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Farm to table in your backyard

HARVESTING BRUSSELS SPROUTS – Skagit Valley Farm had a crew harvesting Brussels sprouts from its field on La 
Conner Whitney Road early on the morning of Dec. 18. The once-reviled vegetable has experienced a reanaissance of 
popularity in recent years and Skagit Valley Farm is the largest producer in the state.

 —Photo by Nancy Crowell
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Chanakuh candles & Christmas music  •  p 5
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County planning commission says ‘no’ to easing agritourism rules

Excavation begins for 
Center Street project
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Managing food insecurity key 
to a strong local food system
By Adam Sowards

Local grocery shoppers pause and compare pric-
es. They add up the rising costs of food and wonder 
how they will afford their next meal. This is how 
Arin Magill, director of the La Conner Sunrise 
Food Bank, defines food insecurity: concern about 
where the next meal will come from. 

The number of people feeling food insecure is 
growing locally. Magill reported the food bank’s 
clientele has increased 15% in the last two months. 
Statistics gathered by Skagit County Public Health 
for its “Food Security Data Report” issued in 
August indicate 11% of county residents are food 
insecure, including 16% of Skagit’s children. These 
figures are a few years old and likely underrepre-
sent the need. 

The Sunrise Food Bank distributes about 3,000 
pounds of food every week to approximately 

By Anne Basye

In the latest step in the process 
of reviewing and perhaps chang-
ing county code around agritour-
ism, the Skagit County Planning 
Commissioners voted 5 to 2 to 
recommend that Skagit County 
Commissioners adopt the changes to 
Skagit County code proposed by the 
county’s Agricultural Advisory Board. 

The Ag Advisory Board propos-
es regulating agritourism events as 
temporary events – and reducing the 
number of permitted temporary events 
a venue may host from 24 to 12 a 
year. 

It also recommends restricting the 
use of farm buildings to farming only. 
Other uses of barns, granaries and 
other outbuildings that have been lov-
ingly restored throughout the county 
would not be permitted, or permitted 
only through special use permits. 

The commissioners in favor of the 
measure cited enforcement as a main 
motivator for their vote. 

“Non-temporary events like tasting 
rooms and restaurants and weddings 
and those kinds of things are not 
allowed and have not been allowed, 
so it’s not like anything is being taken 
away,” said Commissioner Kathy 
Mitchell. 

“We are here this evening because 

existing codes haven’t been enforced 
in a long time,” said Commissioner 
Vince Henley. 

“Basic laws are already in place,” 
noted commission Chair Tim 
Raschko. “I can’t see what we can do 
legally but support the position we 
currently have on the table.” 

Commissioner Amy Hughes ad-
vocated for the county to have an in-
depth conversation on tourism and its 
impact on local citizens. “Worldwide 
and locally, unregulated tourism is 
disrupting life,” she said, citing traffic 
experienced during last year’s tulip 
festival. 

Commissioners Joe Woodmansee 
and Jen Hutchinson voted against the 
recommendation. 

“We need to start somewhere but 
going back to previous position is not 
the right one,” said Hutchinson. “It’s 
hard to recommend moving forward 
with a proposal that we had 1,000 
comments against and less than two 
dozen in support. I don’t think this is 
the right way to start.” 

Also, she noted, “There is no path-
way to compliance being recommend-
ed here.” 

Besides better enforcement, Henley 
would like to see “a pathway to 
compliance for those who are out of 
compliance.” He acknowledged that 
advancing the recommendation could 

help get “the new proposal, whatever 
it may be, onto the new docket.” 

The commission’s recommendation 
will be on the county commissioners’ 
meeting docket in January. Whether 
the commissioners accept or reject the 
measure, the agritourism conversation 
will continue. 

That is what members of the Multi-
Stakeholder group hope. Convened by 
Skagitonians to Preserve Farmland, 
the group proposed an alternative 
measure that would create a fixed 
number of “limited entry permits” for 
farm venues that would be renewed 
every three years. Inspections would 
ensure that events did not impact 
adjacent farming operations and other 
neighbors. 

The group will refine its proposal 
and submit it to the county’s 2025 
docket, said SPF Executive Director 
Allen Rozema. 

“We felt that our proposal could 
find the middle ground,” he told the 
Weekly News. “It would create a cap 
on the number of venues, which we 
understood the farming community 
wanted, and would create a code 
path for existing venues, which some 
would make and some not.” 

Rozema calls the planning commis-
sion’s request for more enforcement 

By Bill Reynolds

No building permit has yet been issued, but exca-
vation began at the 306 Center Street condominium 
project site last week to find the water table on the 
property so that paperwork could be completed for 
removal of contaminated soil.

Following that initial dig, a soil removal plan 
was drafted and submitted, according to Town of 
La Conner Assistant Planner Ajah Eills. 

Public Work Director Brian Lease approved the 
plan and soil removal commenced, Eills said. 

That work was completed and by early Friday 
afternoon all equipment had left the site.

The three-story complex, with six ground floor 
short-term rentals, will be built where fuel storage 
tanks and a garage once stood behind the former 
full-service fuel station that now houses The Slider 
Café and several other businesses.

A fill and grade permit was issued to KSA 
Investments, the firm developing the property 
whose principals are Kate and Brandon Atkinson. 

The soil removal, though, has led to some near 
literally rocky moments. 

Lifelong resident and professional builder Gary 
Nelson, a former planning commissioner who lives 
across the street from the site, told town coun-
cil at its Dec. 12 meeting that on the first day of 
excavation a work vehicle was parked across his 
driveway. 

“I’m urging the Town to rein them in,” said 
Nelson. “They need a designated parking area 
for their workers. It’s common practice to have 
designated parking when you’re working under a 
conditional use permit.” 

“They shouldn’t be parking across anyone’s 
driveway,” agreed Planning Director Michael 
Davolio. “That will be addressed.” 

Davolio said that the Town and KSA have 
reached agreement on several pre-construction 
issues. But one difference remains outstanding, he 
noted. The structure cannot exceed the Town’s 30-

By Ken Stern

Don’t let December’s rain, gray 
skies or fields of standing water 
distract you into thinking it has rained 
a lot. November maintained 2023’s 
pattern of rainfall below the monthly 
century’s norms. While precipitation 
came down 22 days, half of those 
were under one-tenth inch.

It rained daily the first two weeks, 
Nov. 1-13, totaling 2.5 inches, 78% 
of the month’s 3.2 inches. Nov. 1-4 
1.2 inches fell, which grew to 1.4 
inches through Nov 8. That was the 
longest period of higher precipitation. 
Another inch fell Nov. 11-13. While 
there were another nine days of rain-
fall, only two were around 0.2 inches.

The month’s rainfall was 1.3 inch-
es, 29.6%, below the century average. 
The 17.7 inches of rain in 2023 is 
10.4 inches, 37% below normal for 
the year to date for this century.

Five years since 2015 November 

November felt cold and was damp but not much rain fell
has had at least 5.6 inches of rain. Ten 
times since 2011 at least 4.7 inches 
came down.

Novembers are historically wet in 
the 21st century. At least 3.5 inches 
of rain has fallen 16 years. More than 

four inches of rain fell 12 times. In 
nine years, over five inches fell and 
six inches or more has fallen five 
times.

This year’s 3.2 inches of rain was 
the sixth driest November this centu-
ry. In five years less than three inches 
of rain fell. Two of those years were 
2019-2020.

The first week was the warmest 
stretch of the month, with highs of 
63.9- and 60.1-degrees Nov. 4-5. 
The daily average temperatures were 
between 51.5- and 57-degrees Nov. 
2-6. The average temperature did 
not again rise to 50 degrees nor did a 
daily high top 56.3 degrees.

The second half of the month was 
cold, with 12 mornings of frost start-
ing Nov. 14. Ten of those lows were 
in the twenties, including the last 
eight mornings, going down to 23.9 
degrees Nov. 28 and 24.7 degrees 
Nov. 29, when those days’ average 
temperature was below freezing. 

Nov. 23-30 the average temperature was below 
39 degrees with the days becoming increasingly 
colder.

It was not as cold as November 2022, but the 
daily minimum of 35.2 degrees is 2.7 degrees be-
low the century norm and the daily average of 42.7 
degrees is 1.3 degrees lower for the 2000s. Still, 
the average daily maximum of 50.6 degrees was at 
the century’s norm.

No precipitation or temperature records were set. 
There is no data for 2003. 
Measurements and data are at Washington State 

University’s Mount Vernon weather station on 
Memorial Highway.

Rain Report: November
Rainfall in November: 3.15”
Number of rain days: 22
Least rain, one day: 0.01”, 6 days
Most rain, one day: 0.6,” Nov. 11
Least rain: 1.61”, 2000
Most rain: 8.15”, 2021
Average rainfall, 2000-2023: 4.5” *
* No data, 2003

Data from WSU Mount Vernon. 

Holiday Closures

Christmas
Monday, Dec.25

Closed:
Everything

Bank: Closed 
Buses: No service
Library: Closed

Post Office: Closed 
Schools: Till Jan 3

Town Hall: Dec 22-26
County government: Closed

Trash Pick Up: None
Weekly News: Closed

And God bless us, everyone
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A citizens’ view—
Finding hope in dark times

LETTER

Tomorrow, Dec. 21, is the solstice, the shortest day of the year. 
In BCE, Before the Common Era, and for all the centuries in our 
Common Era, people have celebrated the end of the year’s dark 
period and the beginning again of the coming of the light. 

Leaders seeking followers for their new Christian religion piggy-
backed on the established communal gathering to herald the new light 
of the world, the hope for mankind, the Prince of Peace.

The Christians among us believe Jesus was born on Dec. 25. Wise 
men and shepherds came in honor and amazement of his birth. Here 
was God made flesh and come to Earth as savior.

What a great hope – miracle of miracles – that a child will save us. 
The adult Jesus would be the Prince of Peace, guiding mankind to 
beat their swords into plowshares and have us study war no more.

This year, 2023, has seen a dark fall in an incredibly gray and 
difficult year in an era of ongoing catastrophes and tragedies for those 
willing to stick with and look deeply and accurately at the realities of 
our larger world.

If only it was enough to hug our kids and drive them to their bas-
ketball games and music lessons. Maybe our children will become 
the hopes of the world and reach across manmade barriers to forge a 
peace adults refuse to attempt.

A child in a manger, homeless, on the road, his parents traveling as 
an imposed dictate. How could he grow into people’s savior? There 
are children today – this day – and pregnant mothers migrating, 
traveling not because they want to but because they are forced to, as 
the only hope for their and their family’s survival, if they can find 
shelter, food, water, safety for a day, for the rest of their lives.

“Unto us a child is born,” the Hebrew scriptures reads. Every sec-
ond of every minute of every hour of every day multiple children are 
born. Is one of them the hope of the world? Every one can be, if they 
live, if they are nurtured, if they are loved, if they grow up in love and 
told that in love lies hope for the world.

In this dark time, literally in far too many ways and figuratively 
in many ways more, adults tell each other and their children many 
stories. A story we can insist on and then work to make real is how 
the parents of today’s children worked to build a miracle, saving all 
children by insisting on and working toward peace, bringing light to 
all children everywhere in our lifetime.

– Ken Stern

We, tell – and listen to – 
stories for a reason.

Way before the internet or 
radio or even telegraph lines, 
communities collectively 
gathered around the campfire 
to both tell each other the 
important stories of the day and 
to recall and pass down myths, 
the collected wisdom from their 
elders and their ancestors.

Today it is hard to pause and 
cut through the din of garbage on 
social media to reflect and revel 
in a good story that has a deep, 
larger meeting. Now, we don’t 
understand irony and are blinded 
by the shine of celebrities. This 
instant’s glitter will be replaced 
by another bright shining mo-
ment tomorrow. In the long run 
each is as empty as the sugary 
cereal or whatever flavor of 
chips shaken of a bag that is then 
crumpled up and thrown away.

There have always been stories 
with deeper meaning, however 
valuable and wonderful the tale 
itself, however fabulous the 
heroes and however they were 
aided or cursed by the gods. 
Such are some of the stories from 
the ancients, as the one Greeks 
told of the warrior Jason and his 
Argonauts in their search for 
conquest and riches.

It is a complicated tale, of 
course, full of challenges thought 
too difficult to overcome. Think 
of Jason as, if not a superhero, 
then supercharged, as Batman is 
in our tales of him today.

Before Jason was even able 
to sow dragons’ teeth, he had to 
harness fire breathing bulls with 
bronze hoofs for plowing up the 
ground.

These are metaphors of danger 
and destruction.

What comes from such 

violence? 
From the dragon teeth planted 

into that land torn asunder spring 
fierce warriors who in a very differ-
ent way from ducklings imprinting 
on a mother, attack all in their path.

Google “to sow dragons’ 
teeth” and find “this is used as 
a metaphor to refer to doing 
something that has the effect of 
fomenting disputes.”

What was the result of the 
U.S. military in Iraq for years 
and Afghanistan for decades, 
having unleashed destruction and 
mayhem into each society and 
upon the land? Into the ruins of 
each children grew into war-
riors pledging eternal and utter 
vengeance. This lesson has been 
true and not learned across the 
continents and centuries.

In the Middle East the land 
once called Palestine had been 
ripped up and its native peoples 
pushed around for 75 years, 
since Israel was born from war in 
1948. Now, each bomb dropped, 
every bullet shot plants more 
dragons’ teeth, each fertilized 
in blood. Into the soul of each 
child and around every campfire 
one story is chanted, of death to 
the invaders, the killers of our 
fathers, our mothers, our sisters 
and our brothers. 

The blood of families and 
neighbors and the dust of homes 
and villages destroyed all create 
a fertile potion from which more 
death and destruction will spring.

And that is why the myths 
of ancients are told and passed 
down through the ages: To weave 
a tale of warning to not repeat 
the actions of the past.

All people can listen to this 
tale, learn, take heed and act. Or 
not. As it has ever been so.

By Jessica Davey

Did you know that in Skagit 
County only 2% of the farms in 
the valley are over a thousand 
acres? Did you also know that 
41% of farms in Skagit County 
are noted as residential or life-
style farms, aka hobby farms? 

The face of farming has 
changed: There are fewer farms 
that are operating at a commer-
cial level, or what would be con-
sidered financially self-sufficient 
operations. There are fewer new 
farmers entering the industry, as 
there are greater barriers to entry 
– more so then ever before. It 
takes years to see a rate of return 
when you are starting a new farm 
from the ground up, and most 
new farmers today do not have 
the resources to self-sustain a 
farming operation. 

The barrier to entry into farm-
ing is exceedingly high and all 
the while the industry is chal-
lenged with an aging population. 
More farmers will retire as the 
years go by, and there are fewer 
farmers entering the industry. If 
you are doing the math, as I am, 
we are set to see a future with 
many fewer farmers to farm the 
land we are so set on preserving. 

With this in mind, why would 

the Skagit County Planning 
Commission vote to support 
the restrictive-purposed zoning 
changes from the Agricultural 
Advisory Committee? The 
proposed changes will further 
restrict the resources farmers 
may have to support their 
farming operations, and they 
will limit what farms may do to 
support themselves financially. 
If our goal in the county is to 
preserve farmland and support 
our farmers, how do the 
proposed changes achieve this? 
These changes are set to layer 
in another barrier to entry for 
Skagit farmers. 

It has become increasingly 
clear that the Skagit County 
Planning Commission are not 
considering the needs of the 
small business farmer, or the 
98% of farms in Skagit Valley 
under 1,000 acres. The zoning 
changes will restrict the types 
of activities that can be done on 
agricultural land or how often 
they can happen. This comes at a 
time when we have seen a 10% 
decrease of farms as reported in 
the Skagit County Comprehen-
sive Plan from 2007 to 2012. 

Instead of limiting what farm 
owners can do, shouldn’t we 
tackle the gap in our current 

zoning to actually address a com-
pliant path forward for the wide 
range of activities covered under 
agritourism? Activities hap-
pening in the county currently 
include weddings, tasting rooms, 
RV stays, etc. Yet, the proposed 
code changes limit what farmers 
can do with their land, limits 
how they can generate income 
to support their farm operations 
and it does not provide sufficient 
change to the code to properly 
address everything that is defined 
as agritourism. 

Our goal should not be to 
preserve dirt exclusively for 
farming: Our goal should be to 
preserve the farmer. Farmers 
need our support and the ability 
to use their land as needed to 
support their operations for 
future sustainability. We have 
co-existed under these conditions 
for decades, and any code change 
now should capture a path for-
ward for everyone. 

Jessica Davey is a local small 
business owner in Skagit Valley, 
a wife and mother to three young 
boys where she and her family 
enjoy their small farm.

Preserve Skagit County’s small business farmers

A citizens’ view—

By Tim Manns

The Puget Sound Partnership 
recently released its biennial 
State of the Sound report con-
cluding that while, overall, Puget 
Sound is holding on, its recovery 
remains uncertain (Puget Sound 
Partnership: State of the Sound 
(wa.gov)). This very mixed 
scorecard is concerning. Merely 
clinging to life with little move-
ment towards improved health 
of the Sound, its ecosystems and 
species is not sufficient progress 
in restoring this beautiful inland 
sea around which we live. 

The report uses 44 vital signs 
to represent the many aspects 
of the Sound’s health. While six 
of those vital signs are looking 
up and five are clearly down, 23 
show no clear trend of decline 
or improvement and seven have 
mixed results (three have insuf-
ficient data). A few examples of 
the vital signs: 

Estuarine wetlands, where 
fresh and saltwater mix, are 
critical to salmon, marine birds, 
shorebirds and waterfowl. Nearly 
80% of estuarine wetlands 
around the Sound have been 
diked for urban development or 
farmland in the last 150 years. 
Recently that trend is reversing 
with 3,420 acres restored to 

estuarine wetlands since 2006, 
a vital sign headed in the right 
direction. However, while this is 
one area of clear gains, projected 
sea level rise over the coming 
decades could reverse those 
gains, drowning and squeezing 
out estuarine wetlands against 
dikes that prevent the shoreline 
from migrating upslope with 
rising waters. 

Terrestrial birds, especially 
those dependent on the once 
thriving forests around the 
Sound, are in steady decline, 
starting in the late 1960s. For ex-
ample the golden-crowned king-
let, one of our smallest perching 
birds, found primarily in mon-
tane conifer forests, has declined 
by 60% in the western U.S. over 
the last 60 years. Protection of 
mature and old growth forest is 
of particular importance to this 
species and others dependent on 
these habitats. 

A sign with mixed results is 
that of marine birds. Four species 
were selected to represent marine 
birds in the Sound. marbled 
murrelet populations have been 
declining at a rate of 5% per year 
since 2000. Scoters have been 
declining at about 2% per year. 
Pigeon guillemots and rhinoceros 
auklet populations appear stable, 
although a recent study shows 

some declines in the latter. 
If we want the Puget Sound to 

be the vital, functioning eco-
system it once was, we have to 
do more. We must protect and 
restore more estuarine areas and 
initiate plans to allow migration 
of those areas with sea level rise 
especially in the Sound’s major 
river deltas. We must protect old 
growth forests around the Puget 
Sound Basin and the Olympic 
Peninsula and protect and restore 
key marine habitats such as 
kelp and eelgrass beds. We must 
reduce shoreline hard armoring 
that impacts functioning shore-
line ecosystems and production 
of forage fish, vital prey for 
salmon and marine birds. 

Here in Skagit County, current 
exhibits and presentations at the 
Museum of Northwest Art are 
powerful reminders of the impact 
sea level rise and other effects of 
climate change are having local-
ly. King tides and the flooding 
of homes and roads are just the 
beginning. 

We live in a magnificent place 
struggling to hold its own and 
must all do more to help it recov-
er and thrive. 

Tim Manns is conservation 
chair of the Skagit Audubon 
Society.

Report: The Sound is holding on; recovery uncertain

Kudos to the editor for being 
willing to post a letter in last 
week’s issue that, I suspect, 
did not align with his perspec-
tive. This gives credence to his 
professed belief that a free press, 
uncensored, is best and open 
communication can, hopefully, 
create new channels of under-
standing.

I can relate to the letter writ-
er’s sense of loss (“America has 
changed,” Dec. 13). Yes, those 
golden years that we both grew 
up in were awesome. And yes, 
we miss them. But times change, 
conditions change and then is 
gone forever. Kiss it goodbye. 

And don’t blame Joe Biden. 
There were a few, mostly 
Republican, presidents between 
then and now. It would take more 
reams of newsprint than we have 
available here to discuss that. 

I would remind the writer 
that most of the vegetables and 
fruits that he eats are presented 
to him by immigrant labor. And 
that there is a shortage of those 
workers. His obsession on issues 
at the border is, I search for the 
term, how about “obsessive?” It 
borders on being racist. 

And then we devolve to 
“skulls full of mush” and “hair 
on fire.” Oh, my.

The writer seems to have 
no grasp of the history of the 

Palestinian-Israeli conflict, the 
total domination of Israel over 
any Palestinian attempt at sov-
ereignty, the denial of rights to 
Palestinian citizens in Israel, the 
ongoing killing and theft of land 
on the Left Bank. 

And, lastly, the writer seems 
to reveal a commitment to total 
control, cutting off aid to his 
children if they go against his 
political beliefs. This is most 
revealing of one who is dedicat-
ed to certain political beliefs that 
override even family love.

Jai Boreen
La Conner

Loss, politics, family love
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360-424-4548 • 1-800-4688-6081 • 2600 Cedardale Rd 
Mount Vernon • I-5 Exit 225 • www.soundcedar.com

Operated by
Robert Desmarais and crew

Skagit County Native for 44 Years
22,000 SQ FT SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE

CEDAR SIDING
TIMBERS
TRIM

DDEECCKKOORRAATTOORRSS  COMPOSITE DECKING

HHAARRDDWWOOOODD  DDEECCKKIINNGG  --  
Tiger wood • IPE •Bamboo & 
more CCEEDDAARR  DDEECCKKIINNGG

CEDAR FFEENNCCIINNGG  --  
1x4 • Split Rail • 1x6

YARD WASTE RECYCLINGYARD WASTE RECYCLING

www.townofl aconner.org

Town of La Conner

Hours: Monday-Friday 8 am - 3:30 pm 
12154 Chilberg Road, 
La Conner, WA 98257

Phone: 360-466-4314

Compost pick-up at compost kiosk facility is FREE.

Purchase punch cards at Town Hall for 
buying compost at the plant. 

No cash or punch card sales at the plant.

Member SIPC

Scott A Price
Financial Advisor
P O Box 795
La Conner, WA 98257
360-466-2933

Time for a year-end 
financial review.
Start here.

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894O-A AECSPAD

Home renovations · remodels · flooring · drywall · decks 
door/window replacement · siding · interior/exterior painting 

 big and small jobs

JL’s Contracting Solutions

360-840-5538
Joshlockrem@gmail.com

Josh Lockrem
Licensed*Bonded*Insured

By Bill Reynolds

Four-term La Conner Mayor 
Ramon Hayes chaired his final 
town council meeting Dec. 12, 
but it was a business-as-usual 
session with no celebration or 
reception. 

Hayes wouldn’t have had it 
any other way. 

“It’s just not my personality,” 
he told the Weekly News after-
ward on his reluctance to see the 
meeting morph into a retirement 
party. 

“Once something is done, it’s 
over,” he explained. “And we 
had a very long, grueling agenda 
to work through.” 

There was, however, mention 
during the meeting – which 
included a 20-minute executive 
session on a new labor agree-
ment with public works staff – of 
Hayes being feted in January 
with a retirement dinner at the 
Waterfront Café. 

Town Emergency Management 
Commission Chair Bill Stokes, 
who served on the council and 
planning commission and former 
mayor Dan O’Donnell each 
briefly thanked Hayes for his 
public service. 

The bulk of the meeting, which 
ran well over an hour, dealt with 
adoption of the 2024 budget, 
department and administrative 
reports, approval of a 2024 
utility rates schedule, passage 
of assorted resolutions and 
agreements (including the July 4 
fireworks display), appointment 
of Cynthia Elliott to the planning 
commission and Councilmember 
Annie Taylor as mayor pro-tem, 
reappointment of Michael Bucy 
to the parks commission and 
concerns registered by citizens 
over recent activity at the 306 
Center Street condo project site. 

On the budget, Hayes noted 
that while hotel/motel and sales 
tax revenues this year have sur-
passed expectations, “we don’t 
always have enough money to 
fund everything we want,” citing 
the impact of post-COVID-19 
inflation. 

The council did add $4,000 
for the La Conner Swinomish 
Library’s after-school tutoring 
program. 

Councilmember MaryLee 
Chamberlain said the finan-
cial commitment to the library 
represents a positive partnership 
between the two, akin to one in 
the works between the Town, 
La Conner Schools and the La 
Conner Firefighters Association 
for restoration and installation of 
a message board at the Chilberg 
Road fire station. 

Stokes said that while he 
doesn’t oppose supporting the 
library, he questioned whether 
the after-school program would 
duplicate what’s already being 
done at the newly expanded 
Braves Hub on campus. 

Resident Debbie Aldrich 
agreed with Chamberlain that it’s 
money well spent. 

“It’s a good idea,” she said. 
“We should be supportive. The 
kids will use it.” 

Resident, Mollie Rights con-
curred as well. 

“You can’t know how the tu-
toring program will work unless 

you try it,” she said. “You have 
to fund it first. Fund it now and 
see how it works. My experience 
with libraries is they’ll use that 
money and the kids will come.” 

Looking ahead budget-
wise, Town Administrator 
Scott Thomas and wastewater 
treatment plant operator Kelly 
Wynn noted the nearly 50-
year old sewage facility faces 
expensive state-mandated 
upgrades in the next few years. 
Thomas recommended delaying 
the service surcharge to fund 
those plant improvements until 
engineering studies and analyses 
are completed. 

Thomas suggested the sur-
charge be revisited next year. 
Wynn anticipates as “inevitable” 
new construction at the plant site 
within three to five years. 

Mayor-elect Marna Hanneman 
praised all those at Town Hall 
responsible for developing the 
budget. 

“It’s amazing,” she said, “what 
this town can do with the money 
we don’t have.” 

A utility rates increase ordi-
nance, based on the regional 
Consumer Price Index and 
grudgingly approved by the 
council, will be one way to help 
fill expenditure gaps. 

“In preparing this ordinance,” 
explained Thomas, “as a base I 
used the April 2023 CPI-U for 
the Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue 
(area), which is 6.9%. As we 
know, CPI is a measure of the 
average change in prices over 
time in a fixed market basket of 
goods and services.In keeping 
with past council discussion, I 
amended the sewer base rate for 
2024 to reflect a 6.9% increase 
and the usage rate per gallon of 
water consumed to reflect an 8% 
increase.” 

Any pain from the rates hike 
will be shared, Councilmember 
Ivan Carlson vowed. 

“In the past,” he quipped, ‘my 
stipends from the council and 
fire department have paid my 
water bill. That won’t happen 
anymore.” 

Taylor was elected to a six-
month term as mayor pro-tem, to 
substitute when Hanneman is out 
of town. 

“You can’t go on vaca-
tion,” Taylor insisted jokingly. 
Hanneman assumes office Jan. 1. 

The regularly scheduled Dec. 
26 Council meeting was can-
celed.

All that remained was for 
Hayes to bid adieu. 

“It’s been a pleasure, ladies 
and gentlemen,” he said. “Marna 
has the temperament and she is 
well prepared and very capable 
for her new role.” 

Mayor Hayes’ final council 
meeting ends without fanfare

By Bill Reynolds

It’s been said that an ill wind 
blows no good. 

In the case of the Skagit 
County Fire District 13 coverage 
area, which entails Swinomish 
Reservation and rural La Conner, 
a facsimile windstorm at the end 
of March is designed to do plenty 
good. 

Planning has started for a 
March 30 Emergency Opera-
tions Center Windstorm Disaster 
Exercise and unified command 
strategy. 

Captains Gary Ladd and 
Ted Taylor and Brad Reading 
of Shelter Bay summarized 
the training at the December 
commissioners hybrid meeting at 
the Snee-Oosh Road station last 
Thursday. 

“The objective,” Ladd told the 
Weekly News, “is to establish a 
unified command to manage a 
windstorm disaster. This com-
mand needs to consist of the 
stakeholders, decision makers 
and those with financial author-
ity. To us, that would be a fire 
commissioner from District 13, 
a senator from the Swinomish 
Tribal Community and a board 
member from Shelter Bay.” 

The exercise scenario will as-

sume a week of heavy rain with 
high winds predicted overnight. 
It projects downed limbs and 
branches and hazardous condi-
tions, loss of electrical power 
and property damage, with trees 
uprooted and fallen on houses, 
power lines and cell towers caus-
ing major infrastructure damage 
to houses, buildings and places 
of business and no cellular or 
internet services and no power. 
With the 9-1-1 system over-
whelmed, fire and police will 
have to self-actuate. 

Shelter Bay Community 
Emergency Response Team 
members and volunteers will 
activate a disaster assistance 
center with generators, cots, 
blankets, water and medical 
supplies set up in the Shelter Bay 
clubhouse. 

“The hope,” Ladd said, “is 
that notice will be sent out to 
all Shelter Bay residents asking 
them to participate as volunteers 
or victims and to put up placards 
in their front windows stating 
‘HELP’ or ‘OK.’ 

If enough Shelter Bay res-
idents volunteer, tents with 
generators for heat and power 
will be set up. 

Commission chairman Bruce 
Shellhamer agreed. “I like the 

idea of having a windstorm 
exercise,” he said. “It’s good to 
practice before the game comes 
on.” 

The ultimate goal is testing the 
district’s communications and 
unified command systems.

The effectiveness of staff train-
ing was seen earlier Thursday 
when firefighters and emergency 
medical personnel responded to 
a horrific motor vehicle crash on 
Reservation Road involving a 
teen driver whose vehicle struck 
a tree and caught fire. 

The driver was removed from 
the vehicle and transported to 
John K. Bob Ball Park where 
a district crew established a 
landing zone for an emergency 
helicopter. The teen was then 
flown to Harborview Hospital 
in Seattle where she underwent 
successful surgeries. 

“Our team really came togeth-
er today,” said Fire Chief Wood 
Weiss. “We were handed a very 
tense situation and got someone 
headed to care.” 

Badges were presented to 
firefighters Jackson Grande and 
Logan James at the meeting’s 
end. James is also an emergency 
medical technician. 

Jan. 11 is the commissioners 
next meeting.

FD 13 plans a windstorm disaster exercise

By Bill Reynolds

It’s often said that to every-
thing there is a season. 

For La Conner’s emergency 
management commission, that 
means development of a com-
prehensive guide addressing all 
disaster scenarios. 

“We’ve been working on 
flooding issues hot and heavy 
for quite a while,” Town 
Administrator Scott Thomas said 
at the the commission’s Dec. 12 
hybrid meeting. Now we need to 
develop a process and procedure 
for our (emergency management) 
plan.” 

Identifying groups within the 
community that will need extra 
assistancen is key. 

“How do we accommodate 
persons with disabilities in emer-
gency shelters?” he asked. “How 
do we communicate with the 
hearing impaired in an emergen-
cy?” 

Resources are available. Skagit 
County, the Swinomish Indian 
Tribal Community, Shelter Bay 
and the City of Anacortes have 
adopted emergency management 
plans or are now doing so. 

The commission is hopeful 
that representatives will meet 
with them next year. 

Commissioner Jim White will 
attend a Shelter Bay emergency 
management meeting. He named 
Ted Taylor, a Shelter Bay resi-
dent as a resource. Taylor is the 
emergency management coor-
dinator for Skagit County Fire 
District 13. 

The town plan will address 
disaster situations including fires, 
earthquakes, tsunamis, extreme 
hot or cold weather, cyber-
attacks and, of course, flooding. 

Commissioner Jerry George 
noted that the Skagit County 
emergency management plan 
would be a key tool. 

“The Skagit plan is important,” 
he said, “because most of the 
resources we would call upon 
would be from the county.” 

Communicating is essential as 
well, said Commission Chair Bill 
Stokes. 

“Getting information to citi-
zens so that they’re prepared (for 
an emergency) is very import-
ant,” he said. 

Maps of the town were shared 
that can be modified to identify 
locations of and services avail-
able at La Conner’s emergency 
shelters. 

The next meeting is Jan. 2 at 
4:30 p.m. at Maple Hall. 

Community emergency management 
communications planning underway

Agritourism. . . (from page 1)

“an unfunded mandate” that 
would tax a county staff “maxed 
out” with current enforcement. 

“Given that county has already 
adopted the 2024 budget, are 
they prepared to do a budget 
amendment to address this pro-
posal?” he asked. 

Chris Dariotis of La Conner 
Gardens farms one of his 18 
acres and sells his produce to 
neighbors he calls “apprecia-
tive.” While he described himself 
as a tiny participant with no dog 
in the fight, he hopes that the 
farming activity he sees out-
side his window can “be shared 
with the world, not just kept for 
ourselves.” 

For SPF, the agritourism discussion 
is one of many agricultural-related 
issues that evolve as farming evolves. 

“Our board looks at the entire 
ag industry and what is in its best 
interest long term,” said Rozema. 
Many previous flashpoint issues 
around land use “have been 
settled in the short term, then you 
see how it works out. Policies 
may need tweaks three, five or 
10 years down the road.” 

And agritourism? 
“This is a community issue, 

so if we can keep all the stake-
holders talking, there could be a 
solution found.” 
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PRIME�RIB
SURF�&�TURF

Steak • Seafood • Wine

NEW�YORK�STRIP�LOIN
with Aged Cranberry Stilton 

and Port Wine Demi-glace

December 22 and 23 December 25
1pm-10pm

GAMING  |  DINING  |  EVENTS  |  GOLF  |  LODGE

1.888.288.8883  |  SWINOMISHCASINOANDLODGE.COM
Must be 18 to gamble. Management reserves all rights.

By Bill Reynolds

It was junior cheer night at 
Landy James Gym last Friday. 

And the La Conner High 
School girls’ basketball team 
gave both the youth cheerlead-
ers and a large crowd plenty to 
applaud. 

Maeve McCormick scored a 
game-high 26 points, Shaniquah 
Casey filled the stat sheet with 
16 points, six rebounds, six 
steals and two assists, Nora 
McCormick added six points and 
a half dozen steals and Jackie 
Lam finished with six points 
and eight boards in drubbing 1B 
Oakville 56-35 to improve to 
5-2. 

Alyssa Forsythe and Laela 
Baker scored 10 points apiece 
for the visitors, who fell to 1-4. 
Andrea Mendez-Castro chipped 
in another eight points in the 
non-league contest. 

With its full-court press forc-
ing Oakville turnovers in droves 
– La Conner recorded 24 steals 
– the hosts built a double-digit 
halftime lead (37-23). 

Maeve McCormick scored 
13 points – half her total– in the 
second quarter, many coming on 
transition layups. 

She was 11 of 21 from the field 
(one of three from three-point 
range) and three of four from the 
foul line while collecting seven 
steals and grabbing four rebounds. 

After a tough road loss at 2A 
Kingston six days earlier, the 
team pulled away further by 
outscoring Oakville 19-12 in the 
second half. 

“It was a nice bounce back 
win for us,” coach Joe Harper 
told the Weekly News afterward. 
“We’ve got a few girls back 
who had missed some of the 
previous games but were still not 
at full strength as it was Lydia 
Grossglass’ turn in the sickness 
rotation this week.” 

Casey had left La Conner’s 
Oct. 5 game with Orcas Island 
due to shoulder soreness. 

“She came out and put up 16 
points for us, which I believe is 
her career high,” Harper said. 

He cited the play of Maeve 
McCormick as well. 

“She seems to be everywhere 
out there for us,” Harper said, 
“be it jumping in front of a pass 
or crashing the boards. Maeve 
has a motor that never stops 
when she’s on the floor.” 

Junior guard Lily Dougliss 
likewise drew praise. She has 

been pressed into starting duty 
with teammates sidelined recent-
ly by illness and injury. 

“She’s done an outstanding 
job,” stressed Harper. “What 
people don’t realize is this is 
really her second year playing 
basketball overall. What she is 
doing is remarkable and her im-
provement defensively from year 
one is what we really appreciate. 

“If you watch the film,” he 
added, “there are not a lot of 
mistakes on the floor by Lily and 
she is also one of the stronger 
rebounders on the team even 
though she is only 5-1.” 

Harper remains impressed with 
the team’s eighth graders, two of 
whom – Nora McCormick and 
Kim Williams – drew starting 
assignments against Oakville. 

“Our eighth graders continue 
to improve and contribute on a 
nightly basis,” he said. 

La Conner, which traveled 
to 2A Squalicum last night, en-
tertains 1A South Whidbey this 
Friday at home. 

“We do have work to do,” 
Harper acknowledged, “as we 
really need to focus on protecting 
the ball. Our turnovers are an 
issue, but I believe the girls will 
correct that moving forward.”

Girl hoopsters drop Acorns in big win

By Bill Reynolds

Coming off his selection as 
the Skagit Valley Herald Boys’ 
Athlete of the Week, La Conner’s 
Brayden Pedroza provided 
Braves fans an impressive encore 
at Landy James Gym Friday 
night. 

The junior guard dazzled with 
an array of shots on his way to 
a game high 33 points, 10 of 
which came in the pivotal fourth 
quarter, to lead the hosts to a 
69-51 non-league win over 1B 
Oakville. 

Pedroza found the hoop on 
slicing drives through the paint, 
mid-range jumpers, three-point 
bombs and at the free throw 

stripe where he converted five of 
six attempts. 

But as good as Pedroza was – 
which was plenty – it was hardly 
a one-man band for the team in 
its double-digit takedown of the 
talented Acorns and their impos-
ing front line size. 

In addition to Pedroza, five 
other players made the nets sing. 

Corran Eisen delivered 12 
points, including a pair of pe-
rimeter treys. Ivory Damien, in 
foul trouble early, finished with a 
flourish, scoring seven of his 11 
points in the final stanza. 

C.J. Edwards, matched Eisen 
with two three-pointers, in 
tallying nine points. Jarrett Hatch 
and Logan Burks chipped in two 

points apiece. 
Fueled by a tenacious full-

court press that forced repeated 
Oakville turnovers in the back-
court, La Conner closed with a 
decisive 25-11 run in the fourth 
period. 

“Overall, it was a great team 
win for us,” first-year coach 
Lance Lopez told the Weekly 
News afterward. “Defensively, 
we turned up the pressure and 
found a way for us to use our 
athleticism. 

“When we get after it and 
run,” he added, “good things 
happen for us.” 

The transition game was just 
enough to offset a splendid out-
ing by post Courtney Price, who 

paced the Acorns with 32 points. 
Only two of those, however, 
came in the fourth quarter when 
the Braves’ press limited oppor-
tunities for Oakville to set up its 
half-court offense. 

Price did most of his damage 
on low post moves and putbacks, 
especially in the second frame, 
when he scored all but three of 
Oakville’s 17 points. 

Despite the 18-point final 
margin, the fast-paced contest 
was a back-and-forth affair much 
of the way. 

The score was 35-35 mid-
way through the third quarter 
following a tip-in by Burks and 
two free throws from Oakville’s 
Eddie Klatush. 

Pedroza responded with con-
secutive 15-foot jumpers, Eisen 
drained a trey and Edwards broke 
free for a layup as La Conner 
built a 44-40 lead going into the 
fourth quarter. 

From that point, the Braves 
never looked back. 

The team opened the decisive 
period with a 12-2 spurt with 
Pedroza and Edwards accounting 
for six points each. 

The Acorns got no closer than 
57-47. With the loss, the Acorns 
fell to 3-2. 

The win came six days after a 
tough loss at 2A Kingston. 

“We didn’t have any games 

La Conner Boys’ defense cracks Acorns for 69-51 basketball win

By Bill Reynolds

The atmosphere was electric 
at the Dec. 11 La Conner School 
board meeting. 

Campus solarization options lit 
up the room. 

La Conner Town Council 
member MaryLee Chamberlain 
and resident Bob Raymond, of 
the Skagit Valley Clean Energy 
Cooperative, provided an update 
on local solar grant projects, 
including a feasibility study and 
analysis of energy consumption 
at the school district. 

They made a pitch, eliciting 
a positive board reception, for 
the school district to convert to 
electric buses. 

The two presented data that 
showed cost savings and envi-
ronmental benefits of electric 
over diesel buses. 

“It’s a beautiful time to enter 
this space,” said Chamberlain, 
who noted Raymond has con-
ducted extensive research into 
grant opportunities for school 
districts converting to electric. 

“We see the potential as amaz-
ing,” she said. 

Nearly a dozen school districts 
in the Pacific Northwest have 
already switched, Chamberlain.  

said, including Orcas Island,
“You would be on the cutting 

edge in the Valley to have elec-
tric buses,” Chamberlain said. 

She conceded there would be 
start-up costs incurred and the 
need for maintenance training, 
but the district would save mon-
ey in the long run. 

“These buses last a long time,” 
she said. “There are no fuel 
costs. The drivers love them 
and the kids are calmer because 
they’re quieter.” 

The two said access to grant 
funding is a key reason districts 
are considering making the move 

Board members affirmed their 
support to pursue the electric 
buses option and grant applica-
tion process. 

In the present, more students 
than anticipated are enrolled. 
Finance Director David Cram 
reported that 498 full-time K-12 
students are on the rolls this year. 
Cram had estimated a student 
count of 490 in August prior to 
the start of classes. 

“I actually thought we’d hit 
500,” Cram said. 

That may yet happen, said 
Superintendent Will Nelson. 

School district revs up for green energy
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Arts and Entertainment

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Tea & Art Gallery 

Have a holiday latte or cocoa while you’re downtown

Give a gourmet food gift!  Chocolates & truffles from Forte; McCrea’s caramels, and
Tree Juice maple syrup for Christmas pancakes Buddy the Elf would love!

106 S 1st St., La Conner
Open 7 am daily

7 – 2 Dec. 24
Closed Christmas

LAST CHANCE FOR 2023 CHRISTMAS SHOPPING
Super-soft stuffed animals – funny and artistic coffee mugs – The Queen’s 
Teapot and other coffee & tea equipment – Christmas cards – jewelry – 
local handmade purses – art from Skagit & Whatcom artists AND MORE! 

Reclamation
CANDLE COMPANY

Buy a candle!
Scented candles

Wax melts 
and melters

Beeswax candles
Tapers & holders!

Hours:
 9   -5 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

“Peoples 
Choice”

Award-winning
nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Here is the proof for the  Sept. 14th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

(regular price)

Fall is for
Planting Sale

The best time of the year for planting!

Fruit, flowing and  shade trees. 
Roses, rhododendrons & azaleas.

25% OFF

through September 30th

“People’s 
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the May 4th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Fridays
‘ til 7 p.m.

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Geraniums

20% Off
through May 8th

Everblooming
Zonals, Ivies,

Martha Washingtons
and scented
geraniums
in 4” pots.

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Winter Fresh!

        Hellebores 20% off
Through December 14th

Just dug from the ground, our spring supply of
Magnolias, Dogwood,

Japanese Maples, 
hedging laurels and boxwoods.

Now is the time to plant the
pick of the patch!

December is a great planting
month for trees and shrubs.

www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com619 South 1st Street La Conner, WA   360-466-4808

Open Daily, 10 am - 6 pm

By Kay Torrance

From mid-August through 
early November, daylight in 
the Pacific Northwest decreas-
es by about three minutes per 
day. When the winter solstice 
arrives on Dec. 21 there is only 
8.5 hours of daylight. This is an 
excellent time to start an indoor 
growing stand project.

 
Find a suitable location 

Gardeners naturally want to 
place their grow stand near a 
window. However, with good 
artificial lighting, you can use 
a dark corner, unused room or 
counter, shower stall or heated 
basement. The size needs to 
match your growing goals. Once 
you decide on the size, it is time 
to decide whether to purchase a 
kit or build your own. Many kit 
options are available; some fit on 
a small tabletop, others are large 
tents that are mini-indoor green-
houses. Build your own with 
wood or pipe, or save money by 
repurposing shelving and lights 
you already have. 
Selecting lighting 

Grow stands need a good 
source of artificial lighting, ideal-
ly lights that produce a full spec-
trum of high-intensity light for 
rapid plant growth. Leafy greens 
and herbs need around five hours 
of direct sunlight each day. Most 
garden vegetables need up to 14 
hours of light each day. Fluores-
cent or LED tube lights are an 
inexpensive alternative to a plant 
or grow light. Florescent lights 
give off some heat, which is 
beneficial to plants, but the glass 
bulbs can be easily broken. LED 
grow lights produce the highest 
intensity light but are the most 
expensive. Fluorescent lights 
should be hung one to three inch-
es above the plants. 
Heating pad selection and use 
Size the pad to cover as much 

of the footprint of the plant 

tray(s) as possible. Place the 
plant tray on top of the pad. Of-
ten heat pads are sold rolled up in 
boxes. At room temperature, the 
pads are stiff. Before unrolling a 
pad, plug it in and let it warm up. 
Forcing them flat can break the 
heating elements inside. 

Selecting what to plant 
As a rule of thumb, plant what 

you like to eat. Avoid vegetables 
that take a long time to grow 
and are inexpensive to purchase. 
Concentrate on herbs and greens 
that are best eaten fresh. For de-
tailed information and a planting 
calendar, read WSU Home Veg-
etable Gardening in Washington 
https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/
sites/2073/2014/09/Home-Vege-
table-Gardening-in-Washington.
pdf 
Growing seeds 

If you are growing plant starts 
to transplant outdoors, start seeds 
around eight weeks before the 
last frost date. March is a good 
time to plant indoors. Plant each 
6-pack with the same or similar 
seeds. Some plants like parsley 
will stay in the 6-pack for four 
to six weeks whereas lettuce will 
need to be transplanted in two 
to three weeks. It will take 5-14 
days for seed germination. Some 
seeds will germinate faster if you 
soak them in water first. Follow 
directions on the seed packet and 
research specific germination in-
formation from seed companies. 

More information: Skagit 
County/WSU Extension Ask A 
Master Gardener blog at https://
www.skagitmg.org/indoor-grow-
stand/ 

Kay Torrance has been a 
Skagit County WSU Extension 
Master Gardener since 2019. 
She is garden coordinator of the 
Naturescape garden and pond in 
the Discovery Garden on SR 536 
west of Mount Vernon. 

Information: skagitmg.org.

Start an indoor grow stand for 
fresh homegrown salads

State parks free for ‘First Day Hike’ Jan 1
OLYMPIA —Begin the new 

year with Washington State Parks 
during their annual First Day 
Hikes Jan. 1, 2024. 

Over 20 of the more than 
40 state parks participating 
are in northwest Washington. 
Choose between staff-led and 
self-guided hikes, snowshoe 
excursions, dog walks, bike and 
trail rides, paddle adventures 
and more. The northwest parks 
range from Larrabee, Rockport 
and Deception Pass close by to 
Fort Casey, Fort Ebey and South 
Whidbey on Whidbey Island to 
Camano Island State Park 

Events will range in difficulty 
from paved, flat ADA-accessible 
trails to moderate hill climbs. A 
few parks will host more than 
one hike with options tailored to 
different interests and abilities. 

Some hikes include fun and 
educational talks with rangers 
discussing the history and natural 
features of the parks. 

First Day Hikes is a nation-
al initiative led by America’s 
State Parks, encouraging people 
to start the new year outside. 
Last year, more than 1,500 
participants hiked, biked and 
snowshoed 2,653 trail miles in 
Washington’s state parks. 

Most First Day Hikes require 
advanced registration and group 
sizes may be limited. 

This is the first state-managed 
land free day of 2024. Visitors 
will not need a Discover Pass to 
park on state recreation lands. 
Sno-Park permits are required.

Information: parks.wa.gov/
find-activities.
Source: Washington State Parks

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS – Mayor Ramon Hayes lit the menorah at the Chanukah celebration at Maple Hall 
hosted by Rabbi Shumli Silver and attended by over 100 people Dec. 10. Mel Damski sang “The Chanukah 
Song” and Kevin Paul sang a heartfelt song in Lushootseed.                                  – Photo courtesy of Mel Damski

SEVENTEEN BAND MEMBERS PLAYING – On the ninth day before Christmas the 50-strong Skagit 
Community Band performed their annual holiday concert to a probably record overflow crowd in Maple Hall 
Dec. 16. Attendees listened from the first and second floor hallways. The A’Town Big Band also performed. 
  – Photo by Ken Stern
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SUDOKO

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer 
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY • BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
HAND-DIPPED FISH & CHIPS ON THURSDAYS
FRIDAY - SUNDAY: We have delicious burgers

featuring Mesman’s organic beef
19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon

Hours: Thurs.-Sun: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9
Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill

Town of La Conner
Notice is hereby given that 

the Town Council of the Town 
of La Conner, Washington, 
passed Ordinance No. 1235 at 
the December 12, 2023, Town 
Council meeting.  A summary 
of Ordinance No. 1235 is as 
follows:
An Ordinance Repealing 

Section 2.65.005 of the La 
Conner Municipal Code, Sal-
ary Commission.
Complete copies of Ordi-

nance No. 1235 are available 
at La Conner Town Hall, P.O. 
Box 400, La Conner, WA 
98257
Dated this 13th Day of De-

cember, 2023
Maria DeGoede, Town Clerk
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Dec. 20, 2023. 
Town of La Conner

Notice is hereby given that 
the Town Council of the Town 
of La Conner, Washington, 
passed Ordinance No. 1236 at 
the December 12, 2023, Town 
Council meeting.  A summary 
of Ordinance No. 1236 is as 
follows:
An Ordinance Amending the 

2023 Budget.
Complete copies of Ordi-

nance No. 1236 are available 
at La Conner Town Hall, P.O. 
Box 400, La Conner, WA 
98257
Dated this 13th Day of De-

cember, 2023
Maria DeGoede, Town Clerk
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Dec. 20, 2023. 
Town of La Conner

Notice is hereby given that 
the Town Council of the Town 
of La Conner, Washington, 
passed Ordinance No. 1237 at 
the December 12, 2023, Town 
Council meeting.  A summary 
of Ordinance No. 1237 is as 
follows:
An Ordinance Establishing 

the 2024 Budget.
Complete copies of Ordi-

nance No. 1237 are available 
at La Conner Town Hall, P.O. 
Box 400, La Conner, WA 
98257
Dated this 13th Day of De-

cember, 2023
Maria DeGoede, Town Clerk
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Dec. 20, 2023. 
Town of La Conner

Notice is hereby given that 
the Town Council of the Town 
of La Conner, Washington, 
passed Ordinance No. 1238 at 
the December 12, 2023, Town 
Council meeting.  A summary 
of Ordinance No. 1238 is as 
follows:
An Ordinance Amending the 

2024 Utility Rates
Complete copies of Ordi-

nance No. 1238 are available 
at La Conner Town Hall, P.O. 
Box 400, La Conner, WA 
98257
Dated this 13th Day of De-

cember, 2023
Maria DeGoede, Town Clerk
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Dec. 20, 2023. 
IN THE SUPERIOR 

COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF 
SNOHOMISH

In re the Estate of:
DEBRA M. JACOBSEN,

Deceased.
NO.   23-4-02269-31

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

The Personal Representa-
tive named below has been 
appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative of this estate.  Any 
person having claims against 
decedent must, before the time 
the claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070 by 
serving on or mailing to the 
Personal Representative or 
the Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address stated 
below a copy of the claim and 
filing the original of the claim 
with the court.  The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of:  (1) Thirty days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided un-
der RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of first publication:   

December 6, 2023
WANDA M. JACOBSEN, 

Personal Representative
c/o Maren Benedetti, Attor-

ney for Estate
3128 Colby Avenue
Everett, WA 98201
425-339-8556
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Dec. 6, 13, 20, 
2023. 
THE SUPERIOR COURT 

OF THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON

IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SKAGIT
Estate of Marilyn Jean 

PENNINGTON,
Deceased,

Michael T. PREIKSA          
Petitioners.  

Case No. 23-4-00634-29
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The Personal Representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative of this Estate. Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the Personal Representative or 
the Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address stated 
below a copy of the claim and 
filing the original of the claim 
with the Court. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 

the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 
publication of the notice. If the 
claim is not presented with-
in this time frame, the claim 
is forever barred, except as 
otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.  
Date of First Publication  

December 20,  2023
Personal Representative:Mi-

chael T. Preiksa 
 Attorney for the Personal 

Representative:JOSEPH D. 
BOWEN, 
WSBA #1763117631 
Address for Mailing or 

Service:
401 South Second Street
Mount Vernon, WA   98273 
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Dec. 20, 27, 
,2023 and Jan. 3, 2024. 

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
FOR SKAGIT COUNTY

Estate of:
CONSTANCE CHARDI

NO.   23-4-00643-29
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
The individual named be-

low has been appointed as 
Personal Representative of 
this estate.  Any person hav-
ing a claim against the Dece-
dent must, before the time 
the claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner provided 
in RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing the claim to the 
Personal Representative or the 
Personal Representative’s at-
torney at the address stated be-
low, and filing the original of 
the claim with the Court iden-
tified herein.  The claim must 
be presented within the later 
of: (1) thirty days after service 
or mailing this Notice as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.020(3); 
or (2) four months after the 
date of first publication of 
this notice.  If the claim is 
not presented within this time 
frame, the claim is forever 
barred, except as otherwise 
provided in RCW 11.40.051 
and 11.40.060.  This bar is ef-
fective for claims against both 
the Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication:  

December 20, 2023
Cheryl Havens, Personal 

Representative
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
Dewey W. Weddle, WSBA 

#29157
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice of Claims: 
LAW OFFICE OF DEWEY 

W. WEDDLE, PLLC
909 Seventh Street
Anacortes, WA  98221
Telephone: 360-293-3600
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Dec. 20, 27, 
2023 and Jan. 3, 2024.

Green energy
. . . (from page 4)

Food. . . (from page 1)

130 local households. 
Volunteers deliver to about 
30% of those households 
where residents’ mobili-
ty is difficult. Anyone is 
welcome Mondays at the 
Masonic Hall food distri-
bution site on South Third 
and Benton Streets in La 
Conner, 2:30-5 p.m.

“We serve anyone. We 
don’t need to know any-
one’s story,” said Magill. 
“We just really work hard 
at being welcoming and 
break down any barriers of 
awkwardness.” 

The thirty volunteers 
who make Sunrise Food 
Bank hum with activity 
see it as a community-
supported system. “You 
know, we’re all just people 
trying to make it,” said 
Magill. 

The food bank’s goal 
is to offer supplemental 
food. Retired people whose 
limited incomes no longer 
stretch enough make up 
the most substantial recent 
increase in demand, Magill 
says. Many new clients 
receive no other benefits. 

At the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Sun-
rise Food Bank developed 
a drive-thru model. This 
service makes some clients 
more comfortable. Volun-
teers record dietary needs 
and preferences and bring 
boxes to people in their 
vehicles. 

A grant-funded part-
nership with Puget Sound 
Food Hub make this a 
community-wide effort that 
provides boxes of “won-
derful organic produce,” 
said Magill. “It’s such a 
privilege to pass that on.” 

The La Conner food 
bank is part of the Skagit 
County Food Bank 
Association. Collaborating 
local food banks pool 
resources and share 
benefits. 

The county’s Population 
Health Trust builds on this 
coordination. At its Food 
Security Workgroup meet-
ing last month it issued a 
“Food Security Report,” a 
product of eight months of 
work. 

The workgroup envisions 
Skagit County developing a 
“resilient local food system 
that provides equita-
ble access to nutritious, 
sustainable, and culturally 
appropriate food for all.” 

Kristen Ekstran, a 
community health analyst 
with Skagit County Public 
Health and facilitator with 
the Population Health 
Trust, calls the approach a 
collective impact model. 
By setting a common vi-
sion and directing attention 

in the same direction, said 
Ekstran, the community 
can come together around 
a common set of challeng-
es, like food insecurity, 
allowing individual organi-
zations to direct resources 
toward agreed priorities. It 
encourages the sort of col-
laboration that the Sunrise 
Food Bank relies on. 

After completing its 
report, the workgroup has 
reformulated as a Food Pol-
icy Council. The council 
now has to implement the 
strategies outlined in the 
report. Its first meeting was 
earlier in December. 

Magill felt encouraged 
by the workgroup, which 
received feedback from 
the food banks. “It makes 
us feel like we’re being 
heard,” said Magill. “We’re 
hoping that those reports 
will draw attention to what 
is really happening in our 
valley and bring aware-
ness” and resources to peo-
ple who are food insecure. 

He told board members 
that two or three students 
are believed to be transfer-
ring soon. 

The state provides 
approximately $11,000 per 
pupil in funding support. 
The district has weathered 
painful budget cuts to 
offset declining student 
population. 

The 90-minute hybrid 
meeting began with 
Nelson administering 
oaths of office to Kim 
Pedroza and new member 
Alana Quintasket – both 
ran unopposed – and to 
John Agen, who won a 
contested election for the 
Swinomish director district 

in November. 
Board President Susie 

Deyo was a unanimous 
choice to remain chair of 
the five-member governing 
body in 2024. 

“She’s done a fabulous 
job since I’ve been on 
the board,” said Agen in 
nominating Deyo. “I would 
love for her to continue in 
that role.” 

Board member J.J. 
Wilbur was nominated and 
unanimously approved as 
vice-president. 

Pedroza will serve as 
liaison to the Washington 
Interscholastic Activi-
ties Association, which 
administers extracurricular 
school programs statewide. 

Excavation. . . (from page 1)

foot height limit. A 
proposed elevator shaft 
appears in violation. 

“We’ve told them that 
there are no exceptions 
to it,” Davolio said. “It 
seems strange to me that 
their argument is that the 
elevator shaft is not part of 
the building. We’re firm on 
that.” 

Lease told council he 
had made three separate 
site visits earlier that day. 

Center Street resident 
Debbie Aldrich asked that 
Lease or other staff contin-
ue to do so. 

“I hope the city will 
keep an eye on them,” 
she said. “The residents 
shouldn’t have to stay 
home and watch what 
they’re doing.” 

Center Street resident 
Linda Talman said the 
work makes walking on 
that block of North Fourth 
Street difficult. 

“There are no sidewalks 
on Fourth Street,” she said. 
“You have to walk in mud. 
There’s no place to park 
and it’s kind of scary to 
walk on that street.” 

Marilyn Thostenson, 
who resides next to a 
residential development 
atop Snapdragon Hill, said 
she has mostly remained 
mum regarding home con-
struction near her house. 
Thostenson said she has 
endured mostly in silence 
drilling and early morning 
noise for four years. 

“My backyard is right 
next to a new house,” she 
said. “I have an historic 
house and now there’s a 
brand new million-dollar 
house next to it.” 

It’s the way things go, 
she inferred. 

“Property is property,” 
said Thostenson. “People 
buy it.” 

Neither the Atkinsons 
nor any other KSA rep-
resentatives attended the 
meeting. 

KSA has secured a 
conditional use permit to 
locate the multi-family 
Center Street building on 
property that was rezoned 
in 1986 from residential to 
commercial use. 

The Atkinsons have cit-
ed the local housing crunch 
as a reason the site is now 
better suited for housing 
than retail development.

By Ken Stern

The 2023 Town of La Conner budget has met its $5.8 
million revenue goal with December not yet counted. 
Even better, expenditures, now at $4.55 million, are likely 
to finish below 67% of projections. The budget surplus is 
$1.23 million and may still grow. Of the 12 program funds 
generating revenue, only the sewer fund, at 85% is below 
100% of budget projections with one month still to come.

The $3.58 million generated this year from the water, 
drainage, sewer and compost funds is the real engine of 
town income, bringing in 62% of total revenue. The four 
funds brought in $200,580 in November.

The $57,729 in sales tax is the second highest 
November ever, behind only 2021’s $60,911. The 
$586,506 in 11 months is 96.3% of budgeted projections. 
It is almost certain 2023 sales tax revenues will be above 
the projected $609,181, itself a record.

The $19,048 collected in hotel/motel taxes brings the 
year to date total to $181,875, 136.7% of 2023 projec-
tions. Likewise, the $6,524 in the fire truck fund pushes 
the year’s total to 105% of its budget.

The $123,150 paid in property taxes is by far the largest 
single collection and brings the fund total to 92.7% of the 
year’s estimate. 

The $9,875 collected in REET (Real Estate Excise Tax) 
revenue brings that fund to 116% of projections.

The 2023 budget was passed as a deficit budget, with 
expenses estimated at $7.2 million and revenues projected 
to be $5.8 million.

The 2024 budget also projects a deficit of $1.8 million, 
with $7.34 in revenues, against projected expenditures of 
$9.1 million.

These totals are based on September collections from 
town businesses and online purchases delivered to La 
Conner addresses and reported to town council by the 
Washington Department of Revenue.

La Conner has a calendar fiscal year.

2023 Town of La Conner 
budget will end in black
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

NOT TO BE MISSED
The Town of La Conner Decem-
ber 26, 2023, Council Meeting 
has been CANCELED.  Go to 
www.townoflaconner.org  for 
current information and sign up 
for “Notify Me”.

The Stanwood Area Historical 
Society presents:
Jazzin’ with the Classics for 
Christmas
Thursday, Dec. 28 7 p.m.
Lloyd Norgaard Cultural Center, 
Stanwood, 27130 102nd Ave. 
NW
more info: 360-629-6110 or www.
candlelightnw.org
Suggested donation: $20; 18 & 
under free

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish Library. 
520 Morris St., La Conner. 360-
466-3352.www.lclib.lib.wa.us. 
Open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday.
• Storytime for Children. 11 a.m. 

every Friday. 
• Book Club. Meets at 2 p.m. 

every fourth Wednesday. 
Info: Richard Wisniewski at 
wisniew10@gmail.com

• Tech Help. 4-6 p.m. every 
Monday. One-on-one tech-
nical support in 30-minute 
blocks.

• Dungeons & Dragons Club. 
3-5 p.m. every Tuesday. No 
previous gaming experience 
necessary.

Mount Vernon Public Library. 
315 Snoqualmie St., Mount 
Vernon. 360-336-6209, 

mountvernonwa.gov. 
• Virtual Reality. Every Satur-

day, 1-3 p.m. Must be 12 or 
older.

Anacortes Public Library. 1220 
10th St., Anacortes. 360-299-
8067, City of Anacortes.org. 

Burlington Public Library. 820 
E. Washington Ave., Burlington. 
360-755-0760, burlingtonwa.gov/
library. 
• Knitting Club. All ages, 

Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

MUSEUMS
Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum. 703 S. Second 
St., La Conner.11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Wednesday through Sunday. 
qfamuseum.org, 360-466-4288. 

Skagit County Historical 
Museum. 360-466-3365 or 
skagitcounty.net/museum. Hours 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday-Sunday.
• Exhibit: “More than just a 

little off the top: barbershop 
historians.”

Museum of Northwest Art. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday, noon-5 p.m. Sunday 
and Monday. monamuseum.org, 
360-466-4446.
• Teen Art Club. A free program 

for youth in grades 6-12, where 
you can bring your friends 
and your creativity to make art 
together and inspire your art. 
Pizza, snacks, and art supplies 
will be provided.

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song Circle. 

Meets 1-2 p.m. Wednesdays, 
Burlington Senior Center. For 
info, email yogaheartspace0@
gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. Meets 
4:30-6:30 p.m. every Thursday, 
Shelter Bay Clubhouse. No 
auditions required. Questions, 
call Joan at 360-941-7507.

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum is looking for 
volunteers as a Museum Host 
or in our Gift Shop. Six hours 
per month. Fill out a Volunteer 
Application online www.qfamuse-
um.org or stop by the Museum.  
Open Wednesday - Sunday 11 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m., 703 Second 
Street OR call Jacque Chase 
360.466.4288 x 101.    

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank. 
Food distribution from 2:30-5 
p.m. every Monday, 602 S. Third 
St., La Conner. 360-488-3878. 
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Swinomish Helping Hands 
Food Bank. Food distribution 
from 2-5 p.m. every Thursday. 
Non-essentials every first 
Thursday. 17444 Snee Oosh 
Road, La Conner. 360-856-2211. 
helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

Skagit Valley Humane Society. 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington. 
360-757-0445. Find volunteer 
and donation opportunities online 
at skagithumane.org.

MEETINGS
La Conner Swinomish 
Regional Library. Library board 
of trustees meets at 5 p.m. the 
2nd Tuesday of the month in the 
library, 520 Morris St., La Conner

Skagit Cemetery Dist. 1. 
Regular meetings at 5 p.m. every 
second Thursday, at Lori Buher’s 
home, 17604 Valentine Road, 
Mount Vernon.

Skagit Conservation District. 
2021 E. College Way No. 203, 
Mount Vernon. 360-428-4313. 
Zoom info at skagitcd.org. Board 
meetings 7:30-9 a.m. every 4th 
Wednesday. NOTE: Next 
meeting Wednesday, 
Dec. 20, 2023 at 7:30 a.m.

 Rotary Club of La Conner. 
laconnerrotary.org. Meetings 6-7 
p.m. every Monday at Shawn 
O’Donnell’s restaurant. Optional 
dinner, 5:30 p.m. 

Little Mountain Gamblers. 
Gamblers Anonymous meets 
at 6:30 p.m. every Tuesday at 
Mount Vernon Senior Center, 
1401 Cleveland Ave.

Town of La Conner. 204 Doug-
las St., La Conner. 
360-466-3125. Zoom info @
Townoflaconner.org/calendar.

Sudoku, Crossword answers on page 6

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

Classified ads now in print and online • same low price
Submit your ad by Sunday noon for next issue publishing • laconnerweeklynews.com/classifiedads or 360-466-3315

CLASSIFIEDS

WANTED: La Conner apartment 
rental wanted by a mature, able-
bodied veteran with excellent 
local references. 
360-421-2423
GIVE THE ONE YOU LOVE 
THE GIFT OF TOUCH: Gift 
certificates are available at Jo’s 
Healing Hands LMT 360-708-
2022

LOOKING FOR A PRESENT 
FOR THAT GARDENER IN 
YOUR LIFE? Nice rhodys for 
sale behind the Post Office. 

ONLY $40, tax included. 
Questions? Call 360-708-2022.

CLEANING SERVICES 
OFFERED: Home or office. 
Estimates provided.  Good 
quality work. Reasonable rates. 
Call for estimate. References 
available. 360-202-1288.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE with a 
$325 classified listing or $1,600 for 
a display ad. Call this newspaper 
or 360-344-2938 for details. 

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor

Old Fashioned Fudge 

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

Old Fashioned Fudge with roasted walnuts. A rich holiday 
favorite. There’s nothing quite like creating your own 
holiday sweets. 

Ingredients 
•  Sugar, 3 cups
•  Butter, ¾ cup
•  Evaporated milk, 2/3 cup
•  Semi-sweet chocolate 

chips, 12 ounces 
•  Marshmallow cream, 7 

ounces
•  Salt, ¼ teaspoon
•  Vanilla, 1 and ½ teaspoon
•  Walnuts, 1 cup chopped, 

roasted

Preparation
Pre-measure everything. Cut the butter into pieces. 

Open the bag of chocolate chips. Open the marshmallow 
cream. Roast the walnuts for 6 minutes at 350 degrees F. 
When cool, chop most of them. Save some of the halves 
to place on top. 

In a large pot, with a heavy bottom, add the butter, 
evaporated milk, salt and sugar. Have a candy thermom-
eter ready to use. Set the temperature to 234 degrees. 
On medium heat, stir as it starts to boil. Use a wooden 
spoon. Keep stirring. Place the candy thermometer into 
your pan. Mine attaches to the side of the pan. Use a pot-
holder to protect your hand as you constantly stir. When 
the mixture reaches 234 degrees, remove from the heat. 
Remove the thermometer. Add in the chocolate chips. Stir 
until blended. Add in the marshmallow cream. Stir. Once 
blended, add in one cup of roasted chopped walnuts. Use 
a 9 x 5 baking or casserole dish. Line with parchment 
paper or butter the dish.  Scoop or pour the fudge into that 
dish. The top will have dips & swirls. Add the half pieces 
of roasted walnuts, on top. Place in the refrigerator for two 
hours before cutting. Store in the refrigerator. 
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POLICE BLOTTERPOLICE BLOTTER
SKAGIT COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

.

360-466-9932 
702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

VOTED SKAGIT’S BEST FISH & CHIPS 2023 
EST. 1972  Family Operated

Kitchen OPEN 
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM 
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

& EATERY, Inc.

The La Conner Weekly News: 
Your community newspaper

Your Independent Hometown Award Winning Newspaper
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LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS 

Stay informed with 
the Weekly News

Keep connected: 
Part of your role 
as a citizen in our 
democracy

Subscribe or give a gift. 
Call or go online. 
Get the paper 
that delivers. 

Read it 
wherever 
you are

119 N. Third St., La Conner, WA 98257
360-466-3315 • Fax 360-466-1195 • www.laconnerweeklynews.com

-
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
    ARNEST1044BW 

360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com

Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.

No Donations Monday 
Christmas Day Dec. 25

Merry Christmas
May Peace Reign

Open
Fri., Sat. & Sun.
11 AM - 5 PM
 3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!

“La Conner’s Dept. Store” 
    Photos posted Thursdays
  on our Facebook page

TREE SALE
and

All Holiday Items
Now On Sale

We have a fantastic selection of jewelry with colored gemstones
of all kinds, diamonds both white and natural colored,

and pearls in rings, necklaces and pendants.

We also have a great collection of barware for your holiday toasts
and timeless ornaments for your tree.

When you give these gifts theywill be treasured for generations.

Burton Jewelers would like to share with you
our wonderful tradition of excellent jewelry!

REGISTERED JEWELER AMERICAN GEM SOCIETY

7th & Commercial in AnacortesWashington
burtonjewelers.com • 888-293-6469 • info@burtonjewelers.com

We encourage you to work with us by appointment for custom design,
complex jewelry repairs, appraisal questions or personalized shopping experiences.

Complimentary gift wrapping, always. Shipping service available.

Simon Pearce Handblown
Glass Christmas Trees

Great Selection of
Waterford Crystal

Beautiful Christmas
Ornaments

Come see our extensive collection of barware for your holiday
toasts and timeless ornaments for your tree.

Extended Holiday Hours:
10:30am - 5:00pm, Monday - Saturday till Christmas

Santa is on the Way!

44
98

33
-1

WeHave SoManyWonderful Choices
In Fine Jewelry.

Burton Collection,
Swiss Watch Technology,

impeccable Quality and Value

Gift Idea for Your Wine Lover
from Simon Pearce

New Inventory Marioluca
Giusti Synthetic Crystal

We encourage you to work with us by appointment for custom design,
complex jewelry repairs, appraisal questions or personalized shopping experiences.

Diamond Stud Earrings
All Shapes and Sizes, set in

Yellow and White Gold

Custom Princess cut Diamond
ring set in Platinum.

A must see!

14k White Gold Diamond
and Ruby Ring

Make this Christmas memorable
with gifts that will be treasured

for generations.

Sunday, December 10
9:08 p.m. Just chillin’ — Re-
porter called in over a concern of 
dogs left in a vehicle. A deputy 
responded and found it was two 
small dogs that were not in any 
distress and the owner had only 
left them while attending a dinner 
function. No problem. 2nd St., La 
Conner

Monday, December 11
8:09 p.m. Your turn — A semi 
dropping off equipment on Center 
Street had taken the corner wide 
and partially driven into a yard. 
A deputy saw this happen and 
contacted the driver. A case was 
created and the company ad-
vised they would contact the yard 
owner to fix the damage done to 
the yard. Center St., La Conner

Tuesday. December 12
11:08 a.m. KonMari time — 
Owner of the property wanted a 

junk/abandoned vehicle removed. 
They were advised of the process 
and that they were responsible 
for private property abandoned 
vehicles. Center St., La Conner. 

Friday, December 15 
7:40 p.m. Quiet zone — Caller 
reported a dog barking exces-
sively and wanted it checked 
on. A deputy drove by the area 
several times but did not hear 
the dog barking. The owner was 
contacted and made aware in 
case further complaints came in. 
Kamb Rd., Mount Vernon.

Saturday, December 16
4:26 p.m. Observant — Caller 
reported a hit and run MVA where 
another vehicle backed into hers 
while she was at work. A deputy 
was able to track down video of 
the incident and will be following 
up with locating the truck that did 
the damage. 1st St., La Conner.

ONLINE GO TO:
www.laconnerweeklynews.com

Alex Martin Jean Jimmy JohnReese Bird

November Kiwanis Students of Month

The Kiwanis Club of La 
Conner November High 
School Student of the Month 
is Alex Martin. Alex is a La 
Conner High School a senior. 
His favorite class is math. He 
enjoys playing basketball and 
participating in track. After 
graduation he would like to study 
to become an electrician or diesel 
mechanic. Alex ’s parents are 
James Washington and Bridgette 
Solomon.

Reese Bird is the middle 
school Student of the Month. She 
is in eighth grade. She enjoys 
playing volleyball and basketball 
on the school teams. Outside 
of school Reese likes hanging 
out with friends, swimming and 
traveling with her family. After 
graduation she would like to 
study for a job in the medical 
field. Reese’s parents are Nate 
Bird and Paige Zimmer.

Jean Jimmy-John is the Ele-
mentary Student of the Month. 
Jean is in fifth grade. Science 
is her favorite school subject. 
She participates in Swinomish 
cultural events and especially 
enjoys the dancing. In the future 
Jean would like to become a 
teacher and teach others about 
her culture. Her parents are Andy 
and Patricia John.
Source: La Conner Kiwanis Club

by John Leaver

So, we (Bread Puddin’ Boyz’ 
(aka Bob Ferari and I) were 
tasked by Kathy Schuh and 
her employer Pat from Barrett 
Financial in Anacortes with 
delivering about 70 bread 
puddings to deserving and 
cherished clients that reside in 
various locales in and around 
Skagit, Island and Snohomish 
counties. 

We prepared our trusty sleigh, 
but alas’ one of the reindeer 
(horses) from the Mustang Motor 
had gone “south.” Santa imme-
diately popped the “sleigh’s” 
hood, determined and fixed the 
problem and we were off on a 
multi-county adventure in our 
trusty sleigh with 290 horses. 
Thanks to GPS technology we 
were able with the great help 
from “Jean” and “Elvira” from 
Wave and Garmin to set about 
to track down each address and 
deliver the Bread Puddings!

We initially thought “Piece of 
cake, er’ Bread Pudding,” we 
can knock this out in a day. Au 

contraire: 2 1/2 days later we 
completed the arduous and often 
comical journey dropping (not 
literally) the last of the Bread 
Puddings to a happy resident on 
Camano Island. 

Our task completed we cele-
brated and toasted at Pacioni’s 
Italian restaurant in Mount 
Vernon. With a name like Ferari, 
we’re not going to O’Donnell’s, 
right? 

Anyway, a fun experience for 

both of us leaving us both with 
a satisfaction that we helped 
bring joy, well puddin’ anyway, 
to deserving folks across three 
counties. Our trusty steed has 
been put away for another season 
to come. 

And as the real Santa 
would say, “Ho Ho Ho, Merry 
Christmas to all and to all a good 
night” or as Bob Ferari would 
say, “Mardonna Mi.”

Bread Puddin’ Boyz deliver the goods

PUDDIN’ BOYZ – John Leaver, left, and Bob Ferari, right, played Santa 
to deliver puddings across a three county region last week. 

—Photo courtesty of John Leaver

Boys basketball
. . . (from page 4)

Tons of 
toys!

Skagit’s Best Grocery Store!   •   skagitfoodcoop.com   •   360.336.9777

Memorable meals 
& amazing gifts.

this week until tonight,” Lopez 
said, “so we ran a lot and worked 
on our conditioning this week 
to get ready for this game with 

Oakville.” 
La Conner hosted 1B Neah 

Bay on Monday and visits 1A 
South Whidbey Friday. 

Oakville, located southwest 
of Olympia was fortunate to 
make the game. The Acorns bus 

was caught in Friday afternoon 
I-5 traffic slowed by a freeway 
collision, delaying its arrival by 
45 minutes. 

Pedroza and the Braves made 
intrastate travel seem like a walk 
in the park, however.

Pipeline leak cleanup ongoing
By Ken Stern

CONWAY — Some 7,000 gal-
lons of gasoline have been recov-
ered through Dec. 18 from the 
leak in the Olympic Pipeline in 
Conway Dec. 10. Approximately 
25,000 gallons were released before 
the pipeline was shut down. 

Trace impacts from the spill 
have been found on one-third of 
a mile of shoreline of 4.4 miles 
examined.

Response teams have placed 

2,300 feet of boom north of the 
Fisher Slough Preserve area and 
lining both sides of the bank of 
Hill Ditch on both sides of the 
SR 534 bridge.

Nine Hill Ditch landowners have 
responded for having their wells 
tested.

There are no known impacts to 
recreational and tribal Dungeness 
crab fisheries from the leak. Water 
and crab samples are being taken.

Updates will be generated 
when warranted.
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