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All hail King Tom!

. -

THIS KING LIVES FOREVER IN THE HEARTS OF HIS FAN

.

S — Author Tom Robbins was celebrated Saturday with — what

else? — a parade and proclaimed king for the day in La Conner. Of course there was a Spam carving contest. Joining Robbins
in the La Conner Fire Department parade truck is his wife, Alexa Robbins.

festive celebration writes a new
chapter for author Tom Robbins

By Bill Reynolds

A master storyteller, La Conner
author Tom Robbins lent his name
to another well-received work here
Saturday.

Only this time he did so not with his
pen, but with his mere presence. And
it had everything to do with fun rather
than work.

That’s because a large crowd —
many dressed as characters from
his best-selling novels — descended
on town for a festive, sun-splashed
afternoon celebrating the La Conner
wordsmith’s decades-long mastery of
wit, wisdom and eclectic thought.

The timing couldn’t have been bet-
ter. Twenty-four hours later La Conner
was shrouded in heavy overcast, a
cool mist dampening spirits of those
longing for an endless summer.

But there was no rain on the Tom
Robbins Day parade.

Or, thankfully, on any of the day’s
other activities, which raised funds for
children’s art and reading programs at
La Conner Swinomish Library.

Conditions were perfect for what
many hope will become an annual
celebration.

“I’d like to see this become a yearly
thing,” said Skagit Valley resident
Glen Johnson, one of several hundred
people gathered at First and Morris

See more Tom Robbins Day
parade photos and stories on
pages 6, 7 and 12.

for the parade. “I’ve been talking
with (Mayor) Ramon (Hayes) and
(La Conner Chamber of Commerce
Director) Mark Hulst about it.”

The parade, with Robbins, now
91, seated next to his wife, Alexa, on
La Conner’s vintage white 1941 fire
engine while wearing a royal crown —
in keeping with the event’s King for
a Day theme — went past onlookers
lining both sides of First Street.

“It’s hard to say, but 1’d guess there
are probably a couple thousand people
in town,” said Skagit County Sheriff’s
Office Sgt. Brad Holmes. “There are
probably about 400-500 people around
Gilkey Square alone.”

Town Administrator Scott Thomas,
who had his pooch “Beau Doodle”
in tow, likewise said it was hard to
estimate how many people were
here Saturday to honor the author of
acclaimed releases, including “Another
Roadside Attraction” and “Even
Cowgirls Get the Blues.”

Parade participants and attendees
arrived from as far as Ireland, upstate
New York and Phoenix, said La
Conner photographer and Weekly

— Photo by Nancy Crowell

News contributor Nancy Crowell.

“We met people who said they went
to school with Tom and wanted to be
here because they hadn’t seen him
in years,” said Gary Ladd of Skagit
Bay Search & Rescue, helping at the
festivities.

“I’m a long-time Tom Robbins
fan,” said Ryan Boudinot, of Seattle,
who took in the scene with members
of the author’s family, including his
son, Seattle-based freelance writer and
editor Fleetwood Robbins.

Retired radio personality Don Wick,
who viewed the parade from the side-
walk in front of the Seaport Building,
recounted an interview he conducted
with Robbins for KBRC some four
decades ago.

“l remember that it was in the late
“70s or early ‘80s and that it was a
one-hour interview,” Wick said. “He
was very nice and very cooperative to
be interviewed.”

All either had personal connections
with Robbins, a native North
Carolinian who worked as a Seattle
journalist before moving to town in
1970, or were inspired by his books.

A loud ovation erupted once the pa-
rade began and spectators had caught
sight of Robbins extending peace signs
and flashing his trademark grin.

(continued on page 12)

La Conner
gets Braves
Club grant

By Bill Reynolds

Hard work and perseverance paid dividends
for La Conner Schools ahead of the Labor Day
weekend.

District officials learned Friday that their
application for a 21st Century Community
Learning Center Grant to support the Braves Club
after-school program has been approved. Past
proposals had not been selected.

The award recommends funding of up to
$450,000 annually for five years, for a total of
$2.5 million, a district news release states.

A final funding level decision is expected in
mid-September.

“After three years of applying,” school board
president Susie Deyo told the Weekly News
Friday afternoon, “we are thrilled to be awarded
this grant as we look to take our Braves Club to
the next level with more resources for our families
and community.”

The funding comes at a most opportune time:
The district has made painful budget cuts com-
pelled by declining student enrollment and loss of
COVID-19 pandemic emergency funding.

“This is great news for the district as we look
for new revenue sources,” Deyo noted.

“We are quite excited about the grant, as you

(continued on page 9)

0.5 inch rain
fell in August

By Ken Stern

The almost quarter inch of rain Sunday, like the
0.43 inch of rain that fell Aug. 29-30, with. 0.4
inches the 29th and 0.03 the 30th, may end Skagit
County’s summer burn ban but is not alleviating
the region’s drought. The 0.5 inch August rainfall
total was 0.7 inches below the century’s average
of 1.2 inches, making it the eighth driest since
2000 and one of 14 with less than an inch of
precipitation.

August rainfall was 0.7 inches below the centu-
ry average of 1.2 inches, 57.8%.

Seven of the driest years have been since 2014.
Last year only 0.2 inches of rain fell in August.
Still, four of the wettest Augusts since 2000 have
been since 2013. In 2016 2.9 inches of rain fell.

(continued on page 9)

Rain Report: August 2023

Rain last week, Aug. 27-Sept. 2: 0.43
Rainfall for month: 0.49

Number of rain days: 4

Average rainfall 2000-2023: 1.2

Least rain: 0.01, 2012

Most rain: 6.29, 2004

Rainfall last month, July: 0.6

All totals in inches. Data from WSU Mount
Vernon, Memorial Highway.

La Conner farm protected by County Farmland Legacy Program

Skagit County’s Farmland Legacy Program

has finalized two farmland preservation

projects this August, permanently protecting

another 60 acres of farmland from
development.

The La Conner farmland is managed by two
families — the Rings and the Lillquists — each

of whom are descendants of Isaac Dunlap

who served as Skagit County’s first County
Commissioner in 1889. Together, all 60 acres

are leased to Thulen Farms.
Landowner Karl Lillquist, along with

his nieces, nephews and uncle, John Ring,
expressed their commitment to the viability

of local agriculture. “Protecting the land as
farmland into perpetuity is something that
both families are committed to,” Karl says.
“This is something that our parents would also
have wanted. And now the land is protected,”

he adds.

“The Ring and Lillquist families’ decision

honors their forbearers and it protects this

productive farmland for the benefit of us all,”

Commissioner Peter Browning.

Farmland under conservation easement pro-
tection through the Skagit County Farmland
Legacy Program now totals 14,375 acres.

Ring and Lillquist Farms

The 60 acres of farmland in La Conner have
been in the family since the late 1800s when
the Dunlap family arrived in the Skagit Valley
from California as a pioneer farming family.

(continued on page 9)

says Commissioner Ron Wesen, who rep-

resents the northwest district of Skagit County.
“Agricultural conservation easements

ensure prime farmland is not developed, help

to keep it affordable for the next generation

of farmers and provide a capital boost to

local farm businesses,” says Commissioner

Lisa Janicki. “We are indebted to farmland

owners like the Dunlap family’s descendants

and what they have done here today,” says

FARMLAND FOREVER PRESERVED - This Ring and Lillquist Farm property’s 60
acres south of La Conner has been preserved in the Skagit County Farmland Legacy

Program. The Skagit River is east, Skagit Bay and Sullivan Slough are south and the

Swinomish Channel to the west.

— Photo courtesy of Skagit County
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From the editor —

La Conner loved this parade

Saturday saw the residents of La Conner at their best,
gathering for what we all love, a parade. It was made better
in that it was organized by us, for us. On this day author Tom
Robbins was heralded as a king. The world-famous writer has
been living quietly among us for decades. Residents who have
known him for a long time and those who have never met him
gathered to celebrate, as did those — primarily women — who
came from as far away as Ireland, upstate New York, California
and everywhere in between, including Indiana and Missouri.

Robbins’ readers know he advocates believing in magic and
nourishing our imaginations and getting in harmony with nature
by looking for beauty and poetry in everything in life. As he told
high school graduates in 1974, ignore the system, the status
quo, “walk away from it. Turn your backs on it, laugh at it. Don’t
be outraged, be outrageous!”

La Connerites and out-of-town fans took Robbins up on his
creed Saturday, dressing up as cowgirls, of course, and car-
rying and wearing pyramids on their heads, but also parading
down First Street as beets, mushrooms, perfume bottles and
wearing frog pajamas. There was a Santa Claus, too, for good
measure.

We love our costumes. Some of us did not recognize each
other, though. Thank you, Gina McCarthy, for the wigs and a
whole lot more, for your initiative, inspiration and organizing
energy.

Thank you Susan Macek, Jean Markert. Mary Wohleb and
other cowgirls whose props did not give them away.

There were folks wearing and folks waving favorite Robbins
quotations, funny and profound and not normal.

Thank you to the organizers of the Spam carving contest
and its judges and the people who organized and prepared the
contest. Thanks to the judges of the parade costume contest.

Thanks to the intrepid Spam carving contestants There were
contest carver sponsors, too, donating funds to the future mid-
dle school age targeted library program, proposed for challeng-
ing and encouraging our kids creativity.

Thanks to the cowgirls, the few cowboys, the beets and beet-
like participants, the frog pajama wearers, the mushrooms and
all the other characters whom Robbins’ words written decades
ago inspired them to dress up as, perhaps, their true selves..

Thanks to members of the fire department, who closed off
streets and drove the trucks and chaperoned Tom and Alexa
Robbins, leading the parade.

Thanks to Christine Hill and Marilynn Olson for waving
Robbins’ 1974 commencement address up for everyone to see
and read.

This was a day to promote thinking outside the box. It was
a chance to champion the unthinkable and praise those who
make the impossible possible. It was about inspiration leading
to joy. It was about bringing to life and sharing in real time in
one very real place the imagination, creativity and hope of one
writer.

It was about yet another La Conner parade, original and
unique, stemming from the creativity Robbins inspired and the
efforts of specific people in our little town.

The celebration is a testimony to the love that specific
people, Meg Holgate and Gina McCarthy, have for Tom and
Alexa Robbins. It speaks to the power of literature and the
importance of true words. True words are not the common
clay of popularizing lies that any momentarily prominent media
figure airs, but ideas that speak to the possibilities of a more
hopeful future for us as individuals and all of us as a society.

Tom Robbins somehow figured out and conveyed in his
writing the optimism to go on despite the odds that reality
presents. The people he touched so deeply thanked him and
thank him for his inspiring bon mots.

— Ken Stern

Burn ban allows recreational fires

Due to the increase in moisture
levels, recreational fires are now
allowed in unincorporated areas
of Skagit County, the County
posted on Sept. 1. Residential
yard and land-clearing fires con-
tinue to be banned until further
notice.

Recreational fires are those
used for cooking or pleasure,
consist only of charcoal or
seasoned firewood, and meet the
following requirements:

Burn restrictions are still in

effect on all Washington State
Department of Natural Resources
lands. No fires are allowed on
DNR-managed recreational sites
in Skagit County.

La Conner residents need to
call for current burn restrictions:
360-466-3125.

For open burning questions in
Skagit County, contact the Skagit
County Fire Marshal’s Office:
360-416-1840; skagitcounty.net/
Departments/FireMarshal/burn-
ing.htm

Do your part to preserve birds and habltat

I love birds. | have feeders in the front and the
back of my house and my office and I refill them
every day so that | can continually enjoy watching
them in large numbers.

Which brings me to a very sad fact that the
numbers of birds are severely decreasing. Since
the 1500s, birds have been declining both in terms
of species numbers (by about 500 species) and
numbers of individuals (by about 20-25%). The
numbers are staggering — three years after 3 billion
birds were lost, America’s birds are still declining.

The biggest threat is habitat loss as humans con-
tinue to spread their wings. The next biggest threat
to birds is glass on buildings, which has caused
many millions more of losses.

The good news is that here in the northwest, we
are still surrounded by so many birds. My friend
Libby Mills is a bird expert and she takes people on
wonderful observation outings. She leads field trips
for Skagit Audubon for the Padilla Bay Foundation.
These are around Skagit and Samish Flats. If you
want to join in, go to the website SkagitAudubon.
org.

March to July is the best bird song breeding sea-
son and even in winter the Skagit has many swans
and songbirds flying around and entertaining us.

If I ran the zoo
o VEL DURK /¢

Support legislation that protects wildlife habitat
and do your part to limit climate change. Think
about the effects of your actions.

I am so inspired by how many birds | now have
surrounding my house and causing me to refill their
feeders every day. So inspired that | have decided
I will become a bird in my next life. When | get to
Heaven’s Gate and have to choose where I’m going
next, I’m definitely going to become a bird.

I can just see myself sitting in a tree, watching
with dismay as crazy humans continue to destroy
the planet and kill each other along with many
other species. And how great will it be to see some-
thing really stupid and just take off and find another
landing place that ain’t as crazy.

And I will be surrounding myself with so many
wonderful other birds who will agree with me that
humans are just getting weirder and weirder.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Toasting the town’s pioneers

There is order in the establishment of frontier
towns like La Conner. Religion usually precedes law
enforcement and the saloon precedes either religion
or law enforcement. Opportunity is the single lure of
the frontier, though opportunity is not the same for
all. Some come to make a new life for themselves
and family. Some come for a quick buck, however it
might be acquired. Some come to escape and remake
themselves. No two pioneers are the same; neither
are they different. They want to get ahead and make
something of themselves.

Some succeed marvelously and become Pioneers
in the town’s history books. (please note the newly
acquired capital letter on the term “Pioneer.) Others
rate a page in the family’s scrapbook. All made a
significant difference in the town’s perseverance.
There was the boatman who ferried folks across the
channel before the Rainbow Bridge, the generations’
run family lumber yard on First Street, and the livery
on Fifth and Center streets, which aren’t mentioned
in the general history. There are the uncounted vol-
unteer firefolk who have and continue to make our

little piece of paradise safe.

To the south two cities grew faster than local
resources could support. Fires were common and
the lumber to rebuild had to come from somewhere.
And there had to be beer to rehydrate all the thirsty
carpenters. Brewing beer requires hops. Lots of
hops for lots of carpenters. Hops grew well in the
Skagit soils. But there was a problem — a massive
log jam upstream at the river bend in Mount Vernon
blocked the paddle wheeled steamers of the times
from reaching the hop fields. La Conner became the
shipping point for the critical resources — log booms
and beer making.

That may not be the sanctified tale in the history
books, that rough-neck log boomers and copious
quantities of beer plants, but they certainly made
their difference.

Well, here’s to all the unheralded citizens of tiny
La Conner that have made and continue to make
this remarkable wee town the wonderful home it is.
Thank you!

Jerry George
La Conner

Championing Clyde Shavers

In mid-August Bob Raymond and | met with
Rep. Clyde Shavers over coffee. Wow, what an
impressive guy! He thinks five years ahead. Green
hydrogen. Agritourism. Affordable housing. Finan-
cial education in our high schools. Investing in our
rural communities. Services to our veterans. The
environment. Electrification of school buses.

He is working on 13 bills right now that he will
push forward in the next session. He knows how to
get things done in Olympia. Where does he get the
energy?

When he asked for input, | handed him my study
of the tax shift and its effect on the taxpayers of La
Conner and surrounding areas. The study calls for
the elimination of this practice. He volunteered that
he would work with the Department of Revenue.

Bob asked about affordable housing and re-
viewed how we screwed up the development of the
ballfield on Maple Avenue.

Clyde Shavers is the right person for duty in the
state legislature. He deserves our votes next year.

Sincerely,

Dan O’Donnell

La Conner

Smart electric meters offer way to cut costs

By Greg Whiting

Electricity and natural gas are
very unusual products. The end-
use customers, homeowners, use
these products without knowing
how much they’ve used, or how
much the products will cost, till
they get the bills.

COOPERATIVE

regulations, utilities and energy
consumers can work together so
that customers can have more
control over their energy bills.
For instance, a home with a
smart meter could, if the utility
was allowed to offer the option,
add an in-house display that
would show the customer how

LETTER POLICY

Please write! Letters to the editor of up to 350 words
are welcome, as are longer analyses and statements.
Write a 500-word guest column.

Deadline: 5 p.m. Sunday for next issue.
Include your name, address and phone number for
verification.

Letters are edited for civility clarity and style.

SEND TO

editor@laconnernews.com

In our state, retail electric and
gas prices don’t change quickly
when wholesale prices change.
Instead, wholesale price changes
are absorbed by the retailer (the
utility) in the short term. High
wholesale costs do eventually
get passed on to the customer, in
increases that the utilities request
when making rate cases.

Rarely, as in Texas, consumers
can be exposed to changes in
wholesale prices. However, those
customers don’t have any way
to know that wholesale prices
changed until their next utility
bill arrives, days or weeks later.

Wholesale prices can change
dramatically within hours,
especially electricity. Consum-
ers often don’t know that retail
bills can go up by a factor of 100
when they sign up for rates that
expose them to wholesale prices.
There have been several cases
in which people who typically
paid a few hundred dollars for

electricity have been billed for
tens of thousands of dollars.

Until the late 1990s, there
wasn’t anything that could be
done to address these issues.
Utility meters were devices that
recorded electric and gas use
mechanically. They had to be
manually read by a person every
metering cycle.

Now, new meters that can be
read electronically are widely
available. These meters can
communicate with the utility via
a one-way data connection. One-
way electronic meters eliminate

the cost of manual meter reading.

They can also be read at any
time, thus enabling utilities to
offer customers the option of
receiving bills on any particular
day of the month.

A newer generation of smart
meters are being phased in.
They’re capable of two-way
communication. With smart
meters, and appropriate utility

much energy has been used since
the last bill and a close estimate
of the current amount due.
About 20 years ago, indepen-
dent studies in Newfoundland
and Arizona found that consum-
ers trained to use an in-house
monitor permanently reduced
their energy use by as much
as 7% simply by changing the
way they used energy once they
tracked specific appliances costs.
Additional innovations are
underway. Some utilities are
experimenting with smart rates,
which allow the meter commu-
nication circuit to automate the
process of reducing consumer
bills by enabling consumers to
turn on appliances like water
heaters preferentially during the
hours when electric costs are
lowest. Electric vehicle charging
and whole-house batteries can
also reduce consumer bills when
appropriate rates and smart me-
ters are available.
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OBITUARY

Merlin James “Jim” Hanson
April 17, 1936 - August 23,
2023
Merlin James “Jim” Hanson,

87, died peacefully on Aug. 23,
2023 from complications of con-
gestive heart failure surrounded
by his wife Margaret (Midge)
and daughters Brit, Laura and
Kari.

Jim was born in McGregor,
N.D., the sixth-born child of
Minnie and Erwin Hanson. His
life journey included the roles of
Lincoln Lynx, UW Husky; U.S.
Army officer; and insurance man.
Jim was a member of the 101
Club, found golf late in life at the
Skagit Golf Club; an adventurous
salmon fisherman and boater;
and an avid fan of all sports
played by daughters, grandkids,
Storm, Seahawks and Mariners
but especially his Huskies. As a
father of three girls, he became
an enthusiastic supporter of
women’s athletics, both Husky
and pro. Sadly, he never got to
meet his idol, Sue Bird.

The family moved to Seattle in
1944. His first job was a paper-
boy in Fremont. He graduated
from Lincoln High School in
1954 and went on to attend the
UW, where he was a member of
Theta Chi fraternity; he graduat-
ed from the UW in 1958. After
college, Jim served in the U.S.
Army as a training officer in New
Jersey. He made a few months’
salary betting on the Huskies in
the Rose Bowl against Minne-
sota.

After military service, Jim
returned to Seattle and began
a career in the insurance busi-

ness. After a few years he met
his soon-to-be wife, Margaret
Citron. They moved to northwest
Seattle and raised three girls,
Brit, Laura and Kari. This was
the beginning of many years

of family adventures boating,
fishing, crabbing and camping
throughout the Salish Sea.

It was through boating that Jim
and Midge found their sum-
mer home in Shelter Bay. This
became the jumping off point for
those adventures, and their home
after Jim’s retirement. Jim loved
his home in the trees next to the
Rainbow Bridge, right on the La
Conner Channel.

In retirement, Jim and Midge
spent many Novembers in
Arizona with his brother, Erwin,
and the dreary days of January
and February in Cabo with a
crew of friends and family.

He was known by many names
to those who knew and loved
him: Jaime, El Presidente, Jefe,
Papa, Hot Pad, HP, Jim and
James (when Midge was mad).

Jim was preceded in death by
both parents; brothers Oliver of
Seattle and Erwin of McGregor,
N.D.; and sisters Pearl Bjodstrup
of Edmonds, Fern Barkley of Gig
Harbor, and Elene Duncan of
Sequim.

He is survived by his wife,
Midge; daughters Brit (Doug
Kramer), and their children
Megan, Douglas and Tara;

Laura (Rowland Morgan), and
their children Owen and Jane;
and Kari (Jeff Belevender), and
their sons Jaxon and Kevon. In
addition, he is survived by his
sister-in-law Janice Hanson of
McGregor, N.D., and Sun City,
Avriz., and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Family and friends are invited
to celebrate his life on Saturday,
Sept.16, 1- 3:30 p.m., at the
Skagit County Golf Club and
to sign his online guestbook at:
www.kernfuneralhome.com/obit-
uaries/Merlin-James Hanson?o-
bld=28825979#/obituaryInfo.

Flowers are welcome, and
other contributions can be sent
to the Wounded Warrior Project:
https://support.woundedwarrior-
project.org/.

Larsen brings congressional
committee to Port airport

Four members of the U.S.
House of Representatives visited
the Port of Skagit Aug. 8 to learn
more about Skagit Regional
Airport and projects supported by
federal grant dollars.

Representative Rick Larsen
(D-Everett) coordinated the visit,
which included four members
of the House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee and sev-
eral staff. Rep. Larsen, as ranking
member of the committee, was
joined by Committee Chairman
Sam Graves of Missouri, Rep.
Julia Brownley and Rep. Mark
Desaulnier, both of California.

The visit to Skagit Regional
Airport was an excellent op-
portunity to highlight the Port
of Skagit’s success in utilizing
federal dollars, primarily grant
funding from the Federal Aviation
Administration. These funded
airport improvements and in turn
have served as a catalyst for busi-
ness growth and private devel-
opment on the airport. The Port

Emergency
preparedness
fair on Sept. 9

Emergency preparedness is se-
rious stuff. One need only look at
this summer’s headlines, from ac-
counts of wildland fires on Maui
to hurricane activity in Florida.

Bracing for the “big one” or
getting ready to deal with tsuna-
mis doesn’t have to be entirely
grim.

A case in point is the disaster
preparedness fair Saturday, 11
a.m.-3 p.m. at John K. Bob Ball
Park on Swinomish Reservation.

The Sept. 9 event will blend
emergency training and demon-
strations with food, raffles and
giveaways.

In addition, Fire District 13,
which serves Swinomish and
rural La Conner, will coordinate
emergency management events
this fall, including annual Great
ShakeOut drills on Oct. 19
addressing earthquake readiness.

of Skagit has received more than
$38-million from the FAA since
2009 for airport capital projects.
This significant public investment
has been matched nearly dollar
for dollar with private investment
in recent years, with more than
$40-million in private develop-
ment on the airfield.

Key to the airport’s success is
support from the community and
local government..

“We wish to thank
Representative Larsen and the
federal delegation for their
continued support of Skagit
Regional Airport,” Port of Skagit
Executive Director Sara Young
said.

La Conner Landing
Marine Services
541 North 3rd Street, La Conner, WA

HOMES ABOVE FOR SALE — Last month this sign went up at Maple Avenue and Hill Street for the two
homes under construction in what is being marketed as the La Conner Heights development. The list price is
in the $1.4 million range for the four- and five-bedroom houses.

July Skagit home sales down slightly

By Ken Stern

The median price of the 126
homes that closed in Skagit
County in July was $545,000,
slightly down in the five months
since March. Anacortes home
prices continue to influence
values county wide. The me-
dian sold home price in that
market was down considerably
from June and July 2022, over
$100,000 and $150,000 respec-
tively.

Nine of the 10 homes sold in
the La Conner market were in
Shelter Bay or on the Fidalgo
peninsula. Homes are generally
selling at or within 10% of the
list price, either above or below,
each dependent, typically, on the
condition of the structure and the
lot size.

The highest priced home
was on Cowichan Place. The

5,716-square-foot home on a
half-acre lot sold for $893,000
while a 1,445-square-foot

home on Cowlitz Place on a
9,000-square-foot lot went for
$312,500. The one address in La
Conner proper, on Center Street,
a 1905, 1,560-square-foot home,
sold for $590,000, near the list
price.

The 39 homes that closed in
Mount Vernon had a median
price of $578,000, $33,000 above
the countywide median July sales
price and $28,000 higher than the
market’s June sold home prices

The 11 homes sold in
Burlington is eight fewer than the
19 sold in June. The $539,000
median home price was down
$40,000 from last month and
$25,000 from last year.

Median sold home prices in the
upriver markets of Sedro-Woolly,
Concrete and Lyman/Hamilton

Shellfish toxins close all
Skagit beaches to harvesting

Unsafe levels of paralytic
shellfish poisoning toxins have
prompted the Washington
Department of Health to close
all beaches in Skagit County to
recreational harvesting of all
species of shellfish.

This includes clams, geoduck,
oysters, mussels, scallops and
other invertebrates such as the
moon snail. Crab meat is not
affected, but “crab butter” and
crab entrails can harbor biotoxins
and should be discarded during
PSP advisories. PSP and other
naturally occurring biotoxins
are not destroyed by cooking or
freezing. Algae that contain the
toxins cannot be seen and must
be detected by laboratory testing.

Continued sampling will
determine when closures will be
lifted, and the public will be noti-
fied when there is an update.

Paralytic shellfish poisoning
can cause severe illness and
death. Early symptoms of PSP
can set in within 30 minutes of

HIRING PART TIME POSITIONS

Winter 5 days/week 9 - 3
Summer 7 days/week 8 - 6
PART TIME: Dock Manager/
Cashier & Dock Assistants
Great easy fun job working /
flexible hours, good pay

Tim 360.941.2777
Ronaye 360.202.0417

H

.%al{

Oplions for every home and bwdget’ _
360.424.8455

WEHISHIN

&

e Desks ® Lamps

e Garden Art ® Wooden Toys  www.nwff.com

e Stylus Sofas and Loveseats nwfinefurnishings@gmail.com

¢ Collectible Wooden Bowls g[bl, by our showreom lbdag/

* PNW-Themed Gifts 919 Riverside Dr., Mount Vernon, WA
B * EndTables ¢ And More! Mon thru Sat, 9:30a-5:30p

Home Loans Made Simple

Jessica Nguyen

Peoples Bank

Skagit County Home Loan Specialist
Specializing in Shelter Bay lending

Office: (360) 848-7211 | Cell: (360) 420-4192
peoplesbank-wa.com/jessica

=

shellfish consumption.

Questions, contact Samantha
Russell,srussell@co.skagit.
wa.us; 360 416-1500.

Beach closure information:
Marine Biotoxin Hotline: 800-
562-5632 or Shellfish Safety
Map: fortress.wa.gov/doh/bio-
toxin/biotoxin.html.

Source: Skagit County Public
Health

On-site Crematorium
Burial Services

r EMZS

Finenal Chapel & On-site Crematow
~~— =

360-293-3311
1105 32nd Street, Anacortes
k- www.EvansChapel.com P

— Photo by Ken Stern

are $80,000 to $120,000 below
the other markets.

Countywide, the median sold
home has moved generally
upward in 2023 with many fewer
homes on the market on a month-
ly basis than 2022.

Countywide, the months of in-
ventory is under 60 days, though
it is about 75 days in Anacortes
and La Conner. That estimates
the days to sell all homes if no
new properties came on the
market.

Data are from the Kirkland-
based Northwest Multiple
Listing Service and Don Elliott,
managing broker, Coldwell
Banker Bain Real Estate.
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FUNERAL
HOME

RECEPTION ROOM
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY
MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”

Memorial Markers
Prearrangements
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Dump Trucking

ARNEST1044BW
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% Rockery Rock ¢ Rip Rap

Crush Rock ¢ Grading ¢ Pit Run
360-424-0258
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JL's Contracting Solutions

Home renaovations - remodels - flooring - drywall - decks

door/window replacement - siding - interior/exterior painting
big and small jobs

E

Who is eligible for a tax credit?

¢ Lived in Washington a minimum of 183 days.

e Are at least 25 and under 65 years of age OR
have a qualifying child in 2022.

¢ Filed a 2022 federal tax return with a SSN or
ITIN.

¢ Low to moderate income families who meet
the income thresholds.

You can apply online, by paper, or
through a tax preparer company.

Puede solicitarlo por Internet, en
papel o a través de una empresa de
preparacion de impuestos.

FIND OUT MORE | OBTENGA MAS INFORMACION

[=] :E.E, {. (360) 763-7300
community  Uepaniment of
= @ workingFamiliesCreditwa.gov éﬂction Re\‘:___:.

A NEW TAX CREDIT FOR WASHINGTON WORKERS
UN NUEVO PAGO PARA TRABAJADORES DE WASHINGTON

¢Quién es elegible para recibir un pago?

¢ Haber vivido en Washington durante
183 dias como minimo

¢ Tener entre 25y 65 afios o tener un hijo
que cumpla con los requisitos en 2022

¢ Haber presentado una declaracion de
impuestos federales en 2022 usando un
SSN or ITIN

e Cumplir con los limites de ingresos

Annual Income Maximum

Ingresos Anuales

Number of

Children refund

Ndimero de Pago

Married
Casado(a)

hijos Single
Soltero(a)

mdximo

0 $16,480 $22,610 $300

1 $43,492 $49,622 $600

2 $49,399 $55,529 $900

3+ $53,057 $59,187 $1,200
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Ashiey Watkins promoted to head of Cougar grid operations

By Bill Reynolds

The vibe coming out of the
Pac-12 Conference this summer
couldn’t have been more grim.

But a La Conner High School
alum is providing a rare bit of
good news, especially in her
hometown, ahead of what will be
the final year of the Conference
of Champions as it is known.

Ashley Watkins, a 2017 La
Conner grad, has been elevated
to director of football operations
at Washington State University,
the youngest sports administrator
to serve in that capacity within
the Pac-12.

Her promotion was confirmed
earlier this year when WSU
head football coach Jake Dickert
announced 2023 Cougar football
and support staff assignments.

“I look forward to developing
a connected staff to build the
foundation of championship
football here at WSU,” Dickert
said then.

While the football team is
coming off a 6-3 conference
finish a year ago, the program’s
future athletics alliance is un-
certain following decisions by
eight other schools — including
the University of Washington
— to leave the Pac-12 in 2024
for more lucrative TV revenue
opportunities.

The commissioner of the
Mountain West Conference told
WSU’s athletics advisory com-

ASHLEY WATKINS

mittee last week that the Cougars
would be welcomed “with open
arms” into that league, which
features several schools that, like
Washington State, are land-grant
institutions.

In the meantime, Watkins
is focused on the 2023 grid
campaign, which opened
Saturday with a 50-24 win at
Colorado State. The Cougars
host Wisconsin of the Big-10
in a key non-conference test at
Martin Stadium Saturday.

Watkins is ideally suited to
tackle her present duties. She
served nearly two years as
WSU’s assistant director of foot-
ball operations. That followed a
stint as a lead official of intra-
mural programs, where Watkins
majored dually in sport manage-
ment and business and hospitali-
ty business management.

In addition to her work
with intramurals, Watkins

was also actively involved

in the university’s athletics
marketing and promotions and
as an operations assistant with
the Pac-12 Network while an
undergraduate.

Watkins distinguished herself
as a student and athlete at La
Conner, earning an associate
of arts degree at Skagit Valley
College with her high school
diploma.

She earned varsity letters
in four sports — volleyball,
basketball, softball and track-
and-field — and garnered several
individual awards and was
named the Skagit Valley region’s
high school volleyball player of
the year in 2016-2017, the same
season in which she received
NW?2B Volleyball Most Valuable
Player recognition. She was also
tabbed in 2016 as a Washington
Interscholastic Activities
Association Player of the Week.

Retired La Conner Schools
administrator Peg Seeling, who
coached Watkins in softball, isn’t
surprised by her success as an
emerging leader in intercollegiate
athletics.

“I really enjoyed coaching
Ashley,” Seeling told the Weekly
News, “because not only was she
an amazing athlete, she was also
a great leader. I’m thrilled that
she has chosen to work in the
athletic realm.”

ONLINE GO TO:

www.laconnerweeklynews.com
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with digital invoicing

Send your email address to
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Skagit Valley

Farmers Market

Sundays 10-2
through October

U-Pick Blueberries
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Christianson’s Nursery
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon, WA

ChristiansonsNursery.com
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Students and new staff enjoy
robust welcome back to school

By Bill Reynolds

After slogging through a spring and summer beset with budget
woes, La Conner Schools officials and staff shifted gears last week
to focus on what they do best — create priceless memories for local
students and families.

The 2023-2024 year launched with a soft-start half-week of instruc-
tion beginning with Aug. 29 Braves Day orientation activities.

Building principals Heather Fakkema-Hovde and Christine Tripp
said Braves Day, which provided a relaxed atmosphere for students
to meet teachers and advisors, obtain class schedules, pose for photos
and complete related first-day tasks, went exceptionally well despite
being moved indoors due to rain.

“I thought it was a fantastic day,” said Fakkema-Hovde of the ele-
mentary school. “We had a really good turnout. About every family
came. | know our teachers appreciated connecting with our families
in a low-stress environment and it helped our kids feel more comfort-
able. So, it was a really good day.”

Starting classes ahead of Labor Day weekend rather than the day
after also had its advantages, Fakkema-Hovde believes.

“I think it helped everybody build up their stamina after summer
vacation,” she said, “and the kids have responded really well to being
back in school.”

“The best feedback we’ve had on Braves Day has come from our
teachers,” Tripp, principal of the middle and high school, told the
Weekly News. “Our staff has said they really liked making con-
nections with students in a relaxed format prior to the first day of
classes.”

It was the same for new staff, some of whom will fill part-time
roles, as the district copes with reduced state and federal funding due
to declining enrollment and loss of COVID-19 pandemic monies.

Elementary students greeted music teacher Karen Rentko, who will
be on campus mornings Monday through Friday.

“We’re very excited about her,” Fakkema-Hovde said. She’s been
a music educator for over 20 years. She brings a lot of experience
in vocal and instrumental instruction. So, she’s been able to hit the
ground running.” Rentko formerly taught in the Marysville district. “

Eric Crinklaw succeeds retired longtime middle and high school
counselor Lori Buher. Crinklaw’s previous assignment was at Bonney
Lake in Pierce County, but he hails from Friday Harbor.

“He has an NW2B background,” Tripp said, “so he’s a good fit for
us.”

Aaron Gruber arrives from Arizona. He will teach physical educa-
tion, taking the teaching position vacated by C.J. Woods.

“We’re glad to have him,” Tripp said. “He has a passion for physi-
cal education and a passion to help others. One of the things he’ll do
is help students develop lifetime fitness plans.”

Julia Johnson will serve as a part-time math teacher, focusing on
statistics, business math and algebra.

“She taught in Kent a long time and has a strong math back-
ground,” Tripp said.

Johnson’s math colleague will be Dan Hansen, who has taught here
previously and will carry a diverse workload teaching pre-calculus,
geometry and algebra, plus serving as yearbook advisor.

“We’re happy to have him back because he can do so many things,”
said Tripp.

Juliene Wall, who has substitute taught in the district, joins the
faculty as the high school’s special education teacher.

“We’re glad to have her here at the secondary level,” Tripp said,
“and she’s doing great.”

Sheena Jones moves over from the elementary level, where she was
a para-educator, to succeed the retired Juli Olson as the secondary
office and administrative assistant.

“She has a great personality and knows the kids and families,” said

Tripp.

Celebrate the food farming & fishing
communltles ofthe beautzful Skagzt Valley
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Mmlature donkeys raised as compamon animals

By Mel Damski

When you drive around Skagit
County, you see lots of animals:
horses, cows, goats and more.
One small farm on Best Road
that immediately caught my
attention has a sign stating JF
Miniature Donkeys.

The owners are Julie and Todd
Jones and they gave me a tour
of the property that enabled me
to interact with many of the
donkeys, who it turns out are
very friendly, much more like pet
dogs than horses or cows.

My question as a reporter
was, “What do you do with all
of these donkeys?” The answer
was very, very heartwarming.
These animals are mostly sold to
families to create companionship
for their challenged children.
They are good companions from
the time they are born.

The Jones met on horseback
and share a common love of an-
imals. They drove past a donkey
farm in the late 1990s and since
then have become the owners of

the largest number of miniature
donkeys in the Northwest.

When Julie Jones led me
through the property, almost
all of the donkeys approached
me looking to make contact.
| rubbed their necks and their
backs as | do with my golden
retrievers and they thoroughly
enjoyed the attention. Unlike my
golden retrievers, who hopefully
live to be 14 years old, these
donkeys have a life expectancy
of 35 to 40 years.

The Jones were inspired by
the Thurston County Juvenile
Center, which hosts children with
social challenges and disciplinary
issues. Miniature donkeys were
the perfect companions for kids
with challenges. Animals were
imported from Sudan and Sardin-
ia starting in the 1920s.

Because of their size and affa-
bility, they were perfect matches
for children of all sizes.

The donkeys are handy starting
at a very young age, and they are
led on ropes when they are just
a few weeks old. They pick up

where they left off in ongoing
training sessions and they are
much more social than horses,
really enjoying their interaction
with humans, especially young
kids.

Lauren Waite, who raises
moose and reindeer in Alaska,
looked for the best miniature
donkeys to adopt for several
years and finally heard good
things about the JF Ranch and
adopted two in 2022, Yukon in
January and Yeti in October.
They were quick learners and are
able to hop in and out of trailers
and they are totally comfortable
having people pet and brush
them.

Waite said, “I love them,”
emphasizing “love,” and she is
very grateful to have them as
companions.

If you have needy kids in
need of companions in your
family or you just want to enjoy
some wonderful companionship
yourselves, stop by JF Miniature
Donkeys on Best Road and say
hello.

GENTLE AS A LAMB — Julie and Todd Jones raise miniature donkeys
on their Best Road farm. Their size and affability make them perfect
matches for children who need calming support.

— Photo by Mel Damski

‘Re Building’
celebrates
MoNA's
permanent
collection

The Museum of Northwest
Art’s permanent collection takes
center stage in the exhibit “Re
Building: Celebrating the Role
of the Permanent Collection in
Building Up MoNA’s Signifi-
cance, Past and Present.” That
mouthful of a title identifies
the 40 year commitment to
“building up and cementing
the reputation of the institution
as a remarkable repository of
the modern and contemporary
trajectory of Northwest art” as
the website states.

Through September visitors
can view a sampling of over
2,400 artworks ranging across
all media and spanning from
the early 1900s to the present.
The “core of the collection is
the seminal work of the ‘Big
Four:” Guy Anderson, Kenneth
Callahan, Morris Graves and
Mark Tobey, who, inspired by
the landscape and unique quality
of the light of the Skagit Valley,
between the 1930s-1950s creat-
ed works of lyrical beauty — as
well as the work of a cadre of
younger artists who felt (their)
mystique,” the exhibit summary
notes.

The directors who made the
collection possible through
acquisitions and curating, Art
Hupy at the founding and then
Susan Parke, are also heralded.

The exhibit summary notes
that collecting priorities the last
15 years have been influenced
by factors from world events to
our evolving cultural and social
values due to the accelerating
interconnectedness between the
regional art scenes and global
realities.”

See for yourself. The galler-
ies are open daily. Information:
monamuseum.org.

Source: MoNA

GOT
NEwWs?

Email:
editor@laconnernews.com
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FRESH, LIVE
LOCALLY
GROWN OYSTERS

Available DAILY from the
Chevron Market at the
Casino:12939 Casino Dr.,
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6
from our Retail Store:
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP
www.swinomishshellfishcompany.com

La Conner pioneer reached labor’s pinnacle

By Bill Reynolds

Another day, another dollar.

More than a familiar lament,
it was truly a way of life for one
of La Conner’s more famous — or
infamous, depending on your
political leanings — native sons.

Hulet M. Wells, born in 1878
on a farm near town, toiled in
hayfields as a young man for a
buck a day.

He also worked variously as
a railway section hand, postal
worker, street paver, logger,
miner and shingle weaver.

And that’s just to name a few.
But his eventual calling was
that of a labor activist, a role that
led Wells in 1912 to run for may-
or of Seattle. His name appeared

on the ballot in that crossroads
election beneath Socialist Party
standard bearer Eugene V. Debs,
who made four bids for the
White House.

The 1912 presidential race also
featured the political comeback
of Theodore Roosevelt, run-
ning on the Progressive, or Bull
Moose, ticket. Roosevelt’s cam-
paign would siphon votes from
Republican incumbent William
Howard Taft and hand the elec-
tion to Woodrow Wilson.

That would have dire conse-
quences for Wells.

When Wilson committed the
U.S. to World War I, both Wells
and Debs were jailed for their
opposition to American entry

into the conflict.

Wilson’s stance was effective-
ly spelled out by George Kreel,
who during the war chaired the
U.S. Committee on Public Infor-
mation, a public relations — some
might term it propaganda — arm
of the government.

Facing a prison term to be
split between McNeil Island and
Leavenworth, Wells responded
with his trademark wit and wry
humor in “Wilson and the Issues
of Today,” a tract he penned in
1918.

“George (Kreel) received a
good political job for writing
the First Volume (“Wilson and
the Issues™),” Wells noted, “and
I have already had a federal
position tendered me, where |
will be able to serve my country
and I may soon don the uniform
—which is furnished free to all
inmates.”

By that point in his life, having
just turned 40, Wells had already
established himself as a leading
voice for labor in the Pacific
Northwest. He studied law at the
University of Washington then
drew national attention when he
tried to unionize fellow Seattle
postal workers.

U.S. Postmaster General Frank
Hitchcock fired Wells for his
efforts.

Wells earned the enmity of
powerful Seattle Times publisher
Alden Blethen, especially after
a 1911 May Day parade became

CLASSIFIEDS

To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third),
call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
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lincolntheatre.org
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e WEEKEND BISCUITS

110 NORTH 15T ST.
(CORNER OF CENTRE & 15T)

ORDER ONLINE: WAYFINDERMARKET.COM

particularly rowdy.

Arguably the public face of
socialism in Seattle prior to his
imprisonment, Wells drifted even
further left following his release,
embracing tenets of communism.
He rebuked those who derided
the radical International Workers
of the World when they lam-
pooned I.W.W. as standing for “I
Won’t Work.”

Wells, who had held a host of
jobs over the course of his life,
pointedly chose “I Wanted to
Work” as the title for his autobi-
ography.

Wells had grown up working
and working hard, at that. His
parents, Hiram and Alfreda
Wells, from eastern Canada, built
a cabin and homesteaded outside
La Conner, growing oats and
barley, plus hay for silage.

Young Wells floated between
family concerns in British
Columbia and La Conner before

joining the Klondike Gold Rush
in Alaska.

He is said to have lingered
in the Yukon trying to pay off
gambling debts. But his biggest
gamble likely was enlisting in
labor activism when it was hard-
ly fashionable and sometimes
dangerous.

Wells would rise to preside
over the Seattle Central Labor
Council, a wing of the Samuel
Gompers-led American
Federation of Labor.

In the 1920s and 1930s Wells
continued to lecture on behalf
of labor, ultimately founding the
Unemployed Citizens League of
Seattle.

Rarely at a loss for words,
Wells was the acknowledged
spokesman for Washington
state’s free speech movement in
the early 20th century.

He was silenced only by death,
in 1970, at age 91.

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY ¢ BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
HAND-DIPPED FISH & CHIPS ON THURSDAYS

FRIDAY - SUNDAY: We have delicious burgers
featuring Mesman’s organic beef

19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon
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Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill
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Tom Robbins

By Nancy Crowell

La Conner showed its colors Saturday with a joyous
celebration of famed local author Tom Robbins,
named King for a Day and hailed by fans as he and
wife Alexa led a parade down First Street perched
atop the vintage La Conner fire truck. In a nod to
his bestselling novels, fans showed up in outrageous
costumes, the most popular of which were nods to
Sissy, the hitchhiking model of “Even Cowgirls Get
the Blues”

The day was a celebration of imagination and cre-
ativity in all its forms. Favorite Robbins’ quotes were
scrawled on the sidewalks, appeared on posters in
shop windows and shared on signs held up during the
parade. Raffle tickets were sold to benefit a planned

KIng ior a day, la Conner celebrates Tom Robbins

There are only two
mantras, yum ond yuck
Mine is yum.

children’s arts program at La Conner Swinomish
Library.

A Spam carving competition attracted, among
others, the likes of professional sculptors Peregrine
O’Gormley, master Swinomish carver Kevin Paul and
art teacher and designer of whimsical whirligigs Chris
Theiss. A costume competition awarded the outra-
geous and the original. And fans traveled from as far
and wide as Ireland, New York and Indiana to get a
glimpse of and honor their favorite author.

It was as if the spirit of La Conner past, when the
town was a rougher, untamed mix of hippies, art-
ists, poets, oddballs and travelers, rose once again to
declare its individuality — something Robbins himself
emphatically believes everyone should embrace.

Hail to the King.

Photos by

— Nancy Crowell
— Madoc Hiller
— Ken Stern

— Sarah Walls
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Lawsuit filed to derail Dayton Librar

By Courtney Flatt
Northwest News Network

On Nov. 7, some voters will
decide whether to dissolve the
Columbia County Library in Day-
ton, Washington. If they choose to
do so, librarians said it would be
the first time in the country that a
public library is dissolved follow-
ing a book challenge. Everything in
the building would go to the State
Library, and the building would
return to the City of Dayton.

A lawsuit is calling a
ballot measure to dissolve a
southeastern Washington library
unconstitutional. The complaint
aims to keep the measure off the
November ballot.

It all started a little more than a
ear ago after some people called
books in the Columbia County Ru-
ral Library District “pornographic”
and “obscene.” Initially, they asked

to take out or move 11 books.

When that didn’t happen, they
asked for the entire young adult
section to be merged with the adult
section.

The public library, based in Day-
ton, is the only library in the coun-
ty. If the ballot measure succeeds,
librarians said this would be the
first time in the nation that a library
would be dissolved following book
challenges.

Seth Murdock, who isn’t in-
volved in the lawsuit, told North-
west News Network that he felt
the library board should use more
discretion when they bought or
shelved books.

He said he objected to the
“graphic sexual content” in
certain books on display at a
publicly-funded library, including
“What’s the T?” by Juno Dawson.

“It felt like | was paying for
something that | found completely
wrong,” he said.

But others in town are pushing to

keep the library intaCt. That’s why
the local political action commit-
tee, Neighbors United for Progress,
as well as residents Elise Severe
and Gerald Kaiser decided to sue to
keep Measure 2 off the ballot.

The formal complaint names
Columbia County, the county
auditor’s office, Auditor Will
Hutchens and Elections Director
Cathy Abel, in their official
capacities. It also names Jessica
Ruffcorn, who initially headed up
efforts to dissolve the Columbia
County Rural Library District.

Attorney Ric Jacobs, who
represents the PAC, Severe and
Kaiser, called efforts to dissolve the
rural library district unconstitution-
al. For one thing, he said, not all
active voters in Columbia County
will be allowed to vote.

Right now, only the 1,076 active
voters living in unincorporated
parts of Columbia County can
decide the ballot measure. That

means 1,707 active vo¥s who
live in Dayton, where the library is
built, can’t help decide the fate of
the library.

The ballot measure follows state
rules that guide the dissolution of
arural library district. But, Jacobs
said, when the City of Dayton
annexed the library in 2009, that
meant Dayton became a part of the
district. That’s all mentioned in a
different part of the state rules, he
said.

“Our position is the city is, at
this point, inextricably part of the
district, and city residents whose
tax dollars support the library and
whose library building and proper-
ty are where the library is located
have to be given a right to vote on
its dissolution,” Jacobs said.

The complaint also alleges the
petition to get the measure on the
ballot fraudulently collected signa-
tures — evidence that’s expected to
come out in court documents.

dissolution

Jacobs said he hasn’t found any
evidence that “young children”
ever checked out any of the 11
books that were initially chal-
lenged.

“It’s a two-story library,” Jacobs
said. “The fact that some books
that a handful of people objected
to were merely on the same floor
as the children’s section is a really
important fact.”

At this point, nothing is chang-
ing on the ballot. Hutchens said,
for now, the auditor’s office must
keep the measure as it is. Military
and overseas ballots will go out
Sept. 23. The vote is scheduled for
Nov. 7.

Hutchens said he couldn’t
comment on the pending litigation.
Other defendants didn’t respond to
requests for interviews.

First published Sept 1, 2023.
Copyright 2023 NWPB. Reprinted
with permission. Visit nwpb.org.

Oregon senators who walked off job can’t run for re-election

By Dirk VanderHart, OPB

Republican senators who
alked away from this year’s
legislative session will be barred
from running for re-election next
ear, Secretary of State LaVonne
Griffin-Valade announced Aug. 8.

The conclusion, announced
after months of speculation, might
not be a surprise to voters who
overwhelmingly voted last year to
create consequences for legislative

alkouts via Measure 113.

But the decision drew an imme-
diate promise of a court challenge
from GOP lawmakers, who have
said the measure was so sloppily

orded that they are technically al-
lowed to serve another term before
consequences for a walkout begin.
Ten conservative lawmakers ran
afoul of Measure 113 this year, and
six are up for reelection in 2024.
The majority of those have said
they plan to run.

“We believe the plain lan-
guage of Measure 113 allows for
members to run again in 2024
elections,” said Senate Minority
Leader Tim Knopp, one of the 10
senators who walked. “We dis-
agree with the Secretary of State’s
determination and will challenge it

in court.”

Measure 113 sought to curtail
legislative walkouts that have
become increasingly common by
imposing serious penalties for any
lawmakers who accrue 10 or more
unexcused absences in a single
legislative session. As the mea-
sure was sold to voters, any such
politician would be banned from
running for re-election, or seeking
election in the other chamber, once
their current term expires.

No organized group opposed
the measure, and it sailed through
with more than 68% of the vote.
But Republicans now say that it
received so little scrutiny that a
fatal flaw slipped past voters and
government attorneys alike.

Under language the measure
inserted into the state constitution,
any lawmakers with at least 10
unexcused absences cannot hold
office “for the term following the
election after the member’s current
term is completed.”

Since elections in Oregon are
held before a lawmakers term is
completed — not after — Republi-
cans say the constitution allows
them to serve another term before
penalties take effect.

Democrats, including the attor-

ney who drafted the measure, have
argued that the wording matters
less than what voters intended
when passing the new law. They
point to an explanatory statement,
crafted by the Oregon Department
of Justice, that explicitly told
voters that a “yes” vote would
ensure truant lawmakers can’t hold
their seat for “the term following
the end of the legislator’s current
term.”

Griffin-Valade appears to agree.
Citing advice from the state
DOJ, she’s directed her elections
officials to implement an ad-
ministrative rule clarifying how
Measure 113 works in a manual
for candidates.

“It is clear voters intended Mea-
sure 113 to disqualify legislators
from running for re-election if
they had 10 or more unexcused
absences in a legislative session,”
Griffin-Valade said in a statement.
“My decision honors the voters’
intent by enforcing the measure the
way it was commonly understood
when Oregonians added it to our
state constitution.”

While a statement from the
secretary acknowledges there is
a dispute over wording, she says
courts have found that “the text of

adopted ballot measures must be
interpreted in a way that is consis-
tent with the voters’ intent.”

Advice from DOJ attorneys to
the secretary determined the word-
ing being disputed by Republicans
was included in the ballot measure
to clarify that lawmakers who
accrue more than 10 unexcused
absences “may complete their cur-
rent term, even though the election
occurs before it is over.”

Griffin-Valade’s conclusion will
be tested quickly. Portland attorney
John DiLorenzo, who is represent-
ing conservative lawmakers who
launched the longest walkout in
Oregon history this year, says his
clients are planning to challenge
the new ruling immediately.

Since Griffin-Valade has issued
an administrative rule, DiLorenzo
says, his clients can file a rule
challenge in the Oregon Court
of Appeals, skipping potentially
lengthy proceedings at the lower
circuit court level.

Republican senators recently
received an opinion from elec-
tions officials that they say allows
them to raise money for a court
challenge via a political action
committee established earlier this
year, meaning they can access

For more information, visit swinomi.sh/SwinSportsbook

GAMING | DINING | EVENTS | GOLF | LODGE

1.888.288.8883 | SWINOMISHCASINOANDLODGE.COM

Must be 18 to gamble. Management reserves all rights.

deep-pocketed supporters for un-
limited financial support for their
legal fight. The lawmakers initially
believed the challenge would have
to be crowdfunded — a far less
efficient means of raising money.

Republicans have suggested
that they believe the penalties in
Measure 113 could be ripe for a
challenge on First Amendment
grounds. But the fight over wheth-
er the law is ultimately constitu-
tional will wait for another day,
DilLorenzo said.

“Our most likely course is first
to determine what Measure 113
means” by seeking clarity from the
courts, he said.

One person who agrees with
Griffin-Valade: Gov. Tina Kotek,
who wrangled with a Republican
walkout as House speaker in 2020.

“I think it’s clear what the voters
intended: when people don’t show
up for work that they will be held
accountable,” Kotek said Aug. 8,
adding: “Ultimately I think this
will be decided by the court.”

OPB reporter Lauren Dake
contributed to this report.

This article was originally pub-
lished by Oregon Public Broad-
casting and is republished with
permission.
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Braves Club
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can imagine,” added former
Braves Club Director Marlene
Brenton, now a member of the
administrative team.

School officials were guarded-
ly optimistic through the spring
and summer that this grant
application would be success-
ful. Superintendent Will Nelson
said during the board’s June 12
study session that the district had
contracted with the Northwest
Educational Services District for
assistance for this application
cycle.

Nelson said then that if award-
ed the grant would increase the
scope of the Braves Club to in-
clude more community resources
and partnerships.

“It could be so huge,” said
Andy Wheeler in June. He
reported to board members at
their summer retreat that the
application left nothing to chance
and no detail was spared. Upon
completion, it covered more than
50 pages in length, he said. He
has since retired as the district’s
director of special programs.

The district’s news release
states that the funding increas-
es the capacity to offer a broad
array of academic enrichment
opportunities aligning with K-12
scholastic programs.

“La Conner,” the Sept. 1
release says, “will prioritize
and implement school-based
and community-based activities
that lead to measurable student
growth in reading and math,
increased engagement, increased
well-being and stronger family-
school partnerships through the
after-school Braves Club.”

The 21st Century Community
Learning Center mission has for
more than a decade provided
after-school and expanded
learning programming to
enhance the academic well-being
of Washington state students.

“We’re thrilled to have been se-
lected from among these compet-
itive applicants,” school officials
said in a prepared statement.

The Washington Office
of Superintendent of Public
Instruction contracted with the
American Institutes for Research
to evaluate and support the state-
wide 21st Century Community
Learning Centers program.

The final La Conner Schools
grant award determination later
this month will be based on what
the release terms as “reasonable
and necessary funds to manage
the projects.”

The Braves Club focus is to
provide elementary and middle
school students with a positive,
safe and fun place to be after
school. The program offers
enrichment, extracurricular,
academic, vocational, athletic
and community engagement
opportunities that support the
development and wellness of
each student.

SENIOR CENTER at MAPLE HALL
Tuesdays 9-3
Activities:

Fitness Class, Woodcarving Group,
Creative Writing, Games & Crdfts,
Art Circle, Special Events & More!

Full Schedule:
Town of La Conner
website
Or call/email
360-855-5440
seniorcenter@
townoflaconner.org

Electric atmosphere: Shavers talks clean energy during La Conner visit

By Bill Reynolds

First term state lawmaker
Clyde Shavers (D, Oak Harbor)
brought plenty of energy to a
downtown La Conner appear-
ance last Thursday.

And for the 10th District
Democrat it was a case of
substance matching style.

That’s because Shavers also
brought with him to the 75-min-
ute afternoon stop at Ravens Cup
Coffee & Art Gallery on First
Street a detailed update on clean
energy legislation and policy
measures both in Olympia and
around the country.

His audience, primarily
founders of the La Conner-based
Skagit Valley Clean Energy
Co-Operative, was amped up
over much of the dialogue.

“It was a fun session and a
good opportunity to meet with
him,” Greg Whiting of Ravens
Cup and a Weekly News colum-
nist, said afterward, “and for the
co-op to share what we’re trying
to do here in La Conner and
the Skagit Valley to move these
initiatives forward.”

Speaking without notes,
Shavers addressed specific green
energy bills that have gained sup-
port in the state legislature and
with lawmakers at various levels
elsewhere in the nation.

His message was appropriate
here which, Whiting has noted in
his column, boasts more electric
vehicle charging stations than
fuel pumps.

Shavers opened by noting

that he will soon visit Denmark
to learn about decarbonization
methods employed there.

“They are very good in terms
of environmental protection,”
Shavers said. “My fundamental
philosophy is that we need to
take a holistic approach when it
comes to environmental protec-
tion.”

Shavers wants that approach
used with land use issues, in-
cluding bridging gaps between
farmland preservation and salm-
on restoration. One priority is the
need for a more robust effort to
restore wild salmon runs.

In response to a question from
SVCEC co-founder and town
councilmember Mary Wohleb,
Shavers expressed optimism that
farm and fish interests — through
well-crafted legislation and com-
promise — can coincide and not
be mutually exclusive.

He said it is important that the
farm community be an active
partner in environmental protec-
tion. Shavers spoke in favor of
prohibiting foreign entities from
purchasing western Washington
farmland, something he pursued
legislatively earlier this year.

“Our local farmers protect the
land,” said Shavers, who lament-
ed instances in which foreign
firms grow alfalfa that is shipped
overseas.

“It sucks up our water,” he
complained, adding that “foreign
ownership threatens our state’s
food security and environment”
in addition to its water supplies.

Shavers also pointed to his

Dry August
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The 10.4 inches of rain to date
in 2023 is 7.9 inches below the
century average of 18.2 inches
for Jan.-Aug., 43% below the
year’s century average. Monthly
precipitation has been from 16%
to 70% below normal except
for July, when it was only 8.1%
below the century average.

The average daily maximum
temperature of 74.1 degrees was
1.6 degrees above the century av-
erage. The month’s high of 86.9
degrees Aug. 16 came the fourth

day of temperatures above 83.5
degrees, Aug. 13-17. Six days
were above 80 degrees. Last year
12 days topped 80 degrees.

August’s daily average tem-
perature of 67.7 degrees was
1.4 degrees above the century
average. The month’s daily
minimum of 52.3 degrees was
0.5 degrees above average for
the last 24 years. Two record low
temperatures were set for their
day, 42.8 degrees the 19th and
45.2 degrees the 22nd.

Data measured at the WSU
Mount Vernon Memorial High-
way weather station.

Farm preserved
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The land has been in a rotation
of potatoes, grains and vegetable
crops over the last decade. “It’s
great ground with nice light soil
and high, dry ground,” says John
Thulen who farms the ground.

Its Skagit Silt Loam soil, desig-
nated prime farmland by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, is now
protected from non-agricultural
use. There are no buildings on the
protected land. At least 95 percent
of the acreage is estimated as
farmable ground.

“Our families’ first goal is to
protect the land as farmland,”
says Ring, great-grandson of
Isaac Dunlap, who owns the east
parcel with his wife Berdean. “We
want the land to stay the same
for new generations who come to
grow here.”

In addition to its agricultural
value, the Swinomish Channel
sits west of the land, the Skagit
River is east and the Skagit Bay
and Sullivan Slough to its south,
which provide habitat for count-
less wildlife.

The Ring and Lillquist Farm
property sits adjacent to other
small- and mid-scale farmland
parcels protected by Farmland
Legacy over the last 25 years,

I
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including the 154-acre Jennings
Farm as well as the 173-acre
Dunton farm property protected in
2021. The additional 60 acres of
farmland creates a 700-acre block
of prime protected farmland in La
Conner.

Skagit County Farmland
Legacy Program

The Farmland Legacy Program
is a county-funded initiative that
compensates landowners for plac-
ing a perpetual conservation ease-
ment on their land. Landowners
retain ownership of their land and
continue their farming operations
as usual. The program’s primary
goal is to protect Skagit County’s
vital agricultural productivity and
character.

Nearly 20% of land zoned
Agriculture-Natural Resource
land is protected from non-
agricultural use through County
farmland conservation easements.

Despite strong land-use plan-
ning, Washington state continues
to lose farmland to develop-
ment—nearly 100,000 acres be-
tween 2001 and 2016. Over 50%
of the land lost was considered
the state’s best quality farmland,
according to the American Farm-
land Trust’s recent report.

Information: skagitcounty.net/
farmland; 360 416-1417.

Source: Skagit County
government

.

EMERGIZED BY CONSERVATION SUPPORTERS - State Rep. Clyde

Led- | 4

Shavers (D-Oak Harbor) met with members of the Skagit Valley Clean
Energy Cooprative in La Conner Aug. 31. He wants to advance a green
energy future. They pressed him to do even more.

support for a tax credit for farm-
ers using less toxic, environmen-
tally friendly pesticides.

He addressed at length “green
hydrogen,” a clean energy source
he said creates good-paying jobs.

“It’s a clean, alternative ener-
gy,” said Shavers, “but there are
some challenges, mostly having
to do with storage.”

Shavers shifted from energy
and land use topics to summa-
rize his advocacy on behalf of
veterans, education, affordable
housing, voting rights expansion,
and services for the homeless
before opening the floor to ques-
tions and comments.

Resident Bob Raymond
suggested opportunities remain
for the legislature to enhance
recycling efforts, reinforcing
areas where the private sector
has lagged. Resident Joan Cross
raised the prospect of adopting
ranked voting which is used in
Alaska and allows voters to rate
candidates by preference.

— Photo by Bill Reynolds

“There would be challenges
to implementing ranked voting,”
Shavers acknowledged, “but
it would encourage moderate
voices.”

Cross also asked about legis-
lative solutions to provide relief
for community newspapers,
whose traditional business model
based on advertising revenue has
struggled with the rise of social
media and other digital outlets.

Shavers said Washington
lawmakers have supported tax
breaks for local journalism, the
loss of which has created news
deserts — particularly in rural
areas — across America.

Whiting said Shavers’ local
visit should prove valuable as
time goes on.

“He invited the co-op to stay
in touch,” said Whiting, “and
follow up with concepts and op-
portunities that give the co-op an
ability to work with the state and
build community relationships.”

CLASSIFIEDS

To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third),
call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS

NELL THORN

WATERFRONT BISTRO & BAR
OPEN 7 DAYS AND 7 NIGHTS

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

nellthorn.com

Aerospace Manufacturing
Marine Manufacturing
Value-added Agriculture
Broadband Infrastructure
Economic Development
General Manufacturing
Business Aviation
Outdoor Recreation

And so much more.....

% Port of Skagit

Good Jobs for the Skagit Valley

www.portofskagit.com

| 360-757-0011

DREAMING OF WATERFRONT?

All one level

3 bedrooms | 2 Bathrooms

2670 sq ft
100' beachfront

Views overlooking Kiket Bay from Lone Tree Point,
Hope Island to Similk Bay

Spacious primary ensuite with 18' closet + cedar planked primary bath

Vertical fir custom kitchen cabinetry
Bertolozzi 36" - 6 burner Stove

Den + Library with floor to ceiling custom bookcases

23' covered deck space

15770 SNEE OOSH ROAD

LA CONNER, WA

NWMLS #2078193

LISTED BY KRISTINE STUL'TZ
360-708-9967

RE/MAY
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La Conner Town
Council meeting
agenda, Sept. 12

The La Conner Town
Council will meet at 6
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 12, in
Upper Maple Center at 104
Commercial St.

Call to Order
Pledge of Allegiance

Public Comments (Limit:
3 minutes per person)

Presentations

Consent Agenda

« Consent agenda (Ap-
proved without objection
5/0)

 Approval of the minutes:
Aug. 22, 2023

* Finance:

 Approval of accounts
payable.

 Approval payroll

e Items removed from the
consent agenda

— Weekly SUDOKU —
Answer

Reports

» Chamber report

» Revenue /expenditure
report

» Department head reports

» Mayor’s report

» Council committee
reports

Unfinished Business:

» Center Street project —
discussion

» Jenson Property — dis-
cussion

 Strategic plan

New Business

« WWTP award

» Ordinance — Newspaper
Box

» Approval to purchase
ecology blocks

» Approval to purchase
sandbags

» Approval to purchase
pumps

Mayor Roundtable

Executive Session
There may be an execu-
tive session immediately
preceding or following the
meeting as allowed by
RCW 42.30.110 and as
announced by the presid-
ing officer.

This meeting will

9/4|5|1|6|8]|3|2|7| berecordedon Zoom.
1|l2|713l5|9lals!|s Meeting 1D: 899 7790
3lelelal2]|7]1]9]s 0631. Passcode: 691985.
2(9]1]6|7|3|8|5|a| Joinonlineathttps:/
7lelslslal2lol1|3| Phaudowud-online.zoom.

us/j/89977900631?p-
S Wd=OWNLUEZXYXAZT-
silal7sls23 19 VRveXE2ZVI5WXINdz09

or call 253-215-8782 with
S|3[9f2]1]a]e[7]|8 a mobile phone.

Super Crossword
Answers
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Bl AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY I

E

(360) 466-0474

(1 L LINGHA g :

~ MonDAY-FRIDAY 8:30-5:30
SATURDAY 9-1

D ® GRAPHIC DESIGN

POSTAL and » OFFICE SUPPLIES

* PRINTING

BUSINESS CENTER 'Sulppmc

* PO BOXEs

TILLINGHASTPOSTAL.COM @ * NOTARY PUBLIC

®* AND MORE!

521 MoRis ST, LA CONNER, WA 98257

LA CONNER MARINA

Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park

Office: 613 N. 2nd St.,
360-466-3118

www.portofskagit.com

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

360-336-3496

Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA

CLASSIFIEDS

Clussified ads now in print and online * same low price
Submit your ad by Sunday noon for next issue publishing * laconnerweeklynews.com/ classifiedads or 360-466-3315

WANTED: La Conner
apartment rental wanted by a
mature, able-bodied veteran with
excellent local references. 360-
421-2423

APARTMENT FOR RENT: On
First St., channel view, center
of town. Ideal for retirement, 1
bedroom over the Red Door.
$2,500 a month. 206-669-2447 or
360-708-6495

JO’S HEALING HANDS. Time
for a massage. Call Jo's Healing
Hands for an appointment. 360-
708-2022.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE
with a $325 classified listing or
$1,600 for a display ad. Call this
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for
detalils.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
CHARITY. Receive maximum
value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions
accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details, 855-635-4229.

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER!
LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-888-360-1582.

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES today with a
GENERAC home standby
generator. $0 money down +
low monthly payment options.
Request a FREE Quote. Call now
before the next power outage:
1-888-674-7053.

LEGAL NOTICES

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY
OF SNOHOMISH
The Estate of Joshua E.
MARQUEZ,
Deceased,

Cathy MARQUEZ,
Petitioner
NO. 23-4-01042-31
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
TO: ALL CREDITORS OF
THE DECEDENT
YOU AND EACH OF YOU
TAKE NOTE that the Per-
sonal Representative named
below has been appointed as
Personal Representative of
this Estate. Any person hav-
ing a claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the
claim would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim
in the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving
on or mailing to the Personal
Representative or the Person-
al Representative’s attorney
at the address stated below a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim with
the Court. The claim must be
presented within the later of:
(1) Thirty days after the Per-
sonal Representative served
or mailed the notice to the
creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and nonprobate assets.

Date of First Publication Au-
gust 23, 2023

Personal Representative:
Cathy MARQUEZ

Address for Mailing or Ser-
vice: JOSEPH D. BOWEN
ATTORNEY AT LAW, 401
South Second Street, Mount
Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, Aug. 23, 30,
Sept. 6, 2023.

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON FOR KING

COUNTY
In Re the Estate of
LEONNAJ. GRAY,
Deceased.

NO. 23-4-04266-0 SEA
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
The personal representa-
tive named below has been
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate. Any
person having a claim against
the decedent must, before the
claim would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim
in the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070, by serving
on or mailing to the personal
representative or the person-
al representative’s attorney
at the address stated below a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim with
the court. The claim must be
presented within the later of:
() Thirty days after the per-
sonal representative served
or mailed the notice to the
creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication: Au-

gust 23, 2023.
Personal Representative:
Brenda D.R. Warner
Attorneys for Personal Rep-

resentative;. OSTREM LAW,
PLLC

Address for Mailing or Ser-
vice: 8905 Roosevelt Way NE,
Seattle, WA 98115

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, Aug. 23, 30,
Sept. 6, 2023.

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 23-4-00426-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

In the Matter of the Estate of
Steven J. Hill, Deceased
The personal representative
named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate. Any person
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the
claim would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim
in the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving
on or mailing to the personal
representative or the personal
representative’s attorney at the
address stated below, a copy of
the claim and filing the original
of the claim with the court in
which the probate proceedings
were commenced. The claim
must be presented within the
later of: (1) Thirty days after
the personal representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and  non-probate

assets.

Date of first publication: Au-
gust 23, 2023

Drusilla A. Hill

Personal Representative

SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

MEGAN OTIS MASON-
HOLDER, WSBA #29495

Attorneys  for  Personal
Representative

P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway
Drive, Suite B

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, Aug. 23, 30,
Sept. 6, 2023.

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 23-4-00441-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

In the Matter of the Estate of
Margery G. Zimmerman,
Deceased
The personal representative
named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate. Any person
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the
claim would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim
in the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving
on or mailing to the personal
representative or the personal
representative’s attorney at the
address stated below, a copy of
the claim and filing the original
of the claim with the court in
which the probate proceedings
were commenced. The claim
must be presented within the
later of: (1) Thirty days after
the personal representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This

Connect Anywhere, Anytime.
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Affordable Connectivity Program. You qualify if you receive:
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TELECOM
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bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and  non-probate
assets.

Date of first publication: Au-
gust 30, 2023

Ann L. Hernandez

Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC

MEGAN OTIS MASON-
HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys  for  Personal
Representative

P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway
Drive, Suite B, Mount Vernon,
WA 98273

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, Aug. 30, Sept.
6 and 13, 2023.

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON FOR KING
COUNTY
ESTATE OF
LYNNE BEATTY RAVATT
Deceased.

NO. 23-4-05650-4SEA
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

The Personal Representative
named below has been ap-
pointed as personal represen-
tative of this estate. Any per-
son having a claim against the
decedent must, before the time
the claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the
claim in the manner provided
in RCW 11.40.070 by serving
on or mailing to the personal
representative or the personal
representative’s attorney at the
address stated below a copy of
the claim and filing the original
of the claim with the court in
which the probate proceedings
were commenced. The claim
must be presented within the
later of: (1) Thirty days af-
ter the personal representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate assets and nonprobate

assets.

Date of first publication: Sep-
tember 6, 2023

Personal Representative:
Gail Ann Beatty

Attorney  for  Personal
Representative: KRISTIN
LILLQUIST REEDER,
WSBA #29491

Address for Mailing Service:
2370 130th Avenue NE, Suite
#103, Bellevue, WA 98005

(425) 861-1109

Court of probate proceed-
ings and cause number:
23-4-05650-4SEA

King County Superior Court

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, Sept. 6, 13, 20,
2023.

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON
COUNTY OF SKAGIT
In re the ADOPTION of:
VICTORIA MIKAYLA
GONZALES
DOB 11/08/2010
A person under the age of 18.
Case No.: 23-5-00031-29
SUMMONS & NOTICE OF
PETITION/AND HEARING
RE RELINQUISHMENT OF
CHILD OR TERMINATION
OF PARENT/CHILD
RELATIONSHIP AND
ADOPTION
Clerk’s Action Required
TO: HECTOR TAPIA

1. The Petitioners have filed
with the Clerk of the above
Court a Petition requesting
relinquishment of the above-
named child to them and pray-
ing that the parent/child re-
lationship between the father
(alleged father) of the above-
named child and the above-
named child be terminated.

2. A copy of the Petition is
filed herein and is named as
follows:  PETITION FOR
TERMINATION OF PA-

Place an
AT YOUR SERVICE AD
Plus appear in our

ONLINE
BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

$225
FOR 12 WEEKS

RENTAL RIGHTS AND
ADOPTION

3. You may respond to this
Summons and Petition by fil-
ing a written response with the
Clerk of the Court and serving
a copy of your response on the
person signing this Summons.
If you do not serve your writ-
ten response within twenty
(20) days, or thirty (30) days
if served outside of this state,
after the date this Summons
was served on you, exclusive
of the day of service, the Court
may enter an Order of Default
against you permanently ter-
minating all of your rights to
the above-named child. The
Court may, without further
notice to you, enter an Order
relinquishing the child to the
Petitioners, terminating your
parent/child relationship, and
approving or providing for the
adoption of the above-named
child.

4. The child was born on No-
vember 8, 2010. In the city of
Brawley, CA.

5. The child’s mother is Ana
Gonzales nka De Los Rios

6. The court hearing on this
matter shall be held on the fol-
lowing date and time:

DATE: OCTOBER 27, 2023

TIME: 9:00 AM

PLACE:SKAGIT COUNTY
SUPERIOR COURT, ROOM:
TBD

7. Your failure to appear at
this hearing may result in a
Default Order permanently
terminating all of your rights
to the above-named child.

8. You are further notified
that any non-consenting par-
ent or alleged genetic parent
has the right to be represented
by an attorney, and an attorney
will be appointed for an indi-
gent person who requests an
attorney. You are further no-
tified that you have a right to
file under Chapter 26.26 RCW
a claim of paternity.

9. You are further notified
that an alleged genetic par-
ent’s failure to file a claim of
paternity under chapter 26.26
RCW or to respond to the peti-
tion, within twenty (20) days,
or thirty (30) days if served
outside of this state, of the
date of service of the petition
is grounds to terminate his
parent-child relationship with
respect to the child.

10. You are further noti-
fied that if an alleged genetic
parent of an Indian child ac-
knowledges paternity of the
child or if their paternity of the
child is established prior to the
termination of the parent-child
relationship, that their parental
rights may not be terminat-
ed unless he: (i) Gives valid
consent to termination, or (ii)
their parent-child relationship
is terminated involuntarily
pursuant to chapter 26.33 or
13.34 RCW.

11. If you wish to seek the ad-
vice of an attorney in this mat-
ter, you should do so promptly
so that your written response,
if any, may be served on time.
Copies of these papers have
not been served upon your
attorney.

12. One method of filing
your response is serving a
copy on the petitioner by
sending the response by Certi-
fied Mail with Return Receipt
Requested.

DATED this day of

, 2023.
Rachelle  Marie  Eason,
WSBA # 29922

Attorney for Petitioners

FILE ORIGINAL OF YOUR
ANSWER AND OTHER
DOCUMENTS WITH THE
CLERK OF THE COURT AT:

Skagit County  Superior
Court

205 W Kincaid, Room 103

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

SERVE A COPY OF YOUR
ANSWER AND OTHER
DOCUMENTS ON:

Rachelle Marie Eason

c/o the Eason Law Firm, PS

725 South 1st Street, Ste B

PO Box 1725

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

360.336.2221

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News, Sept. 6, 13, 20,
2023.

GOT
NeEws?

Email:
editor@laconnernews.com

See our new online puzzle page
laconnerweeklynews.com/puzzies

Love
Puzzles!
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By Patricia Agiimuk Paul, Esg., Food Editor.
Lime-Marinated Halibut

Lime-marinated
halibut goes under
the broiler. You can
substitute cod for the
halibut. You can mari-
nate for up to 3 hours.

Thank you for the
recent wonderful
compliments, when |
was out and about. |
was called the “recipe
lady.” Another said
she loves my recipes,
making most of them!
Another receives a
gift subscription at
their home in Bothell.
He recently cooked
one of my recipes
and loves how easy
they are to prepare.
Thanks everyone!

Ingredients

» Halibut fillets, 2, 1
inch thick

e Limes, 2, to
squeeze the juice

e Water, 1/3 cup,
optional

* Honey, 1 tablespoon

 Olive oil, 1 teaspoon

* Dried dill, 1 tea-
spoon

» Oil spray

Preparation

Rinse and pat dry
the halibut. In a small
bowl, whisk together
the lime juice, honey,
olive oil and dill. Use
the same bowl to put
the halibut in or use

Place the halibut in
the marinade and
spoon over several
times. Cover and
refrigerate for 1 to 3
hours. Turn halibut
over a few times,
spooning over mari-
nade.

Prepare your grilling
pan. Line a small bak-
ing sheet with tin foil.
Use a baking sheet
with edges. Spray

the foil with oil. My
halibut had skin, so |
laid skin side up. Broil
on high for 5 minutes.
Remove from oven
and turn over the
halibut. Spoon over
the marinade. Broil an
additional 4 minutes.
Test for doneness.
Should not be glisten-
ing or jellylike when
you flake the fish.

AqgiimuksKitchen@

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

NOT TO BE MISSED

Skagit Symphony
begins its 2023-24
season with “Second
Chances” on Oct. 21.
The concert features
Sandra Shen on piano
playing “Stars” by Mary
Howe, Rachmaninoff’'s
second piano concerto
and concludes with
Mussorgsky’s legendary
“Pictures at an Exhibition.”
Info: www.skagitsymphony.
com/second-chances.

LIBRARIES

La Conner Swinomish
Library. 520 Morris St.,
La Conner. 360-466-3352.
www.Iclib.lib.wa.us. Open
11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Saturday.

« Storytime for Children.
11 a.m. every Friday.

* Book Club. Meets at
2 p.m. every fourth
Wednesday. Info:
Richard Wisniewski at
wisniewl0@gmail.com

e Tech Help. 4-6 p.m.
every Monday. One-on-
one technical support in
30-minute blocks.

e Dungeons & Dragons
Club. 3-5 p.m. every
Tuesday. No previous
gaming experience nec-
essary.

Mount Vernon Public Li-
brary. 315 Snoqualmie St.,
Mount Vernon. 360-336-
6209, mountvernonwa.gov.
« Virtual Reality. Every
Saturday, 1-3 p.m. Must

be 12 or older.

Anacortes Public Library.
1220 10th St., Anacortes.
360-299-8067, CityofAna-
cortes.org.

Burlington Public Library.

820 E. Washington Ave.,

Burlington. 360-755-0760,

burlingtonwa.gov/library.

¢ Knitting Club. All ages,
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

MUSEUMS

Pacific Northwest Quilt
& Fiber Arts Museum.
703 S. Second St., La
Conner.11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Wednesday through
Sunday. gfamuseum.org,
360-466-4288. See two
new exhibits:

* Bojagi Journey 2023;
curated by Patti King.
July 26 - Oct. 8

« David Owen Hastings:
Paper + Stitch. Aug. 2 -
Oct 29

Skagit County Historical

Museum. 360-466-3365

or skagitcounty.net/muse-

um. Hours 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

Thursday-Sunday.

¢ Exhibit: “I Do, the History
of Weddings,” through
Sept. 24.

Museum of Northwest
Art. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tues-
day through Saturday,
noon-5 p.m. Sunday and
Monday. monamuseum.
org, 360-466-4446.

MusSIC

Ukelele Fun & Song
Circle. Meets 1-2

p.m. Wednesdays,
Burlington Senior Center.
For more info, email
yogaheartspace0@gmail.
com.

Shelter Bay Chorus.
Meets 4:30-6:30 p.m. every
Thursday, Shelter Bay
Clubhouse. No auditions
required. Questions, call
Joan at 360-941-7507.

La Conner Live Concert
Series. Live music 1-4 p.m.
Sunday in Gilkey Square.

Burlington Summer
Nights. Live music from
6-8 p.m. every Friday at the
Burlington Visitor Center
Amphitheater, 520 E.
Fairhaven Ave., Burlington.

SERVICE &
VOLUNTEER

La Conner Sunrise Food
Bank. Food distribution
from 2:30-5 p.m. every
Monday, 602 S. Third St.,
La Conner. 360-488-3878.
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Swinomish Helping
Hands Food Bank.

Food distribution from

2-5 p.m. every Thursday.
Non-essentials every

first Thursday. 17444
Snee Oosh Road, La
Conner. 360-856-2211.
helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

Skagit Valley Humane

Society. 18841 Kelleher
Road, Burlington. 360-757-
0445. Find volunteer and
donation opportunities on-
line at skagithumane.org.

MEETINGS

La Conner Swinomish
Regional Library. Library
board of trustees meets at
5 p.m. the second Tuesday
of the month in the library,
520 Morris St., La Conner.

Skagit Cemetery District
1. Regular meetings at

5 p.m. every second
Thursday, at Lori Buher’s
home, 17604 Valentine
Road, Mount Vernon.

Skagit Conservation
District. 2021 E. College
Way No. 203, Mount Ver-
non. 360-428-4313. Zoom
info at skagitcd.org. Board
meetings 7:30-9 a.m. every
fourth Wednesday. Next
meeting is Sept. 27.

Rotary Club of La
Conner. laconnerrotary.
org. Meetings 6-7 p.m.
every Monday at Shawn
O’Donnell’s restaurant.
Optional dinner, 5:30 p.m.

Little Mountain Gamblers.
Gamblers Anonymous
meets at 6:30 p.m. every
Tuesday at Mount Vernon
Senior Center, 1401
Cleveland Ave.

Town of La Conner. 204
Douglas St., La Conner.
360-466-3125. Zoom info
@Townoflaconner.org/
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« If frost is forecast, cover tender plants, such
as tomatoes, cucumbers and squash. It
doesn't take much to damage or kill them.

« Finish harvesting, and dry, freeze and/or
can your fruits and vegetables.

« Start saving your seeds of vegetables,
flowers, and herbs.

« Divide perennials, replant and/or share
with friends.

« Bring houseplants in from outdoors; check
for bugs and diseases, and apply controls.

« Stop fertilizing roses, and remove dead
blooms and foliage. - Brenda Weaver

Source: naturespath.com
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POLICE BLOTTER

SKAGIT COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

Sunday, Aug. 27

10:17 a.m. Gassing off? — Re-
port by farm owner who believes
some of his vehicles are low on
gas and believes someone may
be stealing it at night. No suspect
information and no obvious signs
of theft. Caller wants extra patrols
at night. Moore Rd., Conway.

2:51 p.m. Watering the bushes
— Hit and run MVA with a vehi-
cle left behind. Deputies arrived
to find a car in the bushes and

a water line broken. Deputies
searched the area but did not lo-
cate the driver. Tow removed the
vehicle and further investigation
needed to find the driver. Young /
Best Rds., Greater La Conner.

Monday, Aug. 28

1:08 p.m. Need to call feds —
Caller called to report that she
was a victim of fraud. She had
fallen for a false email that she
believed was from her credit
company and provided accounts
and access numbers. She has
multiple fraud loans now taken
out and thousands taken from her
accounts. This is a federal crime
taking part across state lines
and the caller will be reported to
federal authorities. Moore Rd.,
Conway.

Tuesday, Aug. 29

9:34 a.m. Dog and kids, gone
— Report of a loose dog near
the rainbow bridge with a group
of kids chasing it into the road.
Caller concerned for the traffic
hazard the dog was causing
and the safety of the kids. Area

checked and no problems found.
Rainbow Bridge, La Conner.

2:02 p.m. Blonde trouble —
Caller had placed several checks
in the mail and observed a
blonde female in a white sedan
take them. The caller did not get
a plate but was able to contact
his bank to cancel the checks
and protect himself from any
fraud that could occur. Best Rd.,
Greater La Conner.

Thursday, Aug. 31

2:48 p.m. Not linked in — Caller
concerned that he got an email
saying he owed $1,000 to PayPal
but he does not have a PayPal
account. Subject was warned
that this was a mass phishing
email and not to open any links.
Subject had not fallen for it and
was not out anything. Channel
Dr,. Greater La Conner.

Saturday, Sept. 2

10:21 a.m. Goat self-reliance

— Caller was driving by and saw

a goat with its leg trapped in a
fence. Goat was yelping and
fighting to get free. A deputy
arrived and found the goat was
free and ok. McLean Rd., Greater
La Conner.

8:49 p.m. Dog gone quiet —
Barking dog in the area. Depu-
ties found the owners were not
home and the reporting party
was not answering the phone for
additional follow up. No further
complaints and the dog was not
barking later that night. Maple
Ave., La Conner.

MARINA MOORINGS

Port of Skagit

The Port was honored to host the Tom Robbins parade this past
weekend! What a spectacle! It was a lot of fun, though, and many of
our guests were able to see La Conner put on quite a show.

We found a rowboat in Sullivan Slough last week. It has some
small damage in the stern but it is otherwise a beautiful little boat. If
anyone knows whose it is, please have them call the office at 360-
466-3118 and we will be happy to return it.

We met with the Army Corps of Engineers recently and they told
us the dredge for the Swinomish Channel will be delayed until 2024,
instead of this fall. This delay is due to the Corps being called to do
emergency work on the McGlinn Island jetty this summer, which
diverted staff and financial resources unexpectedly. Unfortunately,
this emergency work impacts the Corps’ ability to begin the chan-
nel dredge this year. While this is not the news we wanted, this may
allow the Corps to budget for a lot more material to be pulled out of
the channel than we would have gotten this year — which would be
a highly beneficial outcome. The Army Corps of Engineers are great
partners in keeping the channel maintained at a safe, navigable depth.

Safety and Maintenance: Checking fluids on your vessel is an
expected part of maintenance. Checking the oil before starting the
engine should be a regular part of the vessel’s routine. Qil pans in the
marine environment can rust through, so even if the level was fine
yesterday that is not a guarantee that it is fine today. This is of course
uncommon but it happened to a marina tenant this spring.

Another fluid to check is in your transmission. The type of fluid in
your transmission is specified by the manufacturer — following this is
the best idea. Many transmissions are installed with long hose runs
to oil coolers. Many manufacturers have very specific requirements
about how to check the fluid to account for these differing installa-
tions. For instance, most Twin Disc units should be checked with the
engine idling and the transmission in neutral. This gets the oil flowing
through the entire system, so the level in the transmission itself will

be accurate.
See you on the Channel!

— Chris Omdal, harbormaster

King Tom

= = = (from page 1)

Following was a wildly enter-
taining serpentine that featured
vintage vehicles, bagpipers,
miniature donkeys, a costumed
Santa Claus riding his beach
cruiser bicycle, an orca dec-
orated cycle, a car colorfully
adorned with Barbie dolls and
pink flamingos and dancing
cowgirls in tribute to the novel
that was adapted into a movie in
1993.

Hayes, who rode in one of
the parade cars, had beforehand
issued a Town proclamation in
recognition of Tom Robbins
Day that cited the novelist’s
prolific award-winning writing
career and “devotion to opti-
mism, joy and happiness.”

Resident Marna Hanneman
echoed those sentiments.

“The crowd was amazing,”
Hanneman said of the
widespread support for Tom
Robbins Day. “The parade really
knocked it out of the park and |
appreciated all the people who
dressed in costume. Did you see
Joan Cross? She was a beet and
it was great.”

Following the parade many
continued to mill around to en-
joy music played by the Skagit
Brass Quintet and witness a
true Robbins favorite: a Spam
carving contest.

Event planners, spearheaded
by Gina McCarthy and Meg
Holgate, couldn’t have been
more pleased. The smiles
sported by those in attendance
confirmed the day’s success.

Resident Brad Bradford
summed it up best.

“La Conner,” he predicted,
“won’t soon forget this day.”

Chris Theiss puts the finishing touches on his Spam carving with a torch.

— Photo by Sayer Theiss

Spam, Spam, Spam, Spam, SPAM!

Is it meat? Is it art? Seems it’s both on Tom Robbins’ Day

By Sayer Theiss

Can Spam, the ubiquitous low-
cost processed meat, be more
than just a pantry staple? This
intriguing question took center
stage at the Tom Robbins Day
Spam-Carving Contest in Gilkey
Square Saturday. Twelve talented
carvers, generously sponsored by
local organizations and com-
munity members, embraced the
challenge of turning Spam into
artistic masterpieces, captivating
dozens of enthusiastic onlookers.

With a mere 15 minutes on
the clock and two cans of Spam
as their medium, participants
wielded an array of creative tools
to fashion their sculptures. This
event stood out as a highlight of
the Tom Robbins Day celebra-
tions, a day dedicated to honor-
ing the town’s renowned resident
author.

This creative idea had its
roots in Robbins’ legacy long
before the local contest. Betsy
Humphrey, its driving force,
stumbled upon the concept
after a friend and author, Jane
Billinghurst, shared a visit to
a Spam Museum in Minnesota
on social media. A subsequent
search led her to a 2019 article
about the original Spam carving

contests in Seattle’s Pioneer
Square in the 1980s. Robbins
judged at least nine of them.
Inspired by this, Humphrey
decided to recreate the event.
The primary goal of the
competition was to raise funds in
Tom and his wife Alexa’s name
for a new after-school program
at the La Conner Swinomish
Library. “It will encompass
everything cool, from theater
and dance to literature and art.
All things weird and wonderful
for teens!” Humphrey explained,
“We asked for $100 sponsorships
... . The sponsorships brought in
$1,600 to kick off this program
that Tom and Alexa have envi-
sioned to be as fun as they are.”
Peregrine O’Gormley brought
five sponsors. He also won the
contest’s Slam Dunk Award.
Kathleen Faulkner, sponsored
by the MoNA Board of Trustees,
emphasized the importance of
supporting local schools and
expressed hope for the contest to
become an annual tradition, stat-
ing, “Our schools need help and
this is a great way to contribute.”
Sponsoring the carvers were
Skagit Cellars, the MoNA
Trustees, Chop Shop, Cassera
Galleries, Mary Rytland, Meg
Holgate, Tower Arts Studio,

Cherie Ware Braley, the La
Conner Weekly News, Dakota
Arts Mount Vernon, Terramar
Brewstillery and Alexa Robbins.
They sponsored Jay Bowen,
Kathleen Faulkner, Todd Horton,
Eve McCauley Chomiak,
Peregrine O’Gormley, Kevin
Paul, Sue Roberts, Steve Klein,
Chris Theiss, Mandy Turner and
Pieter and Lucy VanZanden,
respectively.

The audience was as excited as
the carvers. Jenny Baker praised
the event as “a unique idea” and
noted that “some of the carvers
were very prepared.” Her mother
Judy described the crowd as
“enthusiastic.”

The quirky prizes ranged from
Spam T-shirts, Spam cook-
books, of course, to Spam itself.
Humphrey envisions the contest
becoming an annual fixture with
more substantial awards. This en-
deavor aims to draw artists from
far and wide to the La Conner for
years to come.

The first Tom Robbins Day
Spam-Carving Contest not only
showcased the town’s artistic
talent but also underscored the
inventive spirit that defines La
Conner’s vibrant community.

Fans flock to La Conner to see Tom

By Ken Stern

Of course there is a Tom
Robbins Fan Club on Facebook
and of course King for a Day
celebration organizer Gina
McCarthy posted news of the
Sept. 2 activities there and of
course at least one Irishwoman
came to La Conner Saturday.

Gerri Roche of Wexford,
Ireland took it as a sign. She
shared fellow Irish native
McCarthy’s post “a few weeks

ago” and at least half a dozen fans
traveled to participate.

Kerry McGrath came from
Palmyra, New York. “It’s been on
my bucket list,” she said. “The

universe opened a path for me and

| took. it.”

Jen Innc flew in from Phoenix.
Her outfit Saturday included her
favorite quote “Joy in spite of
everything” on her T-shirt, frog
pajama bottoms and a tea box
sign, “Tibetan Peach Pie,” on her
fedora.

ONLINE GO TO:

www.laconnerweeklynews.com

featuring

PHILOCALY
Beauty & Wellness Studios

&

FLATS
Commercial space for community vse
Markets * Pop-Up Retail * Food & Services

1st Saturday Markets
May — September, 11 am to 4 pm

Seeking vendors, talent & local businesses
Register at KXAESTATES.COM
Emerald Flats e 14969 W Bow Hill Rd, Bow

KXA ESTATES

September is coffee mug month at Raven’s Cup! (Along with the other 11 months.)
You need a new coffee mug!

You need a new coffee mug!

You need a new coffee mug!

You need a new coffee mug!

Or maybe it’s for tea or cocoa - travel mugs also available — huge selection

106 S 1st St.
aton | 3 Conner

CANDLE COMPANY

We still sell candles! Delightful classic and new scents!

Sunshine Hubbard came from
Springfield, Missouri. All her
friends know how Robbins’
novels have influenced her, she
said.

Phoenix Milligan drove up
from Tacoma. “There’s not too
many people | can talk about Tom
Robbins with,” she said. Here she
is meeting up with fellow fan club
members.

And yes, Roche carried a
stuffed parrot with her all day.

—— O A——
VINTAGE
1aCONNER

THRIFT SHOP

It's All Here!

Clothing, Housewares
Furniture, Collectibles
Linens, Books, Shoes
Art, Antiques, More~
“La Conner’s Dept. Store”

New arrivals weekly!
Photos posted Thursdays

on our Facebook page 0
Proceeds from our

non-profit shop benefit
our community.

Donations accepted
Mondays 1pm - 3pm

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun
1lam - 5pm
34 & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!

corner, for all your
sasquatch needs like...

sasquatch mugs!

RESIDENTIAL = COMMERCIAL = EVENT SPACE RENTALS
7 S
Email
your
address
oo Visit our sasquatch Chang

J

info@laconnernews.com
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