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Weekend of films in Friday Harbor         •  p 5
Jeanie Hertz makes last scissors snip  • p 10

(continued on page 7)

La Conner blessed with lasting memories of iconic nonagenarians 

306 Center Street 
permit problems 

Agritourism code changes will be a multi-year process

GOBLINS, GHOSTS, WEREWOLVES AND MORE—Downtown La Conner was invaded by scary and not so scary creatures 
of the night during the annual Halloween parade on the afternoon of Oct. 31.                                      —Photo by Nancy Crowell

(continued on page 7)

Goblins on the loose

Help get all ballots counted quickly:
•	 Vote and return your ballot now
•	 Sign your ballot envelope
•	 Use a county dropbox
•	 Mail your ballot by Nov. 3

Election drop boxes nearby:
La Conner Regional Library, 614 E. Morris Street
Swinomish Indian Tribal Community: Social
Services Building, 17337 Reservation Road
Ballots must be in drop boxes by 8 p.m. Nov. 7.

You can register to vote on election day.
Voting information and register to vote at  

VoteWa.gov.
Skagit County Elections: 360-416-1702

By Anne Basye

Nearly 1,400 individuals and 
organizations from inside and outside 
Skagit County submitted comments 
on proposed changes to county code 
regarding agritourism last summer. 

During its Oct. 10 meeting, the 
Skagit County Planning Commission 
reviewed 1,367 written and oral 
comments (493 from people who do 
not live in Skagit County, 36% of 
total) and discussed next steps of the 
process. 

Twenty five comments supported 
the county’s Agricultural Advisory 
Board’s recommendation to clarify 
existing restrictive code rather than 
open new allowances or new uses for 
agritourism. Among the clarifications: 
event businesses that go forward in 
Agricultural-Natural Resource Lands 
are intermittent and cannot operate as 
full-time event centers. 

Friends of Skagit County submitted 
the most comprehensive comments in 
support of the AAB’s proposal. 

“Non-farm accessory uses threat-

en farming and farmland in Skagit 
County,” said Ellen Bynum of FSC 
in nine pages of line-by-line explica-
tion of county code and the Growth 
Management Act. “It’s the responsibil-
ity of [Commissioners] to explain to 
the public how the code was written to 
conserve farmland and how it contin-
ues to do so .... the code is complicated 
and yes, the GMA and Comprehensive 
Plan (which reflects the local planning 
policies and decisions of the people of 
Skagit) was written 30 years ago, but 
this is the current law under which we 
operate.” 

Save Skagit Venues provided 973 
comments (342 out-of-county) and 
57 others opposed the AAB’s changes 
and touted the economic benefits of 
existing venues. 

Listed in the “opposed” category are 
the 5,641 people who signed the online 
Save Skagit Venues petition, 3,507 of 
them from outside the county. 

Thirty six comments expressed mul-
tiple viewpoints. While Jenn Smith of 
S&B Farms wants to see existing code 
enforced, she would like to “allow 

some venues to operate if they meet 
specific criteria for permits.” 

“Skagit County should be encour-
aging and supporting all farm opera-
tions, large, small and everything in 
between,” she noted. 

Smith and 39 others asked the 
county to take more time to engage 
stakeholders and find ways to help 
businesses coexist. “These issues will 
affect generations to come” and “the 
volume of comments indicates that 
this proposal misses the mark,” were 
among comments Senior Planner 
Sarah Ruether summarized during the 
meeting. 

Chris Dariotis of La Conner Gardens 
on Chilberg Road was among them. 
The proposed changes discourage 
rather than attract customers, he said 
and would prohibit activities like farm 
to table dinners, which he would like 
to host. 

Those changes will “significantly 
diminish the value of my property 
and my ability to obtain the income 

By Bill Reynolds

One was a true La Conner original, 
scion of a storied pioneer family, blessed 
with a bevy of talents – singing, strum-
ming and storytelling among them. 

The other was born on the other side 
of the country, in industrial Pittsburgh, 
and built an amazing career in southern 
California before bringing his myriad cre-
ative skills and good cheer to La Conner. 

Both lived richly full lives, artists in 
their own way, each enjoying more than 
90 trips around the sun before passing in 
recent weeks. 

Bruce McCormick and Bob Abrams. So 
different, yet so much alike. And so dearly 
missed in La Conner and beyond. 

McCormick was a regular at La Conner 
Barber Shop, which he frequented month-
ly, as much to regale others with a slew 
of entertaining stories – most focused on 
hunting and history, all sprinkled with 
humor – as for the haircuts. 

“Bruce was a fun guy in here,” barber 
Tony Holt recalled. “We loved all his 
hunting stories. He was a such a great 
guy.” 

Abrams, on the other hand, rarely – if 
ever – settled into a barber’s chair. He 
let his silver hair grow long, pulled into 
a ponytail. His was a distinct appearance 
whether in a gallery, on a golf course or 
at Stompin’ Grounds Coffee at Sixth and 
Morris. 

“I loved listening to Bob’s Disney 
stories during the morning sessions at the 
coffee shop,” longtime La Conner area 
resident Linda Rumbolt told the Weekly 
News. 

McCormick and Abrams each knew 
hardship growing up. 

McCormick had just turned six-years-
old when in January of 1937 the family 
house on the La Conner Flats was razed 
by fire. In a wide-ranging autobiograph-
ical video posted on social media, 
McCormick recalled being relieved that a 
favorite cattle-and-barn toy set had been 
salvaged from the blaze. 

Abrams suffered a childhood illness that 
for a time confined him to a wheelchair. 
It was then, with his mobility limited, 

that he spent hours honing his passion 
for illustration, creating images he would 
eventually submit to Disney and would 
lead to his acclaimed work in animation. 

Both wore the Renaissance Man tag 
well. 

McCormick was an outdoorsman, 
dairyman, commercial truck driver, 
musician, humorist, manager of an aquatic 
avian refuge and avid collector, be it 
baseball caps, waterfowl paintings, duck 
decoys, vintage firearms and most any 
kind of memorabilia with historical value. 
Especially items related to local history. 

Holt said that among McCormick’s 
collection of waterfowl art, believed to 
number more than 100 prints, were the 
works of famed naturalist and painter 

David Hagerbaumer, a champion of wor-
thy causes in La Conner through the years. 

McCormick appreciated not only the 
scenes depicted by Hagerbaumer, but also 
the moments in time they represent. 

“When La Conner lost Bruce,” said 
Kay Frey, a second cousin of his, “it lost 
not just a legend, but it lost a lot of its 
history.” 

McCormick’s paternal grandfather 
(Frey’s great-grandfather) came west from 
Middle America by rail to San Francisco, 
then boarded a steamer to the Pacific 
Northwest and joined five other men to 
row their way to La Conner. The original 
plan was to stake gold claims in Whatcom 
County. 

“My great-grandfather,” Frey told the 
Weekly News, “ended up liking it so 
much here that he stayed. He met up with 
Mr. (Nelson) Chilberg and coincidentally 
Jim and I lived many years on Chilberg 
Road.” 

Though his roots were in the Keystone 
State, Abrams felt very much at home 
on the West Coast. He became a much 
in demand illustrator at Disney, Hanna-
Barbera and other top-flight studios in the 
Los Angeles area and later taught his craft 
at the collegiate level in California and 
Washington state. 

Like McCormick, Abrams continued to 
pursue varied interests as he aged. During 

Bruce McCormick Bob Abrams

Last week to vote
Vote by Nov. 7

Temperatures were record lows the mornings of 
Oct. 27-29 for their dates and have dipped below 
32 degrees through Oct. 31, starting with Oct 
25’s 31.2 low temperature, the first frost this fall. 
Oct. 27 went down to 30.8 degrees; Saturday’s 
25.8 degrees was October’s coldest recording. 
Temperatures dropped to 26.1 degree Sunday and 
26.9 degrees Monday. High temperatures hovered 
around 50 degrees last week.

Measurements at Washington State University’s 
Memorial Highway station.

Record frosts last week

By Ken Stern

The application for the three-story condominiums 
and first floor rentals at 306 Center Street needs to be 
revised to meet the town’s code height requirement, 
Town of La Conner Planning Director Michael 
Davolio wrote property owner Bandon Atkinson at 
10:50 p.m. Oct. 24. “[Y]our design plans appears to 
show an elevator shaft that exceeds the town’s 30’ 
height limit. This drawing will not be approved.”

Davolio’s communication might have been 
prompted by questions at the town council meeting 
earlier that evening. Residents Linda Talman and 
Leslie Smith pointed out that the elevator shaft 
exceeded the 30-foot height restriction.

That afternoon Davolio wrote Atkinson that 
his permit application had five, not the six short-
term rental units approved by the town’s hearing 
examiner in 2022. Davolio quoted Town code: 
“Hotel, motel, or apartment hotel’ means any 
building containing six or more guest rooms” and 
wrote that for the approval process to continue the 
application requires six first floor units.

Over 20 application documents for the project 
were submitted to the town Oct. 17.
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LETTERSFrom the editor— A citizen’s view—

High power EV chargers needed 
to keep keep tourists coming

Musings—On the editor’s mind

Cooperating all the time, everywhere No weapons for Israel Faith without borders: Reflections after
a spring tour of Israel and Palestine

By Greg Whiting

Last week I talked about electric 
vehicle chargers in rural British 
Columbia. Charger availability 
there is still improving. Flo.com’s 
map shows that the charger in 
Woss, BC (population about 200), 
has been upgraded since Jenelle 
and I traveled there about a year 
ago. Woss now has a Level 3 (fast, 
50 kilowatt) charger, with two 
Level 3 plugs. It’s about 40 miles 
from the nearest larger town, Port 
McNeill (population about 2,000). 
Port McNeill also has a public 
Level 3 charger. 

For reference, Level 3 chargers 
have a charging rate of at least 25 
kilowatt-hours/hour, but usually 
50 or more. They can charge an 
EV battery from empty to full in 
an hour or two, depending on the 
specific charger and EV. Level 2 
chargers are slower –around 4-7 
kilowatt-hours/hour – but even 
they fully charge an EV overnight. 
Level 2 chargers can be public or 
private. We have one in our garage. 

La Conner and the Swinomish 
Reservation have six public Level 
2 chargers – two at Pier 7, two 
behind the library, and two across 
the street from the Swinomish 
Market. There are several Level 2 
chargers at the Swinomish Casino. 
La Conner doesn’t have a Level 3 
charger. 

It’s easy to drive an EV to La 
Conner on a side trip to another 
destination if you know you can 
plug it in briefly and “fill the tank” 
while you’re shopping here, If you 
are staying overnight, you don’t 
need a fast charger. However, for 
overnight visitors, as EV market 
share increases, it would be desir-
able for La Conner to add more 
Level 2 chargers, either at public 
or lodging locations. More and 
better chargers make it possible for 

EV owners to stay here without 
thinking about charging. 

EV battery ranges are fast im-
proving. The most expensive EVs 
can now travel as far as gasoline 
cars between “fills.” It won’t take 
much longer for range parity to 
reach lower-cost EVs. EV prices 
will continue to come down, too. 
With the exception of the motive 
force components, EVs are mostly 
the same as internal combustion 
engine vehicles. As EV compo-
nents and batteries continue to 
benefit from both mass production 
and R&D on lower-cost materials, 
costs will fall further. First-cost 
parity is probably only about five 
years away. As I’ve explained 
before, total cost of ownership is 
already at parity over 10 years if 
gasoline averages more than $4.50 
a gallon. 

Internal combustion engine 
vehicles aren’t going to disappear 
overnight, but their market share 
is diminishing. The transition to 
electric vehicles is happening fast. 
About 6% of new cars sold here 
are electric – up from roughly zero 
ten years ago. That’s comparable 
to the amount of time it took for 
personal computers to reach 6% 
of U.S. households. Over the next 
ten years, computers reached about 
half of households. It’s likely that 
EV adoption will continue to accel-
erate. They may even get to 50% 
market share faster than personal 
computers did. 

Even when EVs reach parity 
with ICE ranges, people will still 
want to have the convenience of 
charging while shopping and lodg-
ing overnight. 

Being without adequate charging 
infrastructure is somewhat like 
being in the middle of the transition 
from U.S. highways to interstate 
highways without an interstate exit. 

I read your recent editorial (No 
military aid to Israel, Oct. 25) 
with a mix of agreement and sor-
row. The horror and inhumanity 
around the Israel/Palestine con-
flict seems to defy solution. The 
many players repeat the same 
moves over and over, expecting a 
different result, but just continu-
ing the nightmare. 

Fifty years ago I met a young 
man on the train going from 
Libya to Egypt. He had been 
born and spent his whole life 
in the camps in Gaza. I was 
relatively unversed on what had 
been going on in the Middle 
East and he was a fountain of 
firsthand information. Since 
then, I have tried to keep myself 
informed of current events there 
and learn the history.

It appears that feelings of guilt 
in the West influenced the estab-
lishment of Israel in 1948, guilt 
for centuries of antisemitism, the 
Holocaust, and, in the case of 
the United States and others, the 
refusal to accept Jewish asylum 
seekers, many of who ended 
up victims of the Nazis. Where 
Jews and Arabs had coexisted in 
relative harmony, the partition of 
the British colony of Palestine 
into two states created political 
turmoil. 

Looking at the map, one can 
see why. Israel was contiguous 
while the Palestinian areas were 
not connected. The result was the 
first Arab-Israel war. And so it 
goes, on and on, with Israel, far 
more powerful and backed by the 
West, overpowering, out-killing, 
and continuing to take territory.

This is a simplified version 
of the drama. If you really want 
to get a handle on it you would 
have to spend a large amount of 
time, going back hundreds of 
years, to get a better grasp of the 
situation. Most of us don’t have 
the time for that. Relying on the 
media, commercial or social, is 
not all that helpful. They tend 
to encourage emotions over 
understanding. But summoning 
our basic humanity is simple. 
Stop the killing. No more billions 
of dollars for weapons of war. All 
we are saying is give peace a chance.

Jai Boreen
La Conner

Voter pamphlet 
omission

Gale Fiege was correct in asking 
about the failure to submit a profile 
for the Skagit voter pamphlet. I 
apologize for my failure to do so; I 
missed the deadline and I take re-
sponsibility for that. I did provide 
one when I first ran for a school 
board director position four years 
ago and should have this year.

On a related note, my opponent 
(Janie Beasley) and I both attended 
the candidate forum put on by the 
Skagit League of Women Voters. 
Their website: skagitlvw.org. Once 
you find the correct forum, Janie 
and I are after the Sedro Woolley 
and Mt. Vernon school board 
candidates. You may wish to scroll 
the video to the 1 hour 10 minute 
mark. Additionally, the Oct. 18 
Weekly News ran a series of ques-
tions which Janie and I answered.

I hope you will consider the 
influence I have had over the past 
four years: 

I worked to repair the relation-
ship between the board and staff, 
as they had struggled with prior 
leadership. 

I identified the need for a new 
math curriculum and supported 
funding to secure it.

I have listened intently to staff 
and community, in the interest of 
improvement for all students and 
staff.

John T Agen
Greater La Conner

By Rev. Don Robinson

The current Israel / Hamas war 
is tragic. The scenes of devasta-
tion and destruction in the Gaza 
strip and the reports of those 
killed and injured is heartbreak-
ing, The continuing loss of human 
life and growing humanitarian cri-
sis is overwhelming in the reality 
of little or no promise of reconcil-
iation or peace. 

This past May my wife and 
I were able to join a group of 
people in a religious study tour 
of Israel and Palestine (also 
called the West Bank, Judea and 
Samaria) visiting the historical 
sites. It was good to see the land 
and to walk the streets that have 
been there for thousands of years. 
But for me, the highlight of the 
trip was to travel into areas of 
Palestine and meet the people, to 
hear their stories of what it is like 
to live in a land whose borders are 
contested and for generations has 
been in conflict. 

We visited a 100-acre farm in 
Palestine and heard the story of a 
family that is desperately trying 
to hold on to a farm that has been 
in their family for over 100 years. 
In recent years that property has 
come under siege. One-night 
bulldozers broke through fences 
and removed 1,500 olive trees. 
Despite that attack and the con-
tinuing opposition to this family, 
a sign at the entrance to the farm 
reads, “We refuse to be enemies.” 
This family seeks to live a faith 
without borders. 

As I walked on this small farm, 
heard and saw this family’s efforts 
to hold on to property that had 
been part of this family for gener-
ations, I was reminded of Psalm 
16:6, “The boundary lines have 

fallen for me in pleasant places; / 
surely I have a delightful inher-
itance.” Like this family from 
Palestine, I too inherited with my 
sister a small farm on Pleasant 
Ridge that our parents bought 60 
years ago. For me, “The bound-
ary lines have fallen for me in 
pleasant places / surely I have a 
delightful inheritance.” 

That is an inheritance I am 
called to “live into.” I pray for 
peace. And while the Israel / Pal-
estine war is half a world away, 
I need to work for peace and 
reconciliation in my own relation-
ships, particularly where there are 
strong differences and conflicts. 
As a person of faith, I too seek to 
live a faith without borders. Jesus, 
in one of his beatitudes expressed 
it this way, “Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be 
called children of God.” When we 
seek peace with all people, when 
we refuse to be enemies, we live 
a faith without borders embracing 
our inheritance as a child of God. 

I recently read, “Peacemaking 
doesn’t mean passivity. It is the 
act of interrupting injustice with-
out mirroring injustice, the act of 
disarming evil without destroying 
the evildoer, the act of finding a 
third way that is neither fight nor 
flight, but the careful, arduous 
pursuit of reconciliation and 
justice. It is about a revolution 
of love that is big enough to set 
both the oppressed and oppressors 
free.” (“Common Prayer: A Litur-
gy for Ordinary Radicals.”)

Don and his wife live in the 
La Conner community. He is 
a graduate of La Conner High 
School. Weekly News Editor Ken 
Stern asked Robinson to share his 
reflections of his trip to Israel and 
Palestine last spring.

October was National Co-op Month, the annual celebration of this 
alternative way to engage with each other in our business dealings 
and thus as people in relationship with each other.

National Co-op Month offers the time to reflect on and promote a 
more humane and sustainable way of living.

The 2023 theme, “Owning Our Identity,” is, its champions write, 
“a chance to lift up what makes cooperative businesses unique in the 
marketplace. Guided by a set of shared principles and values – among 
them democracy, equity and solidarity – co-ops are hardwired for 
economic and societal transformation.”

This year co-ops – owned equally by their members, with each 
member-owner having one voting share – are encouraged to look at 
internal policies, practices and relationships. Another co-op organi-
zation writes: “As communities tire of rhetoric, cooperatives are cre-
ating the meaningful diversity and equity at the heart of an inclusive 
economy.”

There is too much harsh rhetoric in every aspect of the public 
sphere. There is way too much combative, competitive rhetoric, 
meanspirited and unhelpful words that divide us within our communi-
ties as well as nationally and internationally. The theme of this year’s 
co-op month is a chance to own our societal identities, the collective 
persona we aspire to live into, whether as residents of Skagit County 
or of the United States.

Belonging to co-ops challenges its owner members to do more than 
be conscientious consumers. Co-op members are resting on the lau-
rels and the hard work of staff and their boards of directors if they are 
satisfied with higher quality products and services, humane treatment 
of staff and perhaps reasonable pricing. 

Co-ops are significant because their institutional structure demands 
– that is, requires –the democratic control of electing the leadership 
that sets policies and is fiscally responsible. The ownership shares 
disbursed equally among all members is democratic but also obligates 
equity. And co-ops contribute to healthier communities when boards 
drive inclusiveness and solidarity into operational policies that staff 
carry out.

Co-ops reach toward inclusion when they make operational the 
principles of cooperation among cooperatives and concern for 
community. Institutionally and individually, our local communities 
and society at large benefit when we cooperate and share, when we 
show concern for our larger community beyond the boundaries of the 
municipality, county or nation and insist that our decisions are based 
on concern for the ecosystem, whether that be fresh or saltwater, farm 
field or forest or plants and animals.

A scientist speaking at the opening of the “Surge” exhibit at MoNA 
pulled out a sandwich bag with a bit of soil in it and informed the 
audience that she held billions more bacteria in her hand than the 
number of people on the planet. A healthy concern for community 
would have us making decisions small and large that took a much 
larger view of the ground under our feet and what is in the sky over 
our heads.

Many of us are co-op members, most visible locally with the Skagit 
Valley Food Co-op. Farmers and residents alike own as well as shop 
at Skagit Farmers Supply. Credit unions are cooperatively owned; 
locally prominent are BECU and North Coast Credit Union. Each 
and all of these are small steps at economic cooperation among those 
deciding to involve themselves economically in those institutions.

Needed beyond October and beyond our co-op memberships are 
owning our identities as residents and citizens and realizing the 
relationships we have in every aspect of our lives offer a choice to be 
more cooperative, concerned and more involved in the social fabric 
desperately needing our care and repair. 

—Ken Stern

Listening to and watching the devastated residents of Mariupol 
after the Russians began bombardment of the city in February 2022 
in the film “20 Days in Mariupol,” the pain and incomprehension 
– the entire scene – could have been labeled Gaza, October 2023. 
The Israeli war on Gaza is the start of the 2022 Russian invasion all 
over again – the complete destruction and total terror on an entire 
population, making almost no distinction between the military and 
civilians. 

The language is the same, from the term “siege” to Russian 
President Putin telling his nation that his actions are necessary to 
protect their soldiers, to calling Ukrainians less than human. And of 
course the disproportionate size and might of the Israeli army matches 
the Russian military.

But for three weeks I have been thinking of a history closer 
to home and the actions of the U.S. government on its own soil. 
President Biden and the U.S. military know about overwhelming 
force and striking terror by wantonly attacking women and children 
– whom we used to call innocents – even as American soldiers 
massacred them in cold blood.

It took me no time at all to call up the 19th century massacres at 
Sand Creek in Colorado or Wounded Knee in South Dakota, or the 
hoped for triumph by George Armstrong Custer as he sought the 
destruction of the Lakota at the Little Big Horn River.

And I thought, if warrior leaders in those decades proclaimed the 
need to drive the Europeans off the continent, shouted the goal of 
eliminating the white man, would anyone, looking at the size of the 
populations and the difference in the cultures and technologies have 
taken that literally? Would the U.S. enlist Great Britain, the dominant 
world power, to not only put down but destroy the Native uprisings? 
Would that support be necessary?

The call for the destruction of American Indians in the last half of 
the 19th century and today’s destruction of Hamas seem very similar 
to me.

The powerful are always threatened by the powerless. Those with 
all the advantages too often seem to lack perspective and an honest 
reckoning with themselves and their own involvment in affairs, 
current, recent, decades old or ancient, that have brought them to 
what seems to be a crisis that comes from the outside and seems 
sudden and out of proportion.  



Member SIPC

Scott A Price
Financial Advisor
P O Box 795
La Conner, WA 98257
360-466-2933

Is your financial advisor retiring?
Call to schedule a one-on-one.

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894O-A AECSPAD

NOVEMBER 1, 2023 • LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS • PAGE 3

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

  360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

  360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen TruckingARNE SVENDSEN TRUCKING

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen: 
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303 

 

  OFFICE: 
  424-0258 

    ARNEST1044BW 

  360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking
Rockery Rock • Rip Rap

Dump Trucking
Crush Rock • Grading • Pit Run

360-424-0258
ARNEST1044BW

AALBU BROTHERS – 
SINCE 1906

We  build custom 
truck bodies!

425-252-9751
19129 Smokey Point Blvd

Arlington, WA 98223
sales@aalbubrothers.com  ●  www.aalbubrothers.com

Hours: 8AM — 4:30PM   ●    Monday — Friday
Open weekends by appintment only

Home renovations · remodels · flooring · drywall · decks 
door/window replacement · siding · interior/exterior painting 

 big and small jobs

JL’s Contracting Solutions

360-840-5538
Joshlockrem@gmail.com

Josh Lockrem
Licensed*Bonded*InsuredKERN

FUNERAL
HOME

RECEPTION ROOM
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY

MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY

MOUNT VERNON
360-336-2153

“Since 1913”

Good Jobs for the Skagit Valley 
www.portofskagit.com     |     360-757-0011 

Aerospace Manufacturing 
Marine Manufacturing 

Value-added Agriculture 
Broadband Infrastructure 
Economic Development  

General Manufacturing 
Business Aviation 
Outdoor Recreation 

 

And so much more….. 

VOTE
VOTE

Please Vote!

Please Vote!

SENIOR CENTER at MAPLE HALL
Tuesdays 9-3

Activities:
Fitness Class,  Woodcarving Group,
Creative Writing,  Games & Crafts,
Art Circle,  Special Events & More!

Full Schedule:
Town of La Conner

website
Or call/email

360-855-5440
seniorcenter@

townofl aconner.org

Town council Oct. 24 meeting

Paid downtown parking an option
By Bill Reynolds

The Town’s saltwater flood 
barriers are nearly all in place 
ahead of king tide season, but for 
La Conner’s six-member Emer-
gency Management Commission 
the heavy lifting is just getting 
started.

The panel has focused primari-
ly on short-term flood mitigation 
this year. It shifted attention 
during the second half of its 
one-hour Oct. 24 hybrid session 
at Maple Hall to long-range 
preparedness strategies along the 
waterfront.

The commission endorsed a 
potential cooperative venture 
between the Town, Port of Skagit 
and Swinomish Tribal Commu-
nity to install a tide gauge and 
weather station at the La Conner 
Marina fuel dock.

Commissioner Duane 
Carpenter, a retired National 
Weather Service meteorologist 
discussed two weather station 
instruments that could be placed 
at the fuel dock, located between 
the marina’s two boat basins.

A survey will be done prior to 
the Nov. 28 meeting.

Threats posed by earthquakes 
and tsunamis were also addressed.

Jerry George, whose back-
ground includes volcanic studies, 
reviewed the perils La Conner 
faces if struck by a major quake.

“If we have a (magnitude) nine 
earthquake,” George said, “the 
planning folks are saying we have 
to plan for a six-week power out-
age for the entire area, including 
Seattle. A six-point earthquake 
would cause significant damage 
in La Conner.”

George summed up the dy-
namics of the recent 4.3 quake 
centered south of Port Townsend.

“A couple weeks ago,” he 
reminded, “La Conner had an 
earthquake that was hardly felt. 
But if it had been a surface quake, 
it would’ve been a big one. In 

this case, though, the earthquake 
was deep – 35 miles below the 
surface. By the time it got to us, 
there wasn’t a lot of shake left.”

In addition to power issues, 
George cautioned that a severe 
earthquake could knock out the 
main water conveyance line from 
the Skagit River.

Town Councilmember 
MaryLee Chamberlain attend-
ed the meeting as a member of 
the Skagit Valley Clean Energy 
Cooperative. She cited examples 
of outreach efforts and grants pur-
sued to solarize public buildings.

“This ties in with the same 
campaign you’re doing to prepare 
the town for an emergency,” she 
said.

George agreed.
“We’ll need a backup for power 

(in the event of an emergency or 
natural disaster),” he said. “Solar 
is crucial.”

The  focus returned to con-
cerns over possible autumn and 
winter flooding from Swinomish 
Channel.

“The first round of high tides 
will be at the end of November,” 
Public Works Director Brian 
Lease said. “Even today’s tide 
was 1.1 feet above what was 
predicted. And we have a minor 
low-pressure system moving over 
town.”

Lease has obtained verbal 
approval to place flood barriers 
on private property along the La 
Conner waterfront. The town 
council has entered into an agree-
ment with the Upper Skagit Tribe 
to site barriers on its south end 
lots on Sherman Street.

“Everything’s pretty much in 
place,” Lease said. “The flood 
threat on the south end is pretty 
much wrapped up. On the north 
end, there are a couple places that 
still have to be filled in.

“Please be aware,” Lease con-
ceded, “that what we’re putting 
up won’t stop 100% of the water, 
but it will be manageable.”

The week of Nov. 6 U.S. Rep. 
Rick Larsen (D-Everett) will 
host a series of five in-person 
veterans forums and one veterans 
telephone town hall. The forums 
and telephone town hall are 
opportunities for veterans to 
receive updates on legislation 
benefiting them and their 
families and to get answers to 
questions about the Department 

of Veterans Affairs (VA), health 
care, job training, housing 
and more. The forums are in 
Anacortes, Bellingham, Camano 
Island, Eastsound and Everett. 

Larsen served as a member of 
the Armed Services Committee 
for 22 years. He is taking a leave 
of absence to serve as the lead 
Democrat on the Transportation 
& Infrastructure Committee.

The Anacortes forum is 4:30-6 
p.m. Nov. 6 at the Depot Arts 
Center, 611 R Avenue 98221.

The veterans telephone town 
hall is Nov. 9, 5-6:30 p.m. 
Phone: 855-962-0954. Register: 
larsen.house.gov/live/.

Source: Rep. Rick Larsen’s 
office

Rep. Larson hosting veterans forums

(continued on page 7)

By Bill Reynolds

Historic First Street could look 
different in the future as Town 
officials ponder proposals ranging 
from one-way traffic flow, occa-
sional pedestrian only access and 
angled and paid parking down-
town.

Those are options being dis-
cussed in the review and update 
of the transportation element of 
La Conner’s comprehensive plan.

A presentation on paid park-
ing infrastructure will be made 
at a joint town council-planning 
commission meeting Nov. 28 at 
Maple Hall.

Staff from at least one firm 
marketing metered parking are 
expected to attend.

“There should be some ideas 
presented on how to install 
payment devices on First Street 
and potentially Morris Street, to 
encourage turnover and better use 
of our parking (spaces), ” Town 
Administrator Scott Thomas 
explained at the Oct. 24 hybrid 
session.

Interestingly, Planning Director 
Michael Davolio conducted a 
parking survey earlier this year 
that concluded there are enough 
spaces available on First Street 
to meet municipal code require-
ments.

Longtime resident and former 
planning commissioner Linda 
Talman questioned why paid 
parking is being considered given 

the results of Davolio’s survey.
Efficiency and economics were 

the response.
Davolio said parking scarcity 

occurs during peak tourist season. 
Traffic congestion becomes an 
issue then, he and others said.

“The parking issue,” said 
Mayor Ramon Hayes, “ebbs and 
flows with tourist season.”

Hayes added that former coun-
cil member Bill Stokes undertook 
a study that determined metered 
parking would generate signifi-
cant Town revenue. 

Another argument is charging 
fees will free up spaces that mer-
chant employees take.

Councilor Rick Dole said 
merchants have complained to 
him about parking spaces being 
blocked off or filled with com-
mercial dumpsters.

Davolio noted that he had seen a 
vehicle covered with canvas parked 
for several days on First Street.

Hayes stressed caution.
“We need to be as thoughtful as 

possible on this,” he insisted, “to 
avoid unanticipated consequenc-
es. With any solution, you end up 
with other problems that hadn’t 
been anticipated.”

Talmon predicted that “people 
who don’t want to pay will go 
to side streets. It just moves the 
parking.”

“There are issues,” noted 
Hayes, “whenever you implement 
something new.”

Councilmember MaryLee 

Chamberlain revisited the pos-
sibility of one-way downtown 
traffic.

“It would solve a lot of prob-
lems, I think,” she said. “It seems 
a little unsafe to me at times on 
First Street.”

Other solutions floated are the 
combination of one-way traffic 
with angled parking, installation 
of flood barriers and laying of 
new street surface material condu-
cive to pedestrian traffic.

“There are lots of ideas,” said 
Councilmember Mary Wohleb, 
volunteering one for the immedi-
ate future: that the council work 
with the emergency management 
commission to communicate 
where residents should relocate in 
case of a natural disaster.
306 Center Street

Talman and her neighbor, 
Leslie Smith, questioned if plans 
for the controversial 19-unit 
apartment/condo building at 
306 Center conform to Hearing 
Examiner David Lowell’s 
conditions. They asked if an 
elevator shaft for the three-story 
structure will exceed the 30-foot 
height restriction.

Davolio said the building’s 
plans comply, though Hayes said 
the Town will follow up on resi-
dents’ concerns.

“We will look into whether the 
elevator shaft exceeds the height 
limit,” Hayes vowed.

During the confab, a dog near 
the back of the meeting room 

Long-term strategies for 
emergencies discussed
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Braves beat Tacoma handily in finale
Football—

360-466-9932 
702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

WATERFRONT DECK SEATING
EST. 1972  Family Operated

Kitchen OPEN 
> Sun. thru Thurs., until 9 PM 
> Fri. & Sat. until 10 PM

& EATERY, Inc.

Meet Morgan Huizenga, 
Soroptimist International of La 
Conner honored Student of the 
Month for November. 

Morgan, a senior participat-
ing in Running Start at Skagit 
Valley College, views her life 
as focused on school and volley 
ball. She started playing as a 
fourth grader and has become a 
valuable team leader. She also 
runs track and discovered that 
she could excel at throwing the 
javelin as well. While she was 
recovering from an injury she 
wanted to try the javelin and 
ended up fourth in the state 
tournament! She stated that felt 
amazing! 

Morgan describes herself as a 
good student who has loved read-
ing her whole life. She partici-
pates in the leadership classes in 
high school, her favorite subject, 
and has benefitted tremendously 
from it, as those around her have 
as well. 

She feels her strengths are 
leadership and she is a very 
positive person. She aspires to be 
her best person at all times. She 
volunteers for the Booster Club, 
working with younger students. 
She supports the Booster Club by 
helping prepare Ragnar dinners. 
She fits babysitting in weekly as 
well. 

Her post high school goals 
include studying to be a firefight-
er like her father, with EMT and 
paramedicine experience. Or she 
may become a pediatric oncol-

ogy nurse. After Skagit Valley 
College she plans to transfer to 
Western Washington University. 
Her leadership experiences will 
translate to these careers. She 
plans to serve her community 
and stay in La Conner.

She is the daughter of Kristin 
and Jason Huizenga and has a 
younger brother, Flint, a sopho-
more. 

Morgan will receive a gift 
certificate to Vintage of La 
Conner Thrift, the shop run by 
the La Conner Soroptimists 
whose mission is to support 
local women and girls in the 
community, enabled by generous 
donations from this community. 
She will also receive a gift 
card from a local coffee shop. 
Congratulations Morgan! 

November Soroptimist student

By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner High School 
football team saved its best for 
last, closing out the campaign 
with a convincing 26-13 non-
league victory over Annie Wright 
Academy of Tacoma on Senior 
Night at Whittaker Field last 
Friday. 

Versatile junior C.J. Edwards 
paced the La Conner attack – 
doing damage as a runner, passer 
and receiver – while the Braves 
stop unit forced Gator freshman 
quarterback Charlie Finch to flee 
the pocket much of the night, 
often resulting in tackles for loss. 

Edwards rushed for two 
scores, reeled in two touchdown 
passes from Ivory Damien and 
threw a two-point conversion 
pass to Tommy Murdock. 

“It’s sad to see the season 
end,” La Conner coach Charlie 
Edwards told the Weekly News 
afterward, “but I’m happy for the 
seniors and the team,that they 
went out with a win.” 

La Conner won the game 
much as it had in an earlier 
triumph over Mabton – by 
controlling the line of scrimmage 
with a ground-and-pound attack 

featuring Edwards and Kenai 
Zimmerman. 

Zimmerman set the tone 
running between the tackles, 
often adding yards after contact 
and Edwards recorded long 
gains with nifty cutbacks and by 
getting to the edge. 

Damien, meanwhile, kept the 
Gators off-balance with designed 
scrambles and roll-out passes to 
Edwards, Logan Burks and Brent 
Bobb. 

Coach Edwards and his staff 
praised the defense for keeping 
a big-play Annie Wright offense 
in check. 

“It was a solid defensive game 
from the entire team,” Edwards 
said, citing Chas James, Marlon 
Edwards, Isaiah Miller, Damien 
and Murdock for their ability to 
fight off blocks and make plays. 

The visitors, however, kept 
within striking distance thanks to 
Finch’s ability to throw long and 
power running by sophomore Eli 
Weir. 

“They had good athletes,” 
Braves’ assistant coach Aaron 
Reinstra said. “We were in good 
position on the couple of long 
passes they completed but they 
were still able to come down 

with the ball.” 
Wil James, another La Conner 

assistant, agreed.
“During pregame warmups,” 

said James, “they didn’t drop a 
pass. They probably would’ve 
thrown more except they had 
trouble protecting their quarter-
back against our pass rush.”

Assistant John Agen said a key 
factor was the run game that put 
together time-consuming march-
es and kept the Gator offense off 
the field for extended periods. 

“It was great to get that kind 
of sustained drive,” Agen, 
who quarterbacked the 1973 
La Conner team that went 
undefeated in regular season play 
and reached the state playoffs, 
said of the early series that was 
capped by Edwards’ first TD blast. 

The mood for home team fans 
was festive throughout the evening. 

In addition to senior 
recognition ceremonies prior 
to kickoff, there was a heartfelt 
halftime tribute honoring retiring 
La Conner cheerleading coach 
Theresa James that lauded her 
tireless devotion to local youth. 

The Braves finished with a 2-6 
record, splitting their final four 
games. 

By Bill Reynolds

This year’s La Conner High 
School volleyball team, with its 
several underclassmen – including 
eighth graders – playing key roles, 
has taken a different route to reach 
a familiar destination this fall. 

That being the Northwest 2B 
Bi-District Tournament. 

The Lady Braves tuned up for 
a postseason run with an impres-
sive 3-1 victory at Mount Vernon 
High Thursday. Monday they were 
paired against Auburn Adventist 
in a first-round bi-district clash at 
Landy James Gym. 

On the opposite side of Mon-
day’s bi-district bracket, NW-
2B/1B rival Coupeville faced 
Northwest Christian in Lacey. 

All four teams will be at Landy 
James Gym today (Nov. 1) for the 
second half of the double elimina-
tion bi-district tourney. Two state 
tournament berths will be decided. 
Play begins at 3:30 p.m. 

The Lady Braves finished the 
regular season with an 11-7 mark 
and 7-1 conference ledger. The 
team has won nine of its past 12 
matches.

Recent non-conference victories 
over 3A programs Mount Vernon 
and Marysville-Getchell could 
bode well for the playoffs, an 
indication that the Lady Braves are 
peaking at the right time. 

La Conner has captured top 
honors at the past four state 
tournaments dating to 2018 – there 
was no post-season competition 
in 2020 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The Lady Braves, under first-
year head coach Pam Keller, 
are paced by seniors Morgan 
Huizenga and Abi Udlock, with 
several younger teammates 
providing key support. 

Huizenga recorded a team-high 
258 kills (4.3 kills per set) going 
into this week’s bi-district format. 
Sophomore Maeve McCormick 
had delivered 60 kills for La Con-
ner, an average of about one per 
set. Her stat line also included 384 
digs and 23 service aces. 

Udlock led the Lady Braves in 
assists (395), aces (35) and blocks 
(31). She had totaled 318 digs as 
well. 

Sophomore Addison Keller 

By Bill Reynolds

There was no way La Conner 
wouldn’t win its soccer match at 
Whittaker Field last Wednesday.

But the question afterward 
was which of the two teams  the 
Braves or Lady Braves  won the 
impromptu home finale match.

A paper tally, including post-
game penalty kicks, had the 
Braves posting an 11-4 triumph.

The scoreboard told a differ-
ent story. It indicated the Lady 
Braves had recorded a lopsided 
50-11 victory.

“Look, we won!” exclaimed a 
member of the girls’ team, who 
recorded the electronic final 
score with her phone camera.

The afternoon pairing was the 
definition of a soccer friendly, an 
exhibition game with no bearing 
on won-loss standings.

“The girls hadn’t had a home 
game since the beginning of 
October,” Lady Braves head 
coach Maddie Huscher told the 
Weekly News prior to the start, 
“and they wanted to play one 
more home game. So, they asked 
the boys’ team if they would play 

a match.”
The Braves and head coach 

Galen McKnight were game.
The contest began innocent-

ly enough with Lady Braves 
goalkeeper Olive Klinger making 
several nice saves before Reuben 
Hall, displaying nifty footwork 
throughout, found the net with 
a header seven minutes into the 
first half.

Then the rule book was cast 
aside. Kim Williams of the Lady 
Braves advanced the ball up the 
pitch by stuffing it under her jer-
sey and running several yards before 
being stopped with a soft tackle.

McKnight, meanwhile, turned 
over coaching duties to Braves’ 
team captains and assumed 
duties as a side judge. That didn’t 
go unnoticed by Huscher.

“I think they have to forfeit,” 
she suggested.

With the boys’ team leading 
5-0 at intermission, Huscher 
pulled out all the stops. She 
recruited a couple “transfers” 
in Braves’ alums Isa Gonzales-
Rojas and Finn Hakenson and 
donned a jersey herself for 
second half action.

With Huscher in the lineup, 
Kellie Cayou-Lockrem took over 
coaching duties; her team fared 
well in the penalty kick round 
with Kendall Lee, Kailey Carlson 
and Iris Turner scoring. But it 
was too little to offset Braves’ 
penalty kicks delivered by 
Hall, Simon Bouwens, Hadden 
Zimmerman, Sammy Williams 
and Corran Eisen.

Or was it?
Moments after the penalty kick 

period concluded, the scoreboard 
showed a Lady Braves’ 50-11 final 
score.

And it’s the result that will 
appear forever in cyberspace.

McKnight sought the high 
road. He was already looking 
to the Braves’ season finale 
at Cedar Park Christian the 
following afternoon. The team 
wrapped up its season winning 
1-0, on the road in Bothell Oct. 
26. The Braves went 2-6 in 
NW2B/1B matches and were 
3-11 overall.

“We’ve shown we can play 
with anybody,” McKnight said. 
“We’ve had a lot of very close 
losses.” 

Both sides are the home team at 
final high school soccer match

(continued on page 6)

Morgan Huizenga

La Conner High School volleyball team 
vies for state tourney berth today
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360-757-0445 info@skagithumane.org 
18841 Kelleher Road, Burlington, WA 98233

Humane Society 
of Skagit Valley

Spay and Neuter Saves lives!  
Please Spay, Neuter, Adopt, Volunteer, Donate!

Good food brings 
us together.

Skagit’s Best Grocery Store!   •   skagitfoodcoop.com   •   360.336.9777

TURKEY
TIME

LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

DINNER ONLY, 3 PM TO CLOSE
LIMITED SEATING, RESERVATIONS WELCOME

nellthorn.com

 

Hours
9-6 daily
Sunday 5pm5pm

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Ground Cover Sale
20% Off

Now is a great time to plant!
INCLUDES:

Cotoneaster, Kinnickinnick,
Juniper, Euonymous, Salal,

Vinca & Pachysandra
and more!

4” & 1 gallon sizes
through November 16th

“People’s
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the May 29th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy

La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

Friday
‘til 7:00

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Hardy Fuchsias

Fuchsia Baskets
Extra large, hanging in 14” cedar pots.

Fuchsia Starts
Upright & trailing starts in 2, 4 & 6” pots

20% off
through May 31st

These old-fashioned Fuchsias come back
year after year, growing  from 2’ up to 8’

tall. Flowers in red, purple, white and pink.
A favorite of humming birds and gardeners

with shade. We offer dozens of varieties 
and have included trailing Fuchsias,

on sale through May 31st.

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this ad in the May 11th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315

Shady Days

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Shade-loving
Tuberous Begonias,

fancy Double Impatiens and
exotic New Guinea Impatiens

20% off
4” Pots

(regularly $4.98)
through May 22nd

Hours:
 9-6 Daily
Fri. ‘til 7

People’s 
Choice

Award-Winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

2x4 col. in. ad proof for 4/30/14.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Fridays
‘ til 7 p.m.

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Basket
Stuffers

20% Off
(regularly $2.49)

through May 11th

Dozens of different premium
annual varieties for planters,

baskets or bedding,
growing in 2-1/4” pots.

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Fridays

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

2x4 col. in. ad proof for 4/30/14.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Fridays
‘ til 7 p.m.

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Basket
Stuffers

20% Off
(regularly $2.49)

through May 11th

Dozens of different premium
annual varieties for planters,

baskets or bedding,
growing in 2-1/4” pots.

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Fridays
Open
Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com 

An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts
Open
Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com 

An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts

Open
Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com 

An enticing selection 
of common and 

uncommon plants

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts
www.christiansonsnursery.com

15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

          Holiday Open House,  November 4th & 5th  
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW

• Rockery Rock 
• Rip Rap 
• Dump Trucking 
• Crushed Rock 
• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
    ARNEST1044BW 

360-
  424-0258

ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.

Proceeds from our 
non-profi t shop benefi t 

our community.

New arrivals weekly!
Photos posted Thursdays

on our Facebook page

Open
Fri - Sat - Sun. 
11 a.m - 5 p.m.
 3rd & Morris

Get a thrill from a thrift!

Donations accepted 
Mondays 1pm to 3pm 

It’s All Here!
Clothing, Housewares
Furniture, Collectibles
Linens, Books, Shoes
Art, Antiques, More~

“La Conner’s Dept. Store”

Attend the Government & 
Resiliency Panel, part of the 
“Surge” exhibit, at the Museum 
of Northwest Art Nov. 4, 1 p.m.. 
The program is part of the educa-
tion programming for the exhibi-
tion “Surge: Mapping Transition, 
Displacement, and Agency in 
Times of Climate Change.” 

The public is invited to meet 
critical players in a moderated 
discussion about how our local 
governmental organizations 

respond to climate change. This 
question will be addressed: “Are 
there opportunities to increase the 
resilience of communities, natural 
resources, and infrastructure in 
anticipation of climate change ef-
fects and socioeconomic change?”

Dave Peterson will moderate. 
He is a professor of forest 
biology at the University of 
Washington and emeritus senior 
scientist with the U.S. Forest 
Service. 

Panelists are:  Richard 
Brocksmith, Mount Vernon 
councilmember; Peter Browning, 
Skagit County commissioner; 
Karlee Deatherage, Sr., com-
munity affairs representative for 
Puget Sound Energy in Skagit 
& Snohomish counties; Heather 
Spore, Environmental policy 
analyst for Swinomish Indian 
Tribal Community; and Ronda 
Strauch, Seattle City Light

Source: MoNA

Skagit Adult Day Program, a 
local nonprofit which cares for 
dementia clients, is showing the 
Academy Award winning movie 
“The Father” 7 p.m. Wednesday 
Nov. 15 at the Lincoln Theatre in 
Mount Vernon. This is a commu-
nity awareness opportunity, in 
honor of Alzheimer’s Awareness 
Month and Caregiver Month 
and a fundraiser. The public is 
invited.

Anthony Hopkins, who won 
the Best Actor Award in 2020 for 
this role, heartbreakingly por-
trays the father experiencing de-
mentia. Olivia Colman, who was 
nominated for Best Supporting 
Actress, is his caregiving daugh-
ter. Their relationship struggles 
as his world disintegrates into a 
labyrinth of experiences and her 
exhaustion increases. 

Admission is by donation at 
the door. The movie is 97 min-
utes long and will be followed by 
a short video “A Day in the Life 
of Bradford House,” highlighting 
the work of Skagit Adult Day 

Program. 
There are over six million peo-

ple in the United States currently 
dealing with this diagnosis and 
just as many caregivers strug-
gling with the obligations of the 
journey.

Skagit Adult Day Program 
provides socialization, therapeu-
tic exercise, meals, games and 
music to allow their clients a safe 
home-like setting for up to five 
hours a day. At the same time, 
their caregivers receive respite 
during which they can tend to 
their own health and well-being. 
In addition, SADP offers two 
caregiver support groups at the 
Burlington Senior Center on the 
second and fourth Wednesdays, 
1:30-3 p.m. and a Lunch & Learn 
opportunity the last Monday of 
the month at 12 p.m. Providing 
support and education to caregiv-
ers is vital for their survival. 

Contact leighann@skagitadult-
dayprogram.org for information 
about the availability for care or 
financial support opportunities.

The Theater Arts Guild’s 
production of “The Wizard of 
Oz,” opens Friday, Nov. 3 at the 
Lincoln theatre in Mount Vernon. 
This stage adaptation of L. Frank 
Baum’s beloved tale features 
the iconic musical score from 
the MGM film. Watch as young 
Dorothy travels from Kansas 

over the rainbow to the magical 
Land of Oz.

Shows are then Thursday-Sun-
day through Nov. 19. It is 
co-directed by Myles Doorn and 
Abigail Hanson.

Times and tickets information: 
lincolntheatre.org/.

Alzheimer’s Awareness Month benefit

Government & Resiliency Panel at MoNA Saturday

‘Wizard of Oz’ opening at Lincoln

Harmony Northwest Chorus, 
Skagit County’s only Sweet 
Adelines International acapella 
group, entertained the residents 
at the La Conner Retirement 
Inn last week with a fun twist in 
their patriotic segment honoring 
veterans. 

“When we perform, it incor-
porates more than singing,” 
explained chorus director Cheryl 
Isaac. “We often add stories, 
jokes, and even history lessons.” 
She related how each chorus 
member held bright red embroi-
dered lips to their mouths, as 
their emcee related a patriotic 
story about how red lipstick was 
so abhorred by Hitler during 

World War II that in response 
cosmetic companies began 
boosting morale by producing 
varieties with names such as 
“Victory Red,” “Patriot Red,” 
“Regimental Red,” and more. 

The group will return to the 
Retirement Inn in December.

Source: Harmony Northwest 
Chorus

Sweet Adelines sing with red lips

By Ken Stern

The eleventh annual Friday 
Harbor Film Festival showed 25 
feature and 14 short documentary 
films last week, Oct. 27-29. The 
volunteer staff and festival vol-
unteers once again offered a well 
organized and smooth running ex-
perience, with screenings at three 
venues throughout the weekend.

A journalist attending a film 
festival has an obligation to report 
on films that interest the commu-
nity and a responsibility to cover 
films that interest him. For that I 
viewed “20 Days in Mariupol,” an 
AP – FRONTLINE/PBS film of 
journalists providing video reports 
to the outside world at the start of 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 
February 2022. That war suddenly 
seems ancient and distance but 
the devastation, total destruction, 
death, personal pain and ruining 
of the social fabric is as immediate 
as today’s news coming out or 
of Gaza, if facts are allowed out. 
Good films connect people to their 
current world.

Director Mstyslav Chernov and 
his crew are Ukrainian Associated 
Press reporters at the beginning 
of Russia’s invasion. Like all 
journalism, the film was edited, 
but it unfolds as a day-by-day, 
sometimes moment-by-moment 
account, from shelling in the dis-
tance at first till the last couple of 
days when the Ukrainian military 
takes the initiative to escort the AP 
team out of the country through 
the Red Cross negotiated safe cor-
ridor. The government recognized 
that journalists getting the news to 
the outside world was as critically 
important as firing weapons.

Viewers see dramatic footage 
as the reporters films show up 
days later on TV news in countries 
around the world, including the 
bombing of a maternity hospital 
and the aftermath: a pregnant 
woman dies, as does her unborn 
baby. The footage directly refuted 
Russian misinformation.

Well before Day 20 the city 
looks like a hurricane ripped 

through it, except the journalists 
have reported missiles striking 
apartment complexes and hospitals 
and buildings in flames. 
Buffy Sainte-Marie in the news

Film festivals offer filmmaker 
question and answer sessions 
and audience voting for best-of-
show awards. That live dynamic 
was best seen when Kyle 
Irving, an executive producer 
of “Buffy Sainte-Marie: Carry 
It On,” was asked about a just 
released Canadian documentary’s 
findings that Sainte-Marie was 
not Indigenous. Irving called 
her “one of the most highly 
regarded Indigenous activists 
in North American history,” 
which his 90-minute film amply 
documented. Archival footage 
emphasizes her decades of singing 
and activism, going back to 1960s 
New York City folk singing 
days and her early antiwar hit, 
“Universal Soldier.” There are 
numerous TV interviews and 
news footage of her at the 197. 
occupation at Wounded Knee.

The film amply documents, as 
it summarizes, that “Sainte-Marie 
changed perceptions of Indigenous 
people in music, film, and televi-
sion.” It shows that before playing 
a lead role in a 1968 episode of 
“The Virginian,” she famously 
demanded that all Indigenous 
roles be played by Indigenous 
peoples. During her five-years on 
Sesame Street, she helped create 
segments based on her experiences 
as an Indigenous woman in North 
America.

The film is from Eagle Vision, 
an Indigenous Canadian studio.
The Salmon People

“Covenant of the Salmon Peo-
ple” and the shorter “Call of the 
Orcas,” “Into the Stillaguamish” 
and “Our Sacred Obligation” em-
phasized that tribes of the Salmon 
People, as cultures throughout the 
Pacific Northwest name them-
selves, are dependent on salmon 
for their existential identity. As a 
Stillaguamish tribal member and 
fisheries biologist said, she was 30 
years old and had never fished for 

salmon with her grandparents. “A 
lot of tribal members struggle with 
an identity crisis,” she said, and an 
entire generation has lost the con-
nection to their historic way of life.

Every film showed iconic 
black and white photographs and 
film of historic abundant native 
fishing. “Covenant” follows the 
Nez Perce in Idaho. Dams on 
the Columbia and Snake river 
systems have broken their “ancient 
covenant with salmon.” Tribal 
members come back from fishing 
on the Columbia with a handful 
of salmon to distribute a token 
amount among their members. 

But salmon as a food source is 
only a small part of the basis of 
their civilization historically. The 
film shows that salmon have been 
the cornerstone of their creation 
story and woven into their culture. 
As with every salmon-focused 
film, rituals and community inter-
action with children and elders are 
central, but with so few salmon the 
fabric is strained.

All our western rivers run with 
salmon, and the documentaries 
filmed by and of the Indigenous 
people show the similarity and 
consistency of those who have 
lived with salmon since time 
immemorial from the Elwa River 
on the Olympic peninsula to the 
Snake River on the Washington 
Idaho border and the Columbia 
River to California’s Klamath 
River. 

“Our Sacred Obligation” docu-
ments the Yurok Tribe’s progress 
toward having a Klamath River 
dam taken down. It shows women 
in several tribes from California 
to Washington coming together to 
share their strategies and progress 
in their home watersheds. 

It is exactly the same with “A 
Cedar Is Life,” woven, literally, 
into every part of West Coast First 
Nations culture. The filmmakers 
speak with elders, artists, educators 
and go into schools and forest to 
show the ongoing relationship 
between the people and “The 
Tree of Life,” and the threats to its 
continued existence.

Film festival included ‘20 Days in Mariupol’

La Conner’s Art’s Alive! 2023 
opens Friday, Nov 10.at 1 p.m. 
with the opening gala  starting 
at 5 p.m. This year’s invitational 
artists include poster artist Craig 
J. Barber, Dennis Allen, Joan 
Enslin, Deborah Henderson, 
Kristen Ingman, Liz Moncrief, 
Janie Olsen, Terri Shinn, Teresa 
Smith, Christine Troyer and 
Peggy Woods. 

To preview all the work 
featured in this year’s event visit 
artsalivelaconner.com. The show 
runs through Monday Nov. 13 at 
4 p.m. Forty percent of each sale 
from participating artists goes to 
the La Conner Arts Foundation, 
which funds scholarships for 
local artists, funds public art and 
art education. 

Art’s Alive! 2023 in Maple Hall Nov. 10
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November 10-12

Dining Offer

Veterans receive a 
complimentary meal!

November 11, 11am-8pm

Signature Promotion

REWARDS

C E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O N

GAMING  |  DINING  |  EVENTS  |  GOLF  |  LODGE

1.888.288.8883  |  SWINOMISHCASINOANDLODGE.COM
Must be 18 to gamble. Management reserves all rights.

For more information, visit 
swinomi.sh/VeteransDayCelebration2023

A TRIO OF TRUMPETERS– Migrating swans started arriving in Skagit Valley last week and flocking to fields 
to replenish calories expended during their long flight to their winter home. Swans mate for life and families 
can often been seen together.                                                                                                   

—Photo by Nancy Crowell

The boys are back in town

Witches and warlocks on boards

By Mel Damski

Electric bikes are getting 
more popular and are getting 
strong support as a very healthy 
means of transportation.

Washington Governor Jay 
Inslee is a strong advocate 
of electric bikes and the 
Washington state Legislature 
recently approved an 
appropriation up to $7 million 
in the next two years to 
support the purchase of e-bikes 
and create e-bike “lending 
libraries.”

The incentive program 
provides e-bike buyers a $300 
point of sale rebate regardless 
of their income and people with 
lower incomes will be eligible 
for rebates of up to $1,200.

Shelter Bay recently had an 
electric car with bike event 
with10 electric cars and four 
electric bikes participating. 
Shelter Bay Board of Director 
Lawson Earl noted the event 
was mostly social with dis-
cussions touting the fact that 
electric bikes offer a much low-
er-carbon footprint than a pedal 
bike. He encouraged the riders 
to get much more exercise than 
they would on a regular bike 
“It spurs more activity and 
exercise and covers much more 
ground,” he said.

The new law allots $5 
million for rebates. Purchases 
have to be made at brick and 
mortar bike shops, not online. 
An additional $2 million is to 
create e-bike lending programs 
managed by municipalities, 
businesses and non-profits.

These incentives are a 
top priority for the advoca-
cy group Washington Bikes, 
which champions e-bikes as an 
affordable and equitable way 
to reduce climate pollution. 
“This state investment in e-bike 
accessibility means that many 

more Washingtonians will 
have the opportunity to own 
or borrow an e-bike, whatever 
their income level,” said Vicky 
Clarke, policy director.

Washington has joined 
California, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Hawaii, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island 
and Vermont with its statewide 
incentive program.

E-bikes have grown dras-
tically in popularity and in 
some cities, e-bikes increased 
nine-fold since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 
because of fear of infection 
with public transit states the 
Washington Bikes website. It 
explains that there are three 
different types of electric bikes. 
Class 1 bikes can reach 20 mph 
and require the rider to pedal. 
Class 2 bikes can reach 20 mph 
and do not require the rider to 
pedal. Class 3 bikes can reach 
28 mph and do not require the 
rider to pedal.

There are safety concerns 
because of the increased speed 
of e-bikes. A recent national 
study found that e-bike riders 
are more likely to suffer from 
internal injuries, that e-bike 
riding injuries are three times 
more likely to involve a crash 
with a pedestrian and e-bike 
riders are more likely to suffer 
from concussions.

E-bike accident victims have 
a 17% risk of internal injury 
compared to a 7.5% risk for 
the same type of injury on 
pedal-bikes, because of the 
increased speed. There are 
other risk factors and defective 
e-bikes can result in cata-
strophic injuries and accidents, 
such as battery fires and tire 
blowouts, so if you operate an 
e-bike, check for defects before 
every ride.

If you are an e-biker, be very 
thorough and enjoy the ride.

E-bike rebates provide 
another reason to ride

Jennifer Peters paddling with 
her furry friend. 

— Photos courtesy of Kat Ulrich

Kendra Emerson,Bob Meade, Jim Barrett, Kat Ulrich, Naomi Stanfill, 
Madeleine Volum, Allison Ulrich, Mo Olason celebrated Halloween with 
a Witch’s paddleboard event. 

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the office (119 N. Third), 

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS 

Volleyball
. . . (from page 4)
contributed 26 assists and 27 aces 
while leading La Conner with 509 
digs. 

Huizenga (443), eighth grader 
Reese Bird (307), junior Addie 
Wigal (213) and Nora McCormick 
(106) have all reached triple digits 
in digs on the campaign. 

Eighth graders Abi Poulton and 
Nora McCormick had chipped in 
19 and 16 blocks, respectively, 
prior to Monday’s meeting with 
Auburn Adventist.

As a team, La Conner entered 
the matchup with Auburn boasting 
a 92 per cent service rate. 

The winners of Monday’s 
opening round bi-district matches 
square off here today at 5:15 p.m. 
for a spot in the state tournament. 
That follows a 3:30 p.m. elimina-
tion contest between the first-
round losers. 

The survivor of the loser-out 
match will play the loser of the 
5:15 p.m. winner’s bracket clash 
at 7 p.m. to determine who will 
advance as the bi-district’s second 
state qualifier. 
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By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq., Food Editor.

Green salad with herbs

 
Ingredients 

• Red Leaf Lettuce, 2 leaves per 
serving

• Nasturtium flowers, 2 or more
• Borage flowers, 4 or more
• Italian parsley, 4 to 5 stems
• Amaranth, 4 small leaves
• Burnett, 1 stem
• Horseradish, 2 small leaves

Preparation

Rinse and pat dry the lettuce and herbs. Remove the 
parsley and burnett leaves from their stems. Cut or hand 
tear the lettuce and herbs. Cutting the nasturtium flowers 
is optional. Leave the borage flowers whole. Gently mix.

We grow many herbs and edible flowers perfect for 
salad in our garden raised beds. The  younger leaves are 
tender. and I use red leaf lettuce as my base. Eating fresh 
salads is a must for a healthy lifestyle. Dressing to your 
liking. .

AqiimuksKitchen@outlook.com

THE REX
BAR & GRILL

Featuring gourmet
sandwiches, local beer 
and homemade treats!

TACO TUESDAY • BIKE NIGHT ON WEDNESDAY
HAND-DIPPED FISH & CHIPS ON THURSDAYS
FRIDAY - SUNDAY: We have delicious burgers

featuring Mesman’s organic beef
19271 Best Rd., Mount Vernon

Hours: Tues.-Sun.: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9 • Mon.: 11 to 5
Give us a call for orders to go: 360-466-5522
Find us on Facebook @ The Rex Bar and Grill

Hours: Tues.-Sun.: 9 to 8 • Fri. & Sat.: 9 to 9 • Mon.: 11 to 5

Memories. . . (from page 1)

his La Conner years he branched out 
into photography and painting, par-
ticularly drawn to images of regional 
bird life. 

Former La Conner gallery own-
er Rebecca Strong, now based on 
Lopez Island, marketed Abrams’ 
art, two pieces of which were 
selected for the 2022 Museum of 

Northwest Art auction fundraiser. 
“The paintings I showed of Bob 

Abrams were his favorites in his 
collection,” Strong reflected. “He 
told me he needed to let go and 
share the things that brought him 
joy. 

“I will miss him very much,” 
Strong said of Abrams. “He was 
an absolute joy to work with and 
represent his fine artwork.” 

Strong said Abrams produced 
artwork until the spring of 2021, 

when his hands would no longer 
allow him to paint or draw. Earlier 
this year he shared with a standing 
room only crowd at La Conner 
Swinomish Library his experi-
ences as a professional animator, 
independent artist and instructor. 

“It was such a cool event,” said 
library director Jean Markert. 

McCormick graduated from La 
Conner High School in 1949 and 
often joked that legendary coach 
and administrator Jack Whittaker 

seemed pleased at graduation that 
he was moving on. 

But McCormick hardly severed 
his ties to La Conner Schools. 
Quite the contrary, it turned out. 
He was often called upon to play 
guitar and sing at La Conner’s 
annual alumni banquet. McCor-
mick was occasionally joined there 
by his oldest son, Darrell, also a 
gifted musician and who in a cruel 
irony passed away just days before 
his dad. 

Among the tunes most frequent-
ly requested of McCormick was 
one harkening back to the carefree 
days of youth. 

Yet, even as he sang the refrain 
(“I wish I was 18 again”), it was 
clear that McCormick – as was 
the case with Abrams – had few 
qualms about growing older. 

Both, in fact, aged quite grace-
fully. 

Code. . . (from page 1)

required to maintain my property 
and to continue to live on it,” he 
said. 

Dariotis was among many at 
the July 25 public hearing who 
expressed surprise that the re-
sults of the January 2021 public 
survey conducted by BERK 
Consulting seemed to have 
been set aside. Many of its 600 
responses supported expanding 
agritourism activities. 

Commissioner Joe Woodmans-
ee wanted to know why that was 
during the October 10 meeting. 
“[It] just struck me like we’re 
just writing off all this effort and 
like it has, you know, very little 
meaning to the process. And it 
was quite a bit of effort and it 

cost a few dollars.” 
“It was not statistical,” replied 

Ruether, who was hired after the 
survey was conducted. She said 
the “planneresque” survey was a 
tool for public outreach, meant 
to raise awareness and start the 
conversation. 

The Skagit Agritourism 
Stakeholder Group’s four-page 
counterproposal was developed 
collaboratively by 15 groups, 
including Skagitonians to Pre-
serve Farmland, Christianson’s 
Nursery, Gordon Skagit Farms 
and the county Farm and Tour-
ism bureaus. 

It would add new definitions 
for agritourism and farm event 
venues to county code and 
make agritourism a permissible 
agricultural accessory use. It rec-
ommends a permitting process 

for large event venues and a path 
for small farms to offer on-farm 
classes, workshops and training 
without a permit. 

Ruether clarified that because 
the counterproposal entails 
making changes to the County’s 
comprehensive plan, it must be 
submitted to the annual docket, 
through which Skagit County 
accepts petitions for amendments 
or revisions to its plan. The 2024 
docket deadline has passed. 

In other words, this proposal 
and any other alternative to the 
Agricultural Advisory Board 
proposal now on the table, would 
not be considered until 2025. 

Meanwhile, planning commis-
sioners “would move forward 
with what’s already been pro-
posed or minor changes to that,” 
said Ruether. 

Woodmansee replied that 
he was “having a hard time 
grasping the fact that we’ve got 
everybody at the table now, the 
discussion’s happening and that 
we would actually finish one that 
a lot of people are unhappy with 
and then ... start the process over 
again next year. That doesn’t 
make sense.” 

It may not, but making policy 
“is an iterative process” that 
takes place in small steps, 
Ruether explained. “It’s some-
thing that’s always refined and 
changed so that’s why we make 
changes to our code and compre-
hensive plan every year. It’s not 
written in stone ... . Things come 

up time and time again ... . It’s 
just the nature of the beast.” 

Commissioner Kathy Mitchell 
confirmed that the county must 
abide by state regulations and 
deadlines when making changes 
to its comprehensive plan. 

“If I was one of these people, 
I would say, you know, well, 
we’re too late to the party so 
we’re going to have to start this 
process all over again if we want 
these thoughts to be entertained,” 
said Woodmansee. 

The planning commissioners 
will meet December 12 for delib-
erations on the proposal. 

PROMISES OF SPRING IN THIS FALL’S PLANTING – :Lori Buher and 
Carol Yaw helped make the roundabout bloom – next April.
                                                                        – Photo courtesy of Marty Pease

By Ollie Iversen

La Conner Rotary Club 
members and La Conner parks 
commissioners joined forces the 
morning of Oct. 19, planting 
tulip bulbs in nine wine barrels 
inside the roundabout east of 
town. Special care was used as 
some of the bulbs planted are 
individually donated “Ethan 
Smiles” bulbs. They are in 
the three barrels located at the 
points of the roundabout as you 
drive into it from any direc-
tion. The remainder of the six 
barrels were planted using bulbs 
purchased from the Roozens 
at Washington Bulb Company. 
This coming April, we will see 
our hard work explode into 
many beautiful colors as a won-
derful tribute to Ethan Chapin. 

The Rotary volunteers were 
Lori Buher, Carol Yaw, Marty 
Pease, Randy Goembel and 
Ollie Iversen. Pease and Iversen 
are also on the parks commis-
sion. 

Rotary plants ‘Ethan Smiles’ tulip bulbs in roundabout

Hulst. . . (from page 10)
our business community and the 
ability to work with local officials 
and department heads to impact 
business in a positive way.”

Hulst says he plays “an active 
role assisting residents with 
concerns affecting individuals and 
the community as a whole while 
working with the community on 
long-term planning for growth 
and development,” and his cam-
paign has focused on public safe-
ty, property taxes and housing.

The candidates have received 
significant endorsements, with 
Hulst’s including the North Puget 
Sound Association of Realtors, 
the Mount Vernon Police Guild, 

County Commissioners Peter 
Browning and Lisa Janicki, as 
well as outgoing and incoming 
mayors of Mount Vernon Jill 
Boudreau and Peter Donovan.

Vander Stoep has been en-
dorsed by Democratic area state 
legislators Liz Lovelett, Dave 
Paul, Alex Ramel and Clyde 
Shavers, the Skagit County 
Democratic Party, the Teamsters, 
several unions and Planned 
Parenthood, to name a few. The 
race is likely to be much more 
competitive than Hulst’s previous 
elections since he has not faced an 
opponent since his first campaign.

While the outcome of his 
race is unclear, Hulst continues 
to work at the Chamber for the 
priorities he sees as ways to better 

the economy and well-being of 
La Conner’s community. He 
has been a business owner here 
almost a decade, noting he has 
“been a part of the La Conner 
business community since 2015, 
when we opened Skagit Cellars 
in the Pier 7 building.” He 
immediately became involved 
and a member of the Chamber of 
Commerce. Skagit Cellars, now 
at the Seaport Landing building 
on Gilkey Square, has been 
commercially producing wine 
since 2012. Hulst has expanded 
to a location in Manson, WA, on 
Lake Chelan.

Hulst began his work as the 
Chamber’s director in September 
2022 after he sold an automotive 
repair business he had owned and 

operated for 14 years. When the 
director position became avail-
able, Hulst “thought it would be 
a great opportunity to be more 
involved with our local business 
community.” As director, he has 
targeted five priorities for the 
Chamber of Commerce more 
broadly, which he detailed in 
speaking with the Weekly News. 
Those priorities include economic 
development, promoting the La 
Conner community, advocating 
for the interests of local business 
owners, community engagement 

and networking. 
Hulst defines his role as to 

“work with the local business 
community to create an environ-
ment that is beneficial to our local 
economy … including television 
and print advertising, working 
with … publications featuring La 
Conner as a travel destination, 
sponsoring and supporting local 
events that attract visitors,” to 
name a few. He continues to op-
erate his wine business, balancing 
his time with the Chamber and as 
a council member.

Paid. . . (from page 3)

growled continuously. 
“Somebody,” quipped Hayes, 

“isn’t happy about 306 Center.”
A technology snafu forced 

postponement of a presentation 
by former La Conner Mayor Dan 
O’Donnell on water overcharg-
es to La Conner by the City of 
Anacortes. A projector lined up 
for O’Donnell’s presentation went 
kaput.

So, O’Donnell laid out his case 
with a brief yet emphatic sen-
tence.

“The City of Anacortes,” he 
contended, “owes $13,800 for 
water from 2021.”

His presentation will roll over 
to the council’s Nov. 14 meeting.

With repairs to the salmon 
slide at Conner Waterfront Park 
scheduled in the spring, the Town 
has covered the iconic structure 
for the winter. Wohleb, coun-
cil liaison to the Town Parks 
Commission, also reported that 
its commissioners are looking at 
alternate means of funding instal-
lation of trees on Morris Street 
following denial of a state grant 
application. 

Raven’s Cup Coffee & Art Gallery 

Dairy:  Whole milk, 1%, breve, or heavy cream.
Plant milks:  Oat, Almond, Macadamia, Cashew, Walnut or even Pistachio!

Reclamation
CANDLE COMPANY

           So many milk options!  The cows can take an occasional break.

Gourmet Pumpkin Spice Lattes.  We’ve been working on the perfect 
formula and we’ve found it.  Start with delicious pumpkin-infused 
genuine maple syrup.  Add delectable La Colombe espresso shots.  
Add one of eight varieties of steamed milk (see below).  
Sprinkle with a hint of real nutmeg.

106 S 1st St., La Conner
Open at 7 am daily!

Candles from 
La Conner, India, 
Bulgaria, Ukraine, 
Iceland, Quebec AND 
OREGON!
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that the Town of La Con-
ner will hold four (4) Public 
Hearings on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 14, 2023 to consider each 
of the following: 1.  Formation 
of the Transportation Benefit 
District.  2. 20 Year TIP Up-
dates. 3.  2024 Preliminary 
Budget. 4. 2024 Property Tax 
Levy.  The Public Hearings 
will be held during the 6:00 
PM regular city council meet-
ing located at 204 Commercial 
Street (Upper Maple Center).  
The Public Hearings shall be 
for the purpose of receiving 
public comments, written or 
oral. Written comments are to 
be submitted by email prior 
to the meeting, no later than 
12:00 PM on Monday Novem-
ber 13, 2023, to financedirec-
tor@townoflaconner.org.  This 
meeting will be held in person 
with remote option available.  
All materials and remote ac-
cess will be available at www.
townoflaconner.org/Calendar 
by November 10, 2023. By: 
/s/ Maria DeGoede Finance 
Director Published November 
1, 2023 La Conner Weekly 
News.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 
SKAGIT COUNTY
No. 23-4-00518-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
In the Matter of the Estate of

Daralene Youngquist, 
Deceased

The personal representative 
named below has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate.  Any person 
having claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below, a copy of 
the claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and non-probate 
assets.
Date of first publication: Oc-

tober 18, 2023
Brent W. Tenborg 
Personal Representative
SKAGIT LAW GROUP, 

PLLC
MEGAN OTIS MASON-

HOLDER, WSBA #29495
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 336/227 Freeway 

Drive, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Oct. 18, 25 and 
Nov. 1 2023

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 

OF SKAGIT
In re the Estate of

CAROLINE E. GENT,,
Deceased.

Case No.:  23-4-00546-29
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The personal representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate. Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative or 
the personal representative’s 
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim 
and filing the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim must 
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication:  

October 18, 2023 
Personal Representative:  

Robert S. Gent, Jr.
Attorney for the Personal 

Representative: Rachel le 
Eason
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice:401 Pioneer Drive, Burl-
ington, WA 98233
Court of Probate proceed-

ings:Skagit County Superior 
Court
Cause number: 23-4-00546-

29  
SIGNED  this 10th day of 

October, 2023.
/s/  Robert S. Gent, Jr.
 Robert S. Gent, Jr., Petitioner
Personal Representative of 

the Estate of
Caroline E. Gent
Prepared by:
/s/  Rachelle Marie Eason 
Rachelle Marie Eason, 

WSBA # 29922
Attorney for Petitioner 
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Oct. 18, 25 and 
Nov. 1 2023.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 

OF SPOKANE
In the Matter of the Estate of:

PATRICIA ANN 
HAMILTON,

Deceased.
No.

NON-PROBATE NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS

(RCW § 11.28.240)
The notice agent named be-

low has elected to give no-
tice to creditors of the above-
named Decedent. As of the 
date of the filing of a copy of 
this notice with the court, the 
notice agent has no knowledge 
of any other person acting as 
notice agent or of the appoint-
ment of a Personal Represen-
tative of the Decedent’s estate 
in the State of Washington. 
According to the records of 
the court as are available on 
the date of the signing of this 
notice with the court, a cause 
number regarding the Dece-
dent has not been issued to any 
other notice agent, no probate 
proceeding has been filed, and 
a Personal Representative of 
the Decedent’s estate has not 
been appointed.
Any person having a claim 

against the Decedent must, be-
fore the time the claim would 
be barred by any otherwise 
applicable statute of limita-

tions, present the claim in the 
manner as provided in RCW § 
11.40.070. 
The claim must be presented 

within the later of: (1) thirty 
(30) days after the claimant 
was served or mailed the no-
tice to the creditor as provided 
under RCW § 11.40.020(1)(c); 
or (2) four (4) months after the 
date of first publication of the 
notice. If the claim is not pre-
sented within this time frame, 
the claim is forever barred, 
except as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060. This bar is effec-
tive as to claims against both 
the Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication 

October 18, 2023
The notice agent declares un-

der penalty of perjury under 
the laws of the State of Wash-
ington that the foregoing is 
true and correct.
Dated this 9th day of Octo-

ber, 2023_______
LAURENCE P. SOLSNES, 

JR.
Notice agent
GRAVIS LAW, PLLC
By:____
 JONAS J. HEMENWAY, 

WSBA #50866
 Attorney for notice agent
Address for mailing or 

service:
1309 W. Dean Avenue, Suite 

100
Spokane, WA  99201
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Oct. 18, 25 and 
Nov. 1
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 

OF WASHINGTON
FOR SKAGIT COUNTY

In Re the Estate of:
GERALDINE BELL 

JACKSON,
Deceased.

No. 23-4-00465-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

(NTCRD)
DON JACKSON has been 

appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative of this Estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the Personal Representative 
or the Personal Representa-
tive’s attorney at the address 
stated below a copy of the 
claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication:  

Oct. 18 2023.  
Personal Representative
Print Name: Don Jackson
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
Print Name and Bar #:Heath-

er Ledgerwood #56238
Address for Mailing or 

Service: 
Heather Ledgerwood
Wade Law Offices
6100 219th St SW, Suite 480
Mountlake Terrace, WA 

98043
800-835-2634
Court of probate proceedings 

and cause number:
Skagit County Superior 

Court
Case No. 23-4-00465-29
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Oct. 18, 25 and 
Nov. 1 2023

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON

FOR SKAGIT COUNTY
Estate of

BETTY JEAN VAN DUSEN,
Deceased.

NO.  23-4-00543-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
The above Court has appoint-

ed me as Personal Representa-
tive of the Decedent’s estate.  
Any person having a claim 
against the Decedent must 
present the claim: (a) Before 
the time when the claim would 
be barred by any applicable 
statute of limitations, and (b) 
In the manner provided in 
RCW 11.40.070: (i) By filing 
the original of the claim with 
the foregoing Court, and (ii) 
By serving on or mailing to me 

at the address below a copy of 
the claim.  The claim must be 
presented by the later of: (a) 
Thirty (30) days after I served 
or mailed this Notice as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c), or (b) Four (4) months af-
ter the date of first publication 
of this Notice.  If the claim 
is not presented within this 
time period, the claim will be 
forever barred except as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060.  This bar is effec-
tive for claims against both 
the Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication of 

this Notice: October 25, 2023
/s/____________
John Edwin Ruthford, Jr. Per-

sonal Representative
c/o Jayne Marsh Gilbert, 

WSBA #24656
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
314 Pine Street, Suite 211
Mount Vernon, WA  98273
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Oct. 25, Nov. 1, 
Nov. 8 2023
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 

OF WASHINGTON 
FOR SKAGIT COUNTY

In Re The Estate of:
SALVATORE J PALUMBO,

Deceased.
No. 23-4-00509-29

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
(NTCRD)

The person named below 
has been appointed as Per-
sonal Representative of this 
Estate.  Any person having 
a claim against the decedent 
must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the Personal 
Representative at the address 
stated below a copy of the 
claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication:  

Oct. 25, 2023  
Personal Representative
Print Name: Jeffrey M 

McKee
Address for Mailing or 

Service: 
Jeffrey M McKee
31624 N 122nd Ln, Peoria, 

AZ, 85383
425-533-1356
Court of probate proceedings 

and cause number:
Skagit County Superior 

Court
Case No. 23-4-00509-29
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Oct. 25, Nov. 1 
and 8, 2023.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 

OF KING
In the Matter of the Estate of

JOHN R. GOSS,
Deceased.

NO.23-4-06988-6 SEA
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
MALLORY A. DAY, the 

Administrator (PR), has been 
appointed as PR of this estate.  
Any person having a claim 
against the Decedent that 
arose before the Decedent’s 
death must, before the time 
the claim would be barred by 
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the 
claim in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 11.40.070 by 
serving on or mailing to the 
PR or the PR’s attorney(s) 
at the address stated below a 
copy of the claim and filing 
the original of the claim with 
the court.  The claim must 
be presented within the later 
of: (1) 30 days after the PR 
served or mailed the Notice 
to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); 
or (2) four months after the 
date of first publication of the 
Notice.  If the claim is not pre-
sented within this time frame, 
the claim is forever barred, 
except as otherwise provided 
in RCW 11.40.051 or RCW 
11.40.060.  This bar is effec-
tive as to claims against both 
the Decedent’s probate and 
non-probate assets.
Date of first publication of 

Notice to Creditors:  October 
25, 2023
Name of Administrator:  

Mallory A. Day 
Attorneys for Administrator:-

Douglas L. Phillips, WSBA 
No. 17278 
Aaron D. Phillips, WSBA 

No. 46691
PHILLIPS ESTATE LAW
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice:Douglas L. Phillips, Esq. 
PHILLIPS ESTATE LAW
170 120th Ave NE, Suite 

E204
Bellevue, Washington 98005
Court of probate proceedings 

and cause number:  
King County Superior Court 

Cause No. 23-4-06988-6 SEA
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Oct. 25, Nov. 1 
and 8, 2023.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 
OF SKAGIT IN PROBATE

No. 23-4-00559-29
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030

In the Matter of the Estates of 
SAMUEL W. HANNA III and 

JANICE BETTY HANNA,
Deceased.

The personal representative 
named below has been ap-
pointed as personal represen-
tative of these estates.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedents must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative or 
the personal representative’s 
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim 
and filing the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced.  The claim must 
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedents’ 
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of filing copy of NO-

TICE TO CREDITORS with 
Clerk of Court: 10/19/2023.
Date of first publication: Oc-

tober 25, 2023.
Michelle L. Miller
Personal Representative
LAW OFFICE OF COLE & 

GILDAY, P.C.
By Gregory L. Gilday
WSBA #36608
Attorney for Personal 

Representative
10101 270th St NW
Stanwood, WA 98292
Office: 360-629-2900 or 

FAX 360-629-0220
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

PUBLISHED IN THE LA 
CONNER WEEKLY NEWS: 
October 25, November 1 and 
8.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 

OF KING
In re the Estate of
VANCE WAYNE 

STROBEL
Deceased

Case No.:23-4-06919-3 SEA
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

The personal representa-
tive named below has been 
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate. Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative or 
the personal representative’s 
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim 
and filing the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim must 
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is effec-

tive as to claims against both 
the decedent’s probate and 
nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication:
Personal Representative: 

Kelly Bradford
Attorney for the Person-

al Representative: Michael 
Biesheuvel
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice: 114 Second Ave. S., Suite 
101, Edmonds, WA 98020 
Court of probate proceedings 
and case number: King Coun-
ty, WA
Law Offices of Kyle G. Ray, 

P.S. 114 Second Ave. S., Suite 
101
Edmonds, WA 98020
(425) 712-0279
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Oct. 25, Nov. 1, 
8, 2023.
SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF WASHINGTON

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 
OF KING

ESTATE OF M. JAMES 
HANSON, DECEASED
NO.  23-4-06785-9SEA

PROBATE NOTICE  TO 
CREDITORS

(RCW 11.40.030)
THE Co-PERSONAL REP-

RESENTATIVES NAMED 
BELOW have been appointed 
as co-personal representatives 
of this estate.  Any person hav-
ing a claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 
claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving on 
or mailing to the co-personal 
representatives or the co-per-
sonal representatives’ attorney 
at the address stated below a 
copy of the claim and filing the 
original of the claim with the 
court in which the probate pro-
ceedings were commenced.  
The claim must be presented 
within the later of: (1) Thirty 
days after the personal repre-
sentative served or mailed the 
notice to the creditor as provid-
ed under RCW 11.40.020(1)
(c); or (2) four months after 
the date of first publication 
of the notice.  If the claim is 
not presented within this time 
frame, the claim is forever 
barred, except as otherwise 
provided in RCW 11.40.051 
and RCW 11.40.060.  This bar 
is effective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication: Oc-

tober 25, 2023.
_/s/ Brit L. Kramer_________
Brit L. Kramer, Personal 

Representative
__/s/ Laura J. 

Morgan__________
Laura J. Morgan, Personal 

Representative
__/s/Sarah E. 

Smith___________
SARAH E. SMITH WSBA 

#39605
MULLAVEY, PROUT, 

GRENLEY & FOE, LLP
Attorneys for Personal 

Representative
Address for Mailing or 

Service:
P. O. Box 70567, Seattle, 

Washington 98127
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Oct. 25, Nov. 1 
and Nov. 8, 2023. 

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE 

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF WHATCOM
IN RE THE ESTATE OF

MARTIN SPEEDY, 
DECEASED.

NO. 23-4-00986-37
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

JUDGE: LEE GROCHMAL
The personal representa-

tive named below has been 
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate. Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative or 
the personal representative’s 
attorney at the address stat-
ed below a copy of the claim 
and filing the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim must 
be presented within the lat-
er of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 

(continued on page 9)
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Complete Events Calendar on laconnerweeklynews.com

NOT TO BE MISSED
Free Master Garden-
er Know & Grow: How 
to grow iris Tue. Nov. 4 
1:00-2:30 p.m. An in-depth 
discussion on the best 
practices to ensure your 
irises perform an their very 
best year after year.
NWREC Sakuma Audito-
rium, 16650 Washington 
536, Mount Vernon, WA 
98273, USA

Town of La Conner 
Planning Commission 
Meeting 
Tuesday, November 7, 
2023, at 6:00 p.m. 
For a current Agenda go to 
www.townoflaconner.org
Sign up for “Notify Me” to 
get current Town Informa-
tion

LIBRARIES
La Conner Swinomish 
Library. 520 Morris St., 
La Conner. 360-466-3352.
www.lclib.lib.wa.us. Open 
11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Saturday.
• Storytime for Children. 

11 a.m. every Friday. 
• Book Club. Meets at 

2 p.m. every fourth 
Wednesday. Info: 
Richard Wisniewski at 
wisniew10@gmail.com

• Tech Help. 4-6 p.m. 
every Monday. One-on-
one technical support in 
30-minute blocks.

• Dungeons & Dragons 
Club. 3-5 p.m. every Tues-
day. No previous gaming 
experience necessary.

Mount Vernon Public 
Library. 315 Snoqualmie 
St., Mount Vernon. 360-
336-6209, mountvernonwa.
gov. 
• Virtual Reality. Every 

Saturday, 1-3 p.m. Must 
be 12 or older.

Anacortes Public Library. 
1220 10th St., Anacortes. 
360-299-8067, CityofAna-
cortes.org. 

Burlington Public Library. 
820 E. Washington Ave., 
Burlington. 360-755-0760, 
burlingtonwa.gov/library. 
• Knitting Club. All ages, 

Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

MUSEUMS
Pacific Northwest Quilt 
& Fiber Arts Museum. 
703 S. Second St., La 
Conner.11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday through 
Sunday. qfamuseum.org, 
360-466-4288. See two 
new exhibits: .
• David Owen Hastings: 

Paper + Stitch, through 
Oct. 29.

Skagit County Historical 
Museum. 360-466-3365 
or skagitcounty.net/muse-
um. Hours 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Thursday-Sunday.
• Exhibit: “More than just a 

little off the top: barber-
shop historians.”

Museum of Northwest 
Art. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday, 
noon-5 p.m. Sunday and 
Monday. monamuseum.
org, 360-466-4446.

• Teen Art Club. A free 
program for youth in 
grades 6-12, where you 
can bring your friends and 
your creativity to make art 
together and inspire your 
art. Pizza, snacks, and art 
supplies will be provided.

MUSIC
Ukelele Fun & Song 
Circle. Meets 1-2 p.m. 
Wednesdays, Burlington 
Senior Center. For info, 
email yogaheartspace0@
gmail.com.

Shelter Bay Chorus. 
Meets 4:30-6:30 p.m. every 
Thursday, Shelter Bay 
Clubhouse. No auditions 
required. Questions, call 
Joan at 360-941-7507.

SERVICE & 
VOLUNTEER

La Conner Sunrise Food 
Bank. Food distribution 
from 2:30-5 p.m. every 
Monday, 602 S. Third St., 
La Conner. 360-488-3878. 
laconnerfoodbank.com.

Swinomish Helping 
Hands Food Bank. 
Food distribution from 
2-5 p.m. every Thursday. 
Non-essentials every 
first Thursday. 17444 
Snee Oosh Road, La 
Conner. 360-856-2211. 
helpinghandsfoodbank.org.

Skagit Valley Humane 
Society. 18841 Kelleher 
Road, Burlington. 360-757-
0445. Find volunteer and 
donation opportunities on-

line at skagithumane.org.

Sudoku, Crossword answers on page 8

MEETINGS
La Conner Swinomish 
Regional Library. Library 
board of trustees meets 
at 5 p.m. the 2nd Tuesday 
of the month in the library, 
520 Morris St., La Conner. 

Skagit Cemetery Dist. 1. 
Regular meetings at 5 p.m. 
every second Thursday, at 
Lori Buher’s home, 17604 
Valentine Road, Mount 
Vernon.

Skagit Conservation 
District. 2021 E. College 
Way No. 203, Mount 
Vernon. 360-428-4313. 
Zoom info at skagitcd.org. 
Board meetings 7:30-9 
a.m. every 4th Wednesday. 

Rotary Club of La Conner. 
laconnerrotary.org. Meetings 
6-7 p.m. every Monday 
at Shawn O’Donnell’s 
restaurant. Optional dinner, 
5:30 p.m.

Little Mountain Gamblers. 
Gamblers Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. every 
Tuesday at Mount Vernon 
Senior Center, 1401 
Cleveland Ave.

Town of La Conner. 204 
Douglas St., La Conner. 
360-466-3125. Zoom info 
@Townoflaconner.org/
calendar.

LEGAL NOTICES

claim is forever barred, 
except as otherwise provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.051 and 
11.40.060. This bar is effective 
as to claims against both the 
decedent’s probate and non-
probate assets.
Date of First Publication: No-
vember 1, 2023
Personal Representative: San-
dra Speedy
2004 N 35th Street
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Attorney for the Personal
KATTI ESP
Representative: 301 Pros-
pect Street
Bellingham, WA 98225
Address for Mailing or 
Service: KATTI ESP
301 Prospect Street
Bellingham, WA 98225
Court of Probate Proceedings 

Superior Court of Whatcom 
County
and Cause Number: Cause 

No. 23-4-00986-37 
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Nov. 1, 8, 15, 
2023.

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
WASHINGTON FOR 

SNOHOMISH COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE 

ESTATE OF:
BRIAN DANIEL BISSELL,

Deceased.
NO.  23-4-02020-31

PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

RCW 11.40.030
 THE PERSONAL REP-

RESENTATIVE NAMED 
BELOW has been appointed 
as personal representative of 
this estate.  Any person hav-
ing a claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time the 

claim would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below a copy of 
the claim and filing the origi-
nal of the claim with the court 
in which the probate proceed-
ings were commenced.  The 
claim must be presented with-
in the later of:  (1) Thirty days 
after the personal representa-
tive served or mailed the no-
tice to the creditor as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); 
or (2) four months after the 
date of first publication of the 
notice.  If the claim is not pre-
sented within this time frame, 
the claim is forever barred, 
except as otherwise provided 
in RCW 11.40.051 and RCW 
11.40.060.  This bar is effec-
tive as to claims against both 
the decedent’s probate and 
nonprobate assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-

TION: November 1, 2023.
Dayton Bissell
Personal Representative
Attorney for Personal Rep-

resentative: Steven J. 
Peiffle, WSBA #14704
Address for Mailing or Ser-

vice:P.O. Box 188
103 North Street
Arlington, WA 98223
Court of probate proceedings 

and cause number:  Snohom-
ish County Superior Court, 
Cause No. 23-4-02020-31.
Published in La Conner 

Weekly News Nov. 1, 8, 15, 
2023.

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

Full service automotive repair & maintenance shop.

1304 Memorial Hwy. Mount Vernon, WA
Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 5 pm closed Sat. & Sun.

360-336-3496

Classified ads now in print and online • same low price
Submit your ad by Sunday noon for next issue publishing • laconnerweeklynews.com/classifiedads or 360-466-3315

CLASSIFIEDS

WANTED: La Conner 
apartment rental wanted by a 
mature, able-bodied veteran with 
excellent local references. 360-
421-2423

BE KIND TO YOUR BODY— 
Get a massage from Jo’s Healing 
Hands LMT. Call for appt. 360--
708-2022.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE with a 

$325 classified listing or $1,600 for 
a display ad. Call this newspaper 
or 360-344-2938 for details. 

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call for 
details, 855-635-4229.

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-888-360-1582.

LA CONNER MARINA
Permanent and Guest Moorage
Dry Boat Storage, Boating Services
Public Laundry, RV Park
Office: 613 N. 2nd St., 
360-466-3118
www.portofskagit.com

(from page 8)
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POLICE BLOTTERPOLICE BLOTTER
SKAGIT COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

.

www.swinomishshellfi shcompany.com

fresh, live 
locally 

grown oysters
Available DAILY from the 
Chevron Market at the 

Casino:12939 Casino Dr., 
Anacortes
FRIDAY 3-6 

from our Retail Store: 
11455 Moorage Way, La Conner

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP

By Bill Reynolds

After 42 years on the job in 
La Conner, Jeanie Hertz ended 
her career Thursday the way it 
started – with style. 

The buoyant and cheery cos-
metologist, who began styling 
hair when shaggy bobs and 
wispy bangs were all the rage, 
has handed over the keys to La 
Conner Hair Design on Maple 
Avenue to Katrina Brumley, 
ending what has literally been a 
colorful four-decade tenure at the 
local salon. 

The transition, as might be 
expected, has been bittersweet. 

“I cried for three days when I 
made the decision,” Hertz, who 
had originally planned to retire 
in April, told the Weekly News. 
“I feel like I’m leaving all my 
friends. How am I going to keep 
up with everyone if I don’t see 
them?” 

Brumley, who has been 
onboard for about a year, isn’t 
about to let those long-standing 
friendships go by the wayside. 
Her plan is to retain Hertz, if 
only on an unofficial basis, as a 
“consultant.” 

That sounded good to those 
who greeted Hertz on her last day. 

“For us,” said Janie Beasley, a 
client at the salon for more than 
25 years, “she’s our therapist. Or, 
rather, our ‘hairapist.’” 

Sally Starnes of Anacortes, 
who like Beasley had a Thursday 
appointment, felt the same way. 

“I met Jeanie during COVID,” 
Starnes recalled. “She said she 
couldn’t take anyone then but 
that she would take me as soon 
as she could open again. I was 
afraid I’d be at the bottom of the 
list. I figured she had about 50 
women ahead of me. So, I was 
excited when she called me to 
come in.” 

Hertz said her new routine will 
involve some travel and paying 
more attention to her dogs, ages 
13 and 15, respectively. 

“My dogs are going to be very 
happy,” she said. “They’re needy.” 

Other factors came into play 
as well. 

“I just decided that it was time 
to play more instead of working 
more,” Hertz said. 

As she worked through one 
last perm, Hertz reflected on 
her years as a stylist here. She 
started in 1981 working at a 
salon owned by the late Donna 
Blades in the Pier 7 Building on 
First Street. A year later Hertz 
and Loree Yonally christened La 
Conner Hair Design in the north 
half of a then-new building on 
Maple shared with Dick Holt’s 
La Conner Barber Shop. 

“Dad really wanted them 
here,” recalled Holt’s son, Tony, 
who has followed his father into 
the family business. 

The senior Holt’s clientele, 
at that point, had outgrown his 
former location at Maple and 
Morris. It seemed the ideal time 
to merge under one roof – a new 
one, at that – with a hair salon. 

The arrangement has worked 
out handsomely. 

“I don’t think Tony believes 
I’m leaving,” laughed Hertz, 
who trained in cosmetology at 
Bellingham Technical College, 
embarking on a career requiring 
mastery of math and chemistry 
– the latter becoming even more 
important as vivid hair coloring 
came into vogue. 

“In a way,” quipped Brumley, 
“we’re like modern day alche-

mists.” 
Hertz smiled as she figurative-

ly climbed into the Way Back 
Machine to revisit when brightly 
colored hair appeared on the 
scene. 

“I remember when they first 
started coming out with those 
colors,” Hertz said. “Loree and I 
decided we’d try them out.” 

Their husbands gave the exper-
iment mixed reviews. 

“Loree went home and Larry said 
she kind of looked like a peacock,” 
chuckled Hertz. “I went home and 
Butch said: ‘We’re going to be hav-
ing family pictures done soon. Do 
you really want purple hair?’” 

It was a moment of levity 
in a profession that Hertz and 
Yonnally, who worked together 
for 36 years, took quite seriously. 
They logged countless continu-
ing education hours to keep 
pace with new trends, ones often 
inspired by celebrities. 

“You have to be willing to change 
or you’ll get lost in the shuffle,” 
Hertz explained. “We were always 
evolving, doing different things and 
learning new techniques.” 

One change in the industry 
has involved the frequency of 
appointments. 

“I really have no idea how 
many style sessions I’ve done,” 
said Hertz. “What I do know 
is we saw more people in the 
old days. People came in every 
week. Now, people don’t come 
in as often, but they have more 
done when they’re here.” 

Hertz has been a stylist long 
enough to see trends burst on the 
scene, fall out of favor and then 
return to the forefront. 

But regardless of what was in 
fashion at a given time, Hertz 
always strived to do her best 
to help La Conner Hair Design 
clients look their best. 

Looking back, she wouldn’t 
have done it any other way. 

“As the saying goes,” she post-
ed on social media last Friday, 
“if you love what you do, you 
will never ‘work’ a day in your 
life. I’ve been blessed, that’s for 
sure.” 

Jeanie Hertz puts wrap on career as stylist

END OF A CAREER – Jeanie Hertz on her last day at La Conner Hair 
Design with client Janie Beasley.          – Photo courtesy of Karla Reynolds 

By Sayer Theiss

For years, La Conner has 
been a thriving center of small-
business commerce in the Skagit 
Valley. For Mark Hulst, director 
of the La Conner Chamber 
of Commerce, who has also 
served on the Mount Vernon 
City Council since 2011, it is his 
job to attempt to foster growth 
for not just La Conner, but 

for the prosperity of the wider 
community as well.

Hulst is contested in his 
bid for a fourth term on the 
Mount Vernon City Council by 
progressive candidate Andrew 
Vander Stoep. Hulst sees being 
both a council member and 
the director of the La Conner 
Chamber as having given him 
“the knowledge and the skill 
set to understand the needs of 

Chamber Director Hulst in Mount 
Vernon council reelection race

Journey as you were meant to, aboard an 
American Tug. Each semi-custom vessel is 
crafted to meet the specific needs of our 

discerning owners. Let yours take you 
where you most want to go.

360-466-9277   ■  www.americantugs.com
800 Pearl Jensen Way, La Conner

  We’re Hiring! 

Monday October 23
9:41 p.m. Could he be right? 
–Caller reported that a semi-truck 
driver had thrown what appeared 
to be human waste out the 
window and onto the side of the 
road. No plate was obtained and 
a deputy did not respond. Edison.

12:45 p.m. Cat call–Caller locat-
ed feral cats living in a building 
and wanted them removed. 
County animal control provided 
the number for La Conner code 
enforcement and advised they 
would be responsible for in-town 
animal issues. Morris St., La 
Conner.

Tuesday October 24
4:45 p.m. Misplaced car–Caller 
reported her vehicle stolen which 
was signed stolen and put into 
the system by a deputy. The 
caller later called back to report 
that she had actually forgot she 
parked in a different location and 
had located her car. Maple Ave. 
La Conner

Wednesday October 25
8:36 a.m Car prowl–Caller re-
ported that her vehicle had been 
prowled the night before and 
low value items had been taken. 
Items included a phone charger 
and some change. No damage 
and car was unlocked. First St. 
La Conner.

(continued on page 7)

3:18 p.m. Thanks for the dance 
– Two vehicles stopped at the 
intersection of Chilberg and Best. 
The first car started to go but 
stopped for traffic. The second 
car saw the movement and went 
forward but did not see the first 
car stop and rearended them.

4:54 p.m. Pyrotechnics– Call-
er reported that some of her 
Halloween decorations had been 
burned. There were other items 
in the area that were set on fire, 
and it appeared that possibly a 
kid with a lighter was doing it. No 
serious damage and unknown 
who the suspect is. Park St., La 
Conner

5:38p.m. Street race–Two 
vehicles racing on McLean Road 
towards Mount Vernon. The 
caller was not following and it is 
unknown where the cars ended 
up. No other complaints on these 
cars.

Saturday October 28
6:30 p.m. No luck– Caller re-
ported that he lost his wallet and 
thought it might be at the Rexville 
Grocery. The store was contacted 
but the wallet was not found.

 
8:36 p.m. Hit and run–Serious 
injury hit and run collision on La-
Conner Whitney Road just north 
of the roundabout. One patient 
was seriously injured and trans-
ported to the hospital. WSP was 
taking the case and doing follow 
up on possible suspects.
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