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By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner School 
District should enjoy a smooth 
leadership transition as the 
school board on Monday 
appointed finance chief David 
Cram to succeed Will Nelson 
as superintendent for one year, 
starting July 1.

Nelson, who is complet-
ing his third year leading La 
Conner schools, announced 
in April that he will leave the 
district June 30 for a teaching post at Western 
Washington University in Bellingham.

Rather than conducting a potentially costly ex-
ternal search for Nelson’s successor, the board pro-
moted Cram, a La Conner High School alum now 
in his second tour as the district’s finance director.

Cram has also served as deputy superintendent 
since returning to the district last year to help it 
navigate a dire fiscal cycle resulting from signifi-
cant post-COVID declines in student enrollment.

Enrollment is the main driver of state funding for 
public schools in Washington.

“We’re honored that you’re willing to step up 

Cram set to 
lead schools 
for one year

By Ken Stern

Some 13 people shared their views 
on the Town of La Conner’s half-acre 
Jenson field property with Mayor 
Marna Hanneman Saturday at the La 
Conner Swinomish Library. 

Most had started the discussion 
nine days earlier at a town-organized 
community mingle April 25. This time 
Channel Drive residents Dave Buchan 
and Susan Macek and Pull and Be 
Damned resident Dana Heald came 
and added their perspectives. 

Buchan shared his concern over the 
dramatically declining enrollment in 
the local school district, saying a lack 
of affordable housing prevents families 
with children from living in town. He 
also called for a master plan, devel-
oped in conjunction with the Port of 
Skagit. Buchan addressed one of the 
five issues Hanneman listed from the 
mingle. 

Besides the need for working-class 
housing, that group identified leaving 
the property alone, as open space, a 
community garden, a dog park and a 
food forest.

Heald advocated for open space, 
saying, “space has a value. Leave it 
alone.” She noted her husband, Larry 
Heald, was an artist, as is Maggie 
Wilder, the food forest advocate. 
Heald criticized, as others have, the 
loss of the Maple Avenue ballfield to 
the Landed Gentry housing develop-
ment, repeating, “the ballfield was an 
open space.” 

La Conner must plan for 20-year 
growth of 124 residents under the 
state’s Growth Management Act, 
Buchan pointed out. 

“Five to seven houses will not solve 

the housing problem,” Heald said.
Buchan noted the Port has been 

looking at workforce housing at its 
north end La Conner Marina property 
for years and pressed for a townwide 
assessment.

Hanneman opened the meeting 
saying again, “The Town wants to 
know what the community wants it to 
be” and emphasized, “the Town is not 
in the business of building.” Instead, 
partnerships will be needed for any 
development.

Attendees recognized more housing 
units and the size of the school district 
are linked. Buchan initiated that topic, 
reciting the declining enrollment 
projections of under 450 students next 
year compared to 600-plus students 
two years ago. 

Resident Linda Talman believes 
there are more families and children in 
town than commonly thought. Parents 
tell her they are sending their kids to 
private schools and other districts. 

“What I hear is that some people 
don’t have faith in the schools. Some 
say the kids are feral. All kids are fe-
ral,” she said. Low student test scores 
are also troubling to parents, she said.

Channel Cove resident Al Williams 
shared conversations he has had with 
Swinomish tribal members, reporting 
some parents are transferring their 
children to schools in Tulalip and 
as far as Muckleshoot. Participants 
agreed parents on both sides of the 
channel are concerned with years of 

FAREWELL TO THIS DIAMOND – La Conner High School senior baseball players Logan Burks, Ivory Damien, Kenai 
Zimmerman, Brogan Masonholder and David Holt meet once last time at home plate following their home finale against 
Coupeville on May 2. The Braves seniors helped lead the team to a winning record (9-8) in regular season play this spring. 
See Page 4 for the report on La Conner’s final baseball and softball games of the season.  – Karla Reynolds photo 

GATHERED AROUND THE TABLE, AGAIN – What are the possibilities for the 
now town-owned Jenson property? La Conner Mayor Marna Hanneman, standing, 
heard from people who came to the librrary Saturday morning.   – Photo byKen Stern

By Bill Reynolds

Christmas came early for more than 
40 La Conner Elementary School fifth 
graders.

Rather than waiting to awaken Dec. 
25 to find a new bicycle under the tree, 
students ended their school day May 2 
with a bike of their own.

They earned it – in both name and 
deed.

The bikes were presented as part of 
a three-tiered, school-based Bicycle 
Safety Education program and its 
Earn-a-Bike initiative.

Earn-a-Bike is an equity oppor-
tunity allowing youth to apply their 
new cycling skills in the real world 
by pedaling to school, exploring 
their neighborhoods and experienc-
ing the freedom and mobility inde-
pendence of cycling, said Briana 
Lindquist, communications specialist 
with the Anacortes-based Northwest 
Educational Service District.

Other program components include 
an in-school “Let’s Go” physical 
education unit, the largest statewide 
youth bicycle education curriculum in 
the United States, and an after-school 

youth development project modeled 
after a Cascade Bicycle Club program.

The Seattle non-profit promotes 
safe, equitable and sustainable cycling 
experiences in Washington state. It 
designed the Bicycle Safety Education 
program and partnered with NWESD 
to distribute bikes– plus helmets and 
locks –in La Conner.

As part of the program, students 
learned bicycle maintenance, gear 
shifting and braking. 

The bikes were purchased with 

Studious fifth graders earn new bicycles

Mayor hears views on Jenson field

(continued on page 8)

(continued on page 8)

(continued on page 8)

David Cram

By Ken Stern

Daily rain the last week of April, 24-30, totaled 
1.7 inches at the Washington State University 
weather station on Memorial Highway. One inch 
fell April 28 and 1.25 inches came down April 
28-30. It was 64% of the month’s rainfall of 2.6 
inches.

While that was 3.7% under the century average 
of 2.7 inches, it was almost an inch more than in 
2023 and the first year of over 2 inches of April 
rain since 2019. Still, this is the second month in a 
row of below-average precipitation. March’s two 
inches was an inch below that month’s century 
average.

There was a slug of rain April 6-9 totaling 0.6 
inch but only eight of the 14 rain events were over 
one-tenth inch.

Temperatures were near 25-year norms, with 
the average daily low of 39.8 degrees 1.1 degrees 
below the average. The average daily high of 56.6 
degrees was only 0.1 degrees below the century’s 
average. The 49.3 degrees average daily tempera-

April rains came 
late, fell hard

Rain Report: April
Rain last week, April 28-May 4: 1.3
Rainfall in April: 2.6
Number of rain days: 14
Least rain, one day: 0.01, 2 days
Most rain, one day: 1.0, 28th
Least rain: 0.28, 2004
Most rain: 4.73, 2018
Average rainfall, 2000-2024: 2.6
Rainfall last month, March: 2.0
Totals in inches. Data from WSU Mount Vernon.

SENIOR MOMENT

LET’S RIDE – Matthew Metcalf, Northwest Educational 
Service District bicycle education administrative 
coordinator, helps La Conner fifth-graders get the 
hang of their new bicycles.  — Photo by Bill Reynolds



La Conner Weekly News
An adjudicated Skagit County
Newspaper. Published every
Wednesday in La Conner, WA
Subscriptions
• Skagit County
   Print & Online: $60
• Out of County
   Print & Online: $75
• Online only:     $60
Member of
Washington
Newspaper
Publishers 
Association

Ken Stern, Publisher & Editor
editor@laconnernews.com

Continuing the tradition of weekly
publishing in La Conner since 1878

The Weekly News sits on the original
homelands of the Coastal Salish peoples

La Conner News Publishing Co., LLC
119 N. Third St., La Conner, WA 98257
USPS 363-550
360-466-3315 • Fax: 360-466-1195
www.laconnerweeklynews.com
Postmaster:
Send change of address to:
La Conner Weekly News
PO Box 1465, La Conner, WA 98257Copyright ©2024

Bill Reynolds, News Editor
news@laconnernews.com 

Kurt Batdorf, Copy Editor and Production Manager
production@laconnernews.com 

Rhonda Hundertmark, Design and Layout Editor 
production@laconnernews.com

Eileen Engelstad, Proofreader
Rick Shorten, Special Projects
Contributors: 
Anne Basye, Judy Booth, Don Coyote, Mel Damski, 
Kylee Fortygin, Janna Gage, Bob Hamblin, Madoc Hiller, 
Ollie Iversen, Bobbi Krebs-McMullen, Patricia Paul, 
Adam Sowards, Claire Swedberg, Sarah Walls, 
Aven Wright-Mcintosh

LETTER POLICY
Please write! Letters up to 350 words are welcome as are longer analyses and 
statements. Write a 450 word guest column. Deadline: 5 p.m. Sunday for next 
issue. Include your name, address and phone number for verification. Letters are 
edited for civility clarity and style.Send to: editor@laconnernews.com

PAGE 2 • MAY 8, 2024 LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS

Opinion
From the editor — 

Need 5 to get to 124

– Ken Stern

A citizen’s view

Human dignity key read of signs of the times

A citizen’s view

A new resident appreciates La Conner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Last Saturday some 13 people – mostly La Conner residents, 
along with Channel Drive and Pull and Be Damned neighbors and 
the Home Trust of Skagit executive director – met Mayor Marna 
Hanneman at the La Conner Swinomish Library for her monthly 
community check-in. There were mostly familiar faces around the 
conference room table. These residents have attended Hanneman’s 
earlier library gatherings, as many of them joined in town-organized 
community mingles on short-term rentals, First Street parking and the 
town-acquired Jenson property. That was Saturday’s focus.

No one would call this regular group –these 10 or so who consis-
tently show – the mayor’s kitchen cabinet. That is a 200-year-old 
term referring to trusted advisors tapped informally for guidance. No, 
while this group is not random, it is not appointed or sought out by 
Hanneman. Instead, this group of primarily elders has self-selected to 
maintain an eternal vigilance, responding to the offer of giving input.

And they do. There is a lot of varied and extensive experience as 
well as the interesting lives these people have lived. Dave Buchan 
volunteers with a La Conner school district advisory council. He is 
concerned about the dramatically declining student enrollment here. 
He was at the Port of Skagit’s presentation to the La Conner town 
council and planning commission in May 2022. The Port, the school 
district and the town government are the three essential institutional 
anchors of our little corner of the world.

Buchan’s advice: a master plan is needed to address all the proper-
ties within the boundaries of this municipality, to take the long view 
and to be comprehensive. 

He is right. Leaving housing development to individual property 
owners and developers is piecemeal, but not even an approach. It 
leaves the weight of the hand of the free market tilting the scales to 
maximum individual profit with little to no thought for the common 
good or the communal long term. It is helter-skelter. And it does 
not address the state policy of requiring housing projections based 
on population and income brackets as mandated by the Growth 
Management Act.

Hanneman said planning staff are inventorying properties town-
wide. She said the government is not in the business of building 
homes. And she championed collaboration, noted the complexities 
involved and the patience needed to not rush into decisions.

What she did not say was anything about what the town govern-
ment – the elected council and professional staff – are thinking or 
saying. For while it is great to repeatedly seek citizen views, in our 
town of almost 1,000 residents;30 people is about 3% and 10 people 
is 1%. More voices are needed to be representative or the pulse of 
the community. But if there were 80 or 180 and if they were carry-
ing signs and marching, they still might not capture the views of the 
majority of residents.

But there are five very important voices, critically needed for 
more than their opinion or analysis. These are the members of the La 
Conner town council. Their role is to represent the residents. They 
do not have to rush in or decide or vote. But their willingness to 
deliberate publicly during council meetings and take time with each 
other to discuss their concerns, analyses and approaches to the small 
steps that together will inform the community, will show there is 
elected leadership on a path to a still-future housing plan.

We know the town government, elected officials and staff, are 
committed to the biggest project before them – replacing the aged 
wastewater treatment plant. But that being the most expensive need 
does not make it the most challenging or most unsolvable project. 
Municipalities large and small throughout the country are in the same 
boat with old infrastructure.

Few students because there are not the right-priced places for 
families to reside; old pipes, water and wastewater needs, a town of 
1,000 residents without the budget or staff resources: on our own it 
is one hand-wringing problem after another. Partnering closely with 
neighboring fundamental institutions that are also lacking a critical 
mass on their own is a step – and a decision. 

In La Conner, residents will be helped knowing that their town 
council is deliberating and discussing and advancing these issues well 
ahead of any decisions or votes they will need to take.

By Father Paul Magnano

A leading theme of the 
Catholic Church since the 
Second Vatican Council has 
been “reading the signs of the 
times.” The signs of the times 
are clear: human dignity is 
under grave threat. The Vatican 
has issued an important new 
declaration on human dignity. 
“Dignitas Infinita” is the title 
of this 23-page document. 
In its preface, Pope Francis 
explicitly asked that the 
document “highlight topics 
closely connected to the theme 
of dignity, such as poverty, 
the situation of migrants, 
violence against women, human 
trafficking, war and other 
themes.” Thus the declaration 
goes beyond the focus on single 
issues and throws a spotlight 
on the much broader field of 
violations of human dignity.

In an editorial on Vatican 
Media, Andrew Tornielli, its edi-
torial director, wrote “The new 
text contributes to overcom-
ing the dichotomy that exists 
between those who concentrate 
exclusively on the defense of 
life that is unborn or dying and 

forget the other attacks against 
human dignity, and those, on the 
other hand, who focus only on 
the defense of the poor and mi-
grants and forget that life has to 
be defended from conception to 
natural death.” The introduction 
and first three chapters present 
the genesis and development of 
the concept of human dignity 
through history, from its emer-
gence in classical antiquity to its 
development in the Bible and in 
Christian thought.

The declaration gives con-
siderable space to explaining 
the concept of human dignity, 
starting with the statement that 
“Every human person possesses 
an infinite dignity, inalienably 
grounded in his or her very 
being, which prevails in and 
beyond every circumstance, 
state or situation the person may 
ever encounter.” It says, “human 
reason alone” recognizes this 
principle “which underlies the 
primacy of the human person 
and the protection of human 
rights.” It recalls the biblical 
teaching that “all human beings 
possess inherent dignity because 
they are created in the image 
and likeness of God. It explains 

that “to be created in the image 
of God means that every human 
being is loved and willed by 
God and, thus, has an inviolable 
dignity.”

The declaration’s fourth 
chapter gives attention to 13 
broad areas of violations against 
human dignity, including some 
new ones in the field of bioeth-
ics. It begins by recalling that 
the Second Vatican Council 
emphasized that “all offenses 
against life itself, such as mur-
der, genocide, abortion, euthana-
sia and willful suicide” must be 
recognized as contrary to human 
dignity. It affirmed, too, that “all 
violations of the integrity of the 
human person, such as mutila-
tion, physical and mental tor-
ture,” also infringe upon human 
dignity. Finally, it denounced 
“all offenses against human 
dignity, such as subhuman living 
conditions, deportation, slavery, 
the selling of women and chil-
dren, working conditions where 
individuals are treated as mere 
tools for profit.”

Father Magnano has long 
been a parish priest with Skagit 
Valley Catholic churches.

By Jai Boreen

I have been living here just 
a year now, but my neighbors 
and the community as a whole 
have been so open, friendly 
and inviting that I feel totally at 
home here.

One of the things I truly 
love about our town is its 
“walkability.” The beautiful new 
Swinomish La Conner Library 
is just a few blocks away, with 
a steep hill to get my heart rate 
up on the return trip. And what 
a wonderful place it is to visit. 
Not only do they offer a lifetime 
of fiction and non-fiction books 
to read, but magazines, DVDs, 
events and programs for all ages. 

A new experience for me is 
having a post office box rather 
than a mailbox by the side of 
the road. This gives me another 
place to walk to, or rather be 
drug to as it is Rico’s favorite 
destination. His favorite pal, 
Sarah, always comes out from 
behind the counter to give him 
some pets and spoil him. I have 

always been a fan of USPS, 
the premier department of the 
federal government, a critical 
feature since Ben Franklin’s 
days, necessary to a functioning 
democracy even in these days of 
the internet. 

Along First Street, Studio 
623, Moe’s and many other 
dog-friendly shops have pro-
vided entertainment, inspiration 
and shelter. We thank you all.

Oh and Rico is nudging me 
and making little doggie sounds, 
reminding me to mention 
Sunrise Food Bank, which is 
right across the street from us in 
the old Masonic Lodge. Monday 
is Rico’s favorite day, when he 
posts himself on our front porch 
or at the gate, waiting for food 
bank volunteers to come over 
and give him a pet or a treat. 
He has endeared himself to 
the point that he feels like the 
Sunrise mascot. The Food Bank 
does far more than pet dogs. 
For over 20 years, it has served 
those who were concerned about 
where their next meal would 

come from, 130 or so families 
weekly, delivering to a third 
of them who can’t come to the 
distribution center.

And just a few blocks away 
are three amazing museums. 
Practically in my back yard is 
the Skagit County Historical 
Museum with its fascinating 
displays, exhibits and programs. 
Equally handy is the Pacific 
Northwest Quilt and Fiber Arts 
Museum in the fabulous 1891 
Gaches Mansion, resurrected 
from a devastating 1973 fire. 
Down on First Street, next to 
the post office, is the Museum of 
Northwest Art, with world-class 
exhibits and programs for young 
and old. Don’t let a lack of lucre 
hold you back as admission is 
free or by donation.

So, yes, thank you La Conner 
for taking me in. I look forward 
to a fun-filled 2024 enjoying 
your charms.

Still new resident Jai Boreen 
provides her own biographical 
summary in her guest viewpoint 
here.

More light, less 
heat on court

The U.S. Supreme Court’s 
recent questioning of attorneys on 
both sides in the Trump immunity 
case has provoked outrage, and 
personal insults against some 
justices, by our esteemed editor 
(Weekly News, May 1). 

But the Court made it clear 
months ago that it may not give 
an outright “win” to either side, 
by framing the question before it 
as “whether, and to what extent,” 
a president is immune from crim-
inal prosecution for acts while 
holding office. One appellate 
court said Trump was not immune 
from prosecution for any of the 
acts cited by prosecutors; Trump’s 
attorneys say he is immune for all 
of them. 

Somewhere between those two 
positions is a distinction between 
a president’s official acts in serv-
ing the country, and acts serving 

his private interest. Where to 
draw that line has never been en-
tirely clear, and where it is drawn 
will affect all future presidents of 
any party. No one should want it 
drawn differently depending on 
one’s political loves and hates. So 
the Court may take some time. If 
it wanted to serve Trump, it could 
simply approve his claim of blan-
ket immunity, which the justices 
clearly do not think is tenable. 

Our editor’s disquisitions on 
national politics sometimes seem 
ill-informed, generating more 
heat than light at a time in our 
history when more of the former 
is scarcely needed. I would love 
to see more of the latter. 

Richard Doerflinger 
La Conner

Trust current 
school staff

This moment, Superintendent 
Will Nelson’s resignation is an 

opportunity for the La Conner 
Schools. 

I am in full agreement with 
the assessment by the school 
board, to focus within the district 
instead of initiating a search for a 
replacement.

With school funds low, the 
financial outlay of a search and 
the salary of a superintendent 
are funds better spent focused on 
what already exists and lessening 
the load placed on staff members 
due to the funding shortage.

Experts in their fields; David 
Cram, director of finance and 
operations, and Beth Clothier, 
teaching and learning director, 
are highly qualified to fulfill two 
crucial roles a superintendent is 
responsible for: fiscal and aca-
demic success of the district. 

Other staff members are fully 
capable to step in to new job 
opportunities. 

And, with a five-year curricu-
lum plan underway, is it not best 
for the district to see through 

what it has carefully implemented 
before introducing more change?

Trust and confidence from 
the community will be built by 
this sign of fiscal responsibility. 
Strong support will come with a 
demonstration of faith and con-
fidence in the quality of existing 
staff.

Go Braves, be brave. 
Katie Carson
La Conner

Don’t ignore our 
town artistic roots

I was sorry to read in last 
week’s Weekly News concerning 
the Jenson property (“Residents 
engage,” May 1) that there was 
only minimal interest in housing. 
What worries me is that without 
diversity La Conner wouldn’t be 
the rich connection community 
it is today. People who have re-
ceived a hand up from supporters 
of the arts and the appreciation of 

that diversity. Creative, brilliant 
people that gave La Conner its 
diversity and flavor. 

La Conner is built on the 
history of our heroes: People who 
lived on Pull and Be Damned, 
Fishtown, the marsh. People who 
lived in shacks without power 
or running water. People who 
worked in town, opened book 
stores, sewed dolls, sold flowers, 
wrote poetry, painted.

All around us are people living 
among us that without the helping 
hand of gifted-housing, property 
and financial aid would be heroes 
somewhere else!

Please don’t waste endless 
time in contentious debate! So 
many missed opportunities lead 
to exhausted participants with an 
opening for developers.

Don’t capitulate to an ethos of 
caution. Jump in there, and life in 
La Conner might get interesting 
again. 

Marianne Meyer
Mount Vernon



• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

  360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

  360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen TruckingARNE SVENDSEN TRUCKING

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

  360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking
Rockery Rock • Rip Rap

Dump Trucking
Crush Rock • Grading • Pit Run

360-424-0258
ARNEST1044BW

KERN

FUNERAL
HOME

RECEPTION ROOM
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY

MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS MAY 8, 2024 • PAGE 3

Government

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Tea & Art Gallery 

Delicious coffee, original art, and  iconic Skagit County products!

Energy = More Coffee (squared)
Get your morning started with a caw-fee from 

Raven’s Cup!  Also featuring delicious tea, 
scones, cocoa (including iced cocoa) & biscotti!

106 S. 1st St – Open at 7 am daily

Reclamation
CANDLE COMPANY

Member SIPC

Scott A Price
Financial Advisor
708 E Morris Street
P O Box 795
La Conner, WA 98257
360-466-2933

Should your goals shift when the 
market does?

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894O-A AECSPAD

County EMS levy 
passes, certified

Skagit County voters 
have renewed the county’s 
Emergency Medical Services 
levy, passing it with 70.8% of 
the vote, 20,027 yes to 8,240 

Give an opinion on 
comp plan update

The Skagit County public 
participation program for com-
munity involvement in the 2025 
comprehensive plan has been 
adopted by the county commis-
sioners. 

Its five features include public 
meetings as part of multiple 
engagement channels; transparent 
communication for the update 
process, timelines and opportu-

Comment on 
drainage rates

The Skagit County Commis-
sioners will hold a public hearing 
for comment on proposed fee 
changes in amending an ordi-
nance in Chapter 12.19, Skagit 
County Code and Rates and 
Charges for the Skagit County 
Drainage Utility Assessment, at 
2 p.m. Monday, May 20, in the 
commissioner’s hearing room, 
1800 Continental Place, Mount 
Vernon.

Revisions to Skagit County 
code and the drainage utility 
rates and charges will more 
closely reflect the actual costs for 
services such as drainage con-
cern response, drainage projects, 
stormwater management, pro-
grammatic work related to regu-
latory NPDES stormwater permit 
and others. The rates and charges 
were last revised in 2013. 

Call Skagit County Public 
Works at 360-416-1400, or find 
the Skagit County drainage utili-
ty program webpage.

Submit email written com-
ments to Jenn E. Johnson: 
jennej@co.skagit.wa.us. Mail to 
1800 Continental Place, Mount 
Vernon, WA 98273. Attend and 
comment at the public hear-
ing in-person or via Zoom: 
skagitcounty.net/Departments/ 
CountyCommissioners/main.
htm.

By Ken Stern

Shelter Bay Community resi-
dents are in the process of voting 
for three members of their board 
of directors. 

There are four candidates: 

Julie Peddy seeks a seat. Monte 
Hicks, Pat McGarry and Wendy 
Poulton are current board mem-
bers. Hicks and Poulton were 
elected in May 2021. McGary 
was appointed in February 2024.

Voting is online via Vote HOA 

Now, by mail using election 
packet ballots or in person 10:15-
10:30 a.m. Saturday, May 18, at 
the annual meeting. Results will 
be announced after 1 p.m. 

If Peddy wins, she will take 
office in July.

Solid waste fees 
could jump 30%

The Skagit County 
Commissioners will hold a 
hearing on proposed new solid 
waste rates at 8:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
May 21, in the Commissioner’s 
Hearing Room, 1800 Continental 
Place, Mount Vernon.

The county has a new 
vendor, Waste Management, 
providing solid waste services in 
unincorporated areas. Its 2023 
contract had a 40% increase in 
transport and disposal costs. 
Skagit County Public Works 
has conducted a solid waste 
rate study to ensure rates were 
sufficient to stay solvent. The 
rate study report is on the 
county’s website. 

Public Works staff presented 
a new proposed rate structure 
to the Solid Waste Advisory 
Committee and Solid Waste 
System Governance Board, with 
the new structure ultimately 
recommended for approval to the 
Skagit County Commissioners in 
April.

The proposed rate structure has 
an average 30% increase in costs 
for customers. 

Submit comments on 
the proposal via e-mail to 
Margo Gillaspy: margog@
co.skagit.wa.us, or mail to 
1800 Continental Place, Mount 
Vernon, WA 98273. Attend 
and comment at the public 
hearing in-person or via Zoom: 
skagitcounty.net/ Departments/ 

By Ken Stern

Lawyers for the five Shelter 
Bay board of directors sued by 
then-resident Jan Henrie in 2023 
will be in Skagit Superior Court 
Friday morning, May 10, asking 
that the lawsuit be moved to the 
Court of Appeals. 

Henrie’s suit alleged 
malfeasance and failure in these 
board members’ actions and 
conduct for their passing an 
“invalid budget in violation of 
both the Shelter Bay Community 

bylaws and the Revised Code of 
Washington.”

The defendants, Wendy Poul-
ton, Elaine Dixon, Monte Hicks, 
Joseph Hurley and Louise Kari, 
have not contested the case’s 
merits. Instead they claim Henrie 
has no standing to bring the suit. 
Superior Court Judge Laura 
Riquelme has ruled against them 
twice.

The defense is asking the 
judge to stop the preceding while 
they ask the Court of Appeals to 
grant discretionary review of the 

multiple decisions against them 
by Riquelme.

Defense lawyer Amy Rosario 
writes in her April 29 motion that 
the defendants are seeking ap-
proval “on the threshold issue of 
standing.” It is their fifth attempt.

The defendants were board 
of director executive committee 
members when Henrie filed her 
case. Poulton and Hicks are still 
on the board.

A notice for discretionary re-
view to the Court of Appeals was 
also filed April 29.

SKAGIT COUNTY HEARINGS

nities for participation; inclusive 
outreach to ensure all voices are 
heard and represented; an iterative 
feedback process to assess if en-
gagement objectives are achieved; 
and collaborative partnerships 
with local organizations, com-
munity groups and stakeholders 
to maximize participation and 
promote shared ownership.

The comprehensive plan is 
a vital roadmap for the future 
growth and development of 
Skagit County. 

For staying informed and 
updated:, email pdscomments@
co.skagit.wa.us or go to 
 skagitcounty.net/2025CPA.Shelter Bay lawsuit hearing Friday

Lane closures  
on Best Road

Traffic on Best Road will 
experience lane closures and 
delays between McLean Road 
and Chilberg Road during the 
work week through June 6 while 
Skagit County crews are grinding 
and re-asphalting it, the coun-
ty’s public works department 
announced April 30.

The road will be open to traffic 
but reduced to one lane during 

By Ken Stern

Residents of the Shelter Bay 
Community elect three members 
at their annual meeting in May 
to serve three year terms on the 
eight member board of directors. 
The board convening in July 
2024 will look very different 
from the eight members that 
ended their terms a year ago, in 
May 2023. If Wendy Poulton 

wins reelection, she will be one 
of three returning elected board 
members, with Monte Hicks and 
Nancy Shimmeall. No longer 
serving are Louise Kari and 
Elaine Dixon, who lost election. 
Joseph Hurley resigned in July 
and Dan McCaughan resigned in 
January. Gary Ladd, appointed 
in October 2022, also resigned in 
January. Jan Paul, appointed in 
July, resigned in April.

Board members newly elected 
in 2023 who are continuing are 
Rod Proctor and Rick Parnell, 
elected last May.

Board members appointed in 
2024 and continuing are Patrick 
McGarry (February) and Jack 
Galbraith and Mike Shannon, 
both appointed in April.

Lawson Earl, appointed in 
May to replace the recalled Judy 
Kontos, resigned in March, 

Who’s who on Shelter Bay Board of Directors?

By Ken Stern

The Washington state 
Department of Health announced 
a recall of Gibson Farms, Inc. 
bulk organic walnuts April 30. 

They were joined by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion and the federal Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
in advising people to stop eating 
organic walnut halves and pieces 
sold in bulk at several stores in 
Washington because of possi-
ble contamination with E. coli 
bacteria.

The Skagit Valley Food Co-op 
posted its own announcement on 
May 2. It does not use Gibson 
Farms walnuts in its deli or bak-
ery foods.

The Department of Health 
reported at least 12 people in Cal-
ifornia and Washington state have 
been infected with E. coli bacteria 
after eating bulk organic walnut 
halves and pieces. Six of those 
people live in Washington. No 
one has died from their infection.

The Skagit Valley Food Co-op 
calls for discarding nuts bought 
there between Dec. 1, 2023, and 

April 24. It will provide refunds.
Organic walnuts bought at the 

Anacortes Food Co-op are to be 
discarded, also.

The Department of Health ad-
vises checking the list of stores on 
its food recalls and alerts website 
to see if the walnuts are part of the 
recall. Stores may repackage bulk 
walnuts into plastic clamshells 
or bags. Discard bulk-purchased 
organic walnut halves and pieces 
bought at listed stores.

Stop eating and discard recalled 
walnuts, including those stored in 
your refrigerator or freezer. 

Organic walnuts recalled from Skagit stores

Shelter Bay Community board elections May 18

NEWS BRIEFS

no votes. The final 163 ballots 
were counted by Skagit County 
elections office staff and the 
vote certified May 3.

The renewal, good through 
2030, funds 24/7 EMS response 
at a rate of $0.47 per $1,000 of 
assessed property value. 

Turnout was 33.1%, with a to-
tal of 28,267 votes counted from 
the 85,647 registered voters.

Source: Skagit County 
 government

the day. The county bulletin en-
courages taking alternate routes. 
Both lanes of traffic will be open 
each night.



By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner High baseball 
and softball teams lost their reg-
ular season finales at home last 
week, but each program still had 
cause to celebrate.

For the Braves and Lady 
Braves, all wasn’t lost last 
Thursday despite suffering tough 
setbacks to NW2B/1B archrival 
Coupeville.

That’s because La Conner 
coaches and fans had occasion to 
honor senior players who in four 
years have overcome hurdles 
imposed by the COVID-19 
pandemic to resume their spring 
pastime.

“This senior class lost time to 
COVID but became very com-
petitive and showed the younger 
players how to win,” La Conner 
baseball coach Jeremiah LeSourd 
said following his club’s 8-4 loss 
to Coupeville.

Across campus, the La Conner 
softball team wrapped up the 
2024 campaign on the short end 

of a 14-0 clash with the Lady 
Wolves, who rode a combined 
one-hitter tossed by three pitch-
ers.

Lady Braves coaches Loran 
James and Taysha James-Sher-
man have adopted a unique sea-
son-ending tradition of honoring 
their seniors by presenting them 
with jars filled with infield dirt 
from the diamond on which they 
have toiled for four years.

The Lady Braves entered their 
final 2024 contest having swept a 
doubleheader with Concrete the 
previous weekend, totaling 43 
runs scored during the twinbill.

But offense was harder to 
come by when La Conner faced 
the trio of Coupeville hurl-
ers Adeline Maynes, Haylee 
Armstrong and Capri Anter. The 
playoff-bound Lady Wolves also 
benefited from a 14-hit attack 
while working a dozen free 
passes.

Sophomore catcher Teagan 
Calkins led the victors with a 
two-run inside-the-park homer.

The Lady Braves closed with a 
2-13 mark.

The Braves, meanwhile, 

crafted a 9-8 overall slate and 5-7 
league record to clinch the fifth 
spot in a seven-team conference 
format. La Conner had downed 
Friday Harbor 6-1, two days 
before facing Coupeville. 

The Wolves (10-8 overall, 9-2 
in league) bolted to an 8-0 lead 
on Thursday, then withstood two-
run La Conner rallies in each of 
the sixth and seventh innings.

Coop Cooper and Camden 
Glover each had a double and a 
single to lead the visitors. Johnny 
Porter and Wolves pitcher Seth 
Woollet each lined a pair of 
singles while Landon Roberts 
chipped in a lone safety.

Senior Brogan Masonholder 
led La Conner with a double 
and a single. Classmates Logan 
Burks and Ivory Damien added a 
single apiece, as did Kaleb Otis.

Damien, Masonholder 
and eighth grader Charles 
Jackson shared mound duties. 
Masonholder was especially 
effective, retiring Coupeville in 
order in the seventh frame.

With its win, Coupeville 
advances to Bi-District play in 
Lakewood on Saturday.

School and Sports
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360.336.9777  •  Downtown Mount Vernon  •  skagitfoodcoop.com www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com

By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner High School 
track teams show they have a 
finishing kick.

The Braves and Lady Braves 
posted strong performances 
at the NW2B/1B League 
Championship Meet in Mount 
Vernon on May 1, a prelude to 
Bi-District trials in Coupeville 
on Saturday, May 11.

La Conner teams placed 
second on each side of the five-
school league title showdown. 
The Braves were runners-up to 
Coupeville on the boys’ team 
leaderboard. The Lady Braves 
were silver medalists behind 
Mount Vernon Christian.

“I was super proud of how 
everybody competed,” La 
Conner head track coach Peter 
Voorhees said. “It was our best 
team showing of the season.”

Coupeville claimed the boys’ 
crown with 148.5 points. La 
Conner compiled 126 points. 
MVC (104.5), Orcas Island (73) 
and Friday Harbor (65) rounded 
out the field.

MVC outpointed La Conner 
174.5-132 in the girls’ half of 
the meet. Coupeville (131), 
Friday Harbor (51.5), and 
Orcas Island (46) finished third 
through fifth.

The Braves were paced by 
reigning state 2B hurdles cham-
pion Tommy Murdock, who was 
in especially dominant form – 
winning four individual events 
– including a sweep of the 110- 
and 300-meter hurdles.

Murdock captured the 110s in 
14.63 and the 300s in 39.46.

And that was only half the 
story for Murdock. He add-
ed gold medal finishes in the 
100-meter (11.48) and 200-me-
ter (23.40) dashes.

Thrower Flint Huizenga and 
jumper Yandel Rosales-Rojas 
joined Murdock in the winner’s 
circle for the Braves.

Huizenga won the javelin 
with a toss of 148’-9”. Rosales-
Rojas, an eighth grader, went 
37’-8” to take top honors in the 
triple jump.

Rosales-Rojas led a 1-2-3 
Braves finish in the triple. Lane 
Tenborg placed second (37’-
6.25”) and Marlin Bralens was 
third at 36’-8”.

Rosales-Rojas added a 
second-place finish in the long 
jump (19’-5.75”). The versatile 
Tenborg placed third in the long 
jump (18’-4.5”) and fifth in the 
400 meters (56.34).

Bralens finished fourth in 
the 110-meter hurdles (18.86) 

and 300-meter hurdles (47.77), 
respectively. He reached the fin-
ish line in the 110s just behind 
teammate Simon Bouwens, who 
was timed at 18.09, clinching 
third place.

Bouwens, who placed second 
in the 300s with a 46.98 finish, 
added a third-place finish in 
the 100 meters with an 11.83 
clocking.

Alex Martin placed third in 
the discus (121’-4”) and sixth in 
the shot put (37’-2”).

On the girls’ side, La Conner’s 
Kiana Jenkins, Lydia Grossglass 
and Morgan Huizenga won two 
events apiece.

Jenkins, another of the La 
Conner track program’s eighth 
graders, placed first in the 
200 (27.64) and 400 meters 
(l:01.55). Her 200 time was a 
personal best.

Grossglass swept the hurdles 
events, hitting the tape first in 
the 100 (16.79) and 300 (50.65).

Huizenga was best in the 
javelin (112’-8”) and high jump 
(4’-10”).

Grossglass and Huizenga also 
teamed with Jenkins and Maeve 
McCormick to win the league 
sprint relay title, recording a 
time of 53.23 in the 4x100.

Grossglass also medaled 
with a third-place finish in the 
100-meter dash (13.96), just 
ahead of McCormick, who was 
fourth at 13.99.

McCormick added to the Lady 
Braves point total with a third-
place effort in the long jump 
at 14’-3”, matching teammate 
Aisley Zimmerman, who mined 
bronze in the triple jump with a 
29’-5.5” leap.

Eighth grader Nora 
McCormick took second in the 
100-meter hurdles with an 18.16 
finish. Zimmerman was sixth in 
the event at 19.63.

La Conner’s Addison Wigal 
placed second to Huizenga in 
the javelin with a toss of 96’-1”. 
Teammate Reese Bird’s 86’-1” 
throw secured fifth place.

Distance runner Finley 
Hancock was third in the 1600 
meters (6:23.92), seventh in the 
800 (3:07.76), and joined Bird 
(sixth in the 800 at 2:50.31), 
Wigal and Nora McCormick for 
a fifth-place run in the 4x200 
meter relay with a time of 
2:02.89.

Jenkins shuttled between the 
oval and jumping area. She 
finished fourth in the high jump 
at 4’-8”.

Huizenga likewise split time 
between field events and the 
sprints, contributing a fifth-
place effort in the 200 meters 
(28.76).

Josie Adams was fifth in the 
discus (70’-1.5”) and sixth 
in the shot put (22’-2”). Kim 
Williams had a similar day, 
placing fifth in the triple jump 
(28’-5”) and sixth in the 400 
(1:10.16).

Bird (64’-9”) and Wigal (59’-
9.5”) finished sixth and seventh 
in the discus, placing just back 
of Adams.

The May 11 Bi-District com-
petition, which will determine 
berths to the Washington State 
2B Meet, gets under way at 11 
a.m. at Coupeville’s Mickey 
Clark Stadium.

Voorhees is confident going 
into Bi-District based on results 
at the league meet.

“We had a lot of consistently 
good performances,” he said.

Track teams run strong; 
2nd at league title meet

Braves teams celebrate despite 
losses to league rival Coupeville

ANOTHER RUN FOR THE HOME TEAM – Kaleb Otis, scoring one more time in the final game of the sea-
son, helped the La Conner Braves keep it close against Coupeville last week.  – Photo by Madoc Hiller

Moving?
Email 
your 
address 
change 
to 
info@laconnernews.com
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Arts & Entertainment

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer 
and homemade treats!

QUINN K. DAY
May 13th, 2 p.m. - 6 p.m.

$10 Cover includes the new
Fanny Alger Vicious Badger CD

19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon
Hours: Tues.-Sun.: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9 • Mon.: 11 to 5

Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill

Upcoming Events in Mount Vernon
Scottish Music Session 
May 5, 3pm

Scottish County Dance Class 
May 11, 10am

Scotch Tasting Fundraiser  
members only! May 11, 4pm

Rachel Hair & Ron Jappy 
Concert May 12, 3pm

Tony McMmanus Concert 
May 15, 7pm

Skagit Valley Highland 
Games July 13-14

celticarts.org

Mark your calendars for some 
fun activities this coming week.

• Gather the kids for a visit from 
Lucky Diaz, Grammy-winning 
musician and Latine author, at 
11 a.m. Friday, May 10, at the 
La Conner Swinomish Library. 
Thanks to Skagit Kids Reads, 
he’ll play songs and read from 
his books for storytime.

• Shelter Bay Chorus presents 
“Remember When: Songs We 
Love from Yesterday,” fea-
turing “In the Mood,” “At the 
Hop,” “Both Sides Now” and 
a slew of Beatles tunes. 7 p.m. 
Friday, May 10, and 2 p.m. 
Saturday, May 11, at Shelter 
Bay Clubhouse, 1000 Shoshone 
Drive. Suggested donation $10.

• Come to the Celtic Arts 

Foundation for Scottish 
country dancing classes. Free, 
open to all. 10 a.m. to noon 

Saturday, May 11. Littlefield 
Celtic Center, 1124 Cleveland 
Ave., Mount Vernon.

A&E BRIEFS

Flower Growing
3 Floret Farm Books!

 
Open 7 days a week!

10 - 6
On Gilkey Square
360-399-1800

www.seaportbooks.com 
106 S. First St.

La Conner
360-466-9932 

702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

VOTED SKAGIT’S BEST FISH & CHIPS 2023 
EST. 1972  Family Operated

Kitchen OPEN 
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM 
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

& EATERY, Inc.

608 S. First Street

Natural Wine Educational Tasting
Organic with no additives // Wednesday, May 8th

$20, includes complementing cheeses
Space is limited. Call or message 

360 610-9773 // info@laconnersips.com

Natural wine flights 
available any time!

Hours:
9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Basket
Stuffers

20% Off
            Through May 9th

www.ChristiansonsNursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Bare Root
Sale

20% Off
through March 14th    

Spring Hours
Daily
9 to 6

“People’s Choice”
Award-Winner

www.ChristiansonsNursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Our best selection of the year! Includes fruit,
flowering and shade trees, shrubs and berries.

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Ad proof for 2/29/12 issue.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821 • 9-6 daily

Bare Root 
is Best 

Bare root trees are less expensive, 
easier to handle than potted trees, 
and are likely to out perform them. 

Season ends April 1st. 

Includes fruit, flowering and shade trees, 
shrubs and berries. 

Featuring this week: 

ITALIAN PRUNE 
(while supply lasts) 

www.christiansonsnursery.com 
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821 

Bare Root Sale
    20% Off through

March 11th

The best selection of the year! Includes fruit,
flowering and shade trees, shrubs and berries.

PRUNING OLD FRUIT TREES
Sunday, March 4 - 1 pm

$5 with Reservations

Bare root trees are less expensive,
easier to handle than potted trees,
and are likely to out-peform them

BASIC FRUIT TREE PRUNING
Saturday, March 3

11 am to 12:30 pm. $5 w/reservations

Last Chance!
Bare Root 

Open
Daily
9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Loving this sunshine!
Did you want to run the Roses ad for next week’s paper?
Feb. 26th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821 • 9-5 Daily

Rose Special
20% OFF

Choose from over 5,000 Rose Bushes
of 500 different varieties.

Our biggest Rose Sale of the year!
Antique, English, climbing and

drought-tolerant rugosa roses.
Sale ends March 1st

“People’s 
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the July 3rd issue?
HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY!

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Our Annual
40% Off Sale

All 2”, 4”, pack annuals
are 40% off.

Included are Geraniums, Petunias,
Impatiens, Marigolds, Begonias,

Heliotrope, Tomatoes,
Vegetable starts and Fuchsia baskets.

All our annuals are grown in our
greenhouses, all are 40% off.

through July 1st - 7th

“People’s
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want this one for the April 5th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Magnolias
20% Off

Come view our wonderful
selection of precocious
blooming magnolias.

Includes varieties
of white, pink, purple

and even yellow flowering forms.

through April 16th 

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Nice sized plants start at $29.95.

OPEN:
Daily
9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Here is the revised ad proof.
Hope you faired in the wind yesterday.
We had a 60’+ cedar tree fall and it just missed the deck and house!
Now the fun part of getting rid of it.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Camellia Sale
           20% Off

spring and winter
flowering varieties —
many blooming now!

March 18
through 31

SATURDAY, MARCH 19
“Japanese Garden

Design Techniques”
11 AM - Noon

“Spring Garden Walk”
1 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 26
“Starting Planting & Staking

Dahlias Made Easy!”
11 AM - Noon

“Hugelkultur Demonstration” - 1 PM

OPEN
DAILY

9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

2x4 col. in. ad proof for May 14th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Shady Days

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Shade-loving
Tuberous Begonias,

fancy Double Impatiens and
exotic New Guinea Impatiens

20% off
4” Pots

(regularly $4.98)
includes Begonia Hanging Baskets

through May 18th

Hours:
 9-6 Daily
Fri. ‘til 7

People’s 
Choice

Award-Winning
Nursery

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

 9-6 Daily

Fridays
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-382115806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Fridays

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Loving this sunshine!
Did you want to run the Roses ad for next week’s paper?
Feb. 26th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821 • 9-5 Daily

Rose Special
20% OFF

Choose from over 5,000 Rose Bushes
of 500 different varieties.

Our biggest Rose Sale of the year!
Antique, English, climbing and

drought-tolerant rugosa roses.
Sale ends March 1st

“People’s 
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the July 3rd issue?
HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY!

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Our Annual
40% Off Sale

All 2”, 4”, pack annuals
are 40% off.

Included are Geraniums, Petunias,
Impatiens, Marigolds, Begonias,

Heliotrope, Tomatoes,
Vegetable starts and Fuchsia baskets.

All our annuals are grown in our
greenhouses, all are 40% off.

through July 1st - 7th

“People’s
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want this one for the April 5th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Magnolias
20% Off

Come view our wonderful
selection of precocious
blooming magnolias.

Includes varieties
of white, pink, purple

and even yellow flowering forms.

through April 16th 

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Nice sized plants start at $29.95.

OPEN:
Daily
9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Here is the revised ad proof.
Hope you faired in the wind yesterday.
We had a 60’+ cedar tree fall and it just missed the deck and house!
Now the fun part of getting rid of it.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Camellia Sale
           20% Off

spring and winter
flowering varieties —
many blooming now!

March 18
through 31

SATURDAY, MARCH 19
“Japanese Garden

Design Techniques”
11 AM - Noon

“Spring Garden Walk”
1 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 26
“Starting Planting & Staking

Dahlias Made Easy!”
11 AM - Noon

“Hugelkultur Demonstration” - 1 PM

OPEN
DAILY

9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

2x4 col. in. ad proof for May 14th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Shady Days

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Shade-loving
Tuberous Begonias,

fancy Double Impatiens and
exotic New Guinea Impatiens

20% off
4” Pots

(regularly $4.98)
includes Begonia Hanging Baskets

through May 18th

Hours:
 9-6 Daily
Fri. ‘til 7

People’s 
Choice

Award-Winning
Nursery

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

 9-6 Daily

Fridays
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-382115806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Fridays
“People’s Choice”

Award-Winner

Season ends April 1st
Bare root trees are less expensive,
easier to handle than potted trees,

and adapt more quickly to your soil.

Camellias 20% OFF through March 31st

Bare root trees and shrubs are less expensive, easier
to handle than potted plants and adapt

more quickly to your soil.

Our best selection of the year!
Includes fruit, flowering and shade trees, shrubs and berries.

“People’s Choice”
Award-Winning

Nursery

Dozens of different
premium annual

varieties for planters,
baskets or bedding,

growing in 2-1/4” pots.

(regularly
3.98)

By Cora Thomas

“The Force” was with the 
Skagit River Poetry Foundation 
on Saturday May 4th, Star Wars 
Day, as 125 community members 
gathered to support our nonprofit 
at our fourth annual auction at 
historic Hillcrest Park Lodge in 
Mount Vernon. We want to thank 
everyone who celebrated with 
us and our donors who could 
not attend as we hosted our Star 
Wars-themed fundraiser – even 
Darth Vader made an appearance. 

We are happy to announce that 
in only three hours the love and 
support of our guests raised over 
$36,000! Our auctioneer and 
emcees brought the party to life 
with the night’s exciting live and 
silent auction items. Your support 
of our organization means we 
may continue our dedication to 
our community! The funds raised 
will help keep poets visiting our 
local school districts throughout 
the year in Skagit and Island 
counties, teaching kids in K-14 
classes poetry and encouraging 
their creative voices to shine. 

We had a poet from our Poets 
in Schools Program, Jeffrey 
Morgan and one of our Student 
Poet Laureate’s, Natalie Lahr, 
share their personal stories of 
how the Foundation makes a 
difference. A video highlighted 
how writing poetry is visceral - 
touching each person uniquely 
and encourages a creative space 
for freely expressing your own 
voice. 

The funds will also support 
our 2024 Skagit River Poetry 
Festival, Oct. 3-5, as we bring 
poets from all over the world to 
converge in La Conner for three 

days of community workshops 
and speaking engagements. 

This generous support will 
keep our starship and mission 
flying high through the poetic 
galaxies as we continue bringing 
literary arts to our community, 
uplifting voices of all ages and 
enriching lives as people explore 
their own stories, one another 
and their communities through 
the powerful practice of the writ-
ten and spoken word. 

Our executive director, Molly 
McNulty, board President 
Kathleen Bisagna and our 
board of directors would like 
to thank all the corporate and 
individual donors who donated 
auction items, Aaron Klesick 
from Stokes Auction Group, 
our caterer, Josh Van Hine 
from Simply Sound Catering, 
emcee David Johnson from 
Funds for Fun, emcee Georgia 
Johnson (board vice president), 
the Cincinnatus Duo, sound by 

Kyle Blevins, PEO Chapter JG 
La Conner, Hillcrest Park and 
all our volunteers that made this 
night possible. May the Force of 
Poetry Be With You, Always. 

If you missed the event, 
but would still like to 
support us, donate online at 
SkagitRiverPoetry.org/Donate or 
mail checks to P.O. Box 238, La 
Conner, WA 98257. 

Cora Thomas is executive 
assistant and poets in schools 
coordinator for the Foundation.

Foundation auction proved ‘The Force’ of Skagit poetry

MAY THE FORCE OF POETRY BE WITH YOU — For the 125 people at the Skagit River Poetry Foundation’s May 4th fundraiser at Mount 
Vernon’s Hillcrest Park, it was wine, music, food, cookies and song, and a few costumes. Music was provided by the Cincinnatus Duo, Michael 
Wheatley and Barb Hunter. There was auctions, of course, both live and silent.  – Photos courtesy of Cora Thomas
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Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

LEGAL NOTICES

TOWN OF LA CONNER
NOTICE OF 

APPLICATION / NOTICE 
OF HEARING

The Town of La Conner is 
processing multiple permit ap-
plications that may be of pub-
lic interest.
Date: April 30, 2024
Application File #: LU24-

16CU-IV/LU24-17CU-IV/
LU24-19HDR  
Applicant: Jeff Latham / Ran-

dy Billings and Rod Mennegar 
/ Linda Banaszak
Town Contact Person: Mi-

chael Davolio AICP, Plan-
ning Director; P.O. Box 
400, La Conner, WA 98257; 
360-466-3125
Project Location: 318 Morris 

Street, P20890 / 110 N. First 
Street, P74118 / 619 S. First 
Street, P74077
Project Description: Use of 

existing dwelling units in the 
commercial zone as short-term 
rentals / Addition of gazebo to 
courtyard 
Public Hearing: Hearing Ex-

aminer/Planning Commission
Date/Time/Location: LU24-

19HDR: May 21, 6:00 pm, 
Maple Center. LU24-16CU-
IV and LU24-17CU-IV: June 
4, 5:00 pm / Maple Center, 
LU24-16CU-IV to be heard 
first. 
COMMENTS: Comments on 

this Notice must be submit-
ted, in writing: LU24-19HDR 
between May 1st – May 21st. 
LU24-16CU-IV and LU24-
17CU-IV: between May 1st 
- June 4th, end of hearing.  
Comments should be as spe-
cific as possible.  Any person 
may comment on the appli-
cations and request a copy of 
the decisions once they are 
made.  Questions about these 
proposals and requests for ad-
ditional notification should be 
directed to the contact person 
listed above.  The applications 
and materials submitted by the 
applicants are available for re-
view from Town Hall. If you 
have any questions concerning 
this project, contact Town Hall 
at (360) 466-3125 or email 
planner@townoflaconner.org. 
Issued/Published: May 8th, 
2024. 
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, May 8, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY 

Estate of CHARLENE 
RACHELE HINOJOSA, 

Deceased 
Probate No. 24-4-002098-29, 

Dated: APRIL 17, 2024
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS (RCW 
11.40.030) 

The personal representa-
tive named below has been 
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate. Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative or 
the personal representative’s 
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim 
and filing the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim must 
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
*RCW 11.40.020(1) (c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets. 
DATE OF FILING COPY 

OF NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS with the Clerk of the 
Court: April 22, 2024.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-

TION: April 24, 2024. 
PR: /S/ Jeanne Lovas 
c/o Resident Agent William 

G. Knudsen
Address of PR: 119 N. Com-

mercial Street, Ste. 1200, Bell-
ingham, WA 98225-4450
Attorney: William G. Knud-

sen WSBA #6064 
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, April 24, May 
1, and May 8, 2024. 

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF SKAGIT
In re the Estate of 

RODRICK FLOYD 
SIVERSON,

Deceased.
Case No.:  24-4-00152-29

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

RCW 11.40.010
The person named below has 

been appointed as administra-
tor of this estate. Any person 
having a claim against the 
decedent must, before the time 
the claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070 by 
serving on or mailing to the 
administrator or the adminis-
trator’s attorney at the address 
stated below a copy of the 
claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the administrator served or 
mailed the notice to the cred-
itor as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice. If the 
claim is not presented with-
in this time frame, the claim 
is forever barred, except as 
otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of First Publication: 

May 8, 2024
Personal Representative:  Su-

zette Siverson 
Attorney for the Person-

al Representative:  Rachelle 
Eason
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice:  515 S 39th Place Mount 
Vernon, WA 98274
Court of Probate proceed-

ings:  Skagit County Superior 
Court
Cause number: 

24-4-00152-29 
SIGNED  this 30th  day of 

April, 2024.
/s/  Suzette Siverson
Suzette Siverson, Petitioner
Personal Representative of 

the Estate of
Rodrick Siverson
Prepared by:
/s/  Rachelle Marie Eason
Rachelle Marie Eason, 

WSBA # 29922
Attorney for Petitioner 
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, May 8, 15, and 
22, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 24-4-00210-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
In the Matter of the Estate 

of
Linda D. Adams, Deceased
The personal representative 

named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate.  Any person 
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below, a copy of 
the claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of first publication: 

April 24, 2024
Martyn F. Adams
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-

HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway 

Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News on April 24, 
May 1, and May 8, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON

FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
Estate of

BARBARA JOYCE 
SUTHERLAND,

Deceased.
NO.  24-4-00218-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
The above Court has appoint-

ed me as Personal Representa-
tive of the Decedent’s estate.  
Any person having a claim 
against the Decedent must 
present the claim: (a) Before 
the time when the claim would 
be barred by any applicable 
statute of limitations, and (b) 
In the manner provided in 
RCW 11.40.070: (i) By filing 
the original of the claim with 
the foregoing Court, and (ii) 
By serving on or mailing to me 
at the address below a copy of 
the claim.  The claim must be 
presented by the later of: (a) 
Thirty (30) days after I served 
or mailed this Notice as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c), or (b) Four (4) months af-
ter the date of first publication 
of this Notice.  If the claim 
is not presented within this 
time period, the claim will be 
forever barred except as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060.  This bar is effec-
tive for claims against both 
the Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication of 

this Notice: May 1, 2024
__________/s/___________

_________
Sindi Rae Moe, Personal 

Representative
c/o Jayne Marsh Gilbert, 

WSBA #24656
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
314 Pine Street, Suite 211
Mount Vernon, WA  98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News on May 1, 8, 
and 15, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON

FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
Estate of

PETER ROBERT 
MAHLER,
Deceased.

NO.  24-4-00251-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
The above Court has appoint-

ed me as Personal Representa-
tive of the Decedent’s estate.  
Any person having a claim 
against the Decedent must 
present the claim: (a) Before 
the time when the claim would 
be barred by any applicable 
statute of limitations, and (b) 
In the manner provided in 
RCW 11.40.070: (i) By filing 
the original of the claim with 
the foregoing Court, and (ii) 
By serving on or mailing to me 
at the address below a copy of 
the claim.  The claim must be 
presented by the later of: (a) 
Thirty (30) days after I served 
or mailed this Notice as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c), or (b) Four (4) months af-
ter the date of first publication 
of this Notice.  If the claim 
is not presented within this 
time period, the claim will be 
forever barred except as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060.  This bar is effec-
tive for claims against both 
the Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication of 

this Notice: May 8, 2024 
/s/__________________
Shiree Lynne Yates, Personal 

Representative
c/o Jayne Marsh Gilbert, 

WSBA #24656
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
314 Pine Street, Suite 211
Mount Vernon, WA  98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, May 8, 15, and 
22, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF KING
In the Matter of the Estate 

of
RICHARD SNYDER,

Deceased.
NO. 24-4-03150-0 SEA

NONPROBATE NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS

Mark C. Vohr, as President of 
OHANA FIDUCIARY COR-
PORATION, the undersigned 
Notice Agent, has elected to 
give notice to creditors of the 
above-named Decedent.  As 
of the date of the filing of a 
copy of this Notice with the 
court, the Notice Agent has no 
knowledge of any other per-
son acting as Notice Agent or 
of the appointment of a Per-
sonal Representative of the 
Decedent’s estate in the State 
of Washington.  According to 
the records of the court as are 
available on the date of the 
filing of this Notice with the 
court, a cause number regard-
ing the Decedent has not been 
issued to any other Notice 
Agent and a Personal Repre-
sentative of the Decedent’s 
estate has not been appointed.
Any person having a claim 

against the Decedent must, be-
fore the time the claim would 

be barred by any otherwise 
applicable statute of limita-
tions, present the claim in the 
manner as provided in RCW 
11.42.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the Notice Agent or 
the Notice Agent’s attorneys 
at the address stated below a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim with 
the court.  The claim must be 
presented within the later of: 
(1) 30 days after the Notice 
Agent served or mailed the 
Notice to the creditor as pro-
vided in RCW 11.42.020(2)
(c); or (2) four months after 
the date of first publication 
of the Notice.  If the claim is 
not presented within this time 
frame, the claim is forever 
barred, except as otherwise 
provided in RCW 11.42.050 
and RCW 11.42.060.  This bar 
is effective as to claims against 
both the Decedent’s probate 
and nonprobate assets.
Date of first publication of 

this Notice: May 1, 2024.
The Notice Agent declares 

under penalty of perjury under 
the laws of the State of Wash-
ington on 4/19/2024 at Seattle, 
Washington, that the foregoing 
is true and correct.
Mark C. Vohr, President
OHANA FIDUCIARY 

CORPORATION
Notice Agent
Attorneys for Notice Agent: 

Douglas L. Phillips, WSBA 
No. 17278 
PHILLIPS ESTATE LAW
Aaron D. Phillips, WSBA 

No. 46691
PHILLIPS ESTATE LAW
Address for Mailing or 

Service:
Douglas L. Phillips, Esq. 
PHILLIPS ESTATE LAW
170 120th Ave NE Suite 

E204
Bellevue, Washington 98005
Court of Notice Agent’s Dec-

laration: King County Superi-
or Court
Oath and cause number: 

Cause No. 24-4-03150-0 SEA
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, May 1, 8, and 
15, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF 

WASHINGTON
FOR CLARK COUNTY

Probate Department
In the Matter of the Estate 

of:
JOSEPHINE ANN 

CURNOW,
Deceased.

Case No. 24-4-00526-06
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS 
(RCW 11.40.030)

The Personal Representa-
tive named below has been 
appointed as Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate of 
Josephine Ann Curnow a/k/a 
JoAnn Curnow.  Any person 
having a claim against the 
decedent must, before the time 
the claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.070 by serv-
ing on or mailing to the per-
sonal representative or to the 
personal representatives’ attor-
ney at the address stated below 
a copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim with 
the Clerk of the Court.  The 
claim must be presented with-
in the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the personal representa-
tive is served or mailed the no-
tice to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(3); or 
(2) four months after the date 
of the first publication of the 
notice.  If the claim is not pre-
sented within this time frame, 
the claim is forever barred, 
except as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060.  This bar is effec-
tive as to claims against both 
the decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-

TION: May 8, 2024
PERSONAL REPRESEN-

TATIVE:  David Curnow
ATTORNEY FOR PER-

SONAL REPRESENTATIVE: 
Lindsey George
ADDRESS FOR MAILING 

OR SERVICE: 
1412 NE 134th St. Ste 130
Vancouver, WA 98685
Dated: April 29, 2024
MYATT & BELL, P.C.
/s/_________________
Lindsey George, WSBA 

#59721
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
Myatt & Bell, P.C.
1412 NE 134th St, Ste 130
Vancouver, WA 98685
Office: 360-360-0212, Fax: 

503-546-9724
Email: lindseyg@myattand-

bell.com
Personal Representative:
David Curnow
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, May 8, 15, and 
22, 2024.

and lead our school 
district,” board president 
Susie Deyo said.

The board’s approval 
was unanimous.

Cram will rely upon 
administrative support 
provided by Beth Clothier, 
the district’s director of 
teaching and learning, 
and herself a La Conner 
graduate.

“Between the two of 
you,” Deyo said of Cram 
and Clothier, “we have a 
great opportunity here and 
this (leadership arrange-
ment) can save the district 
money. We know you and 
Beth are a great team.”

It was Cram and Clothier 
who outlined district 
policies, procedures and 
programs during the recent 
La Conner Rotary Club 
Farmers and Merchants 
Dinner at Maple Hall.

Cram told the Weekly 
News it’s too early for him 
to propose specific goals 
for the 2024-25 school 
year.

“I’ll have to wait until 
after the board has its re-
treat next month,” he said. 
“That’s when I’ll know 
where the board is at (in 
terms of district objec-
tives).”

Cram thanked the board 
Monday for its expression 
of support.

Members have praised 
Cram for his ability to 
quickly shift the district’s 
finances out of the red and 
into the black. To get there, 
the district had to imple-
ment painful personnel and 
program cutbacks ahead of 
the 2023-24 academic year 
as K-12 enrollment contin-
ues to decline. La Conner 
had around 700 students in 
the early 2000s but proj-
ects only 460 this fall.

Cram acknowledged 
before classes convened in 
late August that the district 
would have to operate with 
a “bare-bones budget” this 
year. 

Deyo and board member 
John Agen said La Conner 
is fortunate to have some-
one of Cram’s experience 
and knowledge of the com-
munity available to follow 

Nelson.
“Dave will be of great 

benefit to our district as 
interim superintendent,” 
Agee said.

“You love the school,” 
Deyo told Cram. “You 
have La Conner in your 
heart. And you have the 
skills to lead the school 
district.”

Deyo likewise lauded 
Nelson, who implemented 
several educational pro-
grams designed to promote 
student achievement and 
development of lifelong 
critical-thinking skills.

“I want to again publicly 
thank Will for his three 
years of service,” said 
Deyo. “It’s definitely gone 
fast.”

Under Nelson, La 
Conner has adopted new 
K-12 math curricula and 
begun the transition to 
mastery-based learning 
while creating increased 
planning opportunities 
for staff. Nelson has also 
advocated for instruction 
that addresses varied 
student learning styles.

Early in his career, 
Cram served as La Conner 
School District’s finance 
director. He later held 
similar posts with the 
Lakewood, Anacortes and 
Marysville school districts.

In 2023, Cram came 
back to La Conner, where 
in addition to finance du-
ties he was assigned over-
sight of district operations 
and human resources in his 
role as assistant superin-
tendent.

Deyo said Cram will be 
formally sworn in at the 
board’s May 20 meeting. 
Nelson’s final day at La 
Conner will be June 30, 
allowing for a gradual 
six-week administrative 
transition period.

David Cram
. . . (from page 1)

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS



COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

CLEANING SERVICES 
OFFERED: Home or office. 
Estimates provided. Good quality 
work. Reasonable rates. Call for 
estimate. References available. 
360-202-1288.

DOWNTOWN LA CONNER, 
COMMERCIAL OFFICE SPACE 
FOR LEASE. 125 E. Washington 
St., Suite B. 240 square feet, 
shared restroom, tenant parking 
lot. $525 per month. One-year 
minimum agreement, includes 
water, sewer, gas, electricity, 
grounds maintenance, property 
taxes, building insurance, limited 
trash removal. Call 360-466-4446 
ext. 103

NICE FLOWERING PLANTS 
FOR YOUR MOTHER! Good 
prices. Right behind the Post Of-
fice. Open 24/7 cash or checks. 
Questions? Call 360-708-2022.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
with a $325 classified listing or 
$1600 for a display ad. Call this 
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for 
details. 

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a majority of 
people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how 
much you can save. Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP 
code to reach the right provider.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 6
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CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

SUBMIT AN EVENT
Want to get more eyes on your 
event before the next Weekly 
News hits the street? Go to 
laconnerweeklynews.com/page/
community-events-calendar/105 
and submit your event!

NOT TO BE MISSED
Shelter Bay Chorus presents 
Remember When, Songs We 
Love from Yesterday, featuring 
“In the Mood,” “At the Hop,” 
“Both Sides Now” and a slew of 
Beatles tunes. 7 p.m. Friday, May 
10, and 2 p.m. Saturday, May 
11, at Shelter Bay Clubhouse, 
1000 Shoshone Drive.Suggested 
donation $10.

Come to the Celtic Arts Foun-
dation! All events at Littlefield 
Celtic Center, 1124 Cleveland 
Ave., Mount Vernon.
• Scottish country dancing 

classes, free and open to 
the public. 10 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, May 11. 

• An evening of guitar and song 
with Tony McManus. 7-9 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 15. Tickets 
$25 for members, $30 for 
non-members. 

Museum of Northwest Art 
presents Fantastic Fungi and 
Where to Find Them, 2-3:30 
p.m. Saturday, May 11, 121 S. 
First St. Dr. Korena Mafune will 
take you on a fungi-filled educa-
tional journey to learn about the 

importance of these organisms, 
their role in ecosystem health, 
and how they may play a crucial 
role in the tree canopies of old-
growth rainforests.

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish Library. 
520 Morris St., La Conner. 360-
466-3352. www.lclib.lib.wa.us. 
Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.
• Storytime for Children. 11 a.m. 

Fridays. 
• Tech Help. 3-5 p.m. Mondays.
• Dungeons & Dragons Club. 

3-5 p.m. Tuesdays. No experi-
ence necessary.

Mount Vernon Public Library. 
315 Snoqualmie St., Mount 
Vernon. 360-336-6209, mount-
vernonwa.gov. 
• Seedling Storytime: 10:30 a.m. 

Tuesdays. For young ones 
who may be shy.

• Board Games: 1-5:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays. Classic board 
games for a variety of ages.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220 
10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-
8067, CityofAnacortes.org.
• Family Storytime: 10-11:30 

a.m. Fridays. For ages birth to 
5, siblings welcome.

• LEGO at the Library: 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Mondays.

Burlington Public Library. 820 
E. Washington Ave., Burlington. 

360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library. 
• Bilingual Storytime: 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Saturdays. For 
ages 6 and under and their 
caregivers. Enjoy stories and 
songs in English and Spanish. 

MUSEUMS
Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum. 703 S. Second 
St., La Conner.11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday through Sunday. 
qfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288. 
Current and upcoming exhibits: 
• A Quilted Earth, Marie 

O’Kelley, through June 2.
• New Meditation: Silks & Weav-

ings from Melissa Scherrer 
Paré and Audrey Ducas, 
through July 7.

• Word Quilts, Janine Holzman. 
May 8 through July 28.

Skagit County Historical 
Museum. 360-466-3365 or 
skagitcounty.net/museum. Hours 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday-Sunday. 
Current exhibits:
• Signs, Signs, Everywhere 

Signs: The Art of Bob  
Mortenson features the life 
and work of local sign maker, 
graphic artist and painter Bob 
Mortenson of Mortenson Signs 
of Mount Vernon. His signs are 
all over the county. Through 
Sept. 29.

Museum of Northwest Art. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday, noon-5 p.m. Sunday 
and Monday. monamuseum.org, 
360-466-4446. Current exhibits 
through May 12:
• Silva Cascadia: Under the 

Spell of the Forest features 
2- and 3-dimensional works by 
Northwest women artists.

• At the Seam: The exhibition 

  

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor
Rhubarb Apple Crisp

This recipe involves 
two baking steps. After 
step one is baked, you 
can let it cool down 
until you are ready to 
bake the second step. 
It looked so delicious, 
I was tempted to eat a 
bowl after the first step. 
I was in a hurry, so I 
only used one apple. 
You could use three or 
four. Do not skimp on 
the sugar. 

Ingredients
• Rhubarb, 4 thick 

stems cut into 1/2-
inch pieces

• Apple, 1 peeled, 
cored and cubed

• Sugar, 1 C
• Flour, 1/4 C
• Cinnamon, 1 t ground
• Cloves, a pinch of 

ground

Topping
• Butter, 6 T melted
• Brown sugar, 1/4 C 

packed
• Whole wheat flour, 

1/2 C
• Rolled oats, 1/2 C

• Walnuts, 1/2 C 
chopped 

• Cinnamon, 1 t
• Nutmeg, 1/2 t

Preparation
Preheat oven to 375 

degrees. Mix topping 
ingredients and set 
aside. Butter a 9 x 13 
baking dish. Mix rhu-
barb, apple and sugar 
to coat fruit with sugar. 
Mix in flour and spices. 
Add to baking dish. 
Bake for 30 minutes. 
Spread topping evenly 
and bake another 30 
minutes. Serve warm. I 
swirled my serving in a 
bowl to mix around the 
topping. We loved the 
walnuts. Serve plain or 
with vanilla ice cream 
or whipped cream. 

looks at the “seams,” where 
artistic trends intersect.

• My Roots: Honoring the Cul-
tural Identity of Skagit Valley’s 
Under-Resourced Children: 
Outside In Gallery.

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank. 
Food distribution from 2:30-5 
p.m. every Monday, 602 S. Third 
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878. 
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Swinomish Helping Hands 
Food Bank. Food distribution 
from 2-5 p.m. every Thursday. 
Non-essentials every first 
Thursday. 17444 Snee Oosh 
Road, La Conner. 360-856-2211. 
helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

MEETINGS
Skagit Cemetery District 1. 
Regular meetings at 5:30 p.m. 
every second Monday, at Lori 
Buher’s home, 17604 Valentine 
Road, Mount Vernon.

Town of La Conner Council 
Meeting, 6 p.m. Tuesday, May 
14, at Upper Maple Center. For 
current agenda, go to www.town-
oflaconner.org. Click “Notify Me” 
to get current town information.

La Conner Swinomish Re-
gional Library. Library board 
of trustees meets at 5 p.m. the 
second Tuesdays in the library, 
520 Morris St., La Conner. 

Skagit Men’s Garden Club. Not 
just for men, everyone welcome. 
Meets 6-8 p.m. first Thursdays 
monthly at Christianson’s Nurs-
ery, 15806 Best Road, Mount 
Vernon.  

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS



state Climate Commitment Act 
grant funding at Trek Bicycle of 
Bellingham. Trek store manager 
Gabby Walch and staff member 
Jon Terzenbach came to La 
Conner to help students adjust 
the seats and learn about their 
bikes.

“This is so exciting. It’s been 
such a fun opportunity,” Walch 
said.

“It’s a legislative 
appropriation that funds the 
program,” NWESD Assistant 
Superintendent David Forsythe 
said, referring to Move Ahead 
Washington grants authorized by 
the Climate Commitment Act. 
“The program provides bikes to 
several schools in the area.”

Concrete and Darrington 
students received bikes last week 
from NWESD. 

The Washington State 
Department of Transportation  
program prioritizes schools with 
the highest need to advance 
goals of health, safety and 
equity. It includes adaptive 
cycling equipment for youth with 
disabilities.

“Our students are really excit-
ed,” Elementary School Principal 
Heather Fakkema said, watching 
the fifth graders spin across the 
playground. “It’s a great day for 
them and we had lots of help 
putting this together today.”

The adage that “once you learn 
to ride a bicycle, you never for-
get” was evident Thursday.

“I haven’t ridden a bike in 
a while,” said student Parker 
Fischer.

It didn’t take long for Fischer 
to confirm Einstein’s observation 
that keeping one’s balance on a 
bicycle requires constant motion. 
In no time, Fischer was looping 
the space behind the elementary 
gym.

The positive vibes were unmis-
takable.

“This is a great way to end 
the school day,” said Matthew 
Metcalf, NWESD Regional 
Bicycle Education administrative 
coordinator.
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MAY 18-19
Encore Weekend

10am - 5pm

camanostudiotour.com

MAY 10-11-12
Mother’s Day Weekend

10am - 5pm

CAMANO ISLAND
STUDIO TOUR

Celebrating

    2024  |  CAA  PRESENTS the 25th ANNUAL

By Betty Dorotik

Radiant Cut Diamond Ring
in 18KWhite Gold

REGISTERED JEWELER AMERICAN GEM SOCIETY

7th & Commercial in AnacortesWashington
burtonjewelers.com • 888-293-6469 • info@burtonjewelers.com

Hours 10:30am – 5:00pm, Tuesday – Saturday
We encourage you to work with us by appointment for custom design, complex jewelry repairs,

appraisal questions or personalized shopping experiences.

10% of gallery show purchases donated to Friends of the ACFL

NewArt Show “Forest Reflections”
Debut ofMichael Painter, photographer

Images of Little Cranberry Lake

Natural Yellow Diamond Ring
in 18K Yellow Gold

50
41

92
-1

CelebrateMom...
With Gifts from Burton Jewelers

Join us for the ArtWalk on Friday,May 3 from
5:30 to 7 PM. Refreshments and nibbles will be served

for this event. Hope to see you.

Burton Exclusive Heart Pendant
Created In House, Comes in
All Colors of Gold and

Gem of Choice

14 Kt. White Gold Flower
Pendant with Diamonds

on an 18” Chain

14 Kt. Yellow Gold Earrings
with 1 Carat in Diamonds
(also available in white gold,
and 2 & 3 carats sizes)

NewArt Show “Forest Reflections”
Debut ofMichael Painter, photographer

Images of Little Cranberry Lake

Bark • Topsoil • Compost • Mulch • Sawdust • Shavings • 
Cedar Chips • Hogged Fuel • Sand • Gravel • Rock • Recycle Services 

Delivery Large & Small

360-293-7188
12469 RESERVATION ROAD, ANACORTES

WWW.SUNLANDTOPSOIL.COM

Celebrating Our 50th Year in 2024

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm, Sat, 8am-4pm

FREE DELIVERY • ON FULL LOADS • TO MOST AREAS 
STAY HEALTHY! SAVE MONEY! GROW YOUR OWN VEGGIES! 

LIC# SUNLABTO88PL
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
    ARNEST1044BW 

360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved

K
ing Features W

eekly Service
April 6, 2020

1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.
New arrivals weekly!

Photos posted Thursdays on our
Facebook page 

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun 
11 AM – 5 PM
 3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!

Donations accepted Monday
1pm – 3pm

Proceeds from our
non-profit shop benefit

our community.

It’s All Here!
Clothing, Housewares,
Furniture, Collectibles,
Linens, Books, Shoes,
Art, Antiques, More~

619 South 1st Street La Conner, WA   360-466-4808

Open Daily, 10 am - 6 pm

SAVE THE DATE!
S AT U R DAY,  M AY  1 8 ,  9 - 3

Moving sale after 27 years in Shelter Bay. 
S O M E T H I N G  F O R  E V E RYO N E ! 

Watch for location details here next week!

ture was also 1.1 degrees below 
the average temperature this 
century.

Mornings were coldest mid-
month. The 32.4 degree April 
19 was a record low for its date 
and the month’s low tempera-
ture. The 34.5 degrees April 23 
became that date’s record low. 

The 32.7 degrees on April 1 was 
the second coldest morning but 
not a daily record. Frost was seen 
several mornings in La Conner.

The 72.4 temperature April 20 
was the sole day over 70 degrees.

The daily average temperature 
topped 50 degrees a large hand-
ful of times, including the three 
day stretch of April 25-27 when 
April 26’s 53.7 degrees was the 
month’s warmest average day.

The rainy season ends with 
2.4 inches of rain Jan.-April, a 
bit below the century average of 
2.6 inches. January and February 

dumped more rain their the 25 
year average for their months, 
while March an April were under 
their century averages.

The 4.7 inches of rain in 2018 
is the most April precipitation 
this century, one of four years of 
over 4 inches.

Data are from Washington 
State University’s Memorial 
Highway weather station in 
Mount Vernon.

April weather
. . . (from page 1)

school staff turnover and the 
workloads staff carry.

Turning to the property itself, 
the high agricultural quality 
of the soil was noted as was 
it flooding in 2022. Residents 
would need flood insurance at a 
high cost with little benefit, said 
resident Jim Matthews.

Williams said Channel Cove 
experiences ponds and the 
ground sinks during heavy rains. 

“You go out my back door and 
there is a lake,” he said. Several 
of his neighbors agree and are 
against development, he said.

Jerry George remarked that 
a firetruck cannot pass through 
the 15-foot-wide easement. An 
agreement with Home Trust of 
Skagit for access through their 
Channel Cove property would be 
needed. 

“It is an undevelopable proper-
ty by virtue of the fact a firetruck 
cent get to it,” George said.

Felicia Minot, the Trust’s ex-
ecutive director, said long-term 
affordable housing is the vision 
and mission of her organization 
and it has to participate in any 
planning.

Several times, Hanneman 
acknowledged the issue was 
complicated, recognizing that she 
was repeating herself. At the end 
of the hour she wrapped up, say-
ing, “Overall, I heard just leave 
it alone, or a food forest.” Her 
last words: “The conversation, 
everyone, will continue. A deci-
sion will not happen overnight or 
even in a couple of years.”

Resident B.J. Carol, a mem-
ber of a Skagit Transit advisory 
board, opened the meeting advo-
cating for taking the bus, whether 
to the Anacortes ferry terminal or 
from Seattle to La Conner. Doing 
so mitigates the need for parking 
and reduces carbon emissions, she 
said. Hanneman noted there is a 
loop that includes Shelter Bay.

Jenson property
. . . (from page 1)

WEATHER REPORT — Clouds cover the Skagit Valley sky. April recorded nearly two-thirds of its monthly 
rainfall total in the last week of the month.  — Kurt Batdorf photo

Gifted bikes
. . . (from page 1)

Due to a production error, 
the following information was 
omitted from the May 1 story 
on Page 8 headlined “Rexville 
Grange needs members to hasten 
much-needed repairs.” 

While membership peaked in 
the 19th century, Granges still 
serve as the center of rural life 
in their farming communities. 
Nationwide, 150,000 Grange 
members meet in 1,700 local 
chapters. Washington alone has 
over 200 Granges with about 
8500 members. At the state and 
federal level, the Grange still ad-
vocates on behalf of farmers and 
rural residents. A current priority 
is Pharmacy Benefit Manger 
(PBM) reform legislation. PBMs 
control 80% of the prescription 
drug marketplace and were a 
factor in the closure of the La 
Conner Drugstore.

“Since the 1920s, the Rex-
ville Grange has been a place of 
sanctuary and safety for local 
farmers and residents,” said says 
Cathy Savage, Grange president. 
“We are still here to serve the 
community, and we would love 
your help.”

For more information on 
joining the Grange or making a 
donation towards kitchen repair, 
send an email to rexville815@
gmail.com. 

CORRECTION

Due to a software issue that 
could not be resolved by the 
La Conner Weekly News press 
time, the Skagit County Sheriff’s 
Blotter was not available for the 
May 8 issue.

NO SHERIFF’S 
BLOTTER

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS
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