
VOL. 15 • NO. 23 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2022 $1.25www.laconnerweeklynews.com

Your Independent Hometown Award-winning Newspaper

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS 

Soroptimists, schools honor Lea Diacos          •  p  4
Get into Poetry Festival for free:  volunteer    •  p  5

Creating a truly affordable home

RAVES FOR DAVE – Friends and admirers of La Conner's Dave Hedlin filled St. Joseph's 
Center in Mount Vernon Saturday night when he was honored for more than three decades 
of leadership in the mission to preserve Skagit farmland. They celebrated at Skagitonians to 
Preserve Farmland's 24th annual Celebrate Skagit Harvest Dinner and Auction.                         

 – Photo by Bill Reynolds

Jensons sell Town a 
south end property

Council takes second vote, 
says yes to memo access

DIGGING INTO HER FUTURE – Katelyn and her son hope to move into their three-bedroom duplex before Christmas. Skagit 
Habitat for Humanity CEO Tina Tate, left, was master of ceremonies Saturday at Channel Cove, where Katelyn’s home is one 
of five built by Skagit Habitat. 

– Photo by Ken Stern

Family buying a renovated affordable home in La Conner (continued on page 6)

(continued on page 5)

(continued on page 5)

By Ken Stern

In a ceremony Saturday, Sept. 
17, Katelyn was introduced to La 
Conner’s Channel Cove community. 
By Christmas, Skagit Habitat for 
Humanity staff and volunteers 
hope to have the Park Street duplex 
renovated for her to move in with her 
two children.

While Katelyn and her young son 
only symbolically broke ground, 
turning a shovelful of dirt, Skagit 
Habitat staff and volunteers started 
renovating the three bedroom duplex 
in mid-August. They hope to finish 
their interior rebuild to allow a Dec. 
17 move-in date.

In remarks, Board President Rob 
Ashby said the project will turn a 
house into a home, that staff and 
volunteers are 100% committed to its 
success. Comparing the project with 
the value of land he passed driving to 
the site off Maple Avenue, he called 

their efforts a miracle and noted the 
need for starter homes is absolutely 
astronomical. “We hope to create this 
miracle over and over again,” he told 
the group.

“This place will be your new 
home, a place for birthday parties 
and slumber parties and a thousand 
memories,” Rev. Scott Rossiter 
prayed, offering a personal vision for 
the family’s future.

Skagit Habitat is making that 
future real one structure at a time. 
Volunteer Carol Boss is excited 
about construction also starting on 
a new fourplex in Mount Vernon at 
Blackburn and LaVenture roads.

Tina Tate, Skagit Habitat CEO, 
knows the regional and national scale 
of the lack of housing. Her organiza-
tion has the ambitious goal of build-
ing 15 homes a year for five years. 
They seek larger parcels of land for 
larger projects. Channel Cove is their 
model. Habitat built five homes in the 

25 unit complex and controls them 
separately from Skagit Home Trust, 
the community land trust that manag-
es the complex.

“Homelessness is a housing issue,” 
she said. “The lack of housing can 
cause homelessness. People are on 
the edge of being homeless because 
of rising rental rates and substandard 
housing.”

People earning 30-60% of the av-
erage median income are eligible for 
Habitat homes. The ceiling for a fam-
ily of three is $42,710. Adults seeking 
a home also provide 500 sweat equity 
volunteer hours, minimum, including 
construction.

The Skagit Habitat mission 
statement is “Putting God’s love into 
action. Skagit Habitat for Humanity 
brings people together to build 
homes, communities and hope." 
Their vision: “Empowering people to 
empower themselves.”

One of five Skagit Habitat for Humanity homes in Channel Cove

By Bill Reynolds

Christmas has come early for the Town of La 
Conner. 

Town council members at their Sept. 13 meeting 
gratefully accepted what amounts to a gift – an 
offer by siblings Tom and Sybil Jenson to sell 
one-half acre on the southwest side of Channel 
Cove to the Town at a significantly reduced price 
on condition the property be used for the benefit 
of the community. 

The Jensons set the price at $60,000, less than 
one-third its assessed value. 

“It’s something that we can afford,” Mayor 
Ramon Hayes said prior to a unanimous council 
vote. “They mostly want to gift it with the criteria 
that the Town do something there for the public 
good.” 

Hayes said both sides had been discussing the 
land-locked property since last year. It might be 
an ideal location to develop a local affordable 
housing model, he said. 

“We’ve been looking for some time for 
appropriate land to do that, perhaps by working 
with the housing trust,” he said. 

That is just one option. 
Center Street resident Debbie Aldrich, 

participating via Zoom, asked Council members 
to consider the importance of green space and 
play areas for children given the loss of Hedlin’s 
ballfield. About 1.5 acres of it is now a housing 
development. 

“If you’re going to go ahead with another 
development,” Aldrich said, “I hope it’s really 
affordable housing for people who can’t afford a 
$600,00 condo. 

“The town,” she stressed, “needs green spaces.” 

By Bill Reynolds

Dave Hedlin dined with friends 
Saturday night. 

And those friends filled St. Joseph’s 
Center in Mount Vernon, where the 
La Conner farmer, an ag spokesman 
and former school board member, 
was feted at the 24th annual Celebrate 
Skagit Harvest Dinner and Auction. 

Hedlin was honored during the 
four-hour event, a major fundraiser for 
Skagitonians to Preserve Farmland, 
the group he and his wife, Serena 
Campbell, helped found more than 
three decades ago. 

The couple was among those 
families who launched SPF in the late 
1980s to thwart growing threats by 
large commercial entities to develop 
prime rural areas in Skagit County. 

There was genuine fear that Skagit 
Valley, one of the most productive 
agricultural areas in the world, could 
go the way of Kent Valley, where 
farmland southeast of Seattle was 
gobbled up by industrial interests 
following World War II. 

Hedlin, dubbed the Will Rogers of 
Skagit County, got the word out initial-
ly with custom mudflaps on his truck 

that read: “Farm it. Don’t pave it.” 
People noticed. And they still swear 

by what La Conner resident Kim 
Good Rubenstein, vice president of the 
12-member SPF Board of Directors, 
called “Dave-isms.” 

A favorite Hedlin one-liner, she 
recalled, is that “some people’s idea 
of long-term planning is buying green 
bananas.” 

Rubenstein praised Hedlin for his 
knowledge, communication skills and 
willingness to listen to others, then 
introduced him to a standing ova-
tion from an audience representing a 
cross-section of Skagit farm, business, 
political and civic leaders. 

“I’m honored, humbled and more 
than a little embarrassed,” Hedlin, 
alluding to his reserved Scandinavian 
roots, said of the attention he garnered. 
“I don’t deserve credit for this. Every-
one does.” 

In addition to kudos, Hedlin re-
ceived a special SPF Founders Jacket 
commemorating his role in rallying 
Skagit County to the cause of farmland 
preservation. 

Hedlin gave credit for his career 

Dave Hedlin recognized for over three decades of farmland preservation efforts

By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner Town Council voted to approve 
requests making public a privileged memorandum 
and specific email correspondence from hired out-
side legal counsel during a special Zoom meeting 
Tuesday morning, Sept. 20.  

The action reversed a 3-0 council vote to block 
access to the documents during a special session 
last Friday. 

The Weekly News is among parties that filed a 
public records request for the material, prepared 
by the Kenyon Disend law firm, in order to quote 
accurately and more extensively what Town 
Administrator Scott Thomas had paraphrased 
during the council’s Sept. 13 meeting. The firm 
assessed the validity of the 1986 contract rezone 
of a Center Street property.
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LETTER

The PACT Act is a new law 
that expands Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) health care 
and benefits for Veterans exposed 
to burn pits and other toxic 
substances. This law helps us 
provide generations of veterans 
– and their survivors – with the 
care and benefits they’ve earned 
and deserve. 

The VA's will help answer 
your questions about what the 
PACT Act means for you or your 
loved ones. You can also call 
800-698-2411 (TTY: 711). And 
you can file a claim for PACT 
Act-related disability compensa-
tion or apply for VA health care 
now. 

As for myself, I have been 
battling stage 4 prostate cancer 
for nearly 14 years. While I did 
not go “boots on the ground” in 
Vietnam, I was in Guam in 1978. 
Guam, for 1962 to 1980, is one 
of five new areas added to the 
“presumptive” exposure to agent 
orange list. Prostate cancer is one 
of many afflictions that are at-
tributed to exposure to agent or-
ange. Another one is high blood 
pressure. These conditions will 
earn you a 100% VA disability 
rating, which is currently around 
$3,200 per month tax free. 

I am also covered for po-
tentially other afflictions from 
the first Gulf War and burn pit 
exposure. 

If you feel you are covered, 
please check out the VA contact 
information above. 

You can also contact the Dis-
abled American Veterans group 
and they will assist you with 
your claim. 

I am a lifetime member of the 
DAV and I currently have a 50% 
disability rating. 

You can contact the DAV 
office in Mount Vernon at 
360-708-7367 
More at: va.gov/resources/the-
pact-act-and-your-va-benefits.
Rick Dole 
La Conner

Vets exposed to toxics

With all the disturbing news 
in the world, I wanted to thank 
the La Conner Weekly News for 
the beautiful picture of Maggie 
Wilder smiling, with a paint 
brush in her hand. It made my 
day.
Tia Kurtz

Thanks for the smile

By Jean Walker-Wharton 

The celebration and dedication of new public art on Sept. 3 
demonstrated the behind-the-scenes work of the La Conner Arts 
Commission. Sheila Johnson, chair, invited my attendance. I asked 
John Leaver to go for me and to express my gratitude for the com-
mission’s dedication; and for people responsible in the inception on 
my property in 2005, of Tracey Powell’s and Stan O’Neil’s artisan 
fence structure as well as those who dismantled its 18 feet and have 
beautifully brought its components back to life in the last two years. 
Installation is expected in 2022 in the butterfly garden.

Gratitude expressed publicly has functioned as a life force for good 
in these pandemic years. The arts commission carries on millennia 
of advanced societies’ promotion of public art. These include native 
American totem poles that raise the spirits of our own town and 
region. Such art is timeless. The commission provides mind and heart 
sustenance for all ages and all financial haves and have-nots. Viewers’ 
imaginations are stimulated far beyond the moments they spend here.

Expressing gratitude, I acknowledge the original artists. Tracy 
Powell, our local, internationally famous carver. His double-sided 
Tudor Rose’s near aspect will draw numerous visitors to enter the 
butterfly garden. Its far side will be visible from First Street below 
and from across the channel. Vital connections.

Stan O’Neil’s exact highly accomplished iron work combines 
antique and new structures, providing accompaniment as if the iron 
roses are proud to be there. 

None of this work would have become a public piece without 
careful nurturing and fortuitous help. Brian Lease, public works 
director, arrived promptly camera ready when I called on Jan. 15, 
2021 to ask his advice. Within days, I had a call from John Leaver, 
then a councilmember, telling me to ignore the town administrator’s 
letter sent to my P.O. Box. That letter, a “thanks no thanks” message, 
I filed, as Mr. Leaver continued to promote the “fence” with the arts 
commission, with the Civic Garden Club and stayed active on every 
front to get the 18 feet into public view in the butterfly garden. 

Meanwhile, the painstaking dismantling of the fence, avoiding 
damage to any part, was accomplished by Tony Larrabee. His familiar 
ancestral name is found on our Larabee State Park. And the months-
long, gifted restoration of each part, including the recovered lumber 
beam from the University of Victoria, proceeded in the capable hands 
of our local Canadian, Henry Gunterman, Tony will re-assemble the 
structure with Henry’s support.

We are mightily blessed to be living on the lands of the Coast 
Salish peoples, past and present. Our various traditions freely greet us 
only because the arts commission, civic garden club, parks commis-
sion and Town of La Conner officials respond to prompts by resi-
dents.

Most recently Mr. Leaver secured Robert Nash as “artistic super-
visor” for the installation of the fence. In such good hands and with 
multiple agencies’ blessings, the public is well served. We need art.

Wharton is a decades long La Conner resident.

A citizen’s view
Public art, art commission, needed

By Courtney Flatt NWPB 
Northwest Public Broadcasting

A first-of-its-kind climate resil-
iency website will help commu-
nities understand climate-related 
risks, the Biden administration 
said. The new website, launched 
Sept. 8, provides real-time infor-
mation and predictions for local 
communities that are more vulner-
able to disasters, such as wildfires, 
heat waves and droughts.

The website, known as Climate 
Mapping for Resilience and 
Adaptation, or CMRA, will 
help community leaders better 
plan for climate-related hazards, 
officials said. The website and 
corresponding maps streamline 
the federal government’s data at 
the national-level down to the 
census tract-level. Maps and charts 
show various climate hazards and 
potential future conditions under 
low- and high-emission scenarios 
for heat-trapping greenhouse 
gasses.

“It’s going to help communities, 
federal agencies and other levels of 
government better understand their 
exposure to climate hazards and 
strengthen their resilience plans,” 
said Richard Spinrad, administra-
tor of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration.

The website will become a first 

line of defense for the federal 
government to protect people, 
property and infrastructure from 
climate risks, Spinrad said.

The website sorts climate risks 
sortable by different climate 
hazards. For example, the website 
and maps show current risks for 
wildfires. Zoom into the North-
west on the map, and a red zone 
around Spokane and Washington’s 
Palouse region Sept. 8 showed the 
air quality is unhealthy.

Wildfires are harder to predict 
with the assessment tool, said 
David Hayes, special assistant 
to the president for White House 
climate policy.

“Wildfires can’t be modeled on 
a geographic basis with anywhere 
near the precision or modeling that 
extreme heat can or flood can,” 
Hayes said.

Therefore, the assessment tool 
relies heavily on temperature and 
precipitation predictions, although 
Hayes said the tool will be updated 
as new data becomes available.

In Spokane, the assessment tool 
predicted days reaching above 
90 degrees would balloon in the 
coming years. Lower emissions 
scenarios predict 29.7 days, and 
higher emissions scenarios predict 
31.5 through 2044.

The hot days increase even more 
from 2070 to 2099. Under lower 

emissions scenarios, there could 
be 45.1 days above 90 degrees. 
Under higher emissions scenarios, 
there could be 67.3 days above 90 
degrees.

For coastal flooding, the as-
sessment tool predicts portions of 
Skagit County could be under-
water by 2090 as the sea level 
rises. By the late 21st century, at 
least 0.5% of the county could be 
inundated under lower emissions 
scenarios, and 0.7% of the county 
could be inundated under higher 
emissions scenarios.

That sort of information could 
help city, regional and state plan-
ners, Spinrad said.

“It’s the impacts on people’s 
health; the loss of power, for 
example, when there are rolling 
blackouts; the isolation of com-
munities when roads are washed 
away; the rationing of water when 
there are shortages; and the de-
struction caused by wildfires that 
point clearly at why we need to be 
taking action now,” Spinrad said.

For example, Spinrad said, 
NOAA has tracked extreme 
weather and climate events since 
the 1980s. On average, there were 
three disasters costing around $20 
billion each year in the 1980s. That 
average went up to 13 disasters in 
the decade starting in 2010, which 
cost around $92 billion each year, 

Spinrad said.
Predicting climate hazards 

would help people and the federal 
government manage and conserve 
the natural and built environment, 
Spinrad said.

To help manage the built envi-
ronment, the maps show applica-
ble building codes and the percent 
of people who live in a disadvan-
taged area, which officials said 
could help better direct resources.

The scientific information this 
website provides will help make 
important decisions about the 
future to help the most people in 
each community, said Phoenix 
Mayor Kate Gallego.

“This tool will help me under-
stand the most effective places 
to put climate resilience dollars,” 
Gallego said.

In Oregon, state officials with-
drew a wildfire risk map released 
in June after public outcry that it 
could raise insurance rates and 
lower property values, according 
to reporting from Oregon Public 
Broadcasting.

After the map’s release, the 
Oregon Department of Forestry 
received at least 750 appeals from 
property owners who argued their 
land had been erroneously placed 
in high-risk fire zones, according 
to OPB.

“For some people this could be 

catastrophic if they can no longer 
afford their homeowners insur-
ance, and they could lose their 
home,” a southern Oregon resident 
said at a virtual public informa-
tion session, OPB reported. “Can 
anybody tell me how I’m going to 
be impacted financially? What’s 
going to happen with my insur-
ance? No. … There’s no protection 
for the homeowners. There was 
absolutely no consideration for 
how impactful this could be.”

For the new risk assessment 
tools, federal government officials 
said they expect industry groups 
to use the open-sourced data, 
which could include insurance 
companies.

“This is data that we thought 
everyone should see for their 
own purposes. Our view is that 
it should be available and open-
sourced,” Hayes said.

Moreover, that same data could 
help communities apply for federal 
disaster relief from FEMA, Hayes 
said.

“This will be used by commu-
nities to help describe their needs 
and put that in funding requests,” 
Hayes said, of the information the 
website can provide.

The website: resilience.climate.
gov/.

First published on NWPB Sept. 
9, 2022

New federal website provides real-time climate data for predictions

How can the La Conner community, residents, businesses 
and town staff, support the town’s council so they act more 
effectively?

They have met three times in the last week, having special 
meetings Sept. 16 and 19 after their regular Sept. 13 session. 
Their meeting this Tuesday was to reverse a poor decision they 
made Friday.

On a small issue – opening to the public a legal memo they 
paid for on researching the validity of a 1986 contact refund 
agreement – they made the wrong decision: they voted no. 
Council members Rick Dole, Mary Wohleb and Annie Taylor 
apparently did not understand the issue before them. That in 
itself is troubling.

The Weekly News and several residents filed public records 
requests after the Sept. 13 council meeting where Town 
Administrator Scott Thomas paraphrased the conclusions of 
the law firm Kenyon Disend. The Seattle firm was hired – and 
paid – by the Town to analyze the consequences of the 1986 
document never being filed in the county auditor’s office.

The Weekly News sought the memo to accurately quote what 
Thomas reported to council. That is a simple thing and the 
newspaper doing its job: accurately reporting critical issues the 
community faces. The media and citizens routinely file public 
records requests.

In Washington state, citizens are fortunate that the legislature 
has insisted on open government. Legislation requires govern-
ment at all levels, from the state house to school and library 
boards, to make most documents available upon request.

The law is very clear. Little is restricted and only for very 
specific issues. Council did not understand this Friday. They 
were not helped by Thomas. In his role of town attorney, he did 
not explain their obligations but merely said they could agree to 
disclose the documents or vote not to.

Councilmember Dole worried about the attorney part of 
attorney-client privilege, concerned that attorneys would not 
work with the town in the future. That is the wrong concern. 
Council, for the community, is the client. Council owns the 
information. The question before council was to open the 
document they paid for so the public can learn the information 
on which Town of La Conner decisions will be made. That is all.

That is not what Council debated before they decided against 
making the memo available.

But the bigger mistake council has made this year is in not 
separating a small legal question – is an agreement valid? – 
from the larger ethical issue: will this government honor the 
actions taken in 1986 with the clear intent to change both the 
zoning definition and offer historic preservation status to the 
property?

Honoring the decision of the 1986 town council and maintain-
ing the consistency and integrity across 36 years is the issue.

Town staff made a mistake in failing to file the agreement 
at the end of 1986. That small failing had turned into an epic 
failure of governmental leadership.

The hearing examiner, a lawyer, remanded the issue back to 
the Town. Council makes decisions for the Town. It can be an 
administrative decision to inform council a hired law firm deems 
the agreement valid. Upholding the integrity and honor of its 
predecessor’s past action is for the town’s elected representa-
tives to determine, not staff.

Now at least 35 citizens are organizing against a three story 
20 unit building facing a residential neighborhood.

A town council’s purpose is to represent its citizens and 
lead the community into the future they hope to achieve. 
This council is stuck in the minutiae of legal terms and not 
interpreting then well for themselves or the community.
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OBITUARY

Stephen William Barden
Stephen William (Steve) 

Barden, age 72, of Camano 
Island passed away unexpectedly 
Sunday Sept. 4, 2022, in Rhemes-
Notre-Dame, Italy. 

Steve grew up in Seattle and 
later resided many years in La 
Conner and Camano Island. He 
received a Nursing degree from 
BTC and enjoyed working for 
Warm Beach Senior Community 
as a nurse before retiring. 

Steve would always do 
anything for his friends, family, 
or community and loved spending 
time with them. He lived life to the 
fullest and enjoyed watching the 
Seattle Mariners, taking care of 
his many bonsai trees, gardening, 
cooking, hiking, and traveling 
the world. He was always up 
for any adventure, climbing Mt 
Rainier, backpacking the 500-
mile Camino de Santiago from 
France to Spain, paragliding, or 
just riding the Expedition Everest 
rollercoaster at Disney world. 

He is survived by his wife of 
51 years, Pam; children, Brittany 
(spouse Scott) and Robert; 
grandson, Corbin; brothers, 
Bryce, and Chuff  (spouse 
Carolyn); sister-in-law, Karen 
(spouse Bill); nieces and nephews, 
May, Case, Heidi, Maddy, Joseph, 
and Richard. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Robert, and 
Marilu Barden.

He will be forever loved and 
forever missed.

Funeral services will be held 
Saturday, Oct. 1 at 10:30 a.m., 
at Sacred Heart Church of La 
Conner with a reception to 
follow. All are welcome to attend 
and celebrate Steve’s life. 

In lieu of fl owers, donations 
may be sent to Stanwood Food 
Bank, Tri-Parish Food Bank, or 
Catholic Community Services.

Having a hard time following along with conversations?
You may be suffering from loss of hearing.

Call us for a free hearing screening.

DIANE FOX
BC-HIS & COHC

360-583-9180
www.allabouthearingwa.com

    218 East Rio Vista Ave.
    Burlington, WA 98233

WE LOVE YOUR INSURANCE!
0% financing available

This is Banned 
Books Week

We are in the middle of 
Banned Books Week, Sept. 18-
24. This year’s theme is “Books 
Unite Us. Censorship Divides 
Us.” Banned Books Week 
draws national attention to the 
harms of censorship, focusing 
on eff orts across the country 
to remove or restrict access 
to books. Each year this week 
celebrates the freedom to read 
and the value of free and open 
access to information.. 

Banned Books Week was 
launched in 1982 in response to 
a sudden surge in the number of 
challenges to books in schools, 
bookstores and libraries. 

Five of the Top 10 
Challenged Books of 2021 have 
LGBTQIA+ content and most 
of the 10 are considered to be 
sexually explicit.

Banned Books Week brings 
together the entire book 
community – librarians, book-
sellers, publishers, journalists, 
teachers, and readers of all 
types – in shared support of the 
freedom to seek and to express 
ideas, even those some consider 
unorthodox or unpopular.

LGBTQIA+ abbreviates 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer/questioning, 
intersex, and asexual/
aromantic/agender.

Source: annedbooksweek.org.

FUTURE SITE OF SNAPDRAGON FLATS – Excavating the base of Snapdragon Hill prepares the site for 
construction next spring of developer C.J. Ebert’s Snapdragon Hill triplex apartment building. It will be fol-
lowed by Snapdragon Park on the south side, another triplex. Story next week.          – Photo by Ken Stern

Aleutian Isle raised, moved to Mitchell Bay
By Ken Stern

When you read this the fi shing 
vessel Aleutian Isle will be in 
Mitchell Bay. Plans were to 
move it there Monday afternoon. 
The vessel was successfully 
lifted to the surface Saturday, 
Sept. 17. Crews worked 
through that evening to dewater 
the vessel. Their fi rst eff orts 
removed 250 gallons of waste 
oil. They next removed any 
diesel fuel remaining onboard.   

Throughout the raising 
process some fuel escaped. The 
U.S. Coast Guard reported that 
pollution mitigation strategies 
were eff ective. Responders were 

able to boom sheening that was 
containable.  

Crews continued dewatering 
the vessel, removing 
approximately 775 gallons of 
oily-water mixture. Monday, 
additional dewatering lightened 
the weight of the vessel and it 
was moved onto the recovery 
barge.

Dewatering, removing fuel 
and de-rigging was a multi-day, 
multi-stage process to reduce the 
vessel’s weight so it could be 
brought to the surface.

In Mitchell Bay divers are able 
to work longer and safer in its 
shallower depths and crews will 
be able to completely defuel, 

dewater and re-rig the Aleutian 
Isle in preparation to be lifted 
onto a barge.

The 49 foot Aleutian Isle sank 
Aug. 13 on the west side of San 
Juan Island near Sunset Point 
and settled into about 200 feet of 
water.

Throughout the salvage 
process response crews 
contained the sheen and 
recovered fuel and oil whenever 
possible. No whales were in the 
vicinity during the lift Saturday, 
and there were no reported 
impacts to wildlife from the 
sheening.

Source: Washington 
Department of Ecology

Amtrak resumes service from 
Seattle to Vancouver, BC

The Amtrak Cascades service 
to Vancouver, British Columbia 
will resume Sept. 26. 

The fi rst Cascades train to 
Vancouver will depart Seattle at 
7:45 a.m. on Monday, Sept. 26, 
stop at fi ve cities along the way 
and arrive in Vancouver at 11:45 
a.m. Traveling southbound, 
Amtrak Cascades will depart 
Vancouver at 5:45 p.m. and 
arrive in Seattle at 10:10 p.m. A 
second daily trip will be added 
later. 

The route also off ers three 
daily round trips between 
Portland and Seattle, four daily 
buses between Seattle and 
Vancouver, BC and two daily 
buses between Seattle and 
Bellingham.

Service between Vancouver, 

BC, and Seattle was suspended 
in 2020 because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

All passengers must use the 
ArriveCAN app before travel 
and wear a mask in Canadian 
stations and on-board trains 
while traveling through Canada. 
Non-Canadian citizens must 
be fully vaccinated and carry 
the vaccination record that was 
uploaded into ArriveCAN.

Purchase tickets at Amtrak.
com, the Amtrak app, or 
1-800-USA-RAIL.

Source: Amtrak

State Parks 
free Saturday

OLYMPIA – State parks 
and lands have free entrance 
Saturday, Sept. 24, in recognition 
of National and Washington 
Public Lands Day. A Discover 
Pass will not be needed to park. 
Discover Pass free days apply to 
all visitor parking on Department 
of Natural Resources and 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
lands and in day-use areas at 
Washington state parks.

Source: Washington State 
Parks

Fall arrives 
Thursday

Falls comes our way at 9:04 
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 22. This is 
the autumnal equinox, from the 
Latin words, aequus, equal, and 
nox, night. This names the day 
when night and day are of almost 
equal length in all parts of the 
earth, roughly 12 hours each. 

Fall ends with winter’s start 
Dec. 21. The solstice is the 
shortest day and longest night of 
the year.

Meteorological fall started 
Sept. 1 and ends Nov. 30. 
Meteorological winter starts 
Dec.1. 

Donate to Tommy 
Thompson Trail 

The Tommy Thompson 
Trail at Fidalgo Bay Road in 
Anacortes has been indefi nitely 
closed since Aug. 30 due to 
a trestle fi re that damaged 
approximately 50 feet of the 
bridge across Fidalgo Bay. 

The investigation is ongoing, 
states a recent Anacortes Police 
Department press release. 
APD encourages anyone with 
information to contact police. 
They seek relevant surveillance 
footage of the area.

An investigator with the 
federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives is investigating, also, 
the press release states.

The Anacortes Parks Foun-
dation is accepting donations 
to rebuild the bridge. Donate at 
anacortesparksfoundation.org.

Source: Anacortes Police

A Little Bit of Land
By Jessica Gigot

about Skagit Valley!

Open 7 days a week! 
10 - 6

On Gilkey Square
360-399-1800

www.seaportbooks.com 
106 S. First St.

La Conner
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360-466-9932 • 702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS! 
INDOOR AIR CONDITIONING & HEATED PATIO

& EATERY, Inc.

Kitchen OPEN Sun. thru Thurs., until 
9 PM / Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

Customer preferred Fish and Chips 
and ChowderEST. 1972 - Family Operated

Fresh + Healthy
LUNCH On-the-go!

Open Daily to Everyone!  •  Downtown Mount Vernon  •  skagitfoodcoop.com

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:00 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

WE ARE NOW OPEN ON MONDAYS!

Wholesome bread, cookies 
and more made from locally 

sourced ingredients.

Valley Made Market
Skagit Valley Farmers Market
Island Hospital Farmstand 
Waxwing Farmstand 
Viva Farms CSA
Dear Table Farm CSA
Gordon Skagit Farms
Beaver Tales Coffee

Can also be found at:

Please check website for details.
www.watertankbakery.com360.757.2253

Previously found at Gilkey Square, now located at:
11777 Water Tank Road, Unit C

Burlington, WA 98233

www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer 
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY • BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
HAND-DIPPED FISH & CHIPS ON THURSDAYS
FRIDAY - SUNDAY: We have delicious burgers

featuring Mesman’s organic beef
19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon

Hours: Thurs.-Sun: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9
Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill

Soroptimists honor Lea Diacos’ life with award
By Bill Reynolds

The late Lea McMillan Diacos 
was truly a gem in her hometown 
of La Conner. 

How fi tting, then, that her 
memory is honored here as a 
posthumous recipient of the 
Soroptimist International of 
La Conner Ruby Award in 
recognition of her steadfast 
support of local youth. 

The ruby, after all, is associated 
with wisdom, importance, vitality, 
strength, power and love. 

Diacos, a 1938 La Conner High 
School graduate, checked all 
those boxes prior to her passing 
in 2008. 

Her love for her community 
is tangibly refl ected by her 
bequeathing $1.6 million in 
cash and property to the La 
Conner Community Scholarship 
Foundation. Diacos’ generosity 
established a major annual 
scholarship named for her parents, 
George and Lillian McMillan, 
whose pea cannery was a fi xture 
on the south end waterfront. 

“I still marvel that this 
happened in our little town,” 
Soroptimist and retired school 
district administrator Maureen 
Harlan said of the seven-fi gure 
Diacos bequest. 

The McMillan Scholarship 
each spring provides four-year 
funding support to a graduating 
senior planning to enroll in a state 
college or university. 

During her lifetime, Diacos 
provided money anonymously for 
students. 

“She would come in and 
either say that she’d heard we 
had students in need or ask if 
there were any students who we 
knew needed some help,” Harlan 
recalled. “Then she’d hand over 
an envelope with money and say 
it was something for whoever 
needed help.” 

Diacos’ philanthropy went 
under the radar. 

But La Conner Soroptimists, 
including Pam Johnson – her 
parents, Ed and Ruth Dalan, were 
friends of the McMillans – agreed 
that Diacos’ many contributions 
merit attention in perpetuity. 

The Ruby Award, they decided, 

was just the vehicle to do so. 
Named for Ruby Lee Minar, a 

prominent advocate for women’s 
rights and the fi rst president of 
the Washington, D.C. Soroptimist 
Club, the award recognizes 
women who have through their 
personal or professional lives 
worked to improve the lives of 
others. 

After her high school 
graduation, Diacos enrolled in 
Western Washington University’s 
College of Education. From there, 
teaching certifi cate in hand, she 
began her career as a classroom 
instructor with Anacortes schools. 
She married U.S. Navy veteran 
Christopher Diacos, an Anacortes 
business owner. 

Still, her devotion to La Conner 
didn’t waver. Nor did a deeply 
held value for community service. 

Those traits are spelled out 
in a Ruby Award plaque and 
pictorial tribute to Diacos created 
for La Conner Soroptimists 
by Bellingham artist Mary 
Ennes Davis, who six years ago 
developed the 60-foot by nine-
foot history wall at the middle 
school. 

Davis used photographs 
provided by Linda Reynolds-
Gravely and Catey Ritchie and 
favorite anecdotes off ered by 
multiple sources – Johnson and 
Gail Bruce, among them – in 
crafting the plaque. 

“It was quite a bit of work,” 
said Harlan. “She listened to all 
our stories and did a great job 
of highlighting Lea’s interest 
in giving back to the town and 
school she loved.” 

When conferred to a living 
person, the Ruby Award includes 
a $1,000 check. This time, La 
Conner Soroptimists used those 
funds to reimburse Davis for her 
yeoman eff orts. 

Barb Endrody and Ruth Braun, 
co-chairs of the La Conner 
Soroptimist service and awards 
committee, presented Davis’ work 
to Superintendent Will Nelson 
last week. 

An appreciative Nelson said 
the Diacos Ruby Award plaque 
and pictorial would be placed in 
a high visibility area, most likely 
inside the main entrance to the 
connected middle school and high 

support La Conner teachers 
working toward master’s degrees 
and national board certifi cation. 

Endrody and Braun said such 
support along with Ruby Award 
recognition are the result of the 
community’s embrace – through 
cash and merchandise donations 
to Vintage La Conner – of the 
Soroptimist mission. 

“We really thank the commu-
nity for being so supportive of 
everything we do,” Endrody said. 
“Without those donations we 
couldn’t do what we do.” 

Launched in 1921, in Oakland, 
California, at a time when women 
weren’t permitted to join service 
organizations, Soroptimist 
International now boasts more 
than 1,300 clubs invested in 
bettering their communities 
and taking steps to assure the 
economic empowerment of 
women and girls. 

Diacos provided a perfect 
model for La Conner Soroptimists 
to emulate. 

“Everything we take in,” said 
Harlan, “we give back.” 

As did Diacos, whose sharing 
and caring nature is now 
memorialized via the Ruby 
Award. 

“There’s no other way to thank 
her,” Harlan said, “but to honor 
her.

HONORING A GEM – La Conner Soroptimists Barb Endrody (left) and 
Ruth Braun present to Superintendent Will Nelson a plaque and pictorial 
Ruby Award tribute created by artist Mary Ennes Davis posthumously 
honoring Lea McMillan Diacos.   – Photo by Bill Reynolds

Fall sports kick off busy schedules
By Bill Reynolds

After suff ering successive 
losses to open the season, the La 
Conner High School girls’ soccer 
team got on the board in a 10-2 
non-conference home loss to Oak 
Harbor Sept. 9. 

Still, an asterisk is in order. 
The two La Conner goals were 

scored by Oak Harbor players 
on loan to the short-handed Lady 
Braves, who are still without their 
full roster due to eligibility and 
injury issues. 

Head coach Christian 
Warman said some players need 
to complete the required 10 
preseason practices to participate 
in matches. 

The clash with the Lady 
Wildcats was essentially a 
scrimmage with a third big school 
foe following prior setbacks 
to Kamiak and East Valley of 
Yakima. 

Warman was pleased with the 
eff ort his players – many of them 
underclassmen – put forth. 

“We had some good things 
happen,” he said, “but we had 
some adversity in the second half. 
We kind of lost our focus there. It 
was a tough week, playing against 
larger schools, but we still need to 
fi nd a way to keep our focus.” 

The Lady Braves (0-4) resumed 
home action Sept. 14 with a hard-
fought 3-0 defeat to another bigger 

school, Sedro-Woolley. 
Warman is hoping his club 

can be at full strength when it 
hosts Friday Harbor tomorrow 
(Thursday) at 4 p.m. The Lady 
Braves visit Mount Vernon 
Christian Saturday at 2 p.m. 

The La Conner boys’ team, 
meanwhile, debuted two weeks 
ago with a pair of tight setbacks. 
The Braves fell 2-1 to Rainier 
Christian and 3-1 to Riverside 
Christian. La Conner got a win 
with a 3-0 shutout victory at 
home over Concordia Christian 
Academy of Tacoma Sept. 17. 

The Braves entertained 
NW2B/1B rival Coupeville 
yesterday. They play Grace 
Academy in a 4:30 p.m. home 
match Sept. 27. 

The defending state 2B 
champion high school volleyball 
team, idle since a straight-sets 
season debut triumph over 2A 
Anacortes, returned to action 
late Monday, at home opposite 
Sehome. Coach Suzanne Marble’s 
chargers sail to Friday Harbor 
tomorrow for a 3:30 p.m. match 
with the Lady Wolverines. 

The La Conner football team, 
whose fi rst two scheduled games 
were canceled – one due to poor 
air quality from wildfi res – fell 
52-0 at Friday Harbor Sept. 16. 
The Braves look to regroup at 
home this Friday (7 p.m.) in a 
conference clash with Coupeville. 

school buildings. 
Chartered in 1996, La Conner 

Soroptimists have a well-
established reputation for support 
of local schools and students, 
Endrody and Braun noted. 

The club, which operates the 
popular Vintage La Conner store 
at Third and Morris streets, has 
awarded thousands of dollars 
in scholarships to La Conner 
graduates over the years, 
including $3,000 each to six 
seniors last spring. 

“We want to make a 
diff erence,” Braun stressed. 

Endrody said the Soroptimists 
provide scholarship aid to 
graduates working toward 
advanced degrees and with the 
Dixie Otis Memorial Award 
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For ticket info visit skagitriverpoetry.org
To volunteer visit skagitriverpoetry.org/about/volunteer

p r e s e n t s :

September 16th -  October 20th, 2022
RECEPTION FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 16 @6PM

26915 102nd Dr NW, Stanwood, WA 98292

c a s s e r a
G A L L E R I E S

360-424-4548 • 1-800-466-6081 • 2600 Cedardale Rd
Mount Vernon • I-5 Exit 225 • www.soundcedar.com

Operated by
Robert Desmarais and crew

Skagit County Native for 44 Years
22,000 SQ FT SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE

CEDAR SIDING
TIMBERS
TRIM

DDEECCKKOORRAATTOORRSS COMPOSITE DECKING

HHAARRDDWWOOOODD DDEECCKKIINNGG -- 
Tiger wood • IPE •Bamboo & 
more CCEEDDAARR DDEECCKKIINNGG

CEDAR FFEENNCCIINNGG -- 
1x4 • Split Rail • 1x6

Open daily 10 to 6
Fruits, vegetables, local cheeses, eggs, Breadfarm bread, local flour.

12052 Chilberg - at the roundabout
Hedlin Farms veggies all in a row.

Grown while you watch by people you know.

Another successful Skagit 
Valley Giant Pumpkin Festival 

By Marissa Conklin

The Skagit Valley Pumpkin Festival Sept. 17 was a success for 
both host Christianson’s Nursery and farmers across the state. 

From 9 a.m.-4 p.m. visitors attending enjoyed family-friendly 
carnival games, face painting and tractor rides while the adults 
enjoyed a Farmstrong Brewing beer garden. 

Pumpkin festival entries competed to fi nish among the top ten for 
the heaviest pumpkins. Two bonus awards included the “Howard Dill 
Prettiest Pumpkin” and the “Ugliest Pumpkin.” Winners received 
cash prizes ranging from $25 to $1,500.

There were 11 entries and each pumpkin had to be carried to the 
scale by a forklift. The heaviest pumpkin weighed in at 1,614 pounds 
and was grown in Sumner, Washington by master pumpkin grower 
Joel Holland. Christianson’s social media reports that Holland has 
taken fi rst place at the festival several times. 

A fan favorite was Cindy Tobeck’s pumpkin, which took third 
place at 1,277.5 pounds She came from Olympia. Many families 
crowded around the orange gourd and took pictures of their children 
climbing all over it. 

The pumpkins are available to view through next week. 

FAN FAVORITE – Third place winner Cindy Tobeck poses next to 
her 1,277.5 pound giant pumpkin at the Skagit Valley Giant Pumpkin 
Festival at Christianson’s Nursery Sept. 17. 
                                                                    – Photo by Marissa Conklin

Sweet deal for Poetry Festival volunteers
By Anne Basye

A million details make the 
Skagit River Poetry Festival 
happen – and they are all coming 
together. 

Before the Festival takes place 
in La Conner Oct. 6-9, there are 
34 poets to match to housing, 
pick up at the airport shuttle 
and feed. There are half a dozen 
school buses to arrange so Skagit 
and Whatcom County high 
school students can attend for 
free on Friday, October 7. Not to 
mention 220 chairs to distribute 
to Festival venues for a four-day 
whirlwind of setting up, taking 
down, setting up and taking 
down again. 

This is the Poetry Festival 
number 11. For each of the 
previous ten, “my goal has been 
to be able to turn on the switch 
the fi rst day and have everything 
run smoothly,” said Molly 
McNulty, executive director 
of the Skagit River Poetry 
Foundation, “but something 
always throws in a monkey 
wrench.” 

So far, there’s not a monkey 
wrench to be seen. McNulty says 
all poets have someone to greet 

them at the shuttle and housing 
is largely lined up, thanks to 
residents like Maureen Harlan, 
former principal, counselor 
and teacher at La Conner High 
School. 

Harlan loves housing poets for 
the Festival and SRPF’s Poets in 
the Schools program. This year 
she and her husband Mit are 
opening their home to Illinois 
poet Austin Smith. 

“I saw him on C-SPAN a 
couple of years ago and was 
totally charmed,” she said. “I 
told Molly that if she could get 
Austin Smith out here I’d pay 
for his fl ight. Now he’s coming 
and I’m really looking forward to 
meeting him.” 

While many volunteers have 
been recruited, Festival volunteer 
coordinator Britta Eschete still 
needs folks to do what McNulty 
calls “the dirty jobs.” That 
includes setting up and taking 
down venues and helping serve 
and clean up after the Thursday 
night meal. People are needed 
to sell merchandise and tickets 
in Maple Hall and host venues 
where individual poets read and 
discuss their work. 

Volunteers will be paid in 

poetry. Anyone who volunteers 
for 12 hours over the four days 
has free access to all Festival 
events except the Thursday night 
soiree. 

For those with less time to 
commit, a half day of volunteer-
ing can be exchanged for free 
admission to the rest of the day’s 
program. 

McNulty says there is lots of 
excitement around the festival, 
along with some unknown 
variables. This is the fi rst time 
the Festival has taken place in 
the fall, although Skagit county 
school superintendents prefer 
October over May. It is also 
the fi rst full year of in-person 
schooling since the pandemic. 

Slowly, schools are signing 
on and people are purchasing 
tickets. 

“All the big cities have poetry 
festivals, but we are unique 
in that we bring nationally 
renowned poets to ours,” said 
McNulty. “So we always say that 
ours is the best.” 

Whether they buy a ticket or 
sign up to volunteer, La Conner 
Weekly News readers can put 
SPRF’s claim to the test in a little 
over two weeks.

Hedlin. . . 
(from page 1)
in agriculture and mission to 
preserve farmland to his family 
and those mentors who took him 
under their wings and provided 
encouragement at an early age. 

The latter included the 
late Bob Hulbert, whose 
granddaughter, Bryn Hulbert, 
serves alongside Hedlin on the 
SPF board. 

“Bob saw something in me 
that I didn’t see myself,” said 
Hedlin. “He had a profound 
eff ect on my life.” 

His voice occasionally crack-
ing with emotion, Hedlin noted 
the arrival here more than a 
century ago from Denmark – via 
North Dakota – of his grandfa-
ther Rasmus Koudal. 

In a video presentation 
Saturday, Hedlin said Koudal 
at one point went atop the hill 
in town where the historical 
museum is now located and 
admiringly looked out upon 
Dodge Valley and the La Conner 
Flats. 

“He said it reminded him of 
Denmark,” Hedlin recounted, 
“and that it was the best of the 
best.” 

For that reason, he said, the 
Hedlin family remains fi rmly 
committed to maintaining its 
nearly 500-acre La Conner area 
farm, which produces about 40 
diff erent crops, well into the 
future. 

It’s a vision he endorses for all 
Skagit County farm families. 

“When we all work together,” 
insisted Hedlin, “we all win.” 

A host of Skagit farmers 
paid tribute to Hedlin’s 33-year 
commitment to SPF in the video. 
John Roozen, with whom Hedlin 
often lunches in La Conner, was 
one. 

“Thank you, Dave Hedlin,” 
Roozen said, “for being my 

friend.” 
On that score, as evidenced 

by the attendance, Roozen has 
plenty of company. 

I Christianson’s Nursery & 
Greenhouse, Dunlap Towing 
and Calico Cupboard were 
among offi  cial sponsors of the 
Celebrate Skagit Harvest Dinner 
and Auction. Hedlin’s Family 
Farm and Tillinghast Postal & 
Business Center served as in-
kind supporters and producers. 

Swinomish master carver 
Kevin Paul donated “Big 
Love,” a pair of hummingbirds 
fashioned from yellow cedar, 
to the live auction. It fetched 
$1,600. The carving represents 
healing with the hummingbird 
beaks coming together to form 
a heart. 

Vote. . . (from page 1)
Thomas and Hayes sought a 

second special council meeting 
this week following the Friday 
council vote. Hayes called for it 
Monday morning.

“That was not the decision that 
Scott and I expected,” Hayes 
said in a phone call after the 
meeting.

Thomas agreed.
“We think the document 

should be out in the public,” he 
said.

Both said the Town adminis-
tration is committed to transpar-
ency.

On Friday council members 
expressed reservations about re-
leasing details of communication 
labeled confi dential.

“I’m uncomfortable going 
against that,” councilman Rick 
Dole explained prior to the initial 
vote. “This would put La Conner 
in a very negative position with 
other attorneys we might work 
with in the future. And that’s 
something I don’t want to be part 

of.”
Council members Annie Tay-

lor and Mary Wohleb were also 
able to attend. Members Ivan 
Carlson and MaryLee Chamber-
lain were absent.

Dole’s concerns were alleviat-
ed Tuesday. Council was assured 
that its action would be limited 
to this one issue and not have a 
bearing on future attorney-client 
privilege situations.  

Only council, as the client 
in this scenario, can waive the 
attorney-client privilege, Thomas 
said. 

Dole, Taylor, Wohleb and 
Carlson voted in unison on 
Tuesday. MaryLee Chamberlain 
was unable to attend the special 
meeting the next morning.

The 36-year-old contract 
rezone agreement, which for rea-
sons no one is certain, was never 
codifi ed in ordinance form nor 
recorded at the Skagit County 
auditor’s offi  ce. It was misfi led 
under an incorrect address at 
town hall.

The rezone terms had required 
then-property owners Jerry and 
Donna Blades to submit to an 
historic design review process 
for development of the site in ex-
change for it being re-designated 
from residential to commercial 
use.

The site is behind a former 
full-service fuel station in the 
heart of a single-family residen-
tial neighborhood.

The contract rezone is at the 
heart of a bid by owners Kate 
and Brandon Atkinson to build 
a three-story 20-unit residential 
building. 

Their conditional use permit 

was approved by Hearing 
Examiner David Lowell. In 
an appeal, or reconsideration, 
the contract rezone agreement 
was entered into the record by 
longtime resident Linda Talman. 

Lowell remanded the agree-
ment back to the Town to deter-
mine the validity of the contract 
rezone. 

Seattle attorney David 
Bricklin, retained by two La 
Conner residents, has opined that 
the contract rezone is valid, and 
that the Town is obliged to honor 
its commitment. 

Thomas said Kenyon Disend 
“are saying the agreement isn’t 
enforceable.” Their assessment 
is that the contract rezone was 
voided when its conditions were 
not revealed to those who had 
subsequently purchased the 
property following the Blades’ 
ownership. 
Assistant planner job Ok’d

At its Friday session, the 
council approved creation of 
a full-time assistant municipal 
planner position. The Town has 
been unsuccessful in recruiting 
applicants for a new permit tech-
nician post. 

“So,” said Thomas, “we de-
cided to go in a slightly diff erent 
direction and try to hire an assis-
tant planner. We’re looking at a 
younger, talented planner just out 
of school. 

“The responsibilities have 
been somewhat enhanced,” 
Thomas said. “We’re hopeful 
we can fi nd someone to fi ll this 
position who can help reduce the 
workload on our planner and so 
we can have someone available 
whenever Town Hall is open.” 
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AGENDA LEGAL NOTICES

A n s w e r s  t o  S e p t e m b e r  21  p u z z l e s

Place an 
At Your Service ad 

Plus appear in our 
Online 

Business 
Directory

$175 
for 12 weeks 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(888) 674-7053

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

Prepare 
for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

PAYMENT OPTIONS

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(866) 954-2961

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY
LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent & Guest Moorage

Dry Boat Storage • Launching Facilities 
Public Laundry • RV Park

Office: 613 N. 2nd St. • 360-466-3118

FELICIA VALUE
ATTORNEY AT LAW
PRACTICING EMPHASIZING
WILLS, TRUSTS & PROBATE

360-466-2088
413 B MORRIS ST. • LA CONNER

At Your Service Directory

Call today!
(360) 466-5700

204 N. First St. 
 La Conner, WA

Come
Discover 

Excellence
in Senior

Living!Independent &
Assisted Living

Call today!
(360) 466-5700

204 N. First St. 
 La Conner, WA

Come
Discover 

Excellence
in Senior

Living!Independent &
Assisted Living

FELICIA VALUE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

PRACTICE EMPHASIZING
WILLS, TRUSTS & PROBATE

(360) 466-2088
413 B MORRIS ST., LA CONNER, WA

William H. Taylor
ATTORNEY AT LAW

425-258-3553 • williamt@wtaylorlaw.com
Serving Skagit and Snohomish Counties

• Workers Compensation • Personal Injury
• Wrongful Death

• Social Security Disability
• Employment Law

$175
Place Your Ad 

Here!
New service 

ad package coming soon!

THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE STATE OF WASH-
INGTON IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF SKAGIT
Estate of Christopher 
HILLSON, Deceased, 
Michael HILLSON, 
Petitioner. Case No. 

22-4-00346-29
   NOTICE TO CREDITORS
TO: ALL CREDITORS OF 

THE DECENDENT.
YOU AND EACH OF YOU 

TAKE NOTE that the Per-
sonal Representative named 
below has been appointed as 
Personal Representative of 
this Estate. Any person hav-
ing a claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the Personal 
Representative or the Person-
al Representative's attorney 
at the address stated below a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim with 
the Court. The claim must be 
presented within the later of: 
(1) Thirty days after the Per-
sonal Representative served 
or mailed the notice to the 
creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 

• On Oct. 6, 1866, the Reno gang car-
ries out the first robbery of a moving 
train, making off with $13,000 from a 
train in Indiana. This new method of 
sticking up moving trains in remote 
locations that were low on law enforce-
ment, instead of trains sitting in depots, 
soon became popular in the American 
West.

• On Oct. 4, 1927, sculpting begins on 
the granite images of presidents Wash-
ington, Jefferson, Lincoln and Roos-
evelt at Mount Rushmore. Jefferson’s 
image was originally fashioned to the 
right of Washington. Within two years, 
the face was badly cracked, and work-
ers blasted the sculpture off the moun-
tain. Sculpting began again with Jeffer-
son on the left side of Washington.

• On Oct. 5, 1947, President Harry 
Truman makes the first televised pres-
idential address, asking Americans to 
cut back on food to help starving Euro-
peans. He requested that the public vol-
untarily forgo meat on Tuesdays, eggs 
and poultry on Thursdays and to save a 
slice of bread each day.

• On Oct. 8, 1956, New York Yankees 
right-hander Don Larsen pitches the 
first no-hitter in the history of the World 
Series. It was a perfect game that no 
one matched until Philadelphia Phillies 
pitcher Roy Halladay in 2010.

• On Oct. 9, 1967, socialist revolu-
tionary and guerrilla leader Che Gue-
vara, age 39, is captured and executed 
by the Bolivian army. In 1997, Gue-
vara’s remains were found and sent 
back to Cuba, where they were reburied 
in a ceremony attended by President 
Fidel Castro and thousands of Cubans.

• On Oct. 7, 1983, Sean Connery 
stars in “Never Say Never Again” as 
the British secret service agent James 
Bond, a role he last played in 1971. 
The film’s title referenced the fact that 
the Scottish-born actor had previous-
ly remarked that he would never play 
Agent 007 again.

• On Oct. 3, 1995, Heisman Trophy 
winner O.J. Simpson is acquitted of the 
double murder of his estranged wife, 
Nicole Brown Simpson, and her friend, 
Ronald Goldman, despite a DNA 
match, a wound on Simpson’s hand, the 
recent purchase of a Stiletto knife and 
matching shoeprints at the scene.

© 2022 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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SUPERIOR COURT OF  
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 22-4-00456-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
In the Matter of the Estate of

Marjorie M. Bickel, Deceased.
The personal representative 

named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate.  Any person 
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below, a copy of 
the claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate as-
sets.
Date of first publication:  

September 14, 2022
Joel M. Soderberg

Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-
HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal Rep-

resentative
P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway 
Drive, Suite B Mount Vernon, 
WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News September 14, 
21, 28, 2022.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 22-4-00473-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
In the Matter of the Estate of

Gene Sargent, Deceased
The personal representative 

named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate.  Any person 
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below, a copy of 
the claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate as-
sets.
Date of first publication:  

September 21, 2022
Michael L. Sargent

Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-
HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal Repre-
sentative
P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway 
Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News September 21, 
28, October 5, 2022.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 22-4-00474-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 

(RCW 11.40.030)
In the Matter of the Estate of

Roger D. Hurd, Deceased
The personal representative 

named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate.  Any person 
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 

in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below, a copy of 
the claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate as-
sets.
Date of first publication:  

September 21, 2022
Roger Mark Hurd

Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-
HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal Repre-
sentative
P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway 
Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News September 21, 
28, October 5, 2022.

within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent's 
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication:  

September 7, 2022.               
Personal Representative:

Michael Hillson
Attorney for the Personal 

Representative:		
JOSEPH D. BOWEN, #17631             
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice:			 
JOSEPH D. BOWEN	
ATTORNEY AT LAW, P.S.
401 South Second Street		
Mount Vernon, WA   98273      
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News September 7, 
14, 21, 2022.

TOWN COUNCIL 
AGENDA September 27, 
2022. 104 Commercial 
Street Upper Maple Center

And by Zoom
Information is below and 

on the Town Website.
I. Call to Order
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Public Comments 

(Limit:  3 minutes per per-
son)
IV. Presentations:	
V. CONSENT AGENDA
A. Consent Agenda (Ap-

proved without objection 
5/0)
1. Approval of the Min-

utes: Council Meeting 
September 13, 2022
Finance: Approval of Ac-

counts Payable	
Approval of Payroll
VI. REPORTS
1. Administrator’s Report
2. Mayor’s Report 
3. Council Committee Re-

ports	
VII. UNFINISHED 

BUSINESS:
1. PUBLIC HEARING – 

Parks & Fire Impact Fees
2. Ordinance – Parks and 

Fire Impact Fees
3. Ordinance – Resident 

Request
4. Center Street - Discus-

sion
VIII. NEW BUSINESS
1. Agreement – Commu-

nity Action Vender Agree-
ment (Utility Billing Assis-
tant)
2. 2023 Hotel Motel Dis-

tribution
IX. MAYOR ROUNDTA-

BLE
X. EXECUTIVE SES-

SION
There may be an execu-

tive session immediately 
preceding or following 
the meeting as allowed by 
RCW 42.30.110 and as an-
nounced by the presiding 
officer.

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF WASHINGTON  
FOR THE COUNTY OF 
SKAGIT In the Matter of the 
Estate of BARBARA JOAN 

BISSELL, Deceased.
Case No. 22-4-00458-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 

RCW 11.40.020, 11.40.030
The Personal Representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed and has qualified 
as Personal Representative of 
this estate. Any person hav-
ing a claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving or 
mailing to the Personal Repre-
sentative or the Personal Rep-
resentative’s attorney at the 
address stated below a copy of 
the claim, and filing the origi-
nal of the claim with the court 
in which the probate proceed-
ings were commenced.  The 
claim must be presented with-
in the later of: (1) thirty days 
after the Personal Representa-
tive served or mailed the no-
tice to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); 
or (2) four months after the 
date of first publication of the 
notice.  If the claim is not pre-
sented within this time frame, 
the claim is forever barred, 
except as otherwise provided 
in RCW 11.40.051 and RCW 
11.40.060.  This bar is effec-
tive as to claims against both 
the probate assets and nonpro-
bate assets of the decedent.  
Date of First Publication: 

September 21,  2022.
Personal Representative:  

Lexie Lamborn
Attorney for Personal Repre-

sentative:
BARRON SMITH DAU-

GERT PLLC
Felicia Value, WSBA No. 

27635
PO Box 578
La Conner, WA 98257
(360) 466-2088
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News September 21, 
28, October 5, 2022.

Jensons. . . (from page 1)

Councilmember MaryLee Chamberlain, in the dis-
cussion before the vote, said she favored purchasing 
the Jenson property and involving the public in how 
best to use the land. 

“I think involving the community is an important 
thing to plan for,” Chamberlain insisted. She suggested 
crafting a citizens’ survey to gather public input, akin 
to the process undertaken for the new Maple Avenue 
park. 
The rest of the council meeting

Councilmember Mary Wohleb brought up that the 
Town’s application for a state Recreation Conservation 
Opportunity grant to develop the park was unsuccess-
ful. 

“It was very competitive, but we’ll continue to pur-
sue funding,” vowed Wohleb, liaison to the town parks 
commission. 

The La Conner Rotary Club has committed $5,000 
to the Maple Avenue park project, she noted. 

“We’ve been chasing grants,” said Wohleb. “It was a 
lot of work (on the RCO grant) and for it to just die on 
the vine was sad. But at least we still have open space 
there.” 

Town planner Michael Davolio said requests for 
changes to the municipal code or comprehensive plan 
submitted through January will be considered in 2023. 
He said that due to state mandated deadlines requiring 
submission of materials, items proposed now cannot be 
considered in 2022. 

The annual 60-day window for submitting ideas for 
code and comp plan changes is Dec. 1-Jan. 31. He, 
Chamberlain, and Hayes agreed it is confusing, with 
the two-month period straddling calendar years. 

Davolio said he is open to a longer public input peri-
od if the Town deadline remains the end of January. 

Town Administrator Scott Thomas said the window 
can be modified for improved clarity. 

Davolio said developing a short-term rental policy 
will be deferred.

The Port of Skagit, whose representatives are sched-
uled to attend the Sept. 20 planning commission public 
hearing, was the lone applicant to propose changes for 
this year, said Davolio. 

Resident Amy McFeely addressed concerns about La 
Conner’s susceptibility to costly property crimes and 
issued a plea for Town leaders to draft and implement 
cost-effective strategies that enhance public safety. 

Councilmember Rick Dole similarly relayed to Sgt. 
Beau Montgomery, the Skagit County Sheriff’s Office 
La Conner Detachment administrator, that two local 
merchants have asked if officers on street patrol can 
occasionally stop inside stores. 

“Definitely,” said Montgomery, “I’ll put the word 
out.” 

Montgomery said the sheriff’s office also will meet 
with residents and merchants to provide assessments 
on how they can best protect their properties against 
crime. 

“I’m an advocate for a citizens’ patrol,” said Hayes, 
“but it hasn’t gone anywhere.” 

Hayes brought up residents’ concerns about speed-
ing traffic all over town. Center Street property owner 
Georgia Johnson offered testimony, saying she has 
been passed on Maple Avenue by vehicles traveling up 
to 40 mph. 

Roadway speed cushions are an option, Hayes said. 
Hayes announced some business owners are discuss-

ing a Dickens Era Christmas Festival in December. 
The group is self-funded. 

“That will give us a greater opportunity to have a 
broader public discussion,” he said. 

La Conner artist Maggie Wilder and her corps of 
volunteers were thanked for restoring the murals be-
neath Rainbow Bridge. 

Lastly, resident Gary Nelson implored council 
members to focus on sections in the Comprehensive 
Plan addressing affordability of local housing. 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

ART & THEATRE

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank. Food 
distribution every Monday from 2:30–5 
p.m. 602 S. 3rd St., La Conner. 360-
488-3878. laconnerfoodbank.com.

ASSISTANCE

LIBRARIES
La Conner Library. 
614 Morris St, La Conner. 360-466-
3352. lclib.wa.us. Closed indefinitely to 
start the move process to new building. 
Anacortes Public Library. 
360-299-8067, CityofAnacortes.org. 
1220 10th St, Anacortes.

Teen Acting Workshop. Every Friday. 
3-4:30 p.m. at library community room. 
Free. Performance Sept. 30, 5 p.m.

Tech Help. Every weekday at library 
front desk. 11 a.m.–1 p.m. Drop-in for 
hands-on help.
Mount Vernon Public Library. 
360-336-6209, mountvernonwa.gov. 315 
Snoqualmie St, Mount Vernon.

Virtual Reality. Every Saturday 10 
a.m.–1 p.m. Must be 18 or older.

Baby Storytime. Every Friday 10:30-11 
a.m.

MUSEUM EXHIBITS
Museum of Northwest Art. Hours: 
Mon-Sat 10 a.m.–5 p.m.; Sun 11 
a.m.–4 p.m. monamuseum.org, 360-
466-4446. Exhibit: Alfredo Arreguin. 
Painter from the New World. Through 
Oct. 2. 

Exhibit: In Pursuit of Abstraction. 
Instructors at the UW School of Art in 
the 1960s. Through Oct. 9. 
Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum. Hours: Wed-Sun 
11 a.m.–5 p.m. qfamuseum.org, 
360-466-4288. 703 S Second St, La 
Conner.

Exhibit: Essence of Japan. Through 
October 9.

Exhibit: Tangled Fibers. Through 
October 30.
Skagit County Historical Museum. 
360-466-3365 or skagitcounty.net/
museum. Hours: Thurs-Sun 11 a.m.- 
4 p.m.

Exhibit: Lavone Newell-Reim: A Life 
Well Lived. Through October 2.

Exhibit: Hunt and Peck. Through 
October 31.

NOT TO BE MISSED

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle.

Meet every Wednesday. 1- 2 p.m., 
Burlington Senior Center. Beginners 
and all ages are welcome. Loaner 
ukes available. For more info, email 
yogaheartspace0@gmail.com.

MEETINGS
Town of La Conner
204 Douglas St, La Conner. 360-466-
3125. Zoom info @Townoflaconner.
org/calendar.

Town Council. Sept. 27, 6 p.m. at 
Maple Hall and Zoom.
La Conner School District
305 N 6th St, La Conner. 360-466-
4113. lcsd.wednet.edu.

Staff Meeting to discuss phone 
policy. Sept. 26, 4 p.m. at district 
office board room and Zoom. 

Board Meeting. Sept. 26, 5 p.m. at 
district office board room and Zoom.

Financial Aid Night. Sept. 27, at high 
school library. 
Skagit Conservation District 2021 
E. College Way #203, Mt. Vernon. 
360-428-4313. Zoom info @ skagitcd.
org. 

Board meetings. Every fourth 
Wednesday 7:30–9 a.m. Next meeting 
September 27. 
Rotary Club of La Conner. 
laconnerrotary.org. Meetings Monday, 
6–7 p.m. at the Farmhouse restaurant 
- optional dinner at 5:30 p.m.
Skagit Cemetery District One. 

Regular meetings. Every second 
Thursday, 5 p.m. at Lori Buher’s 
home, 17604 Valentine Rd., Mount 
Vernon.
Little Mountain Gamblers. 

Gamblers Anonymous. Every Tuesday, 
6:30 p.m. at Senior Center in Mount 
Vernon. 1401 Cleveland Ave. Any ques-
tions, call Washington State Gamblers 
Anonymous hotline at 855-222-5542.

Cassera Galleries.
106 1st St, La Conner. casseraartspre-
miers.com.

The Art of Furniture by Stuart Welch. 
Through Oct. 20.
Whidbey Playhouse.
730 SE Midway Blvd, Oak Harbor. 360-
679-2237. whidbeyplayhouse.com

Show: “Grease” through Oct. 2. Fri-
Sat 7:30 p.m., Sunday 2:30 p.m.
Lincoln Theatre.
712 S 1st St, Mount Vernon. 360-336-
8955. lincolntheatre.org.

Auditions: Frozen Jr. Sept. 20-21, 
6 p.m. Theatre Arts Guild (TAG) 
production.  
Camano Island Quilters. 

Harvest Festival Quilt Sale. Sept. 24-
25, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Christianson’s 
Nursery. Quilts for sale, quilts on 
display, vendors, quilters boutique 
and more. Admission $6, kids 12 and 
under free.

Salmon steaks, ideally, are from a firm fish. There’s a wild 
taste because it’s baked with the bones in and the skin is on. 
I tried a cajun Louisiana fish fry mix. Baking on parchment 
paper makes clean-up easy. 

Ingredients
•	 Salmon steaks, 1 

per serving
•	 Fish fry mix, 1 cup
•	 Butter, 5 tbsp
•	 Parchment paper, 

to fit the baking 
sheet

Preparation
Pat the salmon 

dry. Sprinkle on the 
fish fry mix, coating both sides, patting into the salmon. Set 
the coated salmon steaks onto the parchment lined baking 
sheet. Lay the butter pats around the salmon. Bake 350 F for 
30 minutes.   

AqiimuksKitchen@outlook.com

Baked Salmon Steaks
By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor.

Puzzle Answers Page 6

Classified ads now in print and online • same low price
Submit your ad by Sunday noon for next issue publishing • laconnerweeklynews.com/classifiedads or 360-466-3315

CLASSIFIEDS

REPORTER WANTED Like to write? 
Want to see your name in print? 
Part-time writer needed for: Freelance, 
contract work. Some weekends. Send 
letter of interest and writing samples to: 
Ken Stern, publisher: 
editor@laconnernews.com

LOOKING FOR 1-4 Acres of land in 
Whatcom, Sedro Woolley, La Conner,  
Marblemount, Stanwood, Anacortes, 
Coupeville, etc. for off-grid homestead 
for my small family.  Must have trees 
and year around access.  Have $40-75K 
cash in hand for whole payment, with 
minimal building restrictions preferred.  
Please call 425-772-1096

FOR SALE sofa, china display cabinet, 
dining table/4 chairs,  kitchen hutch, 
small desk, 3 drawer chest, 2 drawer 
lateral file,  2 pole lamps, 2 rattan chairs, 
2 small occasional tables, decorative 
mirror, 6ft. x-mas tree. Located in Shelter 
Bay. Call Tiina at 714-803-5877

OFFICE ASSISTANT. This is a Part-
time position of 20 hours a week with 
an hourly wage of $19.43 per hour. 
No Benefits. Duties include answering 
phones, greeting customers, daily 
posting of all payments, and other duties 
assigned. For an employment applica-
tion and full job description, please refer 
to the Town of La Conner website www.
townoflaconner.org under Employment. 
Applications are due no later than 3:30 
pm on September 30, 2022.  Late sub-
missions will not be accepted.  

STAY IN YOUR HOME ON YOUR 
OWN TERMS.  I am a healthy retired 
teacher and former veteran offering 
homestay, caregiving and housekeeper 
solutions for seniors.  I would prefer a 
live-in situation, renting a room from the 
employer. Call Nick at 206-422-1179 or 
email earboneman@hotmail.com.

JO’S HEALING HANDS. When is the 
last time you got a massage? Call and 
make an appt. Today - Jo’s Healing 
Hands LMT 360-708-2022.

LOOKING FOR A LONG-TERM 
RELATIONSHIP. Hello, my name is 
Scott, and I know how to spoil and treat 
a lady right. I’m a marine chef, 51, a 
Christian, 5’10”, 250 lbs., have black 

hair, blue eyes, and a muscular build. 
Please call me at 832-805-8088.

FIND YOUR CHURCH CONNECTION 
at Skagit Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship. Our welcoming and loving 
congregation promotes spiritual growth, 
justice and cares for the planet. Sunday 
services at 10:30 a.m. in person and on-
line Please request a link to the service: 
skagituu@gmail.com. Address: 500 W 
Section St, Mount Vernon.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE with a $325 

classified listing or $1600 for a display 
ad. Call this newspaper or 360-344-2938 
for details. 

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE 
ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank 
levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt FAST. 
Call 866-973-1302 (Hours: Mon-Fri 7am-
5pm).

ATTENTION: OXYGEN USERS. 
Gain freedom with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator! No more heavy tanks & 
refills! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME with energy 
efficient new windows! They will increase 
your home’s value & decrease your 
energy bills. Replace all or a few!  Call 
now to get your free, no-obligation 
quote. 866-944-4248.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. 
Receive maximum value of write off for 
your taxes. Running or not! All conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call for details, 
855-635-4229.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
today with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 money down + low 
monthly payment options. Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

Skagit County Fall Garage Sale. 
Sept. 23-24, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at Skagit 

County Fairgrounds. Admission $4 per 
person. Over 160 vendors and live music
B-Town Fall Fest. 

Sept. 24-25, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at Skagit 
River Park. Free family fun. 
Skagit Land Trust 

Barr Creek Volunteer Event. Sept. 
23, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Conrad Rd. near 
Rockport. RSVP at skagitlandtrust.org.
Cub Scout Adventure Day. 

Oct. 1, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at Fire Mountain 
Scout Camp in Mount Vernon. All Cub 
Scouts, parents and siblings are invited.
Washington Brant Foundation. 

Bird decoy carving and painting. Oct. 5, 
4-6 p.m. at Maiben House in Burlington. 
8-week series is $70 for adults and $50 
for youth.

Love 
Puzzles!

See our new online puzzle page  
laconnerweeklynews.com/puzzles 

Instagram
@laconnerweeklynews

Facebook
@laconnerweeklynews
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POLICE BLOTTERPOLICE BLOTTER
SKAGIT COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Port of Skagit

Marina Marina MOORINGSMOORINGS

From Tote to Table, make the most
of Skagit flavors this season!

FarmstandFresh!

Genuine Skagit Valley has teamed up with farm stores and chefs to offer some virtual
kitchen inspiration! Greet the growers and taste the bounty at a participating stand to
sign up. Visit genuineskagitvalley.com.

HAVE JUNK? CALL OR TEXT (360)-854-8409 TODAY!
We recycle, donate or re-purpose anything possible before taking to the the transfer station.

Owner, Rudy Cavanaugh
Burlington, WA 98233

facebook.com/Tossit360
www.Tossit360.com

• Soil Delivery  
• Garage Clean Out
• Donation Pick Up
• Light Demolition
• Property Clean Out

Toss  It
Junk removal

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

(regular price)

Fall is for
Planting Sale

T
he 
be
st 
ti
m
e 
of 
th
e 
ye
ar 
for 
pl
an
ti
ng
!

Fruit, Flowering & Shade 
Trees, Roses, Rhododendrons 

& Azaleas

and Hydra

ngeas

15% OFF

“People’s 
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Here is the proof for the  Sept. 14th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

(regular price)

Fall is for
Planting Sale

The best time of the year for planting!

Fruit, flowing and  shade trees. 
Roses, rhododendrons & azaleas.

25% OFF

through September 30th

“People’s 
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the May 4th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Fridays
‘ til 7 p.m.

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Geraniums

20% Off
through May 8th

Everblooming
Zonals, Ivies,

Martha Washingtons
and scented
geraniums
in 4” pots.

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

through 
September 
116t7th

360-466-3821

September 16-30th
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
    ARNEST1044BW 

360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.

LA CONNER’S ONLY
DEPARTMENT STORE

A Good Place To Shop
Gently used clothing, home 

furnishings, kitchenware, books, 
audio & video entertainment, linens, 

decorative items and much more!

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner

Donations accepted 
each Monday from

1pm to 3pm

Our non-profi t thrift 
and consignment store 
has bargains galore!

Open
Fri., Sat. & Sun.
11 AM to 5 PM

 301 Morris
Stop by!

Sunday, September 11
6:11 p.m.: Returned dog – A dog 
that was reported lost was found by 
its owner and returned home. Birch 
Ln., La Conner.

Monday, September 12
10:15 a.m.: Email error – A subject 
received an email from a company 
that alerts credit card users of 
possible fraud. The company sent 
the email in error and confi rmed 
his credit card was not used at the 
business. Morris St., La Conner.

Tuesday, September 13
11:53 a.m.: Healthy horses – A 
passerby was concerned about the 
welfare of horses in a pasture. The 
horses were found to be in good 
health and being taken care of. 
Pioneer Pkwy., La Conner.
5:14 p.m.: Found clothing – Two 
bags of abandoned clothing that 
appeared to have been dug out of 
the ground were in the roundabout. 
The clothes were in poor condition. 
Best/McLean Rds., Greater La 
Conner.

Wednesday, September 14
2:34 p.m.: Hit and run – A vehicle 
backed into a parked vehicle in 
the parking lot. The driver of the 
backing vehicle left the scene prior 
to reporting the damage. The driver 
and fl eeing vehicle have not been 
identifi ed. Morris St., La Conner.

Thursday, September 15
7:40 a.m.: Attempted bike theft 

– A male suspect attempted to 
grab a bicycle from a backyard 
and then ran off northbound. Law 
enforcement was in the area and 
did not locate him. Myrtle St., La 
Conner.
8:43 a.m.: Market thief – A male 
suspect stole two tall boy cans of 
Mike’s Hard Lemonade and a gallon 
of water from the store. The suspect 
has been identifi ed by witnesses and 
security video. The male is charged 
with theft and will be permanently 
banned from the store. Morris St., La 
Conner.

Friday, September 16
1:40 p.m.: Camping not allowed – 
Report of a subject camping in the 
park. The subject was contacted and 
advised camping is not allowed in 
the town park. 4th St., La Conner.

Saturday, September 17
10:44 a.m.: Stolen golf cart – 
Sometime in the last week a blue 
motorized golf cart with gold colored 
salmon decals on the front and back 
was taken from the owner’s house. 
The cart has a canvas soft top and 
a motorcycle style license plate with 
“LCMIT” on it. 1st St., La Conner.
7:09 p.m.: Loud music – Loud 
music heard in the area. The 
neighborhood was checked and 
the music was no longer playing. 
McLean Rd., Greater La Conner.

Hikers organize to improve mountain trails

By Anne Basye

When Bill Hayton and 
Laurence McCulloch moved 
to Pleasant Ridge, they wanted 
to explore hiking trails in the 
region. 

Joan Melcher made that 
happen. 

Melcher, 85, is the point 
person of the Skagit Audubon 
hiking group. For almost 30 
years, she has planned 52 hikes 
a year and accompanied hikers 
of all skill levels to the trailhead 
and beyond. Whether it’s a walk 
around Mt. Erie or a 2,000-foot 
climb to Maple Pass, Melcher 
makes sure everyone returns safe 
and sound. 

Almost every week, Melcher 
can be found in a grocery store 
parking lot with a clipboard, 
helping Hayton, McCulloch, 
this reporter and other hikers 
from greater La Conner, Mount 
Vernon, Anacortes and Camano 
Island sign in and carpool to the 
week’s destination. 

“No matter what, she is in the 
parking lot every Wednesday, 
handing out maps and 
directions,” said McCulloch. 
“She makes it happen. I’m really 
grateful for all her devotion to 
us.” 

Melcher began hiking with 
Skagit Audubon in the early 
1990s and was organizing 
hikes by 1993. Looking for 
new itineraries, she went to a 
meeting of the Pacifi c Northwest 
Trail Association, which seeks 
to improve the experience for 
hikers of the 1,200-mile trail 
that starts in the Chuckanut 

Mountains and ends on the 
Continental Divide in Montana. 

The PNT is not as well known 
as the Pacifi c Crest Trail. It 
initially used existing trails and 
roads in the U.S. Park Service, 
the U.S. Forest Service, on 
lands administered by state 
departments of natural resources 
and on private land where 
permission is given. 

Melcher and her husband 
Duane threw themselves into the 
work of the PNTA, which co-
manages the trail with the Forest 
Service. Volunteers maintain 
trails and work with the USFS 
and federal agencies to secure 
permits for new sections of trail. 

Joan and Duane each served a 
six-year term as PNTA president. 
They also helped found the 
Skagit Whatcom Island Trail 
Maintenance Organization, 
which invests hundreds of hours 
each year maintaining trails 
on Blanchard and Anderson 
Mountains and along the PNT. 

SWITMO volunteers repair 
puncheons and turnpikes, smooth 
trail “toe stubbers,” clear away 
brush and repair water damage. 
SWITMO volunteers have been 
preparing a more scenic PNT 
route around Mount Baker for 
six years. Once environmental 
reviews and permits are in place, 
they hope to link two abandoned 
Forest Service fi re roads and 
construct a mile or two of new 
trail. 

“Many trails people in this 
area love wouldn’t exist without 
SWITMO,” said Eric Wollberg 
of the PNTA. 

Adds Duane Melcher, 91, “it 

takes serious-minded people 
to volunteer for something like 
this.” 

Over the years, the Melchers’ 
home in Avon has become 
SWITMO’s base of operation. 
That’s where SWITMO stores 
its equipment and vehicles and 
holds meetings and the annual 
fundraiser plant sale. 

Both Melchers were honored 
for their decades of service at a 
SWITMO meeting on Friday, 
Sept. 9. Two dozen SWITMO 
and PNTA members and Skagit 
Audubon hikers applauded 
as the Melchers unveiled a 
commemorative bench. This fall 
it will be packed up the North 
Butte of Blanchard Mountain and 
installed about halfway between 
Lily Lake and Lizard Lake. 

The Melchers were pleased 
by the recognition but 
acknowledged the many others 
involved in SWITMO and the 
PNTA. “We wouldn’t have been 
able to do anything without the 
help of other people,” said Joan 
Melcher. 

SWITMO hosts trail 
work days on the fi rst and 
third Saturday from April to 
October. The Skagit Audubon 
hiking group is wrapping up 
its high-elevation mountain 
pass hikes and segueing into 
lower-elevation hikes that are 
closer to home. One e-address 
can link you to information on 
volunteering for SWITMO or 
hiking with Skagit Audubon. 
It’s Joan Melcher’s, of course: 
jdmelcher@comcast.net. 

TAKING A BREATHER – Longtime trail volunteers Duane and Joan Melcher take it easy on the commemorative 
bench to be installed on Blanchard Mountain in recognition of their decades of volunteering. 

– Photo by Anne Basye

Fall is in the air, and with it the last guest boaters trying to squeeze 
everything they can out of the summer. It’s bittersweet that our guest 
docks are full but at least fi ve of the boats tied up here are waiting 
to be pulled out for the winter to be stored on the hard. The guest 
docks are a steady stream of customers for our local repair teams, 
like when my parents came in this summer and needed over two full 
days of a mechanic’s time to diagnose their fuel problem and another 
full day to repair it. It is a huge comfort to me as a marina operator 
to have the world-class maintenance operations we have here in La 
Conner.

Several of the guest dock visitors this week have told me about 
their weeks or months of cruising this summer. Some had some real 
adventures! One couple sailed to the Broughton Archipelago, on 
the North East side of Vancouver Island. They reported that it was 
as fantastic and beautiful as the travel magazines report. Another 
couple told me about the fantastic hike they took on an inlet north 
of Vancouver Island, which was spectacularly beautiful but so hot 
they thought they’d melt – not what they expected at 55 degrees north 
latitude.

At the marina, however, as the summer rush slows down we turn 
to some of the deferred maintenance we meant to do all summer. 
Cleaning the gutters and replacing the brackets that hold the water 
lines in place on the docks are two. We also have to repair the life 
ring stand, since someone managed to hit it hard enough to snap off  
the welds at the base. It’s 18 inches in from the edge of the dock, 
it’s not like whoever hit it was just a little bit off . Finally, we have 
to say goodbye to our summer hires, who were a super friendly and 
enthusiastic bunch this summer. We wish them well as they go off  to 
college (most of them, anyway). It was a busy summer!

- Chris Omdal, Harbormaster


