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RETURN OF THE HUMPIES—Fishermen stand chest deep in the Skagit River, casting their lines in a hopeful attempt to catch

salmon.

—Photo by Gary Brown

State grants $11.9 million to eight organizations
for salmon recovery projects in Skagit County

By Ken Stern —

When the Washington State
Salmon Recovery Funding
Board and the Puget Sound
Partnership awarded $81.5
million through 150 grants in
29 counties Sept. 18, they were
sending $11,948,293 to eight
organizations and institutions in
Skagit County for recovering at-
risk salmon species.

In a news release, Gov. Jay
Inslee said, “These are important
projects that will help us restore
our salmon populations. They
also provide many other benefits.
When we clean up our rivers,
we not only help salmon, we reduce flooding, help our
communities adapt to climate change and preserve jobs that
rely on healthy salmon and natural resources.”

The funds into Skagit County are 14.7% of the total
distributed across 29 counties. The 18 projects here are
12% of those funded. Sixty-six grants totaling $53.7 million
will target projects in and around Puget Sound, Washington
state’s biggest estuary, the news release states.

The $3.8 million going to the Department of Fish and
Wildlife is for restoring estuary habitat on Milltown Island
in the South Fork Skagit River delta. The department will
remove portions of the perimeter dike and cross-dike,
excavate channels and tidal headwaters, manage weeds and
plant native estuarine vegetation. The work will restore
water, sediment and wood delivery to the 220-acre site
allowing natural processes to maintain newly connected
estuarine habitats.

The Lummi Nation has two grants totaling $2.1. Their
$1.4 million grant will place 17 logjams and 37 habitat
structures in the South Fork Nooksack River, north of

EAGLES NEED SALMON TOO
A bald eagle feasts on salmon .
—~Photo by Nancy Crowell

Lyman. The Tribe will plant twenty-two acres of
= riverbank to restore spawning, rearing and holding
habitat for Chinook salmon.

Their $950,771 project is to restore habitat in
the South Fork Nooksack River, west of State
Route 9, at Cavanaugh Island. It will also place
logjams, 14, and plant trees and bushes on the
river’s banks.

The Skagit River System Cooperative received
seven grants totaling $2.8 million with projects
ranging from $150,000 to $1.9 million. The
largest grant designs the restoration of Tenas
Creek, a tributary of the Suiattle River. Their
other projects are restorations of the middle Skagit
River floodplain; the banks of Davis Slough and
Barnaby Slough; replanting the banks of Alder
Creek and the Skagit River; and planting and
maintaining lands in the Skagit River basin and its
watershed.

The SRSC provides natural resource management
services for the Sauk-Suiattle Indian Tribe and the
Swinomish Indian Tribal Community.

The Skagit Land Trust expects to buy 75 acres of
riverfront and floodplain in the Skagit River watershed
to conserve high-quality habitat and enable restoration of
impacted habitat.

The Skagit County government’s two grants are fish
passage design for Mill Creek, $458,263 and Martin
Slough, $391,000.

The Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group’s three grants
total $502,194. Its $224,000 grant is for treating invasive
plants and replanting the floodplain and banks of the middle
and upper Skagit River. The $150,000 award will help
remove competing plants and controlling invasive weeds
working with eight landowners on 121 acres of Skagit River
floodplain and land along waterways. The $128,194 funds
a feasibility study for reconnecting a historic tidal wetland
with Bowman Bay.

The Upper Skagit Indian Tribe has $180,000 to improve
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(continued on page 7)

Maple Ave. COA building
sale listing discussed at
planning meeting

By Bill Reynolds

There has been extended debate in town
over pending new construction of a multi-unit
residential building in a commercial zone.

The focal point for that dialogue is the “Talmon
Project” at 306 Center Street.

In a coincidental twist, Town of La Conner
Planning Commissioners and staff were asked last
week about the status of a longtime commercial
building in a residential zone.

The former COA restaurant at the corner of
Maple Avenue and Washington Street — perhaps
better known as the ‘new Joe’s Drive-In’ by locals
of a certain age — is surrounded by a large parking
lot. The vacant structure has undergone extensive
remodeling in recent months and is now listed
for sale for commercial/retail use for $499,000,
according to La Conner residents attending the
Sept. 19 Town Planning Commission hybrid
meeting at Maple Hall.

But the history of the property suggests a
somewhat different scenario. One that would more
accurately identify the property as residential
since the non-conforming use under which the
restaurant had operated is no longer valid due to
its extended vacancy.

The building has lost its non-conforming use
designation because it has been vacant more
than six months and no one has applied for an
extension, Town leaders said.

“It’s a commercial building,” noted Town
Assistant Planner Ajah Eills, “but on a residential
property.”

Eills and Town Planner Michael Davolio said
they can’t control how realtors list the property,
but are hopeful prospective buyers are made aware
of it being zoned residential.

“In the end, though,” said Eills, “it’s the
responsibility off the buyer to know the zoning.”

Davolio, Eills, and Town Administrator Scott
Thomas said a buyer of the COA property would
have to apply for a variance to use the building
commercially again. That variance application
would be reviewed by Town Hearing Examiner
David Lowell, Eills said.

“That is the correct analysis,” Thomas told
the Weekly News on Wednesday. “It was a legal
nonconforming use as a restaurant. That use was
abandoned after the restaurant use was terminated
for a period of time.”

Resident Kathy Shiner brought to the
commission’s attention that the 214 Maple Avenue
property is being advertised with a commercial/
retail listing.

“It’s not accurate,” Shiner told commissioners.
“It should be residential.”

Former planning commissioner Linda Talman
shared with present members of the Town
advisory panel a snapshot of the property’s history.

“l did an information request for that property,”
Talman said. “I knew it would be a mess when it
came up.”

The Sanford family opened the original Joe’s
Drive-In more than a half-century ago on the
southeast corner of its Maple Avenue property,
next to Talbott Street. The Sanfords later expanded
their business, famed for its shrimp burgers and

(continued on page 3)

Larry Kibbee residential unit dedicated at FD 13 open house

By Bill Reynolds

No amount of rain was going to dampen spirits at the
Skagit County Fire District 13 Open House Saturday.

That is because the event’s guest of honor, retired fire
district commissioner and former Shelter Bay resident Larry
Kibbee, has long been admired for his sunny disposition.

Kibbee served six years on the fire district’s governing
panel prior to moving to Bothell. He returned to the Snee
Oosh Road station for the formal dedication of a new
residential building that bears his name.

“I wouldn’t have missed it,” Kibbee told the Weekly
News afterward. “It’s a super facility.”

Following a brief outdoor ribbon-cutting ceremony,
abbreviated due to steadily increasing rainfall, those in
attendance were invited to tour the spacious modular
building.

Plans for the on-site housing, an on-the-job home away
from home for district firefighters and emergency medical
personnel, have been in the works for several years — dating
to Kibbee’s tenure as commissioner — but were stalled
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The long-awaited open house was a festive occasion
despite the gray, drizzly conditions.

Commission chair Bruce Shellhamer donned his chef’s
hat and cooked hot dogs inside the fire station for the
large gathering on hand to support Kibbee and the fire

department’s mission, which was in full
display as crews rolled on several calls
during the gathering.

Folks enjoyed lunch, including cake,
collected emergency preparedness
materials and mixed-and-mingled before
meeting in front of the new Larry Kibbee
Residential Unit for the dedication.

“This will be a residence for our
firefighters and EMTs (emergency medical
technicians) so we can serve the district
with a 24-hour system,” said fire chief
Wood Weiss.

Weiss described Kibbee as having been
an outstanding boss who has remained a
valued friend.

“He was a wonderful leader for this
district and community,” Weiss said of
Kibbee.

Commissioner J.J. Wilbur, who is also
a Swinomish Indian Tribal Community
senator and La Conner school board
member, echoed those sentiments.

Wilbur and Alana Quintasket, the tribal
senate’s vice-chair, expressed gratitude for

(continued on page 7)

CUTTING THE RIBBON — FINALLY! — Fire District 13 Commissioner
J.J. Wilbur, Swinomish Tribal Senate Vice Chair Alana Quintasket and
retired FD 13 commission chair Larry Kibbee could not be happier that
the new residential quarters were move-in ready last Saturday at the
Snee Oosh Road fire station. Not pictured, FD 13 Commission Chair
Bruce Shellhamer and Assistant Fire Chief Jamie Jurdi.

— Photo by Ken Stern
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lFrom the editor—
The freedom to read everything

Every September the Weekly News focuses an editorial
on Banned Books Week. The Week starts Sunday, Oct. 1
this year. Visit the La Conner Swinomish library next week.
Heck, go to a library every single day through Oct. 7. We are
fortunate to have good libraries throughout the county. It is
unfortunate that our county commissioners have not shown the
dedicated, long-term leadership citizens need to be led into the
countywide, single library district that living in the 21st century
requires. But that is another editorial.

Banned Books Week editorials the last six years have
heralded democracy, the First Amendment, the importance
of liberty — choice — the critical need to speak against fear
— for that is what censorship is, an effort to be safe and
deny children the chance to imagine, explore and learn their
way into the future. And while this newspaper has always
acknowledged the right of individual parents to deny specific
books and the possibility of a different future to their own
children in the privacy of their own homes, it has always
condemned those seeking to impose their personal beliefs on
others in the public spaces of schools and libraries.

Each year this week’s editorial has championed the cause of
a new library in La Conner and thanked those working to make
it possible. On Oct. 14 please join in celebrating the hope our
efforts have turned into a reality at the library’s dedication at 3
p.m.. Great job everyone. See you there.

The theme for this year’s national Banned Books Week
could not be more appropriate: “Let Freedom Read.” That line
echoes a historic, patriotic song written by the 19tth century
Baptist minister Samuel Francis Smith almost 50 years after
the Bill of Rights was adopted..

The first stanza ends: “From ev’ry mountainside / Let
freedom ring!” Smith titled it “America.” It is also called “My
Country, ‘Tis of Thee.”

The American Library Association’s website has a section
on “Banned & Challenged Books” and web pages for Banned
Books Week. Here are their words:

“This is a dangerous time for readers and the public
servants who provide access to reading materials. Readers,
particularly students, are losing access to critical information
and librarians and teachers are under attack for doing their
jobs.” — Deborah Caldwell-Stone, director of the ALA's Office
for Intellectual Freedom

“Banned Books Week celebrates the freedom to read and
spotlights current and historical attempts to censor books in
libraries and schools. For more than 40 years, the annual
event has brought together the entire book community —
librarians, teachers, booksellers, publishers, writers, journalists
and readers of all types — in shared support of the freedom
to seek and to express ideas, even those some consider
unorthodox or unpopular. The books featured during Banned
Books Week have all been targeted for removal or restriction in
libraries and schools. By focusing on efforts across the country
to remove or restrict access to books, Banned Books Week
draws national attention to the harms of censorship.

“In a time of intense political polarization, library staff in every
state are facing an unprecedented number of attempts to ban
books. ALA’s Office for Intellectual Freedom ALA documented
1,269 demands to censor library books and resources in
2022, the highest number of attempted book bans since ALA
began compiling data about censorship in libraries more than
20 years ago. The unparalleled number of reported book
challenges in 2022 nearly doubles the 729 book challenges
reported in 2021. Of the record 2,571 unique titles targeted for
censorship, most were by or about LGBTQIA+ persons and
Black, Indigenous and people of color.

“The theme for Banned Books Week 2023 is “Let Freedom
Read.” When we ban books, we’re closing off readers to
people, places and perspectives. But when we stand up for
stories, we unleash the power that lies inside every book.

We liberate the array of voices that need to be heard and the
scenes that need to be seen. Let freedom read!”

We need to support the reality of the First Amendment in all
public spaces for all people of all ages. Let freedom read!

— Ken Stern

Energy Star is efficiency seal of approval
By Greg Whiting

Last time, | suggested buying
Energy Star electronics to cut your
energy bills. What is Energy Star and
why is their work relevant?

Energy Star is a voluntary program
started by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency in 1992 to promote energy efficiency and
sustainability. Energy Star encourages manufacturers and building
designers to submit their products for evaluation and (hopefully)
certification that they are more energy efficient than competing
products. Energy Star thus makes it easier for energy users to identify,
products, buildings and industrial systems that are the most energy
efficient.

You’ve probably seen the blue and white Energy Star stickers on
electronics and appliances. You may even have seen Energy Star
plaques in buildings. Energy Star ratings are available across a wide
range of products, including appliances, electronics, lighting, heating
and cooling systems, commercial and residential buildings and even
industrial facilities.

To earn an Energy Star label, the system, whether it’s a consumer
appliance or a building, must meet criteria which are periodically
updated by the EPA to reflect technological advancements and
evolving energy efficiency standards. Energy Star is a comparative
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(continued on page 8

Are you offended? Feedback requested

When | became a columnist many years ago
for this newspaper, | borrowed the title “If | Ran
The Zoo” from a delightful book by Dr. Seuss.

For me, it was just the perfect title for a column in
which I could express my views on anything and
everything.

Well, Seuss Enterprises, still run by his
descendants, has just removed “If | Ran The Zoo”
and five other books from publication due to
controversy surrounding racist images within these
books.

In a 1988 biography of Seuss, Ruth K.
MacDonald notes the perceived presence of
“occasional stereotypes of native peoples —
potbellied, thick-lipped blacks from Africa, squirty-
eyed Orientals” that may offend some readers
today.

The Canadian Book and Periodical Council’s
Freedom to Read project listed the book as having
been challenged in 2015 for insensitivity and ethnic
stereotyping.

i
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I went to the bookstore to see if | could still buy
the book but I was told that they weren’t able to
sell it anymore. However, | was told that I could
probably find it online but it would cost at least $40
for the purchase.

Now | am faced with a very tough decision to
make. | love the name of my column, and it has no
racist implications, but is there guilt by association
in this situation? It has won best column in the
state’s annual best newspaper contest several times.

I’d love to get feedback from my readers on this.
You can connect with me via Facebook and let me
know if you think I should keep the title or change
it. If 1 will no longer be running the zoo, I’ll have
to figure out another obligation.

A citizen’s view—

Tom Robbins Day a blast:

By Holly Gwinn Graham

One of the joys in my year of health challeng-
es was the fun and exciting opportunity to honor
“our own” Tom Robbins on Sept. 2. It was a real
blast! Tom enjoyed it, he and Alexa rocked it, the
library’s programs benefited and everyone entered
into the sweet, happy, excellent spirit of the day.
Some of us came from far away to celebrate the
occasion and we celebrated with all our hearts.

That’s why, when | read your recent Musing
about the day, | was aghast at the last unfunny
paragraph suggesting pushing a mummy of Tom
through the streets of town in a wheelchair, making
it a yearly event. Unholy crap.

What a stupid, unnecessary, really disconnected
thing to write, especially after the happy success
of a truly welcome “quirky” La Conner event,
something that lifted hearts, reunited friends, made
us laugh and healed us on many levels in these
unsettled times. I, for one, had a ball. | made giant
thumbs for the occasion and lifted them with pride
in the procession. | even hitched a ride in a classic
truck. Sissy Hankshaw lives! (I noticed there are a
lot of us too.)

Aside from the fact that Tom remains an interna-
tionally recognized author with books and charac-
ters that live on, this parade for him was a gift to
the whole town and nobody expects it to be yearly.
What made it special is that it was a once-in-a-life-
time occasion — unforgettable, historical — and we
were there!

Aging, as we know, is not for sissies and Tom is
doing it well with his beautiful wife Alexa at his
side. Being human means nobody gets out alive,

Insulting him was wrong

so, as the late Jimmy Buffet said in song, “If we
couldn’t laugh, we would all go insane.” Having

a sense of humor is essential, so your attempts at
humor ought to be funny, not insulting, Mr. Editor.
You owe us an apology for your sad, recently pub-
lished attempt at it: Not funny — just wrong.

Thank you, dear Tom, dear Alexa, dear organiz-
ing crew and dear dear town of La Conner for a
wonderful chance to honor great writing, memo-
rable characters and our ongoing appreciation of
the arts with this beautiful reason to get creative
and show gratitude for each other, wherever our
lives have taken us - a parade and a day of honor
for Tom. This fine time brought us back together
with happiness, hope, hugs and real healing power.
Another Wow!

We share lessons in life and laughter at every
turn. The best humor is based in love and thought-
ful attention to the human condition. Tom has given
us that for decades. May we continue to laugh
together and shed some welcome tears, too, until
the next Big Adventure, remembering how healing
expressions of love and joy have always proved to
be, as we celebrate our humanity with a hearty dose
of plain old gladness. | have the pictures to prove
it!

Go Tom! Go Alexa! Go La Conner! And thanks
again for all the fun. I wouldn’t have missed it for
the world.

Holly Gwinn Graham, singer, artist, happy
traveler, lived on Pull and Be Damned Road for 13
years until moving to Olympia in 1990 to earn a
graduate degree in teaching at The Evergreen State
College. www.hollygwinngraham.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Robbins Musing not appreciated

I did not appreciate your musings on Tom
Robbins Day. Tom has been our friend for 49
years and is the funniest man we know. He’s still
in better shape than many of his friends 20 years
younger then he is. To say he was propped up is
ageist. He recently went through another bought of
COVID-19 and fared well.

Tom has always been there for our community,
greater area and issues that matter to our world.
All we ever had to do is call him when we needed
him to entertain us. | asked him many times to help
and he did, to stop the nuclear plants here and other
places. His activism is well known which he still

has a hand in.

I didn’t think your comment about the dummy
mummy was very funny at all. It would be great
to celebrate the love and creativity he inspires
anytime! Note that the funds made at the event
goes to the library children’s program. It’s okay to
celebrate our elders and younger people too.

We and all our many guests had a great time that
day including our children and their friends! The
tribal kids with us had a great time passing out
carnival beads. He inspires reading and | loved all
his books which I read. I’ll celebrate Tom any day
and every day.

Debbie Aldrich
La Conner

Don’t extend South First Street

Dear town council, planning commission - and
citizens:

It has been mentioned on the council and
planning commission recently that it would be a
great idea (said they) to have all the traffic thru
town exit on First Street along the water next to
the blue building that would be removed for this to
occur. They also keep toying with a one way First
Street.

This idea ignores some important realities:
primarily, the Shoreline Master Plan. That land
next to old blue (derelict blue building) and which
is along the water does indeed partially belong to
the town. But 200 feet of property along the water
is regulated by the Shoreline Master Plan.

The shoreline plan promotes public access
and water related or dependent uses. The state
regulates it, not us. It does not mean a highway out
of town. It means walking and biking and viewing
and water experiences. We will never get more
waterfront.

And then there are the parts of that plan that just
don’t make sense. We have an enormous parking
lot that this new road would bypass.

I hope that someday that transitional zone will
be developed for housing for workforce families
along with some work opportunities there for them
—as dreamed of when that zone was created. And
I hope that someday the street that was vacated
long ago in the back of Maple Hall will become an
entrance to that dreamed of mixed use area. At the
moment, that vacated street is used for south-end
walkers who use it to reach the town center. (These
same walkers used to walk on the water side the
derelict blue building until the town fenced it off.)

Making South First Street a way out of town
would create an island of the transition zone and
defeat the goal of waterfront access from the Port’s
La Conner Marina to Conner Park. Please don’t
mess with this jewel of a goal.

Historic towns all over the world have solved
the broken mirrors problem in simpler ways.

Kind regards,
Linda Talman
La Conner
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'Pay to park, one-way streets comp plan options

By Bill Reynolds

The wheels are turning — first
gradually, than rapidly — as Town
of La Conner officials continue
work on updating the transpor-
tation element of its comprehen-
sive plan.

“I’ve been working on this ele-
ment for several months,” Direc-
tor of Planning Michael Davolio
told planning commissioners at
their 90-minute Sept. 19 hybrid
meeting at Maple Hall, “and
one of the surprising things I’ve
learned is that there is enough
parking on South First Street to
accommodate all the (residential
and commercial) uses there.

“But,” he cautioned, “it
doesn’t matter during tourist sea-
son and this is a tourism-based
economy.”

Davolio’s comment, on what
has been a top-tier issue in La
Conner for decades, began a
wide-ranging discussion de-
signed to spur additional reflec-
tion — including of the outside
the box variety — from commis-
sioners.

“1"d like you to give these
issues serious thought to discuss
at a later meeting to establish
goals,” said Davolio.

Topics and possible future
scenarios raised last week
included timed, angled and/or
paid parking; one-way traffic
on one or both of First and
Second streets; opening South
First Street to Caledonia Street;
employing shuttle service from
the parking lot below Town Hall,
developing safe non-motorized
traffic routes; increasing transit
access; and improving stop sign
visibility around town, especially
Morris Street.

The one immediate and con-
crete result of the brainstorming
was appointment of commission-
ers John Leaver and Bruce Brad-
burn to a subcommittee charged
with contacting and gleaning
information from representatives
of companies that provide paid
parking systems.

It was noted earlier that
Bellingham, Leavenworth and
Granville Island have already
shifted to paid parking.

Bradburn said parking meters
date to the 1940s, introduced in
Oklahoma City at a cost of five
cents per hour. Any embrace of
parking restrictions, he added,
will increase the burden on local
enforcement.

“Unless you have enforce-
ment,” he said, “it’s ridiculous.
You’re going to have to hire
someone to around and write
tickets.”

A parking payment apparatus
will also be needed.

“We would have to think about
infrastructure to put in place to
collect the (parking) fees,” Assis-
tant Planner Ajah Eills said. “I’'m
sure that’s something that can be
overcome.”

Commissioner Marna
Hanneman, who will become
mayor in December, said traffic
congestion on First Street has
been exasperated by the renewed
popularity of larger vehicles.

“Vehicles are getting bigger,”
she said. “I’m fearful someone
will get hit or a mirror will get
torn off.

“We have a vision of our
town,” Hanneman stressed. “We
want to keep it charming. But we
need revenue and we need rules.
I know the topic of parking on
First Street is of huge importance
to the town council,”

Leaver suggested using elec-
tric jitneys — open vehicles carry-
ing passengers for relatively low
fares — between the public south
end parking lot and downtown,
which Hanneman praised for its
creativity.

“We need to be thinking out-
side the box,” she said. “\We need
to be creative and we have to
realize we’re not going to please
everyone 100% of the time.”

Whenever the prospect of
one-way traffic on First Street is
raised, concerns are voiced about
potential impacts on residential
neighborhoods, as an example.

“And then you’ll have to talk
to the people on Second Street,”
Hanneman quipped knowingly
when a one-way First Street
option was introduced.

Davolio addressed needs
of bike lanes and additional
sidewalks, thereby carving out
more safe routes to school for
local students. “There’s not a lot
of transit access,” he said. “Do
we want to do something about
that?”

Commissioners are also look-
ing at other key subjects.

Davolio said efforts continue
to stay in contact with Swinom-
ish Indian Tribal Community
officials. Eills said the ongoing
public participation program ex-
pects responses from La Conner
Schools students to be incorpo-
rated into comp plan updates.

Oct. 17 is a public forum on
short-term rentals at the La Con-
ner Civic Garden Club Building.
An Oct. 19 day trip to Langley
is for a meeting with architect
Ross Chapin, who specializes in
affordable housing.

Grant offers fertile plan to plant trees on Morris Street

By Bill Reynolds

Town leaders hope to spruce
up La Conner’s appearance with
the planting of new trees along
Morris Street.

The La Conner Chamber of
Commerce and Town Parks
Commission are teaming up on
a grant application for placing
street sensitive trees plus hanging
baskets and updated banners to
further beautify the town.

“The trees will be placed into
existing holes with a containment
to keep the roots from streets and
sidewalks,” parks commission
chair Ollie Iverson said in his
official report of the panel’s Sept.
13 hybrid meeting at Maple Hall.

Iverson said the grant will be
awarded in October.

“We will plant as many new
trees along Morris Street as the
funding will cover,” Iverson
added. “We will do this again
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in 2024, if needed, to finish the
project. The funds for this will
not go through the Town. It has
not yet been determined how,
and (the) public works (depart-
ment) has full knowledge of
this.”

In a related development,
Town Planning Commissioner
Marna Hanneman last week
asked the status of plans to
replace a tree removed from the
Ziply’s property on Morris and
Third streets.

“Public Works has an arborist
working around town,” Town
Planner Michael Davolio re-
sponded during the commission’s
Sept. 21 meeting. “They’ve
asked for a cost estimate for a
replacement.”

The arborist had previously
identified trees for removal at
Pioneer Park that pose a public
hazard. A winter windstorm
at the park a couple years ago
caused trees to fall onto the roof
of the covered kitchen and picnic
shelter, resulting in significant
damage.

Iverson said that funding for
tree removal and cleanup at
Pioneer Park is being sought as
part of a state Local Maintenance
Program Recreation and Conser-
vation Office grant application
for repairs to the iconic fish slide
at Conner Waterfront Park.

The decision on that grant
request is also anticipated next
month.

Free COVID-19
tests for you

Every U.S. household may
place an order to receive four
free COVID-19 rapid tests deliv-
ered directly to their home.

For free tests: special.usps.
com/testkits or 800-232-0233.

The U.S. government makes
COVID-19 tests available to
uninsured individuals and under-
served communities. Find no-
cost COVID-19 testing sites at:
https://aspr.hhs.gov/TestToTreat/
Pages/default.aspx.

Dump Trucking

ARNEST1044BW

ARNE SVENDSEN TRUCKING

Rockery Rock ¢ Rip Rap

Crush Rock ¢ Grading * Pit Run
360-424-0258
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Bark & Topsoil
STAY HEALTHY! SAVE MONEY! GROW YOUR OWN VEGGIES!

FREE DELIVERY « FULL LOAD « MOST AREAS
SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 49 YEARS
Bark * Topsoil * Compost ¢ Multh ¢ Sawdust * Shavings * Cedar Chips * Hogged
Fuel » Sand ¢ Gravel * Rock ¢ Recycle Services * Delivery Large & Small
Mon-Fri, 8am-4:30pm, Sat, 8am-4pm

360-293-7188

12469 Reservation Rd.,Anacortes
WWW.SUNLANDTOPSOIL.COM

LIC# SUNLABTO88PL

Prices high, quantity low in August
for Skagit County sold homes

By Ken Stern

The 2023 pattern for homes
sold in Skagit County holds
steady: Fewer properties are
available in most of the county’s
nine markets than a year ago.
Considerably fewer homes are
selling, about 25% below 2022,
month over month, and prices
are about the same as 2022, kept
high by the ongoing either side
of $800,000 for monthly median
sold home prices in Anacortes.
In August, $880,000 was the me-
dian price for the 27 homes that
closed there, by far the highest
price of the year.

The median price of the 134
homes that closed in Skagit
County in August was just dol-
lars below $600,000. The median
price countywide has moved lit-
tle and has been above $545,000
since March.

Ten of the 13 homes sold in
the La Conner market were in
Shelter Bay. The sold home pric-
es in Shelter Bay ranged from
$295,000 for a Shelter Bay Drive
home to $803,600 for Shoshone
Drive property. A Landed Gentry
property on Maple Avenue was

the only sale within La Con-
ner, at $685,000. The other two
homes, near Skagit Bay, on Snee
Oosh Road, $1.45 million and
Cobahud Road, $685,000, were
well above the market’s median
sold home price of $492,000.

In the La Conner market, 13
new homes were listed, three
down from last month but about
the same number through the
spring and summer. The four
homes in the town of La Conner
start at $699,900.

The largest quantity of homes,
38, sold in the Mount Vernon
market at a median price of
$579,475. The 24 homes sold
in the Sedro-Woolley area had a
median price of $622,450. The
quantity of homes sold was over
15 below last August in each
market.

The La Conner inventory es-
timate is again 60 days. County-
wide, the inventory estimate is
about 56 days to sell all homes
if no new structures came on the
market.

The median sales price is
where half of the home sales are
above it and half are below it.

1

COA = = (from page

FOR SALE - The property on Maple Avenue and Washington Street
where the COA restaurant was is up for sale. But, it is zoned residential.

practice of providing free ice
cream to little leaguers who hit
home runs at nearby Hedlin’s
Ballfield, by moving onto the
property---closer to Washington
Street---the present restaurant
building.

Since then, up until COA relo-
cated to Morris Street, a series of
eateries have operated there.

Going forward, if a variance
for the property isn’t granted,
its location in a residential zone
could provide some relief for La
Conner’s housing crunch, sug-
gested resident Leslie Smith.

“There would be an opportuni-
ty or housing on that property,”

—Photo by Ken Stern

she said. “There could be more
homes, one of our goals.”

In the meantime, attempts to
contact the listing realtor have
been unsuccessful.

“The realtor is not returning
calls,” Talman said. “It’s an Al
(artificial intelligence) thing.”

Sliders Café
closed till
Oct.5

Sliders Café is closed for
fall break for its staff. It will
reopen Oct. 5 at 7:30 a.m.

Home Loans Made Simple

Jessica Nguyen

Skagit County Home Loan Specialist
Specializing in Shelter Bay lending

Office: (360) 848-7211 | Cell: (360) 420-4192
peoplesbank-wa.com/jessica

Peoples Bank

equal.

Scott A Price

360-466-2933

MKT-5894N-A

Financial Advisor

708 E Morris St Ste C
La Conner, WA 98257

Edward Jones

Not all business retirement plans are

edwardjones.com

N \AALBU BROTHERS —

SINCE 1906

We specialize in metal
J|Ifabrication and fabrication services
Aluminum Boat Repair
Farm Implement Repair

Hours: 8AM — 4:30PM e
Open weekends by appintment only

Monday — Friday

425-252-9751
19129 Smokey Point Blvd

Arlington, WA 98223
sales@aalbubrothers.com
www.aalbubrothers.com
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60-424-4548

oi'ﬁndCeclar

Operated by

Robert Desmarais and crew
Skagit County Native for 44 Years
22,000 SQ FT SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE

CEDAR SIDING | HARDWOOD DECKING - | CEDAR .FENCING -
TIMBERS Tiger wood * IPE *Bamboo & | x4 * Split Rail * 1x6
TRIM more CEDAR DECKING

DECKORATORS COMPOSITE DECKING

800-468-608
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'High School boys’ soccer
team gets its first win

By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner High School
boys’ soccer team was on point
against Crosspoint Saturday.

The Braves (1-3) earned their
first victory of 2023 with a
convincing 5-0 home shutout of
non-conference foe Crosspoint
Academy, a traditional soccer
power from Bremerton and a
SeaTac 2B entry.

Lane Tenborg paced the
winners by scoring twice and
assisting on La Conner’s other
three goals.

Braves’ head coach Galen
McKnight described Tenborg’s
play as “brilliant.”

McKnight also praised Corran
Eisen, who broke a scoreless tie
with the lone first half goal of the
match; Sammy Williams, who
scored off a corner kick after the
break; and Kale Navarette Hig-
gins, who also found the net off a
corner kick from Tenborg.

Goalkeeper Tyler Cicotte and
La Conner’s defenders likewise

received kudos for having com-
bined to blank the Warriors.

“They were very steady, only
allowing four shots,” McKnight
said.

McKnight likes the progress
his club is making after sustain-
ing successive losses to Lopez,
Friday Harbor and Mount Vernon
to open the season.

All three Braves’ setbacks
were tough defensive clashes.
Lopez edged La Conner 1-0
in the Braves’ debut Sept. 12.
Friday Harbor escaped with a
2-1 verdict in the Sept. 15 home
opener. MVC nipped visiting La
Conner 2-0 Sept. 18.

The Braves’ strong second half
play last Saturday assured that
La Conner would land in the win
column and not be on the short
end of a fourth straight closely
fought contest.

Next up for the Braves is a
non-league pairing Friday at
home opposite Grace Academy.

La Conner hosts MVC in a
much-anticipated rematch Oct. 6.

CAPTAINS COURAGEOQOUS — Al Sampson (51), C.J. Edwards (24) and
Ivory Damien (5) led the Braves onto the field Friday night against co-

NW2B leaders Coupeville

— Photo by Bill Reynolds

Braves take it on the
chin at Coupeville

By Bill Reynolds

La Conner quarterback Ivory
Damien accounted for more
than 200 yards in total offense,
including a 79-yard first period
scoring strike to wideout Logan
Burks, but the visiting Braves
still fell 48-6 to NW2B grid foe
Coupeville at Mickey Clark Field
Friday night.

Coupeville prevailed on the
strength of superior roster depth
and a punishing ground attack
led by Mike Robinett, who ran
for three touchdowns and was ef-
fective all night on inside blasts.

The Braves also hurt them-
selves by yielding six turnovers,
a blocked punt and a failed
fourth down conversion attempt
deep in their territory.

Yet matters weren’t all grim

(continued on page 7)

Y 712S. 1st St. -

Mount Vernon, WA

THE WORLD'S GREATEST IMPROVISED
ROCK'N'ROLL COMEDY ACT...

CITIZEN Hﬂﬁﬂlmﬂf

L0

360.336.8955 At =
lincolntheatre.org @;-““

Volleyball team wins league opener

By Bill Reynolds

The new-look La Conner High
School volleyball team, sporting a
revamped lineup following heavy
graduation losses from last year’s
state 2B championship roster, has
not lost sight of the immediate task
at hand.

Which is to collect as many NW-
2B/1B match triumphs as possible.

So far, the Lady Braves (2-4
overall) have checked that box.

The team, which dropped
early non-league contests with 1A
Meridian and Lynden Christian,
1B Neah Bay and 4A Glacier Peak,
has won the match that counts
most — a straight-sets sweep of
conference rival Concrete Sept. 14.

Coach Pam Keller’s charges also
own a non-conference victory over
Toppenish.

The Lady Braves put their 1-0
NW2B/1B ledger on the line
against Coupeville at Landy James
Gym last night.

La Conner entered that date
paced by senior hitter Morgan Hui-
zenga, who has averaged just over
four kills per set, senior setter Abby
Udlock, whose 55 assists have
ignited the team’s attack and soph-
omore defensive specialist Addison
Keller, who has recorded 86 digs
and leads the team in service aces.

La Conner was looking to avenge
an abbreviated three-set defeat to
Coupeville at the South Whidbey
Invitational Tournament, where

they lost 2-1 (23-25, 25-15, 12-18)
in a meeting not counted in league
standings. Coupeville was led at
the tourney by Grey Peabody and
Mia Farris, who registered 24 and
22 kills, respectively and Madison
McMillian, who logged 46 digs.

The Lady Braves resume action
tonight (Wednesday) when they
visit 2A Sedro-Woolley fora 7 p.m.
match.

La Conner returns to NW2B/1B
play at home tomorrow at 6:30 p.m.
opposite Friday Harbor and Oct. 3
against Orcas Island.

Farris, who registered 24 and
22 kills, respectively and Madison
McMillian, who logged 46 digs.

Girls’ soccer falls 3-0 at Auburn Adventist

By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner High School
girls’ soccer team could not find
the net at Auburn Adventist Thurs-
day afternoon.On that score, the
Lady Braves are in good company.

Auburn Adventist has won four
matches this fall by shutout. That
is why they sit atop SeaTac 2B
League standings,

The Lady Falcons added NW-
2B/1B member La Conner to the
list, recording a 3-0 non-league tri-
umph, despite several outstanding

individual performances cited by
first-year coach Maddie Huscher.

Huscher praised striker [zzy
Villard, right wing Kailey Carlson,
right back Aisley Zimmerman
and Anahi Pena for their play
against Auburn Adventist, which is
unbeaten in its SeaTac 2B matches
and 4-1 overall.

“Izzy and Kailey had a great 1-2
passing play to move the ball up
the other team’s half of the field,”
Huscher told the Weekly News
afterward. “Anahi was aggressive
and quick to the ball. Aisley won

the ball back from the opposing
team and did a fantastic job of
guiding them to the outside of

the field when they had the ball,
instead of allowing them to dribble
or pass to the middle.”

La Conner (1-3-1) was sched-
uled to entertain NW2B/1B foe
Mount Vernon Christian Tuesday
afternoon before returning to its
non-league slate with home games
tomorrow (Thursday) with Sultan
and Saturday against Forks.

School board reviews service graduation requirement

By Bill Reynolds

The drive to reinstate student
public service hours as a La
Conner High School graduation
requirement intersected Monday
with a concrete example of the lev-
el of community support enjoyed
by the school district.

School Board members at their
75-minute Sept. 25 hybrid meeting
expressed appreciation for a
donation of 11 ukuleles by the La
Conner Arts Commission to the
elementary music program.

Board President Susie Deyo cit-
ed the commitment demonstrated
by the group as a prime reason of
the great value for everyone when
students engage in the community
to mutually strengthen bonds.

School board student represen-
tative Josi Straathof has polled 12
seniors, initially for their views.

“Some of them understand that

community service is something
that college scholarships require,”
Straathof said.

She said they acknowledge the
benefits of public service, though
many note they already have out-
side commitments and would like
assurances that required communi-
ty engagement would be relevant
to their future goals.

“We need to start somewhere,”
stressed Deyo, a 1978 graduate
and University of Washington
alum. “We need to get back to en-
couraging 10 hours of community
service. We need to meet with the
kids and explain that we think it’s
a good thing for La Conner learn-
ers to recognize the importance of
community service.”

Dialogue also continues on
the five-year, $2.5 million grant
enabling expansion of La Conner’s
after-school program, which Deyo
and finance chief David Cram said

JL's Contracting Solutions

Home renaovations - remodels - flooring - drywall - decks

door/window replacement - siding - interior/exterior painting

big and small jobs

Josh Lockrem
Licensed*Bonded*Insured

J60-840-3a238

Joshlockrem@gmail.com

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY ¢ BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
HAND-DIPPED FISH & CHIPS ON THURSDAYS

FRIDAY - SUNDAY: We have delicious burgers
featuring Mesman’s organic beef

19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon

Hours: Tues.-Sun.: 9 to 8 * Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9 * Mon.:

11t05

Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill

INIlIl[lIi AIR CONDITIONING

EST. 1972 - Family Operated

DECK SEATING Kitchen OPEN Sun. thru Thurs., until

9 PM / Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM
VOTED SKAGIT’S BEST
Fish and Chips

EATERY, Inc.

360-466-9932 * 702 S. First St. * Waterfront Dining

Fall is for
Planting Sale

The best time of the year for planting!

Fruit Flowering, Shade tregs
Rhododendrons, Azaleas, & Roses

25% OFF

September 15-28th

will be renamed the “Braves Hub.”
The funding allows the former
Braves Club to add transportation,
nutrition and family engagement
activities.

Superintendent Will Nelson said
they are in the process of hiring
a Braves Hub program adminis-
trator and site coordinator. Once
they start, a specific plan for the
expanded program will be devel-
oped, Nelson said.

Cram, Deyo and board member
John Agen briefly addressed an
article in the Washington State
Standard, reprinted in the Weekly
News, that identifies La Conner,
Marysville and Mount Baker as
school districts starting the year
without balanced budgets, trigger-
ing state oversight of each district’s
finances.

Cram said a two-year “bind-
ing conditions” agreement had
been entered into with the state in
August.The state scrutiny is based
on the district’s reliance upon a
budget extension in the wake of an
anticipated — and since realized —
negative fund balance at the outset
of the 2023-2024 school year.

Cram said the district’s recent
self-imposed spending cuts will
deliver a positive fund balance
by year’s end, though not equal
to 10% of the annual budget, a

(continued on page 7)

IT'S PUMPKIN

OPEN DAILY10-6

Hours:
9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon * 360-466-3821 r

CHRISTIANSONS

Nursery & Greenhouse

“People’s
Choice”
Award wmnmg
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Natalie Niblack lives life as an artist,
citizen scientist and worried human

By Meg Holgate

A few miles away from a heav-
ily trafficked exit off I-5, a 122
year-old bunkhouse once used
by dike workers sits clinging to
the edge of the north fork of the
Skagit River. It seems to defy
our present-day world. This
is the home and workspace of
painter and ceramic artist Natalie
Niblack.

It was a hot late August
afternoon when I went to visit.
Niblack’s faithful dog, Lillybelle,
ushered me through a screened
door to her studio. A fan sent a
cool breeze throughout the cabin,
blending fragrances from her
garden with the sweet aroma of
fresh oil paint.

Her studio is in urgent cli-
mate-change emergency mode
and Niblack is grieving. Her
walls and shelves are lined with
paintings, drawings and ceram-
ics, clearly illustrating the all too
apparent consequences of our hu-
man negligence. Several painted
canvases depict horrifying scenes
of exploding trains, pipelines
and ruined watersheds. They are
born from the egregious harm the
fossil fuel industry is having on
the biosphere. A realization that
only a mile away train tracks car-
rying toxic materials to and from
the local refinery puts her home
squarely in the blast zone.

Across the room another
series of paintings references an
unsettling neglect for our coastal
margins. These works reflect a
world of plastic debris, floating
and submerged, carelessly set-
tling into the natural habitats of
our marine life.

While not painting and
sculpting, Niblack is a citizen
scientist. She and fellow artist
and frequent collaborator Ann
Chadwick Reid are stewards at
the Padilla Bay Reserve, gather-
ing information for local surveys
on marine debris, heron foraging

Artist Natalie Niblack with dog
Lillybelle
— Photo courtesty of Natalie Nilblack

and beached birds. Volunteering
for local environmental research
groups has directed Niblack’s
artistic focus to the plight of our
bird populations. “If we were to
incur an additional three degrees
of global warming, 80 species
of birds from the Skagit Valley
would not return.” says Niblack.
With migratory routes severe-

ly impacted by regional fires,
pollution and global warming, an
estimated one-third of bird pop-
ulations are not returning from
their migrations.

She has recently concluded a
body of work to be exhibited at
the Museum of Northwest Art
as a part of an upcoming climate
change show. Her installation
“66 Birds/3 Degrees” exam-
ines the plight of 66 Western
Washington birds that are at
risk if global warming is not
mitigated. Amongst others, the
Vaux’s Swift, Rufous Humming-
bird, Goshawk, Spotted Owl
and Northern Pygmy-Owl stare
back at you from her walls. She
carefully sources her informa-
tion from the National Audubon
Society,

“I want to have direct eye
contact between you and the
bird. When you have that kind

of contact with another creature,
you have to take some respon-
sibility or relationship with that
creature. | think about the impact
our collective actions are having
on all these creatures and maybe
on the lives of all other crea-
tures.” Niblack begins to tear up
at this thought and Lillybelle,
sensing her sadness, jumps up on
all fours to give her a doggy hug.

We move on to another part
of her studio. Here she makes
her ceramic work. Lifting the
dust cover, she reveals carefully
modeled heads of Donald Trump,
Kim Jung Un, Rudolph Gulliani
and Mitch McConnell, amongst
others. These heads are realistic,
oversized versions of outrageous
ugliness. Clearly she doesn’t feel
optimistic about our political
system either. Niblack makes no
apologies for the uncomfortable
nature of her work. Much like
her paintings, these ceramic
heads are confrontational and
intensely relevant. Indeed, this is
the point.

It is early evening now. As
I leave Niblack’s studio and
home, I hear the sound of plates
and cutlery being laid out by
her partner Mick as he prepares
dinner in the kitchen. She gives
me some yellow wax beans from
the garden. I take a final glance
at this bucolic stretch of Skagit
Valley farmland — less than 13
miles from the local solid waste
transfer station.

Natalie’s installation can be
seen at the Museum of North-
west Art’s upcoming exhibition:
“Surge: Mapping Transition,
Displacement and Agency in
Times of Climate Change,” Oct.
14-Jan. 21, 2024.

Holgate is an artist. Her last
show, with glass sculptor Steve
Klein, “A Precarious Edge,”
exhibited at the Museum of
Northwest Art early in 2022.

County tire
collection Oct. 5-6

Skagit County will host a free
tire-round up for county residents
Thursday-Friday Oct. 5-6 at the
Skagit County Fairgrounds. Res-
idents must register online. There
is a limit of twelve road tires per
household, including car, truck,
motorcycle and semi-trucks.
Tractor tires will not be accepted.
Drop-off is at the north entrance
of the fairgrounds, 1410 Virginia
Street, Mount Vernon 98273.

In the 2022 collection, over
40 tons of used road tires were
dropped off in one day. County
staff hope to collect at least that
quantity again.

Proper tire disposal has many
benefits. Tires are a significant
source of solid waste and they
can be expensive to dispose of
and clean up properly, since they
are laden with toxic chemicals
that can leach into ground and
surface water as they sit out in
the landscape, harming fish,
wildlife and the environment.

Information at the Skagit
County Solid Waste Division:
360-416-1570.

Register at: skagitcounty.net/
Forms/TireRoundUp

Source: Skagit County
government
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SHIRT DAY

H5h SCHOOL FOOTBALL FIELP @ 1PH
OPEN TO ALL COMMUNITY MEMBERS!
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JOIN US AS WE COME TOGETHER IN THE SPIRIT OF
RECONCILIATION TO HONOR THOSE WHO SURVIVED
THE RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL SYSTEM AND THOSE WHO

Skagit Candidate Forums for 2023 General Election
Available live/in-person, live-stream, and post-event recorded
viewing (Registration information for Zoom access and recordings
of all forums available at https://www.skagitlwv.org/)

Sedro-Woolley Mayor and Contested City Council Races
When: Monday October 2 - 6:15 PM to 8:30 PM
Where: Skagit PUD, 1415 Freeway Dr, Mt Vernon

Contested School Board Races for:

School Districts: La Conner, Mount Vernon, and Sedro-Woolley
When: Monday October 16 - 6:15 PM to 8:30 PM
Where: Skagit PUD, 1415 Freeway Dr, Mt Vernon

Burlington Mayor, Contested City Council and Burlington

School District Director Races

When: Wednesday October || — 6:15 PM to 8:30 PM
Where: Burlington City Hall, 833 S Spruce St.
In partnership with Burlington Chamber of Commerce

Anacortes Contested City Council, Contested Port District
Commissioner and School District Director Races

When: Tuesday October 10 — 5:00 PM to 8:00PM

Where: Anacortes City Hall, 904 6th St.

In partnership with Anacortes Chamber of Commerce

MountVernon Contested City Council and School District

Director Races

Mount Vernon Chamber invites people to their September 27 forum/luncheon.
Register on their website: https://lwww.mountvernonchamber.com
When: Wednesday September 27 — | 1:30 AM — [:00 PM ($25 fee to attend)

Sponsored by:
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THEY CUT HAIR JUST LIKE THEY USED TO —

Here, Ed Marlow is cutting fellow historian Roger Fox’s hair in his home

shop in 1990.

— Photo courtesy of Fox Family Collection

Cutting hair and keeping history:
Barbers as local story keepers

By Adam Sowards

Sometimes, at the center of a
community’s history is a barber’s
chair, swiveling this way and that
and gathering up stories.

Barbers are “always a repository
of the past, because so much day-
to-day life is part of the barbershop
experience,” said Mari Densmore,
archivist at the Skagit County
Historical Museum.

Fortunately, two Skagit County
barbers collected thousands of
photographs that capture decades
of Skagit history. The new exhibit
at the Skagit County Historical
Museum is “Barber Historians:
‘Just a Little Off the Top’” opens
with an Oct. 5 reception.

The exhibit has a dual focus.
The first is the history of barbering.
The second is the history barbers
have preserved for Skagit County.
Ed Marlow and Roger Fox, barber
historians, are highlighted.

Barbers have existed for
thousands of years. Their tasks used
to include amputations, bloodletting
and tooth-pulling, in addition to a
simple trim. That grimmer history,
luckily, is not part of the museum’s
exhibit. Instead, community is
emphasized.

In Skagit County’s early years,
loggers and farmers came to
town for a bath and a haircut.
Barbershops were gathering places
for news and sharing stories,
especially for men.

In decades past, according to Jo
Wolfe, director of the Museum,
women enjoyed several common
social outlets, such as Ladies’ Aid
Societies or the Parent Teacher
Association. “But for men, it
became the barbershop,” said
Wolfe.

Many decades ago, Bert Kellogg,
a barber and photographer, shared

thousands of negatives with
Marlow and Fox, helping to get
them started in preserving and
displaying photos of the area’s
history. They put photos on

the walls and shared albums of
pictures. Soon, people offered their
own. It kept growing.

The public examined the images
and identified family members or
events they knew. In this way, the
community built the collection
cooperatively. “They had a vested
interest in it,” said Densmore.

One result of gathering
photographs this way is they
represent more scenes from
daily life than a professional
photographer would produce. “We
would be far poorer in terms of
the history that has come” to the
museum, said Densmore.

These barber historians preserved
parts of the past that otherwise
would have been lost. The
photographs displayed represent a
tiny fraction of the entire collection
being loaned to the museum for the
exhibit. It covers cover the 1880s
through the 1960s, primarily.

Besides the photos, all sorts of
tools of the trade and a barbershop
chair are on view.

The Fox family started barbering
in Skagit County in 1908 and
continued for 96 years. The bulk of
the exhibit focuses on generations
past. But the museum staff is
including some displays from
barbers practicing today. After
all, they continue to be part of
many rites of passage for every
generation.

The entire team at the museum
is busy putting together the exhibit
so that it is ready for the opening
reception. 5-7 p.m. Oct. 5. The
event is free, and refreshments will
be provided. Marlow is expected to
attend.
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Humane Society
of Skagit Valley

Spay and Neuter Saves lives!
Please Spay, Neuter, Adopt, Volunteer, Donate!

6$euter Sab
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FSKAGIT VALLEY
360-757-0445

skagithumane.org
info@skagithumane.org

360-757-0445 infokagithumane.org
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington, WA 98233
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12/30/2010 ~ B9/18/2023
Edgar was a long time resident of La Conner since the young age of 3 months. He was the
Director of Customer Service at Mary Davis Vintage Lighting until his retirement in 2020,
He was then able to devote full time attention to the joys of his life which included food, kids,
treat balls, long walks and more food. We will miss you buddy. Rest in peace BIG Fella!
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Measure to dissolve Dayton’s library will not be on fall ballot

By Courtney Flatt
NWNews, NWPB

A measure to dissolve a
small library in southeastern
Washington will not be on the
November ballot. The decision
comes after a hearing Sept. 20
in Columbia County’s Superior
Court.

After more than a year fraught
with book challenges and the
specter of the loss of Columbia
County’s only library, Superior
Court Commissioner Julie Karl
ruled in favor of not allowing a
measure to dissolve the library to
make it onto the ballot.

“This court is cognizant of
the impact of this decision on all
concerned and its reach beyond
the borders of this city, county
or even this state,” Karl said to a
packed courthouse.

In her recollection, the
courthouse had never been so
packed, said Elise Severe, chair
of the local political action
committee Neighbors United for
Progress and defendant in the
lawsuit.

“To have so many people there,
holding their breath, just waiting
for their answer at the end. It’s a
day I’ll never forget,” Severe said
in an interview.

The morning after the hearing,
Severe said her daughter came out
from her bedroom.

“We said our good mornings,
and she said, “Mom, did you keep
the library open?’” And I said,
“Yup, we sure did,”” Severe said.

The fight might not be over
yet. In a public post to Facebook,
Jessica Ruffcorn, who has helped
head up the library district’s
dissolution, said the community
has been activated and friendships
have been forged.

“We didn’t work this hard
for change to let it end here like
this. We will continue to fight
to protect the children of this
community. We will continue
to fight for our taxing district
to remain accountable to this
community,” Ruffcorn wrote.

Earlier this month, the judge
had temporarily banned the
measure from the ballot for two

weeks.

If the measure to dissolve
the rural library district had
been placed on the ballot and
succeeded, librarians said it
would have been the first time in
the nation that a public library had
been dissolved following book
challenges.

Those challenges started more
than a year ago, with some people
claiming books in the children’s
and young adult sections of
the library were “graphic” or
“obscene.” When those books
weren’t banned, they petitioned
to dissolve the Columbia County
Rural Library District.

Since then, the library has
moved the young adult nonfiction
section into the adult fiction
section. Librarians also now
allow parents to add permissions
to their children’s library cards.
They moved the “parenting
section” to a larger bookcase that

includes the “first conversations”
section, which includes books
on puberty, consent, bodies and
sex education. They also placed
dividers around the young adult
section.

If the district had been
dissolved, all of the material
would have gone back to the state,
and the historic library building
would have been returned to the
City of Dayton. The library had
been run by the city for decades,
but library supporters said it was
falling into disrepair in the 1990s.
So, in 2005, supporters helped put
the founding of the rural library
district to a vote. At the time, 59%
of rural county voters approved
the district.

The City of Dayton voted to
annex into the district in 2009.

Now, Proposition 2 would
have only allowed people who
live in unincorporated parts of
the county to decide the library’s

fate. Importantly, Karl said after
reading all the court documents
“multiple times,” it didn’t make
sense for people who live in the
county to vote on something that
affects so much of the city.

“We did away with taxation
without representation a long time
ago,” she said.

As of last month, the county
auditor’s office reported
1,076 active voters in the
unincorporated parts of the
county, with 1,707 active voters in
Dayton, where the library stands.
The town of Starbuck, with 98
voters, would not get to vote on
the matter because it has not been
annexed into the rural library
district.

Karl said the library provides
critical services to the county
that would disproportionately
affect the poorest members of the
community.

During his testimony, Ric

Find something offensive in your library

By Jean Markert, Library Director

Normally I like to use my column to talk about all the exciting things happening in the library, but
this month I want to write from my heart. The first week of October is Banned Books Week, and lately
there has been a lot of talk about books and what should or should not be in libraries. As a relatively new
library director and former educator, this subject has always interested me. A bookmark | recently saw
had a quote by Jo Godwin that said, “A truly great library contains something in it to offend everyone.”
Throughout history, libraries have been a place for discussion and learning and a place where people are
free to explore new or controversial ideas.

We are fortunate that our community supports these ideals as well; however, not all libraries are so
fortunate. A library in the tiny town of Dayton, Washington has twice been threatened with closure
because a small group of people disagreed with a pride display the library put up last June. If the library
district had been dissolved, the wonderful opportunity offered by libraries to discover and explore new
ideas would be gone as well. Fortunately, in this case, the effort to dissolve the library failed by extremely
slim margins both times signatures were collected.

This truly breaks my heart. A group may not agree with the principles of the books on display, but by

asking for those books to be removed and ultimately, in this case, gathering signatures to close the library,
they are robbing themselves of the chance to better understand the issues contained in the books. What if,
instead of banning books or threatening to close libraries because they contain materials that are offensive,

we use these materials as teaching moments. If we don’t agree with an idea, engage with the offensive
material, study the issue, engage in conversations with people from the other side to better understand
their point of view or use books as teaching moments to help us learn from our past and to create a better

future.

This is what makes libraries such great resources. They give us the opportunity to engage and learn even
if we don’t agree with all the materials contained within them. | am very thankful to live in a community
where the library is valued and instead of looking for ways to censor our materials, people are open to
learning and value the idea that all people should be reflected in our library.

The goal of the La Conner Swinomish Library is to be a place where all people are welcome and can
find something that is either a reflection of who they are or a place to discover a new or challenging idea,
and it is my hope that if you find something in our library that does offend you, use it as an opportunity
engage with that material to expand and grow.

For more information, visit swinomi.sh/SwinSportsbook

GAMING | DINING | EVENTS | GOLF | LODGE

1.888.288.8883 | SWINOMISHCASINOANDLODGE.COM

Must be 18 to gamble. Management reserves all rights.

Jacobs, the attorney for the
defendants Neighbors United for
Progress, Elise Severe and Gerald
Kaiser, said allowing Proposition
2 on the ballot would have been a
“stain on the county’s reputation.”

“In taking the [Neighbors
United for Progress’s] pleadings
at face value, and ruling against
the ballot measure, | believe that
[Karl] took the only voice of
unincorporated voters away and
displaced them for other voters
and non-voters,” Ruffcorn wrote.

In his testimony, Columbia
County prosecuting attorney Dale
Slack said it would have been
improper for the county or the
auditor’s office to make a decision
about the constitutionality of
Proposition 2.

The defendants had argued that
the state rule was inconsistent —
allowing the City of Dayton to
annex the library but not allowing
those residents to vote on a
potential dissolution.

“l can wonder and | can guess
all day until I’m blue in the face
whether this is a good statute or
not,” Slack said at the hearing.
“But at the end of the day, nobody
cares what | think, and nobody
should because it’s not my
constitutional duty to tell anybody
whether a statute is constitutional
or not. That is solely the duty of
this court.”

Court documents also claim
signatures for the petition to
get the measure on the ballot
were collected fraudulently. The
documents say multiple witnesses
said they were told false
statements to sign the petition —
and insulted if they did not sign.

At the hearing, Karl said people
“willfully and deliberately engaged
in fraud.” Karl said the first time
the signatures came in, more than
two-thirds were invalid.

“There should be an
investigation into the potential
criminal acts engaged in to collect
these signatures needed for the
petition,” Karl said.

General Election ballots were
set to go out to military and
overseas voters Sept. 23.

First published Sept 22, 2023.
Copyright 2023 Northwest News
Network and NWPB. Reprinted
with permission. More: nwpb.org.

winoma1®
CASINO & LODGE
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Fire District

= » = (from page 1)

the bonds linking Swinomish and
the fire district, then performed

a blessing song ahead of the
ribbon cutting.

“The relationship between
Swinomish and Fire District 13
is an important one,” Wilbur
stressed.

“We’re so appreciative of Fire
District 13 and all they do for the

community,” Quintasket added.
“We couldn’t be more grate-
ful for the awesome team they
have.”

Father Mel Strazicich offered
a prayer amid the rain, then
quipped that he wouldn’t be
sprinkling water as part of the
dedication.

Kibbee was moved by the pro-
ceedings. Afterward he praised
the fire district as “an amazing
organization” and lauded the de-

votion of its personnel, express-
ing appreciation for having been
able to work with Weiss, retired
chief Roy Horn, Shellhamer,
Wilbur, former commissioner
Arne Fohn and the panel’s late
chair Chuck Hedlund, among
others.

Kibbee conceded he had
little background in or knowl-
edge of the fire service when,
having previously served on
the Shelter Bay board of direc-

tors, he stepped up to join the
three-member fire commission.
He immediately began doing
his research and proved a quick
study.

Not only did Kibbee help
steward the fire district through
a period of growth but became
a mainstay at Washington Fire
Commissioners Association
conventions.

His admiration is endless for
those who run toward rather than

away from danger.

“They’re dedicated to the
health and safety of the commu-
nity,” Kibbee said of the dis-
trict’s firefighters and emergency
medical staff. “They’re great
people.”

Judging by what transpired
Saturday, the feeling is mutual.

School Board

= » = (from page 4)

long-established board policy.

“We made some adjustments
to the budget,” said Cram.
“We’re going in the right direc-
tion. | like where we are.”

“This is not a regular occur-
rence for our district,” Agen said.
“We’ve made cuts as severely

as we can and are endeavoring
to be in as positive a position as
possible.

He added that the budget
shortfall is just one-third that of
Mount Baker’s and one-thirtieth
that of Marysville.

“Qurs is pretty minimal com-
pared to the others mentioned in
the article,” Agen said.

Cram shared a positive num-
ber, in the early K-12 student

enrollment of 497 full-time
students. That determines how
much funding support the district
receives from Olympia. He had
estimated a drop from 510 to 490
students.

On the academic side, district
teaching and learning direc-
tor Beth Clothier praised staff
members serving on the district’s
Mastery-Based Learning Teach-
ers Pilot Program.

“We’re super excited that
we’re making progress with mas-
tery-based learning,” said Cloth-
ier, who also alluded to improved
student test results attributed to
new math curricula adopted by
the district last year.

“The great thing about mas-
tery-based learning,” Nelson
said, “is it takes the focus away
from grading and puts it on mas-
tering content.”

Additional strides appear like-
ly in math.

“It was a big lift for our
teachers last year,” Clothier
said, pointing out that having
greater familiarity with the math
program means teachers will
have a better idea now of how to
implement its main and supple-
mentary features.

Football

= = = (from page 4)

for La Conner (0-3) as Damien
and Tommy Murdock recorded
multiple tackles for losses during
what was a typically physical
league battle between two long-
time rivals.

“I think the thing that I’m most
proud of,” Braves head coach
Charlie Edwards told this team
afterward, “is that their coach told
me he was impressed by how hard
you guys hit. He said you hit like
trucks.”

Indeed, La Conner kept on

truckin’ despite repeated time-con-
suming drives by the hosts.

Coupeville set the tone by
marching 65 yards on nine plays
on its first series, capped by a 10-
yard Robinett TD jaunt.

La Conner gambled on its
ensuing possession. The Braves
went for it on fourth-and-three
from their 24 but C.J. Edwards —
who had gained seven yards on
the previous play — came up short.

The ball turned over to the Wolves,

who went up 14-0 seven snaps lat-
er via a two-yard plunge by signal
caller Logan Downes.

La Conner answered with the

first — and most impactful — of a
handful of big plays made possible
by the scrambling ability and
arm of Damien. After stopping
Coupeville on a fourth-and-one at
the Braves 21, the senior field gen-
eral threw a perfect long spiral to
Burks, who was open deep in the
Wolves’ secondary. Burks reeled in
the toss and dashed untouched into
the end zone, trimming the lead
to 14-6 with less than a minute
remaining in the first quarter.
Damien and Burks followed up
in the fourth quarter on a 60-yard
pass play to the Coupeville 15, but
the Braves’ stalled there.

“We did a lot of good things,”
said Edwards, “and one of them
was being able to move the ball.”

Unfortunately for La Conner,
that yardage too often didn’t trans-
late into points.

Coupeville, by contrast, was
able to close out drives.

AWblves’ methodical 10-
play, 70-yard touchdown march
spanned the first and second
quarters and gave the home team a
21-6 edge.

The Wolves extended their lead
to 28-6 two minutes later courte-
sy of a 57-yard Jack Porter pass
interception return.

The victors tacked on three
insurance scores after the break.

La Conner tried gamely to shift
the tide as Damien delivered a
17-yard second half completion to
Austin McClure.

But after a four-yard Kenai
Zimmerman pickup and short
receptions by Burks and Edwards
a promising Braves series died at
the Coupeville 16.

La Conner will look to break
into the win column Friday with
a non-league matchup at Belling-
ham.

Save Time, Save Money
Save the Enviroment
with digital invoicing
Send your email address to

info@laconnernews.com
and your next invoice will
be delivered to your inbox.

Instagram

@Iaconnerweeklynews

ERESH, LIVE
LOCALLY
GROWN OYSTERS

Available DAILY from the
Chevron Market at the
Casino:12939 Casino Dr.,
Anacortes

FRIDAY 3-6
from our Retail Store:
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner
ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP
www.swinomishshellfishcompany.com
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Love the smell and taste of
Fresh Roasted Coffee?

Pick up in the shop at :

602 Morris St,, La
Conner, WA

or order online with

Free Delivery in Skagit
County

Subscription program
and discounts and free

shipping available...

Check us out!

WWW.BCAVERTALESCOFFee.com
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REPRESENTING OUR
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Good luck, Ducks!
106 S 1st St.

La Conner

We like Bigfoot, and we cannot lie.

Stop by and check out our Sasquatch selection — greeting cards, playing cards,
Bigfoot action figures, plush Bigfoots (including a baby Bigfoot), and more!

Salmon
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with Bowman Bay.

The Upper Skagit Indian Tribe
has $180,000 to improve habitat
in Clark Creek and the nearby
Cascade River by determining
the preferred alternative for a
suite of projects.

Seattle City Light has $62,120
to partner with Skagit Land Trust
to buy eighteen acres of Skagit

River waterfront and floodplain
habitat near South Lyman Ferry
Road and Cape Horn Road to
conserve high-quality habitat in
the Skagit River system.

Whatcom County organiza-
tions were awarded $13,686,204
for five projects, with almost $10
million to the Nooksack Indian
Tribe for restoring the South
Fork Nooksack River at Fish
Camp reach.

ONLINE GO TO:

www.laconnerweeklynews.com
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Open Daily to Everyone! -

fresh + Healthy

LUNCH ON-THE-GO!

Downtown Mount Vernon - skagitfoodcoop.com

See our Bigfoot art by Henry, Richard Shorty and Mark Preston.

Original Sasquatch art and coffee cups by Greg of Raven’s Cup - not available anywhere else!

Visit us at the Skagit Valley Bigfootfest, Skagit County Fairgrounds, Sept. 29 -30.

See our Sasquatch Corner, for all your Sasquatch needs.

Hours: Monday-Friday 8 am - 3:30 pm
12154 Chilberg Road,
La Conner, WA 98257

Phone: 360-466-4314

Purchase punch cards at Town Hall for
buying compost at the plant.
No cash or punch card sales at the plant.

Classified

are just
$12 for 30 words
or less

LA CONNER COMMUNITY
SCHOLARSHIP
FOUNDATION

FUND DRIVE
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Please mail
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LCCSF
P.0. Box 1277
La Conner. 98257
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AGENDA LEGAL NOTICES

MEETING NOTICE
TOWN OF LA CONNER PLANNING COMMISSION
Tuesday, October 3, 2023 6:00 p.m.

Location
Lower Maple Center

104 Commercial Street, La Conner, WA

And by Zoom

Information below and on the Town website

Agenda
CONVENE

PUBLIC COMMENT (Topics not otherwise on the Agenda) —

Time Limit 3 Minutes
MINUTES

Approve minutes from the September 19, 2023 meeting

OLD BUSINESS

Status Report: Talmon Development
Status Report: Public Participation Program
Status Report: Transportation Element

NEW BUSINESS

Discussion of Chapter 1,2 and 9 of the Comprehensive Plan
Library Request for a Plan Amendment
Comprehensive Plan Amendment Calendar

CLOSING COMMENTS

Topic: Planning Commission Meeting
https://phaudowud-online.zoom.us/j/87588605640?pwd=aX-
FzZNkswNGxpMENNTmMRCMFNRbGIKQTO09

Meeting ID: 875 8860 5640
Passcode: 993636
One tap mobile

+12532050468,,87588605640%,,,,*993636# US

Energy = = (from page 2)

program: It doesn’t certify
that something is inher-
ently energy-efficient; it
certifies that the thing is
more energy efficient than
similar things for the year
in which it was built.

Energy Star appliances
must be at least 10-15%
more energy-efficient
than similar models. The
Energy Star label is only
placed on the appliances
that will offer the highest
energy savings over their
lifetimes, based on a com-
parison between energy
consumption of the Energy
Star appliances vs. their
direct competitors.

For new buildings,
an Energy Star plaque
reassures tenants that their
energy bills will be lower
because of good build-
ing design. Energy Star
ratings thus make spaces
more valuable to tenants,
so the rating is sought by
building owners. Archi-
tects, engineers and utility
energy conservation rebate
programs work together
from the earliest stages
of design to make sure a
given building will get an
Energy Star plaque.

By making it obvious
that a particular device or
rental space is energy-effi-
cient compared to similar
options, Energy Star’s
ratings make it easier for
consumers to comparison
shop for energy efficiency.
As of 2021, the EPA states
that Energy Star, in its 30th
year, had helped Ameri-
cans save over 5.5 trillion
kilowatt-hours of electric-
ity, equivalent to powering

The La Conner Week mivy News:
Your community newspaper

Read it
wherever
you are

Stay informed with
the Weekly News

Keep connected:
Part of your role
as a citizen in our
democracy

Subscribe or give a gift.
Call or go online.

Get the paper
that delivers.

info@laconnernews.com
<Y
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more than 220 million
homes for a year.

In other words: By
making it easier for energy
users to know that they are
making energy-efficient
buying decisions, Energy
Star has reduced average
U.S. electric use and elec-
tric bills by about 3%, for
30 years.

Since Energy Star up-
dates its standards to keep
up with technology, people
continue to know they’re
still getting the most effi-
cient available products.

The Energy Star label
has become a trusted
symbol of efficiency in
the U.S. The program has
proven to be so effec-
tive at providing useful
information to consumers
that Energy Star itself, or
local variations, have also
been adopted in Canada,
Australia, the European
Union, Japan, South Korea
and other countries.

Energy Star’s efforts go
beyond product certifica-
tion. The program actively
engages in public aware-
ness campaigns and educa-
tional initiatives to inform
consumers and businesses
about the benefits of ener-
gy efficiency.

RCW 11.40.030
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
Estate of: MARIAPILAR
CODINA aka PILAR
CODINA, Deceased.
(Date of death: January 6,
2022)
No. 23-4-00413-29
The Estate Administrator
named below has been ap-
pointed as Administrator of
this Estate. Any person hav-
ing a claim against the Dece-
dent must, before the time the
claim would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim
in the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving
on or mailing to the Estate
Administrator or the Estate
administrator’s attorney at the
address stated below, a copy of
the claim and filing the origi-
nal of the claim with the Court
IN WHICH THE PROBATE
PROCEEDINGS WERE
COMMENCED. The claim
must be presented within the
later of: (1) Thirty (30) days
after the Estate Administrator
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four (4) months after the date
of the first publication of the
notice. If the claim is not pre-
sented within this time frame,
the claim is forever barred,
except as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is effec-
tive as to claims against both
the Decedent’s probate and
non-probate assets.
Date of filing with the Clerk
of the Court:
Date of
publication
Estate Administrator: Doug-
las J. Kiehn c/o Wendy K
Anderson, attorney for Estate
Administrator. Wendy K An-
derson, PS, P.O Box 7853,
Olympia, WA 98507 (206)
420-3516
400 Union Ave SE, Ste. 200-
3425, Olympia, WA 98501
(206) 420-3516
Published in the La Conner
Weekly News on Sept. 20, 27,
Oct. 4, 2023.

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
STATE OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY
OF STEVENS
In the Matter of the Estate
of: ETHEL R. ADAMS
Deceased.

NO. 23-4-00136-33
PROBATE NOTICE TO

first

CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
The Personal Represen-
tative named below has

been appointed as Personal
Representative
of this estate. Any person

Super Crossword
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having a claim against the
decedent must, before the time
the

claim would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the

claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070 by
serving on or mailing to the

Personal Representative or
the Personal Representative’s
attorney at the address stated

below a copy of the claim and
filing the original of the claim
with the Court in which the

probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim must
be presented within the later
of:

(1) thirty days after the Per-
sonal Representative served or
mailed the notice to the

Creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of

first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the

claim is forever barred,

except as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060.

This bar is effective as to
claims against both the dece-
dent’s probate and non-probate

assets.

DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION: September 20, 2023

Deborah “Debi” A. Adams,
Personal Representative, c/o
McGrane & Schuerman

Alison K. McGrane, WSBA
#37417, Attorney at Law

298 South Main #304,
Colville, Washington 99114,
509 684-8484

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News on Sept. 20, 27,
Oct. 4, 2023.

In the superior court of the
State of Washington for the
county of Skagit.
Sentry Select Insurance
Company, a/s/o Consumer
Rental LLC,, Plaintiff,
vs. No. 22-2-00670-29

Logan Shull, Defendant.

The State of Washington to
the said Logan Shull:

You are hereby summoned to
appear within sixty days after
the date of the first publication
of this summons, to wit, with-
in sixty days after the 20th day
of September, 2023, and de-
fend the above entitled action
in the above entitled court,
and answer the complaint of
the plaintiff Sentry Select In-
surance Company, and serve
a copy of your answer upon
the undersigned attorneys for
plaintiff, Lovik & Juhl, PLLC,
at their office below stated;
and in case of your failure so
to do, judgment will be ren-
dered against you according to
the demand of the complaint,
which has been filed with the
clerk of said court. The suit

alleges Breach of Contract
and Unjust Enrichment.

Nicholas W. Juhl

Lovik & Juhl, PLLC

Plaintiff’s Attorneys.

936 N 34th St, Ste 300

Seattle, WA 98103

Published in La Conner
Weekly News Sept. 20, 27,
Oct. 4, 11, 18 and 25 2023.

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
IN RE THE ESTATE OF
ROBERT LEROY HUNT
Deceased
No. 23-4 00471 29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030) (NTCRD)
The person named below has
been appointed as Personal

Representative of this Estate.
Any person having a claim
against the decedent must, be-
fore the time the claim would
be < barred by any otherwise

CLASSIFIEDS

classified ads now in print and online ® same low price

applicable statute of limita-
tions, present the claim in the
manner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the Personal Rep-
resentative or the Personal
Representatives’ attorney at
the address stated below a
copy of the claim and filillg
the original of the claim with
the court in which the pro-
bate proceedings were com-
menced. 1 The claim
must be presented within the
later of: (1) Thirty days after
the Personal Representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW1 11.40.020(l)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.05 I and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and nonprobate assets.
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS - 1 (N-TCRD)
RCW 11.40.030
MICHELLE SUSAN CAVE
4412 Carmel Mountain Dr.
Date of First Publication:
Personal Representative

Print Name: Michelle
Susan Cave

NA

Attorneys  for  Personal

Representative

Print Name and Bar#:

Address for Mailing or
Service:

4412 Carmel Mountain Drive
McKinney, TX 75070

Court of probate proceed-
ings and cause number: Skagit
County Superior Court

No. 23-4 00471 29

PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS - 2 (NTCRD)
RCW 11.40.030

MICHIELLE SUSAN CAVE

4412 Carmel Mountain Dr.

Published in La Conner
Weekly News Sept. ,27", Oct.
4 and Oct. 11 2023

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF WASHINGTON
FOR KING COUNTY
In Re The Estate of:
FRANKLIN M
STROHECKER, JR.,
Deceased.

No. 23-4-06437-0 SEA
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
(NTCRD)

DOUGLAS RICH-
ARD THOMPSON has been
appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative of this Estate. Any
person having a claim against
the decedent must, before the
time the claim would be barred
by any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, present
the claim in the manner as
provided in RCW 11.40.070
by serving on or mailing to
the personal representative or
the personal representative’s
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim
and filing the original of the
claim with the court in which
the probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim must
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after
the personal representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and nonprobate assets.

Date of First Publi-

Submit your ad by Sunday noon for next issue publishing * laconnerweeklynews.com/classifiedads or 360-466-3315

FOR SALE Snee Oosh
Waterfront. AIA award winning
remodel in this beautiful island
waterfront home (no Ferry Req'd).
All one level, 3 bedroom +Den+
office with spacious primary
ensuite with 18’ dressing room
and closet. Eagle greets the
morning at the kitchen garden
window, vertical fir cabinetry,
counters and island concrete
inlaid w/beach stones. Contrasting
blue steel/satin steel surround FP
with fir mantle. Oak and tile floors
with Tibetan carpet in Primary.
Garage storage + shop/storage
space. Metal Roof. Stunning
westerly facing sunsets. 23’
covered porch overlooks Kiket
Bay from Lone Tree Point, Hope
Island to Similk Bay. One acre

lot with 100’ beachfront. Easy
access to Kiket Island /Kukutali
Hiking trails. Fee Simple Land,
individual Well and Generator.
Kristine Stultz, 360-708-9967,
kristinestultz@gmail.com.

WANTED: LaConner apartment
rental wanted by a mature, able-
bodied veteran with excellent
local references. 360-421-2423

WANTED PART TIME
CAREGIVING JOB: 3-4 hours
per day. Licensed CNA 15 yrs
exp. Errands, light housekeeping,
small pet care, meal prep.
Melanie 206-551-6343

Fall is coming. Best time
to plant your perennials.
LaFountains is located right
behind the Post Ofice. Open 24/7.
Check it out.

Loletia the fortune telling lady
is back in front of post office.
Anyone interested in helping
write fortunes please drop off at
Jo’s Healing Hands (360-708-
2022). Write on small paper, 2x2".
Can be funny but all need to be
positive. Thank you.

APARTMENT FOR RENT: On
First St., channel view, center
of town. Ideal for retirement, 1
bedroom over the Red Door.
$2,500 a month. 206-669-2447 or
360-708-6495

JO’S HEALING HANDS. Time
for a massage. Call Jo's Healing
Hands for an appointment. 360-
708-2022.

RENTAL WANTED: Mature La
Conner business owner seeking
1 or 2 bedroom (one occupant)
house, apartment, or condo in
La Conner vicinity. Need before
October 30. 360-299-2353.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE
with a $325 classified listing or
$1,600 for a display ad. Call this
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for
details.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
CHARITY. Receive maximum
value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions
accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details, 855-635-4229.

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER!
LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-888-360-1582.

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES today with a
GENERAC home standby
generator. $0 money down +
low monthly payment options.
Request a FREE Quote. Call now
before the next power outage:
1-888-674-7053.

cation: September 27, 2023.
/sIMichael Geoghegan
Michael Geoghegan, WSBA

#43238

Attorney  for  Personal
Representative
Address for Mailing or

Service:

NW Strategy & Planning,
PLLC

4700 51st PL SW

Seattle, WA 98116-4332

Court of probate proceedings
and cause number:

King County Superior Court

23-4-06437-0 SEA

Dates of Publication: Sep-
tember 27, October 4, and 11,
2023

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News Sept. 27, Oct. 4
and Oct. 11 2023.

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
STATE OF WASHINGTON
FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
In the Matter of the Estate of
Merle H. Berger, Deceased.
Cause No. 23-4-00484-29
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS (RCW
11.40.030)

The Personal Representative
named below has been ap-
pointed as Personal Represen-
tative of this estate. Any per-
son having a claim against the
decedent must, before the time
the claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the
claim in the manner as provided
in RCW 11.40.070 by serving
on or mailing to the Personal
Representative or the Personal
Representative’s attorney at the
address stated below a copy of
the claim and filing the original
of the claim with the court. The
claim must be presented within
the later of: (1) thirty days af-
ter the personal representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided un-
der RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and non-probate assets.

Date of First Publication:
September 27, 2023

Personal Representative: Te-
resa Lahrmann

Attorney for Personal Repre-
sentative: Aaron M. Rasmus-
sen, WSBA #29496

Address for Mailing or
Service: North Sound Law
Group, PLLC, 300 N. Com-
mercial St., Bellingham, WA
98225; Phone: 360-671-7700

Published in La Conner
Weekly News Sept. 27, Oct. 4
and Oct. 11 2023.

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON COUNTY
OF CLALLAM
JUVENILE COURT No: 23-
7-00035-05
Notice and Summons by
Publication (Dependency)
(SMPB)
Dependency of: JAYCE
CARTER DEMMON DOB:
02/04/2023
To: The alleged FATHER
CHARLES PRESNELL,
and the UNKNOWN FA-
THER name and identity
UNKNOWN and/or anyone
else with a paternal interest in
the child, in conformity with

RCW 13.34.080.

A Dependency Petition was
filed on FEBRUARY O9TH,
2023; A Dependency First Set
Fact Finding hearing will be
held on this matter on: Oct.
25, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. at Clal-
lam County Juvenile Services,
1912 W. 18th Street, Port An-
geles, WA, 98363.

To appear remotely by Phone
(888) 475-4499 toll free, or
Video (Zoom), enter Meeting
ID 978- 5492-0434 and Pass-
code 12345.

You should be present at this
hearing.

The hearing will determine
if your child is dependent as
defined in RCW 13.34.030(6).
This begins a judicial process
which could result in per-
manent loss of your parental
rights. If you do not appear at
the hearing, the court may en-
ter a dependency order in your
absence.

To request a copy of the No-
tice & Summons and Depen-
dency Petition, call DCYF
at 360-912-8440 and contact
your social worker. To view
information about your rights,
including right to a lawyer, go
to www.atg.wa.gov/DPY.aspX.

Dated: SEPTEMBER 21,
2023 NIKKI BOTNEN,
County Clerk

PUBLISH: September 27th
October 4th, October 11"

Published in La Conner
Weekly News Sept. 27, Oct. 4
and Oct. 11 2020
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N AgiimuK’s

Kitchen

By Patricia Agiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor.
Corn on the Cob

Prepared in the
Instant Pot. This is
a recipe shared by
my cousin, Debra
Lloyd. One evening
| was preparing
corn in a big pot
of water, and she
suggested | try this.
Two fit perfectly and
two | snapped in
half in a six quart
pot.

Ingredients

e Corn on the cob, 4
e Water, 1 and % cups

Preperation

Shuck the corn. Place in the Instant Pot. Add
the water. Close the lid and the turn the pin to
close also. Use the pressure button. Set the timer
to one minute. When done, do a quick release,
being careful where the steam is aimed. We
serve ours with corn handlers, butter and salt.

AqgiimuksKitchen@outlook.com

Your Independent Hometown Award-winning Newspaper

A CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

Subscribe to the Weekly News
Advertise in the Weekly News

Stay informed with the
Weekly News

» Read about La Conner
and the expanding local
food economy

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

NOT TO BE MISSED

Skagit Symphony
begins its 2023-24
season with “Second
Chances” on Oct. 21.
The concert features
Sandra Shen on piano
playing “Stars” by Mary
Howe, Rachmaninoff's
second piano concerto
and concludes with
Mussorgsky’s legendary
“Pictures at an Exhibition.”
Info: www.skagitsymphony.
com/second-chances

Free Master Gardener Know
&Grow: Mosses & Lichens

Tue. Oct. 17 1:00-2:30 p.m.

NWREC Sakuma
Auditorium, 16650
Washington 536, Mount
Vernon, WA 98273, USA

LIBRARIES

La Conner Swinomish
Library. 520 Morris St.,
La Conner. 360-466-3352.
www.Iclib.lib.wa.us. Open
11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Saturday.

e Storytime for Children.
11 a.m. every Friday.

* Book Club. Meets at
2 p.m. every fourth
Wednesday. Info:
Richard Wisniewski at
wisniewl0@gmail.com

e Tech Help. 4-6 p.m.
every Monday. One-on-
one technical support in
30-minute blocks.

* Dungeons & Dragons
Club. 3-5 p.m. every Tues-
day. No previous gaming
experience necessary.

Mount Vernon Public Li-

brary. 315 Snoqualmie St.,

Mount Vernon. 360-336-

6209, mountvernonwa.gov.

¢ Virtual Reality. Every
Saturday, 1-3 p.m. Must
be 12 or older.

Anacortes Public Library.
1220 10th St., Anacortes.
360-299-8067, CityofAna-
cortes.org.

Burlington Public Library.

820 E. Washington Ave.,

Burlington. 360-755-0760,

burlingtonwa.gov/library.

¢ Knitting Club. All ages,
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

MUSEUMS

Pacific Northwest Quilt
& Fiber Arts Museum.
703 S. Second St., La
Conner.11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Wednesday through
Sunday. gfamuseum.org,
360-466-4288. See two
new exhibits:

« Bojagi Journey 2023;
curated by Patti King,
through Oct. 8.

« David Owen Hastings:
Paper + Stitch, through
Oct. 29.

Skagit County Historical

Museum. 360-466-3365

or skagitcounty.net/muse-

um. Hours 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

Thursday-Sunday.

¢ Exhibit: “I Do, the History
of Weddings,” through
Sept. 24.

Museum of Northwest
Art. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Tuesday through Saturday,
noon-5 p.m. Sunday and
Monday. monamuseum.
org, 360-466-4446.

» Teen Art Club. A free pro-
gram for youth in grades
6-12, where you can
bring your friends and
your creativity to make
art together and inspire
your art. Pizza, snacks,
and art supplies will be
provided.

MusIC

Ukelele Fun & Song
Circle. Meets 1-2

p.m. Wednesdays,
Burlington Senior Center.
For more info, email
yogaheartspace0O@gmail.
com.

Shelter Bay Chorus.
Meets 4:30-6:30 p.m. every
Thursday, Shelter Bay
Clubhouse. No auditions
required. Questions, call
Joan at 360-941-7507.

La Conner Live Concert
Series. Live music 1-4 p.m.
Sunday in Gilkey Square.

SERVICE &
VOLUNTEER

La Conner Sunrise Food
Bank. Food distribution
from 2:30-5 p.m. every
Monday, 602 S. Third St.,
La Conner. 360-488-3878.
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Swinomish Helping
Hands Food Bank.
Food distribution from

2-5 p.m. every Thursday.
Non-essentials every

first Thursday. 17444

Snee Oosh Road, La
Conner. 360-856-2211.
helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

Skagit Valley Humane
Society. 18841 Kelleher
Road, Burlington. 360-757-
0445. Find volunteer and
donation opportunities on-
line at skagithumane.org.

MEETINGS

La Conner Swinomish
Regional Library. Library
board of trustees meets at
5 p.m. the second Tuesday
of the month in the library,
520 Morris St., La Conner.

Skagit Cemetery Dist. 1.
Regular meetings at 5 p.m.
every second Thursday, at
Lori Buher’s home, 17604
Valentine Road, Mount
Vernon.

Skagit Conservation
District. 2021 E. College
Way No. 203, Mount
Vernon. 360-428-4313.
Zoom info at skagitcd.
org. Board meetings
7:30-9 a.m. every fourth
Wednesday. Next meeting
is Sept. 27.

Rotary Club of La
Conner. laconnerrotary.
org. Meetings 6-7 p.m.
every Monday at Shawn
O’Donnell’s restaurant.
Optional dinner, 5:30 p.m.

Super Crossword

OH NO!

MoNDAY-FRIDAY 8:30-5:30
SATURDAY 9-1

* GRAPHIC DESIGN

PO STAL and ® OFFICE SUPPLIES

i et ~_* PRINTING
BUSINESS CENTER ' SHIPPING
* PO BOXES
TILLINGHASTPOSTAL.COM . NoTaiy B
(360) 466-0474 W

521 MORIs ST, LA CONNER, WA 98257

LA CONNER MARINA
>

Dl

Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park

Port of ©Office: 613 N. 2nd St.,
. -466-311
Skaglt v?w?v.?ortof?k?gigom 8

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

360-336-3496

Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.
1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
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POLICE BLOTTER

SKAGIT COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

Monday, Sept. 18

2:47 p.m. Really fast driver —
Traffic stop for speeding vehicle
with citations issued for speed
and driving while LICENSE
suspended 1st degree. Beaver
Marsh / McLean Rds., Greater La
Conner.

Wednesday, Sept. 20

10:45 a.m. Bad choices — A mo-
torhome tried to drive down First
street and found the lane was
too narrow. The driver tried to
turn around in a parking lot and
hit another parked car. Info was
exchanged between the owners.
S. 1st St., La Conner.

Thursday, Sept. 21

6:08 p.m. Not abandoned — The
restaurant owner called to report
an abandoned vehicle but soon
called back to say the owner had
returned and moved the vehicle.
La Conner Whitney Rd., Greater
La Conner.

8:09 p.m. Dark or not — Report
of multiple motorcycles on the
road with no headlights. A deputy
checked the area but did not lo-
cate anything. Best Rd., Greater
La Conner.

Friday, Sept. 22

10:48 a.m. Stopping a leak — A
deputy was notified by a plumb-
ing company of a fraud situation
involving a customer. The compa-
ny had been called to a repair of
leaking pipes by a male subject
who said the problem was at his

Have you
seen our
new website?

Laconnerweeklynews.com

mom'’s house. When the compa-
ny arrived they found an elderly
female in assisted living. They
contacted the male who said it
was his mom and tried to get the
plumbing company to provide her
personal information. A deputy
contacted the male who immedi-
ately hung up. Unknown where
the caller was from. State St., La
Conner.

Saturday, Sept. 23

8:07 a.m. Break-in 1 — Vehicle
prowl. Washington Ave. / S 1st
St., La Conner.

10:28 a.m. Break-in 2— Vehicle
prowl. N. 2nd St., La Conner.

2:27 p.m. Break-in 3— Vehicle
prowl. N. 2nd St., La Conner.

Three vehicle prowls were report-
ed that occurred either late Friday
night or early Saturday morning.
ltems taken out of the cars were
loose items that were easy to
carry. This includes packages, a
briefcase and loose change. All
vehicles were unlocked which al-
lowed easy entry. Locking doors
is a key to preventing easy theft.
If doors are not locked, the vehi-
cle should be left empty or with
nothing of real value or concern
to the owner.

8:02 p.m. Two for one —
Vehicle stopped for speeding
and also issued a citation for
suspended driver’s license.
Best / Chilberg Rds., Greater La
Conner.

Save Time, Save Money
Save the Enviroment
with digital invoicing

Send your email address to
info@laconnernews.com
and your next invoice will
be delivered to your inbox.

CELEBRATE
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GROWERS &
PRODUCERS
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Soroptimists accepting applications

for Live Your Dream Award

By Bill Reynolds

Soroptimists are optimists —
and with good reason, especial-
ly in La Conner.

Members of the local chapter
daily express appreciation for
the widespread community sup-
port received for their multiple
service projects. Their global
volunteer organization provides
women and girls access to ed-
ucation and training needed for
economic empowerment.

“It’s totally amazing what we
get in donations,” Diane Goetz,
co-president with Margaret
Hillard of La Conner Soropti-
mists, said of the merchandise
stocked at the chapter’s Vintage
La Conner thrift store.

Goetz and Hillard, in a
sit-down interview with the
Weekly News in mid-Septem-
ber, said store sales generate
revenue that the Soroptimists
plow back into the community,
funding programs such as the
impactful Live Your Dream
award that uplifts female heads
of households.

Applications for the Live
Your Dream program are being
accepted through mid-No-
vember. It is designed to help
women overcome serious
life-changing challenges, from
poverty and divorce to death of

a spouse and domestic violence.

Award recipients, Goetz and
Hillard stressed, may use the
Live Your Dream cash award to
offset any costs related to their
efforts to attain higher educa-
tion, including books, childcare
and transportation.

“The great thing about this,”
Goetz said, “is that it’s an
award, not a scholarship. “It
helps with living expenses. It
can be money used to replace
worn tires or a dead battery on
a car needed to get to school,
where computers and technolo-
gy can be accessed. The award
can help recipients get an edu-

cation and launch new careers.”

Hillard echoed Goetz, citing
community support as the
foundation of Soroptimist ser-
vice projects, including annual
scholarships for graduating La
Conner High School seniors
and the prestigious Ruby
Award, which honors women
who make extraordinary efforts
on behalf of others.

“Without this community,”
said Hillard, “we’d be out of
business. We have an amazing
community, amazing customers
and amazing volunteers.”

Hillard and Goetz said the La
Conner Soroptimist roster has
at various times boasted more
than 60 members since the
chapter’s inception more than
25 years ago.

“Nine of our charter mem-
bers are still active today,” said
Hillard, a 1985 La Conner High
graduate who was encouraged
by retired La Conner Schools
administrator Maureen Harlan
to join the chapter.

Harlan remains a vocal
champion of what she terms
“Soroptimism,” a can-do spirit
that makes possible outreach
missions like Live Your Dream.

“We believe in this,” said
Harlan. “We believe in what
we’re doing. We see the re-
sults.”

In the case of Live Your
Dream, it’s a concerted cam-
paign to transform lives and
create opportunities for recipi-
ents to further strengthen their
communities.

Women with dire financial
needs enrolled in post-sec-
ondary courses — whether at
community colleges, vocation-
al-technical schools, or in-per-
son or on-line classrooms — are
encouraged to make application
for the Live Your Dream award.

And to do so without hesita-
tion.

“We want them in early,” said
Goetz, who has been a Soropti-

IL Something special is happening

Set your Calendar Events

1. Frlday Sept 29th ... 5 Course Benefit Dinner
Appetizers, homemade Soup, salad, main course
choiceaf Prime Rib, Seafood or both, and homemade dessert.
Donation for ongoing medical expenses of Frank Scott Jr.
2. Saturday Oct. 7th - Octoberfest, a great tradtion
A popular yearly event featuring (hef Dagmar’s German
Favorites: includes Schnitzel, beer brats, (hampane Sauerkraut
Spactrle, German Potato salad, and Chocolate mousse ...

3. Saturday Nov. 4th ...

Prime Rib Night

A customer favorite is back every first Saturday of
the winter months which always includes our
delicious cheesy garlic mashed potatoes and a veggie.

Waterfront Cafe, 128th 1st St. La Conner, WA 98257

360-466-1579

NELL THORN

WATERFRONT BISTRO & BAR
OPEN 7 DAYS AND 7 NIGHTS

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

2 DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

nellthorn.com

CONVENIENT GRAB &

The
WAYFINDER

MARKET & FINE FOODS

+LA CONNER WA+

GO MEALS

® SANDWICHES

® PANINIS

e SALADS

e SOUPS

e WEEKEND BISCUITS

110 NORTH 15T ST.

ORDER ONLINE: WAYFINDERMARKET.COM

mist for more than 20 years.

Applications can be made on-
line at Soroptimist.org/awards.
Additional assistance can be
obtained by contacting silacon-
ner@gmail.com.,

“The goal of this,” Goetz
said, “is for recipients to come
out with an associate degree
and a bachelor’s would be
great.”

Typically, La Conner area ap-
plicants are students at Skagit
Valley College or Whatcom
College.

But where a student is
enrolled shouldn’t be a limit-
ing factor, Goetz said. She is
hopeful applications will start
pouring in ahead of the Novem-
ber deadline.

“I know women in the La
Conner area who haven’t ap-
plied yet,” she said.

Goetz and Hillard said the
local community’s tireless ral-
lying to the Soroptimist cause
inspires their commitment to
continued service.

“It’s a totally symbiotic
relationship,” Hillard insisted.
“It’s a lot of work, but there are
a lot of rewards and we have a
lot of fun.”

Or, as Goetz puts it: “I just
can’t not be a Soroptimist.”

PIRATE TALK AND PRIVATE
PLAY — Rhonda Hundertmark and
her grandson Maverick were not
waiting for next year’s Internation-
al Talk Like a Pirate Day, Sept. 19.
There was treasure to be found,
planks to be walked and timbers
to shiver last Wednesday, so the
two did.
— Photo courtesy of
Rhonda Hundertmark
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SEAPORT
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Project 562 by
Matika Wilbur
Now in Stock Again!

Open 7 days a week!
10-6
On Gilkey Square
360-399-1800

www.seaportbooks.com
106 S. First St.

La Conner
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