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Labor Day, in the fi elds Tulip Valley Farms 
sued by Skagit County

By Fred Obee

When I was the editor of the newspaper 
in Oak Harbor nearly 40 years ago, I was 
given a copy of a commencement address 
by author Tom Robbins that was deliv-
ered to a handful of graduates at the Off  
Campus School in Oak Harbor on June 
7, 1974. The Off  Campus School was an 
alternative for students who previously 
dropped out of regular high school. Press 
reports called the program “hotly contro-
versial.”

I tucked the speech away back then and 
recently found it in my fi les. I wondered 
how Robbins came to be on Whidbey 
Island that night. The Off  Campus 
School commencement was a very small 
event — graduates numbered just 20. 
And at the time, Robbins was already 
well-known. His 1971 book, “Another 
Roadside Attraction,” which described 
the discovery of the mummifi ed body of 

Jesus Christ at a highway zoo and hot dog 
stand, was a best seller and his second, 
“Even Cowgirls get the Blues,” was in the 
works. And Oak Harbor was and still is a 
generally conservative community shaped 
by the naval air station on its doorstep 
and the Dutch Reformed Church to which 
many of its original settlers belonged.

So, Robbins was an unlikely person at 
an unlikely event, but nonetheless, there 
he was, in the fl esh, talking to graduates 
who didn’t fi t in at regular school. 
Robbins took to the podium at the Surf 
and Sands Country Club on that night in 
1974 and began:

“I am often asked whether there is life 
after death. Certainly, there is. There is 
also death after life and life before death 
and death after life. It goes on forever. 
There’s no stopping it. You will live for-
ever and die forever. In fact, you already 
have.”

“As for heaven and hell, they are right 

here on Earth and it is up to each of you in 
which one you choose to reside. To put it 
simply, heaven is living in your hopes and 
hell is living in your fears.

“One problem with the notion of 
Heaven and Hell,” Robbins continued, 
“is that although they are exact opposites, 
an astonishing number of people seem to 
be confused about which is which. For 
example, all over the United States on this 
very evening, commencement speakers 
are standing before audiences not greatly 
unlike yourselves describing hell as if they 
were talking about heaven.

“Their speakers are saying things such 
as, ‘Graduating seniors, you have reached 
the golden age of maturity; it is time now 
to go out into the world and take up the 
challenge of life, time to face your hal-
lowed responsibility.’

“And if that isn’t one hell of a note, it’s 
certainly one note of hell.

“When I hear the word maturity 

spoken with such solemn awe, I don’t 
know whether to laugh or get sick. There 
circulates a common myth that once one 
becomes an adult, one suddenly and magi-
cally gets it all together. And, if I may use 
the vernacular, discovers where it’s at. Ha 
ha. The sad funny truth is adults are noth-
ing but tall children who have forgotten 
how to play.

“When people tell you to grow up, they 
mean approximately the same thing they 
mean when they tell you to shut up. By 
shut up they mean stop talking. By grow 
up, they mean stop growing.

“Because as long as you keep growing, 
you keep changing and the person who is 
changing is unpredictable, impossible to 
pigeonhole and diffi  cult to control. The 
growing person is not an easy target for 
those guys in slick suits who want you to 
turn over your soul to Christ, your heart to 

Tom Robbins’ lost 1974 high school commencement address

(continued on page 6)

EVERY DAY IS LABOR DAY FOR FARM WORKERS — This crew was preparing leeks for transplanting in a Ralph’s 
Greenhouse fi eld earlier this summer. Since Ralph’s Greenhouse grows leeks about 10 months out of the year these workers 
have steady employment year around. Editorial, page 2. — Photo by Craig Barber

By Anne Basye

An adhoc Agritourism Stakeholder 
Working Group created in July has 
submitted agritourism policy concepts 
to the Skagit County Planning 
Commissioners. The group’s goal is 
to help the county shape code that lets 
large and small farmers and venue 
operators thrive.

The group was formed after the 
Planning Commission’s July 25 public 
hearing on agritourism zoning rec-
ommendations made by the county’s 
Agricultural Advisory Board. Those 
recommendations proposed changing 
the defi nition of “agritourism” to ex-
clude “celebratory gatherings, wed-
dings, parties or similar uses that cause 
the property to act as an event center 
or that take place in structures specifi -
cally designed for such events.”

As well, the number of events per-
mitted under the “Temporary Events” 
classifi cation would be reduced from 
24 to 12 calendar days per year. Such 
a reduction “means no one could be 
legally permitted to participate in the 
30-day Tulip Festival,” Skagitonians to 
Preserve Farmland Executive Director 
Allen Rozema told this reporter. 

The fi rst of the 52 people who 
commented during the July 25 hearing 
endorsed the AAB’s recommendations. 

“Non-agricultural activities such 
as weddings, concerts and meetings 

are going to interfere with the right to 
farm,” said AAB member Randy Good 
of Sedro-Woolley. “If these venues are 
allowed, agriculture in Skagit Coun-
ty as we know it today will be gone 
forever.”

Those were fi ghting words for sup-
porters of Save Skagit Venues, founded 
by Christianson’s Nursery, Maplehurst 
Farms in south Mount Vernon and the 
Salt Box on Fir Island Road. 

Fir Island wedding planner Lacey 
Larsen estimated that event venues 
and related fl orists, caterers, makeup 
artists and equipment rental companies 
bring in 18.9 to 31.5 million dollars 
annually. “This is a luxury industry,” 
she concluded. “People want to spend 
money on it.” Other speakers pointed 
out that it’s an industry that county 
coff ers cannot do without. 

Small and large farmers spoke to the 
need for supplemental income sources. 
Larry Jensen from Produce Lane noted 
that agritourism should be looked at 
“from a perspective of how do we 
keep people farming.” Otherwise, he 
warned, small and large farms “will 
become estates for rich people who are 
coming out of Seattle who don’t need 
to work.” 

Angela Hayton of Hayton Farms 
said venues on Fir Island don’t 
interfere with land she and her dad 
farm. But Mikala Staples Hughes 
of the neighboring Hughes Family 
Farm addressed the complexities of 
big farmers working 40- and 50-
acre parcels rented from 20 or more 
landowners. 

“Farmers lose operational hours 
to individual requests by neighbors 
to not spray when they are home, or 
they choose to skip an area of a fi eld 
when digging spuds because the dust 
could ruin the neighbor’s barbeque,” 
she said. “Or maybe they have to skip 
a pole with a big gun when they’re 
irrigating because vendors are setting 
up chairs at the neighboring wedding 
venue. These challenges are paired 
with the already complicated nature 
of farming as we are at the mercy of 
wind, rain and crop maturity.”

John Christianson of Christianson’s 

Agritourism stakeholders to county: 
slow down, step back and try again

(continued on page 2)

“Farmers lose operational 
hours to individual requests by 
neighbors to not spray when 
they are home, or they choose 
to skip an area of a fi eld when 
digging spuds because the 
dust could ruin the neighbor’s 
barbeque.”

Angela Hayton, Hayton Farms

Back in the Day –

By Ken Stern

Tulip Valley Farms proprietor Andrew Miller is 
back in Skagit County Superior Court, this time 
with farmer Larry Jensen, sued by Skagit County 
for Miller’s development on Jensen’s Bradshaw 
Road property last fall. The Aug. 8 lawsuit states 
that developments took place without “obtaining a 
single permit or necessary developmental review 
as required by state law and the Skagit County 
Code.”

The County asks the court to confi rm the viola-
tions are a public nuisance, to permanently enjoin 
them and order Jensen and Miller to abate them.

When Tulip Valley Farms created its operations 
last fall on the property, the lawsuit alleges it 
“unlawfully converted approximately eight acres 
of agricultural land. This includes the erection of 
a large electronic advertising sign and supporting 
structure constructed from multiple shipping con-
tainers stacked on each other-the lower containers 
having been structurally modifi ed and used for 
retail sales to the public. This development also 
includes the creation of access to a county road, 
driveways, parking lot [and] public gathering 
areas.” 

Violations listed in the complaint include failure 
to obtain required building permits, fl oodplain 
development permits, environmental review under 
the State Environmental Protection Act and the 
County’s Critical Areas Ordinance, a special use 
permit for a temporary event and a county road 
access permit.

The complaint states 51 “relevant facts” against 
the defendants, including “the defendants did not 
develop the property in a way to minimize impacts 
to agricultural activities;” that “prior to 2023, the 
parcel was used exclusively for agriculture,” that 
in March County staff  “posted a Stop Work Order 
at the Property, directing Jensen and his invitees to 
cease and desist from further construction activity; 
and “the Stop Work Order was not appealed with-
in 14 days.”

The summons against Jensen and Miller were 
submitted to the court Aug. 8 and required a re-
sponse within 20 days of being served. Otherwise, 
“a default judgment may be entered against you 
without notice” each states.

Neither Jensen nor Miller had fi led a response 
by Aug. 29, according to court documents.

While the company’s website states, “Get all the 
latest information on the tulips, bulbs, events and 
happenings at Tulip Valley Farms by signing up 
for our newsletter,” nothing about the lawsuit is 
listed. A Google search returns a red bar with the 
words “Tulip Valley Farms is temporarily closed.”

Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 4
Holiday Closings
Bank: Closed 
Bus: Regular service
Library: Closed
Post Offi ce: Closed 
Schools: Closed
Town Hall: Closed
County gov’t offi ces: Closed
Trash Pick Up: Normal day

In union we are strong!
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From the editor — LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Labor movement: a good idea
Monday is Labor Day. That is a quaint, almost 19th century 

holiday, a time when the picnics and lawn games came after 
boisterous downtown big city marches, the streets filled with 
row after row of salt-of-the-earth common men, Labor literally 
on the march. And, it was mostly men for most of the 20th 
century.

Alas, the days of a powerful labor movement is a black and 
white newsreel out of the 1950s, when one in three workers 
belonged to a union and almost every one of them worked for 
companies, large and small.

Today, unions in the private sector have been decimated 
by 75 years of concerted effort to destroy organized labor. If 
you know a union worker, she is more likely to be a teacher, 
nurse or bus driver than a factory or construction worker. That 
is because pressure has been kept up on elected politicians 
by those public sector employees to provide humane working 
conditions in schools, hospitals and local governments. But in 
the dog-eat-dog world of market capitalism, the big dog Elon 
Musks of the world have long gamed the system to, as the 
cliche has it, smash the workers efforts for decent wages and 
humane working conditions.

As the rhetorical question goes, are you better off than your 
grandparents were two generations ago? How did the eight 
hour day, 40 hour work week, time and a half overtime and two 
weeks paid vacations come about?

As the bumper sticker reads: brought to you by the labor 
movement.

“Power concedes nothing without a demand,” Frederick 
Douglass wrote 175 years ago. “It never has and it never 
will.” Since the 1950s corporate capitalism has been in the 
ascendancy. What do owners give workers besides the door, 
the boot and the back of their hand? Almost nothing, hardly a 
turkey, a day off or a holiday to enjoy either one.

For hundreds of years owners have diverted and divided 
workers, those natural brothers and sisters, first distracted by 
the color of our skin – racism – and then made to be afraid and 
disdain each other by our sex, whom we kiss and now how we 
define our essential selves.

At its best the union movement always knows that people 
march together, hand in hand, solidarity forever, for the union 
makes us strong. In this week after the 60th anniversary of 
the 1963 August 28 March on Washington, remember that the 
signs on stakes people held high read “Jobs and Freedom.” 
Along with recognition of their humanity and demands for 
dignity, Blacks and justice-seeking allies in 1963 understood 
that nothing lifts people out of poverty like good jobs at good 
wages.

For each of the very few of us who get to succeed on our 
own merits there are legions of us needing to figure out that it 
is our getting together, marching shoulder to shoulder, insisting 
that we are in this together and sticking it out in common cause 
as the path to our common freedom, dignity and equality.

Look around. It is the Amazon and Starbucks workers who 
are proving once again that the union makes us strong.

— Ken Stern

Musings – on the editor’s mind
Some of us are quicker than others, have our priorities in better or-

der, are more in tune with the rhythms of the season. Partly, too, it is 
a matter of location and timing. For me, confined to a narrow course 
of home and office, it has only been since last week, Monday, Aug. 
21 that I have heard and seen Canada geese returning to the Skagit. 
That first evening the sound of their honking followed me home. I 
did not see in the evening haze and smoke but heard the telltale sound 
somewhere over Hedlin farm fields.

Honking brought me out of my office the next morning to find a 
line of dark birds heading south, seemingly following the eastern 
border of La Conner. Since then I have hopefully seen and heard dai-
ly, now at various times, Canada geese. Twice, in the evening, small 
flocks were headed north, my guess to field where dinner lay.

At first I wondered if their arrival was early and if I was quick to 
notice. But no. Again, I am the last to know. I asked my barber, Tony, 
Saturday. He is more attentive and has many sources for gathering 
information. “A couple of weeks they have been coming in “ he said.

Then I asked Nancy Crowell, a professional nature photographer 
and first class observer of birds. “Three weeks,” she told me. They 
started arriving early in the month. Snow geese will fly in in October. 
Oct. 3 is the earliest she has seen them. What the Valley is famous for. 

Timing and location are critical. So is intention. To catch a falling 
star position yourself under it to make your success more likely. Na-
ture extends that invitation every minute. Nancy and Tony know that.

LETTER POLICY
Please write! Letters up to 350 words are welcome 

as are longer analyses and statements. 
Write a 500 word guest column.

Deadline: 5 p.m. Sunday for next issue.
Include your name, address and phone number for verification. 

Letters are edited for civility clarity and style.

SEND TO
editor@laconnernews.com

Ag use on ag land
Since 1990 Skagit County has protected farmland 

with good planning and county codes. The current 
Skagit County code prohibits non-agricultural uses 
on the 90,000 acres of farmland zoned Agricul-
ture-Natural Resource Lands (Ag-NRL).

The proposed code changes strengthen farmland 
protection and do not affect farming and agricultur-
al activities. The code permits farmstands, CSAs, 
U-pick, farm stays, farmers markets, farm to table 
meals, processing and sales of value added prod-
ucts, nursery sales, farm tours, hayrides, public 
education programs and other agriculturally related 
activities.

The proposed code changes do not affect public 
festivals and tours on Skagit Valley farms. The Tulip 
Festival was first described as “a 17 day flower 
festival with 30 fun family events.” The Festival of 
Family Farms Tour has operated since the 1990s.
Both are non-profit, civic celebrations of limited 
duration.

Skagit County has never permitted weddings/

events on farmland zoned Ag-NRL. State and local 
laws require any accessory use on Ag-NRL must be 
soil-dependent and an agriculturally related activity.

Special Use Permits on Ag-NRLs are for acces-
sory activities related to farm production. A permit 
criteria states: “All proposed temporary event uses 
proposed shall adequately demonstrate how the 
event is related to agricultural production”. Only 
two of the 21 venues on Ag-NRL farms hold an 
SUP. The others have no SUP. At least one venue 
hosted over 70 events last year. To comply with 
current codes venue operators can apply for special 
use permits or relocate to another less restrictive 
rural zone.

Any citizen can propose new codes through the 
County’s annual planning process. Public notice, 
comments and hearings allow a full review of any 
proposed changes. New code changes must meet 
legal and policy criteria under national, state and 
local laws.

Ellen Bynum
Executive Director, Friends of Skagit County
Mount Vernon

Canoe Journey reflections
This year’s tribal Canoe Journey brought sacred 

tribes to the shores of Swinomish from distant 
lands with their final landing at Muckleshoot, Alki 
Beach. The canoe journey is a tradition that has 
taken place for generations. The canoes were most 
often crafted from a single log that may have been 
several hundred years old. There is much honoring 
around the wood used, as their use has been inte-
gral for the tribe’s survival. This was their way of 
travel, their way of life was upon the water. It was 
relied upon heavily. Many of their resources came 
from these waters and were ensured a soft footprint. 
They took only what they needed for survival with 
an understanding of the replenishment of Mother 
Nature. Different regions had different types of 
canoes as they traveled upon these waterways. 

We cannot reflect on the Canoe Journey with-
out putting an emphasis on the importance of the 
traditional ceremonies. Their meaning cannot be 
understated. There is a host nation that welcomes 
all the various tribes with immense generosity. 

At this point, many ceremonies are held to honor 
their ancestors, each person that has participated in 
this meaningful travel, and all in attendance. The 
tribes of the Salish Sea and beyond come together 
in song, dance, celebrational food and the sharing 
of intergenerational and intuitive memories. This 
event sees many thousands of people. 

Some of us have had the great fortune to attend 
a landing, a dinner, a moment with a tribal friend. 
The canoe dinner this year welcomed us as guests 
and hosted here in La Conner by The Swinomish 
Indian Tribal Community. It is a witnessing for 
us to comprehend another way of life. The Canoe 
Journey can be a process for us to better under-
stand the importance of the land of which we 
reside. 

If you were one of the lucky ones to attend, meet 
the skippers and friendly tribes of Vancouver Island 
and beyond, then you too felt the love brought upon 
these shores. I know I did and look forward to our 
reciprocal actions. 

Lisa Versteegh 
Shelter Bay

Nursery hosts weddings to 
restore old buildings on his 
property. 

“Whenever I see a barn falling 
down I think gosh, can’t some-
body do something?” he told the 
crowd. “They’re being replaced 
by ugly metal buildings that 
look very industrial. There’s no 
image of Skagit Valley farmland 
that shows ugly metal buildings. 
Repurposing them and certainly 
wedding venues seems to be the 
path that allows one to make 
improvements.”

Amy Frye of Boldly Grown 
Farm was among those who 
wondered why the results of 
previous focus groups and public 
surveys, which seemed to favor 
agritourism, were not reflected 
in the proposed changes.

“It seemed that the original 
work produced by BERK con-
sulting did a better job taking the 
needs and perspectives of mul-
tiple stakeholders into account,” 
she said after the meeting. 

Connie Funk of Pleasant 
Ridge urged everyone to get 
along. “Without the people here, 
there are no farms. And for 
people that have venues on farm 
property, they consider it sacred 
too. So let’s have conversations 
that include everyone’s voice at 
the table and let’s be neighborly 
to each other.”

While the Planning 
Commissioners hoped to wrap 
up the code process by October, 
just about every speaker at 
the hearing pleaded for them 
to slow down, extend public 
comment and really listen to all 
stakeholders. 

During his remarks, Rozema 
announced that the next day, 
SPF would “start a dialog again 
with Ag Advisory Board mem-
bers, with the farm community, 
with the venue community – the 
agritourism community – to try 
to find some common ground.” 
SPF would pay for a facilitator 

to help the group create code 
recommendations that large and 
small farmers, venue operators 
and other stakeholders could 
agree on. 

Christianson’s, Maplehurst 
Farm, the Washington Bulb 
Company, Gordon Skagit Farms, 
the Skagit Valley Tulip Festival, 
Boldly Grown Farms and others 
participated in the multi-stake-
holder working group. Their rec-
ommendations can be retrieved 
at skagitonians.org/agritour-
ism-stakeholder-working-group

At the SPF table, Frye advo-
cated for code that addressed the 
needs of smaller farms. “Almost 
two-thirds of Skagit County 
farms are counted as ‘small and 
mid-sized farms’,” said Rozema. 
“They really need an agritourism 
component in order to vertically 
integrate, like wreath-making 
classes, farm-to-table dinners 
and other interactions between 
farmers and the public.” 

Using a consensus decision-
making model, the ad hoc group 
“ground it out” in twice-weekly 
meetings for five weeks, said 
Rozema, in order to meet the 
extended August 17 public 
comment deadline.

“It was really looking at the 
angle of all the people involved, 
seeing how to come together and 
create a solution that benefited 
everyone, that everyone felt 
good about and that everyone 

could support,” said participant 
Emma Christianson, who is opti-
mistic about the results.

The group’s proposals would 
create a fixed number of “lim-
ited entry permits” for farm 
venues that would be renewed 
every three years; restrict 
venues serving up to 100 guests 
to 24 events a year; and allow 
those serving 100-plus guests 
to host more than 24 depending 
on the results of inspections by 
the county hearing examiner 
“and provided that events do 
not create a detrimental level 
of electrical interference, line 
voltage noise fluctuation, noise, 
vibration, smoke, dust, odors, 
heat, glare, traffic or other 
impacts to adjacent farming op-
erations, neighbors and/or other 
environmental impacts on the 
surrounding area.” 

Small farms could host up to 
25 people for on-site education, 
workshops and training. 

Perhaps influenced by John 
Christianson’s passion for 
history, the group recommends 
that venues must use existing 
buildings. No new venue build-
ings could be built except when 
using the footprint of an existing 
building. “This would prevent 
someone from buying proper-
ty, starting a farm, building a 
special purpose building and 
starting a venue,” said Rozema. 
“The idea is to breathe new life 
into existing buildings.”

These recommendations, 
along with hundreds of other 
comments, are in the hands of 
the Planning Commission, which 
has scheduled a review of public 
comment for Sept. 26 and delib-
erations on Oct. 10. 

“Twenty years from now 
Skagit County and the Skagit 
County farming community will 
look a lot different than it does 
today,” said Ag Advisory Board 
member Michael Trafton at the 
July 25 hearing. “Is [our choice] 
going to be something we’ll all 
look back on and be proud of, or 
something that we look back on 
and regret?”

Agritourism. . . (from page 1)
“Without the people 
here, there are no farms. 
And for people that have 
venues on farm property, 
they consider it sacred 
too. So let’s have conver-
sations that include every-
one’s voice at the table 
and let’s be neighborly to 
each other.”

Connie Funk, 
Pleasant Ridge resident

Tom Robbins will be King for 
a Day Saturday and the entire La 
Conner community is invited to 
join in and celebrate the world-
famous 91-year-old author.

All may join the parade, 
coming in costumes based on 
themes and characters in his 
books. Come to the La Conner 
Marina Third Street parking lot 

at 12 p.m. for the 1 p.m. parade 
up First Street.

Activities, including a raffle, 
trivia games and costume and 
spam carving contests will often 
be at Gilkey Square.. 

Funds raised are in support of 
mentoring opportunities in the 
arts for youth at the La Conner 
Swinomish Library. 

Tom Robbins celebration Saturday
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FUNERAL
HOME

RECEPTION ROOM
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY

MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”

A NEW TAX CREDIT FOR WASHINGTON WORKERS

FIND OUT MORE | OBTENGA MÁS INFORMACIÓN

(360) 763-7300

UN NUEVO PAGO PARA TRABAJADORES DE WASHINGTON

WorkingFamiliesCredit.wa.gov

Who is eligible for a tax credit?
Lived in Washington a minimum of 183 days.
Are at least 25 and under 65 years of age OR
have a qualifying child in 2022.
Filed a 2022 federal tax return with a SSN or
ITIN.
Low to moderate income families who meet
the income thresholds.

¿Quién es elegible para recibir un pago?
Haber vivido en Washington durante
183 días como mínimo
Tener entre 25 y 65 años o tener un hijo
que cumpla con los requisitos en 2022
Haber presentado una declaración de
impuestos federales en 2022 usando un
SSN or ITIN
Cumplir con los límites de ingresos

You can apply online, by paper, or
through a tax preparer company.

Puede solicitarlo por Internet, en
papel o a través de una empresa de
preparación de impuestos.

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer 
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY • BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
HAND-DIPPED FISH & CHIPS ON THURSDAYS
FRIDAY - SUNDAY: We have delicious burgers

featuring Mesman’s organic beef
19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon

Hours: Tues.-Sun.: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9 • Mon.: 11 to 5
Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill

Hours: Tues.-Sun.: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9 • Mon.: 11 to 5

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery 

106 S 1st St.
La Conner

Paint & Sip:  6 – 8 pm, Thursday Aug. 31
Make your own whale*: 6 – 8:30 pm Saturday, Sept. 16
And another paint & sip:  6 – 8 pm, Thursday, Sept. 28
For details, go to the Events page at www.ravenscup.com.
Also see www.speckledhen.org for the paint-n-sips and www.miniezshop.com for the whale earring course!

Wine available next door at Skagit Cellars.  Nonalcoholic “cocktail” coffee & tea lattes available here.

Open 7 days a week at 7 am.  Iced & hot coffee, tea and cocoa.*Earring 
size AND ART COURSES!
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
    ARNEST1044BW 

360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

Author Event
Nicola Pearson

Notable Playwright, Author
Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley.

Borrowed Ground

Thur, July 27, 2017
4:30-6:30 PM
Seaport Books

106 S First St
On Gilkey Square

In La Conner
Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please.

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham 
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.

1 cup finely diced celery
1 cup shredded carrots

1/2 cup chopped onion
1 (15-ounce) can diced toma-

  toes, undrained
3/4 cup water
1/2 cup reduced-sodium ketchup

2 (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great 
  northern beans, rinsed and 
  drained

1 cup diced Dubuque 97% fat-
  free ham, or any extra-lean 
  ham

1 teaspoon dried parsley flakes
1/8 teaspoon black pepper
1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 

with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.

Proceeds from our 
non-profi t shop benefi t 

our community.

New arrivals weekly!
Photos posted Thursdays

on our Facebook page

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun 

11am - 5pm
 3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!

Donations accepted 
Mondays 1pm - 3pm 

It’s All Here!
Clothing, Housewares
Furniture, Collectibles
Linens, Books, Shoes
Art, Antiques, More~

“La Conner’s Dept. Store”

By Bill Reynolds

La Conner leaders continue to 
develop a saltwater fl ood mitiga-
tion plan before king tide season 
this fall. They will meet Sept. 1 
with representatives of the Upper 
Skagit Indian Tribe at their south 
end property to discuss placing 
fl ood barriers there. 

La Conner Town 
Councilmember Rick Dole 
relayed the news to council, 
which met after the commission 
concluded its business Aug. 22 in 
Maple Hall. 

Town Administrator Scott 
Thomas reported discussions 
have begun with north end 
business owners for sandbagging 
their property from October to 
March. 

Dole said gaps will be left in 
sandbag walls to allow customers 
access to stores in the fl ood zone 
and can be quickly fi lled when 
necessary.

Councilmember MaryLee 
Chamberlain noted that fl ood 
protection is becoming the new 
normal. “If we’re going to deal 
with this fl ood issue,” she said, 
“we’ve got to get used to things 
being diff erent.” 

The Council has endorsed 
Public Works Director Brian 
Lease’s materials and equipment 
purchase plan But upon receiving 
high cost estimates, Lease 
submitted a fallback plan. 

Lease is suggesting borrow-
ing a sandbagger from a nearby 
dike district, renting a forklift 
and buying pre-fi lled sandbags 
instead of buying equipment. 

Town Finance Director Maria 
DeGoede said some of the 
$163,000 in a municipal fl ood 
fund has been spent.

The commission is recom-
mending purchasing Ecology 
Blocks primarily in low-lying 
south end areas and sandbags on 
the north waterfront. The specif-
ics will be more apparent after 
Town offi  cials meet with their 
counterparts at Upper Skagit and 
Dike District 12. 

The commission will next 
focus on long-term remedie to 

threats posed by other natural 
disasters. 

Resident Debbie Aldrich, 
during the council’s public 
comments section, stressed the 
importance of that mission, espe-
cially in terms of fi re readiness. 

“I’m really concerned. I have 
friends in Lahaina and I haven’t 
heard from them,” Aldrich said, 
referring to the deadly fi res on 
Maui. 

Aldrich fears the 306 Center 
Street multi-unit development 
and other housing construction 
could increase fi re danger in La 
Conner. 

“The Maple Field houses, what 
a joke,” she said. “There’s no 
way to get a fi re truck in there. 

“Let’s get real, guys,” added 
Aldrich, turning her attention 
to 306 Center. “It’s not too late 
for the council to say ‘no’ to this 
unless you guys can guarantee 
my house won’t burn down when 
that place goes up.” 

Council member Ivan Carlson, 
a volunteer fi refi ghter, reminded 
the audience that La Conner fi re 
department had recently put out 
an RV fi re on North First Street 
next to the two-story, wood-
frame Nasty Jack’s Antiques 
Building. Carlson said Fire Chief 
Aaron Reinstra was fi rst on the 
scene. 

Mollie Rights, also a Center 
Street resident, suggested a sys-
tem to make it easier for citizens 
to know where public emergency 
heating and cooling stations are 
located and when they are open. 

Council focuses on fl ood plan 
By Bill Reynolds

When saluted by La Conner 
Rotarians Saturday night at 
Maple Hall, Mayor Ramon 
Hayes didn’t speak at length 
about accomplishments that have 
marked his unprecedented four 
terms in offi  ce. 

He instead chose to focus on 
a task left uncompleted until 
that very moment, when he 
was presented the Paul Harris 
Fellow recognition, a $1,000 
contribution to the national 
Rotary Foundation in Hayes’ 
name.

Hayes, who is bringing his 16-
year tenure to a close, used his 
remarks to shift attention from 
himself to former Washington 
state Senator Mary Margaret 
Haugen, to whom he had extend-
ed a special invitation to attend 
the La Conner Rotary Club’s 
2023 Dinner and Auction. 

Hayes lauded Haugen for 
having used her considerable 
infl uence in Olympia to earmark 
state funds for construction of the 
popular La Conner boardwalk. 

Then Hayes asked the 118 
attendees to rise in a standing 
ovation for Haugen, a tribute he 
said was long overdue. 

“For years,” Hayes told the 
Weekly News afterward, “I’ve 
tried to fi nd ways for the com-
munity to thank her for all she 
did for the boardwalk. When I 
learned I would be receiving the 
Paul Harris Award tonight, I had 
it in my heart to give her a call so 
that she could be here and give 

the La Conner community an 
opportunity to show its appreci-
ation.” 

Hayes also expressed appre-
ciation for the Rotary chapter’s 
wide-ranging eff orts on behalf 
of local citizens of all ages, most 
notably its support of literacy 
and education initiatives. 

Those on-going projects re-
ceived a major boost when diners 
attending the Aug. 26 event, 
catered by O’Donnell’s Ameri-
can Grill and Irish Pub, pledged 
nearly $55,000 separate from 
additional monies raised during 
the 16-item live auction. 

In all, Saturday’s fundrais-
ing total exceeded $92,000 in 
support of its missions to ensure 
daily food security, promote 
educational and leadership 
experiences for students here 
and abroad and provide annual 
scholarship awards for graduat-
ing seniors, among other points 
of emphasis. 

That spirit of selfl ess commu-
nity service was perhaps best 
modeled by Rotarian Kim Good 
Rubenstein, who donated her 
winnings from a 50/50 raffl  e – 
more than $1,200 – back to the 
club’s Fund-in-Need account. 

Past La Conner Rotary 
President Adam McGarity 
emphasized the club’s ability to 
morph hope into tangible results. 

“We’re known as the ‘make it 
happen’ club,” McGarity said, 
adding that “hope is so much 
more than a passing wish. It’s an 
act of positive change. Your gifts 
bring hope that all kids will learn 
to read and write well. Public 
service makes our community 
better and brings us together 
while we’re doing it.” 

Club President Connie 
Milliken welcomed the evening’s 
attendees, whose ranks included 
Skagit County Commissioner 
Ron Wesen and district Rotary 
offi  cials. 

Annual La Conner Rotary Club auction honors Mayor Hayes

• Desks  •  Lamps
• Garden Art  •  Wooden Toys
• Stylus Sofas and Loveseats
• Collectible Wooden Bowls
• PNW-Themed Gifts
• End Tables  •  And More!

www.nwff.com
nwfinefurnishings@gmail.com

919 Riverside Dr., Mount Vernon, WA 
Mon thru Sat, 9:30a-5:30p
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Skagit Valley
Farmers Market

Sundays 10-2
through October

U-Pick Blueberries
at

Christianson’s Nursery
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon, WA

ChristiansonsNursery.com

La Conner Landing 
Marine Services
541 North 3rd Street, La Conner, WA  

HIRING PART TIME POSITIONS

Winter 5 days/week 9 – 3    
Summer 7 days/week 8 – 6
PART TIME: Dock Manager/
Cashier & Dock Assistants
Great easy fun job working / 
flexible hours, good pay

Tim 360.941.2777  
Ronaye 360.202.0417

360-466-9932 • 702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

WATERFRONT DECK SEATING
INDOOR AIR CONDITIONING

& EATERY, Inc.

Kitchen OPEN Sun. thru Thurs., until 
9 PM / Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

VOTED SKAGIT’S BEST
Fish and ChipsEST. 1972 - Family Operated

Tickets on sale now!

9.29.23
La Conner Marina

5:30-8:30-pm

Celebrate the food, farming & fishing
communities of the beautiful Skagit Valley

genuineskagitvalley.com

3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

MKT-5894N-A > edwardjones.com

Not all business retirement plans are
equal.

Scott A Price
Financial Advisor

708 E Morris St Ste C
La Conner, WA 98257
360-466-2933

By Bill Reynolds

Longtime La Conner Schools 
counselor Lori Buher has retired, but 
she is still off ering timely advice. 

Buher suggested that the district 
resume its requirement that La 
Conner High students complete 
public service hours in order to 
graduate at the school board’s Aug. 
14 study session. 

The board was listening. 
“We recognize that volunteering 

connects students to the commu-
nity,” Board President Susie Deyo 
said then, noting that the board has 
retained its policy promoting student 
public service. The graduation 
requirement was set aside during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

At their one-hour Aug. 28 hybrid 
meeting, members tasked board 
student representatives Taylor-Rae 
Cayou and Josi Straathof with 
seeking input on the topic from their 
peers. 

The public service component, 
board members recalled, was an 
integral part of retired teacher Vince 
Sellen’s civics class. 

Public service could be clocked 
in a variety of ways, from attending 
local government and cultural meet-
ings to helping fi ll sandbags during 
fl ood events. 

Middle and high school principal 
Christine Tripp said many scholar-
ships require student public service. 
She said those could serve as models 
for graduation standards. 

Deyo proposed easing into it. 
“Maybe 15 hours (of participa-

tion) is too much for the fi rst year,” 
Deyo said. “Maybe we should keep 
it simple.” 

The board approved goals for 
Superintendent Will Nelson during 
the 2023-24 academic year, which 
launched on Tuesday with Braves 
Day. Nelson had said during the 
study session that due to district bud-
get cuts his plate will be even more 

full than usual. 
“As superintendent, special ed 

director and assistant principal,” he 
said, “it’s going to be a busy year.” 

Nelson’s goals refl ect those 
the board adopted earlier. They 
focus on instructional leadership, 
student-centered learning and further 
implementation of new academic 
programs in this second year of a 
fi ve-year strategic plan. 

The board applauded the level 
of student participation at summer 
adventure camp. Nelson noted 74 
students had attended the on-campus 
summer program at the study 
session. 

“That’s a really good number,” 
Deyo said. “Obviously, they had fun 
and we had great teachers.” 

Looking ahead, elementary 
Principal Heather Fakkema-Hovde 
said plans for a split classroom have 
been modifi ed from a K/1 to a 4/5 
format. 

“We knew we needed a split,” she 
said, “but we wanted to get it away 
from the primary grades.” 

Students in the split classroom 
will report to several teachers, each 
with a homeroom and specializing in 
specifi c subject areas. 

New personnel hires were 
announced. Aaron Gruber will teach 
physical education at the middle and 
high school, replacing C.J. Woods. 

“He’s a strength and conditioning 
guy,” Tripp said, “and has great 
references and experience with 
Mastery-Based Learning.” 

Danial Hansen has been rehired 
to teach secondary math, primarily 
geometry. 

Julia Johnson, with a mechanical 
engineering background, has been 
retained as a part-time secondary 
math instructor. 

The board accepted a $2,500 
donation from the Building Industry 
Association of Washington in sup-
port of the tiny house construction 
project completed this past spring. 

By Bill Reynolds

New La Conner High School 
head volleyball coach Pam 
Keller is succeeding a legend and 
her young team is following in 
the footsteps of the four-time de-
fending state 2B net champions. 

But optimism was clearly in 
the air – and on the freshly paint-
ed fl oor at Landy James Gym 
– when the Lady Braves opened 
pre-season workouts last week. 

“This crew is working pretty 
dang hard,” Keller, who assisted 
retired state Hall of Fame coach 
Suzanne Marble for more than 
two decades, told the Weekly 
News prior to leading her 
charges out for conditioning runs 
up the Benton Street stairway. 

To keep pace with prior 
powerhouse teams, Keller 
will have to overcome major 
graduation losses from a year 
ago, starting with the departure 
of Washington State 2B Player 
of the Year Ellie Marble, now 
a key addition to the Central 
Washington University roster. 

This year’s nucleus consists of 
seniors Abby Udlock, Morgan 
Huizenga and Natalee Koch. 

Udlock was the setter for the 
2022 state title winners, while 
Huizenga joined Marble and now 
graduated Makayla Herrera as 
a primary scoring option on the 
front line. The versatile Koch, 
able to swing between the front 
and back rows, could well see 
more time as a hitter this fall. 

Sophomores Maeve 

McCormick and Addie Keller 
fi gure to be in the mix, with 
the latter likely to anchor the  
defense as its libero. 

Keller, a 1999 alum and former 
Lady Braves net standout, might 
rotate into the lineup several of 
the half-dozen eighth graders in 
the program this season. 

“I think some people might 
underestimate this group because 
we’re so young,” she said, “but 
so far we’ve been excited to see 
what this team can do.” 

She said La Conner made a 
strong impression at summer 
camps and tournaments. 

“They did really well at 
the Central Tournament (in 
Ellensburg) in June,” said Keller. 
“They’ve had some great camps. 
This team is young, but it has a 
great volleyball IQ.” 

As a student, Keller played 
club volleyball, competing in the 
off -season with and against some 
of the Skagit Valley’s top pros-

pects. She played for Marble, 
who was then at the front end 
of what would be a remarkable 
30-year run. 

Following graduation, Keller 
moved alongside Marble on the 
La Conner bench and served as 
an assistant during the program’s 
string of deep playoff  runs, re-
sulting in seven state crowns. 

“I really liked my role as a JV 
(junior varsity) coach,” Keller 
refl ected. “It was great being able 
to teach fundamentals and help 
players develop their skills.” 

Those duties will now be em-
braced by  assistant Kamea Luna, 
also an alum and former stellar 
Lady Braves player. 

“I couldn’t do this,” said 
Keller, a self-employed business 
owner, “without Kumea.” 

Marble’s infl uence remains 
evident with another challenging 
non-conference schedule de-
signed to prepare the team for the 
regular season and playoff s. 

The Lady Braves are slated 
to break in the revamped Landy 
James Gym fl oor, which sports 
the school district’s new logo, 
with a Sept. 5 home match with 
1A Meridian. 

La Conner visits 1A Lynden 
Sept. 6, then hosts Neah Bay 
Sept. 13. 

Two early season home pair-
ings, in particular, stand out. La 
Conner entertains 4A Glacier 
Peak Sept. 20 in a non-league 
clash. Coupeville, expected to be 
an NW2B/1B contender, visits 
Sept. 26. 

By Bill Reynolds

Sweet Sixteen. 
A milestone birthday, for sure. 

But it has added signifi cance 
for the La Conner High School 
football program. 

Sweet sixteen is the number of 
players on the Braves’ preseason 
roster this year. That’s about 
twice as many who turned out at 
this time last August. 

Ultimately, head coach Charlie 
Edwards and his staff  were able 
to cobble together a young group 
with enough depth – though, 
barely – to complete its 2022 
11-man grid schedule, forging a 
respectable 2-6 mark given the 
circumstances. 

Edwards, who began his third 
season at the Braves’ helm when 
late summer workouts began last 
Wednesday, is confi dent the 2023 
ranks will grow further as the 
start of school nears. 

Additionally, he and assistants 
Wil James, Aaron Reinstra, 
John Agen and Troy Olason are 

encouraged knowing the Braves 
can count on six seniors, the 
most La Conner has been able to 
call upon since the abbreviated 
spring 2021 campaign when Jeff  
Scoma – now at Stanwood – led 
the team to a 4-1 record. 

Coupeville, which went 7-2 a 
year ago to capture the NW2B 
crown and secure a state play-
off  berth, did so with a veteran 
battle-tested lineup, Edwards 
reminded the Weekly News on 
Thursday. 

“Coupeville had more seniors 
last year than we had players,” 

he noted. 
The Braves’ senior group 

includes dynamic returning 
quarterback Ivory Damien and 
state hurdles champion Tommy 
Murdock. 

“We’ll want to create open 
space for Ivory and Tommy and 
take advantage of their athlet-
icism,” said Edwards, whose 
off ensive approach will be to 
simplify sets and formations. 

“We’re working on fundamen-
tals,” he said. “What we want to 

School board considering public 
service graduation requirement

Expectations high for new-look La Conner High School volleyball

Coach Pam Keller

Braves football roster grows, bolstering winning chances

(continued on page 6)
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Home renovations · remodels · flooring · drywall · decks 
door/window replacement · siding · interior/exterior painting 

 big and small jobs

JL’s Contracting Solutions

360-840-5538
Joshlockrem@gmail.com

Josh Lockrem
Licensed*Bonded*Insured

www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP

Now 
through 
November 
30th
Generous 
Alum will 
match the 
fi rst $50K in 
contributions

LA CONNER COMMUNITY 
SCHOLARSHIP 
FOUNDATION 

FUND DRIVE

November 

fi rst $50K in 
contributions

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

90,000

100,000

Please mail 
your 
donations to:

LCCSF
P.O. Box 1277

La Conner. 98257

Fund
Drive 
100 K
Goal

Project 562 by
Matika Wilbur

Now in Stock Again! 
Open 7 days a week!

10 - 6
On Gilkey Square
360-399-1800

www.seaportbooks.com 
106 S. First St.

La Conner

360-424-4548 • 1-800-4688-6081 • 2600 Cedardale Rd 
Mount Vernon • I-5 Exit 225 • www.soundcedar.com

Operated by
Robert Desmarais and crew

Skagit County Native for 44 Years
22,000 SQ FT SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE

CEDAR SIDING
TIMBERS
TRIM

DDEECCKKOORRAATTOORRSS  COMPOSITE DECKING

HHAARRDDWWOOOODD  DDEECCKKIINNGG  --  
Tiger wood • IPE •Bamboo & 
more CCEEDDAARR  DDEECCKKIINNGG

CEDAR FFEENNCCIINNGG  --  
1x4 • Split Rail • 1x6

YARD WASTE RECYCLINGYARD WASTE RECYCLING

www.townofl aconner.org

Town of La Conner

Hours: Monday-Friday 8 am - 3:30 pm 
12154 Chilberg Road, 
La Conner, WA 98257

Phone: 360-466-4314

Compost pick-up at compost kiosk facility is FREE.

Purchase punch cards at Town Hall for 
buying compost at the plant. 

No cash or punch card sales at the plant.
Bark • Topsoil • Compost • Mulch • Sawdust • Shavings • Cedar Chips • Sand 

Hogged Fuel • Gravel • Rock • Recycle Services • Delivery Large & Small

360-293-7188
12469 Reservation Rd., Anacortes

WWW.SUNLANDTOPSOIL.COM

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 49 YEARS

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm, Sat, 8am-4pm

FREE DELIVERY • ON FULL LOADS • TO MOST AREAS 
STAY HEALTHY! SAVE MONEY! GROW YOUR OWN VEGGIES! 

LIC# SUNLABTO88PL

Answers to Aug. 30 puzzle

By Bill Reynolds

In recent years, scrapbooking 
has become a popular hobby. But 
for a La Conner area resident it 
has long been more than that. 

Anne Waldron has over time 
filled several of her old-school 
hardcover photo albums – 
the ones reinforced by clear 
protective overlay pages – with 
an eclectic collection of local and 
national news articles, favorite 
cartoon strips, advertisements 
bearing images of celebrities and 
treasured family memorabilia. 

They are assembled in no 
particular order. Even so, none 
seem out of place. 

With a lifelong appreciation of 
history and journalism, Waldron 
has fondly been referred to by 
friends variously as a pack rat and 
preservationist. 

She wears both labels with pride. 

“I choose things that just sort 
of jump out at me, things that 
resonate with me,” Waldron 
explained. “I’m especially 
interested in La Conner-related 
news. I’ve always liked to keep 
up with the news.” 

Her scrapbooks bear Weekly 
News clippings dating to shortly 
after the paper’s founding more 
than 15 years ago. Turning 
the pages, one finds news 
photographs taken by Don 
Coyote and Amylynn Richards. 
Also saved is a 2013 Weekly 
News basketball feature on 
Katie McKnight, shown posing 
with her grandfather, La Conner 
High School sports legend Gail 
Thulen. 

Waldron also clipped a 
Richards story and photo on 
a trio of La Conner students – 
Cody Cayou, Travis Tom and 
Nick Clark – who made an 

environmental documentary 
film on the U.S. Grant 
Administration’s decision to 
open to white settlement land 
that appeared to have been 
within Swinomish Reservation 
boundaries established by the 
Point Elliot Treaty of 1855. 

Her pages likewise contain 
an account by then-Weekly 
News reporter Maria Matson on 
creation of a salmon nursery on 
Fir Island; coverage of student 
and community stage play 
productions, town parades and 
the 2007 hiring of Shelter Bay’s 
Garry Cline as director of the 
La Conner Quilt and Textile 
Museum. 

She has saved Skagit Valley 
Herald features on the history of 
the Dunlap Towing Company, 
Washington state’s partnership 
with the Swinomish Indian 
Tribal Community to co-manage 
a public park on Kiket Island, 
La Conner dairy owner Alan 
Mesman’s embrace of organic 
farming and construction on 
Swinomish Reservation of the 
landmark Coast Salish cedar 

hat pavilions prior to the 2011 
Paddle to Swinomish. 

And much, much more. 
“I’ve always loved history,” 

Waldron said on Thursday. “I 
like to keep a record of things.” 

In that vein, she is on record 
lamenting the decline of local 
journalism around the country. 
Fewer people elsewhere in 
America now can do as she 
does – clip items of interest 
from an independent community 
newspaper. 

“People,” she stressed, “need 
to have local news.” 

Waldron, who doesn’t own a 
computer, is a devotee of print. 

“I would much rather have 
a news story that I can hold 
in my hands,” said Waldron. 
And the same is true when 
it comes to interpersonal 
communication. Digital has its 
place, she conceded, but nothing 
in her view compares to reading 
correspondence on paper from a 
prior century. 

“I have my great-
grandmother’s letters,” said 
Waldron, “that I can hold in my 
hands and see up close what was 
written.” 

Similarly, Waldron likes 
handwriting and mailing letters 
and postcards. 

And, through the scrapbooks, 
she has put her stamp on 
topics of historical and cultural 
significance as well. 

Collecting clippings: local resident preserves glimpses of history, pop culture

A CENTURIES OLD HOBBY COLLECTS THE PAST – Anne Waldron 
has been clipping and saving the story of her time: Canoe journeys, dog 
birthday parties, each holds significance. 	       – Photo by Bill Reynolds

The Washington state 
Department of Health has issued 
area lake and beach closures 
and closed recreational shellfish 
harvesting due to toxins.

All waters around the entire 
San Juan archipelago from the 
southeast tip of Guemes Island 
west and north to Canadian 
waters and southwest to north-
ern Whidbey Island is a Marine 
Biotoxin Closure Zone closed for 
harvesting all species includ-
ing clams, geoduck, scallops, 
mussels, oysters, snails and other 
invertebrates, but not crab or 
shrimp.

Beaches closed for all species 
of shellfish harvesting include: 
Bay View State Park, March 
Point Recreational Area, Samish 
Island Recreational Area and 
North and South Skagit Wildlife 
Area.

Lake Campbell was closed 
until further notice due to high 

microcystin level, toxic blue 
green algae, Skagit County 
Public Health reported Aug. 18. 
Test samples Aug. 16 and 22 
exceeded safe limits. 

Pass Lake was also listed as 
closed Aug. 29. Microcystin 
samples exceeded safe limit in an 
Aug. 7 test.

Cyanobacteria, blue-green al-
gae, can produce toxins at levels 
that are harmful to humans, pets, 

domestic animals and wildlife. 
There is no way to detect toxins 
in an algae bloom except through 
laboratory analysis.

Lake test results posted at 
Washington State Toxic Algae: 
nwtoxicalgae.org/Default.aspx.

Shellfish status: fortress.
wa.gov/doh/biotoxin/biotoxin.
html.

Questions, email Samantha 
Russell: eh@co.skagit.wa.us.

Closed area beaches, lakes, crabbing
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America, your butt to Seattle 
First National Bank and your 
armpits to the new extra crispy 
Right Guard.

“No, the growing person is not 
an ideal consumer, which means, 
in more realistic terms, he or 
she is not an easy slave. Worse 
yet, if he or she continues to 
grow, grows far enough and long 
enough, he or she may get too 
close to the universal mysteries, 
the nature of which the Navy and 
the Dutch Reformed Church do 
not encourage us to ponder. The 
growing person is an uncom-
fortable reminder of the greater 
human potential that each of us 
might realize if we had the guts.

“So, society wants you to grow 
up to reach a safe, predictable 
plateau and root there. To muzzle 
your throb. To lower the volume 
on the singing in your blood. 
Capers all cut, sky finally larked, 
surprises known: SETTLE 
DOWN —  settle like the sand in 
the bottom of an hourglass, like a 
coffin six months in the ground. 
Act your age, which means act 
their age and that has, from the 
moment they stopped growing, 
always been old.”

People who graduated from 
high school in the 1960s and 
early 1970s remember it as a time 
of great unrest. Robert Kennedy 
and Martin Luther King were 
gunned down. The disaster of 
the war in Vietnam rolled on 
and the casualties mounted. 
Universities exploded in protest. 
Soldiers opened fire and killed 
students at Kent State. Cambodia 
was bombed. Black civil rights 
marchers were hosed by police 
and beaten with batons. And as 
Robbins spoke, the walls were 
closing in on President Richard 
Nixon, the fall of Saigon was a 
year away and everywhere people 
grappled with a loss of faith in 
government and social institu-
tions. And Robbins lashed out.

“Growing up is a trap.
“As for responsibility, I am 

forced to ask, responsibility to 
what? To our fellow man? Two 
weeks ago, the newspapers 
reported that a federal court had 
ruled that when a person’s brain 
stops functioning, that person is 

legally dead, even though his or 
her heart may continue to beat. 
That means that 80% of the 
population of the Earth is legally 
dead. Must we be responsible to 
corpses?

“No, you have no responsibil-
ity except to be yourself to the 
fullest limit of yourself. And to 
find out who you are. Or perhaps 
I should say to remember who 
you are. Because deep down in 
the secret velvet of your heart, 
far beyond your name and 
address, each of you knows who 
you really are. And that being 
who is true cannot help but 
behave graciously to all other 
beings – because it is all other 
beings.

“Ah, but we must be respon-
sible and if we are, then we are 
rewarded with the white man’s 
legal equivalent of looting: a 
steady job, a secure income, 
easy credit, free access to all the 
local emporiums and a home of 
your own to pile the merchandise 
in. And so what if there is no 
magic in your life, no wonder, no 
amazement, no playfulness, no 
peace of mind, no sense of unity 
with the universe, no giggling 
joy, no burning passion, no deep 
understanding, no overwhelming 
love? At least your ego has the 
satisfaction of knowing you are a 
responsible citizen.

“The only advice I have for 
you tonight is not to actively 
resist or fight the system, because 
active protest and resistance 
merely entangles you in the 
system. Instead, ignore it, walk 
away from it. Turn your backs on 
it, laugh at it. Don’t be outraged, 
be outrageous! Never be stu-
pid enough to respect authority 
unless that authority proves itself 
respectable.

“So be your own authori-
ty, lead yourselves. Learn the 
ways and means of the ancient 
yogi masters, pied pipers, cloud 
walkers and medicine men. Get 
in harmony with nature. Listen to 
the loony rhythms of your blood. 
Look for beauty and poetry in 
everything in life. Let there be 
no moon that does not know you, 
no spring that does not lick you 
with its tongues. Refuse to play it 
safe, for it is from the wavering 
edge of risk that the sweetest 
honey of freedom drips and drips. 
Live dangerously, live lovingly. 

Believe in magic. Nourish your 
imagination. Use your head, even 
if it means going out of your 
mind. Learn, like the lemon and 
the tomato learned, the laws of 
the sun. Become aware, like the 
jungle became aware, of your 
own perfume. Remember that 
life is much too serious to take 
seriously – so never forget how 
to play. Looking at you tonight, 
I know you are going to do just 
fine.”

Today, Robbins lives in La 
Conner and is 91 years old. I 
heard he only responds to written 
letters, so I sent him a copy of 
the speech and asked him how 
he came to be in Oak Harbor that 
night and what he thinks about 
his speech now. He graciously 
responded:

“Your epistle has caught up 
with me (or me with it) in this 
little clam-cawed outpost where I 
continue to follow the Charmer’s 
pipes down oblique paths of … 
well, I’m unsure if there is a 
fitting name for it. In any case, 
I’m happy to be here (and Here) 
and both surprised and cheered 
to be reminded of the one and 
only high school commencement 
address I have ever delivered. I 
must confess that it pleases me 
to discover that the speech not 
only fails to redden my cheeks, 
but actually provokes a kind of 
prideful grin.”

Robbins said he was invited to 
speak at the event by a woman 
he was romantically involved 
with at the time who had friends 
in the graduating class. Robbins 
added:

“It produces a tiny tingle of 
pleasure to learn that there may 
be people who can still recall 
that event and my contribution 
to it. (The statute of limitations 
would protect me, I suppose, 
from any belated accusations of 
contribution to the delinquency 
of minors.)”

I checked Oak Harbor’s news-
paper, the Whidbey News-Times, 
which is preserved on microfilm 
at the Washington State Library, 
to see if a reporter covered the 
commencement address. A very 
helpful librarian at the state 
library wheeled through the 
microfilmed newspaper pages for 
June 1974 and found a story and 
a blurry photo of students with 
Robbins. The story was long on 
explaining what the Off Campus 
School was and how its future 
was threatened, but it was short 
on the substance of Robbins’ 
address. Although the speech has 
surfaced here and there over the 
years, most of the words Tom 
Robbins spoke that night echoed 
only in the ears of those 20 grad-
uates – until now.

“Let me wrap this up with a 
few short questions I am often 
asked.

“1. Will we be eaten by bugs 
and worms? We ought to be. We 
have eaten and we ought to be 
eaten. This is Justice and there 
is no stopping it. If you have 
your body burned, starving the 
earth to glorify a memory, you 
are asking for trouble. I have no 
idea what form the trouble might 
take, but I do know that if you 
are too good to be eaten by bugs 
and worms, you are asking for 
trouble.

“2. Does your soul fly out of 
your body at the moment you 
die? No. This is a foolish super-
stition. Your soul is constantly 
flying out of your body in just 
the same way that energy is con-
stantly flying out of the sun. At 
the moment your body dies, the 
soul stops flying out.

“3. Is Jesus coming back? Yes, 
all the time. And so are you. All 
souls echo forever throughout the 
universe.

“I hope you have a wonderful 
trip.”

Obee directs the Washington 
Newspapers Publishers 
Association.5

Tom Robbins. . . (from page 1)
“Learn the ways and 
means of the ancient 
yogi masters, pied pipers, 
cloud walkers and medi-
cine men. Get in harmony 
with nature. Listen to the 
loony rhythms of your 
blood. Look for beauty 
and poetry in everything 
in life. Let there be no 
moon that does not 
know you, no spring that 
does not lick you with its 
tongues. ”

Tom Robbins

do this year is have a few plays that 
we run really well and then add 
some more plays as we go along.” 

Damien was able to move the 
Braves through the air and on 
scrambles last season. Junior C.J. 
Edwards was a key receiver for 
Damien out of the backfield and 
showed he could both run between 
the tackles and get to the edge. His 
workload is likely to increase this 
season. 

It helps, too, that the team has 
experience in the trenches with se-
niors Kenai Zimmerman and Oscar 
Soto ticketed for duty upfront on 
both sides of the ball. Alex Martin 
and Isaiah Miller, also seniors, will 
get plenty of snaps as well. 

“Isaiah was a jack of all trades 
for us last year,” Edwards said. “He 
played some linebacker, offensive 
line and running back.” 

Brent Bobb, Jaydin Clark, Austin 
McClure and Nathan Bailey are 
also being counted on to make solid 
contributions for the Braves, who 
closed out 2022 with a 56-6 romp at 
Lummi, a game in which McClure 
scored a TD. 

La Conner opens the season at 
perennial state 2B title contender 
Morton/White Pass on Sept. 2. 

The Braves’ home opener is 
a Sept. 8 non-league test with 
Evergreen of Seattle. 

Successive NW2B matchups are 
with Friday Harbor Sept. 14, and at 
Coupeville Sept. 22.. La Conner has 
rematches at Friday Harbor Oct. 13 
and with Coupeville Oct. 20 in the 
second half of the season. 

The mid-season schedule 
features a non-league Sept. 29 visit 
to Bellingham and Oct. 7 matinee 
home date with Mabton. 

Edwards, while lamenting the 
loss of assistant Ari Landworth 
from last year’s staff, was pleased 
to have fellow La Conner alums 
James, Reinstra and Agen alongside 
when practices kicked off. 

“It’s great having these alums 
here,” said Edwards. “I love the pas-
sion and intensity that they bring.” 

Edwards said the camaraderie 
between coaches and players 
has paid dividends well ahead of 
scoreboards and field lights being 
turned on. 

“When the kids understand that 
care for them,” Edwards explained, 
“they play harder.” 

Braves. . . (from page 4)
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

NOT TO BE MISSED
King for a Day! Come one, 
come all for Tom Robbins Day 
from 1-3 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 2. 
Dress up as your favorite Tom 
Robbins character “or as crazy as 
you want.” Festivities include a 
parade, food and drink, arts and 
shopping, fun gifts and gaiety, 
and a raffle to benefit children’s 
reading programs at La Conner 
Swinomish Library.

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish Library. 
520 Morris St., La Conner. 360-
466-3352.www.lclib.lib.wa.us. 
Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.
• Storytime for Children. 11 a.m. 

every Friday. 
• Book Club. Meets at 2 p.m. 

every fourth Wednesday. 
Info: Richard Wisniewski at 
wisniew10@gmail.com

• Tech Help. 4-6 p.m. every 
Monday. One-on-one technical 
support in 30-minute blocks.

• Dungeons & Dragons Club. 
3-5 p.m. every Tuesday. No 
previous gaming experience 
necessary.

Mount Vernon Public Library.
315 Snoqualmie St., Mount 
Vernon. 360-336-6209, mount-
vernonwa.gov. 
• Virtual Reality. Every Saturday, 

1-3 p.m. Must be 12 or older.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220 
10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-

8067, CityofAnacortes.org. 

Burlington Public Library. 820 
E. Washington Ave., Burlington. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library. 
• Knitting Club. All ages, 

Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

MUSEUMS
Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum. 703 S. Second 
St., La Conner.11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday through Sunday. 
qfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288. 
See two new exhibits: 
• Bojagi Journey 2023; curated 

by Patti King. July 26 - Oct. 8
• David Owen Hastings: Paper + 

Stitch. Aug. 2 - Oct 29

Skagit County Historical Muse-
um. 360-466-3365 or skagitcoun-
ty.net/museum. Hours 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Thursday-Sunday.
• Exhibit: “I Do, the History of 

Weddings,” through Sept. 24.

Museum of Northwest Art. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday, noon-5 p.m. Sunday 
and Monday. monamuseum.org, 
360-466-4446.

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle. 
Meets 1-2 p.m. every 
Wednesday, Burlington Senior 
Center. For more info, email 
yogaheartspace0@gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. Meets 

4:30-6:30 p.m. every Thursday, 
Shelter Bay Clubhouse. No au-
ditions required. Questions, call 
Joan at 360-941-7507.

La Conner Live Concert Series. 
Live music 1-4 p.m. every 
Sunday in Gilkey Square. 

Burlington Summer Nights. 
Live music from 6-8 p.m. every 
Friday at the Burlington Visitor 
Center Amphitheater, 520 E. 
Fairhaven Ave., Burlington.

SERVICE & VOLUNTEER
La Conner Sunrise Food Bank.
Food distribution from 2:30-5 
p.m. every Monday, 602 S. Third 
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878. 
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Swinomish Helping Hands 
Food Bank. Food distribution 
from 2-5 p.m. every Thursday. 
Non-essentials every first 
Thursday. 17444 Snee Oosh 
Road, La Conner. 360-856-2211. 
helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

Skagit Valley Humane Society.
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington. 
360-757-0445. Find volunteer 
and donation opportunities online 
at skagithumane.org.

MEETINGS
Rotary Club of La Conner.
laconnerrotary.org. Meetings 6-7 
p.m. every Monday at Shawn 
O’Donnell’s Farmhouse restau-
rant. Optional dinner at 5:30 p.m.

Blackberry Pie
By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor.

Look for blackberries grow-
ing away from busy roads. 
Bring garden clippers to cut 
back the thorny brambles. 
To clean, give two quick 
rinses and drain immediate-
ly. Measure and gently push 
the berries into the measur-
ing cup. 

Ingredients
• Blackberries, 6 cups
• Sugar, 1 cup
• Flour, 1/2 cup
• Cinnamon, 1/2 teaspoon
• Lemon juice, 1 table-

spoon, fresh squeezed
• Butter, 1 tablespoon
• Pastry for two crust pie
• Tin foil

Preparation
Preheat your oven to 425 
degrees F. Line a pie pan 
with one pie crust. In a 
small bowl, mix the sugar, 
flour and cinnamon. Pour 
over your berries (in a sep-
arate bowl) and gently mix. 

Pour onto the bottom pie 
crust and spread out. Sprin-
kle with the lemon juice. Cut 
the butter into thin pieces 
and scatter over the top. 
Place the second pie crust 
over and crimp the edges, 
piercing the top to allow 
berry juices to escape. 
Crimp the tin foil over the 
edge of the pie and leave 
there until the last 20 to 
15 minutes of baking time. 
Bake for 45 minutes. Cool 
slightly before cutting.

aqiimukskitchen
@outlook.com

POLICE BLOTTER
SKAGIT COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Marina MOORINGS
Port of Skagit

Wednesday, Aug. 23
12:43 p.m. Hole opened – 
Manhole cover was open creating 
a traffic hazard for vehicles. 
La Conner public works staff 
were able to fix it. Maple Ave. / 
Caledonia St., La Conner.

8:12 p.m. California spending 
spree – Person called to report 
that his credit card information 
had been stolen and was being 
used in Southern California. 
Funds were replaced by the 
bank and there is no suspect 
information or idea how the credit 
information was obtained. Farm 
to Market Rd., Edison.

8:55 p.m. Designated driv-
er – Deputies were called to a 
motorhome that had been parked 
in the area for several hours and 
was partially blocking the road. 
Deputies contacted the occupant 
who stated he had pulled over 
to rest and thought he was off 
the road. Deputies noticed signs 
of impairment and asked if the 
subject would take a portable 
breath test to see if he could 
drive. The subject was well over 
the limit and gave permission 
for the deputy to move the RV 
approximately 50 yards to a safe 
location. Young Rd. / SR 536, 
Greater La Conner.

Thursday, Aug. 23
11:16 p.m. Lights out, sort of 
– A juvenile was driving home 
from work when they apparently 
fell asleep and left the roadway. 
The car went into a ditch and 
broke a power pole. A second 
vehicle then drove into the power 

lines that were hanging across 
the road doing some damage 
to that vehicle. Subjects were 
not impaired, and the issue was 
resolved with an exchange of 
insurance info and repairs from 
the power company. Fir Island 
Rd., Conway.

Saturday, Aug. 26
9:22 a.m. Flagged flagger – 
Caller complained that the flag-
ging crew at the intersection was 
not doing a good job and needed 
more signs. A deputy checked 
the area and saw that everything 
was running smooth and the crew 
was doing a good job. McLean / 
La Conner Whitney Rds., Greater 
La Conner.

6:00 p.m. Caller called out – 
Person called in to report that 
he was being assaulted at the 
bar. Yelling could be heard in the 
background of the 911 call. Depu-
ties arrived and found this was an 
intoxicated male who was being 
kicked out for yelling at staff. No 
assault occurred and the subject 
was removed. Cains Ct., Edison.

As August draws to an end, we can start to take stock of a sea-
son of travels. We had several marina members travel to Canada 
and Alaska this summer. One couple I spoke with put their fourth 
marker on the saloon hatch, celebrating another summer lived 
with a lot of adventure. They boated, fished and hiked to every hot 
spring between here and Skagway. Others are just getting back and 
have not come into the office yet to tell me their highlights, but 
they will. This is the kind of thing a community likes to share and 
we are always happy to hear about people’s adventures.

Another marina couple this week cast off their lines for the last 
time. They and their dog are heading out the Straits and making a 
left for Mexico. As of now they do not plan to come back. This is 
pretty exciting! They are living the dream a lot of people have but 
for whatever reason do not seem able to throw off the lines and 
just head out. I respect their courage for trying and wish them the 
best!

Yet another member just got back and is at the midpoint of a 
lifetime trip. They bought their sailboat in California and headed 
west, planning never to return. However, they realized they 
needed some more training and came back to finish the Marine 
Technology program at Skagit Valley College. They will be here 
until June and then they will really head west and south, with the 
intent this time that it is a one-way trip. Never say never, but they 
are a determined pair and if anyone can make it work they can.

Safety and Maintenance: I mentioned the Skagit Valley 
College Marine Technology program above. I want to call out this 
local gem. This program offers practical training for everyone 
from professional operators to recreational skippers. They have 
a gas and diesel engine focus or a marine electronics focus, or to 
be really prepared you can take both over two years. The labs, 
demonstration materials and instruction are all first rate. The age 
range of students is 18 – 90. If you want to gain confidence in 
managing every aspect of your vessel, from engines to electronics 
and hulls to heads, this is the program to look to.

See you on the Channel!
— Chris Omdal, harbormaster

Connect Anywhere, Anytime.
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CALL TODAY (866) 788-1147

• Medicaid
• SNAP
• SSI
• WIC

• Veterans Pension
• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
• Tribal Assistance Program
• Housing Assistance
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

(888) 674-7053

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $735 Value!

Whether you are home or away, protect what matters 
most from unexpected power outages with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator.

Answers on page 5
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LEGAL NOTICES

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

Classified ads now in print and online • same low price
Submit your ad by Sunday noon for next issue publishing • laconnerweeklynews.com/classifiedads or 360-466-3315

CLASSIFIEDS

WANTED: La Conner 
apartment rental wanted by a 
mature, able-bodied veterans 
with excellent local references. 
360-421-2423

FOR SALE Snee Oosh 
Waterfront Open House daily 
9/1 -9/4: AIA award winning 
remodel in this beautiful island 
waterfront home (no Ferry 
Req’d). All one level, 3 bedroom 
+Den+ offi ce with spacious 
primary ensuite with 18’ dressing 
room and closet. Eagle greets 
the morning at the kitchen 
garden window, vertical fi r 
cabinetry, counters and island 
concrete inlaid w/beach stones. 
Contrasting blue steel/satin steel 
surround FP with fi r mantle. 
Oak and tile fl oors with Tibetan 
carpet in Primary. Garage 
storage + shop/storage space. 
Metal Roof. Stunning westerly 
facing sunsets. 23’ covered 
porch overlooks Kiket Bay from 
Lone Tree Point, Hope Island to 
Similk Bay. One acre lot with 100’ 
beachfront. Easy access to Kiket 
Island /Kukutali Hiking trails. Fee 
Simple Land, individual Well and 
Generator. 

APARTMENT FOR RENT: On 
First St., channel view, center 
of town. Ideal for retirement, 1 
bedroom over the Red Door. 
$2,500 a month. 206-669-2447 or 
360-708-6495

HELP WANTED: PRODUCT 
DESIGNER. GLDN, Inc., in La 
Conner is seeking a Product 
Designer for jewelry related 
product design. Salary  $74,630-
$75,000/yr. Resume to jobs@
gldn.com

JO’S HEALING HANDS. Time 
for a massage. Call Jo’s Healing 
Hands for an appointment. 360-
708-2022.

GARAGE SALE. Lots of good 
stuff! Craft supplies, men’s 
clothing & shoes, patio furniture, 
home goods, bike rack, grill, 
books, canning jars, DVDs, 
marine & boating items, many 
more treasures! 10 am-4 pm, 
Sept. 2-4 (Labor Day weekend), 
319 N. First St., La Conner. Near 
the South Basin Marina, across 
from the Yacht Club.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 

with a $325 classifi ed listing or 
$1600 for a display ad. Call this 
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for 
details. 

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call for 
details, 855-635-4229.

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-888-360-1582.

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES today with a 
GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 money down + 
low monthly payment options. 
Request a FREE Quote. Call now 
before the next power outage: 
1-888-674-7053.

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR 
LODGING TAX FUNDING
The Town of La Conner is ac-

cepting requests for Hotel/Mo-
tel tax distributions for budget 
year 2024. The 2024 Lodging 
Tax Fund Request for Propos-
al may be found on the Town 
website under the Finance 
Department at www.townofl a-
conner.org. All requests must 
be received (no postmarks) 
at La Conner Town Hall, 204 
Douglas, P.O. Box 400, La 
Conner, WA 98257. by 3:30 
p.m. on September 8, 2023. 
Please address any questions 
to Maria DeGoede, Finance 
Director, at fi nancedirector@
townofl aconneror.org or call 
360.466-3125. Late submis-
sions will not be accepted.   
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, August 23 and 
30, 2023.
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 

OF WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY

CHRISTINA EGERER, as 
Successor Trustee of the 

Wilson Family Trust dated 
June 19th, 1997

Plaintiff 
vs.

THE HEIRS & DEVISEES 
OF JOHN JOHNSON & 

WILHEMINA JOHNSON, 
h/w; AND, ALL PERSONS 
UNKNOWN CLAIMING 
ANY INTEREST IN OR 

TO THE SUBJECT REAL 
PROPERTY
Defendants

No. 23-2-00565-29
SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON TO: ALL 
PERSONS UNKNOWN 

CLAIMING ANY 
INTEREST IN OR TO 
THE SUBJECT REAL 

PROPERTY, Defendants:
You are hereby summoned to 

appear within sixty days after 
the date of the fi rst publica-
tion of this summons, to wit, 
within sixty days after the 26th 
day of July, 2023, and defend 
the above entitled action in 
the above entitled court, and 
answer the complaint of the 
plaintiff s, and serve a copy 
of your answer upon the un-
dersigned attorney for plain-
tiff s at his offi  ce below stated; 
and in case of your failure so 
to do, judgment will be ren-
dered against you according to 
the demand of the complaint, 
which has been fi led with the 
clerk of said court.
The object of this action is to 

quiet title to certain real prop-
erty, located in Skagit County, 
Washington, and described as 
follows:
That portion of the Northeast 

¼ of the Northwest ¼ of Sec-
tion 14, Township 35 North, 
Range 3 East, W.M., lying 
East of the Pacifi c Highway;
EXCEPT one acre, also 

showing as one acre square, 
also showing as the North 
208.7 feet of the East 208.7 
feet thereof.
DATED: July 26, 2023.

CRAIG SJOSTROM #21149
Attorney for Plaintiff 
1204 Cleveland Ave.
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
(360) 848-0339
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News July 26, Aug. 2, 
9, 16, 23, 30, 2023.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY

No. 23-4-00417-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

In the Matter of the Estates of
Glen K. and Betty R. Loy, 

husband and wife, Deceased
The personal representative 

named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate. Any person 
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below, a copy of 
the claim and fi ling the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
fi rst publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is eff ective as to claims 
against both the decedents’ 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of fi rst publication:  Au-

gust 16, 2023
Glenda R. Gundersen
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-

HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway 

Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Aug. 16, 23, 
30, 2023.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 23-4-00416-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
In the Matter of the Estate of

Donna M. Zeltinger, Deceased
The personal representative 

named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate.  Any person 
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 

in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below, a copy of 
the claim and fi ling the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
fi rst publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is eff ective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of fi rst publication: Au-

gust 16, 2023
Michelle M. Foggin
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-

HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway 

Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Aug. 16, 23, 
30, 2023.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF 

KING
In re the Estate of STEPHEN 

E. WICKS, Deceased
Case No.: 23-4-05210-0SEA

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
The personal representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate. Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative or 
the personal representative’s 
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim 
and fi ling the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim must 
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW l l .40.020(l)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
fi rst publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is eff ective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication: 

Aug. 16, 2023
Personal Representative: 

Cindy Maxwell
Attorney for the Person-

al Representative: Michael 
Biesheuvel
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice: 114 Second Ave. S., Suite 
101, Edmonds, WA 98020
Court of probate proceedings 

and case number: King Coun-
ty, WA
Law Offi  ces of Kyle G. Ray, 

P.S. 114 Second Ave. S., Suite 
101, Edmonds, WA 98020
(425) 712-0279
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Aug. 16, 23, 
30, 2023.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON

FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
Estate of

C. SUSAN COOPER
(a/k/a SUSAN COOPER), 

Deceased.
NO.  23-4-00405-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE

The above Court has appoint-
ed me as Personal Representa-
tive of Decedent’s estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the Decedent must present 
the claim: (a) Before the time 
when the claim would be 
barred by any applicable stat-
ute of limitations, and (b) In 
the manner provided in RCW 
11.40.070: (i) By fi ling the 
original of the claim with the 
foregoing Court, and (ii) By 
serving on or mailing to me 
at the address below a copy of 
the claim.  The claim must be 
presented by the later of: (a) 
Thirty (30) days after I served 
or mailed this Notice as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c), or (b) Four (4) months af-
ter the date of fi rst publication 
of this Notice.  If the claim 
is not presented within this 
time period, the claim will be 
forever barred except as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060.  This bar is eff ec-
tive for claims against both 
the Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication of 

this Notice: August 16, 2023
Jerald Allen, Personal 

Representative
c/o Jayne Marsh Gilbert, 

WSBA #24656
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
314 Pine Street, Sute 211
Mount Vernon, WA  98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Aug. 16, 23, 
30, 2023.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 

OF KING
In the Matter of the Estate of:

NANCY M. HUSTED, 
Deceased.

NO. 23-4-05572-9 KNT
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
Jami L. Wallace has been ap-

pointed as the Personal Rep-
resentative of this estate. Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by: (a) fi ling the original of 
the claim with the Court, and 
(b) serving the Personal Rep-
resentative or the Personal 
Representative’s attorney at 
the address stated below with 
a copy of the claim. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) THIRTY DAYS 
after the Personal Represen-
tative has served actual notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(3); or 
(2) FOUR MONTHS after the 
date of fi rst publication of the 
notice. If the claim is not pre-
sented within this time frame, 
the claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provided in 
RCW sections 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060. This bar is eff ec-

tive as to claims against both 
the decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
DATE OF OPENING PRO-

BATE: August 9, 2023
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-

TION: August 16, 2023
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
Michael K. DuBeau, WSBA 

# 15581 Michael DuBeau & 
Associates, PS 2135 - 112th 
Avenue, N.E., Suite 200 
Bellevue, WA 98004. (425) 
455-9787
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Aug. 16, 23, 
30, 2023.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUN-

TY OF SNOHOMISH
The Estate of Joshua E. 

MARQUEZ,
Deceased,

Cathy MARQUEZ,
Petitioner

NO. 23-4-01042-31
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
TO: ALL CREDITORS OF 

THE DECEDENT
YOU AND EACH OF YOU 

TAKE NOTE that the Per-
sonal Representative named 
below has been appointed as 
Personal Representative of 
this Estate. Any person hav-
ing a claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the Personal 
Representative or the Person-
al Representative’s attorney 
at the address stated below a 
copy of the claim and fi ling 
the original of the claim with 
the Court. The claim must be 
presented within the later of: 
(1) Thirty days after the Per-
sonal Representative served 
or mailed the notice to the 
creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
fi rst publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is eff ective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.  
Date of First Publication Au-

gust 23, 2023
Personal Representative: 

Cathy MARQUEZ
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice: JOSEPH D. BOWEN 
ATTORNEY AT LAW, 401 
South Second Street, Mount 
Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Aug. 23, 30, 
Sept. 6, 2023.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON FOR KING 

COUNTY
In Re the Estate of

LEONNA J. GRAY,
Deceased.

NO.  23-4-04266-0 SEA
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
The personal representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070, by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the person-
al representative’s attorney 
at the address stated below a 
copy of the claim and fi ling 
the original of the claim with 
the court.  The claim must be 
presented within the later of: 
(a) Thirty days after the per-
sonal representative served 
or mailed the notice to the 
creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
fi rst publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is eff ective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication: Au-

gust 23, 2023.
Personal Representative: 

Brenda D.R. Warner
Attorneys for Personal Rep-

resentative: OSTREM LAW, 

PLLC
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice: 8905 Roosevelt Way NE, 
Seattle, WA 98115
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Aug. 23, 30, 
Sept. 6, 2023.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 23-4-00426-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
In the Matter of the Estate of

Steven J. Hill, Deceased
The personal representative 

named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate.  Any person 
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below, a copy of 
the claim and fi ling the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
fi rst publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is eff ective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of fi rst publication: Au-

gust 23, 2023
Drusilla A. Hill
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-

HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway 

Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Aug. 23, 30, 
Sept. 6, 2023.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 23-4-00441-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
In the Matter of the Estate of

Margery G. Zimmerman, 
Deceased

The personal representative 
named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate.  Any person 
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below, a copy of 
the claim and fi ling the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
fi rst publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is eff ective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of fi rst publication: Au-

gust 30, 2023
Ann L. Hernandez
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-

HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway 

Drive, Suite B, Mount Vernon, 
WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, Aug. 30, Sept. 
6 and 13, 2023.

Love 
Puzzles!

See our new online puzzle page  
laconnerweeklynews.com/puzzles 
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Sept. 2: Let’s celebrate Tom Robbins

Celebrating Tom Robbins Day

Forum Arts
Meg Holgate

By Appointment
206 992-0444

721 1st Street, LaConner
www.megholgate.com

The Fork at Skagit Bay
“The Best Happy Hour in La Conner”

513 1st St.
La Conner, WA 98257

Ph. (360) 399-1297

www.theforkatskagitbay.com

BOOTS     SHOES     SLIPPERS & MORE!!!
Give a gift of comfort this holiday!

Holiday Gift Bag Special by illy Cafe - $60 Retail
360-466-3397

A Destination Shoe Store!

stepoutsidelaconner.com
101 S. First Street La Conner

stepoutsidelaconner.com  ▪  360-466-3397
101 South 1st Street, La Conner

www.lovelaconner.com

SAVE THE DATES
Tom Robbins Day September 2 - Come in your favorite 
Tom Robbins character attire or as crazy as you want 
in his honor! Parade 1-3, food and drink and arts and 
shopping. Lots of fun gifts and Gaiety. Raffle to help kid 
reading programs at the library. 
No personal photos or signing with tom, please.

Brew on the Slough, October 21 - Sample beer and 
cider in Maple Hall. 

Jingle Bells, Ladies Night Out, November 17 - Shop 
downtown La Conner.

Award-winning wines 
Locally handcrafted

Open 12 to 6
Mon. - Sunday 

Find us in Gilkey Square
Come enjoy 

a glass of wine!

106 1st St, La Conner, WA
360-840-7240

Reservations: opentable.com

117 Maple Ave
La Conner

360-399.1074

info@the heroninn.com
www.theheroninn.com

Gift certifi cates available!

The Heron Inn & Day Spa
Enjoy a very clean, lovely 

nine-room Bed and Breakfast 
with Day Spa in beautiful 
La Conner, Washington.

Relax, we’ll take care of you.

Gregg & Roberta
Westover

604 South First St. La Conner

360-466-4101

Come visit us in 
downtown La Conner

Kitchen tools and fi ne foods
www.oliveshoppe.com

For over 40 years offering the 
Northwest’s best selection of 
fi ne 100% American-made 
woodcrafts.

Gifts· Furniture
Salad Bowls· Jewelry Boxes

Wood Carvings· Cutting Boards

woodmerchant.com  ■  Facebook.com/woodmerchant
Custom Designs available

709 South 1st. Street
La Conner, WA
360-466-4741

101 1st St # 1&2
360-399-1617

Congrats Class of 2022!
Celebrating
Tom Robbins 

Day

101 1st St # 1 & 2
La Conner

360-399-1617

Open 7 days a week!
10 - 6

On Gilkey Square
360-399-1800

www.seaportbooks.com

106 S. First St.
La Conner

Tom
Robbins 

books
10% OFF

By Bill Reynolds

Some people, no matter how 
dire the situation, always see 
things with a glass half-full 
perspective. 

And then there’s Tom Robbins. 
The acclaimed La Conner au-

thor, who famously quit his gig 
at the Seattle Times by calling in 
“well,” has during his more than 
50 years here earned repute as a 
joy hunter, always seeking and 
cherishing life’s “cup runneth 
over” moments. 

That tireless devotion to opti-
mism, regularly punctuated with 
wit and whimsy, will be saluted 
during “Tom Robbins Day” fes-
tivities in town Saturday. 

Robbins, whom the Los 
Angeles Times hailed as the 
new Mark Twain following 
release of his “Another Roadside 
Attraction” in 1971, will be feted 
as king for a day in recognition 
of his long reign over the 
domains of imagination and 
exultation, often dispensed from 
the renowned New York Times 
bestseller list. 

Additionally, the Sept. 2 event 
will generate financial sup-
port for youth arts and literacy 
outreach programs at the new La 
Conner Swinomish Library on 
Morris Street. 

“This is huge for us,” library 
director Jean Markert said. 
“We’re really excited about it. 
We’re still quite early in the 
process, but we can envision a 
space where kids can come and 
be creative and be themselves. 
It’s going to be great.” 

Markert said that Robbins’ 
books are quite popular with La 
Conner readers. 

“Most of them are (always) 
checked out,” she said, “especial-
ly right now.” 

The library has added a trivia 
card game to its Robbins collec-
tion that can now be obtained 
with a donation to the La Conner 
Library Foundation, she said. 

Ahead of Saturday’s celebra-
tion, the library has unveiled a 
“Tom Robbins Tree” bearing 
images of and quotes from the 
author, a son of the rural south 
who seamlessly transitioned to 
life in the Pacific Northwest, 
where among his more notable 
and early reporting assignments 
was a review of Jimi Hendrix’s 
homecoming concert for a Seat-
tle underground newspaper. 

La Conner proved an ideal 
landing spot for the former 
Seattle metro journalist. Much 
like the La Conner of yore, 
Robbins’ North Carolina 
hometown had morphed each 
summer from what has been 
described as a “backwater 

small town” to a popular tourist 
destination. 

“When you live in a fast-
paced, competitive environment, 
you’re less inclined to daydream, 
or to engage in long conversa-
tions, in which language is used 
for its own sake,” Robbins told 
interviewer Mary Ann Gwinn in 
2014. “As a kid I was exposed to 
snake handlers, gypsies, moon-
shiners and eccentric old men 
who were great storytellers.” 

Robbins, now 91 and the 
grandson of preachers, would 
become one of America’s pre-
eminent storytellers through his 
string of bestselling novels. 

His career led local fans 
earlier this summer to approach 

Robbins’ wife, Alexa, about the 
possibility of honoring him with 
a day of joy and celebration – 
complete with a parade, costume 
contest, food, beverages, arts and 
shopping. 

Alexa Robbins gave her 
blessing, especially when Tom 
Robbins Day was aligned with 
support of the library’s mission 
to serve the community’s youth. 

“Libraries,” Alexa Robbins 
told the Weekly News, “are 
interactive places where people 
can be fed. And our library is the 
perfect place to be a real commu-
nity center. 

She called the day for her 
husband “a great idea. It’s a great 
way to celebrate imagination, 
creativity and wonder. It’s a way 
we can celebrate what we can be 
as a human family.” 

Mayor Ramon Hayes will be 
among the celebrants. He intends 
to present the author a formal 
Tom Robbins Day proclamation 
during the Saturday parade. 

“First and foremost, like every 
citizen of La Conner,” said 
Hayes, “Tom is a valued member 
of the community. And, in his 
case, he has achieved a signifi-
cant level of achievement.” 

Library patron Kelsey Stevens, 
a parent of school-age children, 
was literally on the same page as 
the mayor. 

“It’s always a good thing to 
have a celebration,” Stevens 
said as she perused titles at the 
library Friday morning, “espe-
cially since it’s going to help 
the library’s children’s reading 
programs.” 

Robbins said it best in describ-
ing how the upcoming townwide 
celebration dovetails perfectly 
with her husband’s “joy in spite 
of everything” approach. 

“We’re here in this beautiful 
place,” she said, “and I feel our 
community is ripe to be a model 
for something that promotes the 
possibility of a movement for 
hope.” 

Townwide celebration to speak volumes of author’s community impact

Art, Decor & Furniture
From the Proprietors of 
The Wood Merchant
701 1st, La Conner, WA
360-399-1202
waterfallgallery.com

WATERFALL
GALLERY

Thank you
TOM

For all the fun.
All the “wise guys & gals” at Two Moons

TREE-MENDOUS IDEA — A Tom Robbins Tree at La Conner 
Swinomish Library is among the signature attractions that will highlight 
Saturday’s celebration of the local author’s career and witty, whimsical 
approach to life. — Photo by Bill Reynolds
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Fine Feathered Friends

Nature Store

Mason Bee and 
Insect houses, 
and not to 
forget Bat 
houses!
For the garden, 
small rusty 
metal garden 
stakes are a 
nice addition.

�nefeatheredfriends@wavecable.com
  www.�ne-featheredfriends.com 

Wild Bird Supply

Bird houses, 
bird baths and 
bird feeders. 
Many different 
hummingbird 
feeders that 
make nice 
additions to 
any yard. 

360-399-1610
101 N 1st St #5, La Conner 

Monday - Saturday, 10 am-5 pm 
& Sunday, 11 am-4pm

360-466-4836
1011 Morris Street, 
La Conner

GO
OUTSIDE
Lifestyle home store

go_outside_laconner

520 MORRIS ST., LA CONNER, WA           360-466-3352

Hey kids, have a great school year! 
Don’t forget to turn in your summer reading 

trackers so you can get your end of 
summer stay tuned for some fun 

new events this fall.
laconnerswinomishlibrary.org  

La Conner’s premier destination for quality 
antique furniture, unique finds and fun stuff 

for the entire family!

Open daily: 10:00am - 5:30pm
360-466-3209

103 E. Morris St, La Conner
Nastyjacks@yahoo.com

NASTY  JACK’S
ANTIQUES

Since 1972

nellthorn.com

Lunch Monday-Friday
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

Brunch Saturday-Sunday
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

Dinner 7 Nights A Week
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

Open 7 Days and 7 Nights

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery 
Celebrate Tom Robbins Day with a Beetroot Latte!

Iced or hot
Also available with chocolate as a Red Velvet Latte
“The beet is the most intense of vegetables. The 
radish, admittedly, is more feverish, but the fire of 
the radish is a cold fire, the fire of discontent not of 
passion. Tomatoes are lusty enough, yet there runs 
through tomatoes an undercurrent of frivolity.  Beets 
are deadly serious…
…The beet is the murderer returned to the scene of 
the crime. The beet is what happens when the cherry 
finishes with the carrot. The beet is the ancient ancestor of the autumn moon, 
bearded, buried, all but fossilized; the dark green sails of the grounded moon-
boat stitched with veins of primordial plasma; the kite string that once connected 
the moon to the Earth now a muddy whisker drilling desperately for rubies.”
                                                                – Tom Robbins, Jitterbug Perfume

Raven’s Cup, 106 S 1st St. La Conner • Open 7 days a week, starting at 7 am.

360-466-0555

E, 201 Morris St., 
La Conner

www.santocoyotemexican.com

End of Summer Special
Estate Chardonnay 20% Off 

Grown in Skagit Valley
Local wines from local vines

Skagit Crest 
Vineyard & Winery

360-333-9819
Tasting Room Open - Sat. & Sun. 

Noon to 6pm, Apr. - Oct.
Noon to 5pm, Nov. - Mar.

Tasting Room
105 North First St., Suite 1  

La Conner
www.skagitcrest.com

The Slider Café
DINE IN or TAKE OUT
Wed. - Mon.   7AM to 3PM

Celebrating Tom Robbins Day

360-466-4466
313 Morris St.
La Conner

the slider Café
Happy Veteran’s Day!

Open Wed – Mon
7am – 3pm

Dine in, take out or curb side
Solving the world’s hangry issues 1 meal at a time

Solving the world’s 
hunger issues 

1 meal at a time.

612 SOUTH FIRST STREET    
JENNINGSYARN.COM

ELEVATED COMFORT FOOD
CRAFT COCKTAILS, BEER,

WINE & MORE!

FAMILY - FRIENDLY
21 + BAR & BEER GARDEN 

INDOOR/OUTDOOR SEATING
CORNHOLE & YARD GAMES!

LA CONNER, WA
360-399-1394

www.FIREHALL-LCB.COM

THE FIREHALL
Kitchen & Taphouse

TOM
For your many contributions
to the roadside zoo of life

– Thanks
Your Friends at THE STALL

GGGGGGG DDDGDD
OOOGGD SSGGSGDD
PGGDPGDD
SGGGGGDD
PO BBBDD
NBPGGN PSPSGG
ADA  BGD!ADA  BGD!

ENCHANTED LOCKS HAIR SALON

503 Morris Street, La Conner
925.487.1848

enchantedlockssalon@gmail.com

caravancaravancaravancaravan
La Conner

gallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallerygallery

King for a Day:
Let’s 
celebrate 
Tom 
Robbins
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