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Here comes Santa Claus
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By Kurt Batdorf

The effort by the La Conner Community News 
group to purchase the La Conner Weekly News and 
secure its future into 2025 and beyond appears to 
have fallen short, but not for lack of effort. 

Unless an angel investor comes forward in the 
next two weeks, the final issue of the La Conner 
Weekly News under publisher Ken Stern will hit 
the streets and mailboxes on Dec. 18.

“It’s a sad day for La Conner,” Mayor Marna 
Hanneman said. “It takes a village and when some-
thing important in the village goes, it leaves a big 
hole.”

Stern told readers that the Weekly News was for 
sale in an editorial on Aug. 2, 2023.

He was open and honest about his desire to find 
a new owner, preferably a journalist, so he could 
retire. He advertised the Weekly News in national 
and online publications. He pitched his newspaper 
as a great opportunity for mid-level professional 

Newspaper 
purchase 
falls short
Community group runs out of 
time to acquire Weekly News

By Ken Stern

News scoop: Santa’s advance sched-
ule of early La Conner visits has been 
leaked to the Weekly News. Parents, 
are these times on your calendar?

Saturday morning Santa will be 
posing for photos at Maple Hall when 
the Rotary Club of La Conner holds its 
annual Santa Breakfast, 8-11 a.m. Dec. 
7. Breakfast is $10 and $5 children, 
with those under 5 eating free. 

There is no charge for photos, 
but donations will help support the 
La Conner Rotary Club’s literacy 
initiatives. In past years this was a dog-
friendly photo-op.

Linger and shop  at the holiday craft 
show organized by the Kiwanis Club of 
La Conner as a fundraiser. Local artists 
and craftspeople will offer their wares 
and at least the La Conner Soroptimists 
will have baked goods. Peruse and 
purchase in the bar/entrance area and 
upstairs. Hours are 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

After a much-needed hot chocolate 
and cookie break, and the time needed 
to feed his reindeer, Santa returns to 
Gilkey Square at 5 p.m. The La Conner 
Chamber of Commerce has negotiated 
Santa’s assistance to light the Town of 

La Conner’s Christmas Tree. The fire 
department will most likely deliver him 
in their white 1941 Ford firetruck. The 
reindeer will be left at the fire station, 
where they will be munching hay and 
resting before taking Santa back to the 
North Pole. A lot of toy making remains 
ahead of Dec. 25.

The Chamber promises hot drinks. In 
years past hot chocolate was available. 

And there is more in the coming 
weeks in the 21 shopping days till 
Christmas. Yards, houses and fences are 
bright with holiday lights and puffed-up 
Santas, reindeer, candy canes and all 
kinds of Christmas cheer. Shop win-
dows on First Street are festooned with 
a variety of displays, white, green, red 
and other bright and dull colors – and 
more lights – with snow, trees, icicles 
and whatnot. Go see for yourself.

Santa will be at the La Conner 
Swinomish Library Tuesday, Dec. 10, 
5:30 p.m., also for photos, of course. 
He will be gifting a book to each child.

Next week there will be music ga-
lore. Mark your calendars to avoid con-
flicts and missing out on a single note. 
The Skagit Community Band’s annual 
Christmas concert in Maple Hall 7 p.m. 
Friday the 13th is free – donations ac-

cepted – and – singular. There is not an 
Anacortes concert. While it promises an 
evening of festive and exciting music 
and the added pleasure of the A’Town 
Big Band, alas, it conflicts with the 
Shelter Bay Chorus’s holiday concert 
at the Shelter Bay clubhouse, also at 
7 p.m. The chorus performs again at 3 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 14. Donation: $10 
suggested.

The Skagit Valley Chorale performs 
“Heralding Christmas 2024” at 7:30 
p.m. Dec. 13 and 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
15 at McIntyre Hall in Mount Vernon. 
The Skagit Symphony’s winter concert, 
“Air,” is Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m. at McIntyre 
Hall. Tickets for both: mcintyrehall.org; 
360-416-7727.

Neither last and certainly not 
least, is the Swinomish Yacht Club’s 
Holiday Lighted Boat Parade at 6 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 14. The theme is 
“Classic Characters: ‘A Charlie Brown 
Christmas’ and ‘Frozen.’”

And, in the spirit of giving to those 
in need, La Conner Kiwanis and Scott 
Price have a Giving Tree at the Edward 
Jones office, 708 Morris Street. The 
gifts deadline is Dec. 16. Details, call 
360-466-2933.

Ho-ho-ho-liday festivities are coming to town

YUP! A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS – This Maple Avenue La Conner family – probably Dad, mostly – had their yard aglow before 
Thanksgiving. If you don’t have your tree up, the music playing and the hearth ablaze, what are you waiting for? Only 21 
shopping days before the Jolly Old Elf makes his way here.� – Photo by Ken Stern

By Bill Reynolds

History is full of mysteries and 
a good one focuses on a collec-
tion of old photographs stored 
for decades in the attic of a rural 
La Conner home.

Steve Thein, of Landing Road 
southeast of town, came across 
the studio-quality black-and-
white prints while clearing space 
to insulate his attic. 

The photos, judging from hair-
styles and clothing fashions they 
reveal, appear to date from the 
early to mid-20th century.

Some photos are identified 
only by first name, others not at 
all. Only a few photos are dated.

Those pictured likely were 
close friends or relatives of 
Thein’s parents or grandparents.

“These pictures have been in 
our attic for a long time,” said 
Thein, a 1975 La Conner High 
School graduate. “But I can’t 
identify the people in them.”

He places great value in 
history and mementoes. He’s a 

lifelong collector with an interest 
in restoration of vintage pinball 
machines.

“It would be fun to be able to 
hand these photographs to the 
grandchildren or great-grandchil-
dren of the people in them,” Thein 

said. “That would be cool.”
He has unearthed some clues, 

though nothing definitive, as 
to the identities of those in the 
pictures. 

“One of the photos is of a 
distinguished looking man who 

is standing in front of a barn 
that used to be on our property,” 
Thein said. “The barn isn’t there 
now, but I’ve seen it in other 
photographs.”

The Theins emigrated from 
western Europe to Minnesota, 
then on to Fir Island before 
finally settling in the Pleasant 
Ridge area.

Thein grew up believing the 
family’s roots were German, but 
a cousin’s research later indi-
cated their forebears are from 
Luxembourg.

As for the local move, the ear-
lier Theins sought higher ground 
after suffering through a series of 
Fir Island floods.

Interestingly, members of 
the La Conner pioneer Bessner 
family are pictured in a couple of 
the photographs Thein found that 
have identification. Their history 
bears striking similarity to that of 
the Theins. 

John Bessner was born in 
Luxembourg in 1829 and as a 
young man came to the United 

States, settling first in Minnesota. 
He ventured to La Conner in the 
1870s, by which time his son, 
Matthew Bessner (1867-1962), 
was school age.

Matthew Bessner eventually 
farmed the Skagit Delta and 
upon his passing was buried at 
Pleasant Ridge.

“I have to think that the people 
in the photos had to be friends or 
somehow had ties to our family,” 
Thein said. “There were three 
or four totes of photos among 
the accumulations of my 67 
years and of my dad’s. I’ve gone 
through them and the ones I was 
able to identify I put in albums or 
sent to family members and kept 
some to put on our mantle.”

There is, however, a full tote 
of non-identified photos that 
Thein would like to reunite with 
the immediate families of those 
pictured.

“I’d hate to throw any of them 
away,” he said. “You know 
there’s somebody out there who 
would love to have them.”

Old photographs are focus of La Conner-area history mystery

By Ken Stern

Another high-rain month in November, 4.8 inch-
es worth, with 1 inch falling the first two days. The 
0.9 inch storm Nov. 1 was the highest single-day 
amount.

Fourteen 
days in a row of 
rain Nov. 9-22 
dropped 3 inch-
es, with most of 
it, 1.9 inches, 
Nov. 17-22. The 
month’s last 
large rain event 
was 0.4 inches 
Nov. 25.

Seventeen of 
the 20 rain days 
were 0.1 inches 
or more. Six were at least 0.36 inches.

Five years since 2015 November has had at least 
5.6 inches of rain. Ten times since 2011 at least 4.7 
inches came down. This is only the 10th wettest 
November since 2000.

Novembers are historically wet in the 21st 

Above average rain 
fell in November

WHO IS THIS? — Steve Thein isn’t sure who the family is, but this pho-
to lived in his attic for decades. He hopes someone in the La Conner 
area recognizes them as long-lost kin.� — Photo courtesy Steve Thein

Rain Report
Rainfall in November: 4.8”
Number of rain days: 20
Least rain, one day: 0.01”, 2 days
Most rain, one day: 0.6”, 2 days
Least rain: 1.61”, 2000
Most rain: 8.15”, 2021
Average rainfall, 2000-2024*: 4.5”
Rainfall in October: 4.2”
* No data, 2003
Data from WSU Mount Vernon
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Opinion
387 issues printed since July 5, 2017. 2 weeks till the paper closes

The result of the presidential 
election surprised me and put me 
into a funk. I considered moving 
back to Canada, where I worked 
as a TV and movie director for 
16 years, but that was a difficult 
decision because I have so much 
family in the U.S. and I love 
writing this column.

Then I heard that the governors 
of California and Washington 
state were not at all happy with 
Trump and they both declared 
that they would continue to 
support women’s rights to have 
abortions and continue to agree 
with me on many issues.

It’s still going to be tough 
for me to turn on the news and 
constantly see Trump so I’m 
going be avoiding that kind of 
programming on television and 
instead watch sports and the 
kind of shows I used to direct, 
such as “M*A*S*H” and “Ally 

McBeal.” I also just had many of 
my shows transferred from VHS 
to DVDs so I can go back in time 
and enjoy my own movies.

I grew up in Long Island, N.Y., 
and was a sportswriter for the 
Suffolk Sun and then a reporter 
for Newsday. Nassau used to be 
pretty progressive county but 
both Nassau and Suffolk counties 
voted for Trump and that really 
stunned me.

It’s also very disappointing 
that people in this country do not 
want a woman to be president. 
We’ve had wonderful women, 
Hillary Clinton and Kamala 
Harris, run for office but so far it 
ain’t happening. 

Let’s be grateful about where 
we live and hope and pray that 
in the future we will be more 
democratic and more progressive 
and take care of the poor as well 
as the rich.

By Greg Whiting

The La Conner public parking 
lot, east of Maple Hall, occupies 
about an acre. It’s big enough 
to host a 400 kilowatt solar 
generation system, built in the 
form of a canopy covering most 
of the lot. Such a canopy would 
also provide protection from 
snow, rain and sun. 

Building a solar canopy over 
most of the lot would require 
installation of support structures 
and some analysis on how the 
power would be delivered to 
the grid, or whether it would 
be better to install batteries and 
keep the system off the grid. A 
grid connection there might be 
more expensive than batteries. 

Depending on how the solar 
panels on such a canopy can be 
angled, an array would probably 
generate about 400,000 kilo-
watt-hours a year. The energy 
wouldn’t be generated contin-
uously over the year. However, 
solar energy production is best 
in La Conner during our prime 
tourist months. Figure that this 
hypothetical solar array would 
produce about 50,000 kWh/
month from April-September. 

A DC fast (level 3) charger 
recharges car batteries at a rate 

of 50 or more kilowatt-hours per 
hour. A large electric car, like 
a Tesla Model S or a Mustang 
Mach-E, has a 100 kWh battery, 
and could thus be recharged from 
zero to full in about two hours. 
At an AC (level 2) charger, the 
same car would probably charge 
at a rate of about 10 kWh/hour 
and would take 10 hours to 
recharge from zero. 

Most cars that would charge 
at a public station in La Conner 
probably wouldn’t need to be 
recharged all the way from zero. 
Some cars would need more, 
some less. Start with an estimate 
that the average car would only 
require half of a full charge (50 
kWh) when first parked here. 
Thus, a 50,000 kWh/month solar 
array would supply enough ener-
gy to recharge 1,000 cars/month, 
or over 30 a day. 

About a month ago, I wanted 
to recharge my car at the Pier 
7 parking lot, but its two spots 
were full. During the tourist 

months, it’s possible that 30 
vehicle owners a day will want to 
recharge in La Conner. 

As I’ve said in this space 
before, it’s important to have 
more Level 2, and at least a 
couple of Level 3, chargers in 
town. The cost of electric cars 
is continuing to fall. Battery 
range is still improving. These 
trends are likely to continue. 
The share of electric vehicles 
on the road will continue to 
increase. In Norway, where 
electric cars have been adopted 
more quickly than in any other 
country, about 90% of new car 
sales are electric and about half 
of the cars licensed to be driven 
there are electric. 

Without charging infrastruc-
ture, La Conner will be like a 
town without a gas station and 
auto repair shop during the early 
years of gasoline car adoption, 
when tires might have only 
lasted 50 miles. We are a little 
out of the way. It’s 25 miles from 
the Interstate to La Conner and 
back; it’s about 10 miles from 
(and back to) Highway 20. That’s 
not much, but if you’re traveling 
between major cities on I-5, or 
to or from a ferry in Anacortes, 
it’s just enough to make an EV 
driver think twice. 

Tic tock, tic tock, 
tic tock, tic tock

The clock is running out on 
“Saving the La Conner News” 
. . . 3 weeks, 2 weeks, 1 week, 
GONE . . . say it isn’t so! . . . say 
it isn’t happening!!

How shall we learn about town 
government meetings? School 
sport events and scores? Maple 
Hall events? New businesses 
and our wonderful current ones? 
Activities of fraternal organiza-
tions? Arts events? Emergency 
management efforts? La Conner 
redevelopment initiatives? The 
latest miracles from the Clean 
Energy Alliance? The vox populi 
in the Letters to the Editor . . . 
What’s on at the library and the 
museums? Meet interesting new 
community members and bid a 
loving “Hail and Fond Farewell” 
to our dearly departed fellow 
citizens? . . . and so, so much 
more . . . 

A hole will open wide in our 
community every midweek. How 
will we feel on Wednesdays?

But how to split up $250,000? 
Proposals have been floated for 
10 donors of $25,000 (call them 
“Cherubin”) . . . 25 donors of 
$10,000 (call them “Archan-
gels”) . . . Either would be a true 
miracle for our beloved commu-
nity. Hosannas would resound!

Yet how about a whole host of 
250 “Angels” of $1,000 each? 
“Angels we have heard on high” 
is what we sing at this time of 
year. Now that would be some 
holiday present to ourselves! 
Sounds like the start (too late?) 
of a Go Fund Me campaign. And 
with every $100,000 pledged, a 
matching $10,000 promised by 
the ever-generous Ken Stern, edi-

tor-hero. Tell me that’s doable?! 
Can we take a poll of pledges? 
Count me (a retired guy) in for 
$1,000 and renew my subscrip-
tion!

Of course, money is just one of 
our problems. The other: Finding 
a new editor-of-excellence. Now 
there’s a tough one. But if we 
“build a field,” one will come, 
right?  

Let’s do this!
George Bozarth
Snee-Oosh Road

Weekly News 
effort falls short

A good number of people 
have asked about the status of 
our recently formed La Conner 
Community News non-profit 
organization’s efforts to “Save 
the Newspaper.”

We have been encouraged 
by the community interest and 
support demonstrated by finan-
cial pledges and donations, but 
have raised only a fraction of the 
funds needed to purchase the La 
Conner Weekly News and transi-
tion to a new managing editor.

Even though our 11th-hour 
efforts have not raised sufficient 
funds for a purchase, we plan 
to continue our efforts to ensure 
the presence of a source for local 
news in the event Ken is unable 
to transfer ownership of the 
newspaper to another publisher.

In conversations with subscrib-
ers and readers of the paper, many 
have expressed how much they 
appreciate Ken’s editorial voice 
and hope in some way he can 
be a part of whatever local news 
source is in La Conner’s future.

Thank you, Ken, for all your 
hard work, effort and dedication 

in publishing your award-
winning newspaper for the 
past seven plus years. We wish 
you all the best on your well-
deserved retirement.

Updates about our progress 
can be found on our Facebook 
page La Conner Community 
News and inquiries can be sent 
to laconnercommunitynews@
gmail.com.

Andrew Ashmore
Shelter Bayr

Why the holdup 
on Moore Clark?

I saw the announcement of a 
“Public forum” on Dec. 11 that 
is called to address “the town’s 
south end plan.” I see that title 
as an obfuscation, by the town, 
to hide the important process of 
dealing with the blight and dan-
ger present in the Moore Clark 
property. 

Reality is that the Skagit 
County Assessor’s Office current 
fair market value appraisal of 
the property, parcel P74496, 
is actually $442,300, not the 
$2,300,000 that the town admin-
istrator keeps quoting. So far 
there has been no attempt for the 
current owner to purchase insur-
ance against injury or to offer the 
property for sale to a developer 
or investor.

I hope for current residents and 
merchants to attend the Dec. 11 
meeting in Maple Hall to support 
real action soon. The $45,000 
“study” is scheduled to be com-
pleted in January, 2025.

I am a nearby resident for the 
last 25 years.

Sincerely concerned,
Breta Malcolm
La Conner

Solar charging infrastructure 
will power La Conner tourism

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

From the editor — 

Your weekly news in 2025:

Post-election letdown

The final issue of the  
La Conner Weekly News is Dec. 18, 2024
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La Conner Kiwanis & La Conner Rotary

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery 

Delicious coffee, original Northwestern art, and iconic Skagit County products!
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CANDLE COMPANY

Open mic
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Santa will be there, so
bring your camera for family photos!

Kiwanis Holiday Craft Fair 9am-3pm

Maple Hall
103 Commercial Street

La Conner
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Scott A Price
Financial Advisor
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La Conner, WA 98257
360-466-2933

Worried about market volatility?
Let's review your strategy.
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OBITUARY

Eugene Marble
May 19, 1939–Nov. 3, 2024
Eugene “Gene” R. Marble, 

85, of La Conner, passed away 
peacefully on Sunday, Nov. 3, 
2024. 

Gene was born on May 19, 
1939, in Tacoma, to Bud and 
Sara Marble. At the age of 7, 
his family relocated to Friday 
Harbor, where he spent his 
childhood and graduated from 
Friday Harbor High School 
in 1957. He pursued higher 
education at Gonzaga Universi-
ty and Central Washington Uni-
versity, earning a bachelor’s 
degree in education. During 
his time at CWU, Gene met 
and married Joan Hanlon. The 
couple moved to Skagit County 
after graduation, raising four 
children: Danny, Sherrie, Kelly 
and Curt.

After teaching for two years 
at Westview Elementary School 
in Burlington, Gene decided to 
dedicate himself to commercial 
salmon fishing in Puget Sound 
and Bristol Bay, Alaska – a 
career that brought him great 
fulfillment.

Gene cherished travel, ex-
ploring the U.S. by motorhome 
and venturing abroad on cruise 
ships. For 40 winters, he and 
Joan called Kona, Hawaii, their 
seasonal home, where Gene 
enjoyed playing tennis, bridge 
and pinochle. 

He was also deeply involved 
in the lives of his grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren, 
frequently attending their 
sporting and musical events. 
Gene often shared his wish to 
see his youngest granddaugh-
ter, Ellie, play high school 
basketball. He was proud to 
witness her compete in volley-
ball at his alma mater, Central 
Washington University.

Gene was preceded in death 
by his parents, Bud and Sara 
Marble; his brother, Lee Mar-
ble; his son, Danny Marble; 
and his daughter, Kelly Hast-
ings. He is survived by his wife 
of 64 years, Joan; his daughter, 
Sherrie (Greg) Marble; his son, 
Curt (Suzanne) Marble; and 
his brother, Dale Marble and 
sister-in-law Linda Marble. He 
leaves behind nine grandchil-
dren: Nathan Hastings (Lena), 
Carlee Daub (Bryce), Brad 
Rabenstein (Abi), Eric Marble 
(Julie), Trish Hastings, Jordan 
Eliason (Eva), Alex Eliason, 
Luke Marble, and Ellie Mar-
ble. He is also survived by six 
great-grandchildren: Parker and 
George Hastings, Tatum and 
Rylee Daub, and Saylor and 
Rhett Marble.

Gene will be remembered for 
his adventurous spirit, his ded-
ication to family, and his love 
of all things fishing. In lieu 
of flowers, the family kindly 
requests donations be made to 
Hospice of the Northwest, 227 
Freeway Drive, Suite A, Mount 
Vernon, WA 98273.

By Bill Reynolds

It was a La Conner Town Coun-
cil meeting that nearly wasn’t. 

The Nov. 26 session at Maple 
Hall was almost scuttled due 
to lack of a quorum among the 
five-members. 

Councilmembers Ivan Carlson, 
Mary Wohleb and Annie Taylor 
were absent as the 6 p.m. start 
time approached. Fortunately, 
Taylor – who Mayor Marna 
Hanneman said was under the 
weather – shook off the effects of 
fatigue and illness and arrived to 
save the day 10 minutes later. 

“We’ll try to make this as short 
as possible,” the mayor stressed, 
as Taylor took her seat, “so that 
Annie can go home.” 

With consultant Tom Beckwith 
also out of pocket due to a 
scheduling conflict, it was left to 
Assistant Planner Ajah Eills to 
make an update on the status of 
the south end revitalization plan. 

Eills said the project will 
produce “a plan that defines 
allowable land uses in this specific 
area.” 

That area comprises about four 
acres adjoining the south water-
front, formerly a bustling indus-
trial zone home now has parcels 
owned by Triton America, Dunlap 
Towing and the Town. 

Eills reported that an online sur-
vey seeking public input on how 
best to address the subject proper-

ties had drawn 104 responses. 
“That’s pretty good for a small 

town like La Conner,” Eills said, 
adding that “the majority of 
respondents live here but don’t 
have a formal association with 
downtown.” 

She said the project will be 
revisited at the Dec. 3 planning 
commission meeting and a Dec. 
11 public forum. 

“We’ll talk about implementa-
tion and financing strategies then,” 
Eills reported. “Moving forward, 
you’ll see more information com-
ing before you.” 

The Community Development 
Block Grant funding that supports 
the project will be expended by 
the end of December, she said, 
but some work will spill into early 
2025. 

Hanneman noted that the Town 
can designate zoning and code 
requirements for the area. 

Council members anticipate re-
viewing and taking possible action 
this month on a draft Community 
Emergency Management Plan. 

Councilmember Rick Dole, 
liaison to the Town’s emergency 
management commission, said the 
proposed CEMP is designed as “a 
living document.” 

Emergency management 
commission chair Doug Asbe 
concurred. 

“A list of annexes will be added 
to the CEMP as time goes on,” 
said Asbe. 

Busy meeting for a 3-person town council
Dole added that one more va-

cancy remains on the five-member 
advisory emergency management 
board. 

“So please continue to beat the 
bushes,” Dole implored. 

Planning Director Michael 
Davolio said the 306 Center Street 
multi-family proposal has stalled. 
The Town is awaiting a meeting 
with Skagit County officials and 
the project applicants concerning 
the dimensions of an elevator pro-
posed for the three-story building. 
The council was told that while 
the elevator’s shaft complies with 
Town height restrictions, Fire 
Chief Aaron Reinstra is concerned 
it isn’t wide enough to accommo-
date a gurney. 

“At this point,” Davolio said, 
“it’s in the applicant’s hands to 
decide what to do.” 

Davolio further noted that 
proposed updates to the Town’s 
uniform development code, for 
which the council provided its 
preliminary approval, represents 
an effort “to be consistent with 
what the state has done.” 

The council approved four 
separate service agreements, 

with Water and Wastewater 
Treatment Services, the Skagit 
County Sheriff’s Office, Western 
Fireworks and Skagit County for 
senior services funding. 

Town Administrator Scott 
Thomas said the 2025 municipal 
budget includes a 13% increase 
for the one-year pact with the 
sheriff’s office for increased labor 
costs. 

“We actually budgeted higher 
than that,” said Thomas. 

Thomas, Hanneman and Dole 
remarked that deputies have 
increased their presence in town 
with additional foot and vehicle 
patrols. 

“We see them a lot,” Dole said. 
Western Fireworks will again 

provide fireworks on July 4, but 
will explore less expensive op-
tions for 2026. For several years, 
the Town has paid for pyrotech-
nics while the Port of Skagit has 
sponsored live music, food and re-
freshments at La Conner Marina. 

“We’ll discuss July Fourth with 
the Port,” Hanneman said, “and 
then review whether to come up 
with a different plan after next 
year.” 

Sound Defense Alliance 
invites the public to attend an 
online listening session at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 18, to discuss 
how the U.S. Navy’s EA-18G 
Growler jets based on Whidbey 
Island affect their lives.

To talk about or hear personal 
experiences with the Navy’s EA-
18G Growler jets, go to www.
sounddefensealliance.org/events 
and sign up as a storyteller or 
listener. This event is free.

Sound Defense Alliance uses 
its listening sessions to learn 
about the diverse impacts the jets 
have on people across the region 
and for individuals to speak 
about their experiences and be 
heard by fellow community 
members and others. 

More: Info@SoundDefense 
Alliance.org

Source: Sound Defense 
Alliance

Share Growler experience in 
online meeting on Dec. 11

The Town of La Conner has 
scheduled a public workshop on 
Dec. 11 to hear citizen feedback 
on future uses of the Commercial 
Transition Zone, also known as 
the Moore Clark Area.

The Moore Clark warehouse 
dominates the area south of 
Town Hall and west of the South 
Third Street public parking lot. 

Town seeks input on Moore Clark Area
Draft concepts for the area 

will be presented. Consultant 
Tom Beckwith and his team have 
crafted revitalization scenarios. 

Zoning changes will likely be 
made to encourage development.

The meeting will be held at 
6 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 11, in 
Maple Hall, 104 Commercial St. 
Info: www.townoflaconner.org.
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Sports and School

Memorable meals & amazing gifts
Perfect Platter

Downtown Mount Vernon   •   skagitfoodcoop.com   •   360.336.9777 www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP360-757-0445 info@skagithumane.org 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington, WA 98233

Humane Society 
of Skagit Valley

Spay and Neuter Saves lives!  
Please Spay, Neuter, Adopt, Volunteer, Donate!

Journey as you were meant to, aboard an 
American Tug. Each semi-custom vessel is 
crafted to meet the specific needs of our 

discerning owners. Let yours take you 
where you most want to go.

360-466-9277   ■  www.americantugs.com
800 Pearl Jensen Way, La Conner

  We’re Hiring! 
Donations accepted 
Monday 1pm - 3pm

Stretch Your
Gift-Giving Budget

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun
11 AM - 5 PM

 3rd & Morris, La Conner

Get a Thrill From a Thrift!

DECK YOUR HALLS

New Holiday Items 
Added Each Weekend!

APRIL 8, 2020 • LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS • PAGE 7

BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.
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LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.

Non-Profit

La Conner Kiwanis and the 
local Edward Jones office are 
collaborating again this year to 
bring a bit of holiday cheer to the 
children of La Conner.  

A Giving Tree is located in 
Scott Price’s office of Edward 
Jones, 708 E. Morris St. Tags for 

La Conner families will be avail-
able, if people want to give to 
specific needs. You can also drop 
off unwrapped toys for the For-
gotten Children’s Fund, which 
provides gifts for La Conner and 
other Skagit County families.

Edward Jones office hours 

are 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday to pick up tags 
and drop off gifts. Unwrapped 
gifts need to be delivered by 
Monday, Dec. 16.

“This year we have more 
families than ever in need,” Ki-
wanis Club event organizer Joy 
Neal said. “Thank you for your 
support.”

Source: La Conner Kiwanis

By Bill Reynolds

The middle school basketball 
game between La Conner and 
Conway here last week was 
emotional. 

So, too, was a special pre-game 
ceremony. 

Before the teams tipped off for 
what was a seesaw, down to the 
wire 49-46 La Conner victory, 
Braves coach Greg Edwards 
honored his mentor, the late Rich 
Watkins. 

“Rich really helped me out 
my first five years of coaching,” 
Edwards told the large crowd 
gathered at the middle school 
gymnasium. “I had great respect 
for him.” 

A beloved figure at La Conner 
Schools – he also mentored 
longtime high school baseball 
coaches Jeremiah LeSourd and 
Andy Otis – Watkins died earlier 
this year. 

Edwards saluted Watkins 
for the legacy he left on the La 
Conner campus, one marked by 
unwavering optimism and tireless 
energy in support of the school 
district’s students. 

Then Edwards called forward 
Watkins’ widow, Karen and 
daughters, Katie and Ashley – 
both of whom are La Conner 
alumni – to receive a photograph 
and basketball signed by team 
members. 

The applause that followed was 
heartfelt. 

Rich Watkins, who had been 
a stellar athlete at Mead High 
School in Spokane, was just 58 
years old at the time of his death. 
He had undergone a bone marrow 
transplant in his early 20s to treat 
a condition in which his body 
had stopped producing red blood 
cells. 

He was a patient of Nobel 
Prize winner Dr. Don Thomas, 
widely considered the father of 
bone transplantation, at the Fred 
Hutchinson Cancer Research 

Center in Seattle. 
“He taught us to celebrate each 

day because tomorrow is not a 
given and to live each day to the 
fullest,” La Conner resident Jaime 
Stroebel-Reinstra said of Watkins 
prior to attending a celebration of 
life service for him last February. 

That spirit was rekindled a 
week ago Tuesday when Watkins’ 
memory was heralded in the 
building where he had been such 
a positive force in the lives of 
local youth. 

Annual La Conner Kiwanis toy drive underway

La Conner 
honors late 
coach Rich 
Watkins

By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner High School 
girls’ basketball team couldn’t 
rebound from a slow start against 
3A Ferndale in the season opener 
for both clubs at Landy James 
Gym Nov. 30.

The 2B Braves trailed 21-4 
after the first quarter and fell 
behind 28-8 early in the second 
period before mounting a furious 
comeback bid that brought the 
hosts to within 35-32 midway 
through the third frame.

Ferndale closed with a 25-10 
run to post a 60-42 victory.

Maeve McCormick led La 
Conner with 19 points, 15 in 
the second half, including three 
perimeter treys. Two McCor-
mick three-pointers brought La 
Conner within three points of the 
lead at the 3:48 mark of the third 
quarter.

The hosts could get no closer.
McCormick’s third trey briefly 

narrowed Ferndale’s edge to 
49-38 in the final stanza, but 
Ferndale outscored La Conner 
11-4 the rest of the way.

Ferndale capitalized on La 
Conner turnovers and foul trou-
ble that sidelined McCormick, 

starting point guard Shaniquah 
Casey and post Kiana Jenkins.

“It was a very slow start to the 
game and they were hot from 
three-point range right off the 
bat,” La Conner head coach Joe 
Harper lamented afterward. “But 
I’m super proud of the girls for 
continuing to fight. The first and 
fourth quarters were bad, but our 
second and third quarters were 
solid.”

Losing McCormick, Casey and 
Jenkins to fouls hurt La Conner.

“Foul trouble really ham-
pered our ability to continue the 
comeback,” said Harper. “I don’t 
think I’ve been part of a game 
where we’ve had three girls foul 
out. Being down 20 points and 
closing the gap to three showed a 
lot of grit. There was no quit and 
the girls should be proud of the 
way they continued to battle.”

Jenkins and Reese Bird scored 
seven points each. Abi Poulton 
added five more. Nora Mc-
Cormick (2), Dela Damien (1) 
and Casey (1) rounded out the 
Braves’ scoring.

La Conner faces yet another 
larger school foe with a 5:40 
p.m. Wednesday tipoff at Mount 
Vernon High School.

Girls use grit to fight 
back against Ferndale

By Bill Reynolds

Maeve McCormick scored a 
game-high 17 points, leading 
eight La Conner players in the 
scoring column, as the Braves 
evened their record at 1-1 with 
a 48-27 non-conference victory 
over visiting Blaine in girls’ 
hoops action Monday night. 

McCormick scored nine first 
quarter points, including a perim-
eter trey, as the hosts bolted to a 
15-7 lead and never looked back. 

The team clinched matters 
with a 13-5 run in the third quar-
ter fueled by five points from 
Faith Jenkins, a three-pointer and 
free throw by Shaniquah Casey, 
and two points each by McCor-
mick and Abi Poulton. 

Jenkins finished with nine 
points. Kiana Jenkins (4), Nora 
McCormick (4), Reese Bird (4), 

Casey (4), Poulton (4) and Dela 
Damien (2) joined Maeve Mc-
Cormick in the point parade. 

Beatrice Dickson paced eight 
Blaine scorers with eight points. 

In the boys’ half of the home 
varsity twin bill, the team de-
buted with a hard-fought 58-48 
setback to the 1A Borderites. 

Brayden Pedroza led La Con-
ner with 22 points, including a 
mid-range jumper that gave the 
Braves a brief 41-40 lead early in 
the fourth period. 

Corran Eisen finished with 10 
points, including a pair of treys. 

C.J. Edwards (7), Jimbo Bobb 
Jr. (4), Tyler Cicotte (3) and 
Christian Fix (2) rounded out the 
La Conner scoring. 

Landon Melton and Abdul 
Kanagie led a balanced Blaine 
attack with 15 and 10 points, 
respectively. 

Friday, Dec. 6, the boys host 
non-league foe Granite Falls. 
Junior varsity tipoff is 5:30 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. for the varsity.

The boys and girls play at 
Lummi Saturday with junior var-
sity (1 p.m.) and varsity (4 p.m.) 
non-league games. 

Girls, boys split with Blaine

TRIBUTE TO COACH WATKINS — Karen, Katie and Ashley Watkins 
received a photograph and basketball signed by La Conner Middle 
School players before their Nov. 26 home tipoff with Conway. The pre-
sentation was made to honor the memory of the late Rich Watkins, 
Karen’s husband and Katie and Ashley’s dad, who was a longtime 
coach in La Conner. � — Photo by Karla Reynolds
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Arts and Entertainment

HERALDING
CHRISTMAS 2024

Dr. Yvette Burdick, Conductor
Friday, December 13th, 7:30 PM
Sunday, December 15th, 2:00 PM

www.skagitvalleychorale.org

McIntyre Hall
Performing Arts & Conference Center

2501 E. College Way, 
Mount Vernon, WA

Tickets:
$20, $30 Box Seats

Students/Military/Groups/Seniors $18
www.mcintyrehall.org

Box Office: 360-416-7727

Winter with you...

A Family Concert
& Children’s Music Fair
Sunday, January 26, 2025

McIntyre Hall, Mount Vernon

The 
Composer 

is Dead
music by Nathaniel Stookey with 

text by Lemony Snicket

Event Details 
skagitsymphony.com 

Adults $15, Children $5

Symphony  
Gift Certificates 
make great gifts! 

Skagit Community Band with 
special guest A’Town Big Band 
will present a free concert at 7 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 13, at Maple 
Hall in La Conner. Enjoy an 
evening of holiday cheer with the 
SCB as they perform a program 
of festive and exciting holiday 
music. Joining the SCB will be 
the A’Town Big Band putting its 
own spin on “Swinging” holiday 
favorites. More info at: www.
skagitcommunityband.org.  

Theater Arts Guild presents 
“The Secret Garden, the 
Musical” with performances on 
Dec. 6-8, 12-15 and 19-21 at the 
Lincoln Theatre 712 S. First St., 
Mount Vernon. Advance reserved 
seating tickets: $34 1st section; 
$32 2nd section; $26 3rd section; 
$20 4th section plus applicable 
fees. Discount night Dec. 12: $20 
all seats plus applicable fees. 
Tickets online at lincolntheatre.
org/live-theatre-secret-garden-
musical.

Calling all artists and crafters. 
La Conner Kiwanis will host their 
annual Holiday Craft Show in 
conjunction with the Rotary Santa 
Breakfast on Saturday, Dec. 7, 
in Maple Hall. The craft show will 
run from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

My Adult & Me: A Winter 
Holiday Card-Making 
“Craftaganza” with Kayla 
Williams, 1-3 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 7 at Museum of Northwest 
Art, 121 S. First St., Ages 5 and 
up (all children under 16 must 
be accompanied by an adult). 
All supplies provided. Cost: $39 
adult and child pair. Register at 
www.monamuseum.org/events/
craftaganza-2024.

A&E BRIEFS

On Gilkey Square, 360-399-1800
www.seaportbooks.com
106 S. First St., La Conner

Book Signing 
Dec. 11, 2-4 pm

By Ken Stern

There is a Chinese saying that 
a journey of a thousand miles 
begins with a single step. For the 
13-year-old Mary Agnes Coyne, 
her three-thousand-plus mile 
journey to America from County 
Galway, on Ireland’s western cen-
tral coast, starts with the hardest, 
most reluctant step of all: being 
kicked out of her parents’ house, 
and for the worst of all reasons: 
falsely accused of being a whore 
by her mother in the aftermath of 
her half-brother Fiach’s attempt to 
rape her in her bed. 

Ashley Sweeney’s great-
grandmother, named Mary A. 
in Sweeney’s new, fourth novel, 
“The Irish Girl,” was born pre-
pared for all of her life’s journeys.

Sweeney imagines, tracks down 
and researches the dates, places, 
travels and travails the real Mary 
Agnes undertook from 1886 to 
1892, from Ireland to Liverpool, 
England; across the Atlantic on 
the ship Endeavour, with dozens 
dying; entering the United States 
at New York’s Castle Garden – 
pre Ellis Island; into the tenements 
of New York City; then Chicago; 

Colorado Springs; and back to 
Chicago. 

Mary A.’s journey is through 
life, as well as geography. This 
feminist novel’s protagonist has 
determination, grit, hope and – 
amazingly – love. This in spite 
of the harshness and cruelty of, 
mostly, men, in the burgeoning 
and industrializing world.

Mary A. is raped twice, groped, 
forced to touch men’s crotches, 
and to undress. Through it all, she 
is bolstered by her Catholic faith 
and an indomitable spirit. 

She has – and offers – the same 
love her grandparents have, who 
took her in, held her close and 
paid for her passage to Chicago. 
Like them, she insists on a larger 
view of the world.

“They say all of Ireland is 
cursed, but don’t ya believe it,” 
her grandfather Fetus tells her. 
“We’re made of something dif-
ferent and don’t let anyone tell ya 
otherwise.”

They hire her a tutor who is a 
classmate of William Butler Yeats. 
He reads from a Yeats’ poem, “For 
the world’s more full of weeping 
than you can understand.”

Mary A. has been exposed to 

weeping since birth. Her father is 
an alcoholic, her mother, beaten, 
beats her – and worst – has turned 
her heart against her daughter. The 
only abundance in Mary A.’s life 
is of want. She is often cold, hun-
gry, wet and deprived of affection. 

In Chicago, against all odds, she 
meets Tom and falls in love and 
marries a wonderful man, though 
she had vowed to never marry.

But real life is heartbreak. 
Colorado’s high desert air cannot 
save Tom and his tuberculosis 
kills him. 

Fiction imagines the possibil-
ities of a hopeful spirit. The real 
Mary Agnes went to work on a 
cattle trail chuckwagon. Swee-
ney, a lover of the Southwest, has 
Mary A. get recruited to cook on a 
ranch by a handsome Dutch cow-
boy. She learns to ride and cooks 
for a crew.

Sweeney has an eye for and 
appreciation of nature. She is also 
open to the larger world. When 
a hummingbird buzzed about, 
Mary A. reaches, not to touch the 
bird but something out of reach. 
“‘What does this bird teach us,’ 
she thinks. It doesn’t take but 
a second for an answer. ‘Even 

though the journey is long, never 
give up. Never.’ She smiles. ‘It 
might as well be tattooed on my 
heart by now. Never give up.’” 

Mary Agnes is 18. She will 
return to Chicago, be raped, 
become pregnant, miscarry and 
be nursed to health by an Italian 
immigrant landlady. Mary A. 
in turn, will help a former rich 
employer’s turned-out daughter, 
now bedraggled, cold, filthy and 
confused. She brings her to her 
tiny apartment and sponge bathes 
her. Reaching Doria’s feet, “she 
holds her breath. It’s no less than 
what Jesus would do.”

Unexpectedly rewarded by 
Doria’s mother, she decides to 
find her cowboy, now in Sante Fe. 
About to leave, she thinks, “None 
of this would have unfolded the 
way it did if I didn’t walk every 
step of this journey.”

She is 19.
The real Mary Agnes lived 

a long life into the 1930s in 
Chicago, raising Sweeney’s 
grandmother and father.

Since 2016 Sweeney has 
published “Eliza Waite,” “An-
swer Creek” and “Hardland,” all 
award-winning novels.

By Anne Basye

Jo Wolfe has a lot to be grateful 
for this Thanksgiving. 

The executive director of the 
Skagit County Historical Museum 

says that its recent fall party netted 
the museum about $25,000 – a 
new high for an event that is just 
three years old. 

The new fire detection system, 
paid for by the raise the paddle 
segment of last year’s fundraiser, 
is up and running. When problems 
are detected, the system alerts 
Guardian Security, which calls the 
La Conner fire department, all in a 
matter of minutes. 

Visitors and participants in mu-
seum-sponsored programs have 
skyrocketed, from 3,800 in 2023 
to 6,000 so far in 2024. 

Over 900 school children on 
field trips have come for do-
cent-led tours of the museum’s 
collection or plunged into the 
19th century at all-day Skagit 
City School experiences. “They 
play tug of war, jacks and pick-up 
sticks and have sack races,” Wolfe 
explained, “and learn about coast 
Salish life and the county’s agri-

cultural history.” 
July’s Public History Day at the 

former Northern State Hospi-
tal grounds drew 500 people. 
Some shared stories, photos and 
memorabilia about relatives who 
worked or lived there. Others 
wanted to join the docent-led tour 
of a building or learn more about 
former residents. 

Public history days help fill 
what Wolfe calls “the Era Gap.” 
The Museum’s collection of 
artifacts is strong on the County’s 
earliest days, but thin on the 1940s 
and 1950s. Hosting public history 
days at Anacortes, Big Lake and 
Lake McMurray would uncov-
er rich material about the two 
Anacortes oil refineries as well as 
the logging camp era. “A lot of 
the early guys who came to work 
at the refineries are aging and we 
need to connect with them,” she 
said. 

Because more history is born 

every day, the museum’ sev-
en-person staff puts on more 
exhibits than it did 10 years ago 
with six staff members. 

A big new exhibit means an 
all-hands-on-deck focus for staff. 
For “Wick Peth and the History of 
Rodeo in Skagit County”, which 
closes in March, “everyone sat in 
on interviews with Liza and Dan 
Peth and helped choose items to 
display,” said Wolfe. Archivist 
Mari Densmore scanned photos 
and wrote captions. Collection 
manager Laynie Moran spent two 
weeks labeling and hanging the 
show. Volunteers – there are three 
dozen in all – were vital at every 
stage, from documenting, storing 
and scanning items and handling 
hospitality during openings. Once 
the exhibit opened, staff caught 
up on regular work they had set 
aside. 

“Our programs keep growing 
and our exhibits get more success-
ful,” said Wolfe. More staff hours 
are needed and she hopes the 
$25,000 raised for operations on 
Nov. 2 will expand hours for cur-
rent staff or fund a new position. 

Book review —

‘The Irish Girl’ reveals a woman ahead of her time

Skagit County Historical Museum thankful for a great year

(continued on page 8)
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SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON 

FOR KING COUNTY
IN RE THE ESTATES 

OF
DEAN EDWARD 

MILLER 
AND

KAREN L. MILLER
(HUSBAND AND 

WIFE)
DECEASED.

NO 24-4-07131-5 SEA
NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 

Glen R. Clausing has 
been appointed as personal 
representative of these es-
tates.  Any person having a 
claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the undersigned 
at the address stated below 
a copy of the claim and fil-
ing the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were 
commenced.
The claim must be pre-

sented within the later of: 
(1) Thirty days after the 
personal representative 
served or mailed the notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c); or (2) four months after 
the date of first publication 
of this notice.  If the claim 
is not presented within this 
time frame, the claim is for-
ever barred, except as oth-
erwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  
This bar is effective as to 
claims against both the 
decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

LEGAL NOTICES

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

November 20, 2024.
King County 11-15-24.  
Skagit County 11-20-24.
_/s/_______________
Glen R. Clausing, WSBA 

#5755
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
11225 SE 6th St., Ste 100 
Bellevue, WA 98004-5841
(425) 451-0508
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Nov. 20, 
27, and Dec. 4, 2024.

TOWN OF LA 
CONNER

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the Town of La 
Conner will hold a Public 
Hearing on Tuesday, De-
cember 10, 2024 to consid-
er 2025 Final Budget.  The 
Public Hearing will be held 
during the 6:00 PM regular 
Town Council Meeting lo-
cated at 204 Commercial 
Street (Upper Maple Cen-
ter).  The Public Hearing 
shall be for the purpose of 
receiving public comments, 
written or oral. Written 
comments are to be sub-
mitted to Town Hall or by 
email to financedirector@
townoflaconner.org pri-
or to the meeting, no later 
than 12:00 PM on Monday 
December 9, 2024.  This 
meeting will be held in per-
son with remote view only 
option available.  All mate-
rials and remote access will 
be available at www.town-
oflaconner.org/Calendar by 
December 6, 2024. 
By: /s/ Maria DeGoede, 

Finance Director 
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Dec. 4, 
2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON 
FOR SNOHOMISH 

COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF
IAN E. ELLIS,
DECEASED.

NO. 24-4-40103-31
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030

The personal represen-
tative named below has 
been appointed as personal 
representative of this es-
tate.  Any person having a 
claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at 
the address stated below a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were 
commenced.
The claim must be pre-

sented within the later of:  
(1) Thirty days after the 
personal representative 
served or mailed the notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c); or (2) four (4) months 
after the date of first pub-
lication of the notice.  If 
the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060.  This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and nonprobate assets.
DATE OF FILING COPY 

OF NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS with Clerk of Court:  
November 22, 2024.
DATE OF FIRST PUB-

LICATION: November 27, 
2024.
P E R S O N A L 

REPRESENTATIVE:
CHERI L. DUNN
A T T O R N E Y 

FOR PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE:
Amy C. Allison, WSBA 

#34317
Anderson Hunter Law 

Firm, P.S.
2707 Colby Avenue, Suite 

1001
Everett, WA  98201
COURT OF PROBATE 

PROCEEDINGS: Sno-
homish County Superior 
Court
AND CAUSE NUMBER: 

24-4-40103-31
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Nov. 27, 
Dec. 4, and Dec. 11, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON 

FOR SKAGIT 
COUNTY

NO. 24-4-00563-29
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF

ROBERT J. 
GILBERTSON, 

DECEASED
The personal represen-

tative named below has 
been appointed as personal 
representative of this es-
tate.  Any person having 
claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, pres-
ent the claim in the man-
ner as provided in RCW 
11.40.070 by serving on or 
mailing to the personal rep-
resentative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at 
the address stated below, a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim 
with the court in which the 
probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim 
must be presented within 
the later of: (1) Thirty days 
after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed 
the notice to the creditor 
as provided under RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice.  If 
the claim is not presented 

within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, ex-
cept as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060. This bar is ef-
fective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

November 27, 2024
Rae A. Gilbertson
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
ANDREW C. SCHUH, 

WSBA #47724
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336 / 227 Free-

way Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Nov. 27, 
Dec. 4, and Dec. 11, 2024.

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON

FOR SKAGIT 
COUNTY

ESTATE OF
RUTH ELLEN 

PRATER,
DECEASED.

NO.  24-4-00561-29
PROBATE NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
PLEASE TAKE 

NOTICE
The above Court has ap-

pointed me as Personal 
Representative of Dece-
dent’s estate.  Any person 
having a claim against the 
Decedent must present the 
claim: (a) Before the time 
when the claim would be 
barred by any applicable 
statute of limitations, and 
(b) In the manner provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.070: (i) 
By filing the original of the 
claim with the foregoing 
Court, and (ii) By serving 
on or mailing to me at the 
address below a copy of the 
claim.  The claim must be 
presented by the later of: 
(a) Thirty (30) days after I 
served or mailed this No-
tice as provided in RCW 
11.40.020(1)(c), or (b) 
Four (4) months after the 
date of first publication of 
this Notice.  If the claim 
is not presented within 
this time period, the claim 
will be forever barred ex-
cept as provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  
This bar is effective for 
claims against both the 
Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication 

of this Notice: December 

4, 2024
/s/ _______________
Gwendolyn M. Prat-

er Dalseg, Personal 
Representative
c/o Jayne Marsh Gilbert, 

WSBA #24656
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
314 Pine St, Ste 211, 

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Dec. 4, 
11, and 18, 2024.

STATE OF 
WASHINGTON 

CLARK COUNTY 
SUPERIOR COURT

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

PATRICIA A. 
BROOKS, 

DECEASED.
NO:  24-4-01311-06

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

The Estate Administra-
tor named below has been 
appointed as Estate Ad-
ministrator of this estate. 
Any person having a claim 
against the decedent must, 
before the time the claim 
would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute 
of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing 
to the Estate Administrator 
or the Estate Administra-
tor’s attorney at the address 
stated below a copy of the 
claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court 
in which the probate pro-
ceedings were commenced. 
The claim must be present-
ed within the later of: (1) 
Thirty days after the Es-
tate Administrator served 
or mailed the notice to the 
creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or 
(2) four months after the 
date of first publication of 
the notice. If the claim is 
not presented within this 
time frame, the claim is for-
ever barred, except as oth-
erwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. 
This bar is effective as to 
claims against both the 
decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of first publication: 

December 4, 2024
Estate Administrator: 

RICHARD D. BROOKS
Attorney for Estate Ad-

ministrator: NICHOLAS 
ALEXANDER
Address for mailing or 

service:
c/o Vancouver Wills and 

Trusts
405 W 13th Street
Vancouver, WA 98660
Court of probate proceed-

ings and cause number:
CLARK COUNTY SU-

PERIOR COURT, CAUSE 
NO. 24-4-01311-06
Published in the La Con-

ner Weekly News, Dec. 4, 
11, and 18, 2024.

journalists to chart their own 
success. He sent sales prospec-
tuses to university journalism 
schools. He recruited and met 
with some 20 La Conner and 
area residents in 2023 to explore 
potential group ownership of the 
newspaper.

He got a few nibbles, but no 
serious offers.

June 26, Stern wrote another 
editorial on the future of the paper 
on the seventh anniversary of his 
ownership. He said he wouldn’t 
publish the Weekly News beyond 
2024 and set a final issue date of 
Dec. 18.

Shelter Bay resident Andrew 
Ashmore was one of a few read-
ers to take the June 26 editorial 
seriously enough to act.

He and Aven Wright-McIntosh 
spearheaded a community 
meeting Sept. 25 that galvanized 
creation of La Conner 
Community News and its effort to 
preserve local news coverage in 
La Conner.

Stern reminded the 80 or so 
people who gathered to save 
Weekly News why he was selling.

“I’m tired. I’m toast. I’m 
burned to a crisp,” he said.

Twenty-one people volunteered 
to serve on an interim or perma-

nent board or expressed some oth-
er interest to preserve the Weekly 
News beyond 2024.

Board members and Stern 
met several times to discuss and 
understand newspaper business 
operations and staffing and how 
a group would operate a sole pro-
prietorship. However, the board 
ran out of time to create a new 
business plan and raise money to 
meet Stern’s schedule to present a 
purchase offer.

“It’s been difficult to organize 
a fundraising campaign” in such 
a short time, Ashmore said. “If 
we had started a year ago, we 
could’ve pulled it off.”

La Conner Community News is 
still getting pledges and dona-
tions, Ashmore said, “but not 
enough to move the needle.”

Ashmore stressed how much 
the community values the Weekly 
News and specifically Stern’s 
editorial voice. La Conner Com-
munity News will “regroup after 
the holidays” and study options 
for continuing Stern’s La Conner 
news legacy in some form other 
than a weekly printed newspaper.

Stern said Adams Publishing 
Group, owners of the Skagit 
Valley Herald, Anacortes Amer-
ican, Stanwood-Camano News 
and about 100 other newspapers 
across the U.S., has expressed 
interest in buying the La Conner 
Weekly News and its property on 

North Third Street.
Stern has long maintained it is 

not his responsibility to keep a 
newspaper open in town. 

“Of course I’m disappointed,” 
he said Tuesday. “I am inordinate-
ly proud of the quality and the 
depth of coverage that this news-
paper – through the hard work of 
the staff – has provided the past 
seven-and-a-half years. Since No-
vember 2022, I have reached out 
to people and editorialized more 
than once that community owner-
ship was the guaranteed route for 
continuing the newspaper.

“The newspaper is not dis-
tressed. The paper is a success. It 
is very sad to see it end.

“This odd democracy thing. 
People are literally watching it 
dribble away.”

Mayor Hanneman echoed the 
sentiment.

“I kind of equate it to a member 
of the family. Sometimes, we 
don’t always agree,” she said of 
the town’s relationship with the 
Weekly News. “But in this day 
and age of social media, we need 
that check and balance.”

Weekly News
. . . (from page 1)

century. At least 3.5 inches of 
rain has fallen 18 years. More 
than 4 inches of rain fell 14 
times. In nine years, over 5 
inches fell and 6 inches or more 
has fallen five times.

Five years since 2015 there 
has been at least 5.6 inches of 
rain. The most rain this century, 
8.1 inches, was 2021, when the 
Skagit River flooded downtown 
Mount Vernon.

Five years this century less 
than 3 inches of rain has fallen. 
Two of those years were 2019 
and 2020.

The 4.8 inches this November 
is 8% above the century aver-
age. It is the seventh month in 
a row of above average rain-
fall for the century. Nine of 11 
months have had above average 
rain. For the year, the 32.5 inch-
es of precipitation is 4.3 inches 

above the century average.
The fall’s first frost was Nov. 

29, 30.7 degrees, the month’s 
low temperature and one of 
four nights it dipped below 33 
degrees.

November’s high was 59.4 
degrees Nov. 10. The last 50-
plus degrees day was the 24th, 
the fifth day in a row over 50 
degrees.

The month was a little warmer 
than average for the century, 
with average temperature of 
45.3 degrees 1.3 degrees higher. 
The average daily high, at 50.8, 
almost matched the high for the 
last 25 years. The 40.5 degrees 
morning average was 2.5 de-
grees above the month’s century 
average.

No precipitation or tempera-
ture records were set. 

There is no data for 2003. 
Measurements and data are at 

Washington State University’s 
Mount Vernon weather station 
on Memorial Highway.

Rain report
. . . (from page 1)

State Route 20, the North 
Cascades Highway, has closed 
for the season due to adverse 
conditions and avalanche risk, 
Washington State Department of 
Transportation announced Nov. 

18. 
The highway is closed the 37 

miles between Ross Dam trail-
head (milepost 134) on the west 
side and Silver Star gate on the 
east side (milepost 171) 

N. Cascades Highway closed

“It’s been difficult to 
organize a fundraising 
campaign...”

Andrew Ashmore
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY. Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details, 855-
635-4229.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
money down + low monthly pay-
ment options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
with a $325 classified listing or 
$1600 for a display ad. Call this 
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for 
details. 

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a majority of 
people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how 
much you can save. Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 1-877-
765-1117. You will need your ZIP 
code to reach the right provider.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582.

FIND PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 6

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

HEADS UP
Kiwanis Annual Holiday Craft 
Show 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Satur-
day, Dec. 7, Maple Hall, 104 
Commercial St., La Conner. 
Christmas shop with locals. Or-
naments, bags, stickers, jewelry, 
tablecloths, toys, cards, wall 
art, cookies and pies for sale. 
Come early for the Rotary Club 
Santa Breakfast and stop by the 
vendors on your way out.

Town of La Conner public 
workshop on the use of the 
Commercial Transition Zone, 
aka the Moore Clark Area, 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 11, in Maple 
Hall, 104 Commercial St. Info: 
www.townoflaconner.org.

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish 
Library. 520 Morris St., La 
Conner. 360-466-3352. www.
laconnerswinomishlibrary.org/
events. Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays. 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturdays. Closed Sundays.
•	 Storytime for Children, 11 a.m. 

Fridays. 
•	 Tech Help Mondays, 3-5 p.m. 

Get 30 minutes of one-on-one 
technical help. Must register.

Mount Vernon Public 
Library. 208 W. Kincaid St., 
Mount Vernon. 360-336-6209, 

mountvernonwa.gov/175/Library. 
•	 Virtual Storytime to Go: 9 a.m. 

Saturdays.
•	 Virtual Bilingual Storytime: 9 

a.m. Sundays.
•	 Read Harder Book Club, 

noon-1 p.m. second Tuesdays.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220 
10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-
8067, cityofanacortes.org/220/
Library.
•	 Family Storytime, 10 a.m. 

Fridays. For ages birth to 5, 
siblings welcome.

•	 LEGO at the Library, 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Mondays.

•	 Teen Creative Writing, 2-3 
p.m. Wednesdays.

Burlington Public Library. 820 
E. Washington Ave., Burlington. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library. 
•	 Bilingual Storytime, 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Fridays. Ages 6 
and under with caregivers. 

•	 Wednesdays of Wonder, 3:30-
4:30 p.m. Wednesdays. Arts 
and crafts for children.

MUSEUMS
Museum of Northwest Art. 121 
S. First St., La Conner. 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, noon-5 
p.m. Sunday and Monday. 
monamuseum.org, 360-466-
4446. Exhibits through Jan. 12:
•	 Peter Millett: Built Forms is the 

first major institutional survey 
of the Seattle artist’s work.

•	 At the Seam: MoNA’s Perma-
nent Collection is an engage-
ment with the collection. 

•	 Outside In Gallery, Creative 
Response to Trauma: A Com-
munity Response. See art and 
writing from trauma survivors.

Skagit County Historical 
Museum. 360-466-3365 or 
skagitcounty.net/museum. Hours 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday-Sunday. 
Current exhibit through March 2:
•	 “Wick Peth: ‘The Original Ro-

deo Bullfighter’ and the History 
of Rodeo in Skagit County.” 

Pacific Northwest Quilt & 
Fiber Arts Museum. 703 S. 
Second St., La Conner. 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesday-Sunday. 
qfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288. 
Current exhibit: 
•	 2024 International Quilt & 

Fiber Art Festival Winners, 
through Dec. 22.

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle. 1-2 
p.m. Wednesdays, Burlington 
Senior Center. Info, email 
yogaheartspace0@gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. Meets 
4:30-6:30 p.m. Thursdays, Shel-
ter Bay Clubhouse. No auditions. 
Call Joan at 360-941-7507.

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

Skagit Valley Humane Society. 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington. 
360-757-0445. Volunteer and 
donate at skagithumane.org.

Swinomish Helping Hands 
Food Bank. Food distribution 2-5 
p.m. Thursdays, nonessentials 
every first Thursday. 17444 Snee 

Oosh Road, La Conner. 360-856-
2211. helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

La Conner Sunrise Food 
Bank. Food distribution 2:30-5 
p.m. Mondays, 602 S. Third 
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878. 
laconnerfoodbank.com.

MEETINGS
La Conner Thrives Associa-
tion is a new public group that 
focuses on tourism, 8:15 a.m. 
Mondays, 503 Morris St., La 
Conner. Info: Gina Torpey, 360-
228-8021 or 925-487-1848.

Restful Dementia Relief Ses-
sions, 11 a.m. Mondays at La 
Conner United Methodist Church, 
601 S. Second St. This is a 
therapeutic group for relaxation, 
cognitive improvement and joy. 
Free-will offering. Caregivers, 
please accompany those with 
dementia. Info: 206-939-2124.

Skagit Men’s Garden Club. All 
are welcome, 6-8 p.m. first Thurs-
days at Christianson’s Nursery, 
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon. 
SMGC promotes interest in 
recreational gardening.

Little Mountain Gamblers 
Anonymous. Meets at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays at Mount Vernon Senior 
Center, 1401 Cleveland Ave.

Town of La Conner Council 
Meeting, 6 p.m. second and 
fourth Tuesdays at Upper Maple 
Center. www.townoflaconner.org.

Skagit Cemetery District 1. 
Meets 5 p.m. second Thursdays 
at Lori Buher’s home, 17604 
Valentine Road, Mount Vernon.

Rotary Club of La Conner. 
laconnerrotary.org. 6-7 p.m. 
Mondays at Shawn O’Donnell’s 
Restaurant.

Skagit Conservation District. 
Regular board meeting at 7:30 
a.m. fourth Wednesdays, at 2021 
E. College Way, Suite 205, Mount 
Vernon. 360-428-4313. Public is 
welcome.

Submit an event
Get eyes on your event 
in advance! Go to 
laconnerweeklynews.com/
page/community-events-
calendar/105 and submit 
your event!

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor

If I could bake a different pie each week, I 
would be content. On the menu for breakfast, 
afternoon snacks and for dessert after dinner. 
That’s at least three slices a day! 

Apple Pear Pie

Ingredients
•	 Pie crusts, two
•	 Apples, 2 or 3
•	 Pears, 3
•	 Brown sugar, 1/4 

cup
•	 White sugar, 1/4 

cup
•	 Butter, 2 table-

spoons
•	 Lemon juice, 2 

tablespoons
•	 Cinnamon, 1 tea-

spoon

Preparation
Peel and slice ap-

ples and pears. Place 
one pie crust in bot-
tom of pan. Layer with 
apples and pears. 
Sprinkle sugars, 
cinnamon, lemon juice 
on top and dot with 
butter. Add top crust 
and crimp sides. Bake 
in preheated 350 F 
oven for 45 minutes to 
50 minutes. 

Optional: Cover 
edges of pie crust with 
foil and remove during 
last 10 minutes of 
baking.
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Fantastic Selection of Barware, Giftware
& Ornaments In Stock!

Excellent Jewelry of All Kinds In Store
& Ready for Your Holiday Giving

BURTON JEWELERS
Get Festive!

REGISTERED JEWELER AMERICAN GEM SOCIETY

7th & Commercial in Anacortes Washington
burtonjewelers.com • 888-293-6469 • info@burtonjewelers.com

Hours 10:30am – 5:00pm, Tuesday – Saturday

Complimentary gift wrapping, always. Shipping service available.

Make it a Hometown Thanksgiving this year! Lunch On Us! 
Shop with us on Friday Nov. 29th or Sat. 30th and get a gift 

certificate for local lunch spots. (With purchase over $200)

We encourage you to work with us by appointment for custom design, complex 
jewelry repairs, appraisal questions or personalized shopping experiences.

And Greet the Coming Holiday Season
with Excitement

1.22ct Oval Ruby with
.25ct Diamonds in 18k

White Gold

Lds. Dia. Ring with 0.50 
tw of Fancy cut Diamonds 
all set in 14 kt White gold

Whiskey decanter and 
tumblers

Simon Pearce
Handblown Glass
Christmas Trees

Wonderful Selection
of Beautiful Christmas

14 kt Yellow gold Tree 
Pendant with Diamonds 

0.32 tw

Fantastic Selection of Barware, Giftware
& Ornaments In Stock!

Excellent Jewelry of All Kinds In Store
& Ready for Your Holiday Giving

BURTON JEWELERS
Get Festive!

Hours 10:30am – 5:00pm, Tuesday – Saturday

Complimentary gift wrapping, always. Shipping service available.

Make it a Hometown Thanksgiving this year! Lunch On Us! 
Shop with us on Friday Nov. 29th or Sat. 30th and get a gift 

certificate for local lunch spots. (With purchase over $200)

Special Extended Holiday Hours: Open Monday to Saturday until 
Christmas from 10:30 AM to 5:00 PM. Open Sundays from December 

15th to 22nd from 12 PM to 4 PM.

Join us for the Holiday Art Walk on Friday, December 6th, from 6 PM to 8 PM. 
It’s the opening night of the Burton Eclectic Art Show featuring paintings and 

sculptures. Live entertainment will be available during the Art Walk.

POLICE BLOTTER

Now it’s time to say good-bye
Publisher and Editor Ken Stern is retiring.

Get your final word in: Praise him, Curse him, Wish him well. Place your name in the last issue of the La Conner Weekly News.

Your Independent Hometown Award-winning Newspaper

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS 

Best to email your goodbye message to production@laconnernews.com
Fill out and bring to office with payment. If invoiced, cost is $15.50/inch

Deadline Friday, Dec. 13th end of the day.

Your Name   ____________________________________ Phone  ____________

Email (for invoicing purposes)   ____________________________________

Your personalized Messege

1 x 1

2 x 2

$15. 15

$30. 30

$60. 60

1 x 2

SIZE COST WORDS

Your farewell ad in 
the Dec. 18 final 
Weekly News at 

$15. per inch

SUBCRIBER ALERT! 
Your response is needed

Time to close the book on subscriptions
I. Subscribers with a BALANCE

Request payment by emailing: production@laconnernews.com
Payments will be made in January

II. Subscribers owing on their 2024 renewals
Over $9,000 in subscriptions are unpaid

Are you one of the hundreds who owe? Find your invoice:

Your Independent Hometown Award-winning Newspaper

LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS 

1. Check your email inbox
2. Search your unpaid bills pile
3. Ask via editor@laconnernews.com
4. Mail your payment: P.O. Box 1465, La Conner 98257
5. Pay at office: 119 North Third Street, La Conner
6. Click the pay button on your e-invoice

Thank you for your dedicated support of your newspaper!

→

360-631-5218   •   www.mqstanwood.com
8706 271st St. NW, Stanwood, WA 

Bitters Co. Holiday Open House   

      December 7th ~ 14th 
          11a ~ 4p daily 

Come join us for a cup of hot cider 
while perusing our selection of           

handcrafted housewares. 
      14034 Calhoun Rd., Mt.Vernon 

(2 miles east of La Conner)
      360-466-3550

Bitters Co. Holiday Open House

December 7th ~ 14th
11a ~ 4p daily

Come join us for a cup of hot cider while perusing 
our selection of handcrafted housewares.

14034 Calhoun Rd., Mt. Vernon
(2 miles east of La Conner)

360-466-3550 / www.bittersco.com

Tuesday, Nov. 26
11:13 a.m.: So loose it slipped 
away – Report of a loose horse 
that was running in the roadway 
and through farm fields. The call-
er lost sight of the horse and a 
deputy could not locate it. Beaver 
Marsh Rd / SR 536, greater La 
Conner.

Wednesday, Nov. 27
11:33 p.m.: Lights suspiciously 
off – Marina security called in 
a report of a suspicious vehicle 
driving the parking lots with its 
lights off. The vehicle fled when 
it saw security and a deputy was 
unable to locate it in the area. 
The plate did return to a local 
owner who the deputy is attempt-
ing to contact. Pearl Jensen Wy, 
La Conner.

Friday, Nov. 29
9:15 a.m.: Why we lock cars 
– Caller reported a purse taken 
from her unlocked vehicle. A dep-
uty is still investigating possible 
suspects. Myrtle St., La Conner. 

Saturday, Nov. 30
10:17 a.m.: That’s a long ride 
– Tractor stolen from a farm that 
was GPS tracked to a location 
east of Sedro-Woolley. The 
tractor was recovered with an 
ongoing investigation. Farm to 
Market Rd., Bay View.

6:14 p.m.: Deer, dog, both? – 
Caller reported an injured dog 
on the side of the road. This was 
a deer that had been hit and 
was deceased. The deer was 
removed by law enforcement. 
Maple Ave., La Conner.

Thanks to $110,000 arriving 
soon from the county’s Lodging 
Tax Advisory Board, the muse-
um’s marketing and promotion is 
healthy. 

“One hundred percent of our 
advertising/marketing budget is 
Hotel/Motel funds from Skagit 
County and Town of La Conner,” 
said Wolfe. “The money lets 
us invest in marketing without 
impacting our regular operations 
funding.” 

Marketing makes a difference. 
“Some of our past exhibits have 
had splashy openings and little 

attendance afterwards,” she noted. 
“But this year, in part due to in-
creased social media and promo-
tion, attendance is steady.” 

Attendance at the Wick Peth ex-
hibit is still strong. Dan Peth and 
Liza Peth Bott showed their sup-
port for the museum by winning 
the bid for next year’s naming 
rights for the museum’s east wing, 
home to rotating exhibits. Wick 
and Dorothy Peck’s names have 
already been put on the wall. 

“Thank you for preserving 
our legacy,” Peth Bott told party 
attendees. 

Wolfe and her team are happy 
to oblige, saying, “That’s our job, 
to preserve and present County 
history.” 

Museum thanks
. . . (from page 5)
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