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By Bill Reynolds

The Swinomish Casino & Lodge has had a run of 
bad luck lately. 

Having braced for a busy April and heavy traffic 
volumes from the annual Skagit Valley Tulip 
Festival, the gaming center and dining venue 8 miles 
north of La Conner has been closed since April 
6 while an unspecified cybersecurity incident is 
investigated. 

Cyberattacks are usually aimed at accessing, 
changing or destroying sensitive information. They 
can also involve extortion via ransomware or inter-
ruptions in normal business procedures. 

Internet service at the Swinomish property is be-
lieved to have been impacted, according to a report 
filed by KIRO-TV News of Seattle. 

“We are working with law enforcement and 

By Bill Reynolds

La Conner School Board members want input 
on what approach should be taken as they seek a 
successor to Superintendent Will Nelson, who is 
stepping down after three years. 

Nelson announced earlier this month that he 
will be leaving June 30 to accept a teaching post at 
Western Washington University in Bellingham. 

The board’s superintendent search process began 
Monday when school staff participated in the first of 
two listening sessions designed to discuss filling the 
pending vacancy. 

The second session, targeting community partici-
pation, is at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 18, in the district 
office board room. 

Give your input 
to school on new 
superintendent

Cyberattack 
probe shuts 
down casino

By Ken Stern

La Conner Town Council members and resi-
dents attending the April 9 meeting heard the down 
news: March’s sales tax revenues are 15% below 
2023. Year to date, sales tax revenue is down 15%, 
$124,353, from $146,681. 

All tourist-driven tax revenues are lower and 
considerably below projections, as reported to the 
town council in March by the state’s Department 
of Revenue. The $33,930 collected in sales tax was 
15.6% below 2023. The $3,382 for the fire depart-
ment tax was 13.8% below last year and the $6,869 
in lodging tax collections was down 15%. But 2023 
and 2022 were record setting tax collection years for 
sales tax revenues. The 2024 sales funds are the third 
highest March totals. 

The lodging tax revenue is below the pandemic 
years, 2020 and 2022-2023 but still the fourth high-
est collected for the month.

These figures are January expenditures. The year 
opened wet and cold, probably dampening tourists 
interest in venturing to La Conner.

The real estate excise tax to date is $14,343, 
18.5% below last year’s 3-month $17,000 in a diffi-
cult real estate environment. Similarly, year to date 
property taxes collected are $9,657, on par with past 
years’ first-quarter totals.

March revenues from the water and wastewater 
funds contribute over one-third of year-to-date totals 
to the four budget line items. The $115,474 gained 
from the compost fund provided additional revenue.

First quarter revenue totals lag slightly behind 
2024 budget projections.

Totals are based on January collections from town 
businesses and online purchases delivered to La 
Conner addresses and reported to town council by 
the state’s Department of Revenue.

La Conner has a calendar fiscal year.

By Ken Stern

Remember the inch of rain in eight 
days at March’s end? That was one-
half the month’s total, not enough, 
as the 2 inches was one-third below 
March’ century average of 3 inches. It 
was the first month since November 
rainfall was below century averages.

Only six of the 15 days of measur-
able precipitation were over 0.1 inch.

This was the fourth driest March this 
century. Three have been since 2019. 
All four had 2 inches or less of rain. 

The last decade rain has been below 
the century’s average. Of the 12 years 
with less than three inches, seven are 
since 2015.

There has been four years of over 
four inches including five inches in 
2017.

Still, the 14.4 inches of rain since 
Dec. 1 is almost 1.5 inches above the 

century average for the period.
The month began cold, with frosts 

March 5-7 and the daily average 
temperature below 40 degrees the first 
week.

Two high temperature day records 
were set, 66.6 degrees March 16 and 
67 degrees March 17.

The average daily temperatures just 
about matched the century’s average, 
with the average morning low of 37.9 
0.6 degrees above average. The aver-
age daily high of 52.3 degrees is the 
century’s average. The month’s daily 
average temperature of 45 degrees 
was slightly above the last 25 years 
average temperature.

Measurements and data are at 
Washington State University’s Mount 
Vernon weather station on Memorial 
Highway.

First-quarter town 
tax revenue lags

By Ken Stern

At winter’s end, the North Puget 
Sound basin snowpack is 56% of 
median, USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service states in its April 
1 Washington Water Supply Outlook 
Report. This is lower than the March 1 
basin snowpack measurement of 60% 
of median.

Peak snow accumulation has passed 
or is near for all major basins in 
Washington, the report states. Snow 

drought conditions, even severe, is 
the status in the Puget Sound Basin, 
Olympic Peninsula, portions of the 
Lower Yakima, and across much of 
northern Washington and into the 
Idaho panhandle.

Most Northern Cascades monitoring 
sites north of SR 20 reported below 
50% to 60% of snow water equiva-
lent on April 14, shown on the NRCS 
website.

The northern Cascades snowpack 
deficit is termed “more severe,” as are 

basins along the western front of the 
central Cascades, the Lower Yakima, 
Olympic Peninsula and northeastern 
Washington.

The report’s 1-month climatic 
outlook predicts higher chances of 
above-normal temperatures and higher 
chances of below-normal precipitation 
for much of the state. 

The April through September 
streamflow forecasts for the northern 
Puget Sound basin are below normal, 
ranging from 69% to 85% of median.

Winter snowpack low as spring starts to heat up

Little rain fell in March; fourth driest since 2000
Rain Report: March
Rainfall, March 24-30: 0.54”
Rainfall in March: 2.0”
Number of rain days: 15
Least rain, one day: 0.01”, 3 

days
Most rain, one day: 0.50”, 

March 23
Least rain: 1.35”, 2019
Most rain: 5.0”, 2017
Average rainfall, 2000-2024: 

3.0”
Rainfall in Feb.: 3.2”
All totals in inches. Data from 

WSU Mount Vernon.

By Anne Basye

With the snowpack at 69% of normal 
and spring precipitation uncertain, local 
farmers have one piece of good news: 
if a drought develops, they can count 
on water from the Skagit Public Utility 
District. 

On April 9 the PUD approved a one-
year interlocal, seasonal transfer for 
surplus water rights from the PUD to 
Skagit County Drainage and Irrigation 
Improvement Districts 15, which sup-
plies water for 8,500 acres on the flats 
east of Best Road and Consolidated 
Diking Improvement District 22, which 
supplies water on Fir Island. 

Most of the time, the two districts can 
pull water from the Skagit River under 
their own permits. But their water rights 

are “interruptible,” which means the 
pumps are shut off when the instream 
flow drops below 10,000 cubic feet of 
water per second – a metric for keeping 
fisheries healthy. Uninterruptible rights 
holders like the PUD and the oil refin-
eries can keep drawing from the river. 

Four times in the last nine years, 
including 2023, the PUD has responded 
to drought by temporarily transferring 
a portion of its water rights to the two 
districts. The time-consuming appli-
cation and approval process through 
the Washington state Department of 
Ecology can delay needed irrigation 
just a little too long. 

This year the PUD, the two districts, 
Skagit Valley Farms and the Skagit 
Drainage and Irrigation Districts 
Consortium worked together to put 

something in place before a drought 
is declared. Once approved by the 
DOE, this non-emergency agreement 
will establish a temporary water rights 
transfer period that will continue until 
Oct. 1. When the CFS drops below 
10,000, farmers can pump water under 
the PUD’s allocation. The districts and 
SVF will pay a water transfer fee. All 
parties hope that this agreement can 
lead to multiple-year arrangements in 
the future. 

“We are surrounded by water, so 
people think we have a lot of it, but 
we can’t pull ground or well water 
near La Conner because it’s too salty,” 
said John Thulen of Pioneer Potatoes. 
The same can be true for fields on Fir 

New agreement with Skagit PUD 
will let farmers irrigate all summer

SKAGIT TWOFER – Before the Skagit River can run to the sea, as its north fork does near the Rexville Grange, it starts off 
as snow on top of Mount Baker and other North Cascades peaks. A sparse 2024 snowpack means lower summer river levels.

– Photo by Craig Barber
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Opinion
From the editor — 

Tell Rick Larsen no to Israeli aid
By Greg Whiting

A few years ago I was manag-
ing an experiment aimed at deter-
mining whether it was practical 
to power cars with hydrogen, 
instead of gasoline. Most of the 
cars were small gasoline-engine 
SUVs which had been modified 
to burn hydrogen. 

Hydrogen, at automotive oper-
ating temperatures, is a gas that 
must be compressed and stored 
in high-pressure tanks. The tanks 
are made of carbon fiber. They 
look a lot like very large scuba 
tanks. A hydrogen storage system 
small enough to store aboard a 
car can only hold enough hydro-
gen to match the energy content 
of about four gallons of gasoline. 

So, even if a hydrogen-burning 
internal combustion car could 
be made as efficient as a normal 
small SUV, it would only be able 
to run about 80-90 miles. 

To improve the range of the 
hydrogen SUVs, we used hybrid 
engines, rather than straight 
internal combustion engines. 
Hybrids are programmed to 
turn the engine off when the car 
is stopped in traffic. They use 
the brakes to charge the hybrid 
(traction) battery and they run 
on energy from the battery when 

possible. With a hybrid engine, 
our drivers routinely got about 
120 miles per fuel fill. 

However, one driver, RT, was 
getting even better mileage. He 
usually brought the car back 
to the fueling station after 140 
miles. One time, when he had 
taken an unexpected midday 
detour that increased his driving 
distance, he made it to almost 
160 miles. I’m not sure the car 
would have gone another hun-
dred yards on the fuel it had left 
when he returned. 

I asked RT how he had done it. 
He introduced me to the concept 
of “hypermiling.” Through his 
driving techniques alone, he had 
driven about 33% further than 
our other drivers on the same 
amount of fuel. 

Hypermilers are drivers who 
enjoy the sheer challenge of find-
ing out how far they can stretch 
the fuel they use in their cars, 
no matter what fuel type they’re 
using. RT viewed his effort to get 

better mileage than everyone else 
as a fun competition. 

Despite its excellent results, 
hypermiling isn’t for everyone. 
It takes time to plan ahead and 
can require some habit changes. 
RT would plan his routes in the 
morning for the entire day, with 
the specific goal of avoiding 
traffic and hills. He would com-
mute to work a half hour early 
and home a half hour later, just 
to avoid traffic. He was an early 
user of GPS maps even when 
he knew exactly where he was 
going, because the GPS systems 
warned him about traffic con-
gestion and provided alternate 
routes. 

RT would overinflate his tires 
a little, which reduces rolling 
friction. It lowers tire life and 
safety a bit, but since he was also 
making a serious effort to keep 
his speed around 45 mph most 
of the time, he wasn’t worried 
about getting into a high-speed 
accident. Maintaining a consis-
tent speed and going below the 
speed limit both improve mileage 
substantially. A hypermiler’s 
ideal speed is probably around 
40-45 mph, where most cars are 
able to run at their lowest engine 
speed in their highest gear before 
stalling. 

Hypermilers are champs at saving gas
Earth Day is Monday, April 22. This is not an Earth Day editorial 

and not because the almost holiday atmosphere and platitudes 
reverently uttered by politicians and corporate heads have hijacked 
the original intent. It is the same with Mother’s Day, which started 
after the Civil War.

In 1870 Julia Ward Howe called for a “Mother’s Day for Peace” 
dedicated to the celebration of peace and the eradication of war. 
Howe hoped mothers could prevent the cruelty of war and the waste 
of life since mothers alone bear and know the cost. That is from 
almanac.com/content/history-mothers-day.

The Earth Day website states U.S. Senator Gaylord Nelson 
acted and organized in 1970, because, “until this point, mainstream 
America remained largely oblivious to environmental concerns and 
how a polluted environment threatens human health.” 

War’s cruelty, wasted lives, a polluted environment and human 
health threatened. These are all words and phrases that ring true, 
define hopes, purposes and higher aspirations. Being pro-Earth 
necessarily means being anti-war.

The opposite to both these Days and their original meaning is 
taking place in Gaza, Israel and now across the Middle East. The 
Israeli government defines itself as at war with Hamas, but the most 
true statement it has made is that it seeks the complete destruction of 
this militant, terrorist organization.

For this is an invasion, not of a country but of a 26-mile-
long, 76-year-old enclave of refugee camps imposed on over 2 
million people whose grandparents were forcibly displaced to this 
Mediterranean shore after bring driven from their homes in Palestine 
in 1948.

The Israel Defense Force is an invading army that has relentlessly 
attacked with jets, missiles, tanks and all the advanced armored 
military might that the United States government has provided. 

All these words matter. So does stating that the Oct. 7 Hamas 
terrorist attack was a brutal terrorist assault, wanton in its massacres 
and cruelty.

Six months later, the Israeli invasion has been a brutally sustained 
assault, willful in its inhumane total destruction. Worse than the near 
complete destruction of Gaza physically has been the 33,000 deaths 
to date and the tens of thousands more that will follow from no food, 
water or medical care. Israel has guaranteed generations of hatred, 
having destroyed all avenues to a just and equitable future. A first-
world nation has bombed a third-world nation back into the stone age.

The mental, social and psychic trauma in the population is 
complete.

Trauma and tension throughout the region is high with little public 
signs of calm or sanity. Israel and Iran, with explicitly religious-led 
governments, are committed to doctrines of an eye for eye savagery. 
Israel’s April 1 assassination of Iranians inside Iran’s Syrian embassy 
led to Iran’s barrage on Israel last Saturday.

Where does it end? U.S. military aid to Israel is fuel offering 
more gasoline to pour on already too hot flames. The U.S. House of 
Representatives is poised to approve the accelerant. Rep. Rick Larsen 
is likely to vote to approve spending our tax dollars on more death 
and destruction. That is a thoughtful and bad decision.

As his constituents, we can attempt to minimize the blood on our 
hands.

Writing and calling Rep. Larsen to urge a no vote is worthy work. 
Leaning on Larsen is a noble but likely futile effort. It is worth the 
time.

Contact his Washington office: 202-225-2605; email via: larsen.
house.gov/contact/.

By Ken Stern

The Channel Cove complex, 
managed by Home Trust of 
Skagit County, will have 
$336,144 in Washington state 
Department of Commerce 
Housing Preservation Program 
funding. Statewide, 31 low-
income housing complexes 
were awarded $19.9 million 
Commerce posted on its website. 

Repairs will be made to 18 
apartments at Channel Cove rent-
ed to people making 50% or less 
of the area median income.

In Skagit County, $1.6 
million is being invested to 
upgrade 113 units in three 
complexes. Catholic Housing 

Services of Western Washington 
was awarded $667,010 for 
improvements to 15 of its units 
at La Casa de Santa Rosa in 
Sedro Woolley and the Urban 
Shelter America Group will 
receive $552,269 to aid 80 units 
at its Mount Vernon Ridgeview 
Terrace Senior Apartments.

The Deparmtent of Commerce 
made awards to preserve and re-
pair 873 units of affordable hous-
ing in 14 counties of existing 
Housing Trust Fund multi-family 
rental projects. Over $56 million 
was applied for by 72 programs. 

Awards were decided based 
on eligibility and the urgency of 
physical repairs.

“Repairs and maintenance 

costs play a bigger role than ever 
in preserving affordable hous-
ing,” said Commerce Director 
Mike Fong in a news release. 
“Housing Preservation Program 
investments are an important 
way to extend the service of 
affordable housing that is already 
available, ensuring these projects 
can serve communities around 
the state for generations.”

Lack of affordable housing is 
directly related to homelessness. 
The Department of Commerce 
estimates that Washington state 
needs to create 1.1 million new 
housing units over the next 20 
years to keep up with the project-
ed need for housing at all income 
levels.

Three housing complexes awarded $1.6M

Skagit County will host a 
community meeting open to all 
in Anacortes Monday, April 22, 
5-7 p.m. at the Anacortes Senior 
Activity Center 1701 22nd St.. 

The county commissioners 

and representatives from 
Planning and Development 
Services, Public Health, Public 
Works, the Department of 
Emergency Management, 
Facilities Management and the 

Sheriff’s Office will respond to 
community questions.

Information: 360 416-1300; 
jrogers@co.skagit.wa.us.

Source: Skagit County

County commissioners to meet in Anacortes

The public can bring leftover 
or expired prescription and 
over-the-counter drugs to the 
Swinomish Police Department 
for disposal 10 a.m.-2 p.m. April 
27. Liquids up to four ounces 
in their original containers are 
accepted. 

The Swinomish Police 

Department is located at 17353 
Reservation Road. There are 
three other drop-off locations in 
Anacortes, Mount Vernon and 
Sedro Woolley. 

Free Naloxone, also known as 
Narcan, will be available.

Do not bring intravenous 
solutions, injectables, inhalers, 

syringes, chemotherapy medi-
cations, medical waste, vaping 
devices with batteries that cannot 
be removed or cannabis and 
illicit drugs.

Visit unitedgeneral.org/preven-
tion for more information. 
– Source: United General 
District 304

10 a.m.-2 p.m. April 27

Return leftover medicines to Swinomish PD

– Ken Stern

Do you know fact from 
propaganda when see or hear 
it? Learn more at the April 29 
forum “News & Media Literacy: 
Informed or Influenced?” The 
League of Women Voters of 
Skagit County offers its second 
program in their series of voter 
education, part of their ongo-
ing commitment to community 
engagement and understanding 
of key electoral issues. 

Speakers are Andrew Paxton, 
Skagit Valley Herald executive 
editor and Skagit Valley College 
librarians Elena Bianco and 
Libby Sullivan. 

Join them Monday, April 29, 
6:30-8 p.m. at the Public Utility 
District building, 1415 Freeway 
Drive, Mount Vernon.

With the lines between 
information and influence 
often blurred, understanding the 
dynamics of media and news 

consumption is more crucial than 
ever. The intricacies of news 
consumption, media bias and 
the role of digital platforms in 
shaping our opinions will be dis-
cussed. How can we investigate 
sources to determine whether 
their content is trustworthy and 
factual? Participants will learn 
how to analyze information 
sources, distinguish between fact 
and opinion and understand the 
impact of media on democracy 
and election outcomes.

The evening is for all seeking 
a deeper understanding of the 
media’s role in elections and 
democracy. Whether you are 
a seasoned news consumer or 
someone looking to navigate the 
media landscape more effective-
ly, this presentation will offer 
valuable insights for everyone.

Source: League of Women 
Voters of Skagit County

Program by League of Women Voters of Skagit County

News and media literacy: Are 
you informed or influenced?

The Town of La Conner will 
show residents the Jensen prop-
erty at 4 p.m., Thursday, April 
18. Meet at the Channel Cove 
south end parking lot.

A community mingle “regard-
ing uses” of the Jensen property 
will be held at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
April 25, at the Civic Garden 
Club on South Second Street.

Town offers Jensen property looks

In honor of Earth Day, Washington State Parks and 
Recreation Commission is offering a free day at all 
state parks Monday, April 22. Visitors will not need 
to display a Discover Pass for day-use visits.

The next free day is June 8, for National Get 
Outdoors Day, another of the 12 free days annually.

State legislation creating the Discover Pass allows 
State Parks up to 12 free days each year when the 
pass would not be required. 

Source: Washington State Parks

State Parks offer free 
admission on April 22

LETTER POLICY
Please write! Letters to the editor of up 

to 350 words are welcome, as are longer 
 analyses and statements. 

Write a 500-word guest column.
Deadline: 5 p.m. Sunday for next issue.

Include your name, address and phone 
 number for verification. 

Letters are edited for civility, clarity and 
style.

SEND TO:
editor@laconnernews.com



• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

  360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

  360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen TruckingARNE SVENDSEN TRUCKING

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

  360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking
Rockery Rock • Rip Rap

Dump Trucking
Crush Rock • Grading • Pit Run

360-424-0258
ARNEST1044BW

KERN

FUNERAL
HOME

RECEPTION ROOM
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY

MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS APRIL 17, 2024 • PAGE 3

Government

Parking available in the front and back of the store

Your source for local, organic foods, healthy sandwiches & fresh produce
www.anacortesfoodcoop.com

2403 Commercial Avenue, Anacortes

Annual Membership Meeting April 23, 6:30-8pm
at the Anacortes Library 

OPEN TO ALL!

www.christiansonsnursery.com

April Flower

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

“People’s 
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery 

www.christiansonsnursery.com
          15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon, 466-3821  

st Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821
“People’s
Choice”

Award-Winner

Bare root trees are less expensive, easier to handle and 
adapt faster in your garden. Includes fruit,

flowering, shade trees, shrubs, and ‘Frost’ peach, 
‘Cosmic Crisp’ and ‘Honeycrisp’ apples.

Open
Daily
9-5

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Loving this sunshine!
Did you want to run the Roses ad for next week’s paper?
Feb. 26th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821 • 9-5 Daily

Rose Special
20% OFF

Choose from over 5,000 Rose Bushes
of 500 different varieties.

Our biggest Rose Sale of the year!
Antique, English, climbing and

drought-tolerant rugosa roses.
Sale ends March 1st

“People’s 
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the July 3rd issue?
HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY!

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Our Annual
40% Off Sale

All 2”, 4”, pack annuals
are 40% off.

Included are Geraniums, Petunias,
Impatiens, Marigolds, Begonias,

Heliotrope, Tomatoes,
Vegetable starts and Fuchsia baskets.

All our annuals are grown in our
greenhouses, all are 40% off.

through July 1st - 7th

“People’s
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want this one for the April 5th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Magnolias
20% Off

Come view our wonderful
selection of precocious
blooming magnolias.

Includes varieties
of white, pink, purple

and even yellow flowering forms.

through April 16th 

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Nice sized plants start at $29.95.

OPEN:
Daily
9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Here is the revised ad proof.
Hope you faired in the wind yesterday.
We had a 60’+ cedar tree fall and it just missed the deck and house!
Now the fun part of getting rid of it.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Camellia Sale
           20% Off

spring and winter
flowering varieties —
many blooming now!

March 18
through 31

SATURDAY, MARCH 19
“Japanese Garden

Design Techniques”
11 AM - Noon

“Spring Garden Walk”
1 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 26
“Starting Planting & Staking

Dahlias Made Easy!”
11 AM - Noon

“Hugelkultur Demonstration” - 1 PM

OPEN
DAILY

9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

2x4 col. in. ad proof for May 14th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Shady Days

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Shade-loving
Tuberous Begonias,

fancy Double Impatiens and
exotic New Guinea Impatiens

20% off
4” Pots

(regularly $4.98)
includes Begonia Hanging Baskets

through May 18th

Hours:
 9-6 Daily
Fri. ‘til 7

People’s 
Choice

Award-Winning
Nursery

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

 9-6 Daily

Fridays
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-382115806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Fridays

ROSES
    Choose from over 600 new and returning varieties
  of roses for 2021, all growing in large, 5-gallon pots.
                Our best selection of the year is now!

Winter Heather and Blooming Witch Hazel
20% off  through Feb. 14th

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Loving this sunshine!
Did you want to run the Roses ad for next week’s paper?
Feb. 26th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821 • 9-5 Daily

Rose Special
20% OFF

Choose from over 5,000 Rose Bushes
of 500 different varieties.

Our biggest Rose Sale of the year!
Antique, English, climbing and

drought-tolerant rugosa roses.
Sale ends March 1st

“People’s 
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the July 3rd issue?
HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY!

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Our Annual
40% Off Sale

All 2”, 4”, pack annuals
are 40% off.

Included are Geraniums, Petunias,
Impatiens, Marigolds, Begonias,

Heliotrope, Tomatoes,
Vegetable starts and Fuchsia baskets.

All our annuals are grown in our
greenhouses, all are 40% off.

through July 1st - 7th

“People’s
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940
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Did you want this one for the April 5th issue?
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www.ChristiansonsNursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Our best selection of the year! Includes fruit,
flowering and shade trees, shrubs and berries.

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Ad proof for 2/29/12 issue.

Thank You!
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Bare Root 
is Best 

Bare root trees are less expensive, 
easier to handle than potted trees, 
and are likely to out perform them. 

Season ends April 1st. 

Includes fruit, flowering and shade trees, 
shrubs and berries. 

Featuring this week: 

ITALIAN PRUNE 
(while supply lasts) 

www.christiansonsnursery.com 
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821 

Bare Root Sale
    20% Off through
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BASIC FRUIT TREE PRUNING
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Last Chance!
Bare Root 

Open
Daily
9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940
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“People’s Choice”

Award-Winner

Season ends April 1st
Bare root trees are less expensive,
easier to handle than potted trees,

and adapt more quickly to your soil.

Camellias 20% OFF through March 31st

BARE ROOT
IS BEST

Fresh Vegetable Starts available now
th

rough A

 the works

Rhododendron &
Azalea Sale 20% Off
                    April 12th-25th

We offer tall, short, fuzzy, fragrant, sun and
shade loving, big or little leafed rhododen-
drons. Thousands to choose from! Many 
starting to bloom, from yellow and orange, 
to purple and blue. This time of year our 
selection is at its very best.

We off er tall, short, fuzzy, 
fragrant, sun and shade 

loving, big or little leafed 
rhododendrons. Thousands 

to choose from! Many 
starting to bloom, from 

yellow and orange, 
to purple and blue.                           

This time of the 
year our selection
is at its very best.

 

The Ins and Outs of: 
News & Media Literacy— 

Informed or Influenced? 

 
What influences are shaping our opinions?  

 

Our Guest Speakers: 
• Elena Bianco—Librarian, Skagit Valley College 
• Libby Sullivan—Librarian, Skagit Valley College 
• Andrew Paxton—Executive Editor, Skagit Valley Herald 

 
 

 
 

This is not a campaign event, and no candidate names will be involved. 

Sponsored by: 

We are a non-partisan organization which believes that voters  
should play a critical role in democracy

When:   Monday April 29, 2024, 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM
Where:  Skagit PUD meeting room 

1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon 
 
 

 

Celebrating the life of David Ehman
October 1950 - October 2023

Saturday, April 27
Edison Granary: 14136 Gilmore Avenue

Edison, Washington 98232
1:00 - 3:00  Program begins at 1:30

By Bill Reynolds

A recent training exercise 
was so well-received that Skagit 
County Fire District 13 officials 
are considering another such drill 
in the La Conner area later this 
year.

The March 30 windstorm 
scenario was so successful that 
the local fire district, which 
serves rural La Conner and the 
Swinomish Reservation, may 
stage a wildland fire training 
event during the peak of dry 
summer conditions here.

“I suggest we have a similar 
drill for a wildland fire on the res-
ervation,” Capt. Ted Taylor told 
fire district commissioners during 
their meeting at the Snee Oosh 
Road station April 11.

“I think wildland fires are our 
greatest threat,” said Taylor, the 
district’s emergency management 
coordinator. “I’d like to put some-
thing together in August.”

Commission chair Bruce 
Shellhamer and board member 
John Doyle offered their support, 
citing the effectiveness of last 
month’s windstorm training.

Doyle noted that the windstorm 
exercise, which came off smooth-
ly, revealed the need to establish 
spending authority rules in an 
emergency.

“I’d like to evaluate how this is 
done elsewhere,” Doyle said. “We 
want to avoid a situation where 
we have money in the bank and 
then not being able to spend it in 
an emergency. It’s something we 
need to sort out before a major 
event happens. That’s what the 
exercise was all about. It was a 
very good drill, a real complex 
drill.”

Taylor concurred.
“I thought the drill we had 

was excellent,” he said, offering 
praise to Capt. Gary Ladd for its 
planning and execution.

About three dozen people 
joined fire district personnel for 
the training.

“The primary objective was to 
determine the effectiveness of our 
ability to communicate to a uni-
fied command,” Ladd said. “That 
was extremely successful.”

Ladd said HAM radio opera-
tors from Anacortes were among 
the day’s participants. They later 
agreed to offer a class in Shelter 
Bay, he said.

Ladd and Capt. Jesse Strinden 
said the exercise benefited from 
input on unified command struc-
tures provided by Brad Reading, 
a Shelter Bay resident who spent 
four decades in fire services in 
south Snohomish County.

“He’s a wealth of knowledge,” 
Ladd said of Reading.

“Brad was helping us out with 
a lot of information,” Strinden 
said.

Looking ahead to potential 
wildland fire training, Shellhamer 
and Doyle said the windstorm 
exercise can serve as a road map 
going forward.

“We can implement some of the 
things that we learned from this 
one,” Shellhamer said.

By Bill Reynolds

Town council members last 
week paved the way to pay for 
future work on La Conner’s 
streets, sidewalks and trails.

The panel during its April 9 
public meeting unanimously ap-
proved a 0.1% sales tax to fund 
the town’s new Transportation 
Benefit District.

The council action is tentative-
ly set to take effect July 1.

Council members opted for 
the sales tax rather than an 
increase in local vehicle license 
fees to provide revenue for the 
TBD. Town Administrator Scott 
Thomas said the sales tax will be 
paid in part by those who drive 
to La Conner to shop.

“The revenue will fund trans-
portation-related projects and 
maintenance,” he said. “That in-
cludes streets, signage, sidewalks 
and trails.”

The tax will be in place for 10 
years, Thomas said. Establishing 
a higher tax rate would have 
required a referendum vote.

“There is a one-tenth of one 
percent limit on what the council 
can impose,” he said. “You 
would have to go to voters to 
increase that amount. We’re not 
doing that now.”

There was no input from the 
audience before the council vote.

“You guys are awfully quiet,” 
said Mayor Marna Hanneman. “I 
get nervous about that.”

She also expressed some ner-
vousness over declining sales tax 
revenue figures reported for the 
first quarter of 2024. This year’s 
receipts for January, February 
and March totaled $124,353.37, 
down from $146,681.27 realized 

in the first three months of 2023.
“I’m hoping it’s just because 

of the cold, wet weather we’ve 
had,” Hanneman said. “But the 
numbers are going in the wrong 
direction. The town was packed 
this past weekend, though, so, I 
hope it’s just an anomaly.”

Remaining on the financial 
front, Hanneman said La Conner 
officials have met with State 
Rep. Dave Paul (D-Oak Harbor) 
and U.S. Rep. Rick Larsen 
(D-Arlington) to gain their 
support for a town fireboat. More 
talks are planned in the months 
ahead.

“We need help with funding 
for a fireboat,” Hanneman said. 
“We’re going to keep out front 
on this.”

Council member and La 
Conner firefighter Ivan Carlson 
echoed Hanneman’s sentiments.

“One of the things that Dave 
Paul told us is the state likes to 
be the last one to put money in,” 
said Carlson. “So, I think we’ll 
also want to meet with the Port 
(of Skagit).”

In the meantime, councilor 
MaryLee Chamberlain, a mem-
ber of the Skagit Valley Clean 
Energy Cooperative, reported 
that two grant applications have 
been submitted to the state 
Department of Commerce to 
solarize the La Conner School 
District campus and La Conner 
Fire Department station.

“I think we have a chance with 
this round of grants,” Chamber-
lain said. “There could be some 
money for us to help our commu-

nity with (climate) resiliency.”
She said the Commerce 

Department could make its 
decision on the local grant 
applications by the end of May.

“We’ll keep our fingers 
crossed,” she said.

The Jenson property on La 
Conner’s south end, sold to the 
town at roughly one-third its 
assessed value, will be on the 
council’s radar this month. A 
public site visit of the property is 
scheduled for 4 p.m. Thursday, 
April 18, and a “community min-
gle” seeking input on how the 
parcel should utilized is April 25.

“We’re encouraging neighbors 
(of the property) to be part of 
the site visit,” Planning Director 
Michael Davolio said.

Independent of the new 
Transportation Benefit District, 
grant funding will cover costs 
of pedestrian improvements on 
Washington and Road Streets. 
The council took a step to-
ward launching that project by 
approving $45,400 for engi-
neering services submitted by 
David Evans and Associates. 
The total grant award package is 
$240,000.

Town Public Works Director 
Brian Lease, who was 
instrumental in the success of 
the town’s successful grant 
application, said he anticipates 
his department will be able to 
resume progress this week on the 
long-awaited Conner Waterfront 
Park pavilion.

“It’s been a busy time for us,” 
he said.

Sales tax added for streets, sidewalksAfter winter windstorm 
training success, FD 13 
eyes wildfire exercise

Celebrating the life of David 
Ehman, October 1950-October 
2023, 1-3 p.m. Saturday, April 
27, at the Edison Granary, 14136 
Gilmore Ave. Edison. Program 
begins at 1:30 p.m.

“It was a great experience,” 
Doyle said. “It seems like it was 
something that was instructive for 
everyone.”

District Training Officer Chris 
Olbu said other preparedness 
opportunities loom, including 
extrication and marina drills.

“Our goal is to do a drill at the 
La Conner Marina after having 
drilled at the Shelter Bay Marina 
in the past,” Olbu said.

In addition, District 13 offi-
cials were invited to weigh in on 
proposals to convert First Street 
in La Conner to one-way traffic to 
better accommodate emergency 
vehicles dispatched downtown.

Commissioner Doyle, who 
previously served a long tenure 
as town administrator, offered 
historical perspective to the 
matter.

“We’ve done it before,” he 
recalled. “We did it 15 or 20 years 
ago for a full season. The shop 
owners didn’t like it.”

District 13 Fire Chief Wood 
Weiss said people have contacted 
him regarding the proposal.

“It’s hard (going down First 
Street) with emergency vehicles 
when there’s not two full lanes,” 
Olbu said.

Weiss didn’t commit to an 
endorsement of switching First 
Street to one-way traffic but did 
repeat his preference for staffing 
on a trial basis two district fire-
fighters/EMTs at the Summit Park 
station for 12-hour shifts two days 
per week.

Commissioners meet next in 
open session on May 9.

SERVICE  
ANNOUNCEMENT
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360.336.9777  •  Downtown Mount Vernon  •  skagitfoodcoop.com

www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP

visit our website at www.skagitcounty.net

April 30, 2024
FIRST HALF PROPERTY TAXES

Jackie Brunson
Skagit County Treasurer

700 S. Second St. Room 205
PO Box 518

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

www.portofskagit.com     |     360 757 0011

Aerospace Manufacturing 
Marine Manufacturing

Value-added Agriculture 
Broadband Infrastructure
Economic Development  

General Manufacturing
Business Aviation 
Outdoor Recreation

 

And so much more…..

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com

By Bill Reynolds

First Street isn’t the only place 
in town with parking issues.

The Whittaker Field parking lot 
on N. Sixth Street was jammed 
with vehicles April 10 when 
La Conner hosted the annual 
Skagit Showdown Track & Field 
Meet, drawing teams and fans 
from 2A Burlington-Edison and 
Sedro-Woolley and 1B Mount 
Vernon Christian.

Some visitors thought their only 
parking option was inside an open 
gate leading to the school bus 
garage. One driver even parked in 
front of the gate, briefly causing 
heartburn for La Conner bus drivers 
returning from afternoon routes.

La Conner High School head 
track coach Peter Voorhees 
warned drivers to move their 
vehicles lest they be locked inside. 
People got the message.

Meanwhile, the pace was fast 

and furious on the Whittaker Field 
oval. La Conner standout and 
reigning state 2B hurdles cham-
pion Tommy Murdock won his 
two signature events while placing 
fourth in the long jump and 
running a leg of the Braves’ third-
place 4x200-meter relay team.

Murdock swept the Skagit 
Showdown boys’ 110-meter 
(15.61) and 300-meter hurdles 
(40.29), hitting the tape first with a 
large throng at the finish.

Murdock showed his versatility 
with a long-jump leap of 18-10.5. 
He also joined teammates Yandel 
Rosales-Rojas, Marlin Bralens 
and Simon Bouwens in posting 
a 1:40.19 finish and new school 
mark in the 800-meter relay.

For his part, Bralens earned 
boys’ athlete of the week honors 
for handling the baton. He ran 
second, taking the handoff from 
Rosales-Rojas.

“Yandel was moving faster than 

I anticipated,” Bralens told the 
Weekly News afterward. “He was 
running around the corner pretty 
quickly.”

Their smooth exchange set the 
tone for a nearly 2 second edge 
over the Sedro-Woolley quartet 
of Mason Requa, Anthony Pena, 
Theo Ellsworth and Riley Bowen.

Meanwhile, Bouwens add-
ed to the Braves’ point total in 
the double dual competition by 
placing second in the 100 meters 
(11.94) and fifth in the 300 hurdles 
(45.57).

La Conner’s Flint Huizenga 
contributed a second-place effort 
in the 60 meters (8.17) and a third 
in javelin (136-8).

“He keeps improving by the 
week,” Voorhees said.

Alex Martin likewise chalked 
up a pair of top five finishes for 
the Braves. He claimed third in 
the discus (111-8) and fifth in the 
shot put (36-5).

On the girls’ side, La Conner’s 
Morgan Huizenga captured two 
golds (javelin and high jump) and 
eighth-grader Nora McCormick 
won the 100-meter hurdles in 
16.82.

Huizenga led a 1-2-3 Lady 
Braves finish in the javelin, letting 
fly with a toss of 90-1. Addison 
Wigal placed second at 79-11 and 
Reese Bird, another eighth-grader, 
was third with a 79-3 throw.

In the high jump, Huizenga 
cleared the bar at 4-10 while 
Kiana Jenkins, also an eighth-
grader, took third at 4-6.

Jenkins added silver in the 400 
meters (1.02.71). Lydia Grossglass 
clinched third in the 100 hurdles 
(17.67) and fourth in the 300 
hurdles (54.43).

Wigal, the Lady Braves’ athlete 
of the week, also produced a fifth-
place finish in the discus (60-0) 
and teamed with eighth-graders 
Aisley Zimmerman, Finley 

Hancock and Kim Williams to 
place fourth in the sprint relay 
with a 59.44 clocking.

“Addison had a very good meet 
overall,” Voorhees said.

In addition, Nora McCormick, 
Maeve McCormick, Huizenga and 
Grossglass were third in the 4x200 
relay (1:58.59). 

Voorhees noted that it was a 
big day for La Conner’s eighth 
graders as they competed against 
high school students from bigger 
schools.

“It was cool to see them have 
these awesome performances,” 
Voorhees said.

He said La Conner didn’t enter 
some Skagit Showdown events to 
save energy ahead of the 24-team 
Cashmere Invitational.

“That’s always a big meet,” 
Voorhees said. “We’re looking 
forward to it.”

By Bill Reynolds

No rest for the weary. 
That age-old mantra applied to 

the La Conner High School track 
teams last week. 

Just three days after hosting the 
much-anticipated Skagit Show-
down, La Conner thinclads com-
peted at the 24-team Cashmere 
Invitational April 13, where senior 
Tommy Murdock swept the boys’ 
hurdles events and eighth grader 

Kiana Jenkins placed second in 
the girls’ 200-meter dash. 

Murdock captured the 110s in 
15.00 and 300s in 40.23 to pace 
the Braves, who finished eighth 
on the leaderboard.

The boys, with Flint Huizenga 
placing sixth in the javelin (140-
1), totaled 23 points. 

Class 1A Meridian amassed 
124.5 points to win the boys’ 
team title. 

Jenkins and the La Conner girls 

clinched seventh place on their 
side of the meet with 37 points. 

Lynden High, a Class 1A entry, 
scored 106 points for the girls’ 
championship. 

Jenkins posted a time of 28.10 
in the 200, narrowly losing to Lib-
erty Bell’s Taylor Hover (28.09). 

Jenkins also joined teammates 
Lydia Grossglass, Maeve 
McCormick and Morgan 
Huizenga on La Conner’s 4x100 
and 4x200 relay entries, each of 

By Bill Reynolds

Travel wasn’t kind to the La 
Conner High School baseball and 
softball teams last week. 

The Braves suffered a pair of 
heartbreaking one-run extra-
inning losses while the young 
Lady Braves were dealt double-
digit setbacks during visits to 
Coupeville and Friday Harbor. 

The Braves were edged 9-8 
at Coupeville last Thursday and 
5-4 at Friday Harbor Saturday. 
Each NW2B/1B league contest 
was decided in the bottom of the 
eighth inning as when La Conner 
dropped a 13-12 verdict at 1A 
Sultan on April 2. 

“It’s hard to believe we’ve lost 
three straight one-run games in 
the bottom of the eighth inning,” 
coach Jeremiah LeSourd told the 
Weekly News. “I’m not frustrat-
ed. The kids have been playing 
well. Our pitchers are giving us a 
chance to win and we’re hitting 
the ball.” 

LeSourd is hopeful his 
team’s luck will change when 
it visit Concrete tomorrow and 
Darrington on Friday ahead of a 
string of home games later this 
month. 

“With all these games stacked 

up the way they are,” he said, 
“we’re fortunate to have depth 
with our pitching. We don’t have 
to rely on just one guy.” 

The Braves (4-5 overall; 1-4 
in league) defeated Darrington at 
home in March. 

La Conner was on the verge of 

upsetting Coupeville, a peren-
nial title contender, until being 
snake-bitten by a couple late 
fielding miscues. 

The Braves had scored three 
runs in the top of the seventh to 

Braves outperform big schools in Skagit Showdown

Murdock sweeps hurdles, Jenkins 2nd in 200 dash
which placed fifth. Their sprint 
relay time was 53.8. They finished 
the 800-meter relay in 1:52.42. 

In addition, Huizenga was third 
in the javelin (100-1) and fourth 
in high jump (4-8). 

McCormick finished seventh 
in the 100 meters (13.57), 
Grossglass was eighth in the 
300-meter hurdles (54.05) and 
Kim Williams placed eighth in the 
triple jump (30-6.25). 

Next up for the track teams is 
the Eason Invitational in Snohom-
ish this Saturday and the 116th 
annual Skagit County Track & 
Field Championships at Mount 
Vernon High School April 24-26. 

Braves’ ball teams have a bumpy road trip

(continued on page 6)
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Arts & Entertainment

360-466-9932 
702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

VOTED SKAGIT’S BEST FISH & CHIPS 2023 
EST. 1972  Family Operated

Kitchen OPEN 
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM 
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

& EATERY, Inc.

SPRING TOURS

Discover the innovation, creativity and excitement 
of glass artistry! Visit pilchuck.org/springtours to 
purchase tickets & learn more.

MAY 1-4, 2024

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Tea & Art Gallery 

Featuring iconic Skagit County products!

We’re raven about the tulips!
Stop in for a delicious cup of coffee,

and tulip souvenirs that are only available here!  
Original tulip art, greeting cards, coffee mugs, 

candles & wax melts, lotions, 
tulip tea…and more!

Name the 
raven!

Name our new 
shop mascot, win a 
$25 gift certificate!  
See the raven and
 enter in person:

106 S 1st Ave
Open at 7 amReclamation

CANDLE COMPANY

Bark • Topsoil • Compost • Mulch • Sawdust • Shavings • 
Cedar Chips • Hogged Fuel • Sand • Gravel • Rock • Recycle Services 

Delivery Large & Small

360-293-7188
12469 RESERVATION ROAD, ANACORTES

WWW.SUNLANDTOPSOIL.COM

Celebrating Our 50th Year in 2024

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm, Sat, 8am-4pm

FREE DELIVERY • ON FULL LOADS • TO MOST AREAS 
STAY HEALTHY! SAVE MONEY! GROW YOUR OWN VEGGIES! 

LIC# SUNLABTO88PL

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer 
and homemade treats!

QUINN K. DAY
May 13th, 2 p.m. - 6 p.m.

$10 Cover includes the new
Fanny Alger Vicious Badger CD

19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon
Hours: Tues.-Sun.: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9 • Mon.: 11 to 5

Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill

Dr. Yvette Adam Burdick, Conductor  
with Vince Fejeran’s Big Band,
 and David Schroeder, emcee.

TICKETS:
$18 - $30 Box Seats

www.mcintyrehall.org
Box Office: (360)416-7727

MCINTYRE HALL
2501 E. College Way
Mount Vernon, WA

www.skagitvalleychorale.org

By Bruce Lindsay
WSU Extension Master Gardener 

Local gardening stores offer 
a multitude of soil mix choices 
this time of year. This overview 
of the attributes of soil and 
how to amend commercially 
produced potting soils will in-
crease the success of your con-
tainer and raised bed plantings. 
This article is posted on the 
Ask a Master Gardener Blog 
and provides a comprehensive 
explanation and strategies for 
improving commercially pro-
duced soil. 

All soil primarily consists 
of sand, silt and clay mineral 
particles. Sand is visible to the 
naked eye. Clay is the size of 
bacteria. In a natural setting, 
soils have pores made by plant 
roots and insects, essential for 
drainage and allowing air to en-
ter the soil for roots to breathe. 
The size of the pores is also 
essential for water movement 
and the soil’s ability to retain 
water. 

In contrast to well-balanced 
mineral soil, commercial 
potting soil typically has very 
few of these properties and has 
several problems. Most bagged 
potting soil consists of ground 
wood and bark from recycled 
forestry products. The potential 
hazard with some commercial-
ly bagged soils is the possible 
presence of weeds such as 
horsetail (Equisetum) and the 
potential presence of herbicides 
from sprayed landscaping or 
hay that persists throughout the 
composted state. 
Amendments 

Commercially produced soils, 
often recycled forest products, 
are sold in large bark chunks as 
mulch or finer-grained material 
as potting soil. These products 
have inherent problems, such as 
nitrogen deficiency, which can 
be solved with amendments. 

Fertilizer with some phos-
phorous and potassium is 
one way to address nitrogen 
deficiency. Some fertilizers 
also contain micronutrients, 
which can be beneficial. Use a 
significantly diluted solution 
(1 tablespoon per gallon) of 
soluble fertilizer and frequently 
monitor your plants to see how 
they are doing. 

Since the RFP in purchased 
soil bags is very porous, much 
of the fertilizer will drain 
through the pot in one appli-
cation. Adding well-composed 
organic matter or humus 
materials will help provide 
effective nutrient retention. 
Humus is very good at holding 
water. Adding well-composted 
materials to a soil mixture will 
also add beneficial bacteria 
and fungi essential for many 
processes. Another benefit is 
that humus has a net negative 
charge that can hold onto cat-
ions such as potassium, calcium 
and magnesium, giving the 
soil cation exchange capacity 
essential to plant growth. For a 
deeper dive into soils, including 
amendments that will address 
cation exchange capacity, the 
soil’s capacity to hold water 
and the addition of slow-release 
fertilizers, go to the link for the 

full article: skagitmg.org/pot-
ting-soils/.

While forestry products 
recycled as commercial potting 
soil have drawbacks, amend-
ing these insufficiencies is an 
easy process. It is much better 
to use RFP products than to 
burn, bury or dump them into 
the overflowing waste stream. 
Armed with awareness of the 
limitations of modern “potting 
soil” and knowing some rem-
edies, gardeners can buy these 
products feeling confident with 
scientific knowledge. 

Bruce Lindsay became a 
Skagit County WSU Extension 
Master Gardener in 2015. He 
has an MS degree in geology 
and an MS degree in soils and 
has mapped soils in Nevada, 
Arizona, California and 
 Washington.

What’s in your potting soil?
By Anne Basye

The Skagit Historical 
Museum’s annual Sale at the 
School runs 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Friday-Sunday, April 19-21 at 
the Skagit City School, 17508 
Moore Road on Fir Island. 

Museum Director Jo Wolfe 
is excited about this year’s sale 
pieces. The vintage treasures 
and collectibles include a room 
of tools, model cars and costume 
jewelry and other items from the 
estate of Daralene Youngquist, 
who died last summer at the age 
of 99. 

“Year after year, people save 
their lovely items for this sale,” 
said Wolfe. Inventory highlights 
posted on the Museum’s Ins-
tagram and Facebook feeds let 
buyers preview the goods. 

While many sale items are 
historical, Wolfe emphasizes 
that none come from the 
Museum’s collection. “Museums 
follow strict ethical guidelines,” 
she said. “You can’t say, ‘I like 

this chair, it would look good in 
my house, why not de-accession 
it and I’ll pay the museum a 
couple hundred bucks?’” 

Any item that the Museum 
decided to remove from its 
collection would have to be 
de-accessioned, then sold by a 
third-party seller or at an auc-
tion. Shoppers can take home 
their purchases with a clear 
conscience. 

Even better, proceeds help 
support museum operational 
expenses. Its current exhibit 
“Signs, Signs, Everywhere 
Signs” features the life and work 
of Skagit County sign maker, 
graphic artist and painter Bob 
Mortenson. The mural on the 
Nasty Jack’s building at Mor-
ris and First streets is his most 
prominent La Conner sign. 

The Skagit City School will 
be open again for two programs 
showcasing women. On April 

28, Jesse Kennedy shares how 
mystery writer Mary Roberts 
Rinehart led a 1916 expedition 
across Cascade Pass. On May 
5, Samish Island resident Jan 
Jones will share stories told her 
by Mary Scott, a Stick Samish 
woman who always described 
herself as half English, half 
Indian and one hundred percent 
American. Both programs begin 
at 2 p.m. 

Museum sale at school this weekend

Place an 
At Your Service ad 

Plus appear in our 
Online 

Business 
Directory

$225 
for 12 weeks 
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Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

LEGAL NOTICES
TOWN OF LA CONNER

NOTICE OF ORDINANCE
Notice is hereby given that 

the Town Council of the Town 
of La Conner, Washington, 
passed Ordinance No. 1245 
at the April 9, 2024 Town 
Council meeting.  A summary 
of Ordinance No. 1245 is as 
follows:
An Ordinance establishing 

the Transportation Benefit 
District funding.
Complete copies of Ordi-

nance No. 1245 are available 
at La Conner Town Hall, P.O. 
Box 400, La Conner, WA 
98257
Dated this 10th Day of April, 

2024
/s/________________
Maria DeGoede, Town Clerk
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, April 17, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF WHATCOM
IN THE ESTATE OF:
DAVID W. GREENE,

DECEASED. No. 24-4-
00265-37

PROBATE NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS RCW 

11.40.030
The person named below has 

been appointed as Personal 
Representative of this estate. 
Any person having a claim 
against the decedent must, be-
fore the time the claim would 
be barred by any otherwise ap-
plicable statute of limitations, 
present the claim in the manner 
as provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to the 
Personal Representative or 
the Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address stated 
below a copy of the claim and 
filing the original of the claim 
with the court. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-

TION: APRIL 3, 2024
PERSONAL REPRESEN-

TATIVE: ANNE G. MILLER 
and NOAH J. GREENE
ATTORNEY FOR PERSON-

AL REPRESENTATIVE: Col-
in R. Morrow, WSBA #53779
ADDRESS FOR MAILING 

OR SERVICE: 
Carmichael Clark, P.S.
1700 D Street
Bellingham, WA 98225
CARMICHAEL CLARK, 

P.S.
/s/__________________
COLIN R. MORROW, 

WSBA# 53779
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, April 3, 10, and 
17, 2024.

LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR 

SERVICES
The Sedro-Woolley School 

District is requesting sealed 
bids for Bakery Service.  Bids 
are due no later than 4:00 p.m., 
pdt, on Wednesday, May 1, 
2024.  Bids may be delivered 
in person or mailed to:  Se-
dro-Woolley School District, 
Attn:  Allison Johnston, Food 
Service and Warehouse Direc-
tor, 801 Trail Rd., Sedro-Wool-
ley, WA 98284.  Each bid must 
be clearly labeled “Bakery 
Service, Bid #2425-101” on 
the outside of the envelope.  
The Sedro-Woolley School 
District reserves the right to 
waive any informalities or ir-
regularities in the bidding, or 
reject any/or all bids and to 
accept a bid or bids which are 
deemed to be in the best inter-
est of the District.  Complete 
instructions & specifications 
are available at the District 
Office.
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, April 10 and 
17, 2024.

LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR 

SERVICES
The Sedro-Woolley School 

District is requesting sealed 
bids for Photography Service.  
Bids are due no later than 
4:00 p.m., pst, on Wednesday, 
May 1, 2024.  Bids may be 
delivered in person or mailed 
to:  Sedro-Woolley School 
District, Attn:  Brett Green-
wood, Executive Director of 
Business, Operations & Stu-
dent Support, 801 Trail Rd., 
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284.  

Each bid must be clearly la-
beled “Photography Service, 
Bid #2425-100” on the out-
side of the envelope.  The Se-
dro-Woolley School District 
reserves the right to waive any 
informalities or irregularities 
in the bidding, or reject any/or 
all bids and to accept a bid or 
bids which are deemed to be in 
the best interest of the District.  
Complete instructions & spec-
ifications are available at the 
District Office or online.
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, April 10 and 
17, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 24-4-00180-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
In the Matter of the Estate 

of
Patricia R. Stowe, Deceased
The personal representative 

named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate.  Any person 
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below, a copy of 
the claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of first publication: 

April 10, 2024
Victoria Conrardy Stowe
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-

HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway 

Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, April 10, 17, 
and 24, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 24-4-00189-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
In the Matter of the Estate 

of
Lyle R. Wesen, Deceased

The co-personal representa-
tives named below have been 
appointed as co-personal rep-
resentatives of this estate. Any 
person having claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to the 
co-personal representatives 
or the co-personal representa-
tives’ attorney at the address 
stated below, a copy of the 
claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the co-personal representa-

tives served or mailed the no-
tice to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); 
or (2) four months after the 
date of first publication of the 
notice. If the claim is not pre-
sented within this time frame, 
the claim is forever barred, 
except as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060. This bar is effec-
tive as to claims against both 
the decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

April 17, 2024
Richard D. Wesen
Co-Personal Representative 
Ronald G. Wesen
Co-Personal Representative 
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-

HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Co-Personal 

Representatives
P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway 

Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, April 17, 24, 
and May 1, 2024.

NOTICE OF SPECIAL 
MEETING PUBLIC 

HEARING OF THE LA 
CONNER SCHOOL 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
TITLE VI GRANT 

THROUGH THE OFFICE 
OF INDIAN EDUCATION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-

EN that the La Conner School 
District Board of Directors 
will hold a public hearing to 
review our proposed Indian 
Education Grant (Title VI) 
2024-2025 Application. This 
program is designed to address 
the unique cultural, language, 
and educationally related ac-
ademic needs of American 
Indian and Alaska Native stu-
dents, and ensure that all stu-
dents meet the challenging 
State academic standards. The 
meeting will be held at 12:00 
p.m. on Monday, May 6, 2024, 
in the District Office Board 
Room, 305 N. Sixth St., and 
via Zoom. 
The meeting is open to the 

public and comments will be 
taken during the public hear-
ing including parents and stu-
dents, to become more famil-
iar with the Title VI program, 
and speak for or against any 
part of the policy, procedure, 
and grant being discussed. 
Contact Beth Clothier, Direc-
tor of Teaching and Learning 
at 360-466-3171 ext. 3294 or 
bclothier@lc.k12.wa.us with 
questions or concerns. Input 
will also be presented from 
NAPAC our Native American 
Parent Advisory Committee. 
Documents are available on 
our website, BoardDocs, in the 
district office. 
Written testimony, needs to 

be submitted by 11:00 a.m. 
on Monday, May 6, 2024, 
to: Board of Directors, c/o 
Will Nelson, Superintendent 
La Conner School District 
No. 311, P.O. Box 2103/305 
N. Sixth St., La Conner, WA 
98257
Dated this 12th day of April 

2024.
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News on April 17 and 
24, 2024.

take a 7-4 lead. But the 
hosts, aided by two costly 
errors and a wild pitch, 
responded with their own 
three-spot in the seventh. 

After La Conner was 
retired in order in the top 
of the eighth, Coupeville 
pushed across the game-
winner in the bottom of the 
frame on a Camden Glover 
RBI single. 

Logan Burks, Brogan 
Masonholder and Nathan 
Bailey each lined a double 
and scored a run to pace 
the team’s attack. Starting 
pitcher Kenai Zimmerman, 
C.J. Edwards, Kaleb Otis, 
Charley Jackson and Ivory 
Damien all added a single 
and a run for La Conner. 

It was much the same 
story for the Braves at 
Friday Harbor. 

La Conner bolted to an 
early 4-1 advantage on sin-
gles by Jackson, Otis and 
Hadden Zimmerman. But 
the Wolverines chipped 
away at the Braves’ lead, 
plating single tallies in the 
second, sixth and seventh 
innings. 

La Conner went down 
1-2-3 in the top of the 
eighth, leaving the door 
open for Friday Harbor to 
escape with the win by par-
laying a walk, stolen base 
and single into a run in the 
Wolverines’ final at-bat. 

Burks, a senior south-
paw, started on the hill for 
La Conner and fanned sev-
en Friday Harbor hitters. 
He helped his cause with a 
first inning single. 

Jackson, an eighth grad-
er, led the Braves with two 
base hits. 

The La Conner softball 
team, after taking a 1-0 

first inning lead, fell 14-2 
at Coupeville as the Lady 
Wolves remained unbeaten 
(4-0) in league play. Friday 
Harbor, 4-1 in NW2B/1B 
softball standings, blanked 
La Conner 15-0. 

The Lady Braves (0-4) 
will look to break into 
the win column against 
Concrete (0-6)

Road trip
. . . (from page 4)

leading cybersecurity 
experts to investigate the 
incident and determine 
the scope of the issue,” 
Swinomish Casino & 
Lodge management said 
in a statement issued last 
week. 

As of Sunday, the casino 
parking lot remained empty 
and no definitive timeline 
had been released as to 
when the Swinomish facili-
ties will reopen. 

“The casino and restau-
rants on our property are 
all temporarily closed,” the 
management team said. 
“We are working as quickly 
as possible to restore op-
erations” and will provide 
updates on social media as 
systems come back online. 

“While the lodge and RV 
park are open,” manage-
ment said, “we are only 
able to honor existing reser-
vations at this time. Lodge 
guests impacted by this 
incident will also receive a 
refund as appropriate.” 

Those who have recently 
visited the casino-hotel 
have been advised “out of 
an abundance of caution” 
to check their account state-
ments and monitor credit 
reports for any suspicious 
activity. 

“If we learn data was 
impacted by this incident,” 
casino managers said in 
their statement, “we will 
contact affected individuals 
as soon as possible.” 

The closure has impact-
ed casino guests and staff 
alike. 

A KIRO news crew on 
site last week met with em-
ployees who were told not 
to come into work due to 
what was initially attributed 
to “technical issues.” 

“They’re sure losing a lot 
of business,” a social media 
poster said last week in 
response to a casino closure 
update provided by the 
Swinomish Tribal Senate. 
“I hope they get it figured 
out quickly.” 

The Weekly News was 
contacted on Friday by the 
casino’s marketing and 
advertising representative. 

She paused weekly adver-
tising until the situation is 
resolved. 

“We are expecting them 
to be closed for a bit lon-
ger,” said marketing con-
sultant and media planner 
Adele George. 

However, a TV commer-
cial promoting Swinomish 
Casino & Lodge appeared 
over the weekend on a Root 
Sports Northwest broadcast 
of a Seattle Mariners base-
ball game with the Chicago 
Cubs. 

The Swinomish casino 
gaming floor has around 
700 slot machines and a 
variety of table games, 
according to reporter Ed 
Silverstein of the Casino.
org website. 

A Zippia, Inc. data 
science team determined 
that the Swinomish Casino 
& Lodge, with nearly 200 
employees, generated about 
$16 million in revenue in 
2023. 

The casino made national 
news last October when 
one of its guests placed 
a $10 bet and won a 
$1,490,484.45 jackpot. 

Cyberattack
. . . (from page 1)

“Your insights and 
perspectives are highly 
valuable as we navigate 
this process together,” 
board members said in 
a statement released by 
executive assistant Cherri 
Kahns on April 12. “Your 
participation and input are 
crucial in ensuring that we 
make informed decisions 
that align with our mission, 
vision and values. We look 
forward to hearing from 
you and working collabo-
ratively towards our shared 
goals.” 

These sessions are to 

foster brainstorming, gather 
comments and suggestions 
and engage in meaningful 
discussions for the selection 
of a new superintendent, 
officials said. 

Nelson, who has worked 
in the private sector as well 
as public education, was 
successful in implementing 
several new educational 
initiatives – including 
mastery-based learning – 
upon his arrival in 2021. 

He succeeded interim 
superintendent Rich 
Stewart, who served during 
the 2020-21 academic year, 
a period marked by social 
distancing and remote 
instruction due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Stewart was hired fol-
lowing the resignation of 
Whitney Meissner, who left 
after three years to become 
an administrator in the large 
Lake Washington School 
District in King County. 

Meissner followed Peg 
Seeling, then the district’s 
curriculum and athletics 
director, who became 
interim superintendent 
following the resignation 
of Tim Bruce, who had led 
the district since the 1990s. 
The campus performing 
arts center is named for 
him.

Bruce transitioned to 
a teaching role at WWU, 
the same path now being 
followed by Nelson.

School search
. . . (from page 1)

By Bill Reynolds

Earth Day is a global 
event that encourages peo-
ple to act locally. 

And those activities 
don’t have to be limited to 
April 22, the 54th anniver-
sary of the day universally 
recognized as the start of 
the modern environmental 
movement. 

The Swinomish Indian 
Tribal Community is a 
prime example. 

On April 25, Earth Day 
initiatives start at 8 a.m., 
including a plant project at 
John K. Bob Ball Park, fish 
net recycling by the web 
shed off Moorage Way, ti-

dying up at the rain garden 
and a general clean-up at 
Swedebs Park. 

There will also be a 
noon potluck lunch at the 
Swinomish Boys & Girls 
Club Center and a 1 p.m. 
dedication at the 13 Moons 
Elder Garden. 

In addition, large refuse 
containers will be placed 
around Swinomish Village 
for tribal use from April 22 
to May 6. 

While April 22 is recog-
nized worldwide as Earth 
Day, it is celebrated in 
some venues on the spring 
equinox in March. 

Or, in the case of 
Swinomish this year, it will 

be observed April 25. 
Earth Day is an annual 

celebration raising aware-
ness of the need to protect 
Earth’s natural resources 
for future generations. The 
day’s origin traces back to 
events in the 1960s when a 
focus on the environment 
emerged following an oil 
spill off Santa Barbara on 
the California coast and 
fires on the Cuyahoga 
River in Ohio. 

Inspired by those and 
other environmental di-
sasters, U.S. Sen. Gaylord 
Nelson of Wisconsin 
helped establish the first 
Earth Day on April 22, 
1970. 

Swinomish plan Earth Day activities



COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

CLEANING SERVICES 
OFFERED: Home or office. 
Estimates provided. Good quality 
work. Reasonable rates. Call for 
estimate. References available. 
360-202-1288.

DOWNTOWN LA CONNER, 
COMMERCIAL OFFICE SPACE 
FOR LEASE. 125 E. Washington 
St., Suite B. 240 square feet, 
shared restroom, tenant parking 
lot. $525 per month. One-year 
minimum agreement, includes 
water, sewer, gas, electricity, 
grounds maintenance, property 
taxes, building insurance, limited 
trash removal. Call 360-466-4446 
ext. 103

LOTS OF BEAUTIFUL PLANTS 
FOR SALE right behind the post 
office. Open 24-7. Cash or check 
only. Questions? Call Jo: 360-
708-2022.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
with a $325 classified listing or 
$1600 for a display ad. Call this 
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for 
details. 

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a majority of 
people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how 
much you can save. Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-765-
1117 with your ZIP code to reach 
the right provider.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 6
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CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

NOT TO BE MISSED
The Skagit Community Band 
presents “In A Mellow Tone,” 
its annual jazz concert. Join the 
band with free concerts at 7:30 
p.m. Friday, April 26, at Maple 
Hall in La Conner, and 3 p.m. 
Sunday, April 28, at Brodniak 
Hall at Anacortes High School. 
Donation gladly accepted. For 
more information, visit Skagit-
communityband.org.

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish Library. 
520 Morris St., La Conner. 360-
466-3352. www.lclib.lib.wa.us. 
Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.
• Storytime for Children. 11 a.m. 

every Friday. 
• Tech Help. 3-5 p.m. every 

Monday.
• Dungeons & Dragons Club. 

3-5 p.m. every Tuesday. No 
experience necessary.

Mount Vernon Public Library. 
315 Snoqualmie St., Mount 
Vernon. 360-336-6209, mount-
vernonwa.gov. 
• Seedling Storytime: 10:30 a.m. 

Tuesdays. For young ones 
who may be shy.

• Board Games: 1-5:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays. Classic board 
games for a variety of ages.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220 
10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-

8067, CityofAnacortes.org.
• Family Storytime: 10-11:30 

a.m. Fridays. For ages birth to 
5, siblings welcome.

• LEGO at the Library: 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Mondays. LEGO bricks 
provided.

Burlington Public Library. 820 
E. Washington Ave., Burlington. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library. 
• Bilingual Storytime: 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Saturdays. For 
ages 6 and under and their 
caregivers. Enjoy stories and 
songs in English and Spanish. 

MUSEUMS
Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum. 703 S. Second 
St., La Conner.11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday through Sunday. 
qfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288. 
Current exhibits: 
• La Conner in Bloom Challenge 

2024: Roots and Threads: A 
Garden in Transition, through  
April 28. The 2024 challenge 
invited artists to explore 
change as they create a 
garden-related piece.

• Shift Change: Curated by 
Brian Nigus, through April 28.

• Stone Portraits and Sacred 
Stonescapes: Artwork by De-
nise Labadie, through May 5.

Skagit County Historical Muse-
um. 360-466-3365 or skagitcoun-
ty.net/museum. Hours 11 a.m.-4 

p.m. Thursday-Sunday. The 
museum is seeking donations 
of vintage, holiday wares, craft 
supplies, collectibles and unique 
items for their annual Sale at the 
School in April. Contact jwolfe@
co.skagit.wa.us. Current exhibits:
• Signs, Signs, Everywhere 

Signs: The Art of Bob 
Mortenson features the life 
and work of local sign maker, 
graphic artist and painter 
Bob Mortenson of Mortenson 
Signs of Mount Vernon. His 
signs are all over the county, 
from Rockport to Anacortes. 
Through Sept. 29.

Museum of Northwest Art. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday, noon-5 p.m. Sunday 
and Monday. monamuseum.org, 
360-466-4446. Current exhibits 
through May 12:
• Silva Cascadia: Under the 

Spell of the Forest features 
two- and three-dimensional 
works by Northwest women 
artists.

• At the Seam: The exhibition 
asks to look not only at the 
individual works but also at the 
“seams,” where works repre-
senting different artistic trends 
and cultural identities come in 
touch with each other.

• My Roots: Honoring the Cul-
tural Identity of Skagit Valley’s 
Under-Resourced Children: 
Outside In Gallery.

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank. 
Food distribution from 2:30-5 
p.m. every Monday, 602 S. Third 
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878. 
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Swinomish Helping Hands 
Food Bank. Food distribution 

from 2-5 p.m. every Thursday. 
Non-essentials every first 
Thursday. 17444 Snee Oosh 
Road, La Conner. 360-856-2211. 
helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

Skagit Valley Humane Society. 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington. 
360-757-0445. Find volunteer 
and donation opportunities online 
at skagithumane.org.

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle. 
Meets 1-2 p.m. Wednesdays, 
Burlington Senior Center. 
For more info, email yoga-
heartspace0@gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. Meets 
4:30-6:30 p.m. every Thursday, 
Shelter Bay Clubhouse. No audi-
tions. Call Joan at 360-941-7507.

MEETINGS
Town of La Conner Council 
Meeting, 6 p.m. Tuesday, April 
23, at Upper Maple Center. For 
current agenda, go to www.
townoflaconner.org. Sign up for 
“Notify Me” to get current town 
information.

Skagit Conservation District. 
Regular board meeting at 7:30 
a.m. every fourth Wednesday at 
2021 E. College Way, Suite 205, 
Mount Vernon. 360-428-4313.

Rotary Club of La Conner. 
laconnerrotary.org. Meetings 6-7 
p.m. every Monday at Shawn 
O’Donnell’s restaurant. Optional 
dinner, 5:30 p.m.

Little Mountain Gamblers. 
Gamblers Anonymous meets 
at 6:30 p.m. every Tuesday at 
Mount Vernon Senior Center, 
1401 Cleveland Ave.

  

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor
Dehydrated bananas

We got bananas! Lots 
of bananas! Sometimes 
organic bananas. Ripe 
bananas. Overripe 
bananas. Replenish 
the banana bowl every 
week. Eat bananas for 
health. Once, on my 
travels to Brazil, I bought a bunch of bananas 
from a man selling them on a sidewalk in the 
very large city of Manaus. These bananas were 
slightly green and, at the same time, a bit black. 
They differed in size from the ones we buy at 
our supermarkets, being smaller and yet plump. 
The seller was so excited to get 25 centavos 
(worth about 5 cents) that he hurriedly got up 
from his cardboard seat on the sidewalk. He 
went on his way, down a dusty ravine. I walked 
back to my hotel, bananas cradled in my arm.

Ingredients

• Ripe bananas, 4 
or 5 

• Lemon juice, ½ cup 
• Water, ½ cup

Preparation
Turn on the dehy-

drator to 135 degrees  
to warm it up. Mix the 
bottled lemon juice 
with the water. Peel 

and slice the banan-
as, putting the slices 
into the lemon water. 
This will help the 
bananas stay a light 
color. Place the slices 
on a dehydrator tray, 
keeping each slice 
separate. Dehydrate 
4 to 8 hours. They will 
be leathery when you 
peel them off the tray. 
Store airtight.
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▪ Desks 
▪ Lamps 
▪ Garden Art 
▪ Wooden Toys
▪ Stylish Sofas and Loveseats
▪ Collectible Wooden Bowls
▪ PNW-Themed Gifts
▪ End Tables & More!

www.nwff.com
“Where Finding the Unusual is the Norm”

                         Stop by our showroom today!

Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30
360-424-8455

www.NWFF.com
919 Riverside Dr. Mount Vernon
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
    ARNEST1044BW 

360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.
New arrivals weekly!

Photos posted Thursdays on our
Facebook page 

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun 
11 AM – 5 PM
 3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!

Donations accepted Monday
1pm – 3pm

Proceeds from our
non-profit shop benefit

our community.

TULIP FANS
WELCOME!

Clothing, Housewares,
Furniture, Collectibles,
Linens, Books, Shoes,
Art, Antiques, More~

Raisin’ the Roof Barn Party

Info & Tickets:

More Info:
crossroadsyr.org
Kim@crossroadsyr.org

• Line dancing (with lessons!)
• Cinco de Mayo Taco Bar
• Silent Auction
• Inspirational updates & stories
• Local Artisan Booths

Kick up your heels with 
CrossRoads Youth Ranch!

Tickets: $50
Proceeds will help with 
construction costs for our 
New Indoor Arena!

SUNDAY, MAY 5TH 2024 at 6PM-9PM

Empowering at - risk and sexually exploited youth to find 
holistic healing through trauma - informed equine mentoring.

By Judy Booth

“The Langley Chamber 
of Commerce is supported 
through grants that are specific 
to tourism,” notes Nicole 
Whittington-Johnson, the 
Chamber’s executive director. 
Additionally, there is Langley 
Creates, a state-designated 
creative district, part of a 
Washington state program that 
helps communities turn their 
cultural and historical assets into 
economic growth, a non-profit 
created by the Langley Chamber 
of Commerce. Plus, there is the 
Langley Main Street Association 
championing the downtown’s 
economic revitalization and 
historic preservation. 

“The Murder Mystery weekend 
in February is one of the top fes-
tivals. People come from all over 
the world – three thousand people 
attended this year. It started in 
1984 and has grown ever since. 
People love how merchants are 
characters that wear multiple hats 
– checking their point of sales, 
then putting on another hat!” said 
Whittington-Johnson. 

The city’s events list includes a 
Whale Festival in March – a pod 

of gray whales show up every 
year – a parade in April and a pa-
rade on July Fourth with an hour 
of floats, marching bands, even 
marching violins. 

A town tradition since the 
1970s in August and September is 
the Soup Box Derby – not “soap” 
box. People from 9 to 99 build 
soup-box cars and risk barreling 
down the First Street hill. 

Island organic farms draw tour-
ists throughout the summer. 

The creative district is 
developing an outdoor museum 
and arts corridor to bridge the 
downtown with the community 
center. “We are right on track 
for it to be a strong year,” said 
Whittington-Johnson. 

Inga Morascini, public rela-
tions and marketing director for 
Whidbey and Camano Islands 
Tourism and the county’s tourism 
leadership team recognized that 
just sustainability in tourism was 
enough. They decided to consult 
with Regenerative Travel Council, 
a consulting firm specializing in 
regenerative tourism. 

After a year of analysis to learn 
what the island culture was and 
what produced the best tourists 
– defined as people who cared 

about the environment – they de-
cided to target that market while 
at the same time insuring locals 
would continue to live there 
comfortably. 

Regenerative tourism, like 
regenerative agriculture, uses a 
holistic approach to create condi-
tions that will continuously renew 
and lower carbon emissions for 
entire environmental and ecologi-
cal systems. That’s a tall order. 

Morascini said they were 
tailoring their tourism towards 
people who want to get out of 
doors; gain knowledge of local 
history; of the culinary, cultural 
and agricultural aspects of the 
region; pursue experiences such 
as mushroom hunting, farm visits 
and organic farming – all leaning 
heavily on experience rather than 
just driving up and down the 
island. 

Regenerative tourism defines 
success as net benefit – added 
value, not volume. It is a holistic 
approach to the well-being of the 
entire ecosystem. 

“We want tourism to add to our 
environment, not take away from 
it – a much better approach,” 
concluded Morascini. 

We’re watching. 

Langley’s team approach tackles tourism

Island, especially at its south end 
near Skagit Bay. 

Thulen and dairy farmer Jason 
Vander Kooy agree that a secure 
water supply is good for farmers 
and people who lease land to 
them. 

“When you decide where to 

put crops, the first question you 
ask is, is there water available?” 
said Vander Kooy. “A potato is 
90% water. Without water you 
don’t get much of a potato. When 
any plant is drought stressed, we 
start getting disease problems. 
The same thing is true when you 
and I are dehydrated.” 

Well-irrigated, high-quality po-
tatoes and other crops mean less 
waste. The birds and insects that 

depend on the ditches for water 
are also happier. Even the farm-
workers benefit. “When there’s 
no harvest, there’s no work,” said 
Vander Kooy. “When there’s lots 
of harvest, there’s lots of work.” 

In District 15, water is pumped 
into a network of gravity-fed 
ditches that stretch from Kamb 
to Best Roads. Filling them is a 
two-day job and when the river 
level goes down, pumps shut 
down and the ditches empty, 
“we lose way too much water,” 
said Vander Kooy. “Keeping the 
ditches full is much better. When 
the pumps are on, they don’t 
even change the level of the river 
by the thickness of a piece of 
paper. In effect, we are pumping 
eight CFS out of the river that is 
flowing 10,000 CFS.” 

A public notice of the agree-
ment will be published soon and 
PUD general manager George 
Sidhu believes the new agree-
ment will be authorized by the 
end of May, long before the 
water in the Skagit River falls 
below 10,000 CFS. 

“Even though the snow level 
is not the greatest, right now I’m 
not too worried about water, but 
who knows?” said Vander Kooy. 

“The important thing is we all 
got together, the consortium, the 
PUD, the farmers and figured 
it out. Collaboration, that’s 
 important.” 

Irrigation
. . . (from page 1)

Sunday, April 7
11:36 a.m.: Not what it seems – Sub-
ject driving on Maple Avenue lost control 
of her car and hit the sign for the dental 
office. The sign was knocked over but 
the suspect fled the scene and was later 
located at her residence. The driver was 
cited for suspended driving and hit and 
run. La Conner.

11:55 a.m.: Animal last rites – Caller 
asked about an injured deer on the side 
of the road. A deputy arrived and found 
the deer was now deceased. A note was 
left for public works to remove. Best 
Road at Summers Drive, greater La 
Conner.

Monday, April 8
1:31 p.m.: Dogs being dogs – Caller 
had questions on loose dogs running 
in her fields and causing crop damage. 
The laws were explained along with civil 
action that could be taken. McLean and 
Barrett roads, greater La Conner.

Tuesday, April 9
7:40 a.m.: Cat’s last act – Cat hit by 
car and was in bad shape. The cat was 
taken to pet emergency and euthanized. 
Dodge Valley and Best roads, greater La 
Conner.

1:27 p.m.: Tulip gazers – Tulip traffic 
complaints for vehicles parked in road-
way and unsafe u-turns. Traffic units 
continue to patrol the area. Best Road, 
greater La Conner.

Wednesday, April 10
10:25 a.m.: Big city move  – Impatient 

driver eastbound on Morris thought the 
car in front was taking to long at the stop 
sign. As the front car started to go, the 
second car pulled out into the oncoming 
lane and passed in the intersection. The 
passing car had to swerve back quickly 
due to oncoming traffic and clipped the 
car they had passed. The driver was 
cited for unlawful passing and causing a 
collision. Maple Avenue at Morris Street, 
La Conner.

Friday, April 12
1:14 p.m.: Who’s in trouble? – Report 
that kids were fighting on the bus and 
the driver braked hard to stop the fight. 
Parents complained to the school district 
which is handling this internally. Morris 
and S. Sixth Streets, La Conner.

1:25 p.m.: In dog mode – Caller called 
about a dog locked in a car with no win-
dows down. This was a Tesla and was 
in dog mode with the AC on. No issue. 
Beaver Marsh Road, greater La Conner.

Saturday, April 13
12:52 p.m.: Avoid driving weekends  – 
More complaints about traffic being slow 
and blocking roads. Traffic units working 
the area. McLean and Best roads, 
greater La Conner.

9:28 p.m.: Fire crew saved boat – A 
28-foot boat was taking on water in the 
marina and needed pumps to keep it 
afloat. Fire responded with pumps and 
the water level was maintained until 
repairs could be made. The operator had 
run aground earlier and believed he put 
a hole in the transom. N. Second Street, 
La Conner.
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