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" An unusual Skagit Valley sunrise

RED SKY AT MORNING, WE ALL NEED TO TAKE WARNING — This was sunrise Saturday off of Bradshaw Road. Farm staff
were out in the field getting ready to start the day. “The sky was really orange and thick with smoke. Farmers were still out there
working: We have to eat” are the photographer’s notes.

Unhealthy air came in Friday for weekend

By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner High School football
team lost its season home opener on
Saturday — not to non-league opponent
Forks but to poor air quality.

The Braves’ grid contest at
Whittaker Field was nixed due to
thick, stifling wildfire smoke that
began hovering in the La Conner
area Friday and lingered through the
weekend.

The Northwest Clean Air Agency
Board issued a Stage 1 air quality
burn ban for the Island, Skagit and
Whatcom tri-county region Friday
morning. That ban, separate from
existing fire safety burns, was in
response to increased fire dangers.

Skagit County Commissioner Ron
Wesen, who serves on the NWCAA
board of directors, said Friday that
smoky air here was pushed by winds
from wildfires ignited by lightning
strikes in the North Cascades and

elsewhere.

Winds carried in smoke from British
Columbia and eastern Washington,
compromising regional air quality on
what was already forecast as a hot, dry
weekend.

By Saturday afternoon, conditions
had worsened with residents reporting
seeing ash particles in the air. The
haze-shrouded sun appeared as a
brilliant reddish-orange ball overhead,
an odd combination of beauty and
repulsion, which some dubbed a “Sci-
Fi” look.

A NWCAA statement Saturday
stressed that people can inhale tiny
smoke particles deeply into their lungs,
causing damage to delicate tissue and
capable of triggering asthma attacks,
making breathing more difficult and
aggravating heart and respiratory
problems.

Wildfire smoke can be especially
harmful for children, people aged 65
and older and those with pre-existing

— Photo by Sarah Walls

health conditions.

La Conner Schools responded with
a Saturday morning announcement
posted on social media, posting.
“Due to the fires and smoke in Skagit
County, today’s La Conner home
football game is canceled.”

The Slider Café on Morris Street
made changes, too, reducing its
weekend hours, closing on Saturday
and making patio seating available
Sunday upon request.

Air quality began improving Sunday
afternoon. With winds sweeping out
wildfire smoke and improved air
quality, Monday morning NWCAA
ended its Stage 1 air quality burn
ban for Island, Skagit, and Whatcom
counties. Skagit County’s fire safety
burn ban remains in place.

As for La Conner football, the
Braves are scheduled to play at Friday
Harbor Sept. 16 at 6:30 p.m. barring
another round of air quality issues.

Maritime industry zoning
Port of Skagit reguest

By Ken Stern

Adding a chapter creating a Port Industrial Zone
in the Town of La Conner’s Uniform Development
Code will “preserve” for the long term the Port of
Skagit’s La Conner Marina property for maritime
industries, Port Communications Director Linda
Tyler wrote in response to Weekly News questions
about the Sept. 20 town planning commission
hearing. The Port made a 2022 recommendation
for a change to the Town’s code in January.

The proposed chapter, 15.42, Port Industrial
Zone, allows 60 foot tall buildings. Mavrik
Marine’s expansion in 2020-2021 was approved
under a variance. “Maritime manufacturing
businesses in this area need more height,” Tyler
wrote, and “the proposed La Conner Maritime
project is also going to need additional height to
meet their business needs.”

Tyler notes that 60-foot buildings at the mari-
na’s location at the north end of La Conner will
have “less impact on the Town’s visual profile.”

The Port seeks the new zoning chapter in
response to the continued growth in maritime
manufacturing at its facilities. Moorage demand at
its marina has surged from people seeking the out-
doors as a result of the pandemic. Yacht broker's
success indicates that recreational boating demand
will increase, Tyler pointed out.

It is too early for projecting the number and
types of businesses, jobs created, impact on infra-
structure or the community, or the length of time
even for the first phase of development or to esti-
mate costs, Tyler wrote. The Port is “committed to
(a) public process and want a well-conceived and
carefully planned future for the property, includ-
ing a good understanding of infrastructure needs
and costs, as well as potential impacts such as
traffic volume.

The proposed zoning code change is entirely
maritime industry based. It is separate from
the planning and visioning for a mixed use
development shared with the La Conner
community in May. No commercial zoning
changes have been requested. Tyler writes, “The
preliminary planning process will conclude with
an open house in November where citizens will
have another opportunity to come talk to the Port
about what we have learned in our preliminary
work and to continue to share ideas and comments
with us.”

Port Executive Director Sara Young said,
“Marine trades businesses are a priority for the
area and we are looking at what else makes sense.
Whatever redevelopment brings, the idea is to re-
vitalize the Marina and be complementary to and
cohesive with the town.

“We are in the very early stages of planning and

(continued on page 6)

Joyce Johnson helps protect more farmiand in Skagit

At 104, greater La Conner resident
Joyce Johnson has taken a stand for
farmland.

Last week she finalized, with Skagit
County’s Farmland Legacy Program, a
conservation easement on her 57-acre
property to permanently protect the
land for agricultural use.

“My brothers and uncle were
farmers, but they never owned their
land,” said the longtime member of
the La Conner Civic Garden Club in a
county press release. “They would be
so happy to know that I own this land.
My father would be, too. And now it’s
protected.”

The property near the corner of
Bradshaw and Calhoun Roads has
been leased to the Roozen family
since 1979. Before that, Johnson’s late
husband Stan Johnson and his family
farmed the land.

“That land is the best of the best,”
says John Roozen, co-owner of the
Washington Bulb Company along with
his siblings. “I’m really excited about
seeing it protected.” The company will
likely put in 20 acres of tulips behind
Johnson’s house next spring.

Bulb crops rotate on a five-year-
cycle to minimize soil disease.
Rotation crops are grown between

bulb crop years. “We trade a lot of
our ground, like the Johnsons’, with
farming partners and a dairy farm
partner,” says William Roozen.

The Johnson farm is in close
proximity to a number of Skagit
County Farmland Legacy conservation
easements. Approximately 290 acres
of protected farmland surround Mrs.
Johnson’s farm in a one-mile radius.

“Protecting contiguous parcels of
farmland ensures Skagit farmers can
continue feeding the world,” says
Commissioner Lisa Janicki. “The
future of farming is more secure
because of the Johnson family’s
decision to protect this agricultural
land.”

Johnson’s 57 acres bring the total
to more than 14,000 acres of Skagit
County farmland now protected from
the threat of incompatible residential
and industrial use. The county paid
$110,000 in conservation futures tax
funds for the permanent protection of
Johnson’s farmland.

Total protected acreage represents
16% of the roughly 89,000 acres
designated Agriculture-Natural
Resource land in Skagit County, as of
August 2022.

Source: Skagit County government

AMY MCADAM AND JOYCE JOHNSON

Residents plan to be

heard at public hearing
By Ken Stern

A group of residents intend to do their civic
duty and be heard at the public hearing called by
the Town of La Conner Planning Commission
Tuesday. The Port of Skagit submitted its
recommendation last January for a new chapter
creating a port industrial zone in the Town’s code.
In August town planner Michael Davolio prepared
a 27 page document, “Suggested 2022 Code
Changes,” for the planning commission.

Town residents have been preparing, also. Over
20 attended a meeting at Maggie Wilder’s Sept.

6, their second after a session at Renee and Jim
Matthews in August. An attendee said the group
was “kind of fired up about going to the meeting
and letting their ideas be known.”

Their overall concern is with the leadership
of town. Residents started paying attention
and became galvanized with the purchase and
sale of the Hedlin Maple Avenue ballfield
property in 2021. This attendee, who asked
to be anonymous, pointed to “the focus of the
planner seems to be, in our opinion, misplaced
to make development too easy at the expense of
the neighborhoods.” The group wants planning
redirected to serve the neighborhoods and the
majority of the town’s residents. Intimated was
that economic development take a smaller role in
the community’s development.

Their three-page summary states they “covered
important ground,” primarily — and necessarily —
mirroring Davolio’s list, but the 306 Center Street
condominium project was their first concern.

(continued on page 6)
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From the editor —

Planning the community’s future

It is mid-September. The decision train — trains, actually — are
boarding. It is time to get on if you do not want to be left behind
as Town of La Conner governmental entities prepare trips into
2023 — and beyond.

First on the schedule is a Sept. 19 town conversation for
residents to come together and talk. It is organized by La
Conner Town Council’s communication committee. They want
to hear from citizens and listen for celebrations, concerns,
trends, hopes and ideas. It starts at 6:30 p.m. in Maple Hall.

Come early the next night for the public hearing in front of
the town’s planning commission. On the agenda are potential
municipal code changes. The Port of Skagit has asked that a
Port Industrial Zone chapter be added. It will specify marine
manufacturing and maritime services for the goal of supporting
a strong maritime economy. This is not a follow up to the mixed
use proposal presentation last May. The new chapter does
sanction 60 foot building heights.

The 2023 Town of La Conner budget train is already rolling.
Last evening town council started discussion, hearing from
the directors of public works and the wastewater treatment
plant. On Sept. 27 presentations for the fire department and
other general fund departments budgets are planned. By Nov.
2 council will get Mayor Ramon Hayes’ draft budget. There
will be public hearings at the November council meetings
and perhaps December's. In recent years almost no one has
spoken at budget hearings.

And, last night the Town bought a piece of property on which
they may site — or champion having — a tiny house village.
Residents might want to weigh in on that.

Talk about drinking out of a fire hose. The last three weeks
the Weekly News has reported on the Sept. 20 planning
commission public hearing and the Port’s request for a new
zoning chapter. Only resident Linda Talman expressed concern
for public participation. She was quoted in August questioning
if a large citizen turn out will crowd the second story meeting
room next week.

Good for her. Council, mayor and staff are not organizing,
preparing or advocating for community involvement ahead of
critical decisions on municipal code changes that may open the
door for increased development at the north end of town.

South end economic development is also being planned,
assisted by a $30,000 planning grant by the state. La Conner’s
potential to grow is vast. Folks who champion new business
and jobs in the community are doing exactly that, advocating
for the future they want.

The annual budget is a planning document as well as a list of
expenditures and revenue sources. Here is a small example:

a line item for the new La Conner Swinomish Library, the first
funding commitment from our local government.

La Conner — the town government, the school district, the
business community, residents, have, from the 30,000 foot
level — and perhaps at ground level — come through the two
worst years of the coronavirus pandemic in amazingly good
shape. By a strict accounting of tax dollars, town coffers are
overflowing as tourists continue to love La Conner and month
after month sales tax revenue records are set. Through all that,
the community — as a governed entity — has not drawn closer
together, has not been rallied to common purpose.

There have been common discontents — property
development projects on Maple Avenue and Center Street
that have stirred loud criticisms. Those have not turned
into opportunities to invite discussion and participation for
visioning and planning a future that minimizes ad hoc private
development and offers a road map for a sustainable future.

The communications committee has heard and captured
resident sentiment that our ongoing prosperous and developing
La Conner maintain the small town values that everyone
holds dear. That sentiment is loved. A vision for prosperity that
protects the present day La Conner? Where is the train that will
bring us to that destination? Who is holding hearings on getting
us there?

— Ken Stern

Musings - on the editor’s mind

Something felt odd being outdoors Friday. The hazy heat was
tempered mid-afternoon by a sky turned gray with smoke from distant
wildfires. That tilted the day away from a typical end of summer
northern Puget sound experience. And consider, we would have faced a
hotter day if the smoke had not blocked the sun's rays.

How quickly human induced climate change changes the weather.
Thursday the forecast was for highs in the 80s and maybe reaching 90
degrees. At 11:15 a.m. Saturday I was switching to jeans and a long
sleeve shirt as smoke created overcast cooked temperatures down to the
50s. The famous Skagit Valley mystic light had an odd brownish tinge
to it.

The heat forecast collided with smoke warnings and smoke tri-
umphed, smothering the sun and lowering temperatures.

That was the morning. By 1 p.m. an orange red beach ball sun shined
through the haze and the air tried to feel warm. The sunlight bleached
to a light late day orangish hue and tree and building shadows were
pale and weak.

Sunday the morning started cool, caused by the smoke again block-
ing the sun. By 9 a.m. the sun broke through, again shining weakly,
the light that odd orange red on surfaces. The smoke also reached the
ground, hanging visibly at just the right height for inhaling.

My thoughts turned, melodramatically, to newscasts from the Dust
Bowl era and air turned brown over New York from Great Plains soil.
Dust was in the air for years in the 1930s and made it to the east coast
more than once. Look it up.

Forecasts on the radio warned of dust clouds rolling east, but when
they arrived to darken and chill New York City, many had to be taken
by surprise and surely everyone was awed by the event.

Is anyone surprised today when smoke from east of the Cascades
gets in their eyes?

LETTER

Town council decisions

The Sept. 13 town council
meeting will be over before you
read this. I hope that the council
will determine “who’s on first”
so you know what to expect at
the Sept. 20 planning commis-
sion public hearing. (This situ-
ation is described in the letter I
posted on the town website. The
issue is that we really don’t know
what recommendations will be
made for updating the town’s
municipal code on the 20th and
what year it will be accepted.)

If you attended the council
meeting or read the Sept. 21
Weekly News you will know
that the town is behind on permit
applications. By state law, these
will be automatically granted
if they are not acted upon in a
certain number of days.

You will also learn that a
generous gift of property has be-
come the property of the town —
with the condition that it become
a public park, or go to parks and
recreation or other needs of the
town as determined by the buyer
— the town. (That didn’t work out
so well last time.)

A little park there could
make up for the hurt caused to
the town by the Maple Street
disaster. I can imagine kids going
there through an easement path
— since there is no road into it.

I can also imagine some truly
affordable houses as defined by
the state. Just have the town give
it to the Community Action or
the Skagit Home Trust or Habitat
for humanity. I can also imagine
giving it the Skagit Land Trust to
be put into a conservancy area.

Any of those would be suit-
able. And only those. It should
not be sold to a developer.

Let your voice be heard.

Cheers,

Linda Talman
La Conner

A view from the Port of Skagit —
The Future of the La Conner Marina

By Sara Young

It’s an exciting time at the La Conner Marina. The Port of Skagit,
which built and owns the Marina, has been considering the needs of
this important property and future opportunities for more than 15 years.
We’ve had a lot of great conversations with members of the community
since our visioning presentation in May 2022 during the joint meeting
with La Conner’s town council and planning commission.

As the Port develops a vision and plan for the site, there will be
more opportunities for public input. We also want to take some time to
provide information to the community along the way. This column will
serve as the first in a series to connect with you — the community — to
provide updates and engagement through the process. We want to start
by sharing more about the Port of Skagit, our role and where we are

today.

Ports are special purpose districts authorized under RCW 53 to pro-
vide economic development functions and public infrastructure. Ports
have a broad scope of activities, but a common theme is maintaining
certain critical facilities in public ownership to serve the greater good.
Within the Town of La Conner, we are subject to the same land use
rules and regulations as any private citizen.

The Port is currently requesting changes to the industrial zone at the
north end of our property to better support the marine manufacturing
businesses there and focus allowable uses on the marine trades, a use
the Port believes should be prioritized in perpetuity as a foundational

component of a maritime economy.

Separate from the industrial zone code changes, the Port is undergo-
ing a feasibility study for redeveloping 13 acres of the Marina property,
home to the Marina office, RV Park, storage units and several aging
buildings. This study will inform the Port of viable options to meet our
mission of economic development and job creation, while supporting
and enhancing the local maritime industry and creating synergy with
downtown and the greater La Conner community.

Our goal for the property is to create a vibrant community water-
front space with a home for marine trades, better pedestrian access
with downtown, improved waterfront access and green space. We are
evaluating whether mixed use and residential elements have a place at
the Marina. Housing is not traditional Port work, but we understand the
lack of housing is having an impact on employers currently.

As we develop future plans, we have great sensitivity to and appreci-
ation for the unique history and character of La Conner. The La Conner
Marina has brought commerce, recreation, tourism, jobs and quality of
life to our community for the past five decades. The time has come to
rebuild aging infrastructure. With this initiative, we hope to revitalize
this marina and bring positive impact to La Conner for generations to

come.

We are early in this process and committed to transparency and open
communication. The Port will host a community workshop in Novem-
ber to share what we’ve heard and learned so far through our visioning

work. We’re listening.

Young became the Port’s executive director in 2021 after being

director of planning and facilities.

LETTERS

Padilla Bay Foundation thanks

Padilla Bay Foundation
recently held Brunch at the Bay
2022 at the Padilla Bay National
Estuarine Research Reserve
on a beautiful PNW summer
day in August. The over 100
attendees enjoyed fresh grilled
oysters and other locally sourced
foods, while overlooking the
Bay, connecting with friends
old and new, listening to great
jazz and touring the aquarium
and gift shop in the Breazeale
Interpretive Center.

The event raised funds
toward a backup/emergency
power supply system to protect
the aquarium creatures. We
celebrated the completion of the
touch pool and recognized the
contributions of Paul Dinnel,
serving on the PBF Board for
over 30 years. PBF wishes to
thank our generous sponsors:
The Port of Skagit, Skagit Soils
Inc., Terramar Brewing and The
Drain Doctor. We also thank
Fidalgo Coffee, Schuh Farms,
Indulge Bakery and Whidbey
Island Bagels Mount Vernon;
they provided in-kind support.
We would not have been able
to pull off this fabulous event
without the efforts of the PBF
Board, the Padilla Bay Reserve
staff and all of our wonderful
volunteers including those from
Naval Station Whidbey Island
and Banner Bank.

On behalf of the Padilla Bay
Foundation Board, we thank our
generous volunteers, sponsors
and donors and look forward to
celebrating at Brunch at the Bay
2023.

Mary Mae Hardt
Padilla Bay Foundation

Meet a trans person

An opinion piece in the New
York Times last week was titled
“America is Being Consumed
by a Moral Panic over Trans
People.” If the ramifications of
this weren’t so cruel, I would be
tempted to laugh.

What is so scary about people
who identify as transgender?

All that means is that their sex
chosen for them at birth does not
match their gender now that they
are old enough to be able to say/
demonstrate what their gender
is. Sexual anatomy and gender
may not agree. One comes from
fetal development of body parts,
and the other comes from the for-
mation of the frontal lobe of the
brain. Kind of like personality.
Everybody’s personalities differ.
Each personality is their own.
No one tries to tell them what
their personality is. And no one
can tell anyone else what their
gender is.

It is pretty simple. So why the
panic? As population percentage
goes, trans folks are about 0.6%
of the population. We are a pretty
benign group. We don’t storm
the Capitol, we aren’t big on gun
ownership, we don’t really care
which bathroom you use. And
last time I checked, we weren’t
hogging all the Olympic medals.

We aren’t the major offenders
in terms of sexual assault,
although trans women of color
are way too often the victims of
sexual assault/homicide. Trans
children and their parents seem
to be particularly frightening
to some state politicians. The
misinformation that is being
spread is pretty horrifying. I am
not aware of any trans toddlers
that are receiving hysterectomies

or being castrated.

Are we really so naive as to
believe these ludicrous stories?
Maybe you haven’t met a trans
person. I would be happy to
make your acquaintance. |
promise I am not worth the
panic.

Linden Jordan
Marblemount

Shavers has character

I am glad to see law enforce-
ment action taken in the recent
case of 115 puppies being held
on Cape Horn Road (“Puppies
Seized outside Concrete,” Skagit
Valley Herald, Sept 7, 2022). It is
shameful that we treat vulnerable
animals as commodities without
regard to their welfare.

I am grateful we have a law in
Washington state that regulates
such puppy mills and enables
law enforcement to act. Howev-
er, | am dismayed that the law
was passed with only one vote
from our Legislative District 10
representatives. Dave Paul voted
in favor and Greg Gilday and
Ron Muzzall opposed it.

The law is very mild, en-
abling breeders to keep up to 50
dogs for breeding purposes and
requires breeders to provide only
enough space for dogs to turn
around and lie down. That is not
a high bar for anyone who cares
about the health of their breeding
animals.

As I research candidates to
make an informed decision in
November, I look for clues to
their character and their values
in how they vote. I hope you do
too. We have a great alternative
for LD 10 in Clyde Shavers.
Brenda Cunningham
Mount Vernon
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Fire District 13 will not join Anacortes study

By Bill Reynolds

Fire District 13 and the
Anacortes Fire Department enjoy
a strong working relationship.

But theirs is, in the truest
sense, a limited partnership.

On Thursday, Sept. 8,
commissioners opted not to join
Anacortes in a comprehensive
operations and services study,
which was designed to address
the feasibility of the two
departments jointly developing
a fire station in the March Point
area.

The commission had
entertained for the past month a
proposal that FD 13 participate
financially in the study, a plan
Anacortes Fire Chief Bill Harris
and former chief Richard Curtis
presented in August.

“They invited us to join in and
participate in an overview of the
service area,” said Commission
Chairman Bruce Shellhamer.
“We’re grateful that they were
here.

“But we’re coming off our
own five-year plan, well led
by Capt. (Ted) Taylor, and feel
we’re in a very good position
moving forward,” Shellhamer
added. “My concern is the cost
of the study, which would not be
insignificant to us, and joining in
the cost of building a fire hall.

“To me,” he said, “it just feels
a little premature.”

Shellhamer said he feared
the district would incur debt by
taking part in the Anacortes plan.

Commissioner J.J. Wilbur

concurred.

“I value our relationships
with other services, but I share
your concern,” Wilbur told
Shellhamer. “I look forward to
working with Anacortes in other
ways.”

With Commissioner John
Doyle absent, Shellhamer and
Wilbur agreed to draft a letter
“gracefully declining” the offer.

District Fire Chief Wood Weiss
supported the commission action.

“I’m in line with that, too,” he
said.

The commission later
agreed with the chief’s plea to
implement signing and retention
stipends to help curb the loss
of district personnel to career
departments.

While language must still be
crafted by legal counsel, stipends
will add compensation for those
who commit to remaining with
the district for a pre-determined
period.

“A lot of people are being
hired right now,” Weiss said,
“and it won’t be slowing down.
We have to react to it. It’s
beating us down.”

The commissioners endorsed
the concept of loyalty stipends
to retain district personnel who
otherwise might be tempted to
hire on with larger departments.

As an example, Shellhamer
said he has been told that the
Bellingham Fire Department is
on the verge of a major hiring
campaign.

“They’re looking to hire 30
people this year,” he said.

“It’s the world we live in
today, post-COVID,” Wilbur
said. “Wages are rising. Demand
(for labor) is there, not just in
this industry, but in all industries,
for employment. We have to
invest in our people and keep
them here.”

Career departments are now
hiring personnel with as few
as six months experience when
before a new firefighter-first
responder would typically log
two years before being recruited.

Shellhamer suggested that the
commission could call a special
meeting prior to the panel’s
Oct. 13 session if more specific
language and stipend amounts
are formulated between now and
then.

In other business, Weiss said
FD 13 and the Town of La
Conner and McLean Road fire
departments are planning a tri-
department structure fire training
drill in October.

Taylor, in his district
emergency management report,
said there is “development of a
communitarian spirit” under way
to help residents embrace the
teamwork and communication
skills necessary to effectively
respond to major earthquakes
and other natural disasters.

Additionally, former
commissioner Bobbie Scopa has
released her book, “Both Sides of
the Fire Line,” Weiss said, with
Scopa having signed books in
Anacortes.

Farm to Market
Road now open

Farm To Market Road and
Josh Wilson roads are open at
the intersection. The roundabout
construction project is finished,
Skagit County Public Works
announced Sept. 9.

While the project is largely
complete, the contractor will be
performing some minor finish
work over the next few weeks.
Drivers will see only limited
impacts to travel as this work is
accomplished.

The project included installa-
tion of an illumination system,
various drainage improvements
and utility work.

The two-phase project was
started in summer, 2021. Com-
bined cost is over $5.8 million.

The Bayview Ridge Urban
Growth Area is the fastest grow-
ing area in Skagit County.

Source: Skagit County Public
Works

THEATRE

> September 10-12 Film:

Where the Crawdads Sing
SAT & MoN 7:30 PM / SUN 5:30 PM

> September 16, 18, 19 Film:

Three Thousand Years of Longing
FRI & MoN 7:30 PM / SUN 5:30 PM

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Dudestock - September 17
lona Fyfe - September 23
Nat'l Silent Film Day - Sept 29
The Skagit Drag Show - Oct 1

7128. 1t St- Mount Vernon @ gt ®
360.336.8955 [
lincolntheatre.org @i

AL
HOME

RECEPTION ROOM
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY
MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153
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Ala Conner
COVID-19 case

The coronavirus is still among
us. A La Conner Weekly News
staff member called late Wednes-
day afternoon to report a positive
test and not feeling well. That
was still the situation Monday.

Staff started wearing masks in
the office Thursday. Policy is to
test before working. Those with
the same test results — negative
or positive — can come to work.
Staff will follow federal Centers
for Disease Controls protocols
for coming to work.

All staff members are vaccinat-
ed and have booster shots.

The pandemic is not over and
it is not past.

State parks free
Sept. 24

OLYMPIA — State parks and
lands have free entrance Sept. 24,
in recognition of National and
Washington Public Lands Day. A
Discover Pass will not be needed
to park. Discover Pass free days
apply to all visitor parking on
Department of Natural Resources
and Department of Fish and
Wildlife lands and in day-use
areas at Washington state parks.

Source: Washington State
Parks

ONLINE GO TO:

www.laconnerweeklynews.com

We're more than just a great rate

Bank-issued,
FDIC-insured

Scott A Price
Financial Advisor
708 E Morris St Ste C

La Conner, WA 98257
360-466-2933

FDI-1916L-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO,, L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/06/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up
to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each
account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs
can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in
market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Town sales tax revenue
tops $70,000 first time

By Ken Stern

Off the charts: the $70,383 the
Town of La Conner lists in its
August sales tax revenue report
is the highest total ever. The
August data, from the state's
Department of Revenue, captures
June sales, always the highest
revenue month. This year's
collection is 12% above 2021's
and the first time over $70,000.

The year-to-date total is
$446,300. The town’s 2022
budget income projection will be
met next month.

As in 2021, collections have
set records monthly, except
January’s.

The $19,137 in hotel/motel
revenue is the highest August
collection also. The year's budget
projection may be met next
month.

August's firetruck sales tax
receipt of $7,020 is the first time

over $7,000 and raises the year's
collection to nearly reach the
annual total budgeted.

Town revenues in almost every
fund are exceeding projections,
led by the two Real Estate
Excise Taxes (REET) totaling
$66,967, each 166% of annual
projected income. The three
wastewater treatment plant funds
together average 75% of their
year's revenues, ahead of the
67% estimate for eight months,
assuming equitable monthly
collections. Town income from
all revenue sources is about
$3.9 million, also 76% of the
projected annual total.

These totals are based on June
collection from town stores and
online purchases delivered to La
Conner addresses and reported
to town council from the state’s
Department of Revenue.

La Conner has a calendar
fiscal year.

August La Conner area median
home sold price: $633,750

By Ken Stern

La Conner was again the sec-
ond highest priced Skagit County
market for homes sold in August.
The median price of $633,750 for
the 10 La Conner area homes that
closed was above the $627,500
July median selling price, the
Northwest Multiple Listing Ser-
vices reported.

Countywide, 180 homes and
condominiums sold and closed,
down from 190 last month. The
median price was $515,000,
7.4% below July’s median price.
The Anacortes market’s medi-
an price of $711,500 for the 34
homes closed was down 11%
from July’s $800,000 median
price.

The countywide median selling
price was the lowest for any
month this year. That might mean
price pressures are cooling, or it
may be that million dollar homes,
as the one that sold on Guemes
Island in July, are not in the mix,
lowering the price spread.

Five of the seven market

regions sold homes at or above
a $500,000 median price. Only
Burlington, at $490,000, and
the Concrete/Upriver area, at
$420,000, were lower. The 42
homes in Sedro Woolley sold
at a median price of $500,000.
Mount Vernon’s 54 sold homes
combined for a median price of
$515,000.

The 249 homes and condos
listed in August is almost
the same number as July. In
La Conner, 16 homes were
listed, down three from last
month’s 19. The La Conner
inventory estimate is about 80
days, up from 60 days in July.
Countywide, the inventory
estimate is about 60 days to sell
all homes if no new structures
came on the market.

The La Conner area is roughly
the La Conner School District’s
boundaries.

The median sales price is the
point where half of the home
sales are above it and half are
below it.

i

Dump Trucking

ARNEST1044BW

i ARNE SVENDSEN TRUCKING

Rockery Rock ¢ Rip Rap

Crush Rock ¢ Grading ¢ Pit Run
360-424-0258

Sundays 10-2

May 29th - October 2nd

The Vinery

Christianson’s Nursery
15806 Best Road, Mount Yernon, WA

ChristiansonsNursery.com

Aerospace Manufacturing
Marine Manufacturing
Value-added Agriculture
Broadband Infrastructure
Economic Development
General Manufacturing
Business Aviation
Outdoor Recreation

And so much more.....

% Port of Skagit

Good Jobs for the Skagit Valley

www.portofskagit.com |

360-757-0011
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La Gonner volleyball defeats Anacortes in season debut

By Bill Reynolds

The roster is different, but the
result was the same.

The defending state 2B
champion La Conner High
School volleyball team opened
its 2022 season with an
impressive triumph over 2A
Anacortes at Landy James Gym
Thursday, Sept. 8.

The most imposing part clearly
was a 13-2 run to close out the
second set and erase what had
been a 20-12 Seahawk lead.

“It was a little setback for us,”
senior middle blocker Makayla
Herrera said of the brief deficit
midway through the match, “but
we were able to come back.”

Following a timeout, senior
outside hitter Elliec Marble
blasted a monster kill that fueled
the decisive rally.

Josie Harper delivered four
consecutive service points and
freshman Maeve McCormick
later put La Conner in front 22-
21 with a well-timed block.

Herrera and Marble combined
on three kills to finish off the set.

“After I got that kill on the
right side and then when we
scored the next point, we knew
we could do it,” Marble, a
Central Washington University
commit, said afterward.

Anacortes never recovered.
La Conner scored the first eight
points in the third set and never
looked back.

La Conner, which cruised 25-
13 in the opening frame, finished
with a 25-11 victory in the third
and final set.

La Conner head coach Suzanne
Marble liked how her club

I
R @

'a LA CONNER @

GAME, SET, MATCH — Junior setter Abby Udlock fueled the attack with
29 assists as the defending 2B state net champions swept 2A Anacortes
in their season debut match at Landy James Gym Sept. 8.

responded to adversity in its first
outing of the season.

“We’ve been working on
the little things,” she told the
Weekly News. “Especially
communication. We did very
well with that for our first match
with a new crew. Everybody is
finding their voice.”

The team’s stat sheet spoke
volumes.

Ellie Marble was flawless on
13 service attempts, including a
pair of aces. She also recorded a
team-high 24 kills and added a
dozen digs.

Junior setter Abby Udlock had
29 assists while junior outside
hitter Morgan Huizenga was

— Photo by Madoc Hiller

16-0f-16 from the service stripe,
matching Marble with two aces,
and notching seven kills.

Herrera was strong on the
front row with six kills and three
blocks. Natalee Koch, the team’s
junior defensive specialist, ex-
tended points with 12 digs.

As a team, La Conner con-
trolled the match’s tempo by
serving at a 93% clip.

“It wasn’t a bad start,” said
coach Marble. “I’m really
pleased with how we played and
how we held it together when we
got down in the second set.”

La Conner returns to Landy
James Gym Sept. 19 at 7:15 p.m.
against Sehome.

Janet Laurel’s art at Skagit Cellars

By Russell Chandler

Local artist and poet Janet
Laurel showcases unreleased
work at Skagit Cellars tasting
room in Gilkey Square through
September. “Red Goddesses” is
a curated collection, representing
decades of her prolific and
unseen work. Galleries in Seattle
were originally hesitant to hang
the work and subsequently
Laurel started her own gallery
when she bought a church from
the steel workers union in West
Seattle. Always moving on to
another series, this artwork was
archived for a later time.

A lifetime of expressiveness
was digested, dissected and
assembled by textile artist
Angelee Lloyd Richmond in
a two week period. In the end,
it was the unshown work that
resonated. Richmond grew up on
the floors of the union hall. Years
later it would be Laurel’s gallery.
Her mother was the first woman
steel workers union steward and
through serendipity Richmond
unrolled years of artwork.

“I was drawn to Janet’s work
because it represents the work of
an untamed spirit. Janet is a pure,
raw and disciplined soul who
is able to pour her true self into
her work,” Richmond recalled.
“Janet stands tall in a long line of
women who dared to be angry,
sexual, talented and challenge
a world that does it’s best to
diminish feminist energy.”

Laurel, a Pacific Northwest
native, was an influential force
for decades in the Seattle art
scene. Her work is in many
Seattle area collections as well

as nationally and internationally.
Trained in traditional Japanese
Sumi painting and calligraphy,
her innovative style fuses
Eastern and Western culture,

the natural world, passion,
sensuality and vivid imagery.
Her collection is expressive with
poetry, calligraphy and images
all integrated into the work.

A professional artist her entire
life, she supported herself and
family. “I never was princess and
sometimes you need to kiss a few
frogs,” she says after discussing
a painting with a young woman.

Entering the winery is
an overwhelming sensory
experience. Across the windows
are strung clothesline and art
hangs by clothes pins. There
is a sense of the forbidden
and, curiosity and mystery. “I
wanted to give the show and
the unframed pieces a woman’s
touch” explains Laurel as she
flips through the pages of the
guestbook. Many of the pieces
are unframed nudes done in
minimalist traditional ink on rice
paper. Raw, honest and brilliant
best describe this.

Russell Chandler, Skagit
Cellars winery marketing
manager, organized the exhibit.
His summary: “This show is
out of a deep respect for Janet.
Though some of the pieces
might be shocking to some,
it’s a testament to her ability to
shake up the art world. I come
from music and photography.
The 1980s with Punk and New
Wave broke down barriers bigger
than the Berlin Wall. While
the winery is not a traditional
gallery, we are a strong supporter

(continued on page 5)

School coffee meeting Thursday

Bring your questions and concerns to a meeting with La Conner
Schools leaders tomorrow at 7 a.m. at Stompin’ Grounds Coffee, on
Morris Street. Join Superintendent Will Nelson, Director of Special
Programs Andy Wheeler, Business Manager Brian Gianello, Teaching
and Learning Director Beth Clothier and Director of Operations and
Planning Bobby Vaughn, the district’s five-member cabinet.

Monthly community coffee meetings will continue through May.

360.757.2253

Wholesome bread, cookies
and more made from locally
sourced ingredients.

Can also be found at:
Valley Made Market
Skagit Valley Farmers Market
Island Hospital Farmstand
Waxwing Farmstand
Viva Farms CSA
Dear Table Farm CSA
Gordon Skagit Farms
Beaver Tales Coffee

Please check website for details.

www.watertankbakery.com

Previously found at Gilkey Square, now located at:
11777 Water Tank Road, Unit C
Burlington, WA 98233

NELL

THORR

WATERFRONT BISTRO & BAR
WE ARE NOW OPEN ON MONDAYS!

: LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

s BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
yn - 11:00 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

"ﬂll%‘ 360 466 4261

Skagit County Public Health texts parents timely tips

Skagit County Public Health,
in partnership with Help Me
Grow Skagit, announces a
new text service to support
parents and other caregivers of
young children by providing
them with early childhood
education, development tools
and community resources by text

messages.
The service, Bright by
Text, sends expert-approved
resources to promote the
learning, development and health
of children prenatal through
eight years old. Topics include
brain development; games and
activities; health and wellness;

e

OFEM FRI -

" &\ PACNOR WESTY |

APPAREL | HOME GOODS | GIFTS

REPRESENTING OUR
PACIFIC NORTHWEST LIFE

105 S. 1st Street
MOKN 11AM to SPM

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY ¢ BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
HAND-DIPPED FISH & CHIPS ON THURSDAYS
FRIDAY - SUNDAY: We have delicious burgers

featuring Mesman’s organic beef

19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon
Hours: Thurs.-Sun: 9 to 8 ¢ Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9
Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill

science, technology, engineering
and mathematics (STEM); safety
and important local information
and announcements.

The service includes two
to four weekly text messages
specifically targeted to the age of
the subscriber’s child and local
zip codes. Text also often link to
more online learning materials,
including videos accessed by
smartphone.

Bright by Text is free. Sub-
scribers can choose to receive
texts in English or Spanish. Par-
ents and caregivers can sign up
by texting SKAGIT to 274448.
Subscribers can stop the service
at any time.

Information: 360-416-1500.

Source: Skagit County Public
Health

LOCALLY
GROWN OYSTERS

Available DAILY from the
Chevron Market at the
Casino:12939 Casino Dr.,
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6
from our Retail Store:
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP
www.swinomishshellfishcompany.com

WATERFRONT DECK SEATING Kitchen OPEN Sun. thru Thurs., until
INDOOR AIR GONDITIONING

EST. 1972 - Family Operated

i“ & EATERY, Inc.

360-466-9932 » 702 S. First St. * Waterfront Dining

9 PM / Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM
ustomer preferred Fish and Chips
and Chowder
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Poets in schools part of
Skagit poetry year round

By Anna Ferdinand

When Rena Priest stood before
a crowd at the Lincoln theater
Sept. 3, she asked attendees to
answer this question: “Where do
poems come from?”

A theater took pen to paper,
writing to the prompt for five
minutes, each person free to
travel the pathways down which
their brains chose to meander,
tracking thoughts on the page.

The Skagit River Poetry
Foundation, a co-sponsor of
the poetry reading with Priest,
Washington state’s poet laureate,
helps us answer the question:
For students in and around
the Skagit Valley who benefit
from the Poetry in the Schools
program, poetry comes in part
from working poets visiting in
classrooms where students get
to track their thoughts, play with
words and surprise themselves
with where those thoughts might
go. Voila — poetry.

“Having a poet in the class-
room is the difference between
being exposed to poetry and
falling in love with it,” said
Linsey Kitchens, English teacher
at Sedro-Woolley High School
and this year’s Office of Super-
intendent of Public Instruction
regional teacher of the year. “The
Skagit River Poetry Foundation
curates poets who resonate with
and draw out young people —
people who desperately need
poetry.”

The SRPF, run by a board
of volunteers, hosts poets in
seven school districts in Skagit,
Whatcom and Island counties.

“Before COVID we placed
poets in classrooms for 175
days,” Executive Director Molly
McNulty said.

During COVID-19, the
foundation brought in teachers
virtually. The donor-based
organization began in 1998.

In the beginning, the roster
included Irish poet Tony Curtis
with his guitar and stories of
hummingbirds and mental
institutions in Ireland; former
state poet laureate Sam Green
with his soft and magical ways;
Tim McNulty with his writing of
the natural world in the Olympic
Peninsula; and Lorraine Ferra,
nun turned poet.

In my own classroom
Daemond Arrindell from Queens,
now a slam poet in Seattle and
a teaching artist, as he phrased
it, brought a new, younger voice
into the classrooms. At the end
of his week teaching writing,
Arrindell magically wove
together a line from each student
in the classroom. They loved it.
Students always did. It was like
freedom blowing through the
door.

“Sometimes we can’t see the

Skagit Valley
Giant Pumpkin

Festival Saturday

The Skagit Valley Giant
Pumpkin Festival is Sept. 17,

9 a.m.-4 p.m. at Christianson’s
Nursery on Best Road. Compet-
itors will bring giant pumpkins
from across the state and region.
A giant pumpkin weigh-off com-
petition is the day’s highlight for
pumpkin-growing hobbyists and
vegetable growers. This free,
family-fun event gives entrants
the chance to win cash prizes for
giant pumpkins.

Enjoy family-friendly carnival
games, face painting, toad
observatory, bluegrass music and
more. Visit christiansonsnursery.
com to download an entry to
submit pumpkins and vegetables.

Source: Christianson's Nursery

SENIOR CENTER
at MAPLE HALL
Tuesdays 9-4

ACTIVITIES
SCHEDULE

on Town of La Conner
website

Or call/email
360-855-5440

seniorcenter @ townoflaconner.org

barriers in our own classrooms.
The poet sees and can free us
and the kids, who have just
been waiting for this kind of
thing,” said Georgia Johnson, a
local poet and former culinary
arts teacher at La Conner High
School. “The poets bring in
new ways to tell universal
experiences. Many of our
SRPF poets have very diverse
backgrounds, come from very
different communities and
know how to connect with our
own diverse students. Trust can
build very quickly with shared
stories.”

The foundation has hosted,
among others, Jourdan Keith and
Anastacia Renee, the most recent
civic poets in Seattle, along
with Bellingham-based, Jeffery
Morgan, Seattle-based Samar
Abulhassan and Seattle slam poet
Matt Gano.

In early October the founda-
tion will host the poetry festival
in La Conner, bringing in poets
from around the world for a
three-day festival, the first since
the pandemic, allowing students
who have studied and worked
with the poets, to see that poetry
is a living and vibrant art.

McNulty says high school and
college students with valid ID
get into the festival for free.

“Imagine 33 poets all in one
town, bunched together, from
Maple Hall to the Methodist
Church to Santo Coyote
restaurant. Kids running off
busses to get to them for six
incredible sessions,” Johnson
said.

Priest is one of the poets who
will read at the festival.

“Rena Priest weaves Lummi
history, a mother’s cautionary
tales, literary juice, into provoc-
ative and profound poetry for
everyone,” Johnson said. “Some-
times I am overwhelmed by the
beauty, the joy of her words, then
gently struck down by the truths
in them, that I might be more
open, kinder.”

A good definition of poetry if I
ever heard one.

Pioneer Association checks in with
$3,000 contribution to museum

ONE MOORE CHECK - Having just announced his intent to step down
as treasurer of the Skagit County Pioneer Association, Bud Moore
joined Liza Peth Bott (center) in presenting a $3,000 check to Skagit

County Historical Museum Director Jo Wolfe.

-Photo courtesy of Kim Good Rubenstein

By Bill Reynolds

August’s annual Pioneer
Picnic has provided a boost to
the Skagit County Historical
Museum for the year ahead.

The Skagit County Pioneer
Association, which for over
a century has coordinated the
picnic on the first Thursday in
August, has contributed $3,000
to the historical museum from
proceeds from the picnic.

That represents the associ-
ation’s largest contribution to
the museum in a decade and is

$2,000 more than the amount
donated a year ago.

Former La Conner mayor
Bud Moore, the pioneer group’s
treasurer, presented a $3,000
check to museum director Jo
Wolfe during the association’s
fall meeting at Skagit City
School on Fir Island Sept. 9.

A large turnout at the picnic
to honor descendants of Emil
and Anna Dalan Nelson, the
Pioneer Family of the Year,
made possible the association’s
increased financial support of the
museum.

“The town is proud to have
this picnic,” Moore said. “It
means a lot to a lot of people that
we still recognize that La Conner
is the oldest town in Skagit
County.”

The Nelsons drew in excess of
300 people to the picnic and the
pioneer association’s business
meeting that followed.

“From our point of view,” said
La Conner Civic Garden Club
member Kim Good Rubenstein,
“it was a very successful event.
We planned for 250 people and
served 300.

“It was heartwarming to see
the community come together the
way it did to celebrate the history
of our pioneers,” she added. “It
was great to have an honored
family that truly embraced the
event and shared their stories.”

Liza Peth Bott, the 2021-

22 president, agreed. She
praised La Conner High
School alum Reggie Nelson for
having facilitated his family’s
participation.

“I think we could all take a
lesson from Reg in compiling
family histories,” she noted.

Prior to presentation of
the check to Wolfe, Moore
announced he would be stepping
down as treasurer after serving
for the past decade.

“I better leave while I can still
find my way home,” Moore, 90,
said with his trademark humor.
“As you get older, numbers get
more difficult. I’ll still help out,
but we need a new treasurer.”

The association has already
welcomed a new president.
Peggy Stowe will preside
between now and the 2023
Pioneer Picnic. She handled the
gavel for the meeting.

Lallrel. = » (from page 4)

of the arts. We organize the
summer concert series for La
Conner Live! and have weekly
live solo musicians. There’s a
French term, Salon. That’s where
we are evolving as a winery.

La Conner Street Fair
Saturday, Sept.17
11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Crescent Moon parking lot
606 Morris Street, La Conner

Sponsored by:
La Conner United & La Conner Rotary

casserad

GALLERIES

presents:

Re ot
FURNITURE

Stuart Welch

September 16th - October 20th, 2022
RECEPTION FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 16 @6PM

26915 102nd Dr NW, Stanwood, WA 98292

THEATRE

Scots Singer of theYear,

MG Alba Scots Trad Music Awards

712 S. 1st St. - Mount Vernon, WA

“One of the best Scotland has to offer.”

—Global Music Magazine

September 23

Friday
7:30 pm

E.l. BT % .:!-|_:|':e|-1|
VERMNOMN

'ﬂ.ull.ll.ll:l_ A

®
360.336.8955
lincolntheatre.org

There is a mix of art, wine and
community that totally reflects
the essence of the town of La
Conner.”

View the show Thursday-
Monday 12-6 p.m.. Check it out.
Sometimes we need to add a
little gasoline to the fire.

Hopyry

Stuart Welch art open
La Conner resident Stuart
Welch has a Friday 6 p.m.
opening reception of his exhibit,
“The Art of Furniture” at Cassara
Galleries. The exhibit runs
through Oct. 20 at 26915 102nd
Drive NW, Stanwood 98292.
Source: Cassera Galleries

Wedding Quiersonyy

Richard and Carol
Sepptember 8, 197

For ticket info visit skagitriverpoetry.org

To volunteer visit
skagitriverpoetry.org/about/volunteer
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information gathering,” Young stressed. “We are listening
to those who live and own businesses in town and want to
hear all voices. We’ll move slow and keep the public well
informed.”

Tyler emphasized that development at the Marina will
not compete with La Conner’s businesses: “We under-
stand that there is a sensitivity to drawing activity away
from the downtown core. Drawing energy out of down-
town is not a good outcome from the Port’s perspective
either,” she wrote.

ReSideﬂtS. = = (from page 1)

A lawyer, David Bricklin, hired by at least two
residents — the Town has also engaged a Seattle firm
— has assessed the 1986 Contract Rezone passed that
year by the town council that changed the property to
commercial zoning. Bricklin’s six page August letter
cited its validity and that the agreement holds “the town
accountable to their past commitment.” The group’s
strategy “is to put the town on notice that the citizenry is
seriously invested in a fair outcome of this debacle.”

The rest of the meeting focused on the “amendments to
code and planning proposed,” addressing Davolio’s list.

The four major code changes they want the planning
commission to challenge are short term rentals, height
increases in the industrial zone, agricultural setbacks and
new port zoning.

Short term rentals, from 30 days to six months, have
been discussed by the planning commission. The group
opposes them. This is not included in Davolio’s August
list.

Height increases. Buildings above 30 feet cannot be
reached by the La Conner fire department’s equipment.
Hence this height restriction. Sixty foot is the maximum
building height in the proposed port industrial zone

Agricultural sebacks. Reducing the 25 foot rear
setback requirement is opposed.

New Port zoning. The group agrees to “Be vigilant
about this possible change.”

Beyond these emphases at the Sept. 20 public hearing,
the group is developing their own list of code and
comprehensive plan amendments to pursue, ranging
from redefining affordable housing through new hiring
and evaluation practice for town administrators to
include citizen participation, to building code revisions
addressing climate change and a maximum building size
when it abuts the residential zone.

Maggie Wilder summed up the group’s purpose: “We
are looking for representation for the neighborhoods.

It just seems like the neighborhoods are sometimes
forgotten. There are real people who live here who are
very affected by the pace of development.” That is the
message residents will deliver at the public hearing.
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Prepare
for power
outages today

WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

FREE '
7-Year Extended _

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
(888) 674-7053

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

| (866) 954-2961
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*Offer value when purchased at retail. - I
Solar panels sold separately. -
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AGENDA LEGAL NOTICES

MEETING NOTICE
TOWN OF LA CONNER
PLANNING COMMISSION
Tuesday, September 20, 2022
6:00 p.m. Location: Lower

Maple Center, 104
Commercial Street, La
Conner, WA. And by Zoom.
Information below and on the
Town website.

Agenda

1. CONVENE

2. PUBLIC COMMENT
(Topics not otherwise on the
Agenda) — Time Limit 3 Min-
utes

3. MINUTES

Approve minutes from the
August 16, 2022 meeting

4. OLD BUSINESS

Review of Draft Impact Fee
Ordinance

5. NEW BUSINESS

PUBLIC HEARING: Up-
dates to Uniform Develop-
ment Code and Zoning Map

6. CLOSING COMMENTS

Our next regular meeting will
be held Tuesday, October 18,
2022.

Meeting ID: 896 7923 5102

Passcode: 5vS52k

StranSe
‘BUT TRUE

By Lucie Winborne

* A town in Washington has a treetop
bridge over a busy road that’s just big
enough for squirrels, called the Nutty
Narrows Bridge.

 Russian author Vladimir Nabokov
came up with the idea for smiley emot-
icons in 1969.

e Now here’s a great way to “go
green”: Residents of Surabaya, Indo-
nesia, can pay their bus fare with plas-
tic waste, which will earn them two
hours of travel time. The dual aim is
to reduce waste as well as the number
of cars on the road by encouraging the
use of public transportation.

¢ A U.S. constitutional amendment
was proposed in 1893 suggesting that
the country be renamed The United
States of Earth.

« If you’ve ever questioned the idea
that smartphone addiction is real,
consider the case of computer pro-
grammer Maneesh Sethi, who hired a
woman (at $8 an hour) to slap him in
the face every time he tried checking
Facebook during working hours!

* The average MLB baseball lasts for
just 5-7 pitches. In the beginning of a
game, at least 90 balls are required on
hand, with about 60-70 used per the
average game.

* When Apple purchased rural land
for a new data center in Maiden, North
Carolina, an older couple refused to
sell the one-acre plot they’d originally
purchased for $6,000 more than three
decades earlier. After all offers were
rejected, Apple finally asked them to
name a price. Success at last! For justa
cool $1.7 million.

» The Spice Girls’ nicknames were
created by Top of the Pops magazine
in a 1996 article.

¢ Monopoly, originally called The

Landlord’s Game, was invented by

Lizzie Magie to share her views on the
dangers of capitalism.
stk

Thought for the Day: “Knowing
trees, I understand the meaning of
patience. Knowing grass, I can appre-
ciate persistence.” — Ralph Waldo
Emerson

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

AR, ¢

1. Top Gun: Maverick........ (PG-13)
Tom Cruise, Jennifer Connelly

2. Bullet Train............cccooeeenene (R)
Brad Pitt, Joey King

3. Spider-Man: No Way
Home...........coooevvviiinnns (PG-13)
Tom Holland, Zendaya

4. DC League of

Super-Pets ... (PG)
Dwayne Johnson, Kevin Hart

5. The Invitation................. (PG-13)
Nathalie Emmanuel, Thomas
Doherty
6.Beast.........ccoeevreiieiiiiie, (R)

Idris Elba, Liyabuya Gongo
7. Minions: The Rise

Of Grul.....ooevvviiieeee, (PG)
Steve Carell, Pierre Coffin
8. JaWS oo (PG)

Roy Scheider, Robert Shaw

9. Thor: Love and

Thunder ..........ccccoeeveenrnen (PG-13)
Chris Hemsworth, Natalie Portman
10. Dragon Ball Super:

Super Hero............cccoeueeee. (PG-13)
Masako Nozawa, Toshio Furukawa

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

Permanent & Guest Moorage

Dry Boat Storage * Launching Facilities
Public Laundry ¢ RV Park

Office: 613 N. 2nd St. » 360-466-3118

PA Port of Skagit

Place Your Ad
Here!
New service
ad naekaun ﬂlllllill!l soon!

FELICIA VALUE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

PRACTICING EMPHASIZING
WILLS, TRUSTS & PROBATE

360-166-2088
413 B MORRIS ST. * LACONNER

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING

Notice is hereby given that
the Town of La Conner Plan-
ning Commission will conduct
a public hearing on Tuesday,
September 20, 2022 in Lower
Maple Center and via ZOOM
(information to join is list-
ed below) to consider public
comment on proposed amend-
ments to the Town’s Uniform
Development Code and Zon-
ing Map.

Project Applicant: Town of
La Conner

The Town is considering up-
dates to the Town’s Uniform
Development Code, Title 15
of the La Conner Municipal
Code. An update to the Town’s
Zoning Map is also being con-
sidered.

The complete file is avail-
able for public review at Town
Hall. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Michael
Davolio, AICP, Planning Di-
rector, 360-466-3125.

Join Zoom Meeting:

https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/89679235102?pwd=end-
CWnlIwUTk3cFZHaWFCZk-
JKc05Vdz09

Meeting ID: 896 7923 5102

Passcode: 5vS52k

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News September 14,
2022.

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON FOR
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 22-4-00456-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

In the Matter of the Estate of
Marjorie M. Bickel, Deceased.
The personal representative
named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate. Any person
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the
claim would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim
in the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving
on or mailing to the personal
representative or the personal
representative’s attorney at the
address stated below, a copy of
the claim and filing the original
of the claim with the court in
which the probate proceedings
were commenced. The claim
must be presented within the
later of: (1) Thirty days after
the personal representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and non-probate as-

sets.
Date of first publication:
September 14, 2022
Joel M. Soderberg
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP,
PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-
HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal Rep-
resentative
P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway
Drive, Suite B Mount Vernon,
WA 98273

THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE STATE OF WASH-
INGTON IN AND FOR THE
COUNTY OF SKAGIT
Estate of Christopher
HILLSON, Deceased,
Michael HILLSON,
Petitioner. Case No.
22-4-00346-29
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TO: ALL CREDITORS OF
THE DECENDENT.

YOU AND EACH OF YOU
TAKE NOTE that the Per-
sonal Representative named
below has been appointed as
Personal Representative of
this Estate. Any person hav-
ing a claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the
claim would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim
in the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving
on or mailing to the Personal
Representative or the Person-
al Representative's attorney
at the address stated below a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim with
the Court. The claim must be
presented within the later of:
(1) Thirty days after the Per-
sonal Representative served
or mailed the notice to the
creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent's
probate and nonprobate assets.

Date of First Publication:
September 7, 2022.

Personal Representative:
Michael Hillson

Attorney for the Personal
Representative:

JOSEPH D. BOWEN, #17631

Address for Mailing or Ser-
vice:

JOSEPH D. BOWEN
ATTORNEY AT LAW, P.S.
401 South Second Street
Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News September 7,
14,21, 2022.

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE STATE OF WASH-
INGTON IN AND FOR THE

COUNTY OF WHATCOM
IN RE THE ESTATE OF
MARGARET  DEMAINE,
DECEASED. NO. 22 4 00819
37 PROBATE NOTICE TO

CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

JUDGE: EVAN P. JONES
The personal representa-
tive named below has been
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate. Any
person having a claim against
the decedent must, before the
time the claim would be barred
by any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, present
the claim in the manner as
provided in RCW 11.40.070
by serving on or mailing to
the personal representative or
the personal representative’s
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim
and filing the original of the
claim with the court in which
the probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim must
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after
the personal representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under

If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication:
August 31, 2022
Personal Representative:
Donna Moodie
8710 214th Street
Langley, B.C. VIM
CANADA
Attorney for the Personal
Representative:
KATTI ESP
301 Prospect Street
Bellingham, WA 98225
Address for Mailing or Ser-
vice:
KATTI ESP
301 Prospect Street
Bellingham, WA 98225
Court of Probate Proceedings
Superior Court of Whatcom
County and Cause Number:
Cause No. 22 4 00819 37
Published in the La Conner
Weekly News August 31, Sep-
tember 7, 14, 2022.

179

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE STATE OF WASH-
INGTON FOR  SKAGIT
COUNTY In the Matter of the
Estate of Matthew W.
Gifford, Deceased. Cause No.
22-4-00437-29  PROBATE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

The Personal Representa-
tive named below has been
appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative of this estate. Any
person having a claim against
the decedent must, before the
time the claim would be barred
by any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, present
the claim in the manner as
provided in RCW 11.40.070
by serving on or mailing to
the Personal Representative or
the Personal Representative’s
attorney at the address stated
below a copy of the claim and
filing the original of the claim
with the court. The claim
must be presented within the
later of: (1) thirty days after
the personal representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided un-
der RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and non-probate as-
sets.

Date of First Publication:
August 31, 2022

Personal Representative:
Adrienne E. Nydegger

Attorney for Personal Repre-
sentative:

Aaron M. Rasmussen, WSBA
#29496

Address for Mailing or Ser-
vice:

Barron Smith Daugert PLLC,
300 N. Commercial St.,
Bellingham, WA 98225;
Phone: 360-733-0212

Published in the La Conner
Weekly News August 31, Sep-
tember 7, 14, 2022.

Published in the La Conner RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) Instagram
Weekly News September 14, four months after the date of laconnerweeklynews
21,28, 2022. first publication of the notice. @ y
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank. Food
distribution every Monday from 2:30-5
p.m. 602 S. 3rd St., La Conner. 360-
488-3878. laconnerfoodbank.com.

LIBRARIES

La Conner Library.

614 Morris St, La Conner. 360-466-
3352. Iclib.wa.us. Closed indefinitely to
start the move process to new building.
Anacortes Public Library.
360-299-8067, CityofAnacortes.org.
1220 10th St, Anacortes.

Teen Acting Workshop. Every Friday.
3-4:30 p.m. at library community room.
Free. Performance Sept. 30, 5 p.m.

Tech Help. Every weekday at library
front desk. 11 a.m.—1 p.m. Drop-in for
hands-on help.

Mount Vernon Public Library.
360-336-6209, mountvernonwa.gov. 315
Snoqualmie St, Mount Vernon.

Virtual Reality. Every Saturday 10
a.m.~1 p.m. Must be 18 or older.

Baby Storytime. Every Friday 10:30-11
a.m.

MUSEUM EXHIBITS

Museum of Northwest Art. Hours:
Mon-Sat 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun 11
a.m.—4 p.m. monamuseum.org, 360-
466-4446. Exhibit: Alfredo Arreguin.
Painter from the New World. Through
Oct. 2.

Exhibit: In Pursuit of Abstraction.
Instructors at the UW School of Art in
the 1960s. Through Oct. 9.

Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber
Arts Museum. Hours: Wed-Sun

11 a.m.-5 p.m. gfamuseum.org,
360-466-4288. 703 S Second St, La
Conner.

Exhibit: Essence of Japan. Through
October 9.

Exhibit: Tangled Fibers. Through
October 30.

Skagit County Historical Museum.
360-466-3365 or skagitcounty.net/
museum. Hours: Thurs-Sun 11 a.m.-
4 p.m.

Exhibit: Lavone Newell-Reim: A Life
Well Lived. Through October 2.

Exhibit: Hunt and Peck. Through
October 31.

NOT TO BE MISSED

Anacortes Family Center.

Shred-a-Thon. Sept. 17, 9 a.m.-1
p.m. at Anacortes Walgreens. Bring
your old documents to be destroyed.
All proceeds benefit family center.
Skagit Valley Giant Pumpkin
Festival.

Sept. 17, 9 a.m.-4p.m. at Christianson’s
Nursery. Family-friendly event with cash
prizes and free admission. Register at
chrisitansonsnursery.com.

Skagit County Fall Garage Sale.

Sept. 23-24, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at Skagit
County Fairgrounds. Admission $4 per
person. Over 160 vendors and live music
B-Town Fall Fest.

Sept. 24-25, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at Skagit
River Park. Free family fun.

Ukelele Fun & Song Circle.

Meet every Wednesday. 1- 2 p.m.,
Burlington Senior Center. Beginners
and all ages are welcome. Loaner
ukes available. For more info, email
yogaheartspace0@gmail.com.

ART & THEATRE

Cassera Galleries.
106 1st St, La Conner. casseraartspre-
miers.com.

The Art of Furniture by Stuart Welch.
Sept. 16-Oct. 20. Reception Friday,
Sept. 16 at 6 p.m.

Whidbey Playhouse.
730 SE Midway Blvd, Oak Harbor. 360-
679-2237. whidbeyplayhouse.com

Show: “Grease” through Oct. 2. Fri-
Sat 7:30 p.m., Sunday 2:30 p.m.
Lincoln Theatre.

712 S 1st St, Mount Vernon. 360-336-
8955. lincolntheatre.org.

Auditions: Frozen Jr. Sept. 20-21,
6 p.m. Theatre Arts Guild (TAG)
production.

Burlington Parks & Recreation.
Beginner photography class. Sept.
15, 6-8 p.m. at Maiben House. 219 S
Skagit St, Burlington. Students must
have DSLR camera with removable

lense. Ages 12 and up. $45.
Camano Island Quilters.

Harvest Festival Quilt Sale. Sept. 24-

25, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Christianson’s

CLASSIFIEDS

Classified ads now in print and online ® same low price
Submit your ad by Sunday noon for next issue publishing ¢ laconnerweeklynews.com/ classifiedads or 360-466-3315

OFFICE ASSISTANT. This is a Part-
time position of 20 hours a week with
an hourly wage of $19.43 per hour.

No Benefits. Duties include answering
phones, greeting customers, daily
posting of all payments, and other duties
assigned. For an employment applica-
tion and full job description, please refer
to the Town of La Conner website www.
townoflaconner.org under Employment.
Applications are due no later than 3:30
pm on September 30, 2022. Late sub-
missions will not be accepted.

STAY IN YOUR HOME ON YOUR
OWN TERMS. | am a healthy retired
teacher and former veteran offering
homestay, caregiving and housekeeper
solutions for seniors. | would prefer a
live-in situation, renting a room from the
employer. Call Nick at 206-422-1179 or
email earboneman@hotmail.com.

LA FOUNTAIN’S PLANTS &
FLOWERS. | hope you haven't forgotten
La Fountain’s Plants & Flowers located
behind the post office. New in, fall plants
mums pansies and violas. Open 24
hours. Checks or cash only.

LOOKING FOR A LONG-TERM
RELATIONSHIP. Hello, my name is
Scott, and | know how to spoil and treat
a lady right. I'm a marine chef, 51, a
Christian, 510", 250 Ibs., have black
hair, blue eyes, and a muscular build.
Please call me at 832-805-8088.

FIND YOUR CHURCH CONNECTION
at Skagit Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship. Our welcoming and loving
congregation promotes spiritual growth,
justice and cares for the planet. Sunday
services at 10:30 a.m. in person and on-
line Please request a link to the service:
skagituu@gmail.com. Address: 500 W

Section St, Mount Vernon.
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE with a $325
classified listing or $1600 for a display
ad. Call this newspaper or 360-344-2938
for details.

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE
ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank
levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax returns,
payroll issues & resolve tax debt FAST.
Call 866-973-1302 (Hours: Mon-Fri 7am-
5pm).

ATTENTION: OXYGEN USERS.

Gain freedom with a Portable Oxygen
Concentrator! No more heavy tanks &
refills! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-

495-7230.

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME with energy
efficient new windows! They will increase
your home’s value & decrease your
energy bills. Replace all or a few! Call
now to get your free, no-obligation
quote. 866-944-4248.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All conditions
accepted. Free pickup. Call for details,
855-635-4229.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-888-360-1582.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
today with a GENERAC home standby
generator. $0 money down + low
monthly payment options. Request a
FREE Quote. Call now before the next
power outage: 1-888-674-7053.

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

5 2 9
4 8 3
1 715
4 9|5 8
3 2 7
6 4 9
9 6 3
2 8 1
8 9 4

Flace a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 8-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

€ Moderate @ € Challenging
< ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

€ 2122 King Features Synd.. Inc

Nursery. Quilts for sale, quilts on
display, vendors, quilters boutique
and more. Admission $6, kids 12 and
under free.

Town of La Conner

204 Douglas St, La Conner. 360-466-
3125. Zoom info @Townoflaconner.
org/calendar.

Parks Commission. Sept. 14, 9:30
a.m. at Maple Hall and Zoom.

Planning Commission. Sept. 20, 6
p.m. at Maple Hall and Zoom.

La Conner School District
305 N 6th St, La Conner. 360-466-
4113. lcsd.wednet.edu.

Board Meeting. Sept. 26, 5 p.m. at
district office board room and Zoom.
Skagit Conservation District 2021
E. College Way #203, Mt. Vernon.
360-428-4313. Zoom info @ skagitcd.
org.

Board meetings. Every fourth
Wednesday 7:30-9 a.m. Next meeting
September 27.

Rotary Club of La Conner.
laconnerrotary.org. Meetings Monday,
6-7 p.m. at the Farmhouse restaurant
- optional dinner at 5:30 p.m.

Skagit Cemetery District One.

Regular meetings. Every second
Thursday, 5 p.m. at Lori Buher’s
home, 17604 Valentine Rd., Mount
Vernon.

Little Mountain Gamblers.

Gamblers Anonymous. Every Tuesday,
6:30 p.m. at Senior Center in Mount
Vernon. 1401 Cleveland Ave. Any ques-
tions, call Washington State Gamblers
Anonymous hotline at 855-222-5542.

the ricotta by mixing in the egg, parmesan and basil. The
layering begins and how you do it, is up to you. | start with a
& layer of meat mixture, then zucchini slices, then the ricotta
layer. Sprinkle the mozzarella over. | did a second layer of
Instagram zucchini slices. Before finishing off the other layers. The top
@laconnerweeklynews layer being a generous amount of grated mozzarella. Bake at
375 F for 45 minutes.
AgiimuksKitchen@outlook.com
Facebook
@laconnerweeklynews
Super Crossword —seasty snack
ACROSS 47 Ghana's 99 Novelist or 10 Natural gas 43 Operate 79 Big laughs
1 Tea and ale capital dramatist component wrongly 81 Like some
6 Brunch menu 51 Whiz 100 Professors’ 11 Knotted 44 Ratchet lotteries and
itemns 52 Printing proof, privileges neckwear wheel liquor stores
13 Difficult to pin informally 101 Provo or 12 Declare engagers 86 Diatribes
down 56 Riddle, part 3 Orem native 13 Approx. 48 When 87 Part of SFPD
20 Newswoman 61 Jinx 104 Doily material airport stats doubled, tot's 89 Take forcibly
Shriver 82 Whim 105 Belly muscles 14 Ritchie train 90 Monkly title
21 Ancient 63 A single time 107 Old Russian Valens hit 49 Versalile 91 Fish part
ltalian 64 Eastern “way” space station 15 Small guitar, stoves 92 Like a wise
regicn 65 Shirt tag 108 “Trinity” for short 50 Peaceful, bird
22 Like information novelist Leon 16 One drafted simple place 93 Lingua —
adoptees 66 Andre of 109 Barge in for service 83 "Goodbye, 94 One who
and swindle tennis 111 Riddle's 17 Trapped by Columbus™ triumphs
victims &7 Application answer habit author 95 Uno or dos
23 Startof a to thinning 117 Cleaned 18 Manly 54 Divide into 96 Spring
riddle hair thoroughly 19 Win the different blooms
25 French 69 Give ajobto 118 Runs in affection of districts 97 Most
scholar 71 Zip 119 Gads about 24 Pound 55 Some daisies minimal
Peter 72 Abbr. on 120 Draft horse's fraction 56 Activist 102 Wedding
26 Buddy military rmail gear 28 Shorten Jagger cake layers
27 Sly-fox link 74 Lip 121 Personicing 30 Capone and 57 "No more for 103 Knotted
28 Passenger- 75 Almond a cake Pacino me, thanks” neckwear
screening confection 122 Fashion flair 31 Pudgy 58 NBA Hall 106 Mattresses’
org. 76 Food fish 32 Big black- of Famer places
29 Shallowest 77 Riddle, part 4 DOWN and-white Thomas 108 Pre-"91
Great Lake 80 Very little, in 1 X6 carmaker mammal 59 Stoops (1o} supemower
30 Crocheted recipes 2 “Go, team!” 33 “Yuck!” 80 Go-getters 110 Suffix with
coverlet 82 — -mo 3 Distinctive 34 Football's 85 Spreads script
33 Mess up 83 Syrian time Cowboys, on apart 111 UK. military
36 Retina spot president 4 Coven scoreboards 67 Public fliers
that might since 2000 member 35 Big 1940s unveilings of 112 Mess up
degenerate 84 Scottish 5 Comic — computer products 113 Beatified Fr.
38 Chou En- — seaport Baron Cohen 37 Crooning 68 Fishing tools woman
39 Riddle, part2 85 Skin art 6 Female cowhoy 70 Agra's Taj — 114 Wall-climbing
42 Running herd 88 Carts away gamete Gene 73 Basil-based plant
45 Marked with 82 End of the 7 Gibson of 40 Sel — (slart green sauce 115 Fooed fish
stripes riddle “Gallipol™ wedding plans] 75 Propel a bike 116 Dir. from
46 “Alfie” actress 98 Prefix with 8 Ulimate goal 41 R&B singer 77 Allowance Fresno to
Long lingual 9 Eases — Marie 78 Unconfined LA
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chopped

* Egg, one

AqgiimukK’s

Kitchen

Zucchini Lasagna

* Olive oil, 2 tbsp
» Worcestershire sauce, 2 tsp
» Onion powder, Y4 tsp
» Garlic granules, 74 tsp
* Ricotta, 1 and %2 cups
* Mozzarella, 1 and % Ibs grated
* Basil, dried, 2 thsp

+ Parmesan, Y4 cup, optional

+ Salt & pepper, to taste
Preparation

After slicing the zucchini, prepping in this manner is
optional. Cover a large baking sheet with parchment
paper. Lay the zucchini slices in single layer on top of the
parchment paper. Salt both sides, using coarse salt. Allow
to sit for ten minutes and blot dry. Bake at 375 degrees F
for ten minutes. Blot dry again. Set aside. Prep the meat
mixture. Brown the ground beef, mixing in the onion, garlic
and bell pepper. Season with onion powder, garlic granules
and Worcestershire sauce. When browned to your liking, add
in the spaghetti sauce, stir well and simmer. Next prepare

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor.

The highlight of my summer cooking has been prepar-
ing zucchini lasagna. This recipe will feed four. | selected a
uniform shaped zucchini, medium size. Plus I ventured to try
my hand at using a mandolin again. This time with careful
success. | prepped the zucchini first and for the center cut with
seeds and pith, | cut that out. You could choose to peel the
skin, but if you cut the zucchini 1/8 inch wide, the skin is not
cumbersome to eat. Ricotta, as it is plain, is rather like eating
clay. But with a few add-in ingredients, it is delightful! | use a
low fat ground beef, so using olive oil is a must.
Ingredients
» Zucchini, medium
» Ground beef, 1 1b
» Spaghetti sauce, one jar
* Onion, %2 chopped
* Garlic cloves, 3 chopped
» Bell pepper, one small,
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POLICE BLOTTER

SKAGIT COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

Monday, September 5
2:45 a.m.: Theft at boat launch - A
catalytic converter was stolen off a
truck at the boat launch. The owner
of the truck was out fishing on the
water. A possible suspect vehicle
was described as a Jeep Cherokee.
Alicense plate number was not
obtained. Boat Launch Rd., Greater
La Conner.
6:00 p.m.: Another theft at boat
launch - A vehicle owner reported
he parked his Lexus at the boat
launch on Friday and when he
returned on Monday, he noticed the
catalytic converter was stolen. A
suspect has not yet been identi-
fied. Boat Launch Rd., Greater La
Conner.

Tuesday, September 6
10:12 a.m.: Abandoned Mustang -
Ablack Ford Mustang was observed
parked abandoned at the west end
of the street. The vehicle owner
was contacted, and he removed the
vehicle from the side of the road.
Caledonia St., La Conner.

Wednesday, September 7

1:03 p.m.: Vehicle prowl - A
parked car was broken into in

the alley behind Pioneer Market.
The vehicle owner found his front
passenger window broken but did
not believe anything was stolen from
inside. A suspect has not yet been
identified. Morris St., La Conner.

Thursday, September 8
8:41 a.m.: Abandoned vehicle - A
teal SUV was left abandoned for
several days in the parking lot of
Snow Goose Produce. The owner
was contacted and informed the
vehicle will be towed if it is not
removed. Fir Island Rd., Greater La
Conner.

Friday, September 9

6:21 p.m.: Yelling male - A
transient male located near the
bathrooms was yelling threatening
remarks at a citizen and then yelling
at himself. 1st St., La Conner.
7:18 p.m.: Yelling male arrested
- The transient male who had been
reported previously as causing a
disturbance continued to be loud
and yelled obscenities at people
who walked by. The male was
arrested by deputies and booked
into the Skagit County Jail. 4th St.,
La Conner.

MARINA MOORINGS

Port of Skagit

A bustling summer makes me think of safety and best practices.
I watched a 40’ sailboat come in this week. Wind and current were
both out of the north and he was docking near the head of G. He
came in, way over by the marina slips, then waited to turn until
he was very deep into the flat of G. He made his turn so deep |
thought he was going to hit the flat, but he knew exactly where he
was. He completed his turn sharply which took off all his way and
he stopped exactly in his spot on the dock. His wife stepped off
and dropped a line on the cleat and I had nothing to do as I stood

by ready to assist. A real pro.

I watched another boater come in with a 50’ cruiser. She was
a new skipper but she had a mentor with her who coached her

through docking. She had a brisk wind on the nose and yet parallel
parked her 50’ boat in a 60’ space, with boats at either end. It was
a remarkably good job from someone who described herself as an

amateur.

I also watched a new boater leave the dock. Wind and current
were again out of the north, and he was tied on the flat of G.

The boat was 25’ with a single outboard. He started the engine,
signaled and we pushed his nose out, then his stern. He got fixated
on using his bow thruster and the hydraulics were not turned on,
so he focused on that instead of driving his boat. He got out with
no incident on his second try, and didn’t need his bow thruster at
all.

There’s no substitute for practice — knowing what skills need to
be honed, and finding the right opportunity or mentor to help you
improve. Much like the experienced pilot I saw recently doing
touch-and-gos at the Skagit Regional Airport, just practicing their
basic skill maneuvers of takeoff and landing, over and over again.
An important aspect of formal pilot training and the safety culture
that goes along with it that simply is not part of other pursuits.
While some people practice docking and departing, it’s not part of
the common practice of the boating community. It would be great
if it was. Safe docking, everyone!

— Chris Omdal, harbormaster

Vigil remembers Laynee Westbrook’s
disappearance at two year anniversary

By Bill Reynolds

Laynee Westbrook has not
been seen in two years, but she
remains a constant presence in
the hearts and minds of family,
friends and law enforcement
officers who gather monthly for
vigils to keep alive hopes she
will be found.

Westbrook, who worked at the
Anacortes Safeway, disappeared
the night of Sept. 10, 2020 after
leaving the Chevron station near
Swinomish Casino & Lodge.

Westbrook was with a
man who is believed to have
driven her to his campsite
at the Thousand Trails Lone
Tree Point RV Resort near La
Conner. According to published
accounts, he told investigators
that he dropped Westbrook off
at Causland Memorial Park in
Anacortes later that night.

“There are lots of unanswered
questions,” Westbrook’s sister-
in-law, Emily Pepper, told
about 35 people attending a
candlelight vigil at the park Sept.
10 in observance of the second
anniversary of her disappearance.

The one-hour event included a
slide show tribute to Westbrook.

“Not a day goes by,” Pepper
stressed, “that Laynee is not
missed.”

Pepper praised the efforts of
the Anacortes Police Department
in its ongoing investigation.

“The APD is still working
hard,” she said. “The APD has
done an amazing job trying to
find Laynee.”

Anacortes Police Detective
Sgt. Jackie Nations assured the

» Soil Delivery -
Garage Clean Out
Donation Pick Up
Light Demolition
Property Clean Out

Genuine Skagit Valley has teamed up with farm stores and chefs to offer some virtual
kitchen inspiration! Greet the growers and taste the bounty at a participating stand to
sign up. Visit genuineskagitvalley.com.

Toss: It

Junk removal
HAVE JUNK? CALL OR TEXT (360)-854-8409 TODAY!

We recycle, donate or re-purpose anything possible before taking to the the transfer station.
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group, “This case is open and
active. [ want you all to know

that this case is close to my heart.

“We can’t make promises,”
said Nations, “but we’ll never
stop. This case is very active.”

“Anacortes Police Department
detectives continue to investigate
and search for answers regarding
what happened to Laynee and
who might be involved in the
case,” APD Community Service
Officer Brent Lindquist said in a
statement issued Sept. 9.

Lindquist said that the probe
has included an excavation of a
rural Skagit County site in July
and relevant reports entered into
the case file last week.

“Current investigatory
pieces,” said Lindquist, “include
analyzing digital data, obtaining
search warrants for both digital
and physical evidence and a
recent collective case review that

-Photo by Madoc Hiller

included the APD, Skagit County
Prosecutor’s Office, the FBI and
other agencies with a vested
interest in this case.”

Recent major developments in
the case have come from people
providing information, said
Police Chief Dave Floyd.

More information is needed.

“There are not a lot of factors
that are in our favor with this
case,” Floyd said. “The ones that
we have could be extremely key
pieces when we get to the point
that those factors come into play.
For now, releasing those pieces
could jeopardize the case as it
stands. We understand and share
in the frustration regarding this
case felt by Laynee’s loved ones
and her community.”

Those loved ones, meanwhile,
cling to hope that there will be
justice for Westbrook. Until then,
they will remain vigilant.

i i ble, make the most s
of Skegit flavofs this'season! *

&

Fruits, vegetables, local cheeses, eggs, Breadfarm bread, local flour.
12052 Chilberg - at the roundabout

B ;
FAMILY FARM

Fall is for
Planting Sale

Fruit, Flowering & Shade
Trees, Roses, Rhododendrons
& Azaleas
1 5 % OFF

September 16-30th

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon * 360-466-3821 I'i

“People’s

CHRISTIANSONS .55,

Nursery

Hours:
9-6 Daily

Nursery & Greenhouse

THRIFT SHOR

50% OFF
FANCY CLEAR
CUT GLASS
Look for the Red Dot

Our non-profit thrift
and consignment store
has bargains galore!
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||

Donations accepted
each Monday from
1pm to 3pm
www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
Open
Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris

Stop by!
T ———— - i— [T



