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Swinomish Senate primary start of 2024 election season 
By Bill Reynolds

The calendar has flipped from 
December to January; 2023 to 2024. 

That means it’s a general election year. 
And the first local polling are two 

Swinomish Indian Tribal Community 
Senate primary races later this month. 

Six candidates, including the 
incumbents, are vying for a pair of 
five-year terms on the 11-member tribal 
governing body. 

Sen. Eric Day, first elected in 2019, 
faces challenges from Rodney John and 
James Bobb for Senate Seat No. 10. 

Three-term senator Brian Wilbur 
is seeking re-election to Seat No. 10, 
opposed by Bruce James and Myrtle 
Rivas. 

The top two vote-getters in each race 
will advance to the Feb. 10 general 
election. 

Wilbur, while lauding the strides 
Swinomish has made since 2009 – from 

its partnership with La Conner to finance 
the new award-winning library on Morris 
Street to its opening of major dental and 
wellness clinics – continues to direct his 
focus on the future. 

“There is more work to be done,” 
Wilbur said in an essay submitted to the 
tribal community’s Qyuuqs publication. 

He cited increased housing development 
and renovations, elder care and assisted 
living services, master lease negotiations 
with the Shelter Bay residential 
community, expansion of Swinomish 
hotel and medical clinic facilities and an 
updated sewer treatment agreement with 
La Conner among priority items. 

“As I reflect on the work we’ve 
accomplished over the last 15 years,” 
Wilbur said, “it’s clear how much the 
policies and programs we’ve implemented 
complement each other to make our 
community a better place to live. 

“We are working,” he added, “to raise 
the next generation of tribal members to 

be better than ourselves.” 
Wilbur noted that Swinomish has 

increased its student scholarship program 
from a one-time $2,500 payment to a full-
ride benefit, which “has enabled members 
to attend schools anywhere in the world, 
helping them become more educated and 
more employable to provide services the 
community needs.” 

His multiple tribal assignments include 
chairmanship of the dental licensing 
board. Wilbur points out that Swinomish, 
in conjunction with Skagit Valley 
College, has embarked on a model dental 
therapy education center and that the 
tribal community has spearheaded state 
legislative changes to authorize dental 
therapists to work across Washington 
state. 

James, who serves on the Swinomish 
Gaming Board, fish commission and 
Tallawhalt Housing Committee, said he 
embraces public service because it gives 
him the opportunity to help 

people. 
“Helping people,” said James, “comes 

naturally to me from teachings from my 
family and mother, Barb James.” 

James wants to rectify the Swinomish 
housing crunch. 

“We have a housing crisis here at 
Swinomish,” he told Qyuuqs, “and 
although we do have more houses being 
built, we aren’t able to build houses at a 
reasonable price in this current economy.” 

James said his work on the housing 
committee “has taught me about having 
compassion for our members who need 
housing and to offer support and resources 
to them when applying for loans and 
mortgages.” 

James said, additionally, his “main 
goals are to work hard to represent the 
voices of our members, update our current 
enrollment policies and look for funding 
to provide additional help for our children 
and elders.” 

(continued on page 6)

By Alex Baumhardt
Oregon Capital Chronicle

For much of the last century, fish 
hatcheries have been built in the 
Northwest, across the U.S. and around 
the world to boost fish populations 
where wild numbers have gone down. 

But an analysis of more than 200 
studies on hatcheries programs meant 
to boost salmonid numbers across 
the globe – including salmon, trout 
and whitefish – shows that nearly 
all have had negative impacts on the 
wild populations of those fish. Most 
commonly, hatchery fish reduced the 
genetic diversity of wild fish, leading 
to poor health and reproductive 
outcomes.

The findings weigh into a sensitive 
topic with a big price tag. In the 
Northwest, hatcheries are supposed 
to be a solution to declining wild 
salmonid numbers, caused in 
large part by hydroelectric dams, 
overfishing, irrigation and climate 
change. In the Columbia River Basin 
alone, officials have spent billions of 
dollars on nearly 200 hatcheries as 
well as habitat restoration projects 
during the past 50 years to improve 
wild numbers, but research shows 

those programs are having an 
opposite effect.

The global studies, all undertaken 
between 1971 and 2021, were 
analyzed by scientists at the 
nonprofits Trout Unlimited, based 
in Virginia, and The Conservation 
Angler, out of Washington, along 
with the University of Washington, 
the University of Montana and the 
Université Laval, in Quebec, Canada. 
Their analysis was published in July 
in the journal Fisheries Management 
and Ecology.

Of the 206 studies the team 
analyzed, more than 80% revealed 
hatcheries programs had adverse 
effects on wild salmonids. Of the 
3% of hatcheries globally that were 
found to benefit wild populations, the 
majority were stocked with wild fish 
who were bred and released in small 
numbers to boost severely depleted 
wild populations. 

John McMillan, science director at 
The Conservation Angler who worked 
on the analysis, said the team wanted 
scientists all over the world who are 
studying the same fish species to see 
the impact of hatcheries programs 
beyond their regions of study. He 
said despite an overwhelming body 

of research showing most hatcheries 
programs hurt wild fish populations, 
it’s often controversial to criticize 
such programs. 

“It’s frustrating from a scientific 
point of view, because you can see 
what the science suggests, but it’s 
understandable why we’ve been 
reluctant to move our position on 
hatcheries, because of the social 
implications,” he said. “This is one 
of those things, like climate change, 
where we have to sit back and think 
about our relationship with the 
animal, what it means to us and how 
much we want to give up so these 
animals can truly, potentially rebuild 
themselves.”

Effect of big hatcheries
This year the Oregon Legislature 

passed Senate Bill 5509, which 
includes $1 million for a third-party 
assessment of hatchery programs in 
the state, including analysis of their 
costs and benefits. 

Hatcheries programs in the 
Northwest and globally that release 
hundreds of thousands of fish each 
year had the worst effect on wild 
salmonid populations, according to 

By Jerry Cornfield
Washington State Standard

Washington Gov. Jay Inslee outlined a plan to 
boost state spending by nearly $2.5 billion in the 
next 18 months with the largest sums devoted to 
increasing behavioral health services, reducing 
homelessness, and combating climate change in 
mid-December.

His proposal relies on higher-than-expected 
tax collections and robust proceeds from 
the sale of pollution allowances. It would 
supplement spending in the operating, capital and 
transportation budgets adopted by the Legislature 
in 2023. Washington runs on two-year budget 
cycles with the current one ending June 30, 2025.

The three-term Democratic governor wants 
to pour another $1 billion into programs in the 
$69.8 billion operating budget. No new taxes are 
proposed.

Nearly half the increase, $448.7 million, is 
earmarked for increasing capacity in the state’s 
behavioral health system through the hiring of 
staff and addition of treatment beds for youth 
and adults. Another $140 million is sought for 
addressing homelessness and expanding housing 
and $64 million is to deal with the deadly spread 
of fentanyl, a powerful opioid Inslee called the 
“nuclear weapon of drugs.”

“This is a budget that is changing lives. There 
are some numbers attached to it but these numbers 

Inslee pitches budget plan 
with $2.5B in new spending

NEW YEAR’S FORECAST IS UNCLEAR – The weather at midnight Sunday was foggy, if not frightful. The new year was rung 
in locally with fireworkds provided by Swinomish tribal members. Some came out to Gilkey Square, above, to take in the eerie, 
if damp, beauy of the night. Others danced away in Maple Hall to the music of the Chris Eger band in support of the summer 
Sunday concert series at the Square.                                                                                                        —Photo by Nancy Crowell

By Ken Stern

Finally, rain, lots of it. December’s rains were 
near record high, 4.6 inches, and  2023’s first month 
of precipitation exceeding the century’s average.

Rain fell 10 of the first 11 days, totaling 3.1 
inches; another 0.9 inches was in the last week. It 
rained 23 times, with only a two days break at most.

Half an inch came down Dec. 1 and another 0.8 
inch Dec 9, the month’s highest one-day total.

The 12 days of over 0.2 inches totaled 4.2 inches 
of precipitation.

Total rainfall in 2023 was 22.4 inches. The deficit 
for the year is 8.9 inches. The 24 year average is 
31.2 inches, 28.4% more. 

Annual rainfall in 2022 was 28.6 inches, 3.3 
inches, 10.2% below the century average.

Seven record high temperatures were set for their 
days: the 4th, 60.1 degrees;. 5th, 60.3 degrees; and 
Christmas week: 25th, 58.6 degrees; 27th, 56.9 
degrees; 28th, 55.8 degrees; 29th, 58.5 degrees; and 
30th, 55.6 degrees.

No day averaged less than 35.8 degrees (Dec. 16) 
and no snow was seen or recorded.

This was whiplash from 2022, when record cold 
mornings dropped to 5.9 degrees and the month’s 
average minimum was 3.7 degrees below the 
century average. A volunteer recorded an eight inch 
snowfall.

December’s weather was much warmer than 
the century’s average. No snow was scene. There 
were only three frost days; it never went below 
28.6 degrees. The monthly minimum averaged 34.3 
degrees, 1.2 degrees above average for the century. 
December’s average maximum was 45 degrees, an 
astonishing 5.8 degrees higher for the last 24 years 

December: lots of rain 
but too warm for snow
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How does one thank a person 
who has unstintingly given 
16 years of his life to our 
community? Ramon Hayes has 
been La Conner’s mayor twenty 
four hours a day for every one 
of those years. Many of us have 
had the pleasure of chatting with 
him on his daily walks, often 
accompanied by his smiling, 
gregarious wife. A useful way 
of taking the pulse of the town 
person to person, he seemed to 
genuinely enjoy his walks. 

But the mayor’s day was 
often much more than glad-
handing. He chaired 16 years 
of town council meetings, 
some being quite contentious. 
Under the mayor’s gavel the 
council meetings remained civil, 
businesslike and productive. 
Everyone was heard. The issues 
were aired and decisions, often 
difficult compromises, were 

made. And the business of La 
Conner moved on. Mr. Mayor 
represented our town on many 
Skagit County commissions, 
councils and committees. In 
person, in Olympia and on the 
phone he repeatedly pleaded 
for La Conner to our state and 
federal legislators. 

Small as La Conner may seem, 
it takes a lot to keep the streets 
swept, the drains unplugged and 
the sewage plant operating. Our 
mayor oversees a more than $8.6 
million annual budget while co-
directing the town’s staff. 

A mayor is a combination 
of symphony conductor and 
enthusiastic cheerleader; more 
facilitator than a fabricator. 
Here is a very incomplete 
but impressive list of things 
accomplished on his watch: 

1. The remarkable, beautiful 
community-bridging La Conner 
Swinomish Library. 

2. Sherman Street boat launch 

ramp replacement. 
3. Creation of Waterfront Park 

and reinforcement of channel 
shoreline. 

4. Expansion of wastewater 
treatment plant including its 
award winning, self-funding 
composting program. 

5. Designation of Maple Hall 
as a green energy building, with 
solar panels. 

6. Renewed nighttime lighting 
of Rainbow Bridge. 

7. Development of the Sixth 
Street skateboard park. 

8. Construction of Caledonia 
Street pump station. 

It is likely that some or none of 
these things would exist without 
Ramon’s encouragement and 
follow through. We are lucky to 
have had Mayor Ramon Hayes 
serve as our mayor for the last 
sixteen years and I thank him so 
very much.

Jerry George
La Conner

Thank you Mayor Hayes

Many, maybe all of us, 
received a check from our 
state attorney general, Bob 
Ferguson. He said it was for 
me being overcharged for 
chicken. I don’t know how 

he knew how much chicken I 
bought but because of his being 
a candidate for governor, I 
suspect it made no difference: 
He probably just wanted to buy 
my vote. 

I am going to send my check 
to his Republican opponent 

because I noticed he said in the 
letter “the corporations must 
pay,” not that they have paid. If 
some of them don’t pay he will 
be using our tax dollars to fund 
his campaign.

Mike Morrell
Shelter Bay

Check smells political

The La Conner Volunteer Fire 
Department would like to thank 
our La Conner Community 
for the continued support this 
year! From attending parades 
to supporting our fundraisers, 
this community helps make our 
operations more fulfilling and 
successful.  

We want to say thank you 
to all of the generous sponsors 
of our 2023 Annual Golf 
Tournament. Our sponsors 
include: The La Conner Pub 
and Eatery, Calico Cupboard, 
Tillinghast Postal, Skagit Cellars, 
Olive Shoppe/ Ginger Grater, 
Conway Feed, Pioneer Potatoes, 
Sliders Cafe, The Stall, La 
Conner Brewing Co., Baird, 
Marathon and The La Conner 

Retirement Inn. If you love golf 
and haven’t attended our annual 
tournament before, our next one 
will take place Sept. 14, 2024. 
Stay tuned for more information!

We wanted to say thank you 
to everyone who donated to 
our Christmas Drive. We were 
able to provide tons of gifts for 
children and families in need. 

We want to extend another 
big thank you to The La Conner 
Weekly News for all the photos 
and articles done for us this year. 
We are also extremely thankful 
for the support from Tom and 
Alexa Robbins and Jon and 
Linda Peterson.

We owe a huge thank you to 
the members of the La Conner 
Fire Department Association 
who put in all the groundwork 
for our fundraisers and events.

We are a volunteer 

organization with 20 active 
members of firefighters and 
emergency medical responders. 
They volunteer hundreds of 
hours each year responding to 
911 calls and training. We work 
with Skagit County Search and 
Rescue and other organizations 
around La Conner. 

If you are interested in 
volunteering and at least 18 
years old, stop by our station 
Wednesday nights at 7 p.m.

As we venture into this next 
year, we are filled with gratitude 
for the La Conner community. 
Thank you again for supporting 
us. We look forward to seeing 
you at our Saint Patrick’s Day 
Dance.

Natalie Baker
La Conner

La Conner Fire 
Department thanks

Dear La Conner Weekly news 
team,

Simply put: thank you. Thank 
you for all of the effort you put 
into your stories, for connecting 
with the community and for 

the quality of your work. Your 
publication is a large part of 
what helped my spouse and 
I make the giant leap of faith 
into putting down roots of our 
own here. You helped us fall 
in love with La Conner, her 
history and people, while also 

bringing reality of daily life and 
important local issues to our 
attention. Thank you for being 
our storytellers, megaphone and 
mirror. 

Happy New Year!
Brandice Burke
Shelter Bay

Thank you Weekly News

By Marna Hanneman

Hello and Happy New Year! 
First and foremost, I hope 

you have been able to spend 
time with loved ones and had 
some time to reflect on 2023. 
Secondly, I wish you and yours 
a safe and prosperous New Year. 
May 2024 bring the necessities 
we need to make La Conner the 
best it can be.

The following note represents 
my reflections of social, 
economic and environmental 
perspectives that impact our 
town as I take office. Think of 
it as a “State of La Conner” of 
sorts. 

One of the great things 
about our community is that 
it is a unique microcosm of a 
broader society and its trends 
and opportunities. Our social 
and cultural fabric provides 
the sense of community that 
makes La Conner so special. 
The social cohesion, community 
engagement and inclusivity of 
our community are represented 
by vibrant cultural events (i.e., 
the La Conner Guitar Festival 
and Art’s Alive!) and communal 
activities (i.e., July Fourth parade 
and fireworks, La Conner Live 
at Gilkey Square and the annual 
boat parade).

Economic vitality is a 
foundation for our community 
to thrive. The businesses that 
operate here not only provide 
essential services to fellow 
citizens and bring in revenue 
from outside, but also contribute 
to our tax base, a critical element 
that enables investments in 
infrastructure, education and 
public services. The presence of 
quality schools and educational 
infrastructure are indicative of 
our commitment to education – 
and the intellectual and cultural 
vibrancy of La Conner.

Environmentally, it is fair 
to say that we live in a truly 
magical place. The Skagit Valley 
is one of the most fertile and 
productive on Earth, Swinomish 
Channel provides access to the 
immense beauty that we call the 

San Juan Islands and we have 
plentiful access to what Mother 
Nature provides us. To truly 
enjoy all this, however, we need 
to plan intentionally, develop 
our infrastructure with the future 
in mind and think sustainably. 
Well maintained public spaces, 
sufficient housing, transportation 
systems and access to nature all 
contribute to the magic of our 
town.

Effective leadership, a 
transparent government and 
an involved community are all 
vital components of a well-
functioning system. Engaged 
local leaders help navigate 
challenges, advocate for 
residents’ needs and implement 
policies that enhance our town’s 
overall prosperity. Fortunately, 
La Conner has been guided by 
elected officials and staff with the 
perspective needed to create one 
of the most idyllic small towns 
in the Pacific Northwest. That 
said, we still have significant 
opportunities to improve. 
By being proactive and with 
community collaboration, we 
will continue to shape La Conner 
to be enjoyed by all. 

I would personally like to 
thank Ramon Hayes, our former 
mayor, for his 16 years of 
service. Without his guidance 
and direction La Conner would 
not be the vibrant town it is 
today. I want to also thank 
the La Conner staff who have 
collectively put in countless 
hours to make sure our town runs 
smoothly and efficiently. 

I am looking forward to 
serving as the next steward 
of La Conner and am grateful 
for residents allowing me the 
opportunity to serve as your 
mayor for the next four years. 
I’m honored for your vote of 
confidence and believe that, 
working together, La Conner will 
become stronger in 2024. 

Hope and kindness in the New 
Year!

Marna Hanneman is in her 
first week as La Conner’s mayor. 
She was elected in November.

For a stronger La Conner in 2024
State of the town — 

By Glen Johnson

Agritourism, is it a good 
thing or bad? A wedding in a 
farmer’s backyard is a great 
place and time to congratulate 
the couple, while also putting 
the spready on the table. Foods 
from area farms could be 
shared, marketed and sold to 
these wedding attendees. 

Most smaller farms still have 
a farmyard with a barn and a 
storage shed or two with space 
between them that allows for 
parking that doesn’t encroach 
on or impede the production 
of crops in the field. I was in 
the business about two decades 
ago, or at least I gave it a try. 

The one wedding we hosted 
was truly a hoot, nobody 
got hurt, and we were able 
to educate and entertain the 
guests. 

We had a farmstand and 
parking lot snugly situated 
in our orchard and we also 
had said farmyard, so we had 
ample parking for the 100 
or so folks who attended the 
soiree. We spent extra money 
for insurance, which kept us 
abreast of the laws that regulate 
such events. The fire marshal 
was most helpful as I worked 
my way through the permitting 
process. Without some 
regulation, people will pack 
4,000 people into a small space 

in the middle of a pandemic! 
The Tulip Festival is well 

regulated and it does bring 
money to the community. 
The complication they bring 
is that the show is scattered 
across a 10,000-acre footprint. 
If it weren’t for their 
large patchworks of color, 
RoozenGaarde and Tulip Town 
wouldn’t be able to handle the 
crush. Yeah, county roadside 
shoulders have become long 
parking lots, where county 
sheriffs scold and cite the 
scoundrels that block the 
tractor’s path. 

If the tulips bloomed in July 
and August, the rest of the farm 
community could sell their 
farm crops straight from their 
fields to the tourists. Thus, the 

notion of a mid-summer music 
festival makes all the sense in 
the world. July and the first half 
of August is between planting 
and harvest, very few large 
tractors and equipment are 
trying to quickly get from here 
to there. 

Tulip Festival parking could 
be used again, making them 
more efficient. Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday for five weeks 
could make the monies of 
the Tulip Festival look like 
chump change in comparison. 
Large and small farms alike 
could reap the rewards of a 
well-regulated festival, not to 
mention the incredible music 
and food we’d get to share with 
each other. 

Heck, Chris Stapleton and 

Zack Brown Band could just 
as well play here as Lumen 
Field. As a community, we 
could create the sort of finances 
that Lumen Field brings in at a 
fraction of the cost. 

We just have to be a bit 
brave and speculative, like 
Bernadette Roozen who talked 
her papa, brothers and mama 
into creating RoozenGaarde. 
We owe others a great debt 
of gratitude also, Tom and 
Jeanette DeGoede come to 
mind. Tulip Town was a 
creative place, it takes long 
term visioning to create 
something that sustains. 

Skagit Valley resident Glen 
Johnson farmed here for 
decades.

Regarding the future of agritourism
A citizen’s view —
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Member SIPC

Scott A Price
Financial Advisor
P O Box 795
La Conner, WA 98257
360-466-2933

Start the year with a 
financial review.
Give us a call.

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894O-A AECSPAD

SENIOR CENTER at MAPLE HALL
Tuesdays 9-3

Activities:
Fitness Class,  Woodcarving Group,
Creative Writing,  Games & Crafts,
Art Circle,  Special Events & More!

Full Schedule:
Town of La Conner

website
Or call/email

360-855-5440
seniorcenter@

townofl aconner.org

Journey as you were meant to, aboard an 
American Tug. Each semi-custom vessel is 
crafted to meet the specific needs of our 

discerning owners. Let yours take you 
where you most want to go.

360-466-9277   ■  www.americantugs.com
800 Pearl Jensen Way, La Conner

  We’re Hiring! 

360-424-4548 • 1-800-4688-6081 • 2600 Cedardale Rd 
Mount Vernon • I-5 Exit 225 • www.soundcedar.com

Operated by
Robert Desmarais and crew

Skagit County Native for 44 Years
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The Center for Retention 
& Expansion of Child Care 
(C-RECC) seeks applications 
from Skagit County employers 
wanting to support their employ-
ees by opening a child care cen-
ter in or near their business. This 
is an innovative pilot project 
with a March goal of selecting a 
partner. 

C-RECC will distribute up 
to $75,000 of federal American 
Rescue Plan Act funds to one or 
more employers to jump-start 
employers increasing child care 

capacity, helping families and 
boosting employee retention. 

“We’re so grateful that these 
pandemic relief funds were des-
ignated to support the child care 
sector,” Manager Kenda Sipma 
said. “When Skagit County and 
the Population Health Trust 
Advisory Committee identified 
these funds for employer-based 
support, plus $100,000 to start 
in-home family child care busi-
nesses, they invested in a strate-
gic sector at a crucial time.” 

The selected businesses will 

receive coaching from child care 
business experts for long term 
support. This service is offered 
to any employers interested in 
offering child care options for 
their employees. 

Submit letters of interest 
online: www.ccanorthwest.org/c-
recc/skagit-employer-based-
child-care-pilot-project/.

Information for funding or 
coaching services: childcarebiz@
oppco.org.

Source: C-RECC

Funding to assist employer-led child care

Important late December 
birthdays locally included 
Barbara Carson, Nancy 
Crowell, Tony Harrah, Sally 
Riggers and other significant 
people not named.

Birthdays abound

By Ken Stern

CONWAY — Crews clean-
ing up the Olympic Pipeline 
gas leak southwest of SR 534 
in Conway cut down 289 trees 
Dec. 27-28 in order to remove 
underlying contaminated soil, 
the cleanup project’s unified 
command reported in a Dec.29 
update. The area borders the 
west edge of a farm field and 
east shoreline of Hill Ditch. 

The trees were to be handled 
by a materials recycler BP 
spokesperson Pam Brady told 
the press last week.

Approximately 8,324 gallons 
of gasoline have been recov-

ered through the 29th. Approx-
imately 25,326 gallons were 
discharged from a vault on Dec. 
10 when a three-eighths inch 
diameter tube leading from 
the main pipeline to a pres-
sure-check valve failed.

Spill response teams continue 
to locate and remove pockets 
of gasoline along the shoreline 
released over time as weather 
conditions change.

Air monitoring conducted at 
the direction of unified com-
mand continues to indicate no 
public health risk from gasoline 
fumes.

Members of the public are 
asked not to touch or relo-

cate affected wildlife and 
to call the wildlife hotline 
(1-800-22BIRDS). 

One lane of SR 534 remains 
open with traffic flaggers assist-
ing motorists through the area 
as cleanup work proceeds..

The unified command con-
sists of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, the Wash-
ington Department of Ecology, 
Skagit County Department of 
Emergency Management, bp, 
Lummi Nation, and the Swin-
omish Indian Tribal Commu-
nity. 

Status updates will be posted 
on Ecology’s incident webpage 
at http://tinyurl.com/svvp2p4s.

289 trees removed in gas pipeline leak cleanup

By Bill Reynolds

The Town’s newest advisory 
panel didn’t wait long getting 
to work in the New Year. 

The six-member Emergen-
cy Management Commission, 
which spent much of 2023 
developing and implementing 
immediate saltwater flood barri-
ers along the waterfront and in 
low-lying areas, met yesterday 
afternoon at Maple Hall. 

The main agenda topic was 
their ongoing efforts to craft a 
community emergency manage-
ment plan for La Conner. 

Commissioners were sched-
uled at their Jan. 2 hybrid 
session to hear from Skagit De-
partment of Emergency Planner 
Joan Cromley. 

“We need to develop a 
process and procedure for our 
plan,” Administrator Scott 
Thomas told commissioners 
when they met Dec. 12, noting 
that the task – producing a 
working document to deal with 

the full spectrum of potential 
emergencies and natural disas-
ters – will be challenging. One 
thing that occurs to me is it’s 
easy to get overwhelmed really 
quick. 

“There are more people in 
this room,” he added, “than 
staff at Public Works who 
would do the work.” 

At that meeting it was 
suggested someone from the 
county’s emergency manage-
ment team be invited to address 
the commission. 

“The Skagit (emergency 
management) plan is import-
ant,” explained commissioner 
Jerry George, “because most 
of the resources we’d call upon 
would be from the county. So, 

we should tailor our plan to 
what the county expects.” 

George also suggested 
Swinomish Emergency 
Management Coordinator 
Brian Geer, a member of the 
Swinomish Tribal Community 
police force, as a source to be 
tapped as the plan takes shape. 

“He has agreed to speak to 
the commission,” George said. 

Meetings will be on the first 
Tuesday of each month at 4:30 
p.m. this year, prior to Town 
Planning Commission meet-
ings. 

The planning commission 
cancelled its Jan. 2 meeting. 
It will next meet on Jan. 16 at 
Maple Hall, starting at 6 p.m. 

By Greg Whiting

In 1992, two colleagues and 
I visited Ukraine and Russia to 
tour ex-Soviet research laborato-
ries in search of interesting tech-
nologies that had been developed 
by their scientists and engineers. 
The company I worked for hoped 
that we’d be able to bring some-
thing valuable back to Canada, 
and also hoped that we could 
justify enough in the way of 
licensing fees and direct invest-
ment to help keep the scientific 
and engineering expertise of at 
least one Ukrainian or Russian 
lab together. 

Neither Ukraine nor Russia 
could afford to pay their scien-
tists. Professionals with the ex-
pertise to develop world-chang-
ing technologies were leaving 
their laboratory jobs to drive 
cabs and translate for English- or 
German-speaking tourists. 

After a month of visiting 
almost 30 laboratories – some 
small, some on the scale of the 
U.S. Oak Ridge or Argonne 
National Lab – we hadn’t found 
anything we could ask our board 
of directors to spend two or three 
million dollars on. 

It was not because the Soviets 
weren’t good scientists. They 
were exceptional. The Soviet 
government often wouldn’t 
allocate resources to lab equip-
ment, so Soviet researchers had 
to develop early stage theoretical 
concepts purely on paper, with-
out testing and feedback. If you 
think that’s not hard, try it. 

There was something else the 
Soviet government had done, 
though, that was even more im-
portant. It had censored Western 
magazines. 

In Kyiv I met a man who had 
recently invented something he 
was sure we’d be interested in 
licensing. He said it was one of 
the most important technologies 
that could possibly be developed 
in the energy field; that it would 
reduce energy consumption of 
buildings substantially; that our 
company, from Edmonton, a par-
ticularly cold location in Canada, 
would be excited the instant he 
explained it. 

He was almost right. He had 
invented metal oxide-coated 
window glass. Unfortunately 
for him, for the lab he worked 
for, and for my company’s goal 
of licensing innovative Soviet 
technologies, this concept had 
been in use in the Western world 
so long the patents had already 
expired. 

Zinc oxide-coated windows are 
a distinctive blue color. They are 
indeed widely used in high-rise 
curtainwall, especially in cold 
climates. The tallest building in 
Edmonton, and many others in 
many other places, already used 
them. If he had been allowed to 
see a photograph of a Western 
high-rise building, he would 
have realized he was working on 
something that already existed. 
(He also would have realized, to 
the probable detriment of Soviet 
authority, that Western coun-
tries weren’t poor technological 
backwaters.) 

Human genius is the most 
important resource available to 
humanity, and he had it, but he 
hadn’t been allowed to use it. 
Not really. 

Another project that lab was 
working on was hydrogen fuel 
cells, a technology that has 
significant potential to be an 
improvement over existing 
electric generation and energy 
storage systems. Where would 
all of humanity be today, if bril-
liant individuals like him – and 
thousands of others – had been 
allowed to do their jobs? If their 
work had proceeded towards 
something new, not towards 
something that was only “new” 
because not allowing researchers 
to know what was actually new 
kept Soviet leaders from being 
embarrassed? 

Freedom matters. When 
countries are run by tyrants, the 
paranoia and fear the tyrants cre-
ate destroys human potential and 
sets all of civilization back. 

New knowledge advances science

Emergency Management Commission gets to work early in new year

By Ken Stern

The coronavirus is still here 
and lurks in La Conner, in nearby 
movie houses, in dance halls and 
auditoriums and wherever people 
gather and however they travel. 
The year ended and 2024 began 
with staff and freelancers, criti-
cal people all, sick with cases of 
COVID-19 It can happen here.

The national Centers for Disease 
Control’s mid-December data 
showed about 19% of adults are 
up to date on COVID-19 vaccines 
through Dec. 23, 2023.

For RSV vaccination, about 
17.5% of adults are vaccinated. Al-
most 45% of Americans adult have 

gotten their seasonal flu vaccine. 
The media website The Hill 

reports a December “Emerson 
College survey found Americans 
overall are split down the middle 
on whether to get the updated 
vaccine – with 51 percent nation-
ally choosing not to. In the survey, 
57% of respondents in the Mid-
west and surrounding states said 
they would not get the booster.

COVID-19 still here
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School and Sports

By Bill Reynolds

History stands to repeat itself 
in Concrete on Friday. 

Just as was the case in 1952, 
when the Concrete High School 
gymnasium first opened, visiting 
La Conner hoop teams will take 
the floor Jan. 5 in a rivalry that 
precedes the Great Depression. 

Members of the 1952 Con-
crete and La Conner teams will 
be honored as part of a “70-plus 
Years Anniversary” celebration 
at the iconic Concrete gym. 

The night’s events will also 
include a brief historical pre-
sentation and introductions of 
all-time Skagit County scorers 
Gail Thulen and Andy Otis of 
La Conner and Tyler Clark of 
Concrete, a 10-minute session 
scheduled for halftime of the 
boys’ varsity contest. 

The fun starts at 4:30 p.m. 
with a one-hour dinner served by 
the Concrete Booster Club. The 
girls’ varsity game follows at 
5:45 p.m. 

The boys’ varsity contest is set 
for 7:30 p.m. after a 20-minute 
program in which members of 
the 1952 La Conner and Con-
crete teams will be recognized 
as honorary coaches for the 
evening. 

Dave Alvord, Sr., who was a 
sophomore member of the 1952 

La Conner team, has committed 
to representing the Braves. 

Concrete native Paul Bianchi-
ni, a star athlete at Mount Vernon 
High School, who in the 1970s 
played football for the University 
of Washington, has helped coor-
dinate the anniversary festivities. 

Bianchini has conducted 
exhaustive research of the Con-
crete Herald archives, gleaning 
information about the gym 
opening from reports penned by 
the legendary Charles Dwelley, 
who retired to Shelter Bay and 
wrote a regular column for the 
old Channel Town Press newspa-
per here. 

Bianchini unearthed a Dwelley 
article that referred to the Jan. 4, 
1952 Concrete gym opening as 
“an auspicious occasion.” 

The large crowd, wrote Dwel-
ley, numbered around 800 fans, 
each of whom “saw a building 
that seemed to meet the dreams 
of any sports enthusiast.” 

Bianchini has found Concrete 
Herald accounts of the schools 
competing in basketball dating 
to 1927, a generation before the 
present Concrete gym was built. 
He said the anniversary event 
is an opportunity to celebrate 
not only the gymnasium but all 
student-athletes who have played 
there over the past seven-plus 
decades.

For every $1 spent, earn 1 point.For every $1 spent, earn 1 point.For every $1 spent, earn 1 point.For every $1 spent, earn 1 point.

REWARDS

Earn  points

NEW YEAR, NEW REWARDS!

faster than
ever!

faster than
ever!

faster than
ever!

faster than
ever!

GAMING  |  DINING  |  EVENTS  |  GOLF  |  LODGE

1.888.288.8883  |  SWINOMISHCASINOANDLODGE.COM
Must be 18 to gamble. Management reserves all rights.

For more information, visit swinomi.sh/SignatureRewardsBenefits2024

By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner High School 
boys’ basketball team got 
pounded in Seattle over the 
weekend. 

But not on the scoreboard. 
The Braves split two closely 

fought, loosely called holiday 
tournament games with teams 
from larger schools, each con-
test decided in the final seconds. 

Ivory Damien and Brayden 
Pedroza scored 16 points 
apiece as La Conner edged The 
Northwest School, the tourney’s 
1A host team, 44-41 on Friday 
night. 

The Braves led during much 
of Saturday’s matchup with 2A 
Black Hills, but fell 44-42 in 
Saturday’s title round of The 
Top of the Hill Holiday Tourna-
ment. 

Trips to the foul stripe were 
rare as the often-rugged week-
end action showed that bas-
ketball can indeed be a contact 
sport. 

Corran Eisen hit a putback in 
the waning moments to clinch 
the win against Northwest, 
which missed two three-pointers 
in the last 10 seconds that would 
have sent the game to overtime. 

“The boys played hard,” La 
Conner coach Lance Lopez told 
the Weekly News afterward, 
“and got a win in a game that 
has been the most physical game 

for us this season.” 
Twenty-four hours later the 

Braves played a game that was 
equally physical. 

“Black Hills is a big, physical 
team and a big 2A-size school,” 
said Lopez, whose club will car-
ry a 6-4 mark into this Friday’s 
NW2B/1B clash at Concrete, 
where fans of both Skagit 
County teams will celebrate the 
“70-plus” year anniversary of 
the Concrete gymnasium. 

The Northwest School, venue 
for last weekend’s tournament, 
also boasts a unique athletics 
facility. Dubbed “The House,” it 
was built on a former Diamond 
Parking Lot in Seattle’s Pike/
Pine corridor and served to 
expand The Northwest School’s 
Capitol Hill campus. 

Since 1980, The Northwest 
School – which doesn’t have an 
official mascot – has embraced 
“The House” as its sports teams’ 
moniker. 

La Conner and Black Hills 
rocked “The House” on Satur-
day in an entertaining back-and-
forth pairing. 

Braves’ senior Logan Burks 
meshed a perimeter trey that 
gave La Conner a 19-15 half-
time lead over the Wolves. 

After a 5-0 Black Hills run 
to open the third quarter, the 
Braves regained the lead at 22-
20 on a Pedroza three-pointer. 
Black Hills went ahead again at 

28-24 before Eisen delivered a 
trey to trim the Wolves’ margin 
to 28-27 going into the final 
stanza. 

A step-through by Damien 
and a Pedroza transition bucket 
off a feed from C.J. Edwards 
briefly knotted the score at 34-
34. 

A Damien layup that would 
have tied the score at 37-37 
was negated by a controversial 
charge call. 

The Wolves held on for a 
two-point victory despite a Tyler 
Cicotte trey and Eisen score in 
the paint as time wound down. 

Damien and Pedroza led La 
Conner with 15 and 13 points, 
respectively. Eisen (8), Cicotte 
(3) and Burks (3) rounded out 
the Braves’ attack. 

“Overall, for the tournament, 
we played well,” Lopez said. 
“Being the smallest team in the 
tournament, we had a chance 
to win the whole thing. We’re 
proud of the boys’ effort this 
weekend. 

“Both games in the tourna-
ment were super physical,” he 
added, “and not a lot of fouls 
were called. We’re so proud of 
the boys for playing through 
contact and competing. 

“The boys played hard this 
weekend,” stressed Lopez, “and 
against some bigger teams. 
We’ll get back to work on Tues-
day and get ready for Concrete.” 

Concrete High School hosts La 
Conner in re-do of gym opening

Braves take second in Seattle holiday hoops tournament

By Bill Reynolds

A member of La Conner’s 
O’Leary family will coach 
Team USA golfers at the 2024 
Arnold Palmer Cup in Ireland 
next summer. 

Matt Thurmond, a son of 
La Conner High School alums 
Kathy O’Leary Thurmond and 
the late Joe Thurmond, was 
chosen last month to be the 
head coach at the three-day 
competition on Ireland’s west 

coast next July. 
Thurmond is head coach of 

the Arizona State University 
men’s golf team. He previously 
guided the University of Wash-
ington men. 

The Arnold Palmer Cup fea-
tures the best men’s and wom-
en’s collegiate golfers against 
their international counterparts 
in an event played annually 
since 1997. 

Given his O’Leary roots, 
Thurmond is especially grate-

ful for having been selected 
to coach on Irish soil for the 
prestigious Palmer Cup. 

“I’m so excited to coach at 
the Arnold Palmer Cup,” said 
Thurmond, who has numer-
ous La Conner area relatives 
through his O’Leary lineage. 

“It’s such an honor,” he 
stressed, “to represent Mr. 
Palmer, the country, college 
golf and Arizona State 
University at such an amazing 
event.” 

Under Thurmond, the ASU 
men have finished in the top 
five at the last three NCAA 
championships, placing second 
to the University of Texas in 
2022. 

Thurmond was the 2009 Na-
tional Coach of the Year while 
at the Husky helm. He twice 
earned top conference coaching 
honors. 

“I’m mighty proud of my 
nephew,” Thurmond’s aunt, 
Maureen O’Leary Harlan, told 

the Weekly News upon his 
selection to lead Team USA 
at scenic Lahinch Golf Club, 
known internationally as the 
“St. Andrews of Ireland.”

“This is a really big deal 
to me,” Thurmond said in an 
interview with TheSunDevils.
com, “and I’m hoping some of 
our Devils will be competing 
with me.” 

Coach with La Conner, Irish links to lead Team USA golfers at Palmer Cup
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Arts and Entertainment

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery 

YOU CAN’T GET A CANADIAN LATT-EH AT BIG GREEN!
Other delectable hot beverages also available – drinking chocolates, still more coffee 

drinks, and delicious teas and tea lattes! 
106 S 1st St., La Conner

Open at 7 am daily!

We trademarked the Canadian Latt-eh™!
Our signature drink, the Canadian Latt-eh, is a light, delectable coffee latte 
made with real maple syrup and a hint of nutmeg.  Multiple dairy and plant 
milk options.  Available exclusively at Raven’s Cup, here in La Conner!

Reclamation
CANDLE COMPANY

Don’t curse the 
darkness – light a 

candle!
Decorative, 

beeswax and 
scented candles 

www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com

By Bill Reynolds

A server at a La Conner restau-
rant isn’t just singing the praises 
of Skagit County’s musical 
community. 

She’s lending her voice to 
it, returning to the stage after a 
lengthy hiatus, with the Skagit 
Valley College presentation of 
“The Music Man,” Meredith 
Wilson’s 1957 Broadway musi-
cal comedy. 

Noelle Ford, who by day works 
at The Slider Café, is rehearsing 
several nights weekly for the Feb. 
23-March 3 run at McIntyre Hall 
on the SVC campus. 

She was thrilled to learn 
that tryouts for parts in the 
local production of “The Music 
Man” weren’t limited to SVC 
theater arts students. The Tony 
Award-winning tale highlights 
traveling con man Harold Hill 
and his arrival in the fictitious 
River City.

“It’s been 25 years since I’ve 
been in a play,” Ford told the 
Weekly News. “I’ve missed be-
ing part of the musical communi-
ty.” Ford grew up on the northern 
California coast and now resides 
in Burlington.  

Encouraged by her grand-
mother, Ford took piano lessons 
for 10 years as a student in Fort 
Bragg, California, about 120 
miles northwest of Santa Rosa, at 
the northern tip of the Bay Area. 

“I did theater in school and 
loved it,” recalled Ford, whose 
fondest memories include having 
landed the lead in a performance 
of “The Fantasticks,” one of 
theater’s most popular and durable 
musicals. 

Ford’s love of the theater 
ultimately gave way to economic 
realities. 

“For years,” she explained, “I 
had to work nights, so I couldn’t 
do theater. But now that I’m 
working days here at Slider’s, I 
can try it again.” 

She’s making the most of her 
opportunity, rehearsing as often 
as possible. 

“I’ve always loved singing,” 
said Ford, who as part of the 
ensemble cast will deliver a solo 
line. 

During her initial foray into 
the musical world, as a teen 
vocalist, Ford sang soprano. That 
has changed a bit, she acknowl-
edged. 

“I’m thinking that now I’m 
more of an alto,” she said. “It’s 
a little harder for me to hit those 
higher notes anymore.” 

Her familiarity with musical 
expression is matched by having 
established roots in Skagit 
County. 

“La Conner,” she said, “re-
minds me so much of where I 

grew up. There’s the same kind 
of feeling in the community.” 

Even while away from the 
stage, Ford stayed connected as 
best she could. She maintained 
contact with her first school choir 
teacher, who by coincidence 
had re-located from Northern 
California to Bellingham, where 
he founded a performing arts 
academy for children. 

“I reached out to him when he 
moved here,” Ford noted. 

She has continued to play 
piano and write music in her 
spare time. And when Ford saw 
a posting last fall that auditions 
for “The Music Man” would be 
held at nearby SVC, she couldn’t 
resist emailing the college to ask 
if non-students could try out. 

“They said it was open to 
everybody,” Ford said, her relief 
still apparent in the re-telling. 

Ford’s audition went well, and 
she is again a member of the 
musical fraternity. 

“It’s fun,” Ford said, “and the 
people you get to know is really 
a big part of it. There are lots of 
different personalities.” 

Her personality is one clearly 
shaped by music. On the job, 
she’s consistently upbeat and 
rarely misses opportunities to 
share positive notes with her 
Slider Café customers. 

Appearing in “The Music 
Man” literally has her singing 
for joy. 

“I would just say that any-
one who feels too old to follow 
through with their childhood 
dreams shouldn’t hesitate to go 
ahead and do it,” she said. “For 
me, this has re-opened a door 
that’s a major joy for me.

Noelle Ford slings sliders, sings in ‘The Music Man’

Noelle Ford

KIDS GROWING ARE THE BEST PRIZES – John Alcorn of USTA 
Martial Arts, with Anna Howell, his first La Conner Taekwondo 
student.                                                        – Photo courtesy of Levi Howell

By Bill Reynolds

A U.S. military veteran, John 
Alcorn knows the importance of 
a promotion. 

He does so as a martial arts 
practitioner and instructor as 
well. 

Alcorn, who teaches Tae-
kwondo at USTA Martial Arts in 
La Conner, was recognized last 
month for having advanced from 
second to third Dan (or Degree) 
Black Belt, a level that requires 
years of practice at what is uni-
versally considered a challeng-
ing and physically demanding 
discipline. 

But for Alcorn and his stu-
dents, who range in age from 
children to adults, the rewards 
of Taekwondo – from increased 
stamina and improved muscle 
toning to greater confidence and 
powers of concentration – more 
than justify the time investment 
required to master a Korean 
martial art noted for its intricate 
punching and kicking techniques. 

Alcorn, who grew up in rural 
Minnesota and is of Cherokee 
descent, is on his second tour 
with Taekwondo. 

“We had all our sports,” he 
recalled of teen years spent 
northwest of the Twin Cities, 
“but I wanted to do something 
different.” 

As a youth, a sign for a Tae-
kwondo class caught his eye. He 
thought he’d give it a try.As it 
turned out, the instructor was his 
middle school choir teacher. 

It was a very promising start. 
But Alcorn’s sports career was 

put on hold by a serious knee 
injury at age 17. 

“I tore my ACL (anterior 
cruciate ligament),” he told the 
Weekly News. “It took about 
15 months to recover back then. 
Now it takes around six to nine 
months.” 

Alcorn put Taekwondo in his 
rear-view mirror when deployed 
for service overseas. He had 
returned to civilian life and was 
working a well-paying ware-
house job in Snohomish County 
when by chance he was re-intro-
duced to the sport. 

“What brought me back to 
Taekwondo,” he explained, “was 
when my daughter, Makena and 
I were doing laundry one night 
and our dryer went out. We had 
to go to a laundromat in Arling-
ton. But when we got there, the 
lady said they had taken their 
last loads. So, we had to go to a 
laundromat in Smoky Point. 

“While there,” Alcorn con-
tinued, “Makena could hear 
loud noises next door. She went 
outside and pressed her face 
against the window to see what 
was happening in there.” 

It was a Taekwondo class. 
“The instructor asked her if 

she wanted to try it,” said Alcorn. 
She did and ultimately the 

door opened for Alcorn to re-en-
ter the world of Taekwondo. 

“When Makena was at the 
class, I would help with her tech-
nique,” Alcorn said. “Then the 
instructor asked me if I had any 
experience with Taekwondo and 
I said that I did. He asked me if I 
wanted to try it again.” 

Alcorn was initially hesitant. 
Over the years he had undergone 
surgeries and sustained injuries 
while in the military. He was 
worried about his flexibility. 

But that instructor, K.J. New-
ell, “got me going,” said Alcorn. 

Newell also suggested that Al-
corn train to be an instructor and 
encouraged him to open a USTA 
gym of his own. They scouted 
throughout the region, eventually 
settling on La Conner. 

“We kept coming back to La 
Conner as a venue,” Alcorn said. 
“We’d look at a place and would 
end up saying, ‘let’s go back 
to La Conner.’ La Conner kept 
calling us back. The community 
has totally embraced us.” 

Alcorn has taught classes 
here for three years now, often 
spending 12-14 hours a day at 
the remodeled studio behind The 
Slider Café. 

Alcorn’s approach is to teach 
the whole person, instructing not 
only Taekwondo skills but also 
other areas of self-improvement. 
With children, he emphasizes 
daily reading, good behavior at 
home and school, willingness 
to take on household chores and 
attention to homework and other 
scholastic assignments. 

“Every day,” he said, “the goal 
is to make each child a better 
person.” 

He tells students that he pays 
back his debts and obligations 
with money while they can do so 
by showing respect. Especially 
to elders. 

“The elders in our community 
show their love,” said Alcorn. 
“The younger generation needs 
to step up with that opportunity.” 

During his time in La Con-
ner, Alcorn has built a rapport 
with Swinomish Indian Tribal 
Community Senate Chair Steve 
Edwards. As a result, the La 
Conner martial arts program was 
invited to participate in a recent 
Swinomish talent show. 

“Our kids finished first and 
second,” Alcorn recounts with 
pride. 

Another testament to USTA 
La Conner’s success is its Black 
Belt Wall of Fame, which boasts 
22 members – and counting. 

“I want that whole wall filled 
with black belts,” Alcorn said. 

Alcorn continues to live in the 
Arlington area, commuting to 
La Conner for class sessions and 
Taekwondo-related events. But it 
isn’t so much his vehicle as it is 
his students that are the driving 
force, he said. 

“I have a great love of the 
sport and a love of the kids,” said 
Alcorn. “The kids are what drive 
me every day.” 

La Conner martial arts teacher makes 
grade with latest black belt promotion

RIFFING IN THE NEW YEAR –  If it is 
the evening of Dec. 31 in La Conner, 
there is probably a fundraising dance 
in Maple Hall for the La Conner live 
Sunday concert series in Gilkey 
Square. The Chris Eger band once 
again took the stage. “We are thrilled 
to once again be celebrating a new 
year with our Skagit Valley friends in 
La Conner. Supporting the summer 
concert series, which we have been 
a part of since the beginning, is a fan-
tastic bonus to the evening and a win 
for everyone!” reflected Eger. 

 – Photo courtesy of Mel Damski
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SUDOKO

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer 
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY • BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
HAND-DIPPED FISH & CHIPS ON THURSDAYS
FRIDAY - SUNDAY: We have delicious burgers

featuring Mesman’s organic beef
19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon

Hours: Thurs.-Sun: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9
Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill

Call 888-674-7053 
to schedule your free quote!

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

AT YOUR SERVICE AT YOUR SERVICE 

THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF SKAGIT
Estate of Marilyn Jean 

PENNINGTON, 
Deceased,

Michael T. PREIKSA
Petitioners.  

Case No. 23-4-00634-29
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The Personal Representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative of this Estate. Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the Personal Representative or 
the Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address stated 
below a copy of the claim and 
filing the original of the claim 
with the Court. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice. If the 
claim is not presented with-
in this time frame, the claim 
is forever barred, except as 
otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.  
Date of First Publication  De-

cember 20,  2023
Personal Representative:Mi-

chael T. Preiksa 
 Attorney for the Personal 

Representative:JOSEPH D. 
BOWEN, 
WSBA #1763117631 
Address for Mailing or 

Service:
401 South Second Street
Mount Vernon, WA   98273 
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Dec. 20, 27, 
,2023 and Jan. 3, 2024. 

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
FOR SKAGIT COUNTY

Estate of:
CONSTANCE CHARDI

NO.   23-4-00643-29
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
The individual named be-

low has been appointed as 
Personal Representative of 
this estate.  Any person hav-
ing a claim against the Dece-
dent must, before the time 
the claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner provided 
in RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing the claim to the 
Personal Representative or the 
Personal Representative’s at-
torney at the address stated be-
low, and filing the original of 
the claim with the Court iden-
tified herein.  The claim must 
be presented within the later 
of: (1) thirty days after service 
or mailing this Notice as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.020(3); 
or (2) four months after the 
date of first publication of 
this notice.  If the claim is 
not presented within this time 
frame, the claim is forever 
barred, except as otherwise 
provided in RCW 11.40.051 
and 11.40.060.  This bar is ef-
fective for claims against both 
the Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication:  

December 20, 2023
Cheryl Havens, Personal 

Representative
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
Dewey W. Weddle, WSBA 

#29157
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice of Claims: 
LAW OFFICE OF DEWEY 

W. WEDDLE, PLLC
909 Seventh Street
Anacortes, WA  98221
Telephone: 360-293-3600
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Dec. 20, 27, 
2023 and Jan. 3, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 

SNOHOMISH COUNTY
In the Matter of the Estate 

of
JOHN A. SAYRE,

Deceased.
No. 23-4-02414-31

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

RCW 11.40.030
The personal representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as personal repre-

sentative of this estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative or 
the personal representative’s 
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim 
and filing the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced.
The claim must be present-

ed within the later of:  (1) 
Thirty days after the person-
al representative served or 
mailed the notice to the cred-
itor as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
(4) months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the 
decedent’s probate and non-

probate assets.
DATE OF FILING COPY 

OF NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS with Clerk of Court:  
December 21, 2023.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-

TION: 27 December 2023
P E R S O N A L 

REPRESENTATIVE:
PATRICIA A. SAYRE
ATTORNEY FOR 

PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE: 

Amy C. Allison, WSBA 
#34317
Anderson Hunter Law Firm, 

P.S.
2707 Colby Avenue, Suite 

1001
Everett, WA  98201
COURT OF PROBATE 

PROCEEDINGS: Snohom-
ish County Superior Court
AND CAUSE NUMBER:  

23-4-02414-31
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Dec. 27 , 2023, 
Jan. 3 and 10, 2024. 

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF 

WASHINGTON 
FOR SKAGIT COUNTY

In Re The Estate of:
      KATHRYN MARIE 

CHAPMAN,
Deceased.

No. 23-4-00614-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

     (NTCRD)
 JENNIFER COLE-

MAN has been appointed as 
Personal Representative of 
this Estate.  Any person hav-
ing a claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time 
the claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070 by 
serving on or mailing to the 
Personal Representative or 
the Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim 
and filing the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim must 
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication:  _

January 3, 2024.  
Personal Representative
Print Name: Jennifer 

Coleman
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
Print Name and Bar #:Heath-

er Ledgerwood #56238
Address for Mailing or 

Service: 
Heather Ledgerwood
Wade Law Offices
6100 219th St SW, Suite 480
Mountlake Terrace, WA 

98043
800-835-2634
Court of probate proceedings 

and cause number:
Snohomish County Superior 

Court
Case No. 23-4-00614-29
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Jan. 3, 10 and 
17, 2024.

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

Salmon. . . (from page 1)
the analysis.

“When you see really 
large releases of fish, they 
tend to swamp out the wild 
population,” McMillan 
said. 

An example is pink 
salmon released from 
hatcheries in Alaska. 
Unlike most salmon 
species, pink salmon spend 
two years rather than one 
in the ocean feeding before 
returning to their spawning 
grounds in rivers. They 
enter the ocean almost 
immediately after being 
released, and feed on vast 
amounts of microscopic 
plankton, which are the 
food for larger plankton 
that other fish species 
such as Chinook, coho, 
steelhead and sockeye 
eat. When hundreds 
of thousands of pink 
salmon are released from 
hatcheries each year, they 
upset the balance of food  
available in the ocean for 
all those other species. 

“It’s not leaving 
enough food for other 
salmon in the ocean,” 
McMillan said. It’s even 
negatively impacting orca 
populations, who feed 
on those other salmon 
species. You consume so 
much at the bottom of the 
food chain that it cascades 
to lower production at the 
top.”

The best hatcheries, 
McMillan said, rear fish 
from wild stocks and 
release small but effective 
numbers to provide a 
short-term boost to the 
population. 

McMillan said the 
analysis shows a need 
for more study of fish 
epigenetics – the study 
of how the environment 

a fish develops in can 
change and affect the way 
its genes work, the way it 
behaves and its ability to 
survive.

“There has been 
research coming out 
in the last four to five 
years indicating that 
even though hatchery 
fish are representative of 
the population at large 
from which they’re 
from, they’re undergoing 
epigenetic changes due 
to the hatchery rearing 
process,” he said.

Some of those changes 
are passed along to 
offspring. Scientists are 
trying to study that process 
and discover whether those 
traits are passed to wild 
species and whether that 
affects the ability of wild 
fish to survive, he said.

Recent studies found 
that some hatchery fish 
struggle in waters heavily 
affected by climate 
change. Wild fish have had 
millions of years to evolve 
through conditions that, 
at times, have resembled 
the present. Though they 
may have similar DNA, 
the influence of hatchery 
conditions on fish could 
make them less prepared 
to survive in volatile ocean 
conditions than wild fish.

“Many of these wild 
fish have the genes to 
deal with these changing 
environments. But 
it’s unclear whether 
the hatchery fish do,” 
McMillan said. 

First published Dec. 
18, 2023. Copyright 
2023 Oregon Capital 
Chronicle. Reprinted 
with permission. More at: 
oregoncapitalchronicle.
com/. The article is at: 
onlinelibrary.wiley.com/
doi/full/10.1111/fme.12643.

Swinomish. . . (from page 1)

Rivas, a 1985 La Conner 
High School graduate, 
is a 38-year employee of 
the Swinomish Casino & 
Lodge. 

“I started when it was 
just the bingo hall,” she 
recounted, “and I grew up 
with the property.” 

Rivas has built her 
candidacy around stemming 
drug abuse, supporting 
and improving community 
services and fostering the 
education and welfare of 
tribal children. 

“My goal,” she said, “is 
to be the best senator that I 
can be while working with 
fellow senators to build a 
better relationship with our 
community.” 

Day is the senate’s 
recording secretary. His 
myriad of tribal tasks 
include chairing the 
employment rights office, 
serving as vice-chair of elder 
services and membership on 
the planning, environmental 
and lands, fireworks and 
Protect Mother Earth 
committees. 

“I come from a long line 
of tribal leaders from both 
sides of my family,” Day 
shared with Qyuuqs. “As a 
senator, I’d like to continue 
paddling forward in a 
positive direction – continue 
and expand necessary 

services, provide more 
housing and work with law 
enforcement to keep our 
community safe and drug 
free.” 

Day is an advocate of 
trade schools and training 
opportunities for living 
wage jobs that provide 
financial stability as well 
as a sense of personal 
accomplishment. 

“I support our youth,” he 
stressed, “in whatever their 
educational goals might be.” 

Day expressed gratitude 
that the Swinomish 
Didgwalic Wellness Center 
has expanded its care and 
services from 250 to 500 
clients, tribal and non-tribal 
members, both. 

As a senator, Day has 
traveled the nation for 
conferences and training 
sessions, including a trip 
to Anchorage where he 
witnessed two Swinomish 
members graduate from a 
Dental Health Aid Therapy 
program there. 

“We have built a 
relationship with Skagit 
Valley College,” he related, 
“and now offer that same 
DHAT training.” 

John, who narrowly 
missed advancing to the 
2020 general election 
ballot, has outlined a 
robust campaign platform 
highlighting economic 
development, elder 
service, support for single 

parents and work force 
opportunities. 

“We need to get our 
community involved, get 
them trained and look at 
helping members get started 
being contractors,” John 
said, “and support tribal 
member-owned businesses 
so that way we create 
jobs that stay within our 
community and with that 
you help them have a better 
future.” 

John said he is a good 
listener who encourages 
all Swinomish voices to be 
heard. 

“We have a great 
foundation,” he said, “and 
need to continue to grow 
and improve what we have 
for a better quality of life for 
our community.” 

Bobb, son of late La 
Conner School board 
member Susan Edwards 
Wilbur, for whom the 
Swinomish Early Education 
Center is named, is a 
commercial fisherman who 
is committed to enhancing 
and ensuring the safety of 
the tribal fleet. 

“I’m eager to be a part of 
the solution and contribute 
to making our community 
a better and safer place to 

live,” said Bobb. 
Bobb is a proponent 

of both youth and elder 
services. 

“It’s essential,” he insists, 
“to bring awareness to 
the various opportunities 
available to our youth. I’ve 
had conversations with 
collegiate athletes who are 
leading the way for our 
younger generation. 

“It’s scientifically 
proven,” he continued, 
“that social relationships 
contribute to the longevity 
and mental well-being of 
our elders. My objective is 
to bring elders to witness the 
strength of our youth while 
they pursue excellence in 
academics and sports.” 

Bobb said his upbringing 
was marked by the 
unifying power of sports as 
Swinomish athletic teams 
traveled from tribe to tribe, 
“bonding with people who 
would become lifelong 
friends.” 

He said his mother took 
a similar approach by 
building relationships with 
neighboring school systems. 

“Her message of 
‘education, education, 
education’ was deeply 
ingrained in me,” Bobb 
said, “as was the value of 
embracing challenges and 
moving forward.”
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

NOT TO BE MISSED

Saturday, Jan 6: Indivisible 
Skagit is planning a signwaving 
at 2 p.m.along George Hopper 
Road up to the intersection 
with Burlington Boulevard in 
Burlington (by Costco).  
The theme will be protecting our 
democracy/rights. We welcome 
sign waivers for immigrant rights, 
reproductive rights
LGBTQ+ rights, rights to a free 
appropriate public education, 
rights to clean water, air and soil, 
health care, housing, justice and 
more.

Town of La Conner Council 
Meeting 
Tuesday, Jan. 9, 2024, at 6 p.m. 
For current Agenda go to www.
townoflaconner.org
Sign up for “Notify Me” to get 
current Town Information.

Jan. 20, 7 p.m. Pelican Bay 
Books, 520 Commercial, Ana-
cortes, Madrona Cookbook.
Join us for the celebration roll out 
of the Madrona Project Empty 
Bowl Books anthology. Michael 
Daley and Georgia Johnson 
along with 12 writers read their 
work along with other favorites 
from book. 

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish Library. 
520 Morris St., La Conner. 360-
466-3352.www.lclib.lib.wa.us. 
Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.
• Storytime for Children. 11 a.m. 

every Friday. 

• Book Club. Meets at 2 p.m. 
every fourth Wednesday. 
Info: Richard Wisniewski at 
wisniew10@gmail.com

• Tech Help. 4-6 p.m. every 
Monday. One-on-one tech-
nical support in 30-minute 
blocks.

• Dungeons & Dragons Club. 
3-5 p.m. every Tuesday. No 
previous gaming experience 
necessary.

Mount Vernon Public Library. 
315 Snoqualmie St., Mount 
Vernon. 360-336-6209, 
mountvernonwa.gov. 
• Virtual Reality. Every Satur-

day, 1-3 p.m. Must be 12 or 
older.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220 
10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-
8067, City of Anacortes.org. 

Burlington Public Library. 820 
E. Washington Ave., Burlington. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library. 
• Knitting Club. All ages, 

Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

MUSEUMS
Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum. 703 S. Second 
St., La Conner.11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Wednesday through Sunday. 
qfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288. 

Skagit County Historical 
Museum. 360-466-3365 or 
skagitcounty.net/museum. Hours 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday-Sunday.
• Exhibit: “More than just a 

little off the top: barbershop 
historians.”

Museum of Northwest Art. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday, noon-5 p.m. Sunday 
and Monday. monamuseum.org, 
360-466-4446.
• Teen Art Club. A free program 

for youth in grades 6-12, where 
you can bring your friends 
and your creativity to make art 
together and inspire your art. 
Pizza, snacks, and art supplies 
will be provided.

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle. 
Meets 1-2 p.m. Wednesdays, 
Burlington Senior Center. For 
info, email yogaheartspace0@
gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. Meets 
4:30-6:30 p.m. every Thursday, 
Shelter Bay Clubhouse. No 
auditions required. Questions, 
call Joan at 360-941-7507.

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum is looking for 
volunteers as a Museum Host 
or in our Gift Shop. Six hours 
per month. Fill out a Volunteer 
Application online www.qfamuse-
um.org or stop by the Museum.  
Open Wednesday - Sunday 11 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m., 703 Second 
Street OR call Jacque Chase 
360.466.4288 x 101.    

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank. 
Food distribution from 2:30-5 
p.m. every Monday, 602 S. Third 
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878. 
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Swinomish Helping Hands 
Food Bank. Food distribution 
from 2-5 p.m. every Thursday. 
Non-essentials every first 
Thursday. 17444 Snee Oosh 
Road, La Conner. 360-856-2211. 
helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

Skagit Valley Humane Society. 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington. 
360-757-0445. Find volunteer 
and donation opportunities online 
at skagithumane.org.

MEETINGS
La Conner Swinomish 
Regional Library. Library board 
of trustees meets at 5 p.m. the 
2nd Tuesday of the month in the 
library, 520 Morris St., La Conner

Skagit Cemetery Dist. 1. 
Regular meetings at 5 p.m. every 
second Thursday, at Lori Buher’s 
home, 17604 Valentine Road, 
Mount Vernon.

Skagit Conservation District. 
2021 E. College Way No. 203, 
Mount Vernon. 360-428-4313. 
Zoom info at skagitcd.org. Board 
meetings 7:30-9 a.m. every 4th 
Wednesday. 

Rotary Club of La Conner. 
laconnerrotary.org. Meetings 6-7 
p.m. every Monday at Shawn 
O’Donnell’s restaurant. Optional 
dinner, 5:30 p.m. 

Little Mountain Gamblers. 
Gamblers Anonymous meets 
at 6:30 p.m. every Tuesday at 
Mount Vernon Senior Center, 
1401 Cleveland Ave.

Town of La Conner. 204 Doug-

Sudoku, Crossword answers on page 6

Inslee. . . (from page 1)

Classified ads now in print and online • same low price
Submit your ad by Sunday noon for next issue publishing • laconnerweeklynews.com/classifiedads or 360-466-3315

CLASSIFIEDS

CLEANING SERVICES 
OFFERED: Home or office. 
Estimates provided.  Good 
quality work. Reasonable rates. 
Call for estimate. References 
available. 360-202-1288.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE with a 
$325 classified listing or $1,600 for 
a display ad. Call this newspaper 
or 360-344-2938 for details. 

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor

Scalloped Potatoes 

Ingredients 

• Red potatoes, 6 small
• Ham, cut or diced, 1 cup 
• Leeks, 1 1/2 sliced 
• Grated chedder cheese, 
    1 to 2 cups
• Butter, 2  tablespoons
• Pepper, a few shakes 
• Dried parsley, 1/2 teaspoon 
• Evaporated milk, 1/2 cup
• Chicken broth, 1/3 cup

Preparation
This is a layered dish. 

Butter the inside of a medi-
um sized (4 quart) slow cooker. The first layer is sliced 
leeks. Add a layer of potatoes. Pour in the chicken 
broth. Then interchange the ham, potatoes, leeks 
and cheese. Place the seasonings on the potato 

layer. The top layer will be cheese and dots of butter. 
Pour in the milk. Cover and set on low for 6 hours.

With Ham and Leeks

Wishing everyone 
a happy new year! 

aren’t important,” he said at 
an afternoon news confer-
ence. “What’s important are 
the lives.”

Into the weeds
This is Inslee’s last sup-

plemental budget before he 
leaves office. The spending 
priorities reflect the major 
challenges he’s encountered 
since taking office in 2013.

He had to ramp up spend-
ing on behavioral health, 
largely in response to the 
Trueblood case in which 
a federal court found the 
state’s long wait times for 
mental health treatment and 
evaluations violated the con-
stitutional rights of people in 
jail waiting for those services 
before they can be deemed 
competent to stand trial.

“This will not be the 
end of our effort,” he said 
Wednesday. “What we have 
done is to do everything we 
can as fast as we can.”

To help those without 
shelter, Inslee is seeking 
$100 million for the state’s 
Rapid Capital Housing 
Acquisition fund, which 
pays for emergency housing 
like tiny home villages, $10 
million for the Department 
of Transportation to continue 
clearing encampments on 
state properties and $30 
million for other programs, 
like rent assistance and ex-
panding legal aid for tenants 
facing eviction. There’s also 
money for mental health 
and substance use disorder 
services for people who are 
unhoused or transitioning out 
of homelessness.

Inslee was pressed at a 
Dec. 13 press conference 
on the expense of housing 
and homelessness-related 
programs as more than 
$100 million has been spent 
and roughly 1,000 people 
assisted. 

They are expensive and 
necessary investments, he 
said. In the long-term, the 
state gets housing facilities 
that are “permanent assets” 
and will serve many people 
for years to come, he added.

Inslee is seeking $64 
million for programs serving 
individuals and families 
affected by illegal opioids on 
top of the roughly $200 mil-
lion included in the current 
two-year state budget.

On education, he is pro-
posing to drive more dollars 
to school districts to pay 
for special education by in-
creasing the funding cap. He 
estimates this will make $17 
million more available to dis-
tricts with large numbers of 
students with special needs.

Also in education, Inslee 
is requesting $64 million to 
cover a $3 an hour raise for 
32,000 paraeducators whom 
he described as “some of the 
most important people in our 
education system.”

Rain. . . (from page 1)
and the month’s average daily 
temperature was 4.3 degrees 
above the century average at 
40 degrees.
There are 22 years of data, 
with no records for 2002 or 
2005.
Measurements and data are at 
Washington State University’s 
Mount Vernon weather station 
on Memorial Highway.
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POLICE BLOTTERPOLICE BLOTTER
SKAGIT COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

.

360-466-9932 
702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

VOTED SKAGIT’S BEST FISH & CHIPS 2023 
EST. 1972  Family Operated

Kitchen OPEN 
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM 
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

& EATERY, Inc.

APRIL 8, 2020 • LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS • PAGE 7

BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
    ARNEST1044BW 

360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com

Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

K
ing Features W

eekly Service
April 6, 2020

The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.

Proceeds from our 
non-profi t shop benefi t 

our community.

New arrivals weekly!
Photos posted Thursdays

on our Facebook page

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun 

11am - 5pm
 3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!

Donations accepted 
Mondays 1pm - 3pm 

It’s All Here!
Clothing, Housewares
Furniture, Collectibles
Linens, Books, Shoes
Art, Antiques, More~

“La Conner’s Dept. Store”

Sunday, December 24
9:40 p.m. Weaved away— Er-
ratically driven vehicle on Mclean 
Road and then into the town of 
La Conner. Vehicle turned on 
to Maple Avenue and the caller 
stopped following. No plate 
provided and no further com-
plaints.. Morris St. / Maple Ave., 
La Conner. 

Monday, December 25 
1:35 a.m. Dog ran free — Small 
dog running loose in the middle 
of the road. Caller was off duty 
officer but advised they could not 
catch it and it kept running away. 
Unknown owner and no response 
from a deputy. Summers Dr. / 
Best Rd., Greater La Conner. 

Wed., December 27
10:43 a.m. Dropped call — Cell 
phone alert of a possible MVA 
at the intersection. This was an 
automatic alert that is often cause 
by a sudden jolt or dropping of a 
phone. We checked the area and 
did not find any problems.Chilber-
gy Rd. Chilberg Ln., Greater La 
Conner. 

3:08 p.m. Runnng dogs — 
Report of two loose dogs running 
in the area. There is no leash law 
in the county and the dogs were 
not a danger to traffic. Deputy did 
not respond due to no laws being 
violated.Mann / Fir Island Rds.., 
Conway.

10:44 p.m. Stuck situation — 
Caller reported a possible MVA 
at this residence with a vehicle 
stuck in a field just off the road. 
A deputy responded and found 
it was not an MVA and the driver 
and just pulled in to park and got 
stuck. Driver was going to need 
a tow to get out.. Maple Ave., La 
Conner.

Thursday, December 28
9:41 a.m. Dead end call —  Oak 
Harbor Police requested a check 
of the business to try and locate 
a direct number for a case they 
were investigating. Only numbers 
available were automated lines 
that would not reach a real per-
son.. Morris St., La Conner. 

12:17 p.m. All o.k. — Client 
reported that they might be 
missing jewelry from their room. 
A deputy responded but this may 
be an age and confusion issue. 
Unknown if anything is actually 
missing. N 1st St., La Conner. 

Tons of 
toys!

Skagit’s Best Grocery Store!   •   skagitfoodcoop.com   •   360.336.9777

Memorable meals 
& amazing gifts.

619 South 1st Street La Conner, WA   360-466-4808

Open Daily, 10 am - 6 pm

Hours:
 9-5 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Tropical
Houseplant Sale

20% OFF
Palms, Citrus, Gardenias,

Orchids, Ferns, 
Succulents & more.
All growing in our
warm greenhouse. 

through January 31st

“People’s
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the May 29th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy

La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

Friday
‘til 7:00

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Hardy Fuchsias

Fuchsia Baskets
Extra large, hanging in 14” cedar pots.

Fuchsia Starts
Upright & trailing starts in 2, 4 & 6” pots

20% off
through May 31st

These old-fashioned Fuchsias come back
year after year, growing  from 2’ up to 8’

tall. Flowers in red, purple, white and pink.
A favorite of humming birds and gardeners

with shade. We offer dozens of varieties 
and have included trailing Fuchsias,

on sale through May 31st.

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this ad in the May 11th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315

Shady Days

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Shade-loving
Tuberous Begonias,

fancy Double Impatiens and
exotic New Guinea Impatiens

20% off
4” Pots

(regularly $4.98)
through May 22nd

Hours:
 9-6 Daily
Fri. ‘til 7

People’s 
Choice

Award-Winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

2x4 col. in. ad proof for 4/30/14.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Fridays
‘ til 7 p.m.

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Basket
Stuffers

20% Off
(regularly $2.49)

through May 11th

Dozens of different premium
annual varieties for planters,

baskets or bedding,
growing in 2-1/4” pots.

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Fridays

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

2x4 col. in. ad proof for 4/30/14.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Fridays
‘ til 7 p.m.

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Basket
Stuffers

20% Off
(regularly $2.49)

through May 11th

Dozens of different premium
annual varieties for planters,

baskets or bedding,
growing in 2-1/4” pots.

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Fridays
Open
Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com 

An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts
Open
Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com 

An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts

Open
Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com 

An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts
www.christiansonsnursery.com

15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

La Conner Weekly News 
P.O. Box 1465, La Conner, WA 98257 

Subscription Form

Please check the appropriate boxes in each section below

Name  _____________________________________________

Mailing Address  _____________________________________

Email  _____________________________________________

Phone _____________________________________________

Join our community of readers. Delivered weekly to you. $60 annually.
INSTRUCTIONS:
• Subscribe / Renew Online: 
   laconnerweeklynews.com/subscribe
• Pay by checking account or by credit card: NO FEES!
                        OR
• Mail this coupon with your check
• Include your email address and phone number
• Renewals sent by email, saving you time and money

Local news in 
your mail:
• Breaking news
• Farm and town
• Family and friends
• Schools and government
• Award-winning stories 
  and photography

Keeping local 
journalism alive 
together
• Keeping you informed
• Your window into 
   the community
• Engaging you in our 
   local democracy

Section 2 - Annual Rate
$60 In Skagit County Print and Online    
$75 Out of Skagit County Print and Online  
$60 Online Only  

Renew early! 
Give gifts!

Give yourself the gift of an early renewal

Thank you for subscribing to the
La Conner Weekly News

Kenneth Stern
Publisher

Billing
Address
Needed

Section 1
New subscriber    Renewing subscription    Gift

Best Sellers,
Children’s Books
Puzzles, Games 
Open 7 days a week!

10 - 6
On Gilkey Square
360-399-1800

www.seaportbooks.com 
106 S. First St.

La Conner

December was frosty and frozen 4-Jan

La Conner Community combats wave of saltwater flooding 4-Jan

Flood damage cost estimate $1.8 million 11-Jan

Council creates emergency management commission 1-Feb

Center Street condos a go 15-Feb

Marna Hanneman will be next La Conner Mayor 24-May

Festival celebrates author Tom Robbins 6-Sep

Earthquake rattles La Conner Sunday 11-Oct

29 newspaper contest awards for Weekly News 11-Oct

Blessing the La Conner Swinomish Library 18-Oct

Town’s short-term rentals forum draws large turnout 25-Oct

306 Center Street permit problems 1-Nov

Mayor Ramon Hayes final council meeting ends without fanfare 20-Dec

2023 Town of La Conner budget will end in black 20-Dec

Shelter Bay board sanctions fellow board members 22-Feb

Recall campaign targets 5 Shelter Bay directors 5-Apr

Shelter Bay residents recall director Kontos 19-Apr

Lynette Cram resigns; Dave Cram hired 1-Mar

Enrollment drop means school staff cuts in fall 26-Apr

A lean budget to rightsize school finances 2-Aug

BNSF locomotive derailed early Thursday behind Swinomish Casino 22-Mar

Matika Wilbur launches ‘Project 562’ at Swinomish 3-May

Skagit Valley Food Co-op members celebrate 50 years 16-Aug

Tulip Valley Farms sued by Skagit County 30-Aug

County planning commission says ‘no’ to easing agritourism rules 20-Dec

2023: The year reviewed in headlines
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