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WHY, IT’S A MURDER!
Prohibition era 
whodunit draws 
sleuths to deduce 
who bumped off 
the bootlegger
By Bill Reynolds

A storied chapter from La 
Conner’s past, often spoken in 
hushed tones, was revisited with 
screaming headlines on March 
23.

This year’s La Conner 
Chamber of Commerce 
Murder Mystery, set during the 
Prohibition Era of rumrunning 
and bootlegging, spelled out 
details of the event in a special 
March 23, 1924, edition of the 
“La Conner Territorial News,” 
one of the resources used by as-
piring sleuths to solve a fictional 
homicide case.

Mother-daughter duo Chris 
and Nicole Jennings crafted the 
engaging story line, featuring 
several plot twists and nine sus-
pects donning period costumes. 
Nicole Jennings is a former 
Weekly News reporter who now 
serves as Seattle University 
law school’s assistant director 
for communications and public 
relations.

Participants braved the day’s 
steady rain to crack the case of 
the Bumped-off Bootlegger.

Zach and Kayla White and 
9-year-old daughter Hanna, of 
Mount Vernon, were among the 
eager detectives.

“We did it last year and Hanna 
absolutely loved it,” Kayla White 
said. “When we saw they were 
doing it again this year we were 
all super excited.”

By Bill Reynolds

Crime won’t be taking a holiday in 
La Conner anytime soon – at least in 
terms of the town’s popular murder 
mystery event.

Former Weekly News reporter Nicole 
Jennings co-wrote the Prohibition 
Era murder mystery script with her 
mom, Chris Jennings. They’re already 
planning next spring’s third annual 
production.  

Nicole Jennings is developing for 
next year a mystery steeped in World 
War II intrigue.

Her aim is to craft story lines around 
local weapons testing and espionage, 
with fictional plots bolstered by 
research into the history of nearby 
Naval Air Station Whidbey Island and 
perhaps Fort Whitman on Goat Island 
just south of town.

“I plan to get started on it pretty 

soon,” she said. “We were writing this 
year’s murder mystery right down to 
the wire.” 

Jennings portrayed Bonnie McClyde, 
moll of a murdered rumrunner, in the 
2024 murder mystery. She hopes her 
castmates will return for next spring’s 
World War II-themed whodunit.

“The second annual La Conner 
Murder Mystery, set in 1924, was the 
bee’s knees,” Jennings said in a recent 
social media post. “And just as special 
as getting to act the part of Bonnie 
McClyde was getting to write the story 
and all the clues with my mom, who 
played the FBI’s first woman agent, 
Alaska Davidson, hired in 1924.”

Chris Jennings owns Jennings Yarn 
& Needlecrafts, a long-established La 
Conner business, and is president of 
the La Conner Chamber of Commerce, 
whose office serves as the start and final 
arrest site for each murder mystery.

“We based the story off the real his-
tory of bootlegging between Vancouver 
Island and the La Conner area during 
Prohibition,” Nicole Jennings said.

The period 1920s clothing worn 
by the cast and participating mer-
chants was more comfortable than the 
Victorian garb required last year, she 
and others noted.

“It was great how many people 
dressed up (in 1920s clothing),” she 
said.

Jennings credited Kevin Baker with 
helping create charts for motives, alibis 
and evidence for sleuths to narrow 
down theories of the case with the clues 
they were provided.

“I think we did all right as quite a 
few people guessed correctly – but 
not too many, so it wasn’t too easy,” 
Jennings said.

A similar formula will be in place for 
the 2025 murder mystery.

2025 murder mystery script is in the works already

By Anne Basye

The interim ordinance that places a temporary 
moratorium on new event venues on land zoned 
Ag-NRL “is not a free pass for existing venues,” 
Skagit County Prosecuting Attorney Will Honea 
said Monday at a post-adoption hearing in the 
county commissioners’ office. 

Twenty six people attending gave testimony on 
the moratorium, adopted by the Skagit County 
Board of Commissioners on Jan. 29. The mora-
torium was a surprise. It essentially ignored the 
agritourism code changes proposed by the county’s 
Agricultural Advisory Board and recommended by 
the Skagit County Planning Commission on Dec. 
12. 

Honea told the crowd that besides severely 
restricted existing venues, the Ag Advisory Board’s 
recommendations would have been unenforceable. 

By Anne Basye

This year’s Tulip Festival is all about traffic – on 
the road and on social media. 

Eighty percent of the traffic to the Tulip Festival 
website comes from people on mobile devices. 
On its new mobile-friendly website, people can 
buy display garden tickets, get bloom updates, 
even check Skagit County weather right from their 
phones. 

A large paid media campaign sponsored by the 
Skagit Tourism Bureau and the Festival has enticed 
many new website visitors. While “tulips are our 
crown jewel,” said Tourism Bureau CEO Kristen 
Keltz, print and digital ads “encourage people not 
to just see the tulips and leave, but come for the 
week and stay a couple days exploring other parts 
of the county, too.” 

As for the kind of traffic that drives residents 
berserk, Tulip Festival Director Nicole Roozen 
hopes that visitors using their phones can even-
tually access traffic advisories on Facebook and 
Instagram. Not this year, though, so two weeks 
ago she brought the major players together at the 
Skagit County Board of Commissioners’ office. 
The Festival, the Tourism Bureau, all four display 
gardens, the Washington State Department of 
Transportation, the Skagit County Sheriff’s Office 
and Department of Emergency Management re-
viewed past practices, future goals and concerns. 

Assistant County Engineer Given Kutz and his 
team from public works have added flashing lights 
to stop signs, “no parking” signs on shoulders and 
“local traffic only” signs on Calhoun and Jungquist 
Roads. With Festival director Roozen and 
Washington Bulb Company President Leo Roozen, 

Agritourism 
decision on 
hold again
6-month moratorium 
provides time to talk

‘Traffic’ is Tulip 
Festival’s top 
word, top worry

THE CASE OF THE BUMPED-OFF BOOTLEGGER — Above, three suspects (right) in 
the La Conner Chamber of Commerce Murder Mystery face questions about the murder 
of rumrunner Jack Danielson. � — Photo by Bill Reynolds

By Judy Booth

The Anacortes City Council and 
the Port of Anacortes commissioners 
voted unanimously to authorize the 
Port’s executive director to enter into 
an interlocal agreement regarding the 
conceptual design of an event center 
at the corner of Ninth Street and R 
Avenue at a joint meeting at Anacortes 
City Hall Monday evening. 

The Port has been discussing a 
future event center for Anacortes 
since 2016. In 2021, it announced it 
would close the Transit Shed as an 
event center and its permanent return 
to maritime industrial use after 2023. 
It closed Dec. 31. The city and port 
committed to cooperating and have 

been engaged in discussions to solve 
this community need. 

“We envision a building with a 
marine aesthetic … drawing inspi-
ration from iconic landmarks in the 
area, we aim to create a space that is a 
reflection of our community, fostering 
connections and benefits for the entire 
community,” said Mayor Matt Miller. 

Miller explained the venue would be 
suitable for large scale events – Bier 
on the Pier, Uncorked, Boat & Yacht 
Show –community events hosted by 
nonprofits and private weddings. It 
will have banquet seating. 

Plans are for the port to provide the 
land and manage day-to-day construc-
tion. The city will fund construction 
from lodging tax revenue and will own 

and operate the venue through poli-
cies articulated in the next interlocal 
agreement.

The goals for the conceptual phase 
of the project include identifying 
project teams, consensus on minimum 
design criteria such as size and ca-
pacity; vetting of project criteria with 
stakeholders, i.e., location; support of 
downtown core; seating for 400; con-
ceptual design; estimating construction 
costs; and an outline of responsibility 
for adjacent park area for event “spill-
out” and public access. 

Initial estimates for the first phase of 
this project are $95,000 with the city 
and port sharing costs 50/50. 

Anacortes event center plans progressing

The cast of the Bumped-off Bootlegger donned Prohibition-era garb for their roles.
— Photo courtesy Nicole Jennings

TULIP GRIDLOCK — Tulip Festival traffic attempting 
to reach Interstate 5 can back up for miles on State 
Route 536 through Mount Vernon, as in April 2023. 

— Photo by Ken Stern
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When the Earth did stand still
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By Greg Whiting

Reducing energy use during 
the design and construction 
phase of a new building is almost 
always easier than retrofitting the 
building afterwards. There are 
many techniques that can be used 
to reduce the amount of energy 
a building needs. Using efficient 
systems like LED lighting and 
heat pumps are obvious. 

However, the building archi-
tecture itself can be designed 
to save energy, both without 
management of control systems 
(passive technologies), and with 
controls (active technologies).

Architectural and advanced 
mechanical systems that should 
be considered during building 
design include such things as: 
building orientation, insulation, 
thermal mass and other radiant 
barriers, windows, window 
frames, air conditioning econ-
omization, directly controlled 
humidification/dehumidification, 
and heat recovery from waste-
water.

That seems like a lot of 
technologies. It’s hard to find 
construction professionals who 
are familiar with all of them. For-
tunately, an organization exists 
to help people involved in new 
construction projects to learn 
from the experiences of those 
who have designed particularly 
efficient buildings before.

The Passive House Institute 
(Passivhaus) was founded in 
Germany in the late 1980s, to 
explore and promote the design 
of buildings for optimal energy 
use. Passivhaus offers significant 
resources to people who want 
to prioritize energy efficiency, 
thermal comfort and indoor air 

quality through a combination 
of passive design strategies and 
advanced active technologies.

Passivhaus buildings typically 
consume up to 90% less energy 
for heating and cooling com-
pared to conventional buildings. 
This reduces the size of the 
electric infrastructure needed 
to serve them, and ongoing 
operating costs. Designs using 
Passivhaus principles simulta-
neously achieve lower costs, 
lower energy use and improved 
occupant comfort through the use 
of systems like:

•	 Exceptionally high levels of 
insulation, to minimize heat 
loss and heat gain through the 
building envelope.

•	 Airtight construction, to pre-
vent unintended air leakage, 
ensuring thermal comfort 
and reducing energy demand, 
accompanied by…

•	 …Mechanical ventilation with 
heat recovery (MVHR), to 
ensure a good supply of fresh 
filtered air while recovering 
heat from outgoing stale air. 
Airtight construction with 
MVHR helps to reduce energy 
use while still maintaining 
indoor air quality.

•	 Meticulous architectural 
detailing to eliminate thermal 
bridging, ensuring uniform 
temperatures throughout 

the building envelope. For 
instance, a Passivhaus window 
frame will be designed so that 
the frame itself has insulation 
value, rather than providing a 
thermal conduction path that 
negates some of the effect of 
insulation.

•	 Triple-glazed windows with 
low-emissivity coatings are 
standard in Passivhaus build-
ings, maximizing natural light 
while minimizing heat loss.

Some Passivhaus technologies 
are free, e.g., building orientation 
for optimal heat management 
and use of daylight instead of 
artificial light. Others are slightly 
more expensive than standard 
systems (e.g., triple-glazed win-
dows rather than double-glazed), 
but can be installed economically 
during first construction or a 
scheduled retrofit. Others (e.g., 
superinsulation, or heat recovery 
from wastewater streams – your 
bath and laundry water are still 
hot, and some of that heat can be 
redirected into your water heat-
er’s storage tank) cost money up 
front but save significant energy 
in the long run.

Occupant surveys and moni-
toring data indicate high levels 
of thermal comfort in Passivhaus 
buildings, which have stable 
indoor temperatures and minimal 
temperature variations. Contin-
uous mechanical ventilation en-
sures a constant supply of fresh 
air, reducing the concentration of 
indoor pollutants and allergens.

If you’re involved in new 
construction, encourage your 
architect to use Passivhaus con-
cepts. For further information, 
see www.passivehouse.com. 

Save big with passive technologies

Thanks for the 
quicker delivery

To the editor:
Thank you so much for the 

effort to get the newspaper out 
earlier to those of us in the 98273 
ZIP code area of the school dis-
trict. Much appreciated!

Gale Fiege
Pleasant Ridge

The Johnson family of Oak 
Harbor likewise had the La 
Conner Murder Mystery event on 
its radar again.

“A friend from Langley came 
up last year and saw it and told 
us about it,” said April Johnson, 
accompanied by children Elliott, 
11, and Jax, 14, and adult Jenyfer 
Rosen. “So, it was kind of a fluke 
that we were here. It was fun, and 
we solved the mystery but didn’t 
win the grand prize.”

That was more than enough to 
draw them back. And they brought 
with them a strategy for success.

“We get all the clues, study the 
suspect profiles, go to the clue 
locations and ask questions of all 
the characters,” Johnson said.

Others, including 2024 grand 
prize winner Jason Rogers, em-
ployed similar strategies.

Rogers deduced that Maise 
Buchanan (portrayed by Gina 
Torpey) was the murderer of 
reputed rumrunner Jack Daniel-
son. According to the Territorial 
News, his body was discovered in 
his schooner moored at the end of 
Morris Street. 

It was Sheriff Sully (Chamber 
Director Mark Hulst) who iden-
tified the deceased as Danielson, 
said to have often plied the waters 
around La Conner and the San 
Juans as he delivered illegal alco-
hol to clubs and speakeasies.

Sully told the Territorial News 
that with an investigation under 
way he couldn’t comment other 
than to say the cause of death 
appeared to be blunt force trauma 
to the head.

As the afternoon unfolded, it 
became clearer why Sully was so 
tight-lipped. Turns out, he was 
being investigated by the FBI for 
corruption, and like Buchanan, 
was arrested.

Chris Jennings, in her surprise 
role as a special agent, made the 
collar. She also pressed the case 
for Buchanan’s guilt.

“She actually had two motives,” 
Jennings said of Buchanan. “Jack 
was competition with her boy-
friend, Al (Malone), and she was 
afraid Jack was going to tell Al 
about their fling.”

Malone was portrayed by Ernie 
Gomez. Rounding out the deft 
cast were Kim Broadhead as shop-
keeper Rhea Taylor, Lisa Judy as 
temperance leader Carrie Nation, 
Rebecca Strong as speakeasy 

owner Millie Green, Bob Jacob-
son as Danielson’s partner Roy 
Olmstead, Greg Whiting as Mayor 
Theo Mayer and Nicole Jennings 
as Bonnie McClyde.

Their costumes were a high-
light. Whiting, for example, wore 
a vintage tie that had been his 
grandfather’s. Nicole Jennings 
looked every bit the Roaring 20s 
flapper.

The daylong event was 
sponsored by Stompin’ Grounds 
Coffee, The Living Room, Santo 
Coyote, Wayfinder Market Cafe. 
Skagit Crest, Seaport Books, La 
Conner Artists’ Gallery, Jennings 
Yarn & Needlecrafts, Walking 
Mod, Pacific Northwest Quilt 
& Fiber Museum, Beaver Tales 
Coffee, Vintage La Conner, Nasty 
Jack’s Antiques, Mystic Art Sup-
ply, Skagit Cellars, Raven’s Cup 
Coffee, B.U.tiful, Mo’s Eclectic 
Gifts & Apparel and Bunnies By 
the Bay. 

Hulst said turnout for the event 
was good despite the weather.

“Our online sales were equiv-
alent to last year,” he said. “And 
we’ve seen quite a few walk-ins 
since there’s no wind and just a 
little drizzle.”

The conditions, in fact, proved 
ideal for solving a murder.

Murder Mystery
. . . (from page 1)

By Ken Stern

The Town of La Conner’s sales 
tax revenue was significantly 
down in December, to $47,549, 
the lowest since 2020, the first 
year of the coronavirus pandemic. 

The total, reported to the town 
council by the state Department 
of Revenue, is $15,554, 24.6% 
below 2023’s record December 
collection. The special-use fire tax 
revenues were similarly down, at 
$4,739, 24.5% below 2023.

Tourists were spending less at 
restaurants and stores, but prob-
ably staying in town overnight 
more, or longer. The December 
hotel/motel tax collection was 
$13,915, almost 22% above the 
2023 total.

The real estate excise tax col-
lection on the sale of real property 
was $2,376 in a high interest rate 
real estate market. As with the 
property tax, which did not have 
taxes reported, the monthly totals 

vary widely across the year. This 
early, no analysis can be made.

The four water and wastewater 
treatment funds are more major 
revenue sources. Water revenues 
were $105,773; drainage $30,521; 
sewer $54,444; and sewer 
compost $71,290. The water and 
storm drainage collections are 
meeting their two-month projec-
tions while the sewer and com-
post collections are a bit lower, 
3% and 2% below. Expenditures 
on storm drainage had capital 
costs, including a forklift, and are 
at 26% for the year, at $168,329. 
The other fund expenditures are at 
or below projections.

Totals are based on December 
collections from town businesses 
and online purchases delivered to 
La Conner addresses and reported 
on a two-month lag by the De-
partment of Revenue. The sales 
tax rate remains at 8.6%.

La Conner has a calendar fiscal 
year.

LETTER TO  
THE EDITOR

La Conner’s tax revenues  
are middling in December

No joke! Monday starts Food 
Waste Prevention Week, cham-
pioned in Skagit County by 
Washington State University 
Extension. It is a food security 
issue, a family budget issue – the 
cost of wasted food – and has 
an environmental impact on the 
planet.

The Skagit Food Waste Pre-
vention Coalition has activities 
next week: classes, social media 
game and a compost event. 

A cooking demonstration, 
“Cooking with Ends and Stems: 
A Sustainable Culinary Adven-
ture,” is 12:30-1:15 p.m. Tues-
day, April 2, at the La Conner 
Swinomish Library. You’ll get a 
kit to make the recipe at home.

Tale the pledge and learn about 
preventing food waste at home 
and in your community at WSU 
Skagit Extension Food Waste 
Prevention Webpage extension.
wsu.edu/skagit/fam/.

It’s Food Waste Prevention Week

In the 1951 movie “The Day the Earth Stood Still,” the landing of 
a spaceship on the Washington Mall and the emergence of Klaatu in a 
spacesuit and helmet immediately changed everything worldwide. By 
the film’s end, humanity learned valuable lessons and nothing would 
be the same ever again. Ah, stories.

In real life, catastrophe strikes, say a three-year-plus worldwide 
coronavirus pandemic – for that is what a pandemic means, world-
wide infections, sickness and death – and societies near and far, local 
and global hunker down, survive and a year after emerging from 
it, say March 23, 2024, what is the big deal? Who notices? Who 
commemorates it? Who has learned from it and what are the lessons 
learned?

Recall how totally shut down La Conner, Skagit County, the state 
of Washington and the country were as March 2020 ended. 

Gov. Jay Inslee’s Stay Home – Stay Healthy Order prohibited “all 
people in Washington state from leaving their homes or participating 
in social, spiritual and recreational gatherings of any kind regardless 
of the number of participants, and all non-essential businesses in 
Washington State from conducting business, within the limitations 
provided herein.”

The snapshots of Weekly News stories on page 7 offers a glimpse 
into no toilet paper on store shelves, people supporting restaurants 
through take-out orders and a sign at the roundabout telling people to 
stay home. The rest of 2020 was a matter of mostly staying home.

In early 2021, vaccines became widely available and most peo-
ple were vaccinated. Still more people died in 2021 than 2020: In 
Washington, 6,165, and nationally 463,267, lost their lives from the 
infection. By 2022, annual deaths fell below 2020’s total and the 
decline continues, as recorded by the U.S. National Center for Health 
Statistics.

Inslee lifted the state of emergency for COVID-19 Nov. 1, 2022.
Locally and around the state, we gathered together but not all 

together. The national fabric of all for one and one for all has long 
been frayed, as quaint – or unworkable – as an early 1950s sci-fi film. 
Instead the national political polarization was reflected in every com-
munity in following scientific guidelines, socially distancing, wearing 
masks and getting vaccinated – or not. The pandemic did not bring 
society together nationally or locally.

Knowledge in the public health community has advanced to turn 
the de-evolution of the pandemic into an epidemic. As with the flu, 
annual shots have become the norm. Still, in every state people are 
getting infected and some are getting both pretty sick and staying sick 
for a long period of time.

While masks are recommended for going into public spaces, 
whether it is the grocery or hardware store or the Lincoln Theatre or 
Maple Hall, few masks are to be seen.

How prepared are we, either as individuals and families, or institu-
tions such as schools and public health departments for the next large 
scale catastrophe? 

Maybe it is the American way to not be prepared and not for the 
long haul.



By Bill Reynolds

Much has been made the 
last couple years about tough 
personnel and program cuts at La 
Conner schools forced by steadi-
ly shrinking student enrollment.

But in the most recent example 
of difficult funding choices – and 
one not of its making – La Con-
ner is again paying the price.

La Conner Elementary School 
Principal Heather Fakkema told 
school board members at their 
March 25 public meeting that 
pending closure of the popular 
Little Braves preschool program 
is rooted in national budget deci-
sions, not local.

She said the national Head 
Start organization in a “right-siz-
ing” move is reducing the budget 
for Skagit/Islands Head Start, un-
der whose umbrella Little Braves 
has operated. Due to its relatively 
small size, Little Braves will be 
closed.

“It’s sad,” said Fakkema, 
who has served as Little Braves 
administrator.

School board president Susie 
Deyo agreed. She had envisioned 
the campus preschool helping to 

boost K-12 enrollment. 
The idea was that students 

attending Little Braves would be 
more apt to enroll in the district’s 
kindergarten. State funding for 
public schools is determined by 
full-time K-12 enrollment.

La Conner has seen enrollment 
drop from around 700 K-12 
students in the early 2000s and 
about 600 pupils at the outset of 
the COVID-19 pandemic to an 
estimated 460 students for the 
2024-25 academic year.

Little Braves preschool intro
duced students to early child-
hood education concepts such 
as shapes, colors, counting and 
letters through play and table 
activities. Students have also 
taken field trips to the La Conner 
Fire Station and Skagit County 
Children’s Museum among other 
venues.

Ironically, the preschool will 
close despite a $275 million 
increase in Head Start’s budget. 
New federal legislation authoriz-
es $12.27 billion for Head Start, 
a $275 million increase. 

Sen. Patty Murray, who chairs 
the Senate Appropriations 
Committee, is a former pre-

school teacher. She won election 
to the Senate in 1993. She has 
long championed measures that 
support pre-K options for work-
ing parents across the country 
through Head Start.

The Little Braves preschool, 
however, won’t meet beyond the 
present school year.

As for next year, Fakkema 
floated the idea for the district 
to offer a transitional program 
to serve as a bridge between 
preschool and kindergarten. That 
format would provide students 
with time to develop fundamen-
tal skills for school success in a 
setting appropriate to their age 
and development.

Another option for Head 

Start-qualified families is to 
enroll their children in the 
preschool program at Washing-
ton Elementary School in West 
Mount Vernon.

“Washington School got to 
keep its preschool because it’s a 
much bigger program,” Fakkema 
said. “We can help families who 
are currently registered to find a 
new (preschool) placement.”

The non-profit La Conner 
Co-Op Preschool, where parents 
work alongside teachers to 
provide students early childhood 
learning opportunities, poses 
another possibility.

“Their numbers are way up,” 
said board member Kim Pedroza. 
“They’re busting at the seams.”
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KERN

FUNERAL
HOME

RECEPTION ROOM
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY

MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com
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Parking available in the front and back of the store

We carry gluten free, dairy free, vegan and vegetarian options 
2403 Commercial Avenue, Anacortes

Your source for local, organic foods, healthy sandwiches and fresh produce
www.christiansonsnursery.com

15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Camellia Sale
20% Of f

Spring and
winter flowering

varieties -
many blooming

now!                           

Hours:

Sunday 5pm
9-6 Daily

Nursery
Award-winning

through March 31st

www.ChristiansonsNursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Bare Root
Sale

20% Off
through March 14th    

Spring Hours
Daily
9 to 6

s Choice”
Award-Winner

www.ChristiansonsNursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Our best selection of the year! Includes fruit,
flowering and shade trees, shrubs and berries.

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Ad proof for 2/29/12 issue.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821 • 9-6 daily

Bare Root 
is Best 

Bare root trees are less expensive, 
easier to handle than potted trees, 
and are likely to out perform them. 

Season ends April 1st. 

Includes fruit, flowering and shade trees, 
shrubs and berries. 

Featuring this week: 

ITALIAN PRUNE 
(while supply lasts) 

www.christiansonsnursery.com 
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821 

Bare Root Sale
    20% Off through

March 11th

The best selection of the year! Includes fruit,
flowering and shade trees, shrubs and berries.

PRUNING OLD FRUIT TREES
Sunday, March 4 - 1 pm

$5 with Reservations

Bare root trees are less expensive,
easier to handle than potted trees,
and are likely to out-peform them

BASIC FRUIT TREE PRUNING
Saturday, March 3

11 am to 12:30 pm. $5 w/reservations

Last Chance!
Bare Root 

Open
Daily
9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Loving this sunshine!
Did you want to run the Roses ad for next week’s paper?
Feb. 26th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821 • 9-5 Daily

Rose Special
20% OFF

Choose from over 5,000 Rose Bushes
of 500 different varieties.

Our biggest Rose Sale of the year!
Antique, English, climbing and

drought-tolerant rugosa roses.
Sale ends March 1st

“People’s 
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the July 3rd issue?
HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY!

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Our Annual
40% Off Sale

All 2”, 4”, pack annuals
are 40% off.

Included are Geraniums, Petunias,
Impatiens, Marigolds, Begonias,

Heliotrope, Tomatoes,
Vegetable starts and Fuchsia baskets.

All our annuals are grown in our
greenhouses, all are 40% off.

through July 1st - 7th

“People’s
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want this one for the April 5th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Magnolias
20% Off

Come view our wonderful
selection of precocious
blooming magnolias.

Includes varieties
of white, pink, purple

and even yellow flowering forms.

through April 16th 

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Nice sized plants start at $29.95.

OPEN:
Daily
9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Here is the revised ad proof.
Hope you faired in the wind yesterday.
We had a 60’+ cedar tree fall and it just missed the deck and house!
Now the fun part of getting rid of it.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Camellia Sale
           20% Off

spring and winter
flowering varieties —
many blooming now!

March 18
through 31

SATURDAY, MARCH 19
“Japanese Garden

Design Techniques”
11 AM - Noon

“Spring Garden Walk”
1 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 26
“Starting Planting & Staking

Dahlias Made Easy!”
11 AM - Noon

“Hugelkultur Demonstration” - 1 PM

OPEN
DAILY

9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

2x4 col. in. ad proof for May 14th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Shady Days

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Shade-loving
Tuberous Begonias,

fancy Double Impatiens and
exotic New Guinea Impatiens

20% off
4” Pots

(regularly $4.98)
includes Begonia Hanging Baskets

through May 18th

Hours:
 9-6 Daily
Fri. ‘til 7

People’s 
Choice

Award-Winning
Nursery

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

 9-6 Daily

Fridays
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-382115806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Fridays

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940
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Shady Days

www.christiansonsnursery.com
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Shade-loving
Tuberous Begonias,

fancy Double Impatiens and
exotic New Guinea Impatiens

20% off
4” Pots
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includes Begonia Hanging Baskets

through May 18th
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Fridays“People's’ Choice"
s Choice”

Award-Winner

Season ends April 1st
Bare root trees are less expensive,
easier to handle than potted trees,

and adapt more quickly to your soil.

Camellias 20% OFF through March 31st

Bare root trees and shrubs are less expensive, easier
to handle than potted plants and adapt

more quickly to your soil.

Our best selection of the year!
Includes fruit, flowering and shade trees, shrubs and berries.

Member SIPC

Scott A Price
Financial Advisor
P O Box 795
La Conner, WA 98257
360-466-2933

Should your portfolio shift 
when the market does?

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894O-A AECSPAD

Barbara A. Hammer
1944-2024

Shelter Bay/La Conner 
resident Barbara Ann Hammer 
died peacefully at age 79 on 
Tuesday, March 12, at Rosario 
Assisted Living in Anacortes. 

Barbara was born to Billy 
Stanford and Anna Lorene 
Boehm on June 15, 1944, and 
grew up in Southern California. 
She was preceded in death by 
her sister and brother.

In 1978, Barbara married 
Karl C. Hammer, who passed 
away in August 2015. They 
moved to Washington 29 years 
ago from California, where 
Barbara worked in the airline 
industry as a customer service 
agent. 

Barbara is survived by Karl’s 
three children and their spous-
es: Chris and Tina Hammer, 
Carolyn and Raz Jessen, and 
Jeff and Kristin Hammer. She 
also leaves behind her beloved 
grandchildren, Shane, Saman-
tha, Slater, Brooke, Hanna, 
Hailey, Aidan, Devin, Sierra 
and Kingston, and her niece, 
Natalie Boehm Wight. 

Barbara was a strong, intel-
ligent and passionate woman 
who was willing to teach the 
things she knew to anyone who 
wanted to learn. She loved 
music (especially opera), ballet, 
art and fashion. She served on 
the teen board of Seventeen 
Magazine and was a model and 
a modelling teacher. 

She was a voracious reader of 
books, newspapers, magazines, 
catalogues and everything that 
kept her well informed about 
the world and where she lived. 
Good food, especially fresh 
fruit and vegetables she found 
in abundance in Skagit Val-
ley, sustained her along with 
milkshakes from Schuh Farms 
in Mount Vernon. And choco-
late. Barb gave up a dishwasher 
to have a dedicated chocolate 
drawer instead in her Shelter 
Bay kitchen. 

Barb loved to cook and nur-
tured that love and interest for 
her grandson Devin, who now 
cooks professionally. She took 
great delight in her knowledge 
of all things Skagit and La Con-
ner and loved to share informa-
tion with any interested visitors 
she encountered. 

Barb joined Soroptimist of 
La Conner in 2011 and was 
very active in helping to make 
lives better for women and kids 
and the community at large. As 
the chairperson of the Vintage 
Thrift Store, she raised the bar 
on how the store should be 
merchandised and presented 
to shoppers, making it an even 
more valuable going concern 
for the community and tourists 
alike. 

The week of her passing was 
the 20-year anniversary of her 
surviving pancreatic cancer, a 
testament to the strong lady she 
was, who could endure any-
thing you put in her way. 

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests donations be made 
in Barbara’s name to: Virgin-
ia Mason Pancreaticobiliary 
Cancer Fund, Attention: Dr. 
Vincent Picozzi, 1100 Ninth 
Ave., Seattle, WA 98111.

OBITUARY

By Bill Reynolds

Swinomish Tribal Senate chair 
Steve Edwards, a La Conner High 
School graduate, enjoyed a warm 
homecoming when he met with 
school board members March 25.

Edwards, known for his con-
ciliatory leadership style, focused 
his remarks on building bridges 
between the La Conner School 
District and Swinomish.

“It’s great that we can come 
to the table and have an open 
discussion,” said Edwards. “We 
all grew up together. We all know 
one another. We’re a community 
here.”

Edwards was the second local 
elected leader to address the 
board in recent weeks, following 
the visit of new La Conner Mayor 
Marna Hanneman.

Edwards said he was thankful 
for the opportunity to formally 
meet with board members and 
expressed his appreciation for 
district officials having attended a 
prior tribal senate session.

“We can have a plan to improve 

the relationship going forward 
for both sides of the channel,” 
Edwards said. “I think there is 
still work to do.”

There has been progress on 
several levels, including imple-
mentation of the campus Between 
Two Worlds program, celebra-
tions of Native American cultural 
and historical events, classroom 
instruction of the traditional Lush-
ootseed language, and creation of 
a school district community and 
cultural liaison position.

“I see progress,” said Ed-
wards. “We’re going to grow this 
community. There shouldn’t be 
division. I want a future for this 
community.”

Board members embraced 
Edwards’ comments.

“I’m very passionate about 
what you’re saying,” said board 
member Kim Pedroza. “We have 
to make a real commitment to 
get people to come out of their 
houses, get away from the TV, 
and see each other in-person. 
We have an opportunity to make 
things happen. I think we have an 

opportunity here.”
Board member John Agen told 

Edwards he is always welcome 
at board meetings. Following 
Edwards’ presentation, he and 
Agen engaged in a lengthy side 
conversation.

“You have our commitment 
that we will continue to make the 
strides necessary so that all kids 
are successful,” board member 
Susie Deyo assured Edwards.

Board member J.J. Wilbur, who 
serves with Edwards on the tribal 
senate, reinforced the chairman’s 
message.

“Our responsibility is to help 
raise the bar,” said Wilbur. “I 
would like to see even more 
coordination between the school 
and the tribe.”

The agenda included recogni-
tion of the high school boys’ and 
girls’ basketball teams, each of 
which advanced to the state play-
offs; fourth grade student Halley 
Oh, recent recipient of a state-
wide award for her artwork; and 
La Conner Rotary and residents 
Mike Collins and Ben Barrett 

for their respective donations to 
school programs.

School officials praised Oh for 
her submission to the Washing-
ton State PTA Reflections Art 
Contest.

“When I first saw it I knew 
it was a winner,” La Conner 
Elementary Principal Heather 
Fakkema said.

Oh’s colorful illustration of 
letters sprinkled upon houses by 
a large helping hand, expresses 
the power of education to provide 
hope in the lives of students.

Town Council members 
MaryLee Chamberlain and Mary 
Wohleb updated the board about 
the Skagit Valley Clean Energy 
Cooperative (SVCEC) and efforts 
to secure grants to solarize La 
Conner Schools.

Wohleb said the grant process 
is competitive, but favors propos-
als promoting equity and social 
justice, two high priority items for 
the district.

The board has agreed to submit 
a letter of support for the SVCEC 
grant application.

Swinomish leader sees solid future with district

Little Braves preschool closure was Head Start’s decision
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Eat your 
this Spring!

Open Daily to Everyone    •    skagitfoodcoop.com    •    360.336.9777 www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP

April 1, 2024 | 11am-8pm
Win your share of

$3,000
in Promo Play!

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT 
SWINOMI.SH/APRILFUELS2024

GAMING  |  DINING  |  EVENTS  |  GOLF  |  LODGE

1.888.288.8883  |  SWINOMISHCASINOANDLODGE.COM
Must be 18 to gamble. Management reserves all rights.

By Bill Reynolds

The COVID-19 pandemic lim-
ited fundraising opportunities for 
La Conner High School’s Class 
of 2024.

Santo Coyote Mexican Kitchen 
is helping the class make up for 
lost time.

Santo Coyote donated 20% of 
its proceeds March 22 to the La 
Conner High School senior class, 
which looks forward to taking its 
end-of-year trip to Disneyland 
later this spring. 

Restaurant manager Cristal 
Perkins said that Santo Coy-
ote’s benefit raised about $800, 
including what was collected in 
a donation jar, toward travel and 
lodging costs to be incurred by 
the class during its stay in South-
ern California.

“It was so busy,” Perkins said. 
“The support was overwhelming. 
We had calls (for food orders) all 
day from teachers and community 
members who wanted to help the 
senior class.” 

There is precedent for Santo 
Coyote doing its part.

“This was our fourth year of 
doing a fundraiser for the senior 
trip,” Perkins said. “It’s always a 
good time for us. The kids are so 
sweet.”

Perkins said she’s never sur-
prised by the level of La Conner 
area support for worthy causes.

“One of the things we love 
about La Conner, and we’ve had 
restaurants in other places, is this 
is such an endearing community,” 
Perkins said. “We just love that.”

The Class of ’24, which earlier 
this month held a car wash at 
the Swinomish Casino & Lodge, 
will continue fundraising in the 
weeks ahead. The seniors are 
slated in April to benefit from 
tickets sold for a boat ride out of 
Anacortes.

Those wishing to donate direct-
ly to the class may contact There-
sa James (tjames@lc.k12.wa.us) 
or Dan Hansen (dhansen@lc.k12.
wa.us) or call 360-466-3173. 

Restaurant 
cooks up 
benefit for 
senior trip

By Bill Reynolds

La Conner High School 
thinclads seem to be on the right 
track two weeks into the 2024 
campaign.

The school’s boys’ and girls’ 
track teams enjoyed a second 
straight strong outing March 20 
at Coupeville with several among 
coach Peter Voorhees’ charges 
making their season debuts.

“It was another good week for 
us,” Voorhees said.

The Lady Braves placed a 
close second and the boys were 
third on their respective team 
leaderboards.

The La Conner girls, behind 
dual-event winner Morgan Hui-
zenga and superb finishes in the 
relay events, trailed meet winner 
Coupeville just 139-135 at day’s 
end. Mount Vernon Chistian, 
with 134 points, was third in the 
six-school contest.

On the boys’ side, Coupeville 

(150.6) and MVC (118.5) out-
paced La Conner (111.2) despite 
Tommy Murdock’s four solo 
gold medal efforts and triumphs 
by Alex Martin (discus) and 
Lane Tenborg (triple jump). 

Tenborg and Huizenga were 
named the La Conner track and 
field program’s athletes of the 
week at Coupeville, Voorhees 
said afterward.

The invitational meet at Mick-
ey Clark Stadium was Tenborg’s 
first outing of the season.

Eighth-graders Kiana Jenkins, 
Kim Williams and Finley Han-
cock likewise saw their initial 
action of the spring.

Jenkins captured the girls’ 
200-meter dash in 28.72 and was 
second in the high jump at 4-6. 
Williams mined bronze in the 
triple jump, stretching the tape to 
27-0. Hancock placed fourth in 
the 1,600, an event for which the 
Lady Braves previously had no 
entrants, with a time of 6:54.01.

Huizenga, meanwhile, won 
both the javelin (98-3) and high 
jump (4-8) and ran a leg of La 
Conner’s victorious 4x100 sprint 
relay. She, Maeve McCormick, 
Nora McCormick and Lydia 
Grossglass were clocked at 
53.47.

Huizenga wasn’t done, joining 
Jenkins, Nora McCormick and 
Reese Bird for a second-place 
finish (1:56.14) in the 4x200 
relay.

The Lady Braves also struck 
gold in the mile relay as Gross-
glass, Jenkins, Bird and Maeve 
McCormick ran the 4x400 in 
4:29.97.

Grossglass was an individual 
winner as well, claiming the 
300-meter hurdles in 51.98. 
Grossglass added a second-place 
finish in the 100-meter sprint 
(18.27), just ahead of Nora 
McCormick, who clinched third 
in 18.44.

The McCormick sisters con-

tinued showcasing the versatil-
ity they showed in the season 
opening meet at Whittaker Field 
earlier this month.

Maeve McCormick won the 
100 meters in 13.61 while Nora 
McCormick was the silver med-
alist in the long jump (15-2.75), 
with Maeve McCormick (14-
4.5), finishing third.

Bird and Addison Wigal placed 
fourth and fifth, respectively, 
in the javelin behind Huizenga. 
Bird threw an 80-4 while Wigal 
went 73-8.

Murdock, the defending state 
boys’ 2B hurdles champion, 
swept his specialty events at 
Coupeville and added first-place 
finishes in the 100- and 200-me-
ter dashes. He won the 100 
(11.42), 200 (24.67), 110 hurdles 
(15.76) and 300 hurdles (41.76).

“Tommy, obviously, had an-
other great meet,” Voorhees said. 

Track makes strides at Coupeville meet

By Bill Reynolds

Being better armed proved the 
difference for La Conner as the 
Braves edged Darrington 3-2 in 
a classic pitcher’s duel at home 
March 22.

La Conner hurlers Nathan 
Bailey and Kenai Zimmerman 
combined to one-hit the Loggers 
and fan 14 batters while yielding 
just a pair of unearned runs in the 
NW2B/1B debut for both clubs.

Bailey, who threw 83 pitches, 
struck out 10 and gave up just 
one safety – a ground-ball single 
in the fourth inning that car-
omed off the third base bag and 
advanced a Darrington runner 
who later scored with a theft of 
the plate.

Zimmerman came on in the 
sixth inning with La Conner trail-
ing 2-0 and retired the Loggers in 
order over three innings.

La Conner rallied in the bot-
tom of the seventh to force extra 

innings.
With one out, Zimmerman 

got on after a Darrington error 
and advanced to third on Brogan 
Masonholder’s sharp single to 
right. David Holt followed with a 
clutch single that scored Mason-
holder and tied the game.

“David Holt had the biggest 
hit of his life,” an elated Braves 
coach Jeremiah LeSourd said.

Zimmerman in the top of the 
eighth induced a fly-out, struck 
out a batter and hit a batter whom 
he then picked off at first.

In the home half of the eighth, 

Zimmerman led off with a walk, 
then stole second and third. He 
scored the winning run on a wild 
pitch thrown by Darrington’s 
fourth pitcher on the day.

La Conner’s bleachers, which 

Braves rally, 
nip Loggers in 
extra innings

La Conner girls’ softball pitcher Della Souryavong delivers a strike against Darrington in NW2B/1B softball 
action at home Friday afternoon. The hot-hitting Lady Loggers won the game 22-2.� —Photo by Bill Reynolds

(continued on page 6)

(continued on page 6)
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Arts and Entertainment

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery 

Raven’s cup welcomes La Conner Tea!  Starting this week, we have luxury tea 
blends created by La Conner Tea!  Loose leaf available!

   We have other iconic local products, too, like Reclamation and Mandles candles, and lots of local art!

We searched for the best drinks, pastries and chocolates and found them right here!
Scones from La Conner’s The Scone Lady – get a scone even when the bakery is closed!

Chocolate bars, truffles, cocoa powders, and hot and iced cocoa from Forte of Mt. Vernon!
And, of course, coffee drinks, fresh-made with love here at Raven’s Cup!

106 S 1st St., La Conner
Open at 7 am daily

So many coffee mugs!

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer 
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY • BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
HAND-DIPPED FISH & CHIPS ON THURSDAYS
FRIDAY - SUNDAY: We have delicious burgers

featuring Mesman’s organic beef
19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon

Hours: Thurs.-Sun: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9
Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill

Bark • Topsoil • Compost • Mulch • Sawdust • Shavings • 
Cedar Chips • Hogged Fuel • Sand • Gravel • Rock • Recycle Services 

Delivery Large & Small

360-293-7188
12469 RESERVATION ROAD, ANACORTES

WWW.SUNLANDTOPSOIL.COM

Celebrating Our 50th Year in 2024

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm, Sat, 8am-4pm

FREE DELIVERY • ON FULL LOADS • TO MOST AREAS 
STAY HEALTHY! SAVE MONEY! GROW YOUR OWN VEGGIES! 

LIC# SUNLABTO88PL

By Kathy Wolfe
Skagit County WSU Extension 
Master Gardener

Most gardeners know from 
experience the benefits they feel 
from working in their gardens. 
These moments are what keep us 
going back season to season, year 
after year. 

As author Sue Stuart-Smith 
writes in “The Well-Gardened 
Mind: The Restorative Power 
of Nature,” “Gardening is more 
accessible than other creative 
endeavors, such as painting and 
music, because you are halfway 
there before you start; the seed 
has all its potential within it – the 
gardener simply helps unlock it.”

Gardening rewards us by 
igniting our senses. The scents of 
flowers and herbs wafting through 
the air, the calls of birds and bees 
going about their daily business, 
the taste of the season’s first cher-
ry tomato straight off the vine, 
the dazzling rainbow of colorful 
flowers or the feel of earthiness 
in the soil as we dig up the dirt all 
contribute to our feeling of calm 
and connectiveness. 

Scientific studies have found 
benefits that can help improve 
physical and mental health. This 
has led to forming groups that 
work with physically and men-
tally disabled individuals using 
techniques practiced in gardening 
to improve their lives. Many 
undergoing physical rehabilita-
tion have improved mobility and 

coordination. Those struggling 
with their abilities to focus such 
as ADHD patients can learn over 
time to concentrate on the task at 
hand. Studies have found people 
experiencing mood disorders or 
post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD) can alter EEG recordings, 
and reduce stress, fear, anger and 
sadness as well as blood pressure 
by working with plants. 

Let’s look at some of the find-
ings of gardening’s benefits for 
all of us:

Focusing on immediate tasks 
and details can calm the mind 
away from negative thoughts and 
feelings, giving us a more peace-
ful and content frame of mind. 

Seeing plants grow and thrive 
under our guidance leads to 
feelings of accomplishment for 
our efforts.

Paying full attention to a 
single activity can be difficult at 
times in this age of technological 
bombardment. Gardening helps 
us concentrate on what is right 
in front of us without getting 
distracted. This concentration 
can transfer to other situations 
over time and studies show that 
outdoor activities are a benefit to 
everyone. 

Through digging, weeding, 
raking and hauling, our bodies 

move several different muscle 
groups which help improve heart 
rate, muscle strength, immunity 
and overall mental wellbeing. 
Reducing anxiety and depression 
can be a result. 

Not everything in the garden 
goes as planned. Learning from 
our mistakes and pushing forward 
to rectify problems or begin the 
project anew helps forge stronger 
resolve to get good results.  

Even as our gardens slowly 
move into dormancy over the 
winter, we are still engaged with 
looking backward at the suc-
cesses and challenges of the past 
year and at the same time are 

invigorated by planning changes, 
improvements and additions we 
want to implement in the year 
ahead. 

Skagit County Master Garden-
ers provide scientific and practical 
information as well as reference 
materials through our affiliation 
with Washington State University. 
For more information, please visit 
our blog at https://www.skagitmg.
org/blog/.

Washington State University 
Extension helps people develop 
leadership skills and use re-
search-based knowledge to im-
prove economic status and quality 
of life. Cooperating agencies: 
Washington State University, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture and 
Skagit County. Extension pro-
grams and policies are available 
to all without discrimination.

Consider the many health benefits of gardening

SPRING TOURS

Discover the innovation, creativity and excitement 
of glass artistry! Visit pilchuck.org/springtours to 
purchase tickets & learn more.

MAY 1-4, 2024

619 S 1st Street La Conner, WA 98257 

10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
360-466-4808

Come and Celebrate Easter Sunday 
March 31 at 11AM

(bring flowers from your garden to add to the “Living Cross”)

La Conner United Methodist Church
601 So 2nd St., La Conner WA 98257

www.https.//laconnerumc.org
360-466-3277

By Jean Markert
Director, La Conner Swinomish 
Library

It seems that spring has finally 
arrived, and we have lots hap-
pening at the library to get you 
ready for warmer weather.

Library Giving Day is here! 
You are invited to support the La 
Conner Swinomish Library as a 
vibrant, welcoming place for all! 
Your gift, now through April 4 as 
part of National Library Giving 
Day, will directly benefit your 
library as we look toward our 
youth summer reading program, 
ongoing use of our meeting 
space, author readings, musical 
events and more. Our goal this 
year is $15,000, with the first 
$5,000 matched thanks to a very 
generous donor. Your gift, in any 
amount, matters! Please donate 
at www.laconnerlibraryfounda-
tion.org or at La Conner Library 
Foundation, P.O. Box 1025, La 
Conner, WA 98257.

Monday Tech Nights are back! 
Starting Monday, April 1, from 3 
to 5 p.m., sign up for an indi-
vidual 30-minute session to help 
you solve issues with your de-
vices. Stop by or call the library 
to reserve your free spot. Thanks 
to volunteer Bernadette Bishop 
for helping us get this valuable 
service started again!

Thanks to our amazing com-
munity and the Quilt and Fiber 
Museum, we have new art on 
our walls featuring shops along 
First Street. Be sure to stop by 
and check it out. This season our 
art pieces feature local artist Joel 
Brock.

Winter Reads has come to an 
end. This year’s theme was Read 
Around the World in 80 Days. 
Readers traveled the world, even 
reaching outer space and under 
the sea! Our grand prize winner 
is Nicole Garcia-Swanson. She 
received a gift bag with treats 
from each continent. Thank you 
to all who participated, and don’t 
forget, summer reading is just 
around the corner.

We have plenty of great pro-
grams coming up in April:

If you love to cook and want 
to learn how to make good use 
of your food scraps, visit us from 
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 
2, to see WSU Extension Edu-
cator Diane Smith demonstrate 
how to create a delicious soup 
with those pesky, leftover ends 
and stems.

If you liked that lesson, come 
back from 3 to 4 p.m. Wednes-
day, April 3, to get practical 
gardening advice and learn how 
to start seeds for your garden 
from Master Gardener Cathy 
Markham. Grow the plants that 
will create the ends and stems for 
your delicious soup and more.

Our always popular interactive 
ukulele group returns from 12:30 
to 2:30 p.m. Monday, April 8, 
for another fun-filled, interactive 
concert. Come sing, play or clap 
along or just come listen to this 
great group.

Kids, stop by the library on 
Monday, April 22, to celebrate 
Earth Day and make a fun craft.

At 2 p.m. Friday, April 26, 
author Vi Hilbert will join us 
to discuss her book “Where the 
Language Lives: Vi Hilbert and 
the Gift of Lushootseed.”

Finally, join us for story time 
at 11 a.m. every Friday.

Library  
Happenings

Your Independent Hometown Award-winning Newspaper

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS 
Subscribe to the Weekly News
Advertise in the Weekly News 
Stay informed with the Weekly News
→ Read about La Conner and the expanding 
    local food economy
→ Promote your business to engaged readers

Get the paper that delivers
Call or go online
360-466-3315    info@laconnernews.com
www.laconnerweeklynews.com





Charley Jackson takes a swing in the pitchers’ duel be-
tween La Conner and Darrington on March 22. The Braves 
battled back from a 2-0 deficit to win 3-2 in extra innings.

 —Photo by Madoc Hiller
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2024 Legislature wrap-up

Republican lawmakers 
push financial restraint
By Sen. Ron Muzzall

The final gavel has fallen in Olympia and the Legis-
lature is adjourned. I thought I might wax philosophical 
about this year’s events as I’ve done in previous columns, 
but let’s start with a high-level accounting of what your 
state government is doing for you. 

Given it’s an even-numbered year, our main task was 
to develop a supplemental budget, making tweaks to the 
two-year spending plan we adopted last year. Incredibly, 
our state continues to see ever-increasing tax collections 
and that’s both good and bad news. 

The good news is that my Senate Republican col-
leagues and I pushed for a more restrained approach 
and in many ways that was reflected in this budget that 
includes no new taxes. That’s a big win considering we 
were staring down proposals to triple the growth rate in 
property taxes, costing nearly $6 billion. The bad news is 
that our budget is paid for with the people’s money and, 
despite rising costs, working families aren’t seeing any 
tax relief. The state budget is now just over $71 billion, 
pushing up spending levels more than 100% since 2015. 

We also approved the state’s construction budget to 
fund important community infrastructure projects such as 
parks, schools, community centers and needed envi-
ronmental works. I voted in favor of this proposal and 
worked to secure just over $10 million in this supple-
mental appropriation for projects around the district. I’m 
proud to have worked to secure $77,000 for the Camano 
Lutheran Childcare Center upgrade of fire suppression 
systems to meet new licensing requirements. Local media 
reported that Camano Island is already a child-care desert 
as local officials halted an innovative outdoor program. 
The Stanwood Police Station is also set to receive 
$100,000 in this budget. 

Spending reflects priorities and so does the legislation 
that I sponsor. I’ve taken the approach over my short time 
serving as your state senator to dig deep into issues, listen 
to those affected, and work hard on what unites us and 
makes good sense. 

Last year, I wrote in these pages about the challenges 
of the abortion debate and pointed out how if we want 
to support women and children, we’ve got to make the 
investments. I sponsored a slate of bills and one of the 
most impactful will soon be signed into law. Not only 
will Senate Bill 5580 make important policy changes, 
but I also worked to secure over $5 million in additional 
funding to implement it. This law would expand access 
to critical maternal care aimed at improving outcomes for 
those struggling with behavioral- and substance-abuse 
problems. Overall, I worked to invest over $20 million in 
a variety of maternal- and infant-support programs over 
the next four years. 

Health care continues to be a policy area where I’ve 
focused a great deal of my efforts in the Legislature. I’ve 
seen firsthand the problems, complexities and possible 
solutions. Our system is overburdened and that is why 
I’ve worked across the aisle to boost our workforce, 
supporting several interstate compact bills that streamline 
credentialing for qualified practitioners living in other 
states to move here and begin working faster and deliver 
needed medical care. Reducing red tape in our health-
care system is a win for patients, providers and taxpayers. 

Against substantial opposition, the legislative majority 
pushed through what I called “corporate welfare” in a 2 
a.m. vote. House Bill 1589 gives Puget Sound Energy 
(PSE) special permission to submit plans to the state 
Utilities and Transportation Commission (UTC) with-
out legislative or customer approval. PSE, the largest 
monopoly utility in the state, supplies electric and natural 
gas service in much of Western Washington and under 
this law can get approval to stop providing natural gas 
without the Legislature or the people standing in the way. 
The costs to eventually convert from gas to electricity 
are estimated to be more than $30,000 per household 
according to our state’s building industry. At a time when 
customers are already cost-burdened and housing costs 
continue to rise, working Washingtonians simply can’t 
afford this experiment. 

My commitment to you is to be open, accessible and 
candid about the problems we face. Through dialogue, 
understanding and a sense of shared responsibility we can 
tackle these issues head-on. As I’ve said before, it can 
be uncomfortable and challenging. Still, at the end of the 
day, our collective efforts will be rewarded with a vibrant 
economy, thriving environment and affordable, sustain-
able Washington for future generations.

Ron Muzzall is a Republican state senator representing 
the 10th Legislative District.

Update on a successful 
legislative session
By Rep. Dave Paul

We have wrapped up the 2024 legislative session, 
and I’m pleased to report that state lawmakers worked 
together to pass legislation and fund projects to benefit 
Washingtonians.

I’m especially proud that my bill to lower the cost of 
health care by capping the price of asthma inhalers and 
epi-pens passed both the House and the Senate unani-
mously. This is great news for families who use these 
life-saving medications for asthma and allergies.

In addition, the Legislature passed two very important 
bipartisan bills in the final days of session: the new state 
construction budget and the new transportation budget. 
These budgets will benefit the people of Washington for 
generations – and they will also put people to work for 
years, with good wages. 

Local capital budget projects
Working together, Democrats and Republicans funded 

construction investments in every corner of Washington 
state. 

I worked with my seatmates to advocate for local proj-
ects, big and small. Every one of those projects matters to 
folks in the 10th District. 

Many of you have spoken to me about the need to 
prioritize behavioral health outcomes, including improv-
ing mental health services and substance use disorder 
treatment. I’m very pleased to report that the capital 
budget includes three important local projects that help 
address this.
•	 $1.9 million for the Holman Recovery Center in Ar-

lington  
•	 $250,000 for the Skagit County Crisis Stabilization 

Center 
•	 $93,000 for the Ituha Stabilization Facility in Oak 

Harbor 
In addition, the budget includes projects to support 

housing affordability, quality of life and protecting the 
environment. Some of the projects include:  
•	 $1.6 million for the Generations Place workforce hous-

ing project in Langley 
•	 $36,000 for the Coupeville Boys and Girls Club Path-

way 
•	 $600,000 for the Langley Library Historic Preservation 
•	 $132,000 for the South Camano Grange #930 
•	 $100,000 for the Stanwood Police Station 
•	 $3 million for the Lagoon Point Community Forest 
•	 $2 million for estuary and salmon restoration in the 

Lower Maxwelton Valley, Port Susan Bay, and other 
locations in the 10th. 

Transportation projects 
Throughout the session, political reporters and pundits 

said the House and Senate were simply too far apart on 
the transportation budget. They predicted we couldn’t get 
it done at all, much less finish on time during the 60-day 
session. 

But we reached agreement, and we made progress on 
keeping projects on track and improving ferry service.  

I fought for smarter ferry funding, including increased 
funding for preservation and maintenance to keep our 
current ferries running. 

The budget also includes $10 million for the new elec-
tric Guemes Ferry operated by Skagit County. 

Looking ahead 
Politics is the art of the possible. It’s not a zero-sum 

game, where somebody has to lose for your side to win. 
We do our best work for the people of this state when we 
work together in common purpose, finding ways to create 
jobs and build a better Washington – together. 

Now that the session is complete, I’m looking forward 
to listening to neighbors and community members to 
identify the most important priorities for the 2025 Leg-
islative Session. I hope to see you soon at a community 
forum or event, and please keep in touch.

As always, it’s an honor to serve as your state represen-
tative.

 
Rep. Dave Paul and his family live in Oak Harbor, and 

he serves as the Deputy Floor Leader and Vice Chair of 
the House Transportation Committee.

Lowering cost of living, 
fighting for benefits
By Rep. Clyde Shavers

March 7 marked the last day of the 2024 legislative 
session – and I want to thank you for giving me the op-
portunity to serve. For two years as your state represen-
tative, I worked as hard as possible each and every day to 
fight for you.

In a time of political hostility and divisiveness, I’ve 
tried my absolute hardest to move forward with kindness 
and caring. And after reflecting on our combined stories 
and struggles, I’m hopeful about our future. Our country 
is great because of you – your resilience to endure and 
grow together, your compassion towards helping people 
whom you may never meet, and your unwavering belief 
in our democracy.

My goal has been and will always be simple – to give 
my absolute everything to public service. Serving in the 
Legislature has been one of the most challenging en-
deavors, but also one of the most meaningful – and I’m 
honored to have gone on this adventure with you.

During the two legislative sessions, we have passed 
seven bills and brought in millions of dollars to our 
community.

As the cost of living continues to rise, our families are 
struggling to make ends meet. That’s why lowering costs 
– including groceries, gas and housing – and protecting 
your benefits have always been my top priority.

I’m proud to have worked with Rep. Sharon Wylie on 
House Bill 1355 to provide greater property tax relief 
to seniors, veterans and those with disabilities. This 
incorporated some of the policies I introduced in House 
Bill 1560. By increasing the income tax thresholds and 
accounting for inflation and cost of living, this bill helps 
prevent people from losing their homes.

On top of this, I cosponsored House Bill 2375, which 
allows a detached accessory dwelling unit (ADU) to qual-
ify for this property tax exemption. I’ll keep fighting to 
ensure that as many people struggling to make ends meet 
can use this property tax exemption.

Finally, I’m proud to have cosponsored House Bill 
1985, which increases the retirement benefits for teachers 
and public employees (TRS Plan 1 and PERS Plan 1). 
With increased cost of living and medical expenses, it 
is important for our retirees to receive the benefits they 
deserve. We need to take care of our seniors – and this is 
one way I’m taking action.

For our veterans, I fought for the continued funding of 
a veteran service officer (VSO) in Island County. VSOs 
are critical in helping veterans receive benefits includ-
ing housing, utility and food assistance. For the 2025 
legislative session, we will be reintroducing a bill that 
establishes a statewide VSO program, so that every veter-
an across every corner of our state has access to benefits 
they deserve. 

I also cosponsored House Bill 1862, which provides 
tax exemptions for on-base nonprofits serving disabled 
veterans and members of the armed forces, and House 
Bill 1943, which expands the eligibility to spouses and 
dependents for the Washington National Guard Postsec-
ondary Education Grant Program. I will always fight for 
every veteran because they have fought and sacrificed for 
all of us.

And this isn’t the end. We’re forging ahead with prior-
ities for the next legislative session. This means fighting 
for bills that haven’t crossed the finish – just yet.

I’ll keep fighting for better resources and tools for 
our law enforcement so they can rebuild the bonds of 
trust with their community and do their job right (House 
Bill 2390). Our farming community is feeding us and 
the world, and we need to support them more with tax 
incentives (House Bill 1936). Finally, our democracy is 
stronger with all of us participating, and House Bill 2023 
will require voting materials to be translated in more 
counties.

Thank you for the opportunity to continue my life-long 
dedication to public service. As a veteran having grad-
uated from the U.S. Naval Academy and served in the 
Middle East and Southeast Asia, I am honored to serve 
you here in the Washington State Legislature.

Clyde Shavers is a Democratic state representative 
serving the 10th Legislative District.

A View From The State House

District 10

Ron Muzzall
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A View From The State House

District 10

Dave Paul
State
Representative

Town Hall with Rep. Paul, Mayor Hanneman
Join Rep. David Paul and Mayor Marna Hanneman 

for a town hall event from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 27, at La Conner Swinomish Library, 520 Morris 
St., La Conner.

“He won multiple events, so we’re super proud of him.”
Same for Tenborg. In his inaugural meet, he won the 

triple jump (36-6), tied with eighth-grade teammate Yan-
del Rosales-Rojas for second in the long jump (18-5), and 
joined Marlin Bralens, Maxwell Page and Rosales-Rojas 
to secure third place in the mile relay at 3:58.33.

La Conner demonstrated depth on the oval as Simon 
Bouwens finished third in the 100 meter dash (11.57), and 
fourth in the 200 (26.09) and 300 hurdles (48.95). Bralens 
took fourth in the 110 hurdles (19.69).

Martin led La Conner in field events. He won the dis-
cus with a throw of 118-6 and took third in the shot put 
with a toss of 35-1. He was sixth in the javelin (109-1), 
just behind teammate Flint Huizenga (113-9).

The La Conner track teams will look to make addition-
al strides at 3:30 p.m. Thursday, March 28, at an invita-
tional meet hosted by Mount Vernon Christian.

were filled for the much-anticipated league contest, erupt-
ed with cheers when Zimmerman crossed the plate.

With the win, La Conner improved to 3-0-1 overall. 
The Braves tied the host 2A Sedro-Woolley junior varsity 
in a wild 12-12 affair March 20.

Bailey lined two singles and C.J. Edwards ripped a 
double to pace the La Conner attack against the Cubs, 
a non-conference pairing that allowed LeSourd and his 
coaching staff to employ their entire roster.

The Braves were slated to resume league action March 
26 opposite Mount Vernon Christian. The Hurricanes en-
tered the week with a 1-1 NW2B/1B mark, having taken 
a tough 5-4 loss at Coupeville on March 22.

The La Conner baseball and softball teams, the latter of 
which dropped a 22-2 verdict to Darrington last week, are 
scheduled to entertain NW2B/1B foe Orcas Island March 
29. Both games start at 4 p.m.

Track makes strides
. . . (from page 4)

Baseball
. . . (from page 4)
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Dates: First Case to Present

Epidemiologic Curve: Progression of the COVID-19 cases in Skagit County, 
February 21 - April 13, 2020 (Washington Department of Health)
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Four years of COVID-19 in La Conner

March, 25, 2020

Restaurants delivering on takeout

January, 1, 2022

Skagit County has 15,000 COVID cases

January, 11, 2023

Skagit COVID-19 cases continue to 
decline

November, 9, 2022

Dramatic drop in new Skagit 
COVID-19 cases

April, 29, 2020

With amped up signage, visitors 
see social distancing message

March 11, 2020

Locals make run on hand
sanitizer; toilet paper supplies low

May, 13, 2020

COVID-19 test site open at college
September, 2, 2020

COVID-19 County cases above 1,000

The best things in life truly are free.
And better yet when they’re also pain-

free.
That’s been the case at the COVID-19 

testing drive-thru site at Skagit Valley 
College, where Sgt. Jeff Willard of the 
Skagit County Sheriff’s Office La Conner 
detachment is part of the team assembled 
to quickly and efficiently guide the public 
through coronavirus self-exam stations.

Located in the large parking area east of 

SVC’s McIntyre Hall, the site has drawn 
between 50 and 200 vehicles daily since 
opening in late April. The site is designed 
to handle much larger traffic volumes 
than that, said Willard, who himself went 
through the testing process

“We get people here at 8 a.m. and we 
don’t open until 9,” said Willard, a traffic 
sergeant. “It’s not uncommon for us to 
have 12-15 cars when we open the gates.”

La Conner has gone digital to get the 
word out on social distancing.

The Town has placed a rented electron-
ic reader-board at the roundabout entrance 
to La Conner that implores weekend visi-
tors to ‘stay home, stay safe” and maintain 
six-foot distancing while here to help curb 
spread of COVID-19.

That’s not all.
The Town Public Works Department 

last week implemented two other mea-
sures which, like the digital reader-board, 
were advanced during recent talks with the 
Skagit County Sheriff’s Office designed to 
stem shoulder-to-shoulder congregating in 
La Conner.

The variety of restaurants and coffee 
shops had a variety of sales volume in the 
week since Gov. Jay Inslee ordered they 
cease serving sit-down customers. They 
are an essential business under Inslee’s 
Monday declaration telling everyone 
to stay home, except for a short list of 
approved activities, including picking 
up take-out meals, getting groceries and 
medicines, seeing doctors and getting 
exercise. Social distancing – keeping six 
feet distance – is always necessary.

Car and foot traffic  1 p.m. Sunday was 
moderate on South First Street. People 
were having lunches at picnic tables at 
the boardwalk pocket parks as were two 
couple at Gilkey Square, where the trash 
receptacle on First and Morris was filled 

Concerns of the Coronavirus have 
reached into La Conner. 

Tuesday Mayor Ramon Hayes sent this 
recommendation from the Skagit County 
Health Officer to Town Councilmembers 
and staff: “The community should post-
pone non-essential events and gatherings 
of ten or more people.”

While there are no known infections 
in Skagit County, there have been local 
cancellations and runs on hand sanitizer, 
rubbing alcohol and, yes, toilet paper. 

At the start of last week staff taped a 
“No masks, No Sanitizer” sign on the door 
of the La Conner Drug store.

Last Tuesday, Jan. 4, the Washington 
state Department of Health reported 
the 10,000th death in the state from 
COVID-19 since record keeping began in 
early 2020. In Skagit County, 156 people 
have died in that period. There were 14 
county resident deaths in December; 27 
died in November. No deaths have been 
reported in 2022 through Jan. 6.

Since Nov. 1, 184 Skagitonians have 

been hospitalized, 24 since Jan. 1, 63 in 
December and 97 in November.

Experts are emphasizing increased hos-
pitalizations and the stress put on health-
care systems over new case counts in the 
new year. “It is much more relevant to 
focus on the hospitalizations as opposed 
to the total number of cases,” Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, medical advisor to the president, 
said on ABC Jan. 3.

New cases of coronavirus infections in 
Skagit County have dropped dramatically, 
71% since July, when 1,078 people tested 
positive. The 315 positive tests in October 

are a 35.3% drop from the 487 new cases 
in September. In August 578 people had 
tested positive, itself a 55% reduction 
from July.

Skagit County entered 2023 with 
COVID-19 cases on the decline. The sev-
en day case rate per 100,000 residents fell 
to 50 for the week ending Dec. 31, 2022. 
The county case rate climbed some, to 
60.6 per 100,000 residents through Jan. 4, 
just above the statewide rate of 58 cases 
per 100,000 people, according to state 
Department of Health data.

December totaled 407 confirmed cases, 
with new cases decreasing weekly, from 
116 Dec. 1-7 to 70 Dec. 22-28, based on 
Washington state Department of Health 
data. New reported coronavirus cases in 
Skagit County declined 31% in December 
from November’s 591 total confirmed 
cases.

By Ken Stern

Monday was the four year anniversary of 
Gov. Jay Inslee’s March 23, 2020 emergency 
proclamation in response to the emerging 
coronavirus pandemic. He imposed a “Stay 
Home – Stay Healthy Order throughout 
Washington state by prohibiting all people in 
Washington state from leaving their homes or 
participating in social, spiritual and recre-
ational gatherings of any kind regardless of 
the number of participants, and all non-es-
sential businesses in Washington State from 
conducting business, within the limitations 
provided herein.”

Inslee’s order effectively shut down social 
society and much economic activity. It led ac-
tions governors throughout the country took 
and later policies of the federal government.

Inslee first declared a state of emergency in 
response to cases of COVID-19 Feb. 29.

That day the first death in the United States 
was announced by Public Health-Seattle & 
King County, the proclamation states.

In 2020, 262,516 Washingtonians were 
infected by COVID-19 and 4,461 died, the 
state Department of Health reports. In 2021, 
6,165 residents died; in 2022, 4,157 died; 
and in 2023 1,510 died, for 15,535 deaths 
2020-2023, as recorded by the U.S. National 
Center for Health Statistics.

Nationally, deaths were 385,676 in 2020, 
463,267 in 2021, 246,263 in 2022 and 75,807 
in 2023 for 1,171,013 deaths 2020-2023, 
as recorded by the U.S. National Center for 
Health Statistics.

Inslee lifted the state of emergency for 
COVID-19 Nov. 1, 2022. 

The Weekly News’ first stories were in the 
March 11, 2020, issue and dominated cover-
age the next 18 months. This page captures a 
sampling of stories and photos printed.

When COVID-19 shut the world down

November 8, 2023

Get free COVID-19 tests

Skagit County passed 1,000 confirmed 
cases of the novel coronavirus Aug. 28 
with 17 more positive test results over the 
weekend, for 1,020 cases reported Aug. 
31. There were 86 new cases in the 14 
day period ending Monday, as reported on 
Skagit County Public Health’s website, 
with 92 people hospitalized, 629 recov-
ered and 22 deaths.

There were single digit case counts 
the last nine days, Aug 23-31, ranging 
from no cases Aug. 23 to eight cases on 
Aug. 29. Higher positive test results were 
reported at the Skagit Valley College test 

site because out-of-county residents test-
ing positive are reported in their resident 
county statistics. 

The rate of increased new cases is slow-
ing. It took 20 days to go from 900 cases 
to 1,000, while it was 12 days each to go 
increase from 600 to 700 cases and rise to 
800 cases from 700.

The County recorded 77.4 cases per 
100,000 population the last two weeks, 
according to the state Health Department 
website, triple the 25 case metric the state 
has set to show progress. 

September, 1, 2021 

County reopens fairground testing site

Here we go again. Skagit Public 
Health reopened its test site at the county 
fairgrounds on Monday. The hours are 
5-8 p.m. Monday-Friday. Free antigen 
tests, with results in 15 minutes, and free 
vaccinations are offered. Julie de Losada, 
emergency preparedness and response 
manager for Skagit County Public Health, 
said the ratio was 20 to 1 of people getting 

tests to vaccinations. One line of cars 
inched along to the staff inside the F barn 
at the fairgrounds at 6 p.m..

The wait was probably over an hour to 
be seen for either a test or vaccination at 
630 p.m., a volunteer estimated, though it 
seemed a slower process than that. Over 
30 cars stretched back to the entrance 
ticket booth.

September’s start matched August’s end 
for increasing new coronavirus cases in 
Skagit County, with 394 new cases Aug. 
30-Sept. 3, a 10% increase from Aug. 23-
27. There were 10 new COVID-19 patient 
hospitalizations Sept. 1, alone and 16 for 
the week, matching the Aug. 23-27 new 
hospitalizations count. 

The county case rate is 505.9 per 100,000 
residents over the last 14 days with a hos-
pitalization rate of 16.9 COVID-19 patients 
per 100,000 residents over the seven day 
period through Sept. 2.

August saw 87 COVID-19 patient hos-
pitalizations, 3.3 times the 26 in July and 
4.6 as many as the 19 in June. Seven people 
died from COVID-19 in the county in Au-
gust after three deaths were reported in July.

The 1,353 new August cases are 25% 
greater than the 1,082 recorded in Decem-
ber, the second highest case count.

The Skagit Public Health Department 
started testing at the county fairgrounds Aug 
30. One hundred two people tested positive, 
a 12% rate, of the 841 antigen tests given. 

September, 8, 2021 

August county COVID cases top 1,350

Place an order to receive four free COVID-⁠19 rapid test: special.usps.com/testkits or 
800-232-0233. COVID-⁠19 tests are available to uninsured individuals and underserved 
communities. No-cost COVID-19 testing sites: aspr.hhs.gov/TestToTreat/Pages/default.
aspx.
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Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

LEGAL NOTICES

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

1-888-360-1582
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases 
of $1,000 or more with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases 
is 28.99%. Effective - 01/01/2023 - subject to change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 
month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those 
who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Offer valid at time of estimate only. See Representative for full warranty 
details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, 
IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT 
#226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN 
#7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.

APR FOR  
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF

Receive a free 5-year warranty with 
qualifying purchase*  - valued at $535.

Call 888-674-7053 to 
schedule your free quote!

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF 

WASHINGTON 
FOR SNOHOMISH 

COUNTY
In Re The Estate of:

CYNTHIA L. 
GREYDANUS,

Deceased.
No. 24-4-00500-31

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
(NTCRD)

The person named below has 
been appointed as Personal 
Representative of this Estate.  
Any person having a claim 
against the decedent must, be-
fore the time the claim would 
be barred by any otherwise 
applicable statute of limita-
tions, present the claim in the 
manner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the Personal Repre-
sentative or the Personal Rep-
resentative’s attorney at the 
address stated below a copy of 
the claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication: 

March 13, 2024.
Personal Representative
Print Name: Cheryl Gifford
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
Susan E. Skelton, WSBA 

47154
1812 Hewitt Ave #210
Everett, WA 98201
(360) 822-7224/susan@skel-

tonlawfirms.com
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, March 13, 20, 
and 27, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON 

FOR KING COUNTY 
Estate of 

LARRY WAYNE WAGAR,
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The individual named below 

has been appointed as person-
al representative of the above 
estate.  
Any person having a claim 

against the decedent must, 
prior to the time such claims 
would be barred by any oth-
erwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070, by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below, a copy of 
the claim and filing the origi-
nal of the claim with the court 
in which probate proceedings 
were commenced.  
The claim must be presented 

within the later of:  
(1) Thirty days after the per-

sonal representative served or 
mailed the notice to the cred-
itor as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or 
(2) Four months after the 

date of first publication of the 
notice.  
If the claim is not presented 

within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the probate assets 
and nonprobate assets of the 
decedent.
DATE OF FILING COPY OF 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
With Clerk of Court: 
s/_________________
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-

TION: March 20, 2024.
s/_________________
RONNA D. WAGAR, Per-

sonal Representative
s/_________________
MARISA E. BROGGEL, 

WSBA NO. 41767
Of Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
McCune, Godfrey, Emerick 

& Broggel, Inc. PS
4500 9th Ave. NE Suite 300
Seattle, WA 98105-4697
206-632-0575
Published in the La Conner 

Weekly News, March 20, 27, 
and April 3, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON

FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
Estate of

MARJORIE EBERLI 
(a/k/a MARJORIE ANN 

EBERLI),
Deceased.

NO.  24-4-00149-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
The above Court has appoint-

ed me as Personal Representa-
tive of the Decedent’s estate.  
Any person having a claim 
against the Decedent must 
present the claim: (a) Before 
the time when the claim would 
be barred by any applicable 
statute of limitations, and (b) 
In the manner provided in 
RCW 11.40.070: (i) By filing 
the original of the claim with 
the foregoing Court, and (ii) 
By serving on or mailing to me 
at the address below a copy of 
the claim.  The claim must be 
presented by the later of: (a) 
Thirty (30) days after I served 
or mailed this Notice as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c), or (b) Four (4) months af-
ter the date of first publication 
of this Notice.  If the claim 
is not presented within this 
time period, the claim will be 
forever barred except as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060.  This bar is effec-
tive for claims against both 
the Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication of 

this Notice: March 27, 2024.
/s/
_________________
Kris M. Anderson, Personal 

Representative
c/o Jayne Marsh Gilbert, 

WSBA #24656
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
314 Pine Street, Suite 211
Mount Vernon, WA  98273
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, March 27, 
April 3, April 10, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON

FOR KING COUNTY
Estate of,

SALLY HALL,
Deceased.

NO. 24-4-01486-9 KNT
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
The above Court has ap-

pointed ANGUS HARRIS as 

Personal Representative of 
Decedent’s estate.  Any per-
son having a claim against 
the Decedent must present 
the claim: (a) Before the time 
when the claim would be 
barred by any applicable stat-
ute of limitations, and (b) In 
the manner provided in RCW 
11.40.070: (i) By filing the 
original of the claim with the 
foregoing Court, and (ii) By 
serving on or mailing to my 
attorney at the address below 
a copy of the claim.  The claim 
must be presented by the later 
of: (a) Thirty (30) days after 
this Notice has been mailed 
or served as provided in RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c), or (b) Four 
(4) months after the date of 
first publication of this Notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time period, the 
claim will be forever barred 
except as provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  
This bar is effective for claims 
against both the Decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.

Date of First Publication of 
this Notice: March 27, 2024.

Prepared By:
/s/____________________
W. TRACY CODD WSBN 

16745
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 1238
Seahurst, WA. 98062-1238
(206) 248-6152
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, March 27, 
April 3 and April 10, 2024.

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY 
PUBLICATION 

STATE OF NORTH 
CAROLINA 

RANDOLPH COUNTY 
In the District Court
23CVD2664 Absolute 
Divorce Proceeding To 

Chrisopher Michael Bjorn:
Take notice that a pleading 

seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above-entitled 
Divorce proceeding. The na-
ture of the relief being sought 
is as follows:
Absolute Divorce.
You are required to make de-

fense to such pleading not later 
than April 29, 2024, and upon 
your failure to do so the par-
ty seeking service against you 
will apply to the court for the 
relief sought. 
This, the 27th day of March, 

2024
Daniel Karlsson, Atty. for the 

Plaintiff
122 N. Elm St., Suite 900, 

Greensboro, NC 27401
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, March 27, 
April 3, and April 10, 2024.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF PIERCE
In Re the Estate of 

DAVID ALAN GIDLOF, 
Deceased

NO  24-4-00707-8
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.110)
The Personal Representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative of this estate. Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim 
and filing the original of the 

claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim must 
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets. 
Decedent: DAVID ALAN 

GIDLOF
Date of Birth: MAY 31, 1946
Date of first publication: 

MARCH 27, 2024
Personal Representative: 

AUSTIN D. GIDLOF
Attorney for Personal Rep-

resentative: SHANNON 
KRAFT
Address for Service: 
THE KRAFT LAW GROUP, 

PS
8910 MAIN ST E STE A
BONNEY LAKE, WA 98391
(253) 863-3366
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, March 27, 
April 3, and April 10, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 

KING COUNTY
In the Matter of the Estate

of
TONY ALVIN SANDIDGE,

Deceased.
NO.  24-4-02087-7 SEA 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The Personal Representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative of this estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent that arose before 
the decedent’s death must, be-
fore the time the claim would 
be barred by any otherwise 
applicable statute of limita-
tions, present the claim in the 
manner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the Personal Repre-
sentative or the Personal Rep-
resentative’s attorney at the 
address stated below a copy of 
the claim and filing the origi-
nal of the claim with the court 
in which the probate proceed-
ings were commenced.  The 
claim must be presented with-
in the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the Personal Representa-
tive served or mailed the no-
tice to the creditor as provid-
ed under RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c); or (2) four months after 
the date of first publication 
of the notice.  If the claim is 
not presented within this time 
frame, the claim will be forev-
er barred, except as otherwise 
provided in RCW 11.40.051 
and 11.40.060.  This bar is 
effective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and nonprobate assets.
Date of filing copy of Notice 

to Creditors: March 22, 2024.
Date of first publication of 

Notice to Creditors: March 27, 
2024.
PR: AMANDA SANDIDGE
ATTY: SARA R. 

BERKENWALD
WSBA No. 42076
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice: 10655 NE 4th Street, 
Suite 312
Bellevue WA 98004
Court of Probate Proceedings/
Cause Number: 24-4-02087-

7 SEA
King County Superior Court, 

Seattle, Washington.
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, March 27, 
April 3 and April 10, 2024.

The definition of agri-
tourism is broad and the 
rules still aren’t clear. The 
six-month moratorium 
on new venues buys the 
commissioners time to de-
velop enforceable code and 
creates a path to a permit 
for existing venues. 

Most of all, it keeps 
people from outside the 
county from buying up ag-
ricultural land now, hoping 
to create venues if or when 
county rules allow. 

“Because we as a 
community have protect-
ed our farmland through 
strict laws, land is actually 
pretty cheap compared 
to elsewhere, because 
only farming is allowed,” 
Honea said. “If we allow 
things other than farming 
that produce things other 
than farming, the land will 
flow towards the money.” 

Eight speakers opposed 
the moratorium and en-
dorsed existing code and 
rules. 

“Existing codes protect 
agriculture in compliance 
with the GMA (state’s 
Growth Management 
Act) and we don’t support 
this,” said Ellen Bynum of 
Friends of Skagit County. 
“We urge the county to 
uphold the laws that were 
created under land-use 
planning.” 

Kara Rowe of the 
Western Washington Ag-
ricultural Association also 
felt the moratorium was 
unnecessary. “We fear that 
the work of [creating code 
for] agritourism will now 
take place behind closed 
doors.” 

To Mikayla Staples 
Hughes of Fir Island, the 
moratorium indicates “a 
covert movement.” She 
urged the commissioners 
to respect the recommen-
dations of the Ag Advisory 
Board. 

“The process of creating 
law by emergency is very 
troubling,” said Se-
dro-Woolley cattle farmer 
and Ag Advisory Board 
member Terry Sapp. 

The seven who spoke in 
favor of the moratorium 
and the additional time to 
clarify agritourism policy 
included Tim Knue of 
Skagitonians to Preserve 
Farmland, former planning 
commissioner Mark Knut-
zen, the owners of Maple-
hurst Farm in south Mount 
Vernon and the president 
of the Mount Vernon 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Some comments were 
not about the moratorium 
but about property rights, 
the Constitution and the 
lawsuit between the county 
and Tulip Valley Farm. 

Two commenters 
focused on the process 
existing venues must 
go through to receive a 
Voluntary Compliance 
Agreement. It is lengthy 
and complicated. 

Venues must submit 
detailed information about 

their operations, plus a 
site plan, to the county’s 
Planning and Develop-
ment Department. Staff 
review it, seek additional 
information, visit the site 
if necessary and identify 
any issues of code or law 
that require correction. 
Then the landowner and 
county enter a Voluntary 
Compliance Agreement 
that documents existing 
use rights and any con-
ditions imposed on those 
rights. The VCA is record-
ed against the property, 
providing landowners with 
documentation specifying 
the extent of the existing 
use right. 

Venues that do not 
complete this process in 
the subsequent 180 days 
“become an enforcement 
priority,” Honea said. 

“You are literally 
declaring your offenses,” 
said one venue owner who 
asked for more clarity 
around these requirements. 
“It’s a little awkward.” 

“In return for self-report-
ing, the county says they 
will come and regulate 
you some more,” said 
Mount Vernon attorney 
Garl Long. “You can turn 
yourself in, or lose your 
existing accessory use. It is 
an attempt by staff to grab 
tremendous power.” 

Christianson’s Nursery 
is grateful for the mora-
torium, “because there is 
ambiguity in understanding 
exactly what ‘accessory 
use’ is and what is quali-
fied,” Emma Christianson 
told the Weekly News after 
the hearing. Commercial 
and residential develop-
ment has led to the loss of 
farmland in Skagit County, 
“not small family farms 
and farm venues operating 
for part of the year to sup-
plement their income.” 

Christianson’s host 
events in the Meadow 
Schoolhouse and the 
Vinery and participates 
in the Multistakeholder 
Working Group on 
Agritourism. They plan 
continued engagement 
with the county. 

Existing venues like 
Christianson’s can partic-
ipate in an April 1 work 
session with Honea and the 
commissioners that will 
discuss the details of the 
compliance process and 
enforcement. Comments 
will not be taken at that 
meeting, but can still be 
submitted to the county 
until 4:30 p.m. April 4.

“Neither Biden nor 
Trump will figure this out 
for us,” said Honea. “Your 
comments matter.”

Agritourism
. . . (from page 1)

Love 
Puzzles!

See our new online puzzle page  
laconnerweeklynews.com/puzzles 



COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

CLEANING SERVICES 
OFFERED: Home or office. 
Estimates provided. Good quality 
work. Reasonable rates. Call for 
estimate. References available. 
360-202-1288.

TULIP VISITORS? FAMILY 
REUNION? Rent our beautiful 
farmhouse on the flats for your 
special visitors. 4 bedrooms, 
2-1/2 bathrooms, gorgeous 
views, near tulips. $225/night, 2 
night minimum, discounts for lon-
ger stays. johnsonbasyefarm@
gmail.com

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
with a $325 classified listing or 
$1600 for a display ad. Call this 
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for 
details. 

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a majority of 
people struggle to pay for health 
coverage.  Let us show you how 
much you can save. Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need to have 
your zip code to reach the right 
provider.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor
Corned Beef Soup

We enjoyed a nice corned beef meal for St. 
Patty’s Day. A good chunk of the corned beef 
was left. I made hash for breakfast, then sliced 
thin for sandwiches. I still had 2 pounds of 
cooked corned beef left. We received collard 
raab in our final CSA winter box from Boldly 
Grown Farms. I have cooked enough collard 
greens to know that apple cider vinegar blends 
well with them. 

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 8
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CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

Ingredients
•	 Cooked corned 

beef, 2 pounds
•	 Yellow potatoes, 3 

medium
•	 Collard raab, 5 to 6 

leaves
•	 Onion, 1/3 cup diced
•	 Chicken broth, 2 

cups
•	 Water, 6 cups
•	 Apple cider vinegar, 

1/4 cup

Preparation
Slice and cut the 

corned beef into 1-inch 
cubes. Add to soup 
pot with the chicken 
broth and water. Turn 
on medium heat. Add 
the diced onion. Re-
move the center rib of 
each collard leaf. Roll 
up the collard leaf and 

cut 1-inch pieces. Add 
to the soup pot. Peel 
and cube the potatoes 
into 1- or 2-inch pieces 
add to the soup pot. 
As the soup begins 
to boil, add the apple 
cider vinegar. Reduce 
heat to medium low 
or low. Cook until the 
potatoes are tender, 
about 40 minutes. 
Does not need sea-
soning. 

NOT TO BE MISSED
Easter egg hunt, 10 a.m. Sat-
urday, March 30. Inspire Church 
will spread thousands of eggs 
around its facility at 17444 Snee 
Oosh Road. Free food, bounce 
houses, games and more.

Second life for food scraps, 
12:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 2. 
If you love to cook and want to 
learn how to make good use of 
your food scraps, visit La Conner 
Swinomish Library from 12:30 to 
1:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 2, to see 
WSU Extension Educator Diane 
Smith demonstrate how to create 
a delicious soup with those pes-
ky, leftover ends and stems.

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish Library. 
520 Morris St., La Conner. 360-
466-3352. www.lclib.lib.wa.us. 
Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.
•	 Storytime for Children. 11 a.m. 

every Friday. 
•	 Tech Help returns April 1. 3-5 

p.m. every Monday. One-
on-one technical support in 
30-minute blocks.

•	 Dungeons & Dragons Club. 
3-5 p.m. every Tuesday. No 
previous gaming experience 
necessary.

Mount Vernon Public Library. 
315 Snoqualmie St., Mount 
Vernon. 360-336-6209, mount-
vernonwa.gov. 

•	 Seedling Storytime: 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays. For young ones 
who may be shy or who like 
more caregiver support.

•	 Board Games: 1-5:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays. Choose from clas-
sic board games for a variety 
of ages.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220 
10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-
8067, CityofAnacortes.org.
•	 Family Storytime: 10-11:30 

a.m. Fridays. If the first ses-
sion is full, visit the children’s 
desk for a ticket to the next 
one. For ages birth to 5, 
siblings welcome.

•	 LEGO at the Library: 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Mondays. LEGO bricks 
provided.

Burlington Public Library. 820 
E. Washington Ave., Burlington. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library. 
•	 Bilingual Storytime: 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Saturdays. For 
ages 6 and under and their 
caregivers. Enjoy stories and 
songs in English and Spanish. 
Craft or STEM-based play 
follows.

•	 Knitting Club: 6 p.m. Wednes-
days, all ages.

MUSEUMS
Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum. 703 S. Second 
St., La Conner.11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday through Sunday. 

qfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288. 
Current exhibit: 
•	 Stone Portraits and Sacred 

Stonescapes: Artwork by De-
nise Labadie, through May 5.

Skagit County Historical Muse-
um. 360-466-3365 or skagitcoun-
ty.net/museum. Hours 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Thursday-Sunday. The 
museum is seeking donations 
of vintage, holiday wares, craft 
supplies, collectibles and unique 
items for their annual Sale at the 
School in April. Contact jwolfe@
co.skagit.wa.us.

Museum of Northwest Art. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday, noon-5 p.m. Sunday 
and Monday. monamuseum.org, 
360-466-4446. Current exhibits 
through May 12:
•	 Silva Cascadia: Under the 

Spell of the Forest features 
two- and three-dimensional 
works by Northwest women 
artists inspired by forests and 
trees.

•	 At the Seam: The exhibition 
asks to look not only at the 
individual works but also at the 
“seams,” where works repre-
senting different artistic trends 
and cultural identities come in 
touch with each other.

•	 My Roots: Honoring the Cul-
tural Identity of Skagit Valley’s 
Under-Resourced Children: 
Outside In Gallery

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank. 
Food distribution from 2:30-5 
p.m. every Monday, 602 S. Third 
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878. 
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Swinomish Helping Hands 
Food Bank. Food distribution 
from 2-5 p.m. every Thursday. 
Non-essentials every first 
Thursday. 17444 Snee Oosh 

Road, La Conner. 360-856-2211. 
helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

Skagit Valley Humane Society. 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington. 
360-757-0445. Find volunteer 
and donation opportunities online 
at skagithumane.org.

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle. 
Meets 1-2 p.m. Wednesdays, 
Burlington Senior Center. 
For more info, email yoga-
heartspace0@gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. Meets 
4:30-6:30 p.m. every Thursday, 
Shelter Bay Clubhouse. No 
auditions required. Questions, 
call Joan at 360-941-7507.

MEETINGS
Skagit Conservation District. 
Regular board meeting at 7:30 
a.m. every fourth Wednesday at 
2021 E. College Way, Suite 205, 
Mount Vernon. 360-428-4313.

Town of La Conner Council 
Meeting, 6 p.m. second and 
fourth Tuesdays. For current 
agenda, go to www.townoflacon-
ner.org. Sign up for “Notify Me” to 
get current town information.

Skagit Cemetery District 1. 
Regular meetings at 5 p.m. every 
second Thursday, at Lori Buher’s 
home, 17604 Valentine Road, 
Mount Vernon.

La Conner Swinomish Re-
gional Library. Library board 
of trustees meets at 5 p.m. the 
second Tuesday of the month 
in the library, 520 Morris St., La 
Conner. 

Rotary Club of La Conner. 
laconnerrotary.org. Meetings 6-7 
p.m. every Monday at Shawn 
O’Donnell’s restaurant. Optional 
dinner, 5:30 p.m.
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
    ARNEST1044BW 

360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.
New arrivals weekly!

Photos posted Thursdays on our
Facebook page 

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun 
11 AM – 5 PM
 3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!

Donations accepted Monday
1pm – 3pm

Proceeds from our
non-profit shop benefit

our community.

TULIP FANS
WELCOME!

Clothing, Housewares,
Furniture, Collectibles,
Linens, Books, Shoes,
Art, Antiques, More~
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360-466-9932 
702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

VOTED SKAGIT’S BEST FISH & CHIPS 2023 
EST. 1972  Family Operated

Kitchen OPEN 
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM 
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

& EATERY, Inc.

Sunday, March 17
12:42 p.m.: Picturesque roadblock, 
part 1 – Deputy responded to reports 
of vehicles blocking the road to look at 
and photograph snow geese. All cars 
moved along or moved off the roadway. 
Fir Island Rd.

2:50 p.m.: Picturesque roadblock, part 
2 – More calls of subjects blocking the 
road to photograph the geese. A deputy 
made a PA announcement to move the 
cars and all subjects complied. Fir Island 
Rd. 

Thursday, March 21
9:27 a.m.: Vehicle collision – A driver 
turning south onto La Conner-Whitney 
Road did not see oncoming traffic and 
pulled in front of another car. That driver 
could not stop to avoid a collision. The 
causing vehicle was shoved into a 
power pole which was later replaced. No 
injuries and both cars were towed from 
the scene. McLean Rd at La-Conner 
Whitney Rd.

1:21 p.m.: Not animal cruelty – Some-
one from the big city was visiting the 
area and had opinons about longhorn 
cattle. The caller thought it was cruel 
to have the heavy horns and hurt the 
cattle’s neck. The caller received a 
thoughtful explanation that this breed 
of cow is designed to carry the weight 
of long horns, which are not against the 
law. Farm-to-Market Rd., Bay View area.

Friday, March 22
12:26 p.m.: Midnight prowler – A caller 
said she parked on the side of the road 
at approximately midnight to walk her 
dog on the Padilla Bay trail system. She 
returned to find her window broken out 
but nothing missing. Bay View-Edison 
Rd, Bay View area.

1:35 p.m.: Not my dog – A caller re-
ported a loose dog in their yard. The dog 
wasn’t aggressive but the caller animal 
control to pick it up. La Conner code 
enforcement was advised. Washington 
Ave, La Conner.

5:01 p.m.: Pack mentality – A caller 
reported aggressive dogs at the RV park 
on Pearle Jensen Way. During the call, 
the dog owner left with the dogs. Pearle 
Jensen Way, La Conner.

Saturday, March 23
1:27 a.m.: Drinking? Driving? – The 
sheriff’s office received a report of sub-
jects drinking in the school parking lot 
and possibly driving. A deputy contacted 
a group of approximately 10 hanging 
out by the skate park with alcohol. While 
dealing with the situation, an intoxicated 
subject tried to leave in a car and was 
arrested on suspicion of driving under 
the influence. The remaining subjects 
cleaned up the area until a sober driver 
arrived to take everyone home. N. Sixth 
St, La Conner.

Vital Gardening Books
For the Northwest and

Keeping Deer Out! 
Open 7 days a week!

10 - 6
On Gilkey Square
360-399-1800

www.seaportbooks.com 
106 S. First St.

La Conner

MUSIC & MEMORIES

SAVE THE DATE

A SPRING FUNDRAISER FOR SKAGIT ADULT DAY PROGRAM
SATURDAY APRIL 13TH, 2024 5:30PM

11TH ANNUAL

Check out our 
website for updates →

Scan with 
your 
smartphone 
camera

Join Skagit Adult Day Program for our
11th Annual MUSIC & MEMORIES dinner and auction at 

Bertelsen Winery as we raise money and awareness for this 
unique Skagit County non-profit! We provide needed 

services to adults with Dementia and Alzheimer’s 
and offer respite to their families. 

To continue this viral care, we need YOUR support.

Bertelsen Winery, Starbird Rd, Mount Vernon

REGISTERED JEWELER AMERICAN GEM SOCIETY

7th & Commercial in AnacortesWashington
burtonjewelers.com • 888-293-6469 • info@burtonjewelers.com

Hours 10:30am – 5:00pm, Tuesday – Saturday
We encourage you to work with us by appointment for custom design, complex jewelry repairs,

appraisal questions or personalized shopping experiences.

Spring has Sprung
& Easter is Coming

Nice Selection of Crosses in Stock!

And a Store Full ofWonderful Vases
to Display your Spring Flowers

494379-1

MEET THE DAFFODIL COURT — The La Conner Kiwanis announced 
the 2024 Daffodil Court. These La Conner Elementary School fifth 
graders will ride in the Tulip Party on the Kiwanis Kid float. From left are 
Prince Parker Fischer; King Brennan Hockenberry; Queen Ella Jackson 
and Princess Georgia Brown. � — Photo courtesy La Conner Kiwanis Club $3.49/LF$3.49/LF
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Event center
. . . (from page 1)

While all elected officials 
championed the cooperative na-
ture of the proposed agreement, 
a few caveats were expressed, 
particularly the use of lodging 
tax funding. Public comments 
emphasized concerns over noise 
at the marina and traffic conges-
tion, though most who spoke 
were in favor. 

Mark Lione, owner of Cap 
Sante Inn, expressed his con-
cerns over using lodging tax dol-
lars. He questioned the potential 
inpact on nonprofit organizations 
that rely on lodging tax funds 
if the city and port sought to 
pay construction costs with the 
lodging tax. He suggested a bond 

issue repaid with lodging tax 
dollars.

Pat Barrett, a local financial 
advisor who supports and under-
writes for nonprofits, cautioned 
everyone to be aware not to use 
all the money from lodging tax 
dollars upon which nonprofits 
depend. 

“Lodging tax dollars is seed 
money. We would be doing them 
[nonprofits] a disservice.” 

Councilmember T.J. Fantini 
explained the new center would 
generate future lodging tax reve-
nues for nonprofits. 

Councilmember Christine 
Cleland-McGrath pointed out 
there were only three centers in 
Skagit County that came close 
to their proposal – the Swinom-
ish Casino, McIntyre Hall and 
Maple Hall in La Conner. None 
compares to the proposed event 
center in Anacortes for its size, 
kitchen facilities or scheduling 
availability. 

The full agreement will be 
posted online the end of this 
week at portofanacortes.com/
doing-business/interlocal-agree-
ments.

Sgt. Craig Caulk of the sheriff’s 
traffic department visited all bulb 
company fields to identify where 
bottlenecks might develop. 

WSDOT will monitor its 
cameras along State Routes 
536 and 20 for unexpected 
backups, says Caulk. The 
traffic unit, including two 
motorcycle officers, will work 
weekends from Fire District 2 
at McLean and Beaver Marsh 
Roads, a major point of con-
gestion. Caulk is grateful the 
Tulip Festival draws on the 
county’s lodging tax to pay for 
off-duty officers to flag traffic 
on McLean Road. 

The goal is to avoid snags 
like the 2-mile-long line of 
cars that backed up on Bea-
ver Marsh Road last April. 
“The nightmare happens when 
parking lots are full and not 
emptying fast enough,” Caulk 
said. Volunteers and paid staff 
who monitor display garden 
parking play a key role in mov-
ing traffic. 

A new “pain point” is Brad-
shaw Road and its two gardens 
directly across the road from 
one another. Tulip Town will 
direct people leaving their lot 
to turn right and drive south 
to McLean Road. Tulip Valley 
Farm will direct people north 
to State Route 536 (Memorial 
Highway). 

“People remember the first 
five minutes and last 10 minutes 
of their time on the farm,” said 
Tulip Valley Farm CEO Andrew 
Miller. “There are things we can 
work on to make everyone’s 
experience more pleasant.” 

To report a traffic jam, Caulk 
recommends calling the sher-
iff’s non-emergency dispatch 
number, 360-428-3211. The 
traffic team’s computers show 
a running log of traffic com-
plaints that they address as 
they come in. 

Meanwhile, the tulips are just 

about to break into bloom. 
Roozengaarde has been open 

almost two weeks. “The entire 
display garden was redesigned 
and replanted this year,” says 
manager Brent Roozen, “and 
our fields will be exceptionally 
colorful and awesome.” 

Tulip Town opens Friday and 
“the fields look wonderful,” 
says CEO Rachael Sparwasser. 
Visitors can play or take pho-
tos on the four-person bench 
swings scattered around the 
fields. Besides Easter egg hunts 
for children, an over-21 Easter 
egg hunt includes a beer or 
wine of your choice. Also new 
this year: food trucks on peak 
weekends to supplement their 
café and beer and wine garden. 
Locals Night will be Wednes-
day, April 10. 

“We are now the second 
largest U-pick in the U.S. and 
the only one in the valley,” 
said Miller, whose Tulip Valley 
Farm will be all U-Pick in 
2024. Look for beautiful Parrot 
tulips and peony tulips – no-
toriously hard to grow in our 

wet, windy valley – and “baby” 
tulips, too. 

“Come late, watch the sun 
set, sit around the fire, watch 
the light show and enjoy a 
taco in the tulips with friends” 
during the weekend Night 
Bloom, said Miller. Neighbors 
Night, sponsored by Helping 
Hands Food Bank, takes place 
April 17. The Bloom Ball 
fundraiser for United Way is 
April 18. 

The windmill at Garden Ro-
salyn has a new coat of paint 
and owner Ernesto Mendoza 
has planted more tulips than 
ever. When the garden opens 
Thursday, March 28, dogs and 
cats will be welcome on leash, 
handmade crafts will be on sale 
and snacks will be available 
from food trucks in the parking 
area. The swans swimming 
in the small lake will not be 
leashed, he notes. 

Mendoza welcomes people to 
bring their own food to enjoy 
on his picnic tables. “It restores 
and relaxes people to be here,” 
he said. 

Tulip traffic
. . . (from page 1)

TULIPS IN BLOOM — A vibrant field of tulips bloom during the 2023 Skagit 
Valley Tulip Festival.� — Photo by Ken Stern
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