bread pan. It split in half. I managed to pick up both 
halves and the center pieces that broke off; and put back in the 
bread pan. The bonus of that happening is I could clearly see when 
it was fully baked. 

AqiimuksKitchen@outlook.com

Persimmon Pecan Bread
By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor.

Puzzle Answers Page 8

Classified ads now in print and online • same low price
Submit your ad by Sunday noon for next issue publishing • laconnerweeklynews.com/classifiedads or 360-466-3315

CLASSIFIEDS

JO’S HEALING HANDS. Santa said 
you have been nice so treat yourself to a 
massage. Call Jo’s Healing Hands LMT 
at 360-708-2022.

FIND YOUR CHURCH CONNECTION 
at Skagit Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship. Our welcoming and loving 
congregation promotes spiritual growth, 
justice and cares for the planet. Sunday 
services at 10:30 a.m. in person and on-
line Please request a link to the service: 
skagituu@gmail.com. Address: 500 W 
Section St, Mount Vernon.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE with a $325 

classified listing or $1600 for a display 
ad. Call this newspaper or 360-344-2938 
for details. 

ATTENTION: OXYGEN USERS. 
Gain freedom with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator! No more heavy tanks & 

refills! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. 
Receive maximum value of write off for 
your taxes. Running or not! All conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call for details, 
855-635-4229.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
today with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 money down + low 
monthly payment options. Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

Fidalgo Dance Works.
Winter Celebration. Dec. 17, 6-7:30 

p.m. at Brodniak Hall, 1600 20th St, 
Anacortes. More info at fidalgodance-
works.org.
Bellingham Vegan Winter Market.

Dec. 18, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at 1213 
Cornwall Ave, Bellingham. Food, 
holiday gifts, raffle, and more. More 
info at bellinghamvegfest.org.

POLICE BLOTTERPOLICE BLOTTER
SKAGIT COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Monday, December 5

11:26 a.m.: Lost dog – A gray and 
white pit bull got loose at a service 
station and the owner has not seen 
it since. Young Rd., Greater La 
Conner.

Tuesday, December 6
3:37 p.m.: Cut fuel line – A fuel line 
on a service van parked at Astound 
Broadband was cut sometime 
last week. It appeared a suspect 
caused the damage to the van while 
attempting to siphon gas. A suspect 

has not yet been identified. Maple 
Ave., La Conner.
6:24 p.m.: Intoxicated at game – 
An intoxicated spectator at the high 
school basketball game was being 
disruptive to other fans during the 
game. The subject was contacted 
by police and escorted off school 
property. 6th St., La Conner.

Saturday, December 10
2:03 p.m.: Suspicious individual – 
A subject in the parking lot near the 
bus stop was yelling obscenities and 

Exhibit: Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls, 
Honoring our Stolen Sisters. Through 
Feb 5, 2023.

MoNA Collection: New Acquisitions. 
Through Feb 5, 2023.
Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber Arts 
Museum. Hours: Wed-Sun 11 a.m.–5 
p.m. qfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288. 
703 S Second St, La Conner.

Exhibit: Celebrating 25 Years - 
Treasures from the permanent collec-
tion. Through Jan. 29. 
Skagit County Historical Museum. 
360-466-3365 or skagitcounty.net/
museum. 
Hours: Thurs-Sun 11 a.m-4 p.m.

causing a disturbance. The subject 
was trespassed from the location by 
law enforcement and given a ride 
to the transit station. Morris St., La 
Conner.
2:58 p.m.: Struck deer – A vehicle 
traveling over the bridge struck a 
deer that was in the roadway. There 
was minor damage to the vehicle 
and no injuries to the driver. The 
deer was removed from the roadway. 
Rainbow Bridge, La Conner.
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The Slider Café
DINE IN or TAKE OUT
Wed. - Mon.   7AM to 3PM 

Dec. 24th, OPEN, 7am-12:30pm 
Dec. 25th, CLOSED

Dec. 26th, OPEN, 7am-3pm

360-466-4466
313 Morris St.
La Conner

Happy
Holidays
 

the slider Café 
Happy Veteran’s Day! 

Open Wed – Mon 
7am – 3pm  

Dine in, take out or curb side 
Solving the world’s hangry issues 1 meal at a time 

Solving the world’s 
hunger issues 

1 meal at a time.

Try our delicious beverages!

We feature La Colombe coffee, as seen on the TV 
shows Dangerous Grounds and Uncommon Grounds.  
Watch La Colombe’s owner travel to remote locations 
in search of the very best coffee.

Coffee, tea, hot chocolate and art now at 106 S. 1st Street, La Conner.
Yes, we still have candles.

RAVEN’S CUP COFFEE & ART GALLERY

Reclamation
CANDLE COMPANY

We also are thrilled to have Mt. Vernon’s own 
award-winning Forté chocolates, both in bars and 
as powders for sipping chocolate.

We’re adding art from here and from six continents, with a Pacific Northwest vibe.
New items daily!

Fine Feathered Fine Feathered 
FriendsFriends

NATURE STORENATURE STORE
HAPPY HOLIDAYS

101 N. First St. La Conner
360-399-1610

It’s Beginning To Look A Lot Like Christmas!

THE UFF DA SHOPPE
Open Daily 11to 4 • 8820 Viking Way, Stanwood • (360) 629-3006

Happy Holidays, Shop Local

E, 201 Morris Street, La Conner
360-466-0555         www.santocoyotemexican.com

Happy Holidays

Simple Elegance and a Serious Touch of Whimsey

GALLERY & GIFTS
620 S. First St. , La Conner

360. 466.1920

����� �����

����� �����Gifts Gifts
Gifts

Gifts Gifts

Gifts

Beaver Tales Coffee celebrated 
the one-year anniversary of its 
retail coffee shop, tea house and 
cultural gift shop at 602 Morris 
St., on November 18, 2022 with 
an open house and community 
thank you event.  “What an 
incredible year it has been! We 
could not have done this without 
the people of La Conner and our 
loyal customers and friends. We 
are truly blessed to live and work 
in this community. Our vision for 
this space has come to life and 
it is growing! It is so exciting to 
see it all come together, and we 
have big plans for 2023,” said 
Owners Michelle Calvin, Ah 
Dah Neik, Adopted Tlingit and 
Tony Cladoosby, Spah Kia Kud, 
Swinomish Tribal Member. 

Beaver Tales Coffee ships 
fresh locally roasted coffee 
and indigenous merchandise 
nationwide and to Canada. They 
offer FREE delivery of roasted 
coffee and merchandise in Skagit 
County and now offer a coffee 
subscription service, loyalty 
rewards program and free coffee 
rewards. See their offerings at 
BeaverTalesCoffee.com.

Beaver Tales Coffee has been 
serving customers in Skagit 
County and nationally since 

April 2019. This new location 
has allowed them to enhance 
their offerings and bring their 
services to a broader customer 
base. The company offers a wide 
range of products and services 
designed to honor the spirit in 
which the company was founded. 
They feature fresh roasted coffee, 
blended teas and authentic 
indigenous artwork and products. 
They promote local artists 
and are planning educational 
programming and workshops 
for the upcoming year. They 
recently launched a new podcast 
series in partnership with Meyer 
Sign – Tales of the Magic Skagit 
called Beaver Tales. This is a 
podcast series by, and about, the 
first peoples of the Skagit Valley 
and discusses topics related to 
indigenous culture and how we 
may bridge the gap between the 
first and new peoples living on 
this land we call home. The series 
is co-hosted by Michael Boss, 
the producer of Meyer Sign’s 
“Tales of the Magic Skagit,” 
along with Michelle Calvin and 
Tony Cladoosby, the co-owners 
of Beaver Tales Coffee in historic 
La Conner, WA. 

Come join us on our Journey!

Beaver Tales Coffee & Tea, Coffee with a Tlingit Kick!!!
Beaver Tales Coffee Celebrates Anniversary 
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
    ARNEST1044BW 

360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.

Donations accepted 
each Monday from

1pm to 3pm

Open
Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
 301 Morris
Stop by!

And celebrate big 
$avings 

on Bargains Galore
At our non-profi t Thrift & 

Consignment Store

DECK YOUR HALLS
New Christmas Items 
Added each Friday!

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner

No Host Bar
Appetizers

Silent Auction 
Champane Toast

$75/PERSON
21+ EVENT

DECEMBER 31, 2022 
8 P.M. - 12:30 A.M.

Celebrate the New Year at 
Maple Hall with the Chris Eger Band.

Help Support La Conner Live! 
Summer Concert Series in Gilkey Square.
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