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TALKING ABOUT COMMUNICATING BETTER – Saturday’s Town Talk forum gathered over 50 people in the Retirement 
Inn. Gretchan McCauley, seated at the right end, led Table 2 as it contributed to the mission of helping the town council’s 
communications committee gather information for a communication plan. Marna Hanneman, standing, was a recorder.

– Photo by Ken Stern                                   

A local exercise in democracy

(continued on page 6)

Town forum unleashes flood of ideas for communicating

Rep. Larsen discusses 
flood response with Mayor

Tribal dental program 
gets Medicaid funding 

By Bill Reynolds

Public safety in emergency situa-
tions was the talk of the town at the 
La Conner Retirement Inn Saturday 
morning. 

The latest in a series of quarterly 
public forums coordinated by La 
Conner Town Council communications 
committee members MaryLee 
Chamberlain and Rick Dole focused 
on December’s flood and proposed 
measures to mitigate future episodes. 

The Dec. 27 flooding, a combination 
of factors  – seasonal king tides, low 
barometric pressure, strong westerly 
winds and steady rainfall  – struck 
rapidly that morning and resulted in 
nearly $2 million in damages here. 

“I’ve lived here my entire life and 
live on the waterfront now,” said 
Maureen Harlan, a forum leader, “and 
I’ve never seen anything like that 
before.” 

Town Planning Commission Chair 
Marna Hanneman, who served as a 
forum recorder, noted that she received 
phone calls from fellow residents ask-
ing what they should do. 

“It’s critical in this day and age that 
government can get accurate infor-
mation to its citizens,” Mayor Ramon 

Hayes stressed in opening the Jan. 21 
session, which delved heavily into 
communications options in emergency 
situations. 

A jigsaw approach, with the 
50 participants – including Town 
Administrator Scott Thomas and 
Skagit County Assessor Danny Hagen 
– seated at six tables, was employed to 
brainstorm communications strategies 
going forward. 

Among those most frequently prof-
fered were: 

• Including key information with 
monthly water bills.

• Installing a new community reader 
board to replace the one removed at 
Sixth and Morris street.

• Encouraging increased neighbor- 
to-neighbor communication.

• Establishing neighborhood watch 
programs.

• Developing an emergency check-
list for residents and merchants.

• Instituting a siren, whistle or 
church bell system for a pending emer-
gency notifications.

• Increasing utilization of local 
CERT (Community Emergency 
Response Team) members.

• Using multi-lingual messaging.
• Providing “OK” and “Need Help” 

signs to place in windows to alert first 
responders of their respective situa-
tions.

• Making use of phone trees, texting 
and other technology assets. 

• Creating a community “Care 
Network.” 

Retirement Inn resident Jackie Smith 
suggested that regular emergency 
response drills be conducted at her 
facility, site of the  forum. 

“This has been a great opportunity 
to meet with your group,” Hanneman 
told Retirement Inn residents. “We’re 
very happy to have been able to come 
here today. Thank you, very much, for 
allowing us to be here. It’s important 
that all our communities are heard.” 

La Connerite Gail Bruce facilitated. 
“There has been some very good 

information shared here,” Chamberlain 
said afterward, “and we really appre-
ciate it.” 

Input from the forum, organizers 
said, will be compiled and made avail-
able publicly in report form. 

Hagen said the forum was produc-
tive and an ideal model for future 
public meetings. 

“We want to make sure,” he insisted, 
“that this isn’t a one-time event.” 

By Bill Reynolds

Even a U.S. representative can have trouble 
finding a parking place in La Conner. 

And not just during peak summer tourist season, 
but on a January weekday morning. 

Rep. Rick Larsen (D-Arlington), top 
Democrat on the U.S. House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee, knows that all too well. 
He had to park in a police zone Thursday before a 
full round of activities here, including speaking at 
the 24th annual Storming the Sound Conference at 
Maple Hall. 

The 11-term lawmaker avoided a ticket – and 
for good reason. He is trying to shake loose 
federal funds for local flood control measures. 

Larsen met at Town Hall with Mayor Ramon 
Hayes, Town Administrator Scott Thomas and 
Councilmember Rick Dole to discuss the path 
forward for La Conner, which sustained nearly $2 
million in flood damages last month. 

“That’s about 70% of the county total,” said 
Hayes at the late afternoon meeting. “We took the 
brunt of it.” 

Hayes stressed that it was Larsen who asked for 
the meeting. 

By Bill Reynolds

A La Conner man’s lifelong dream 
and five years of his hard work quickly 
went up in smoke last week. 

Tyrone McLeod lost to fire on 
Tuesday, Jan. 17 the house he had been 
building on family property off Indian 
Road. McLeod is perhaps best known 
for having built the elaborate rampway 
at the former Dorsten residence on 
Morris Street west of the Firehall 
Kitchen and Taphouse, 

“They weren’t moved in yet, every-
one is okay,” McLeod’s mother, retired 
La Conner Schools staff member 
Linda Rumbolt, told the Weekly News 
Wednesday morning, “but Tyrone lost 
all his tools and equipment. He had 
just finished the house and was ready 
to paint it.” 

Cause of the fire is under investi-
gation, according to Skagit County 
Fire District 13 and Swinomish Tribal 
Police personnel. 

A friend of McLeod’s, Kelly Jensen, 
has begun a fundraising campaign to 
help the family recoup its losses. 

“Tyrone started building the home 
by himself five years ago with his own 
funds,” Jensen posted on social media. 

“It was his dream to have a home 
for his two children and the dream is 
gone. 

“The home was built by hand and 
uninsured,” said Jensen. “Now the 
family is without a place to live.” 

Jensen described the fire as “devas-
tating.” The 2,100 square foot struc-
ture burned completely to the ground. 

McLeod works for a roofing com-
pany, which had helped him with the 
roof on his dream house. 

“He had built it mostly himself,” 
Rumbolt said. “He hired independent 
contractors for electrical and drywall 
work, though. He paid as he went. 
He was so excited as he had just paid 
the few thousand dollars left to the 
drywaller. They were ready to paint 
and move in.” 

McLeod had stored his tools inside 
the house since he was going to be out 
of town, said Rumbolt. 

District 13 Fire Chief Wood Weiss 
said the blaze was initially toned out 
as a brush fire on nearby Reservation 
Road. After receiving a corrected 
location, Weiss and district firefighters 
drove to Indian Road, where they saw 
fire deep in the woods. The call came 
at 7:46 a.m.

“We proceeded down a 600-foot 
driveway where I saw a fully engulfed 
structure fire with 15-to 20-foot flames 
and a leveled structure which was 
down to the foundation,” said Weiss. 

Weiss said District 13 was assisted 
by the Anacortes Fire Department. 
Together, they had the flames under 
control in about 15 minutes, an effort 
that required more than 11,000 gallons 
of water. 

Swinomish Tribal Police was also 
on scene. 

“It’s a pending investigation at the 
moment so I can’t say anything,” said 
officer Char Burks. “We’re so thankful 
no one was home and everyone is safe. 
It’s scary stuff.” 

Scary and overwhelming. 
“It’s about more than a house 

burning down,” Rumbolt said. “They 
need help. He has to get his electrical 
hooked up again to the trailer he was 
living in while building the house. 
That will take a while – and money.” 

Two nearby residents have said they 
were awakened by a loud gunshot at 
4:30 the morning of the fire. That is 
likely one aspect of the investigation 
as Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms is 

Fundraising campaign launched to help McLeod family after fire

BURNING QUESTIONS – Authorities are probing the 
cause of a fire last Tuesday that leveled the house that 
Tyrone McLeod was building off Indian Road. Neither 
he nor his children were at the structure when the blaze 
started. A fundraising effort has begun to help recoup 
the family’s losses.     – Photo courtesy of Linda Rumbolt                                     (continued on page 3)

OLYMPIA — A federal appeals court reversed 
a last-minute Trump Administration decision to 
deny Medicaid funding for dental health aide 
therapists in Washington tribal communities, 
Attorney General Bob Ferguson, the Swinomish 
Indian Tribal Community and the Washington 
Health Care Authority announced Jan. 19.

These dental aides help fill a void in tribal 
communities, which have a significant shortage of 
dentists and dental services. 

The state and Swinomish jointly filed an appeal 
with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit after President Biden took office. The state 
and Tribe also asked the Biden Administration to 
reverse the decision, but it defended the decision. 
Last week, the Ninth Circuit ordered the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services to approve 
Medicaid funding for the dental therapists.

The decision to deny Medicaid funding, 
made by CMS, came on the last day of the 
Trump Administration and nearly a year after an 
independent federal hearings officer recommended 
the funding be approved. CMS had approved 
Medicaid funding for a similar Alaskan program 
under the George W. Bush administration.

Ferguson, on behalf of the Health Care 
Authority and the Swinomish Tribe, jointly filed 
their petition with the Ninth Circuit in March 
2021, asking the court to overturn the federal 
agency’s decision.

On Jan. 12, a three-judge panel with the Ninth 
Circuit agreed with the state and Swinomish that 
CMS’ denial was “not in accordance with law.” 
The court ordered CMS to approve the Medicaid 
funding for DHATs in Washington.

(continued on page 3)
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Resiliency every day, every year
LETTER

By Greg Whiting

What can Washington state 
do to avoid problems similar to 
those Texas experienced with its 
energy supply during February 
2021? How should our grid and 
utility regulations be designed to 
maintain economic and reliable 
service, especially as the use 
of intermittent solar and wind 
generation, and electric vehicles, 
all increase? 

Let’s start with what our state 
can do to avoid the high electric 
prices Texas experienced. 

Two key lessons the public can 
learn from the Texas situation 
are: Electric prices can go up 
100-fold within minutes if a 
short-term mismatch between 
electric supply and demand 
happens. Second, extreme prices 
can persist long enough for total 
costs to be very significant. 

Electric price spikes usually 
aren’t as prolonged, or as visible, 
as they were in Texas. Under 
Texas’ regulations, consumers 
were allowed to take the risk of 
accepting live wholesale prices. 
Some Texas retail customers saw 
$10,000 monthly utility bills. 

Similar supply/demand 
mismatches, and their resulting 
wholesale price spikes, can 
happen anywhere, including 
Washington. Demand can be 
higher than expected because 
of a heat wave or prolonged 
cold weather. Supply can be 
lower than expected for several 
reasons, e.g., accidents can affect 
generation or transmission. 

In Washington, customers will 
not receive huge individual bills, 
because our utility rates don’t 
allow wholesale prices to be 
passed through directly. Howev-
er, Washington customers do pay 
for wholesale price spikes. We 
just don’t pay all at once. In most 
places, regulations are set up to 
force utilities to absorb extreme 
wholesale prices in the short 
term and to pass the costs on to 
retail customers over years, or 
decades, via higher rates. 

Washington utilities raised 
rates following the California 
energy crisis of 2001, which 
affected most of the western U.S. 
grid. There were several causes 
of the California supply short-
fall, including weather, poorly 
implemented state regulations, 
bad utility management, and out-
right fraud by several companies, 
notably Enron. 

The supply/demand mismatch 
that caused the high prices also 
had a demand side. The reasons 
demand did not fall when prices 
increased are the same as they 
were in Texas: Customers had no 
way to know that electric supply 
was down, and had no way to 
react even if they had known. 

In commodity markets other 
than electricity, extreme price 
spikes do not happen. In markets 
for, say, metals and farm prod-
ucts, a mismatch between supply 
and demand can be addressed 
by releasing inventory from pre-
viously stored stockpiles. Also, 
customers do know that prices 
are up and react to higher prices 
by reducing demand. 

The following actions can 
be taken to reduce and address 

electric supply shortfalls, and to 
create a feedback loop that will 
give customers more control over 
demand: 

Actions that reduce electric 
supply shortfalls and create a 
feedback loop that gives custom-
ers more control over demand 
include:

• Improving Washington’s 
access to additional electric 
supplies which can be brought on 
line quickly to address a supply 
shortfall. 

• Creating dispatchable 
inventory. Washington has a 
much greater ability than most 
states to release more water from 
hydroelectric dams. Utility-scale 
batteries, and electric vehicles 
that can be discharged with 
customer permission on utility 
requests, are potential sources of 
inventory. 

• Creating live two-way 
communication between utilities 
and customers, so that customers 
can see dramatic price changes. 
Create systems and regulations 
that enable customers to auto-
matically and voluntarily reduce 
demand. 

Even keel electrical supply and pricing is possible

In January of 2022, a record-
high king tide, coupled with 
strong winds and unusually low 
barometric pressure, pushed 
the waters of Edison Slough to 
breach the west-side town dikes, 
causing substantial damage 
to some homes and a number 
of businesses in “downtown” 
Edison. 

At its regular monthly 
meeting that January, the Edison 
Women’s Club, an active 
community group formed over 
100 years ago to maintain safety 
and improve life for the citizens 
of Edison, collectively made a 
decision to address the dikes. 
A subcommittee was created. 
It organized meetings then 
met with dike commissioners 
from other districts, our county 
commissioner – who also serves 
as drainage commissioner for a 
neighboring dike district – and 
the executive director of Skagit 
County’s drainage and irrigation 
districts consortium. 

All proved forthcoming, 
informative and helpful. But 
we needed greater community 
input, so chose to hold an open 
town meeting. “In most of New 
England, town citizens become 
legislators for one day a year. 
They get together in school 
gyms and town halls and vote 
in person, and in public. This 
centuries long practice of towns 
doing the slow and hard work 
of disagreeing and arguing and 
compromising on how to govern 
themselves—this has a profound 
impact on a place, and what 
it means to be from a place.” 
(Rumble Strip, podcast) 

The Edison town meeting 
followed suit. It drew a large 
crowd of citizens, county and 
dike district commissioners, and 
various Skagit County planners. 
Hard questions were asked and 
opinions flew but the result 
was the formation of a citizen’s 
committee that met with our 
dike commissioners, once, twice, 
reaching agreement that the dike 
must be surveyed then raised. 
Funds were forthcoming from 
dike and county coffers and last 
October the dikes were raised. 
With this January’s king tide, 
Edison was saved with only 
inches to spare. 

Democracy works!
Thank you,

Christine Wardenburg-Skinner
Edison

Edison citizens success story 

Am I proud to be an American? Yes. This is the country that gave 
my parents a wonderful place to live after they barely escaped from 
Nazi Germany. Am I happy with the direction this country is headed 
into? No.

Politics have overruled governance. Turn on CNN or MSNBC or 
any national or local newscast and little of it is positive news that 
makes me proud to be an American. As a former newspaper reporter, 
I’m a news junkie and I am finding it very painful to see the direction 
our country is moving in, politically.

There is so much violence going on right now, heartbreaking 
stories. One of the victims in the University of Idaho stabbings was 
a young man from Skagit County. Gun violence is exploding with 
heartbreaking stories of youngsters getting access to firearms. Our 
country has to do what Australia did after experiencing similar gun 
violence and make it much much harder for people to purchase and 
own weapons. Why is anyone allowed to buy a pistol?

In the last couple of weeks, most of the news on those two net-
works has been about the discovery of many classified documents 
belonging to President Joe Biden. Although its being blown out of 
proportion, it is still extremely upsetting to know that Biden has not 
been forthcoming with these documents and it might be intentional, 
or he might be a victim of age discrimination.

Speaking of age discrimination, we are being told that Biden wants 
to run again in the next election, which I think is a terrible idea at this 
age. I am hoping that our next president will be much younger and we 
won’t have to worry about presidential dementia. There are a couple 
of wonderful women governors, and serving as a governor is perfect 
training for the presidency.

I want a president who prioritizes the welfare of her or his constitu-
ents and takes a very strong stand against gun violence in our country. 
I want another Abraham Lincoln or FDR or Bill Clinton or Barack 
Obama to lead us into a less violent, more democratic future.

I thought we had come so far when we put a man on the moon in 
1969 but when you look around our world and see how much vio-
lence and discrimination there is in so many places, it is clear that we 
still have a long way to go.

By Chris Lehman, KLCC

The year is less than a month 
old, and Oregon has already lost 
three newspapers.

The latest to shut down is 
the Lebanon Express, a weekly 
that’s served its namesake Linn 
County community for nearly 
136 years. The final edition was 
published Jan. 18.

It comes less than a week af-
ter two southern Oregon papers, 
the Medford Mail-Tribune and 
the Rogue Valley Messenger, 
announced their closures.

The owner of the Lebanon 
Express is Iowa-based Lee En-
terprises, which did not respond 
to a request for comment about 
why it shut down the paper. In a 
statement included on the front 
page of the final edition, it said 

“your trust in this newspaper 
has been an honor, and we wish 
to sincerely thank our readers 
and advertisers for your support 
over the years.”

Lee Enterprises also owns 
two nearby dailies: The Albany 
Democrat-Herald and the Cor-
vallis Gazette-Times. The com-
pany suggested that coverage 
of Lebanon will continue via 
reporters based at the Albany 
paper.

“As our industry evolves, we 
need to focus our news resourc-
es on complete coverage of the 
entire region, which we will 
continue to do as part of the 
Albany Democrat-Herald,” the 
front page statement read.

That’s effectively how the 
city of roughly 19,000 people 
has been covered for some time 
now, according to an article in 
the final edition that chronicled 
the paper’s history and down-
fall.

The Express “was produced 
from an office in Albany after 
the local office was closed,” the 
article said.

The closure of the paper is 
a “dagger” for the community, 
said Lebanon City Council pres-
ident Michelle Steinhebel.

“After 135 years, to lose that 
paper is brutal,” she said.

Long before she was elect-
ed to city council, Steinhebel 
worked as an editor at the paper. 
She said it had a robust staff that 
was able to keep close tabs on 
nearly everything going in the 
farming community near the 
foothills of the Cascades.

“It was a pretty bustling 
office,” she said. “We covered 
school board, city council, but 
also community news. Kids 
going out on field trips to see 
salmon spawn. School projects 
for the science fair. Everything 
in between.”

Those stories are still going to 
happen, she said.

“I would hope that that cover-
age continues to happen through 
other newspapers in the area.”

First published Jan. 19, 2023 
Reprinted with permission.

Oregon loses yet another newspaper

Town of La Conner leaders continue to talk, plan and act in pre-
paring flood control measures in the wake of Dec. 27’s flooding from 
the Swinomish Channel. Last night the town council created a flood 
commission by ordinance, cementing in place a group charged with 
developing responses to the next flood.

Last Thursday Mayor Ramon Hayes, Councilmember Rick Dole 
and Administrator Scott Thomas met with U.S. Rep. Rick Larsen 
and gained his commitment to have his staff pay attention to Town 
entreaties to federal agencies. No magic bullets there, but when out-
reach to the U.S. Corps of Army Engineers and FEMA – the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency – is made, Larsen’s people will be 
there.

Hayes says he is taking La Conner’s story to the governor’s office 
and state legislature. Certainly we are a poster child for small town 
trauma and for needing a defense against the elements beyond re-
sources that can be mustered locally.

As critical as our preparations are to us, at the state and federal 
levels there will probably be little funding – and that far down the 
road – by the time governments turn their attention to us.

What is a small community to do? Continuing to meet, talking and 
taking notes, as was done Saturday at the Town Talk forum organized 
by the council’s communications committee, is critical. Folks who 
talk together stay together, provided they listen to each other and find 
that their conveners aggregate the best ideas and act on them. Bonds 
will strengthen when people find out their contributions get used. 

Residents and leaders alike will be helped by taking at least one 
step back, pausing and considering if their approach is that of ad-
dressing each crisis after it hits or if the future can be better prepared 
for by creating a sustainability commission. That option develops a 
clearinghouse for a master plan that recognizes the alphabet soup of 
potential environmental crises. But maybe that list is longer than the 
people of one small town can handle.

Just considering the disaster list is daunting.
Consider the variety that may befall us: Fire, flood, drought, earth-

quake, heat, smoke, snow, cold, tsunami, wind. What is left out? Is 
any other natural calamity missing that can wreak havoc on us? As 
the December flooding proved, a once in a lifetime event will happen 
in the lifetime of some of the people reading this today.

Establishing the flood commission was critical and done within 
weeks. Creating a sustainability commission will not be in response 
to an emergency and will not be rushed into. It might not happen 
at all. The possibility it offers is for a cohesive and comprehensive 
assessment of both potential catastrophes and possible solutions that 
lessens the severity of emergencies.

The Skagit Valley Clean Energy Cooperative is a community ini-
tiative of residents pulling La Conner into the 21t century by greatly 
advancing installation of home solar energy systems. That is a gift, a 
grass roots effort by our neighbors. We are lucky to have them in our 
midst.

Let a thousand ad hoc efforts bloom. But, since we have govern-
ments, the marshaling of local resources, however limited, is a means 
to bring more people together more quickly and support them in 
wider scale efforts that can help more of us.

Natural disasters by definition are a surprise, and devastating. They 
cannot be averted but they can be prepared for, either singularly or in 
a comprehensive and collaborative fashion. Discussing preparing for 
them starts preparing for them.
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OBITUARY

Sharon Kay Cutler
Sept. 20, 1939 – Jan. 4, 2023

Sharon passed away on 
Wednesday Jan. 4, 2023. She 
was born on Sept. 20, 1939 and 
was 83 years old. Sharon was 
preceded in death by her dad, 
Sylvester Pulanco; her stepdad, 
Don; mother, Wanda Campbell 
and granddaughter, Janae Pew. 
Ironically, mom passed away on 
what would have been Janae’s 
30th birthday. 

Sharon carried the sacred gifts 
of crafts and hospitality. She was 
a devoted and loyal wife, sister, 
and mother. She was married to 
Bert Cutler for over 64 years. 
She loved children and was gifted 
at working with children under 
the age of five. She ran a home 
daycare for 10 years and then 
worked at the Boeing Company 
as a quality assurance inspector. 
She worked there for 10 years 
and retired. Bert and Sharon 
moved to Mesquite, Nevada and 
then moved back to Washington 
to settle down close to their 
children.  Her primary personality 
trait everyone would say was 
‘working hard’. She loved a clean 
house and a manicured yard.

She leaves to cherish her 
memory: Husband, Bert Cutler 
Sr; children: Anna Cutler, 
Donelda (Dwight Arney), and 
Bert Cutler Jr; siblings: Denny 
(Pinky) Pulanco, Roxanne Scott, 
Dale (Marleen) Campbell; 
grandchildren: BreAnn 
Williamson, Samina and Jay 
Ahmed, and Shawd Cutler; 
great grandchildren: Memphis, 
Tytus, Korbyn, Adyson Jones 
and Serene and Esias Arney. And 
many nieces and nephews and a 
host of other relatives and friends. 

A memorial service for Sharon 
will take place 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 4th at Evans Funeral 
Chapel in Anacortes.

To share memories of Sharon, 
please visit www.evanschapel.
com/obituary/sharon-cutler.

Farmland and farming community protection 
Washington has a proud 

history of agricultural leader-
ship. Here in Skagit County, we 
have one of the largest and most 
diverse agricultural communities 
west of the Cascade Mountains. 
Island County is home to an 
ecosystem of organic and school 
district farms, training programs 
and community supported 
agriculture. We have a lot to be 
proud of – and a lot to protect. 

Agriculture should be home-
grown and family owned. Local 
farmers mean a stronger local 
food pipeline, more robust local 
economy and a healthier envi-
ronment through responsible, 
sustainable farming practices. 
Growing food is integral to the 
fabric of our communities and 
our farmers care for our land. It 
is part of our culture and identity. 

Unfortunately, more and more 
foreign-owned corporations 
are buying agricultural land. 
In 2021, Capital Press ran a 
story about who is buying up 
U.S. farmland. Out west, we 
are seeing more investments by 
businesses from Canada, Japan 
and European countries. Much 
of these purchases are in wine 
grapes, tree fruit and timber as 
well as manufacturing, process-
ing and real estate. Some of these 
purchases have resulted in envi-
ronmental challenges including 
water management and rights. 

According to Washington State 
University Skagit County Ex-
tension, 95% of the red potatoes 

in Washington are from Skagit 
County. More tulip, iris and 
daffodil bulbs are produced in 
Skagit than in any other coun-
ty in the United States. These 
foreign companies could be 
investing in the very lands and 
products that are the backbone 
of Washington’s agriculture 
economy. 

This represents a huge threat to 
our environment, the well-being 
of our local communities and the 
resilience of our water and food 
sources. It is vitally important 
that we keep Washington agri-
culture land in the hands of our 
farmers. 

On Jan. 18, I submitted House 
Bill 1412 which prohibits foreign 
governments and businesses 
from buying our farm and timber 
land. With this bill, we can work 
towards environmental pro-
tection and a healthier farming 
community. 

I will be working to get this 
vital bill passed this legislative 
session. It is critical to the health 
and wellbeing of our states’ agri-
culture industry, much of which 
resides in our region. 

If you are a farmer or land-
owner in our corner of the state 
and wish to get involved with 
supporting this legislation, please 
reach out to my office. You can 
contact me at housedemocrats.
wa.gov/shavers. 

I look forward to hearing from 
you as we work to protect our 
local farmers. 

By Alexandria Osborne,
Washington State Journal

Homelessness is still a big 
issue throughout Washington, 
and while the state has spent 
millions, the governor wants to 
invest more. 

In a press conference Jan. 19, 
Governor Jay Inslee said while 
some homeless encampments 
have been cleared as a result of 
past funding efforts, there are 
still not enough places to house 
the homeless. 

“Many of these people have 
chemical addiction problems 
that have to be treated if they’re 
going to succeed. Many of 
these people have mental health 
problems that have to be treat-
ed,” Inslee said. “Where we 
have found success is providing 
all of those things in one shot.” 

In Spokane, 100 people were 
able to move into a building 
with four full-time mental 
health counselors and two 
chemical-addiction counselors, 
he said. 

Inslee said while that pro-
gram was successful, there 
is still more work to do and 
more investments are needed. 
He said he hopes to work with 
the Legislature this session to 
fund more programs for the 
unhoused. 

“We are getting places but 
it’s limited by the dollars we 
have available. That needs to 
increase if we’re gonna solve 

this problem,” he said. “If we 
had three times as much money, 
we would have cleared three 
times as many encampments.” 

As governor, he has increased 
budgets for programs to aid the 
homeless, he said. He said that 
these programs help people get 
back on their feet. 

Inslee said Washington has 
been successful in the past 
decade in the sense that it is 
one of the best places to live 
and visit. 

“As a result, you get a lot of 
people moving here from other 
states. If you don’t build the 
housing for them, which we 
have not done, you get a home-
lessness crisis,” he said. “So, 
we need to build more roofs.” 

In addition to programs to 
help the unhoused, Inslee said 
he hopes to work toward lower-
ing the legal blood alcohol lev-
el to reduce impaired driving. 

While some small businesses 
may worry their customers will 
not buy as much alcohol, Inslee 
said business owners need to 
think about people losing their 
lives to impaired drivers. 

“You’re not a very good 
customer when you’ve lost 
your life,” he said. “We cannot 
allow that to continue.” 

The Washington State 
Journal is a non-profit web-
site funded by the Washington 
Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion Foundation. Learn more at 
wastatejournal.org. 

Inslee pushes legislature 
for homeless funding

Apply for ag advisory board
Skagit County is seeking 

applicants for a seat in District 
2 for a Citizens Advisory 
Committee, the Agricultural 
Advisory Board that makes 
recommendations to the county 
commissioners on land use, 
planning, programs and policy 
decisions relating to agriculture. 

Applicants need a 
demonstrated knowledge, 
experience and interest in one 
or more of the following areas: 
soil and water conservation, 
farming practices, food and 
feed processing, wholesale 

and retail marketing, produce 
buying, direct marketing, supply, 
agricultural real estate/land 
appraisals and finance.

Apply by submitting a letter of 
interest along with a statement of 
qualifications by Feb. 9 to:

Kimberly Adams 
Skagit County Planning and 

Development Services 
1800 Continental Place Mount 

Vernon, WA 98273
E-mail: kadams@co.skagit.

wa.us
Contact Adams: 360 416-1338.
Source: Skagit County

said to be engaged in the probe. 
One person reported seeing a 

car driving through the woods 
prior to the fire starting, but that 
has yet to be confirmed. 

Because the fire was well off 
the road, its aftermath has some-
what escaped notice, Rumbolt 
said. 

“Everyone knows Tyrone,” she 
said, “but no one knows about 
the fire.” 

Unfortunately, the McLeods 
know about it all too well. 

McLeod. . . 
(from page 1)

The federal government will 
cover the entire cost of DHAT 
services for Medicaid patients in 
Washington. Currently, the state 
is covering all of the Medicaid 
costs out of its own budget.

In 2015, Swinomish became 
the first tribe in the country 
to establish its own dental 
health provider licensing law 
and regulatory system, which 
includes the licensing and 
regulation of dental therapists.

“We are very thankful for the 
decision of the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals authorizing 
Federal Medicaid payments to 
Dental therapists working in 
tribal dental programs,” said 
Steve Edwards, chairman of 
the Swinomish Indian Tribal 
Community. “Dental therapists 
are a Native solution to the unmet 
oral healthcare needs in Native 
communities. They provide 
culturally appropriate care to the 
patients and communities they 
serve and they free up dentists’ 
time for the most complex 
conditions and procedures. But 
in order for dental therapists to 
be a sustainable part of tribal oral 
health programs, it is essential 
that Federal Medicaid payments 
be available for Dental Therapist 
services.”

Dental health aide program
DHATs are professionally 

trained to perform about 40 oral 
health care and dental procedures 
in a culturally competent manner, 
ranging from preventative 
services like cleanings to simple 
extractions. 

Washington’s DHAT pro-
gram was modeled after the 
successful program in Alaska, 
which is widely used in tribal 
communities there. 

After Swinomish created its 
own dental licensing program, 
the first tribal dental therapist 
outside Alaska began practicing 
at the Swinomish Dental 
Clinic in 2016. Swinomish 
subsequently sent several tribal 
members to Alaska to be trained 
and has since developed a 
training program with Skagit 
Valley College which is more 
accessible to students in the 
lower 48 states.

CMS approved Medicaid 
funding for Alaska’s DHAT 
program, which began in 2004.

Source: Washington state  
Attorney General’s Office

Funding. . . 
(from page 1)
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360-466-9932 • 702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS! 
OUTDOOR HEATED PATIO

& EATERY, Inc.

Kitchen OPEN Sun. thru Thurs., until 
9 PM / Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

Customer preferred Fish and Chips 
and ChowderEST. 1972 - Family Operated

360.336.9777  •  Downtown Mount Vernon  •  skagitfoodcoop.com

Put your health first this year.  
Stock up on organic fruit & 
veggies from local Skagit  

farms at the Co-op.

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer 
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY • BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
HAND-DIPPED FISH & CHIPS ON THURSDAYS
FRIDAY - SUNDAY: We have delicious burgers

featuring Mesman’s organic beef
19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon

Hours: Thurs.-Sun: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9
Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com

By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner Braves went 
from heartache to heartened in 
48 hours last week. 

The high school team (7-7) 
rebounded from a tough 57-56 
home loss to Coupeville Wednes-
day with a 64-14 blowout win 
over Darrington at Landy James 
Gym Friday night. 

With the two-game split, La 
Conner was 3-2 in NW1B/2B 
play before last night’s confer-
ence action at Orcas Island. 

The lopsided Darrington 
triumph helped take the sting out 
of the last-second setback to the 
Wolves, which was no ordinary 
one-point defeat. 

It was one of the more 
heart-wrenching losses ever 
suffered to Coupeville, a rivalry 
whose storied intensity of the 
1960s and 1970s was revived in 
a back-and-forth affair witnessed 
by loud and energetic cheering 
sections that were as competitive 
as the players on the floor. 

La Conner had appeared to 
clinch matters when Braden 
Thomas, who finished with 15 
points and 11 rebounds, deliv-
ered a 12-foot pull-up jumper 
that broke a 54-54 tie with three 
seconds to play. 

Then the improbable hap-
pened. 

Coupeville quickly inbounded 
the ball to mid-court and called 
a timeout. From there, out of 
the team’s huddle, Coupeville’s 
Chase Anderson passed inbounds 
to Jonathan Valenzuela, who 
quickly spun and flung the ball 
off glass and through the net for 
a game-winning three-pointer. 

Even more remarkable, 
Valenzuela hit the big bucket 
despite sporting a big gash above 
his partially closed right eye, the 
result of taking a sharp elbow 
earlier. 

The Coupeville crowd erupted 
and Wolves players stormed the 
court as the final buzzer sounded 
to celebrate what the school’s 
fans called one of the biggest 
shots in program history. 

In literally a split second, 
Coupeville extended its win-
ning streak to four games and 
improved to 9-5 overall and 2-1 
in league standings.

Thomas showed rare foul 
shooting proficiency, knocking 
down five of seven attempts. His 
teammates were a combined five 
of 19. 

Isaiah Price, scored 22 of his 
game-high 29 points before the 
break. Price’s stat line included 
three perimeter treys and eight 
rebounds. 

Brayden Pedroza delivered 
two three-pointers while C.J. 
Edwards drained a trey and Ivory 
Damien chipped in a bucket and 
free throw. 

La Conner left nothing to 

chance against Darrington. The 
Braves bolted to a 32-9 halftime 
lead and never looked back.

Head coach C.J. Woods sub-
stituted liberally throughout with 
eight players joining the point 
parade. 

Thomas led the Braves with 22 
points, all in the first three quar-
ters, draining four three-pointers. 
Price popped in 13 points, also in 
limited duty. 

Nathan Bailey (8), Ivory 
Damien (7), Pedroza (5), Finn 
Hakenson (4), Logan Burks (3) 
and Edwards (2) rounded out the 
attack. 

The Braves played at Lummi 
Monday night. They entertain 
Tulalip Heritage Saturday, 7 p.m.

La Conner remains home next 
Tuesday to meet Mount Vernon 
Christian, tip-off at 5:15 p.m. 

Boys basketball — 

Braves lose heartbreaker to Coupeville; 
rebound with big win against Darrington

PERFECT FORM – Nathan Bailey sank four free throws without a miss 
and finished with eight points to help lead the Braves to a lopsided 64-
14 triumph over Darrington.                              – Photo by Madoc Hiller

By Bill Reynolds

There was plenty of highlight 
reel material when the La Conner 
High School girls’ basketball 
team swept conference foes 
Coupeville and Darrington at 
home last week. 

The Lady Braves routed 
Coupeville 72-16 Wednesday 
and romped past Darrington 69-9 
Friday, extending their winning 
streak to four games and improv-
ing to 11-3 going into Tuesday’s 
action at Orcas Island. 

“Those two games gave us 
the opportunity to get playing 
time for everyone,” said head 
coach Joe Harper. “It was also a 
chance for us to work on making 
the extra pass in our half-court 
offense. Ellie (Marble) had some 
nice interior passing to Makayla 
(Herrera).” 

Marble dished off four assists 
to go with her game-high 22 
points in the shellacking of 
Darrington. She also recorded 30 
points against Coupeville.

Josie Harper and Herrera 
joined Marble in double-digit 
scoring in the Coupeville game. 
Harper finished with 19 points 
while Herrera added 14. 

Freshman point guard 
Shaniquah Casey tallied eight 
points, two steals and an assist. 

The story was the same in 
the Darrington. In addition to 
Marble, Harper (21) and Casey 
(10) also landed in double-figure 
scoring. 

Herrera (8), Kennedy Miller 
(6) and Lily Dougliss (2) round-
ed out the scoring. 

Coach Harper’s emphasis on 
making the extra pass extended 
from half-court sets to the transi-
tion game. 

The ball didn’t hit the floor on 
a fast break from Casey to Josie 
Harper to Marble for a 26-0 La 
Conner first period lead. Succes-
sive passes by Miller and Casey 
led to a Josie Harper layup and 
58-8 fourth quarter Lady Braves’ 
margin. Again, there were no 
dribbles. 

A truer test of where the 
team stands at this stage of the 
season comes this week when 
the Lady Braves go to southwest 
Washington opposite larger 
enrollment Vancouver area 
programs, Union and Skyview. 

The Lady Braves resume 
conference play at home Jan. 31 
against Mount Vernon Christian.

Girls basketball — 

La Conner Lady Braves are 
dominate in two-game sweep

Rachel Haley, a senior at La 
Conner High School, is the 
January Honored Student of 
the Month for Soroptimist of 
La Conner. Rachel is a member 
of the McCauley family and 
attributes much of her artistic 
leanings to her family. The 
late Curt McCauley, her 
grandfather, was an artist and 
was very involved in MoNA, 
the Museum of Northwest Art, 
as both a docent and a supporter. 
Gretchen, her grandmother, 
served on the board. Her aunt 
Eve is an accomplished painter. 
Rachell wants to represent all 
of her family well as she moves 
forward in life.

Starting in fifth grade, she 
began to love poetry under the 
guidance of Sam Green, the first 
Washington state poet laureate, 
who left his island home every 
year to teach at La Conner. That 
interest stayed with her and 
prompted her to participate in the 
poetry slam at the Skagit River 
Poetry Foundation Festival last 
year. She still keeps a poetry 
journal. 

As Associated Student Body 
president this year, she works to 
facilitate others to enable their 

goals. Drama is also a strong in-
terest for Rachel – having started 
with the Missoula Children’s 
Theatre in elementary school. 
This year she looks forward to 
being in the spring play. Pep 
band is another joy in Rachel’s 
school life which she also hopes 
to carry into college.

Rachel feels that a large part 
of who she is comes from living 
in La Conner – being able to 
hear the drumming as she stands 
outside her home on Swinomish 
ancestral land and being in a 
school, community and a family 
that honors culture. 

Rachel plans to attend Central 
Washington University and 
major in humanities, She wants 
to learn to think, read, write and 
lead well – and to help others. 
Rachel is the daughter of Bonnie 
Beddall and John Haley of La 
Conner. 

Vintage La Conner will give a 
certificate to their Vintage Thrift 
and Consignment shop – a store 
made run solely by volunteers 
and made possible by the 
generous donation and purchases 
of the community.

Source: La Conner Soroptimist

Rachel Haley is Soroptimist student

Rachel Haley
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Come check out the new 
interactive exhibit “Quilt Until 
You Wilt.” There are a variety of 
designs, including floral patterns 
in time for Tulip Season! 

Guests will get the opportunity 
to design their own paper quilts 
while being surrounded by 
different designs from the Skagit 
County Historical Museum’s 

collection. Take creative 
inspiration from the quilts and 
make a personal connection to 
a part of the county’s history. 
Make a paper quilt into June.

Open Thursdays through 
Sundays from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Information:360.466.3365 or 
email museum@co.skagit.wa.us.

Source: Town of La Conner

‘Quilt Until You Wilt’ at history museum

By Lynne Beebe

I have always had mixed 
feelings about swimming in cold 
water and my idea of paradise is 
floating in the warm waters of 
the Caribbean. But I grew up on 
the Connecticut shore of Long 
Island Sound and spent most 
summer days on the beach and 
in the chilly water. (My mother’s 
rule was that we had to come out 
and get warmed up if our lips 
turned blue.) 

After attending college far 
from my beloved beach and then 
living in Paris for five years, I 
moved to Seattle with my former 
husband. It was August and hot 
when we arrived. We headed 
for the Sound to cool off and I 
was surprised that no one was 
swimming. I knew the water was 
colder than Long Island Sound, 
but thought it couldn’t be that 
cold. I dove in and couldn’t 
breathe for what seemed like five 
minutes. That was the last time I 
would swim in the Salish Sea for 
decades. 

When we moved to the 
Swinomish Reservation in 2008, 
I joked that since global warming 
seemed inevitable, I hoped to 
be able to swim in front of my 
home on Skagit Bay and have 
monkeys in the trees before I 
died. The first pandemic summer 
was warm and the mud flats in 
the bay heated up the surface 
of the water and I found that 
I could actually swim in front 
of my house. By September, I 
realized I had been in the water 
nearly every day for almost three 
months and decided to see how 
far into the fall I could swim. 
As the water and air cooled, 
I was taking a dip more than 
actual swimming, but was sure 
I was still staying in for a few 
minutes. In December, I asked 
my husband to time me and it 
turned out that I was only in the 
water for 30 seconds! I needed 
to up my game, so I turned to the 
internet for guidance. 

In my research, I found that I 
was a cliché: Middle aged wom-
en all over the world had taken 
up cold water swimming since 

the start of the pandemic. It was 
most popular in the UK (where 
they have a long history of “wild 
swimming”) and the Outdoor 
Swimming Society’s mem-
bership grew by 36% in 2020. 
People were turning towards 
wild swimming since the pools 
and popular beaches were closed 
down during the first years of 
the pandemic. Cold water gurus 
like Wim Hof had long touted the 
benefits of cold water immer-
sion and were seeing increased 
interest in the experience and 
the possible mental and physical 
health benefits. Generally, ad-
herents of cold water immersion 
believe that this practice can help 
with depression, inflammation 
and other ailments, but no studies 
so far have shown any proven 
benefits. 

I also found out that the diver 
in one of my favorite films, “My 
Octopus Teacher,” was swim-
ming in 50 degree water without 
a wet suit while making the 
documentary! I had assumed the 
water was warm and now I felt 
even more inspired to increase 
my time in the water. 

In a second article I will share 
what I have learned from avid 
reading about cold water swim-
ming and almost three years of 
daily swims. 

Wild swimming: My year-round 
experience in the Salish Sea

Lynne BeebeSlider Café closed till Feb. 3
Make plans for breakfast at 

The Slider Café Feb. 3 or later. 
The Morris Street restaurant 
is closed until then: the Slider 
family has caravanned to North 
Tahoe for Kimberly Bonilla and 
Levi Howell’s wedding. 

Congratulations newlyweds!

Ride Skagit Transit buses free Thursday
Ride free all day Jan. 26 

on Skagit Transit buses. This 
supports the annual Point in 
Time Count and other efforts 
to end homelessness in Skagit 
County. Everyone can take the 
bus Thursday. Give it a try.

The Skagit Transit Board of 
directors approved the fare-free 
day which applies to Skagit 
Transit’s local fixed routes.

Children under eight-years 
old need to be accompanied by a 
parent or guardian.

The free fares offer easy access 
to any of the host Continuums of 
Care locations in Anacortes, Mt 
Vernon, Burlington and Sedro 
Woolley.

Information: SkagjtTransit.org; 
360-757-4433 

Source: Skagit Transit

Skagit Valley poet Georgia 
Johnson reads poetry at Pelican 
Bay Books accompanied by 
Roberto Ascalon and Natalie 
Lahr Jan. 28, 7 p.m. at the 
Anacortes bookstore, 520 
Commercial Avenue.

Come celebrate the Skagit 
Valley Food Co-op’s partnership 
with Viva Farms at the Lincoln 
Theatre 6 p.m. Jan. 26 with snacks, 
prizes, beer and farmers. Learn 
more about Viva Farms and its 
incredible work. 

The Co-op has donated 
$100,000 to Viva Farms, investing 
in the future of local food.

Not a Co-op member? Join 
when you come. 

Source: Skagit Valley Food 
Co-op 

The La Conner High School 
senior class has a raffle fundrais-
er at the Jan. 31 basketball game 
in support of its spring gradua-
tion trip. Over $1,000 in donated 

items can be won by buying $5 
tickets or five for $20.

Seniors are hoping to raise 
about $6,000 by the end of the 
school year. 

Poetry reading Saturday

Join farmers Thursday 
at Lincoln Theatre

Senior class raffle at Jan. 31 b-ball game
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LEGAL NOTICES

A n s w e r s  t o  J a n u a r y  2 5  p u z z l e s

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

You Looked
Your customers will, too

Place your ad here

Scott A. Price
Financial Advisor

708 E. Morris St. Ste C
La Conner, WA 98257
360-466-2933

Promo Number: 285

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Offer valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading 
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally 
installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative 
for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 CSLB# 1035795 Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Reg-
istration# C127230 License# 559544 Suffolk HIC  License# 52229-H License# 2102212986 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 
2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 License# 50145 License# 408693 Registration# 
13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 
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1-888-360-1582CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

% %
OFF OFF20 +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIORS &  
MILITARY!

10 FREE GUTTER 
ALIGNMENT +  
FREE GUTTER 
CLEANING*

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(888) 674-7053

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

Prepare 
for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

PAYMENT OPTIONS

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
COUNTY OF SKAGIT WIL-
DERNESS VILLAGE COM-
MUNITY ASSOCIATION, a 
Washington nonprofit corpora-
tion, Plaintiff, vs. CHARLES 
R. STAHL, or his heirs and 
devisees if deceased, Defen-
dants. Cause No.:  22-2-00492-
29 SHERIFF’S NOTICE TO 
JUDGMENT DEBTOR OF 
SALE OF REAL PROPERTY 
To:  CHARLES R. STAHL, 

or his heirs and devisees if de-
ceased, Judgment Debtors
An Order of Sale has been 

issued in the above-captioned 
case, directed to the Sheriff of 
Skagit County, commanding 
the Sheriff as follows: 
THE STATE OF WASH-

INGTON TO: SHERIFF OF 
SKAGIT COUNTY
THIS MATTER having come 

on before the undersigned 
Judge or Commissioner of the 
above-entitled Court on the 
26th day of October, 2022, 
and the Court having entered a 
Judgment and Decree of Fore-
closure directing that the sub-
ject property be sold;
AND WHEREAS, the prin-

cipal amount of the judgment 
is $3,412.94, plus costs of 
$1,722.60 and attorney's fees 
of $2,500.00, for a total judg-
ment of $7,635.54, with inter-
est on such amounts accruing 
at the rate of 12% per annum 
from the date of judgment;
AND WHEREAS, no pay-

ments have been received by 
Plaintiff following the date 
judgment was entered;
AND WHEREAS, the said 

judgment was recorded on 
November 16th, 2022 under 
Skagit County Auditor's File 
No. 202211160046;
Now, therefore,
IT IS ORDERED, AD-

JUDGED AND DECREED 
that the Sheriff of Skagit 
County, Washington, shall 
sell, in the manner provided by 
law, the following described 
real property, which is situate 
in Skagit County:
Lot 1, "WILDERNESS VIL-

LAGE DIV. 1", as per the 
plat recorded in Volume 10 
of Plats, pages 48-50 inclu-
sive, records of Skagit County, 
Washington. (P78184)
IT IS FURTHER OR-

DERED, ADJUDGED AND 
DECREED that the proceeds 
from the
said property be applied to 

the payment of the judgment, 
accrued interest, attorney's 
fees, costs, and increased 
costs, attorney's fees and inter-
est; and,
IT IS FURTHER OR-

DERED, ADJUDGED AND 
DECREED that Plaintiff has 
waived
any deficiency judgment.
The sale date has been set 

for February 3, 2023.  YOU 
MAY HAVE A RIGHT TO 
EXEMPT PROPERTY from 
the sale under statutes of 
this state, including sections 
6.13.010, 6.13.030, 6.13.040, 
6.15.010, and 6.15.060 of the 
Revised Code of Washington, 
in the manner described in 
those statutes.
Dated this 9th day of Decem-

ber  2022.
Don McDermott, Sheriff
By: Melinda Larsen, Civil 

Assistant
Skagit County Sheriff’s Office
600 South Third Street
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
360-416-1913
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Dec. 21, 28, 
2022, Jan. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2023.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
THE STATE OF WASHING-
TON, COUNTY OF SKAGIT 
WILDERNESS VILLAGE 
COMMUNITY ASSOCIA-

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON IN AND 
FOR SKAGIT COUNTY 
IN Re: THE ESTATE OF  

PATRICIA DEY BELL, 
Deceased. NO. 22-4-00636-29 

PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS 
(RCW 11.40.070)

The Personal Representa-
tive named below has been 
appointed and has qualified 
as Personal Representative of 
this estate. Any person hav-
ing a claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by (a) serving 
on or mailing to the Executor/
Personal Representative or 
the Executor/Personal Repre-
sentative's attorney at the ad-
dress stated below, a copy of 
the claim, and (b) filing of the 
original of the claim with the 
court in which the probate pro-
ceedings were commenced. 
The claim must be presented 

within the later of: ( 1) thirty 
(30) days after the Person-
al Representative served or 
mailed the notice to the cred-
itor as provided under RCW  
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four (4) 
months after the date of the 
first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent's 
probate and non-probate as-
sets.
DATE OF FILING WITH 

CLERK OF COURT: Decem-
ber 29, 2022
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-

TION: January 11, 2023
Personal Representative: 

GARTH W. BELL
Address for Service:
1204 Cleveland Ave.  

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Attorney For Personal Repre-

sentative: Mark D. Nusz
Address: 1204 Cleveland Ave.  

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
COURT OF PROBATE 

PROCEEDING AND CAUSE 
NUMBER: SKAGIT COUN-
TY SUPERIOR COURT No. 
22-4-00636-29
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Jan. 11, 18, 25, 
2023.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR SNO-
HOMISH COUNTY In the 
Matter of the Estate of SHA-
RON ANN FOOTE, De-

ceased. No. 23-4-00028-31
PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS RCW 11.40.030
The co-personal representa-

tives named below have been 
appointed as co-personal rep-
resentatives of this estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to the 
co-personal representatives 
or the co-personal representa-
tives’ attorney at the address 
stated below a copy of the 
claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced.
The claim must be presented 

within the later of:  (1) Thir-
ty days after the co-person-
al representatives served or 
mailed the notice to the cred-
itor as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
(4) months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 

11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
 DATE OF FIL-

ING COPY OF NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS with Clerk of 
Court:  January 9, 2023.
 DATE OF FIRST 

PUBLICATION: January 18, 
2023.
CO-PERSONAL REPRE-

SENTATIVES: BRIAN LEE 
FOOTE
CAROLYN LEE MAR-

SHALL
ATTORNEY FOR PER-

SONAL
REPRESENTATIVES: Amy 

C. Allison, WSBA #34317
Anderson Hunter Law Firm, 

P.S. 2707 Colby Avenue, Suite 
1001 Everett, WA  98201
COURT OF PROBATE 

PROCEEDINGS: Snohomish 
County Superior Court AND 
CAUSE NUMBER: 23-4-
00028-31
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Jan. 18, 25, Feb. 
1, 2023.

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE STATE OF WASH-
INGTON IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SKAGIT IN 
PROBATE No. 23-4-00011-
29 PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS RCW 11.40.030
In the Matter of the Estate of 
ABRAHAM GONZALEZ, 

JR., Deceased.
The personal representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative or 
the personal representative’s 
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim 
and filing the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced.  The claim must 
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of filing copy of NO-

TICE TO CREDITORS with 
Clerk of Court: 1/12/2023.
Date of first publication: Jan-

uary 18, 2023.
Ricardo Gonzalez Personal 

Representative
LAW OFFICE OF COLE & 

GILDAY, P.C. By Gregory L. 
Gilday WSBA #36608 Attor-
ney for Personal Representa-
tive 10101 270th St NW Stan-
wood, WA 98292
Office: 360-629-2900 or 

FAX: 360-629-0220
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Jan. 18, 25, Feb. 
1, 2023.

TION, a Washington nonprof-
it corporation, Plaintiff, vs. 
CHARLES R. STAHL, or his 
heirs and devisees if deceased, 
Defendants. Cause No.:  22-2-
00492-29 SHERIFF’S PUB-
LIC NOTICE OF SALE OF 

REAL PROPERTY
To:  CHARLES R. STAHL, 

or his heirs and devisees if de-
ceased, Judgment Debtors
The Superior Court of Skagit 

County has directed the un-
dersigned Sheriff of Skagit 
County to sell the property 
described below to satisfy a 
judgment in the above-entitled 
action.  The property to be sold 
is described as: 
Assessor’s Parcel/Tax ID 

Number: P78184 / 4208-000-
001-0001
Lot 1, "WILDERNESS VIL-

LAGE DIV. 1", as per the 
plat recorded in Volume 10 
of Plats, pages 48-50 inclu-
sive, records of Skagit County, 
Washington.  Also commonly 
known as 7265 Skagit View 
Dr., Concrete, WA 98237.
The sale of the above-de-

scribed property is to take 
place:
Time: 10:30 AM
Date: Friday, February 3, 

2023
Place: Skagit County Court-

house, Mount Vernon, Wash-
ington.
The judgment debtors can 

avoid the sale by paying the 
judgment amount of $7,63554, 
together with interest, costs 
and fees, before the sale date.  
For the exact amount, contact 
the Sheriff at the address stated 
below.
Dated this 9th day of Decem-

ber 2022.
Don McDermott, Sheriff
By: Melinda Larsen, Civil 

Assistant
Skagit County Sheriff’s Office
600 South Third Street
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
360-416-1913
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Jan. 4, 11, 18, 
25, 2023.

“There hasn’t been a 
time when he hasn’t been 
willing to help when we’ve 
needed it,” Hayes told the 
Weekly News afterward, 
citing securing monies 
to dredge Swinomish 
Channel. 

“He’s always been a 
friend to the La Conner 
community,” insisted 
Hayes. 

The 30-minute meeting 
was productive, Town 
leaders said. 

Thomas singled out 
Larsen’s commitment to 
have his office serve as a 
liaison with the regional 
Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
personnel in the aftermath 
of the Dec. 27 flooding. 

“I thought it went well,” 
Thomas said. “The big 
thing for us is his getting 
in touch with FEMA. Of 
course, it’s a long process. 
We know everything won’t 
happen overnight.” 

FEMA is tasked with 
mitigating, preparing, 
responding and providing 
recovery actions in areas 
struck by natural disasters 
and hazardous conditions. 

Hayes presented a series 
of photos showing large 
mounds of flood-damaged 
items and debris stacked 
outside the La Conner 
Retirement Inn. Pumps 
were needed to remove 
several feet of water from 
the under-building garage. 

“There are federal 
tools to look at for 
recovery, mitigation and 
prevention,” assured 
Larsen. “We want to make 
sure pictures like these 
won’t happen again.” 

Hayes told Larsen of the 
Town’s mission to craft 
a comprehensive flood 
preparedness strategy, 
including formation –
outlined by Dole – of a 
five-member municipal 
flood commission. 

“We’re planning on 
a one-year study into 
flood control and tides,” 
said Hayes. “We need 
expertise to make it work 
and we need funds for 
that expertise to develop a 
strategic plan.” 

Hayes, Thomas and 
Dole also sought input 
for obtaining grants for 
other major projects. 
Topping the list are state-
mandated upgrades to 
the nearly half-century 
old wastewater treatment 
plant. 

“It’s a 50-year-old 
facility,” Hayes said, 
“and it’s also in danger of 
flooding, being next to the 
(Sullivan) Slough.” 

Prior to his stop at 
Town Hall, Larsen was at 
Maple Hall for Storming 
the Sound, an annual 
conference hosted by 
the Padilla Bay National 
Estuarine Research 
Reserve and Northwest 
Aquatic Marine Educators 
and which draws teachers 
and professionals from 
the area to share their 
interest and insights in 
environmental education. 

His day in La Conner 
began with breakfast at 
Calico Cupboard on First 
Street. Larsen said he met 
there with Swinomish 
Indian Tribal Community 
Senate Chair Steve 
Edwards, but did not 
divulge what topics they 
discussed. 

The Swinomish have 
already launched a climate 
change initiative, which 
Edwards has said is 
designed to “prioritize 
climate adaption action 
and ensure we are prepared 
to support and protect 
our people, our waters, 
our natural and cultural 
resources and our way 
of life for the next seven 
generations.” 

Larsen visited local 
elected officials throughout 
the 2nd Congressional 
District last week.

Larsen. . . 
(from page 1)

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY Estate of

PAMELA SUZZANNE 
GROMUS, Deceased. NO.  
22-4-00611-29 PROBATE 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
  (RCW 11.40.030)

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
The above Court has appoint-

ed me as Personal Representa-
tive of the Decedent's estate.  
Any person having a claim 
against the Decedent must 
present the claim: (a) Before 
the time when the claim would 
be barred by any applicable 
statute of limitations, and (b) 
In the manner provided in 
RCW 11.40.070: (i) By filing 
the original of the claim with 
the foregoing Court, and (ii) 
By serving on or mailing to me 
at the address below a copy of 
the claim.  The claim must be 
presented by the later of: (a) 
Thirty (30) days after I served 
or mailed this Notice as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c), or (b) Four (4) months af-
ter the date of first publication 
of this Notice.  If the claim 
is not presented within this 
time period, the claim will be 
forever barred except as pro-

vided in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060.  This bar is effec-
tive for claims against both 
the Decedent's probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication of 

this Notice: Jan. 25, 2023.
Traci Gywn Gromus, Per-

sonal Representative c/o Gil-
bert & Gilbert Lawyers, Inc. 
Jayne Marsh Gilbert, Attorney 
for PR 314 Pine St., Ste 211 
Mount Vernon, WA  98273 
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News Jan. 25, Feb. 1, 
8, 2023.

LEGAL NOTICES

WE ARE EXPANDING OUR
AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY:

• larger print ad placed weekly
• appear in our online business directory 

$225 PER QUARTER
Long term contract discounts available
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

ART & THEATRE

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank. Food 
distribution every Monday from 2:30–5 
p.m. 602 S. 3rd St., La Conner. 360-488-
3878. laconnerfoodbank.com.
Skagit Valley Humane Society. 18841 
Kelleher Rd, Burlington. 360-757-0445. 
skagithumane.org. Operating by appt. 
only at this time. Find volunteer/donation 
opportunites online. 

SERVICE & VOLUNTEER

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish Library. 
520 Morris St, La Conner. 360-466-
3352. lclib.wa.us. Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.

Storytime. Every Friday at 11 a.m. 
Anacortes Public Library. 
360-299-8067, CityofAnacortes.org. 
1220 10th St, Anacortes.

Tech Help. Every weekday at library 
front desk. 11 a.m.–1 p.m. Drop-in for 
hands-on help.
Mount Vernon Public Library. 
360-336-6209, mountvernonwa.gov. 315 
Snoqualmie St, Mount Vernon.

Virtual Reality. Every Saturday 10 
a.m.–1 p.m. Must be 18 or older.

Baby Storytime. Every Friday 10:30-11 
a.m.

MUSEUM EXHIBITS
Museum of Northwest Art. Open 
daily 10 a.m.–5 p.m. monamuseum.
org, 360-466-4446.

Exhibit: Consonance by Richard 
Nash. Through Feb 5, 2023.

Exhibit: Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls, 
Honoring our Stolen Sisters. Through 
Feb 5, 2023.

MoNA Collection: New Acquisitions. 
Through Feb 5, 2023.
Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber Arts 
Museum. Hours: Closed Dec. 24-Jan. 
3. qfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288. 
703 S Second St, La Conner.

Exhibit: Celebrating 25 Years - 
Treasures from the permanent collec-
tion. Through Jan. 29. 

Exhibit: Our Voices in Fiber. Through 
Feb. 26. 
Skagit County Historical Museum. 
360-466-3365 or skagitcounty.net/mu-
seum. Hours: Thurs-Sun 11 a.m-4 p.m.

Exhibit: Quilt Until You Wilt. Through 
June 2023. Design your own paper quilts.

NOT TO BE MISSED

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle.

Meet every Wednesday. 1- 2 p.m., 
Burlington Senior Center. Beginners 
and all ages are welcome. Loaner 
ukes available. For more info, email 
yogaheartspace0@gmail.com.
Shelter Bay Chorus.

Meet every Thursday. 4:30- 6:30 
p.m., Shelter Bay Clubhouse. No 
auditions required, just a joy for 
singing. Rehearsals are resuming for 
Spring Concert. Questions, call Joan 
360-941-7507.
McIntyre Hall.
2501 E College Way, Mount Vernon. 
mcintyrehall.org.

Skagit Symphony Presents: Shake It! 
Jan. 29, 1-3 p.m. A family concert and 
children’s music fair. Tickets are $5.
The SCB Goes To The Show.

Music selections from favorite movies 
and theatre.  Skagit Community Band. 
Maple Hall, Feb. 3, 7:30 p.m. Feb. 5, 
3 p.m. Brodniak Hall, Anacortes.

MEETINGS
Town of La Conner
204 Douglas St, La Conner. 360-466-
3125. Zoom info @Townoflaconner.
org/calendar.      
La Conner School District
305 N 6th St, La Conner. 360-466-
4113. lcsd.wednet.edu.

Community engagement night 
dinner. Jan. 25, 5 p.m. at elementary 
school gym. Visit the schools, meet 
teachers and learn about the state of 
the district.

Community voice outreach meeting. 
Jan. 26, 6:30 p.m. at Swinomish Youth 
Center, 17275 Reservation Rd.
Skagit Conservation District 2021 
E. College Way #203, Mt. Vernon. 
360-428-4313. Zoom info @ skagitcd.
org. 

Board meetings. Every fourth 
Wednesday 7:30–9 a.m.

Rotary Club of La Conner. 
laconnerrotary.org. Meetings Monday, 
6–7 p.m. at the Farmhouse restaurant 
- optional dinner at 5:30 p.m.
Skagit Cemetery District One. 

Regular meetings. Every second 
Thursday, 5 p.m. at Lori Buher’s 
home, 17604 Valentine Rd., Mount 
Vernon.
Little Mountain Gamblers. 

Gamblers Anonymous. Every Tuesday, 
6:30 p.m. at Senior Center in Mount 
Vernon. 1401 Cleveland Ave. Any ques-
tions, call Washington State Gamblers 
Anonymous hotline at 855-222-5542.

Illuminate Skagit. 
Illuminight. Jan. 27, 5 p.m. at Skagit 

River Walk Plaza. Free family event.
Gallery W.
101 N 1st St, La Conner. 360-265-2374. 
galleryw.art 

Exhibit: “Connected” featuring 
Sherry Ying Ruden. Through Feb. 26.
Museum of Northwest Art. 
monamuseum.org, 360-466-4446.

Teen Art Club. Every Friday, 3-5 p.m. 
Free for grades 6-12. Pizza, snacks and 
art supplies are provided.

I ventured out to our garden today, packing my scissors out 
in a grocery bag. I told Chili, our 5-year-old miniature Australian 
Shepherd that we were going out to the garden. As the day was 
rainy, I put on my waterproof boots. The pickings were slim but I 
saw plenty of life. I pulled one green onion and left about five. I cut 
several stems of English thyme. I cut one short stem of chocolate 
mint and the tops of several sage plants. Once back inside, I 
cleaned the onion and put the herbs in a medium Corelle bowl 
and rinsed them 20 times. After each rinse, rinse again, until the 
water is clear. What I ultimately decided to put in the soup was the 
green onion and six sage leaves. I was going for subtle and not 
overpowering flavors. 

Ingredients
• Butternut Squash, 1 medium
• Apple, 1 peeled and chopped
• Green onion, 1 fresh
• Sage leaves, 6 fresh
• Butter, 1 tbsp
• Garlic, 1 clove, minced
• Ginger, 1 inch knob
• Chicken broth, low sodium, 1 ½ 

cups
• Apple cider vinegar, 1 tsp
• Parchment paper, optional
• Water, 1 cup

Preparation
Cut, clean and chop the herbs, as described above. Next bake 

the butternut squash. Use parchment paper and line a shallow 
baking dish. Set the squash in and put in the water. Bake 350 F for 
one hour. Allow to cool for 30 minutes. As it is cooling, prepare the 
apple. Heat, on a low temperature, in a large skillet with butter and 
garlic. Add the chopped apple, green onion and sage. Either grate 
or mince the ginger. Add to the soup and add the cider vinegar. Stir 
in the chicken broth, cover and stir every few minutes. Cook until 
the apple softens. Turn off the heat. Use a handheld potato masher 
to break up the large pieces. Allow to cool for 30 minutes. Use a 
hand immersion blender to create a smooth soup.  

AqiimuksKitchen@outlook.com

Butternut Squash Soup
By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor.
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Classified ads now in print and online • same low price
Submit your ad by Sunday noon for next issue publishing • laconnerweeklynews.com/classifiedads or 360-466-3315

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR HIRE. The Town of La Conner 
Public Works Department has an 
immediate opening for a full time Laborer 
Worker. This position pays $ 23.56 
per hour, plus benefits.  Application 
and detailed job description are 
available at www.townoflaconner.org 
Completed application and resume must 
be received no later than 3:00 p.m. 
Monday, February 13, 2023. The Town 
of La Conner is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

FOR HIRE. The Town of La Conner 
Public Works Department has an 
immediate opening for a full time 
Mechanic Maintenance Worker. This 
position pays $ 33.30 per hour, plus 
benefits.  Application and detailed 
job description are available at www.
townoflaconner.org  Completed 
application and resume must be 
received no later than 3:00 p.m. 
Monday, February 13, 2023. The Town 
of La Conner is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

WATERFRONT OFFICE FOR RENT. 
Overlooks Skagit Bay. Private and quiet. 
8’X22’, second floor. Wired for phone 
and internet. Restroom on ground floor. 
$350/month. Call John at 425-218-8820.

JO’S HEALING HANDS. Time to do 
something for your body. Come get a 

relaxing massage at Jo’s Healing Hands 
LMT 360-708-2022.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE with a $325 

classified listing or $1600 for a display 
ad. Call this newspaper or 360-344-2938 
for details. 

CARING FOR AN AGING loved one? 
Caring.com’s Family Advisors are 
here to help take the guesswork out of 
senior-living communities and in-home 
care. Call for your FREE, no-obligation 
consultation: 1-855-960-0952.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. 
Receive maximum value of write off for 
your taxes. Running or not! All conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call for details, 
855-635-4229.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
today with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 money down + low 
monthly payment options. Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

Community Dinner and Community 
Engagement. Visit the schools, meet 
amazing teachers and learn about the state 
of the district. La Conner School District. 
Jan. 25, 5 p.m.. Elementary School gym. 
Skagit Valley Food Co-op. 

Feeding Skagit Forever. An evening 
of food, farming and fun celebrating 
the partnership betweek the Co-op 
and Viva Farms. Jan. 26, 6 p.m. at the 
Lincoln Theatre.
North Cascades Institute. 

Owls of the Pacific Northwest. Jan. 
26, 6-7:15 p.m. via Zoom. Class fee is 
$10. Register online at ncascades.org.
Poetry reading with Skagit Valley’s 
Georgia Johnson, Roberto Ascalon and 
Natalie Lahr. Jan. 28, 7 p.m. Pelican 
Bay Books, 520 Commercial Avenue, 
Anacortes.

Instagram
@laconnerweeklynews

Burlington Public Library. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov. 820 E 
Washington Ave, Burlington.
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Hours:
 9-5 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Tropical
Houseplant Sale

15% OFF
Palms, Citrus, Gardenias,

Orchids, Ferns, 
Succulents & more.
All growing in our
warm greenhouse. 

through January 31st

“People’s
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the May 29th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy

La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

Friday
‘til 7:00

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Hardy Fuchsias

Fuchsia Baskets
Extra large, hanging in 14” cedar pots.

Fuchsia Starts
Upright & trailing starts in 2, 4 & 6” pots

20% off
through May 31st

These old-fashioned Fuchsias come back
year after year, growing  from 2’ up to 8’

tall. Flowers in red, purple, white and pink.
A favorite of humming birds and gardeners

with shade. We offer dozens of varieties 
and have included trailing Fuchsias,

on sale through May 31st.

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this ad in the May 11th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315

Shady Days

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Shade-loving
Tuberous Begonias,

fancy Double Impatiens and
exotic New Guinea Impatiens

20% off
4” Pots

(regularly $4.98)
through May 22nd

Hours:
 9-6 Daily
Fri. ‘til 7

People’s 
Choice

Award-Winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

2x4 col. in. ad proof for 4/30/14.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Fridays
‘ til 7 p.m.

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Basket
Stuffers

20% Off
(regularly $2.49)

through May 11th

Dozens of different premium
annual varieties for planters,

baskets or bedding,
growing in 2-1/4” pots.

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Fridays

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

2x4 col. in. ad proof for 4/30/14.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Fridays
‘ til 7 p.m.

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Basket
Stuffers

20% Off
(regularly $2.49)

through May 11th

Dozens of different premium
annual varieties for planters,

baskets or bedding,
growing in 2-1/4” pots.

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Fridays
Open
Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com 

An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts
Open
Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com 

An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts

Open
Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com 

An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts
www.christiansonsnursery.com

15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Houseplant Sale

Palms, Citrus, Gardenias,
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
    ARNEST1044BW 

360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.

Donations only accepted 
each Monday from

1 to 3 p.m.
Bargains galore at our 

non-profi t thrift 
and consignment store

Open
Fri., Sat. & Sun. 
11 AM - 5 PM
 301 Morris

Stop by!

Please
HELP US HELP YOU

We Need More Donations
Our stock is low!  We want what 

you no longer use. The more 
donations we receive, the more 

we’ll be able to provide 
scholarships and a helping hand 

to our community and beyond.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner

Work less, earn more!

Seamless Next-Gen
Property Management

Above market rental income, 
high-quality guests, passive

return on investment

Contact us today for a
FREE PROPERTY ASSESSMENT

425-736-6761
GuestRent.us

POLICE BLOTTERPOLICE BLOTTER
SKAGIT COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Sunday, January 15
8:51 p.m.: Stranded kayak – A 
subject in a kayak got stuck on 
the northeast end of Hope Island 
due to high winds. A Swinomish 
Fisheries boat was able to contact 
the stranded boater and bring him 
back to shore. Hope Island, Greater 
La Conner.

Tuesday, January 17
8:22 a.m.: Sleeping male – A male 
subject sleeping outside the public 
restrooms on Morris Street was pro-
vided a ride by law enforcement to 
First Steps in Burlington for shelter.
Morris St., La Conner.
2:46 p.m.: Suspicious photos 
– The reporting person thought 
pictures taken inside their house by 
a service worker was suspicious. It 
was reported to law enforcement for 
awareness. Bradshaw Rd., Greater 
La Conner.

Wednesday, January 18
5:48 p.m.: Injured dog – A motorist 
struck a dog on the roadway. The 
dog walked off after the incident 

and couldn’t be found. A large black 
dog with a red collar. Maple Ave. & 
Caledonia St., La Conner.

Friday, January 20
1:40 p.m.: Street fi ght – Report 
of a physical altercation that 
occurred on a previous date than 
was reported. The people involved 
were not identifi ed. The caller was 
encouraged to call back and report 
the activity when it was happening.  
Maple Ave., La Conner.

Saturday, January 21
12:55 a.m.: Open door – An open 
door was reported at the Swinomish 
Youth Center. The information was 
passed to the Swinomish Police. 6th 
St., La Conner.
12:04 p.m.: Car accident – A vehi-
cle was traveling westbound while 
another vehicle was traveling south-
bound. The driver stopped for the 
stop sign and then pulled out in front 
of the other vehicle. The vehicles 
collided in the intersection. There 
were no reported injuries. Best/
Young Rds., Greater La Conner.

Garnet is the January Birthstone  
and we have a wonderful selection in stock!

Thinking ahead to Valentine’s day...  
the Burton Heart, made in-house, comes in all colors of gold and silver 

and can be set with the gemstone of your choice!   
Please order early to have by 2/14!

REGISTERED JEWELER   AMERICAN GEM SOCIETY

7th & Commercial in Anacortes Washington
burtonjewelers.com • 888-293-6469 • info@burtonjewelers.com

Hours 10:30am – 5:00pm, Tuesday – Saturday
We encourage you to work with us by appointment for custom design, complex jewelry repairs,  

appraisal questions or personalized shopping experiences. 

Rain and wind like you would not believe hit California
By Anne Basye

In the fi rst three weeks of 
January, 32 trillion gallons 
of rain and snow fell on 
California. 

I was there for an awful lot 
of them. 

Usually, when I make my 
holiday sojourn to Sacramento, 
I enjoy slightly warmer 
temperatures and a whole lot 
more sun than I get in Skagit 
County in the winter. 

Not this year. 
Rain began just a few days 

after I pulled up to my mom’s 
house on Dec. 19. At fi rst, it 
was refreshing and from what 
I saw on my drive south, badly 
needed. But one storm turned 
into one atmospheric river after 
another and New Year’s Eve 
brought high winds. Around 8 
p.m. we heard an explosion – 
the fi rst of a thousand drought-
stressed trees toppling as 
60-mile gusts swept through 
the region. The power went out 
shortly after. 

The next morning, mature 
cork oaks, stone pines, 
eucalyptus and several varieties 
of fi r trees lay on their sides or 
on top of bleachers and picnic 
tables in the oldest, shadiest 
parks in town. Many had fallen 
across arterials and streets. 
In neighborhoods, they had 
blocked streets, crushed cars, 
damaged roofs and pulled down 
electrical wires. One unhoused 
Sacramentan was killed when a 
tree fell on her tent. 

It was a tragedy for a place 
that calls itself the City of 
Trees. 

Shortly after the gold rush 
began, a miner planted 12 
cottonwood trees near his tent, 
reports the 1998 paper, “From 
nature to nurture: The history 
of Sacramento’s urban forest.” 
By the 1930s, proud residents 
bragged that per capita, 
Sacramento had more trees 
than Paris. Today the city’s 
huge urban forestry division 
maintains about 100,000 public 
trees, and there are said to be 
a million trees within the city 
limits. You can’t cut one down, 

even in your backyard, without 
a permit. 

Rain and wind continued the 
fi rst week of January. Every 
night, my mother lay awake 
worrying that the 70-foot tall 
redwood next door would crush 
her house and visiting loved 
ones. When the wind sounded 
like a freight train, as it did on 
Jan. 6, the second high-wind 
storm, I worried too. 

That night, branches from the 
redwood dropped and the fence, 
but the tree is still standing. 
The neighbor’s insurance will 
fi x the fence and clean up the 
mess. And while the southern 
part of Sacramento County ex-
perienced severe fl ooding from 
the Mokelumne and Cosumnes 
rivers, fl oods don’t disturb my 
mom’s sleep. 

Like Skagit County, 
Sacramento sits a few feet 
above sea level in a river 
delta. A century and change 
ago, rain events like this one 
would cover the Sacramento 
Valley with so much water, it 
looked like an inland sea. Now, 
dams, levees, weirs and the 
three-mile wide, 40-mile long 
16,000-plus acres Yolo Bypass 
Wildlife Area help keep cities 

and farmland dry. Land within 
the Bypass has no permanent 
structures and is farmed in 
summer. When the Sacramento, 
Feather and American rivers 
rise, the Bypass can divert 
500,000 cubic feet of water 
per second around the main 
channel of the Sacramento river 
to where the delta empties into 
the San Francisco Bay. in the 
heart of the Pacifi c Flyway, 

Half a million cubic feet of 
water per second is a lot of wa-
ter – about four times as much 
as the 120,000 cubic feet we 
saw in the Skagit River during 
the November 2021 fl ood. 

The rainstorms have ended, 
but tree cleanup continues. The 
city has its hands full cutting, 
chipping and mulching trees. 
The waiting list for private tree 
services is long. 

And people are thinking 
about the future. Levees in 
California – and there are about 
20,000 miles of them, mostly 
in the Central Valley – are 
owned and maintained by a 
mix of government agencies 
and private landowners. The 
Cosumnes River levee that 
failed and fl ooded the southern 
part of Sacramento county is 
probably a private one. After 
paying so much attention to 
drought measures, is it time to 
focus on fl ood prevention again 
– before the “super” storm 
system predicted by climate 
change experts arrives? 

As for the future of trees, 
city foresters will be replacing 
the fallen park and street 
trees as soon as they can. As 
well, the Sacramento Tree 
Foundation has been helping 
the cities of Sacramento and 
West Sacramento plant 500,000 
new trees by 2045. “Under-
canopied” neighborhoods, 
largely low-income, are the fi rst 
focus. Which is good. When it 
is 100 degrees out, shade makes 
life bearable.

 I’m glad the City of Trees 
wants life to be bearable for all 
its residents.

CITY OF TREES LOST A LOT OF THEM – William Land Park is 
Sacramento’s largest city park and two blocks from the writer's mother's 
home. At least three-dozen trees, like this eucalyptus, came down in the 
Jan. 6 storm.                                              – Photo courtesy of Anne Basye

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery
• We’re supporting Ukrainian artists, by buying their art.  You can too.  Come and see!  

We have gorgeous traditional Pysanky eggs, beeswax candles, walnut taper candle 
holders, and wartime paintings:  a tractor towing away a Russian tank, and a Ukrainian 
defender of Snake Island making a direct statement to the Russian ship Moskva.
    

Plan ahead for your Valentine’s Day dinner with taper candles from Bulgaria, South Africa, 
India and Oregon, and additional taper holders from Lithuania, Italy and India.Reclamation

CANDLE COMPANY

Both paintings are on official Ukrainian postage stamps.  Several stamp designs are available.
106 S 1st St.
La Conner

SALES REP 
WANTED

           

►Loves La Conner 
►Grow the La Conner Weekly News
►Sell Display advertising
►Earn the salary you name

WANTED: Someone outgoing 
and able to close the deal

Sell Ken on your selling ability 
Send your pitch and resume:

editor@laconnernews.com 

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 
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